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E D I T O R I A L 

The f i f t h i s s u e of our Newsletter 
i s i n your hands. We s h a l l look 
forward to comments and sugges­
tions from our readers. These 
comments have been of great 
a s s i s t a n c e to us i n the past and 
were published i n the Newsletter 
under the caption of "Comments 
From Our Readers". As the Centre 
i s now embarking upon multifarious 
a c t i v i t i e s , the comments are not 
r e s t r i c t e d to the Newsletter but 
other research/academic pursuits 
are r e c e i v i n g due attention. The 
column has therefore been r e -
captioned "Editor's Post and 
Comments". 

From now on the Newsletter w i l l 
appear t r i - a n n u a l and s h a l l come 
out i n A p r i l , August and December 
every year. This i s i n accordance 
with wish of our readers. More­
over, i t also became necessary i n 
view of the expanding horizons of 
the a c t i v i t i e s of the Centre. 

The present issue covers a wide 
range of a c t i v i t i e s and subjects. 
Two new a r t i c l e s are being i n t r o ­
duced under the captions "Pales­
t i n e Chronicle" and "Muslim 
Minorities C u l t u r a l News Digest". 
The f i r s t c a r r i e s c u l t u r a l news 
from the Holy land of P a l e s t i n e . 

The second i s a survey of c u l t u r a l 
a c t i v i t i e s i n i s l a m i c countries 
where muslims are i n minority. I t 
i s hoped that both a r t i c l e s w i l l 
i n t e r e s t our readers. 

The f i r s t meeting of the Interna­
t i o n a l Commission for the Preser­
vation of Isl a m i c C u l t u r a l Heri­
tage was held i n Istanbul on 8-9 
November 1983. Istanbul Centre 
functions as the S e c r e t a r i a t of 
t h i s Commission. H.R.H. Prince 
F a i s a l Bin Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz, 
chairman of the 'Commission 
presided over the f i r s t meeting 
i n the presence of H.E. Mr. Habib 
Chatty, the Secretary General of 
the O.I.C. A detailed report of 
t h i s important event follows. 
Highlights from the Fourth I s l a m i c 
Summit, Casablanca (16-19 Jan. 
1984) and the 14th ICFM Dhaka 
(6-10 December 1983) are also 
being given under separate heads 
apart from b r i e f write-ups about 
the Cairo Book F a i r and the v i s i t 
of the Turkish Minister of Culture 
to the Centre. A l l happenings a t 
the Centre are being covered under 
the t i t l e of "News of the Centre". 
I t i s earnestly hoped that t h i s 
material w i l l be found informative 
and u s e f u l . 

Dr.Ekmeleddin ihsanoglu 
Editor-in-Chief 



FIRST MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMISSION FOR THE PRESERVATION 
OF ISLAMIC CULTURAL HERITAGE, 
ISTANBUL. 8-9 NOVEMBER 1983. 

- H.R.H. Prince Faisal Bin Fahd Bin Abdulaziz Chairman of the Inter­
national Preservation Commission during the first session of the 
Commission. There are Also in the picture: H.E.Mr.Habib Chatty, 
Dr. Ekmeleddin ihsanoglu and other members of this Commission. 

Inaugural Session 

The f i r s t meeting of the Interna­
t i o n a l Commission for the Preser­
vation of Islam i c C u l t u r a l Heri­
tage was held i n Istanbul on 8-9 
November 1983. The session 
s t a r t e d i n the great h i s t o r i c a l 
h a l l of the C i t Qasr, Y i l d i z 
Palace, with the r e c i t a t i o n from 
the Holy Our'an. Dr. Ekmeleddin 
Ihsanoglu, Director General of the 
Centre and Secretary of the Com­
mission welcomed the honourable 
guests and members of the Commis­
sion, p a r t i c u l a r l y i t s worthy 
Chairman, the Secretary General 
of the Organisation of the I s l a m i c 
Conference and the Turkish Minis­
t e r of Culture and Tourism. 

Underlining the s t r u c t u r a l i n t e r ­
dependence and mutual objectives 
of the Istanbul Centre and the 
Commission, he assured them "That 
the Centre s h a l l f e e l priviledged 
and honoured i n serving the Heri­
tage Commission with a l l i t s 
i n t e l l e c t u a l p o s s i b i l i t i e s and the 
modest experience i t has gained 
i n three and a h a l f years 
Moreover the l i b r a r y of the Centre 
which now possesses about 10000 
volumes and i s u t i l i z i n g computer 
technology, s h a l l also be a t the 
disposal of the Heritage Commis­
sion" . 

H.E. Mr. Ilhan Evliyaoglu, the 
Minister of Culture and Tourism 
of Turkey representing the Turkish 
Government, assured,that "the i n -
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t e r e s t shown t o the Istanbul 
Centre by our Government w i l l also 
be extended t o t h i s Commission." 
He paid t r i b u t e t o the sagacity 
and wisdom of H.R.H.Prince Faisal 
Bin Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz and hoped 
t h a t h i s chairmanship of the Com­
mission would ensure i t s success. 
He underlined the wide range of 
Islamic Cultural Heritage and said 
t h a t " A l l studies and research 
regarding Islamic C u l t u r a l Heri­
tage must be undertaken by speci­
a l i s e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l organisa­
t i o n s . " 

I n h i s opening speech, H.R.H. 
Prince Faisal Bin Fahd Bin Abdul 
Aziz, Chairman of the Commission, 
said : "Our target i s t o serve the 
islamic f a i t h i n every possible 
way and serving the heritage i s a 
basic service of t h i s f a i t h . I t 
i s a pleasure t o work i n t h i s 
Commission with scholars who are 
not only w e l l known and respected 
i n t h e i r own countries but also 
i n the whole Islamic world. This 
w i l l encourage and f a c i l i t a t e the 
work of the Commission." He also 
emphasized the need of informing 
the Muslim youth of t h e i r Islamic 
heritage and said "Our Islamic 
youth always asks about hi s h e r i ­
tage and how best t o know, v i s i t 
and study i t . I s h a l l be thankful 
i f t h i s i s a s t a r t i n g p o i n t i n the 
work programme of the Commission." 

H.E. Mr. Habib Chatty, Secretary 
General of the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference, appealed t o 
the whole world t o save the Holy 
City of Al-Quds and termed i t a 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of whole mankind 
and said "Cultural heritage i s 
a c o l l e c t i v e asset which must be 
preserved. This i s our duty and 
we have t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n the re­
a l i s a t i o n of the projects r e l a t i n g 
t o preservation." 

Regarding the Commission's r o l e , 
he remarked t "We believe t h a t i n 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r 

the Preservation of Islamic Cul­
t u r a l Heritage, a l l the e f f o r t s 
w i l l be gathered t o r e a l i s e co­
operation i n t h i s f i e l d and t o 
achieve the Commission's object­
ives and strengthening our s o l i d ­
a r i t y as ind i v i d u a l s and as 
nations. We have i n f r o n t of us a 
wide range f o r cooperation, 
coordination, exchange of 
information and ideas about our 
heritage and also t o preserve i t s 
i d e n t i t y and au t h e n t i c i t y leading 
t o the b i r t h of a better f u t u r e . " 

At the end, H.E. Prof. Abdelhadi 
Boutaleb, Director General of 
ISESCO gave a speech and remarked 
t h a t j " the contemporary 
renaissance of the Islamic Ummah 
i n the socio-economic, s c i e n t i f i c 
and technologic f i e l d s must 
i n e v i t a b l y be based on the 
islamic heritage and enlighten 
himself with h i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
and must take t h i s power from hi s 
composition." which was followed 
by a sl i d e show on islamic 
architecture presented by the 
famous photographer Mr. Sami 
Guner. 

Working Sessionst 

The f i r s t working session opened 
the same evening. I t was chaired 
by His Royal Highness, Prince 
Faisal Bin Fahd Bin Abdul Azizj 
H.E. the Secretary General of the 
Organisation of the Islamic Con­
ference and members of the Com­
mission were also present. He 
expressed the support of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia f o r the 
a c t i v i t i e s of the Commission. He 
also conveyed the congratulations 
of His Majesty the King f o r the 
a c t i v i t i e s and projects and 
affirmed t h a t the Commission wi t h 
i t s i n t e r n a t i o n a l character i s 
indeed worth a l l the a t t e n t i o n and 
esteem. He also addressed h i s 
thanks t o H.E. the Secretary 
General of the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference f o r the e f f o r t s 



made i n the establishment of the 
Commission. 

After the opening speech, agenda 
of the meeting was unanimously 
approved. The following decisions 
were made: 

1. To p r i n t the catalogue of 
the I s l a m i c Heritage Exhibition, 
prepared by UNESCO. 

2. To organise a photography 
exhibition on i s l a m i c a r c h i t e c t ­
ure. 

3. To organise a photography 
exhi b i t i o n of the masterpieces of 
calligraphy to be displayed i n the 
i s l a m i c world. 

4. To organise seminars among 
young Muslims i n Mekka and Medina 
for the occasion of the 15th Cen­
tury H i j r a on the subject of 
I s l a m i c Heritage and to encourage 
other Islamic States to do the 
same i n t h e i r respective count­
r i e s . 

5. To organise a drawing compe­
t i t i o n among children featuring a 
mosque and i t s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 

6. To publish a brochure i n t r o ­
ducing the objectives and the 
functions of the Commission. 

7. To publish a p e r i o d i c a l 
giving information on the preser­
vation of i s l a m i c heritage and 
d i s t r i b u t i n g i t i n the e n t i r e 
i s l a m i c world. 

8. To d i s t r i b u t e awards i n 
academic i n s t i t u t i o n s of a r c h i ­
tecture and a r t for the best 
p r o j e c t s i n s p i r e d from i s l a m i c 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . 

9. To prepare audio-visual doc­
uments on the masterpieces of i s ­
lamic a r t . 

10. To declare an i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

year of Islamic Heritage during 
which the Commission w i l l execute 
a s p e c i a l programme and a l l 
I s l a m i c States w i l l p a r t i c i p a t e . 

11. To organize a Symposium on 
I s l a m i c Heritage e n t i t l e d : "The 
Actual State of I s l a m i c Heritage 
and R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s for i t s Pre­
servation and Stimulation." 

12. To ensure the p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
of the Commission i n other i n t e r ­
national projects concerned with 
the preservation of I s l a m i c Heri­
tage i n Al-Quds a l - S h a r i f i n co­
operation and coordination with 
the Commission of Al-Quds and 
other i n t e r n a t i o n a l I s l a m i c and 
Arabic organisations. 

The Commission charged the Secre­
t a r y to make detailed studies of 
each one of these projects and 
r e l a t e d f i n a n c i a l requirements to 
determine the p r i o r i t i e s , stages 
and aspects of t h e i r r e a l i s a t i o n , 
and to accomplish t h i s work before 
the next meeting of the Commis­
sion. 

The f i n a l session was held on 
Wednesday night under the c h a i r ­
manship of H.R.H. Prince F a i s a l 
Bin Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz. The r e ­
port of t h i s l a s t meeting was read 
and accepted. The Commission also 
studied the means for financing 
these p r o j e c t s . Thus i n addition 
to what precedes, the Commission 
decided that: 

1. Declaration of an award 
i n the name of His Majesty King 
Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz. The Chairman 
of the Commission announced that 
His Majesty had decided to donate 
$ 100.000 to cover a l l expenses 
and awards for the i s l a m i c a r c h i ­
tecture competition to be organ­
ised i n the academic i n s t i t u t i o n s 
of a r c h i t e c t u r e and a r t . 

2. Approval of the publica­
t i o n of a s p e c i a l i s s u e on I s l a m i c 



a r t i n the Swiss-French review 
" L ' O e i l " . H.R.H.Prince F a i s a l Bin 
Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz announced that 
he would donate $ 30.000 for the 
preparation of t h i s issue which 
w i l l be supervised and directed 
by Dr. A f i f Bahnassi. I t was de­
cided that a t l e a s t 5000 copies 
would be given to the Commission, 
the income of which would finance 
other p r o j e c t s . 

3. Approval of the prepara­
tion of a r e g i s t e r e n t i t l e d the 
"Register of I s l a m i c Heritage 
Properties", i n which the h i s t o r ­
i c a l buildings, c i t i e s , s i t e s and 
works of patrimony w i l l be r e ­
corded under the below conditions: 

c) The projects which w i l l be 
undertaken by the Commission w i l l 
only be confined to the r e g i s t e r e d 
p r o j e c t s i n accordance with the 
request of the concerned party. 

4. Approval of the project 
to motivate the I s l a m i c waqf for 
the Preservation of I s l a m i c Heri­
tage and to confirm the importance 
of the waqfs i n supporting large 
s c a l e p r o j e c t s . The Commission 
al s o decided that t 

a) The theme of one of the fu­
ture symposiums s h a l l bei "The 
Waqfs as Means for the Preserva­
t i o n of Isl a m i c Heritage." 

a) I n s t i t u t i o n s or concerned 
p a r t i e s desiring to be included 
i n t h i s r e g i s t e r w i l l present de­
t a i l e d information on the import­
ance of t h e i r properties. 

b) The Commission's approval for 
r e g i s t r a t i o n w i l l be given a f t e r 
the Secretary's presentation of 
h i s report on the subject. 

b) Dr. A f i f Bahnassi s h a l l pre­
pare a detailed study on t h i s 
p r o j e c t . 

I t was decided that the next ex­
traordinary meeting of the Com­
mission be held during the l a s t 
week of May 1984 a t the Executive 
Centre of the Commission i n I s ­
tanbul. 

H.R.H. Prince Faisal Bin Fahd bin Abdulaziz Chairman of the Inter­
national Heritage Commission. 



GLIMPSES FROM THE 14TH ICFM 
DHAKA 6-10 DEC. 1983 

The f i v e - d a y 14th I s l a m i c F o r e i g n 
M i n i s t e r s Conference of the Or­
g a n i s a t i o n of I s l a m i c Conference 
opened on Tuesday, 6 December 1983 
a t Sangsad Bhaban ( P a r l i a m e n t 
House) Dhaka, Bangladesh. The 
c o n f e r e n c e was f o r m a l l y opened by 
C h i e f M a r t i a l Law A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
Lt.Gen.H.M.Ershad. I n h i s opening 
a d d r e s s , he s t r e s s e d t h e f a c t of 
" g i v i n g I s l a m i c u n i t y and s o l i d ­
a r i t y new meaning and new l i f e " . 
On t h e s u b j e c t of e d u c a t i o n and 
c u l t u r a l c o o p e r a t i o n , he l a i d em­
p h a s i s on s t r e n g t h e n i n g the i n s ­
t i t u t i o n s of r e s e a r c h e s t a b l i s h e d 
w i t h i n the framework of the Or­
g a n i s a t i o n of the I s l a m i c Con­
f e r e n c e and urged " a l l i s l a m i c 
c o u n t r i e s t o i n v o l v e themselves 
f u l l y i n t h e work of t h e s e i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s i n the i n t e r e s t of the 
I s l a m i c Community as a whole." 
T r a c i n g t h e h i s t o r y of I s l a m i n 
Bangladesh, he s a i d t " I s l a m came 
t o Bangladesh i n the 8 t h Century 
(2nd Century H i j r a ) and s p r e a d t o 
t h e f o u r c o r n e r s of our c o u n t r y . 
I t s i n f l u e n c e was a l l p e r v a s i v e . 
I t s impact on our c u l t u r e , educa­
t i o n , and l e g a l system, i n sum, 
our e n t i r e way of l i f e has endured 
t o t h i s v e r y day. During t h e s e 
1100 y e a r s , i t has shaped and 
c o n d i t i o n e d every sphere of a c t i ­
v i t y . There i s e v i d e n c e of our 
r i c h i s l a m i c h e r i t a g e i n e v e r y 
c o r n e r of Bangladesh. I s l a m i c mo­
numents, mosques, b u i l d i n g s , mad-
r a s s a s , c a r a v a n - s e r a i s abound". 

I n h i s speech, H.E. Mr.Habib 
Ch a t t y , S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l of t h e 
O r g a n i s a t i o n of the I s l a m i c Con­
f e r e n c e p r a i s e d t h e prominent r o l e 
of Bangladesh w i t h i n t h e O rgani­
s a t i o n of the I s l a m i c Conference 
and o f f e r e d h i s profound thanks 
t o the Government of Bangladesh 
f o r i t s generous h o s p i t a l i t y , 
o u t s t a n d i n g c a r e and warm welcome. 

On the s u b j e c t of c o o p e r a t i o n , he 
opined: "Convinced of t h e need t o 
promote c u l t u r a l c o o p e r a t i o n among 
muslims so as t o enable them t o 
a s s e r t t h e i r p e r s o n a l i t y , h e l p one 
another, c o n s o l i d a t e t h e i r f a i t h , 
a c q u i r e s t r e n g t h and i n v u l n e r a b i ­
l i t y and i n c r e a s e t h e i r knowledge 
and t h e i r c a p a c i t y t o defend t h e i r 
homelands and r e v i v e t h e a u t h e n t i c 
i s l a m i c c i v i l i z a t i o n i n whose 
g r e a t h e r i t a g e , they a l l p a r t i c i ­
p ate r e g a r d l e s s of r a c e , c o l o u r 
and tongue, our o r g a n i s a t i o n has 
e s t a b l i s h e d important i n s t i t u t i o n s 
i n t h i s f i e l d such as...The Re­
s e a r c h Centre f o r I s l a m i c H i s t o r y , 
A r t and C u l t u r e and I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Commission f o r the P r e s e r v a t i o n 
of I s l a m i c H e r i t a g e , headquartered 
i n I s t a n b u l .... D e s p i t e t h e f a c t 
t h a t , our O r g a n i s a t i o n has devoted 
t o the p o l i t i c a l s i d e a c o n s i d e r ­
a b l e p a r t of i t s e f f o r t s and 
a c t i v i t i e s i n view of the c o l o s s a l 
p o l i t i c a l problems f a c i n g t h e 
Muslim Ummah." 

Meanwhile t h e Conference a c c e p t e d 
t h e r e q u e s t of t h e R e p u b l i c of 
B e n i n f o r membership and B e n i n was 
a c c e p t e d as t h e 44th member of 
t h e O.I.C. 

H.E.Mr. Bakary Drame, A s s i s t a n t 
S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l f o r t h e C u l t u ­
r a l and S o c i a l A f f a i r s and f o r 
t h e I s l a m i c S o l i d a r i t y Fund, 
opened t h e f i r s t meeting of the 
O r g a n i s a t i o n of t h e I s l a m i c 
Conference C u l t u r a l Committee on 
7 December 1983. Mr.Mujibul Haq, 
member of the P l a n n i n g Commission 
of Bangladesh, was unanimously 
e l e c t e d Chairman of t h e Committee. 
As r e g a r d s o t h e r members, H.E. 
S h e i k h Ahmed Al-Mubarak from 
Saudi A r a b i a and H.E. Haj Foda 
S o r i b a Camara from Guinea were 
e l e c t e d V i c e - c h a i r m a n and 
Rapporteur r e s p e c t i v e l y . H.E. Mr. 
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Drame, introduced various items 
on the agenda of the Committee. 
The Committee discussed each item 
i n a s p i r i t of understanding and 
Islamic f r a t e r n i t y and the con­
cerned d r a f t resolutions were ap­
proved unanimously. 

The Research Centre f o r Islamic 
History, A rt and Culture was re­
presented by Dr. Ekmeleddin I h -
sanoglu, Director General of the 
Centre and Mr. Mohammed Tamimi and 

Mr. Ahmed Ladjimi. The Committee 
commended "The genuine and out­
standing work of the Centre and 
i t s Director General as we l l as 
t h e i r important achievements i n 
such a short period and with l i m ­
i t e d means". The work plan of the 
Centre f o r 1983/84 was also ap­
proved and the member states were 
ca l l e d upon to pay t h e i r mandatory 
contributions. 

Given below i s the f u l l t e x t of 
the resolution : 

i i i w u i i i i t * t m i t i i i t * *x * o 
ill 

& % 

-A view form the 14th ICFM-Dhaka. 



RESOLUTION No:3./l 4-CS 
ON 

THE RESEARCH CENTRE FOR 
ISLAMIC HISTORY, ART AND CULTURE 

AT ISTANBUL 

The 14th Islamic Conference of 
Foreign Ministers meeting i n Dha­
ka, People's Republic of Bangla­
desh from 2 to 6 Rabiul Awwal 
1404 H.(6-10 December 1983) 

Recalling resolution 13/5-C on the 
Centre, adopted by the Thirteenth 
Islamic Conference of Foreign Mi­
ni s t e r s : 

Having reviewed the report of the 
Board of Directors of the Centre 
at i t s second meeting held at I s ­
tanbul i n Rajab 1403 H. ( A p r i l 
1983) 

Having reviewed the recommenda­
tions of the Islamic Commission 
for Economic, Cultural and Socials 
A f f a i r s a t i t s Tenth session held 
i n Jeddah i n Zul-Hija 1403 H. 
(October 1983) 

Having examined the annual report 
of the Director General of the 
Centre. 

1- Approves the recommendations 
of the Board of Directors of the 
Centre a t i t s second meeting. 

2- Commends the genuine and 
outstanding work of the Centre and 
i t s Director General as we l l as 
t h e i r important achievements i n 
such a short period and with l i m ­
i t e d means, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n res­
pect of the f i r s t stage of the 
res t o r a t i o n a t i t s new Headquart­
ers i n the h i s t o r i c a l l y important 

palace which the Government of 
the Republic of Turkey has kindly 
offered t o serve as i t s permanent 
seat. 

3- Calls upon Member States 
which have not yet done so t o pay 
t h e i r contributions and donations 
to the budget of the Centre so 
that the Centre may pursue i t s 
a c t i v i t i e s and achieve the ob­
jec t i v e s f o r which i t was estab­
lished. 

4- Approves the work plan of the 
Centre f o r 1983/84. 

The f i r s t meeting of the I n t e r ­
national Commission f o r the 
Preservation of Islamic Cul­
t u r a l Heritage which was held i n 
Istanbul on 8-9 November 1983, 
was also on the agenda of the 
Cultural Committee. H.E.Mr. Osman 
Al Saad, the representative of 
H.R.H. The Chairman and Dr. 
Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Secretary 
of the Commission, br i e f e d the 
members of the Committee on the 
outcome of the f i r s t meeting of 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r 
the Preservation of Islamic 
C u l t u r a l Heritage. The report 
prepared by the Istanbul Centre, 
executive organ of the Commission, 
also came under discussion. The 
members pinpointed the importance 
of the work assigned t o the Com­
mission and assured t h e i r f u l l 
support i n the execution of i t s 
projects. The f i r s t budget of t h i s 
Commission was also approved by 
the concerned f i n a n c i a l committee 
of the Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference. Given below i s f u l l 
t e x t of the resoluti o n on the 
Commission as approved by the 
Cultural Committee. 



RESOLUTION No:4/14-C 
ON 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR 
THE PRESERVATION OF ISLAMIC 

CULTURAL HERITAGE 

The Fourteenth Islamic Conference 
of Foreign Ministers meeting i n 
Dhaka, People's Republic of Bang­
ladesh from 2 t o 6 Rabiul Awwal 
1404 H.(6-10 December 1983) 

Recalling Resolution No. 6/13-C 
of the Thirteenth Islamic Confe­
rence of Foreign Ministers on the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r the 
Preservation of Islamic C u l t u r a l 
Heritage 

Having examined the report of the 
Committee on i t s f i r s t meeting 
held i n Istanbul i n Safar 1404 H. 
(November 1983) 

Recalling resolutions of the pre­
vious Islamic Conferences on the 
preservation of the h i s t o r i c a l 
c i t i e s and islamic monuments and 
cooperation and coordination w i t h 
the Organisation of Islamic Capi­
t a l C i t i e s , 

1. Endorses the recommendations 
of the f i r s t meeting of the I n t e r ­
national Commission f o r the Pre­
servation of Islamic C u l t u r a l 
Heritage. 

2. Calls upon the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Commission f o r the Preservation 
of Islamic Cultural Heritage t o 
coordinate i t s a c t i v i t i e s w i t h the 
plans of Member States and a l l the 
c u l t u r a l organizations and i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s set up by the Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference i n res­

pect of Islamic Heritage i n a b i d 
t o concert Islamic e f f o r t s i n the 
same d i r e c t i o n . 

3. Appeals t o Member States t o 
extend f i n a n c i a l and moral support 
t o the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission 
fo r the Preservation of Islamic 
Cultural Heritage. 

4. Commends the measures under­
taken by the General Secretariat 
i n coordination with the Interna­
t i o n a l Commission f o r the Preser­
vation of Islamic C u l t u r a l Heri­
tage and the Research Centre f o r 
Islamic History, Art and Culture 
fo r the completion of the neces­
sary studies, the formulation of 
a comprehensive scheme f o r the 
salvage of the c i t i e s of Hamadal-
l a and Timbuctu i n the Republic 
of Mali, the r e s t o r a t i o n and 
maintenance of the Mosque of Demak 
i n the Republic of Indonesia, and 
the despatch of experts t o make a 
f i e l d inspection and submit a r e ­
p o r t t o the General Secretariat 
of the Organisation of the I s l a ­
mic Conference on the basis of 
which a very early action can be 
taken i n the matter. 

5. Authorises the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Commission f o r the Preservation 
of Islamic Cultural Heritage t o 
maintain l i a i s o n w i t h the Organi­
sation of the Islamic Capital Ci­
t i e s with a view t o improving co­
operation and coordination between 
them i n the area of preserving 
islamic monuments and h i s t o r i c a l 
c i t i e s . 

6.Supports the proposals of the 
Government of the People's 
Republic of Bangladesh t h a t the 

9 



1410 H. may be d e c l a r e d I s l a m i c 
H e r i t a g e Y ear. 

7.Endorses the p r o p o s a l s of the 
Government of the P e o p l e 1 s 
R e p u b l i c of Bangladesh t h a t e l a ­
b o r a t e programmes may be drawn up 
t o conduct world-wide s u r v e y of 
the a c t s of d e f i l i n g I s l a m i c 
H e r i t a g e and Monuments i n v a r i o u s 
c o u n t r i e s s p e c i a l l y i n non-Muslim 
c o u n t r i e s where the Governments 
may be urged t o g i v e adequate 
a t t e n t i o n f o r t h e i r r e p a i r , r e s ­
t o r a t i o n and p r e s e r v a t i o n . 

Dhaka, c a p i t a l of Bangladesh , 
hummed w i t h c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s 
d u r i n g the p e r i o d of the Con­
f e r e n c e . These i n c l u d e d an I s l a m i c 
A r t s and C r a f t s E x h i b i t i o n a t t h e 

new b u i l d i n g of the Bangladesh 
N a t i o n a l Museum, an I s l a m i c Books 
and F o l k l o r e E x h i b i t i o n a t Bangla 
Academy and Second B i e n n i a l A r t 
E x h i b i t i o n a t t h e F i n e A r t s 
Academy ( S h i l p a k a l a Academy) d i s ­
p l a y i n g a r t s and c r a f t s from 13 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g A s i a n C o u n t r i e s . I n 
a d d i t i o n , the d e l e g a t e s were a l s o 
e n t e r t a i n e d w i t h a c u l t u r a l show 
a t the F i n e A r t Academy and a 
t a t t o o show by the Bangladesh 
R i f l e s . 

On F r i d a y , 9th Dec. 1983, the 
heads of d e l e g a t i o n s j o i n e d t h e 
P r e s i d e n t of Bangladesh a t B a i t u l 
Mukarram, the famous and l a r g e s t 
mosque of Dhaka, f o r Jumaa 
p r a y e r s . 

- Heads of the delegation of the 14th ICFM with President Ahsanuddin 
Chowdhury at Bangahhaban. 
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FOURTH ISLAMIC SUMMIT, 
CASABLANCA-MOROCCO 16-19 
JANUARY 1984 

-A view from the 4th Islamic Summit meeting. 

The 4th Islami c Summit opened on 
16 January 1984 a t the Royal 
Palace a t Casablanca, Morocco, 
with H.M. King Fahd Bin Abdul 
Aziz, The President of the 3rd 
Islamic Summit i n the c h a i r . The 
Summit meeting was preceded by a 
meeting of the Islamic Conference 
Foreign Ministers (ICFM) on 12 
January 1984 a t Rabat under the 
chairmanship of H.R.H. Prince Saud 
Bin F a i s a l , Foreign Minister of 
Saudi Arabia, which prepared the 
agenda for the Summit. I n addi­
t i o n , the three commissions formed 
by the O.I.C., i n p o l i t i c a l , eco­
nomic and c u l t u r a l f i e l d s a l s o 
held t h e i r sessions and prepared 
the d r a f t resolutions to be pre­
sented to the Summit for approval. 
The newly independent country 

Brunei was also unanimously ad­
mitted to the O.I.C. as the 45th 
member. 

At Casablanca, a f t e r the opening 
speech of H.M. King Fahd Bin Abdul 
Aziz, the outgoing chairman of the 
4th Islamic Summit Conference, 
H.M. King Hasan I I was elected 
President of the 4th Islami c 
Summit. H.E. Mr. Habib Chatty, 
Secretary General of the O.I.C. 
made a speech i n which he 
reviewed the a c t i v i t i e s of the 
Organisation and al s o b r i e f e d the 
delegates about the stage of im­
plementation of the resolutions 
adopted and decisions made a t the 
3rd Summit held a t T a i f , Saudi 
Arabia. 
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The Summit, i n i t s r e s o l u t i o n on 
the I s t a n b u l Research Centre 
(no.IS/4-84/DR.2/Rev.3), p r a i s e d 
"the valuable achievements of 
the Centre within a short period 
of its establishment and the 
efforts exerted by its Governing 
Council to realise the lofty 
objectives for which it was set 
up. " 

I n another r e s o l u t i o n adopted on 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r 
the P r e s e r v a t i o n of the I s l a m i c 
C u l t u r a l Heritage (no.IS/4-84/CS/ 
DR.3/Rev.3), the Summit expressed 
"its satisfaction at the fact 
that the Commission will forthwith 
start its activities" and a l s o 
welcomed "the decision taken to 
place the Commission under the 
chairmanship of H.R.H. Prince 
Faisal Bin Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz" 
and expressed hope "of seeing the 
Commission achieve, under h i s 
chairmanship, the o b j e c t i v e s 
assigned t h e r e t o and the noble 
goals f o r which i t was e s t a b l i s h ­
ed" . The two afore-mentioned reso­
l u t i o n s a l so c a l l e d upon member 

s t a t e s t o extend moral and mater­
i a l support t o these i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

During the Summit, an e x h i b i t i o n 
on "Sciences i n I s l a m i c C i v i l i z a ­
t i o n " was a l s o organised and was 
prepared by, among o t h e r s , Dr. 
Mohammed S i j e l m a s s i , an eminent 
scholar on I s l a m i c A r t s and member 
of t h e Governing Council of the 
I s t a n b u l Centre and also ex-
o f f i c i o member of the Heritage 
Commission. On d i s p l a y i n the 
e x h i b i t i o n were s c i e n t i f i c books 
on I s l a m i c H e r i t a g e , m i n i a t u r e s , 
photographs and reproductions o f 
the most important manuscripts i n 
d i f f e r e n t f i e l d s on I s l a m i c 
knowledge and sciences. 

On the other hand, Dr. Ekmeleddin 
Ihsanoglu, D i r e c t o r General of the 
Centre and Mr. Ahmed L a j i m i , 
researcher a t the Centre, v i s i t e d 
the ISESCO i n Rabat. Dr. Ekmeled­
din Ihsanoglu and H.E. Prof. Ab-
del h a d i Boutaleb, D i r e c t o r General 
of the Organisation had a c o r d i a l 
d i s c u s s i o n about a cooperation 
between the two i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

-Another view from the 4th Islamic Summit meeting 



NEWS FROM THE CENTRE 

I - F i r s t Phase of g i t Qasr 
Restoration Ends. 

The f i r s t phase of the r e s t o r a t i o n 
of g i t Qasr was s u c c e s s f u l l y com­
pleted i n June/July 1983. This 
greatly helped i n easing the 
weight off the old building, Seyir 
Kosku, on account of the expanding 
s t a f f . Besides accommodating the 
research s t a f f and the l i b r a r y 
personnel/ the new building now 
houses the compact l i b r a r y , word 
processor or mini-computer sec­
tion, a multi purpose h a l l , an 
exh i b i t i o n room. On t h i s occasion 
the Centre presents i t s thanks to 
H.E.Mr. Habib Chatty, Secretary 
General of the Organisation of 
the Isla m i c Conference and the 
General S e c r e t a r i a t for t h e i r 
u n f a i l i n g support of the projec t . 
The funds were mainly made up of 
pr i v a t e contributions. The Centre 
expresses i t s gratitude to the 
following for t h e i r generous 
contributions which made the 
r e a l i s a t i o n of the project 
possible within record time. 

1- Republic of Turkey 
2- Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
3- H.R.H.Prince Hasan Bin 

T a l l a l - Crown Prince of 
Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan 

4- Arab-Turkish Bank A.§. 
Istanbul 

5- C a l l to Islam Society, 
T r i p o l i - L i b y a 

6- Mr. A.Aydm Bolak, I s t a n ­
bul 

7- Mr. Muammer §ahin, Ankara 
8- Mr. §ank Tara, Enka Hol­

ding A.§., Istanbul 
9- King F a i s a l Foundation -

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 

The Centre also puts on record i t s 
appreciation to a l l craftsmen who 
a c t u a l l y c a r r i e d out the r e s t o r a ­

tion work with dedication and 
speed, e s p e c i a l l y Arch.Eng. 
Mr.Nevzad Ilhan, and contractors 
Messrs.Erdogan Tolga and Asaf 
Cakir. 

The Centre hopes that the r e s t o r ­
ation w i l l be completed as soon 
as possible, e s p e c i a l l y the land­
scaping of the surrounding 
grounds, the restoration of i t s 
entrance and the r e p a i r s to i t s 
roof. The Centre hopes that a l l 
member s t a t e s , i n s t i t u t i o n s and 
interested p a r t i e s w i l l contribute 
to t h i s project. 

I I - V i s i t of Deans and Rectors of 
Jordan U n i v e r s i t i e s . 

A delegation consisting of Deans 
and Rectors of Jordan U n i v e r s i ­
t i e s v i s i t e d the Centre on 24 
October 1983. Prof.Dr.Abdus Salam 
Al-Majali, Rector of the Univer­
s i t y of Jordan, Amman, headed the 
delegation which also included 
Prof. Dr. Adnan Badran, Rector of 
the University of Yarmouk and 
Prof. Dr. A l i Muhafadhah, Rector 
of Mut'ah University. F r u i t f u l 
dicussions were held on coopera­
t i o n between t h e i r u n i v e r s i t i e s 
and the Centre. The guests were 
l a t e r shown two documentaries 
produced by the Centre on the 
subjects of "calligraphy"and "de­
corations"- the two a r t s of the 
book. 

I I I - V i s i t of Mayors of Arab 
C i t i e s and the Members of Arab 
Town Organisation 

This delegation consisting of the 
Mayors of Arab C i t i e s and the 
members of Arab Urban Development 
I n s t i t u t e v i s i t e d the Centre on 



27 October 1983. Talks were held 
about cooperation. I n p a r t i c u l a r , 
the proposal of having a j o i n t 
seminar e n t i t l e d "Preservation of 
Islamic Heritage of Architectural 
C i v i l i z a t i o n i n Islamic C i t i e s " 
drew a good response from both 
sides. The d e t a i l s w i l l be 
discussed i n due course of time. 

IV- V i s i t of Delegation from the 
Academie Diplomatique, Vienna and 
Students and Teachers of the 
University , of Economics i n 
Vienna-Austria. 

A j o i n t delegation of Academie 
Diplomatique, Vienna, headed by 
Dr. Heinrich Pfusterschmid-Hard-
tenstein, Director of Academie 
Diplomatique,Vienna, and students 
of the University of Economics i n 
Vienna, headed by Prof. Dr. Hein­
r i c h Stremitzer, Pro-Rector, 
v i s i t e d the Centre on 23 November 
1983. They were taken around 
various departments of the Centre 
a t the end of which a b r i e f ques­
tion-answer session was held.The 
Director General of the Centre 
explained the aims and objectives 
and research a c t i v i t i e s of the 
Centre. They expressed t h e i r 
appreciation of the progress of 
the Centre w i t h i n a short period 
of three and a ha l f years. Re­
cording h i s impressions of the 
v i s i t , the Director of Academie 
Diplomatique, Vienna wrote : "We 
have seen a very healthy baby on 
the way t o become a grown-up 
w i t h i n a very short period. Your 
task i s very important not only 
w i t h i n the Islamic World but f o r 
a l l mankind." 

V- V i s i t of a Delegation of the 
King Faisal Research Centre and 
Islamic Studies, Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia. 

A delegation of the King Faisal 
Foundation Research Centre f o r 
Islamic Studies, Riyadh, v i s i t e d 
the Centre on 23-24 November 1983. 

Director General, Dr. Zaid A l -
Hussaini was accompanied by Dr. 
Ahmed A l - T w a i j r i , a s t a f f member 
of the King Saud University of 
Riyadh and advisor t o the Centre. 
A meeting of the senior s t a f f 
members of the Istanbul Centre was 
arranged with the guests which 
mainly focused on the issue of 
cooperation between the two 
Centres. Dr. Zaid Al-Hussaini 
b r i e f e d the Istanbul Centre s t a f f 
about t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s . The pre­
sent p r i o r i t i e s of his Centre 
comprised, among others, compila­
t i o n of an Islamic Encyclopaedia 
of Education, c o l l e c t i o n of i s l a ­
mic manuscripts ( t h e i r present 
c o l l e c t i o n stands at 4.000), de­
velopment of a l i b r a r y w i t h a 
target of half a m i l l i o n books, 
establishment of a King Faisal 
Gallery f o r the display of ob­
jects of Islamic Arts and Manus­
c r i p t s , etc. During the discus­
sion, a concensus emerged that 
there i s a great p o s s i b i l i t y of 
cooperation between the two 
Centres i n the f i e l d of catalog­
ing of islamic manuscripts. Only 
i n Turkey, there are reported t o 
be nearly h a l f a m i l l i o n manus­
c r i p t s which need t o be cataloged 
or "to be given a b i r t h c e r t i f i ­
cate towards t h e i r eventual 
census" as was described by Dr. 
Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Director 
General of the Istanbul Centre. 
I t was decided i n p r i n c i p l e t o 
conduct a t r a i n i n g course on "Ma­
nuscript Cataloging" a t the I s ­
tanbul Research Centre. 

VI- I n s t a l l a t i o n of a Word-
Processor/Mini Computer. 

A Word-Processor/Mini Computer was 
recently i n s t a l l e d a t the Centre. 
This w i l l help i n mechanical pro­
cessing of the data. The composi­
t i o n of the "Newsletter" and other 
publications i n three o f f i c i a l 
languages of the Centre i . e . 



-Mini-ccmputer staff at work. 

English, French and Arabic w i l l 
be possible. The 4th issue of the 
Newsletter i n English and French 
was composed i n the word proces­
sor on an experimental b a s i s . I t 
proved a success. 

V I I - An I n t e l e c c t u a l Evening 
with Mr.Roger Garaudy - Famous 
Muslim French Philosopher and 
Thinker. 

Mr. Roger Garaudy, French p h i l o ­
sopher and thinker who embraced 
Islam recently, came to the 
Centre on November 29, 1983 for 
an i n t e l l e c t u a l evening which was 
attended by distinguished perso­
n a l i t i e s of the c i t y such as 
professors, members of the Corps 
of Diplomats, and j o u r n a l i s t s . 
The get-together took the form of 
a question-answer meeting i n 
which the guest scholar answered 
at length the questions put to 
him. He also talked about h i s 
l i f e story and h i s conversion to 
Islam. He compared the dominant 
modern philosophies with Islam 
and proved l a t t e r ' s s u p e r i o r i t y 
i n solving the problems of the 
a f f l i c t e d humanity. (A summary of 

h i s t a l k s s h a l l be given i n the 
next i s s u e of our Newsletter.) 

V I I I - Lecture by Prof. Dr. Abid 
Reza Bedar. 

Dr. Abid Reza Bedar, Director of 
the Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public 
L i b r a r y , Patna, Bihar, Ind i a , was 
the guest speaker of the Centre 
on the evening of December 7, 
1983. He spoke about " L i b r a r i e s 
i n India with s p e c i a l reference 
to Khuda Bakhsh Library and i t s 
P r o j e c t s . " 

I t may be r e c a l l e d t h a t the Khuda 
Bux L i b r a r y i n India i s the most 
important one which has Arabic 
and Persian manuscripts I t was 
established nearly a century ago 
with the u n t i r i n g e f f o r t s of an 
Indian Muslim philanthrophist 
Khuda Bux, who was f i r e d with the 
ambition of acquiring rare manus­
c r i p t s and preserving them for 
p o s t e r i t y . The speaker t o l d the 
audience that p r o j e c t s of the 
l i b r a r y included, among others, 
the following: 

( i ) Hand-Lists of Manuscripts! 
(6 Volumes) Three each i n Arabic 
and Persian are already published 



and these cover nearly 90% of the 
Lib r a r y ' s c o l l e c t i o n of manus­
c r i p t s . These hand-lists contain 
only the basic information. 

( i i ) Detailed Descriptive Cata­
logues of Manuscripts: 
34 volumes are stated to have been 
published by 1981. These cata­
logues describe the manuscripts 
i n d e t a i l including an a n a l y s i s 
of t h e i r contents. While the hand­
l i s t s are i n o r i g i n a l languages 
of the manuscripts, these detailed 
catalogues are i n English. 

( i i i ) C r i t i c a l Editions of Rare 
Manuscriptsi 
20 such manuscripts have been co­
vered pertaining to the Quran, 
Hadith, History, L i t e r a t u r e and 
Di c t i o n a r i e s . I n the words of the 
speaker,the object i s , "to s i f t 

gold from the sand" and introduce 
the best and the r a r e s t 
manuscripts. To achieve t h i s , the 
l i b r a r y plans to hold seminars on 
the subject of rare manuscripts 
at three regional centres i n 
Indi a . Scholars from I n d i a , 
Pakistan . and Bangladesh w i l l be 
i n v i t e d to read papers. As a 
r e s u l t of these seminars and 
discussions, they expect to reach 
a culmination whereupon the most 
important manuscripts s h a l l be 
selected, edited, t r a n s l a t e d and 
published for the benefit of the 
whole world. 

He emphasised the need for 
carrying out s i m i l a r exercises 
elsewhere e s p e c i a l l y i n Turkey 
which i s very r i c h i n t h i s f i e l d . 

I 
- Prof.A.R.Bedar giving his lecture at the Centre. 

Dr.H.Nuhoglu from the Centre. 
On his left is 



THE CENTRE'S LIBRARY 

- Visiting team of Library experts from Cairo. Right to left: Prof. 
N. Terazi, Prof. A.M.Isaa, Mr. A.Mustapha and in the middle Dr. 
Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Director General of the Centre. 

The development of a good r e f e r ­
ence l i b r a r y has always been a top 
p r i o r i t y of the Centre. U n t i l now 
the attention was mainly focused 
on new ac q u i s i t i o n s which included 
encyclopaedias, rare books, bib­
liographies, a t l a s e s , albums, mo­
nographs, catalogues, maps and 
other c l a s s i c a l reference works. 
The Centre now a l s o has a good 
c o l l e c t i o n of Urdu books. E f f o r t s 
are being made to acquire books 
from other member countries as 
w e l l . The Centre recently bought 
a compact l i b r a r y with closed 
shelves. The t o t a l number of 
books reached 10000 i n addition 
to 300 s p e c i a l i s e d p e r i o d i c a l s . 
While the new a c q u i s i t i o n s are 
continuing, the work on c l a s s i f i ­
c ation and cataloging which 
start e d a few months ago i s i n 
f u l l swing. Dewey Decimal system 
i s used and the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of 
a r t and reference books i s 
fi n i s h e d . A renown team of l i b ­
rary science experts v i s i t e d the 
Centre to l a y down the foundations 
for the re-organisation of the 
l i b r a r y , t r a i n i t s s t a f f , estab­
l i s h i t s general p o l i c y and begin 
the work of cataloging and c l a s ­
s i f i c a t i o n of i t s c o l l e c t i o n . This 
team co n s i s t i n g of Prof. Ahmed 

I s a a , ex-Director General of 
L i b r a r i e s of the Cairo University 
and ex-Prof, of Li b r a r y Sciences 
of the Omdurman University i n 
Sudan; Prof. Nasrullah M. T e r a z i 
ex-Director of the Department of 
Orien t a l Catalogues i n the 
National Library of Egypt and 
Prof.of Turkish Language i n the 
Ain Shems and Cairo U n i v e r s i t i e s ; 
and Mr. M.Anwar Mustapha, an 
expert of Library Sciences for 
ALECSO, came to the Centre i n the 
summer of 1983. The General 
Administration of the Centre and 
the s t a f f of the Li b r a r y take t h i s 
occasion to extend t h e i r thanks 
and gratitude for t h e i r a s sistance 
and valuable advise, e s p e c i a l l y 
to Prof. I s a a , great scholar, for 
h i s voluntary s e r v i c e s . 

Mr. Ahmed I s a a came to the I s t a n ­
bul Centre again i n February 1984 
and stayed for two weeks to over­
see the work that was st a r t e d i n 
the summer and the progress that 
was made since then. 

Professor Necmeddin Sefercioglu 
from Ankara University a l s o 
v i s i t e d the Centre for a short 
t r a i n i n g programme about " l i b r a r y 
techniques". 



THE CENTRE PARTICIPATES IN THE 
16TH INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR. 
CAIRO-EGYPT, JANUARY 26-
FEBRUARY 6, 1984 

- Dr.Ekrneleddin ihsanoglu with H.E. Dr.Fuad Muhyiddin, Prime Minister 
of Egypt at the International Book Fair in Cairo. 

The C e n t r e p a r t i c i p a t e d f o r the 
f i r s t time a t the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Book F a i r of C a i r o . The 16th 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Book F a i r of C a i r o 
was i n a u g u r a t e d by Dr. Fuad Muh­
y i d d i n , Prime M i n i s t e r of Egypt. 
The f a i r i s o r g a n i s e d e v e r y y e a r 
by t h e G e n e r a l E g y p t i a n Book Or­
g a n i s a t i o n . A book s t a l l was 
i n s t a l l e d i n s i d e the e x h i b i t i o n 
h a l l where the p u b l i c a t i o n s of the 
Centre were d i s p l a y e d . The s t a n d 
was decorated w i t h f i n e specimens 

of c a l l i g r a p h i c works t h a t h i g h l y 
i n t e r e s t e d the v i s i t o r s , e s p e c i ­
a l l y t h e s c h o l a r s and i n t e l l e c t ­
u a l s . I t may be mentioned here 
t h a t t h e Centre a l s o has p l a n s t o 
p u b l i s h a book on t h e m a s t e r p i e c e s 
of c a l l i g r a p h y i n the near f u t u r e . 
The eminent s c h o l a r s of C a i r o 
a l s o showed keen i n t e r e s t i n o t h e r 
r e s e a r c h p u b l i c a t i o n s of the 
C e n t r e , p a r t i c u l a r l y , "The Muslim 
Pi o u s Foundations and R e a l E s t a t e s 
i n P a l e s t i n e " and "The World 



Bibliography of Translations of 
the Meaning of the Holy Quran". 
As a r e s u l t of t h i s exposure of 
Centre's a c t i v i t i e s a t the exhibi ­
tion, the orders for publications 
have already started coming i n . 

Dr. Fuad Muhyiddin, the Prime 
Minister of Egypt, v i s i t e d the 
Centre's s t a l l and talked to Dr. 
Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Director 
General of the Centre who pre­
sented him with the publications 
and b r i e f e d him on other projects 
of the Centre. The Prime Minister 
showed h i s appreciation for a l l 
the work r e a l i s e d by the Centre. 
The Egyptian mass-media was much 
interested i n the p a r t i c i p a t i o n 

of the Centre a t the F a i r . The 
Prime Minister i n the interview 
that he gave to the Egyptian TV, 
mentioned, among others, the 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n of the Centre a t the 
F a i r . This news was also c a r r i e d 
by the famous Cairo Newspaper 
"Al-Ahram" of 27 Jan. 1984. The 
F a i r , one of the best i n the Arab 
World, was v i s i t e d by more than 
1.5 m i l l i o n people. I n addition 
to the Director General the 
Centre's delegation consisted of 
Mr. H a l i t Mollahoseyin and Mr. 
Zeki Oren, l i b r a r i a n and a s s i s t a n t 
l i b r a r i a n of the Centre. They also 
took t h i s opportunity of ordering 
books for the Centre's l i b r a r y 
which i s growing quite s a t i s ­
f a c t o r i l y . 

H.E. Dr.Fuad Muhyiddin and Ministry of Culture- of Egypt H.E.Mr.M. 
Abdulhamid Ridwan visiting the Centre's stand in the International 
Book Fair with Dr.Ekmeleddin ihsanoglu, Director General of the 
Centre. 



H.E. MR. MUKERREM TASQBOGLU, 
MINISTER OF CULTURE AND TOURISM 
OF TURKEY VISITS THE CENTRE. 14 
JANUARY 1984 

- H.E.Mtikerrem Tasqioglu visiting the Centre 
oglu briefing him about the Centre. 

Dr.Aslam and Dr.Nuh-

The new minister of Culture and 
Tourism of Turkey, H.E. Mr.Muker-
rem Tascioglu paid a v i s i t to the 
Centre on Saturday, 14 January 
1984. He was taken around various 
sections of the Centre where he 
received information from scholars 
a t work. He p a r t i c u l a r l y showed 
keen i n t e r e s t i n the rapidly 
growing l i b r a r y of the Centre and 
was t o l d about the s p e c i a l i s e d 
nature of i t s a c q u i s i t i o n s . He 
highly praised the ex c e l l e n t work 
done i n the f i r s t phase of the 
res t o r a t i o n of the h i s t o r i c 
building of " C i t Qasr" which now 
houses the headquarters of the 

Centre. He was also b r i e f e d by Dr. 
M. Aslam, Interim Director 
General, about the research 
pr o j e c t s being undertaken a t the 
Centre, some of which had already 
been published. I n h i s speech, he 
lauded the work of the Centre and 
assured the continued support of 
h i s Ministry and the Government 
of Turkey to the Administration 
of the Centre during i t s valuable 
endeavours i n the cause of Islam i c 
a r t , c ulture and h i s t o r y . Given 
below i s a fa c s i m i l e of the 
impressions recorded by him i n 
Turkish. 

and thanks to the Research Centre 
for I s l a m i c History, Art and 
Culture for t h e i r precious e f f o r t 
i n re-acquainting our c u l t u r a l 
treasure to the new generations 

I am thankful to the General 
Director and a l l the members of 
the Centre who co-operated i n t h i s 
work 

Miikerrem Ta§cioglu 
Minister of Culture and Tourism 
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CULTURAL NEWS DIGEST OF THE 
MUSLIM WORLD 

SAUDI ARABIA 
7 m i l l i o n Copies of the Holy Quran 

A contract was signed a t Jeddah 
on August 1, 1983 between the 
Saudi Pilgrimage and Endowments 
Minister, H.E. Mr. Abdul Wahab 
Abdul Wasie and a Saudi National 
firm for the administration and 
operation of the King Fahd complex 
for the p r i n t i n g of 7 m i l l i o n co­
p i e s of the Holy Quran annually. 
The copies w i l l be distributed i n 
the I s l a m i c Countries through the 
head-office of the Muslim World 
League a t Jeddah. 

New Secretary General of the 
Muslim World League, Mecca 

Dr. Abdullah Omar Nassef has been 
appointed new Secretary General 
of the League. He was the Rector 
of King Abdul Aziz University, 
Jeddah, before he took over the 
League. Dr. Abdullah Nassef i s a 
distinguished muslim i n t e l l e c t u a l 
and i s widely known i n the 
Islam i c world. The Centre takes 
t h i s opportunity to congratulate 
him on h i s new appointment and 
wish him success. I t i s hoped 
that the cooperation between the 
Centre and MWL s h a l l be further 
strengthened. Dr. Abdullah Nassef 
paid a v i s i t to the Centre l a s t 
year. The post of the Secretary 
General was vacant, a f t e r the sad 
demise of H.E. Sheikh Mohammad 
A l i al-Harakan. The l a t e Secretary 
General was a renowned scholar 
whose sudden death was mourned 
throughout the I s l a m i c World. 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia recently 
t o l d the members of the Consti­

tuent Council of the Muslim World 
League that "the Isla m i c World 
counts on the MWL to propagate 
the p r i n c i p l e s of Islam, 
help muslims a l l over the world 
and to support them to face a l l 
kinds of i n j u s t i c e and 
oppression." 

INDONESIA 
Inte r n a t i o n a l Conference of 
Muslim ' I n t e l l e c t u a l s ' 

An International Conference of 
Muslim " I n t e l l e c t u a l s ' was planned 
i n Jakarta for 15-19 December 
1983. President Suharto was 
expected to open the Int e r n a t i o n a l 
Conference which would discuss, 
problems of health, population 
and development. 

EGYPT 

Millenium Celebration of the 
Al-Azhar University 

Millenium Celebrations of founding 
of Al-Azhar Al-Sherif University 
were held l a s t year. The delegates 
attending the celebrations 
emphasised the need to implement 
is l a m i c s h a r i a , introduce i s l a m i c 
education a t a l l l e v e l s , and 
defend Islam against a l i e n 
cultures and ideologies and 
l a s t l y to rescue Al-Quds A l -
Sherif from occupation. The 
delegates emphasised the role of 
Al-Azhar Al-Shei?±f—in the Isla m i c 
Culture. 



MALAYSIA 
Int e r n a t i o n a l Islamic Univer­
s i t y of Malaysia Starts Regis­
t r a t i o n . 

The newly established Islamic 
University of Malaysia started 
r e g i s t e r i n g students f o r the f i r s t 
academic session s t a r t i n g Sept.-
Oct.1983. U n t i l the middle of 
August 1984, a t o t a l of 126 had 
registered.- 100 were l o c a l 
students. Subjectwise breakdown 
was, 66 f o r Faculty of Economics 
(48 men and 18 women) 60 f o r 
Faculty of Law (40 men and 20 
women). 

Centennial Celebrations of the 
Mimar Sinan University ( Known as 
the Istanbul Academy of Fine 
A r t s ) . 

The Centenary was celebrated from 
3rd t o 23rd March 1983, and the 
programme included lectures, panel 
discussions, concerts of c l a s s i c a l 
music, f i l m s and a special e x h i b i ­
t i o n on Osman Hamdi Bey, ( i t s 
founder) and the l a s t one hundred 
years of Turkish Art. 

The Anatol ian C i v i l i z a t i o n s 
E x h i b i t i o n , 22 May-30 September 
1983, Istanbul 

TURKEY 
D i s t r i b u t i o n of 2nd Agha Khan 
Architecture Award 
The t r i e n n i a l award was i n s t i t u t e d 
i n 1976 by Agha Khan. I n the words 
of i t s founder 'the award i s hoped 
to i n s p i r e a new sense of direc­
t i o n and stimulate fresh t h i n k i n g 
and c r e a t i v i t y while appreciating 
the value of h i s t o r i c a l t r a d i ­
t i o n " . The f i r s t awards were 
presented i n 1980 i n Lahore, 
Pakistan. The second award-giving 
ceremony was held i n Istanbul on 
4 September 1983 a t the Topkapi 
Palace, seat of the Ottoman 
Sultans and the Caliphs. The 
President of Turkey, Kenan Evren, 
speaking on the occasion commended 
the Agha Khan award f o r "promoting 
the preservation of Islamic 
Heritage through architecture i n 
the face of ever-changing economic 
and social conditions." This 
year's winners ranged from a 
t r a d i t i o n a l mud mosque i n Niono, 
Mali, t o the modern Hajj Terminal 
i n Jeddah, and a Turkish t r a d i ­
t i o n a l house by Mr.N.Cakiroglu. 

The e x h i b i t i o n was held as part 
of the Council of Europe's arts 
exhibitions and was the 8th i n the 
series. The e x h i b i t i o n started 
simultaneously at various museums 
such as Saint Irene Museum, Top­
kapi Palace Museum, Saint Sophia 
Museum, and the M i l i t a r y Museum. 
At Topkapi Museum, c a l l i g r a p h i c 
works of the Seljuk and Ottoman 
periods were displayed. 

IRAN 
Project t o prepare an Encyclo­
paedia. 

Mi n i s t r y of Islamic Guidance of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran i s 
undertaking a project of prepa­
r i n g a comprehensive Encyclo­
paedia of Islam under the direc­
t i o n of Ayatullah Montazeri. 

KUWAIT 
Islamic Art Museum 

A Museum of Islamic Art was 
opened i n Kuwait i n the presence 
of about 600 guests from Europe 
and the United States. Majority 
of the Museum's acquisitions are 
part of the c o l l e c t i o n of Sheikh 



Naser Sabah al-Ahmad al-Sabah, a 
businessman from the Kuwaiti 
r u l i n g family and are reported t o 
have been loaned t o the Museum 
for f i v e years. Some of the most 
outstanding works of a r t housed 
i n the museum included: the 
rarest piece of Iranian miniature 
of the 15th Century, a wooden 
casket carved with calligraphy 
and formal patterns, dated 1344 
A.D.j an Egyptian bowl of the 
15th Century, once the property 
of Ernst Kofler-Truniger, the 
famous Swiss c o l l e c t o r . I t took 
Sheikh Naser about 8 years t o 
complete t h i s c o l l e c t i o n . The 
museum was highly praised by a r t 
c r i t i c s f o r the q u a l i t y of i t s 
acquisitions. Sheikh Naser also 
loaned his l i b r a r y of History of 
Arts t o the Museum's Library 
which now contains books i n 
Arabic and Western languages. 

Plan t o establish an Arab Gulf 
University 

A project t o establish an Arab 
Gulf University of Sciences i s 
now i n the f i n a l stage. The idea 
i s sponsored by 19 Arab Gulf 
U n i v e r s i t i e s . Dr. Abdus Salam of 
Pakistan, a Nobel Prize winner, 
has been deputed t o prepare the 
plans. The University i s t o be 
based i n Bahrain and s h a l l 
i n i t i a l l y " f i l l the e x i s t i n g gap 
i n s c i e n t i f i c and technological 
f i e l d s " among the u n i v e r s i t i e s 
i n the Gulf region." 

PAKISTAN 

Establishment of Hamdard Prize 
Foundation 

The famous Hamdard Foundation of 
Pakistan has recently i n s t i t u t e d 
the 'Hamdard Prize Foundation' 

wi t h a c a p i t a l of Rs 10 m i l l i o n 
t o be d i s t r i b u t e d f o r outstanding 
contributions i n the f i e l d of 
medicine (both Eastern and 
Western), h i s t o r y , community 
services, chemistry and Islamiat. 
F i r s t prizes t o be given i n 1985 
w i l l only be confined t o the 
f i e l d of medicine with gradual 
coverage of other subjects. The 
necessary f o r m a l i t i e s w i l l be 
completed during 1984 and the 
awards w i l l be announced i n 1985. 
The value of the prizes i n 1985 
w i l l be Rs 1.25 lakh. A working 
committee has already been nomi­
nated t o manage the Prize Founda­
t i o n . 

E x h i b i t i o n of Quranic Manus­
c r i p t s 

An e x h i b i t i o n of 38 rare facsim­
i l e s of Quranic manuscripts and 
t h e i r bindings donated by the 
World of Islam Festival Trust, 
London, was held i n Karachi i n 
1983. I t was opened by Mr. A.K. 
Brohi, Chairman of the National 
15th Century H i j r a Committee of 
Pakistan i n the presence of Mr. 
A l i s t a i r Duncan, Director of the 
Islamic Trust, who also gave a 
lecture on "Al-Quds" with the 
support of 63 slide s . 

Plan t o have a Museum of Islamic 
Heritage 

Pakistan decided t o establish a 
museum of Islamic Heritage i n 
Islamabad. The President of 
Pakistan recently constituted a 
six-member committee under the 
chairmanship of the Minister of 
Planning which w i l l submit a re­
port on the plan of work. The 
museum w i l l portray the Islamic 
past of the country. 



PALESTINE CHRONICLE 

Bait-ul-Maqdis Day; 

On the c a l l of the Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference and i n 
memory of the 13th aniversary of 
the sacriledge and tragedy of 
Bait-ul-Maqdis, meetings were 
held throughout the Islamic world 
on August 21st 1983. The speakers 
recounted the repeated acts of 
aggression perpetuated by the 
I s r a e l i s which did not even spare 
the r e l i g i o u s shrines. I n t h i s 
regard, the constant v i o l a t i o n s 
of the UN resolutions and disre­
gard f o r the i n t e r n a t i o n a l public 
opinion were decried by the spea­
kers. (The Muslim World, 20 August 
1983) . 

Distorted Version of the Holy 
Quran 

The Indonesian Embassy i n Beirut 
reported t h a t I s r a e l has financed 
the p u b l i c a t i o n of the Holy Quran 
i n Beirut f o r eventual d i s t r i b u ­
t i o n t o various countries. These 
copies w i l l probably have omitted 
or misplaced verses with the 
object of creating confusion and 
discord among the Muslims. The 
Indonesian Government has already 
ordered an inquiry regarding the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of t h e i r being 
smuggled i n t o the country. (The 
Muslim World, July 2, 1983 and 
June 25,1983). 

Arabs Demand return of Waqf 
Properties. 

The Arabs i n I s r a e l have demanded 
the return of t h e i r waqf proper­

t i e s f o r self-administration. 
Their r e l i g i o u s t r u s t properties 
and the custody of p r i v a t e 
properties were taken over by 
I s r a e l i n 1949. This demand was 
made a t a meeting at Nazareth and 
i t was described as an inalienable 
r i g h t of the community "to admi­
n i s t e r i t s t r u s t properties f o r 
the r e l i g i o u s and c u l t u r a l pur­
poses f o r which these waqfs had 
been ac t u a l l y created." The value 
of the properties owned by r e l i ­
gious t r u s t s run i n t o several 
b i l l i o n d o l l a r s . (Impact Interna­
t i o n a l , 13-26 May 1983). 

Repair of the H i s t o r i c Hasan Bey 
Mosque i n Jaffa. 

The minaret of the h i s t o r i c a l 
Hasan Bey Mosque i n Jaffa had 
collapsed mysteriously on 2 A p r i l 
1983. Despite the lapse of one 
year, no progress i s reported t o 
have been made i n r e p a i r i n g the 
damage. I t may be mentioned here 
t h a t the land belongs t o the waqf, 
but the Local Land Department 
transferred i t t o the I s r a e l i 
M i n i s t r y of Religious A f f a i r s . The 
Ministry had stated t h a t i t would 
re t u r n the Mosque t o the waqf 
a f t e r the completion of the 
repairs. The Government of Egypt 
has already offered t o send two 
architects and donate 10.000 
Egyptian pounds fo r the purpose. 
I t i s reported t h a t a s i m i l a r 
o f f e r by Jordan was refused by the 
I s r a e l i Government. 

(Impact I n t e r n a t i o n a l . 13-26 May 
1983) 
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TV Documentary "The Battle f o r 
Beirut" 

On the f i r s t anniversary of the 
I s r a e l i invasion of Beirut, a 50 
minutes TV documentary f i l m t i t l e d 
"The B a t t l e f o r Beirut" was pro­
duced by "Blackrod Production", 
an independent B r i t i s h Company. 

The f i l m was made i n collabo­
r a t i o n with Islamic Council of 
Europe and consists of three 
parts. I t s commentary was w r i t t e n 
by Mr. Nigel Maslin and read by 
Mr. John Tusa, a well-known 
broadcaster of BBC 2. The docu­
mentary gives a h i s t o r i c a l review 
of the I s r a e l i invasion of Beirut 
and massacre of the Palestinians. 
I t presents the grim events and 
a t r o c i t i e s committed by I s r a e l 
against the Palestinians and the 
Lebanese l a s t year. 

Plea t o Preserve Palestinian 
Cultural Heritage 

Mr.Mac Bride, a former Minister 
of Foreign A f f a i r s of Republic of 
Ireland and a winner of the Nobel 
Peace Prize has issued a passion­
ate plea f o r safeguarding the 
C u l t u r a l Heritage of Palestine 
which i s i n r e a l danger of being 
completely destroyed by I s r a e l . 
He has already formed an interna­
t i o n a l organisation t o deal with 
t h i s subject. The name of the said 
organisation i s "The I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Association f o r the Safeguard and 
Enhancement of Palestinian 
Cultural Heritage" (PCHA) and was 
formed i n Paris i n March 1982. He 
i s also President of the Interna­
t i o n a l Peace Bureau at Geneva and 
had e a r l i e r headed an interna­
t i o n a l body which investigated 
the v i o l a t i o n s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

law by I s r a e l i n Lebanon. On the 
issue of preserving the 
Palestinian Culture, he said: 
"There was a very good Palestinian 
I n s t i t u t e i n Beirut but i t has 
been destroyed and ransacked by 
the I s r a e l i . forces. When they 
occupied Beirut, they pulled down 
i t s o f f i c e s and destroyed l o t s of 
records there." He also drew a t ­
t e n t i o n t o the unspeakable condi­
tions of many Palestinian monu­
ments on the West Bank and also 
stressed the need t o pre'serve 
t h e i r a r t , costumes, jewellery, 
books etc., fo r the time when 
these people w i l l regain t h e i r 
homeland. (The MWL, Dhul H i j j a h 
1403) 

Islamic Museum Jerusalem-
Mysterious Thefts of Cultural 
Items 

Valuable a r t i c l e s worth m i l l i o n s 
of d o l l a r s were reported t o have 
been stolen from the Jerusalem-
Islamic Museum during one night 
i n A p r i l 1983. The stolen items 
contained, among other things, 
ancient watches and clocks, 
paintings and rare books. 

Demand f o r Return of Cultural 
Documents Relating t o Palestinian 
Research Centre i n Beirut 

PLO has appealed t o the c i v i l i z e d 
world t o urge I s r a e l t o return 
a l l the documents of the Palestine 
Research Centre i n Beirut which 
were taken away by the I s r a e l i 
occupation forces during t h e i r 
invasion of Beirut l a s t year. 
(Detailed news on the c u l t u r a l 
plunder of I s r a e l i n Lebanon and 
Palestine was carried i n the 3rd 
issue of our Newsletter) 



CULTURAL NEWS DIGEST OF THE 
MUSLIM MINORITIES 

CANADA 

Muslim Heritage Week: 

In appreciation of the important 
c o n t r i b u t i o n made by the Canadian 
Muslims t o the economic prosperity 
and welfare of Canada, a Muslim 
Heritage Week was observed i n Ot­
tawa towards the middle of 1983. 
The Mayor of Ottawa, Mr. Marion 
Bewar, speaking on the opening 
ceremony of the Week, said :"The 
5 000 Muslims l i v i n g i n the na­
t i o n a l c a p i t a l region are an im­
portant p a r t of our c u l t u r a l mo­
saic and have done much t o make 
t h i s a t r u l y cosmopolitan c i t y . " 

CHINA 
L i b e r a l i s a t i o n and New Oppor­
t u n i t i e s f o r Islamt 
According t o the members of a 
multi-national Muslim delegation 
from Hong Kong who v i s i t e d China 
recently, the present leadership 
of China i s pursuing a p o l i c y of 
r e l a t i v e tolerance and permitting 
more r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y . Chinese 
Muslims i n Canton t o l d the dele­
gation t h a t they are now given 
more autonomy i n conducting r e l i ­
gious a f f a i r s and performing the 
r e l i g i o u s r i t e s . They t o l d the 
delegation t h a t they were provided 
with s a c r i f i c i a l goats and lambs 
on the occasion of the l a s t Eid-
ul-Azha. 

The members of the delegation a t ­
tended prayers i n the Canton 
Mosque which i s reported t o be the 

oldest remaining symbol of Islamic 
Culture i n China. The re s t o r a t i o n 
of the mosque i s now being carried 
out and p a r t i c u l a r e f f o r t s are 
made t o save the 360 feet high 
and 25 feet wide minaret. 

The Islamic Association of China 
also has plans t o construct a 
guest house i n the compound of the 
Mosque f o r the Muslim v i s i t o r s t o 
Canton. The delegation and the 
Chinese Muslims had discussions 
about the l i f e of the Holy 
Prophet and speeches were made on 
the scope of new opportunities 
fo r Islam i n China. However, i t 
i s d i f f i c u l t t o say whether t h i s 
i s a r e s u l t of a r e a l change of 
heart or j u s t a t a c t i c a l l i b e r a l i ­
sation. Only time w i l l t e l l t h i s . 
I n any case, the early signs are 
a welcome departure from the 
repressive p o l i c i e s of the era of 
the c u l t u r a l revolution. 

U.K. 
The United Kingdom Islamic 
Mission t 

The Birmingham branch, of the U.K. 
Islamic Mission has recently es­
tablished a multi-purpose Islamic 
Centre which houses a mosque, a 
school f o r Islamic education, a 
book shop and a Quran study 
centre. 

The U.K. Islamic Mission (London) 
was founded i n 1962. I t s objective 
was t o safeguard the c u l t u r a l 
i d e n t i t y of muslims i n the U.K. 
and t o promote f r i e n d l y r e l a t i o n s 
between Muslims and Christians. 
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The mission now has 70 members and 
nearly 20 sub-offices. 

The mission has a marriage bureau 
which helps muslim parents i n 
f i n d i n g suitable mates f o r t h e i r 
boys and g i r l s . Other projects 
are an Investment Company, a 
Muslim employment service, a Mus­
lim Cooperative Housing Society 
and a Muslim Children's House. 

"Arts and the Islamic World" 
Quarterly 

The Islamic Arts Foundation, Lon­
don, has recently started pub­
l i s h i n g a new quarterly a r t maga­
zine t i t l e d "Arts and the Islamic 
World". Mr. Muazzam A l i i s the 
Chairman of the Board of Editors 
and Mr. Jalaluddin Ahmed i s the 
Executive Editor of the magazine. 
I t s f i r s t issuecame out i n Winter 
1982/1983. 

Establishment of an Islamic 
University i n London 

An organisation named the Islamic 
Supreme Council f o r Education i n 
B r i t a i n i s considering the idea 
of establishing an Islamic Uni­
v e r s i t y i n London. The preliminary 
studies are i n progress. The B r i ­
t i s h Ministry of Education has 
already approved the idea, subject 
t o the provision of the necessary 
academic and administrative s t a f f . 
The Council has already decided 
to establish a secondary school 
fo r muslim g i r l s i n London and 
funds are raised t o purchase a 
suitable b u i l d i n g f o r the purpose. 

The Exh i b i t i o n of Contemporary 
Arab Graphic Art 

The G r a f f i t i Gallery, London, held 
an important e x h i b i t i o n of con­

temporary Arab graphics displaying 
the works of 15 Arab a r t i s t s . I t 
was the 2nd e x h i b i t i o n i n succes­
sion on the subject and remained 
open u n t i l August 18, 1983. The 
e x h i b i t i o n introduced works of 
young a r t i s t s t o the world of a r t 
for the f i r s t time. The works 
which were displayed unmistakably 
r e f l e c t e d e f f o r t s of a r t i s t s t o 
s t r i k e a balance between the need 
to maintain t h e i r c u l t u r a l iden­
t i t y and the demands of a changing 
society. 

Islamic Art Week at Sotheby's 
Auction House 

Sotheby, one of the most important 
auction houses of London, held a 
series of auctions, under the 
t i t l e of Islamic Week, covering a 
r i c h v a r i e t y of a r t i s t i c pieces 
from Islamic c i v i l i z a t i o n s . The 
auctioned items included manus­
c r i p t s , miniatures, rugs, metal-
work, pottery and coins. The I s ­
lamic coins sale was described as 
the best of i t s kind Among the 
rarest coins were, an Umayyad 
dinar dating back t o 103 AH (721 
CE) struck i n Kairouan mint ( o l d 
I f r i q i y a ) i n Tunisia. Also on 
sale was the gold Ayyubid dinar 
struck by Saladin i n Damascus i n 
583 AH (1187 CE). This was a 
commemorative coin issued on the 
recapturing of Jerusalem t h a t 
year. The Islamic coins are of 
great p o l i t i c a l and h i s t o r i c a l 
i n t e r e s t and help i n t r a c i n g down 
the events that were not otherwise 
recorded. 

MOZAMBIQUE 
Formation of Mozambique Islamic 
Congress 

A Mozambique Islamic Congress was 
formed i n the f i r s t quarter of 
1983 representing over 170 Mosque 



Committees and associations based 
i n Mozambique. Mr. Mohammad Aboo-
baker i s the co-ordinator of the 
new organisation. The address of 
the MIC i s : Box No» 572, Maputo, 
Mozambique (Telex:6474, cable : 
Congresso). (The Muslim World, 
September 10, 1983) 

YUGOSLAVIA 
Bosnia Muslims 

Bosnia i s one of the 6 Republics 
of Yugoslavia's Federal State. The 
population of Muslims i n Yugosla­
vi a i s around 4 m i l l i o n s , which 
i s the largest Muslim Community 
i n any country outside Asia and 
A f r i c a . According t o o f f i c i a l f i ­
gures, the muslims of Bosnia form 
about 40% of Bosnia's population. 
Bosnia muslims are old Croats who 
converted t o Islam during the Ot­
toman period. Bosnia muslims are 
complaining of p o l i t i c a l and eco­
nomic discrimination and facing 
other c u l t u r a l problems such as 
provision of " h a l a l " food f o r 
muslim children i n schools, etc. 

NEPAL 
The Society of "Servants of 
Muslims" (Khuddamul Muslimeen) 

The Society was established i n 
1960 a f t e r the independence of 
Nepal by a devoted group of Ne-
palese Muslims. The Society en­
deavours t o r e a l i s e , among others, 
the objectives of propagation of 
Islam i n the mountainous regions 
of Nepal > establishment and main­
tenance of mosques and madrasasj 
t r a n s l a t i o n of the Holy Quran i n ­
t o the l o c a l language, and promo­

t i o n of bonds of Islamic brother­
hood. The Society i s said t o have 
achieved many concrete re s u l t s and 
has earned the respect of other 
r e l i g i o u s bodies. 

U.S.A. 
Muslim Students Association of 
United States and Canada (M.S.A.) 

The MSA was formed i n 1962 at the 
University of I l l i n o i s and has now 
become an e f f e c t i v e means of 
strengthening the roots of Islamic 
Culture i n North America. I t s an­
nual conventions now represent the 
largest Muslim gatherings i n North 
America. The f i r s t phase of the 
construction of the Centre's was 
made possible by a $3.3 m i l l i o n 
donation of His Highness, Khalifa 
Bin Hamad Al-Thani, the Ruler of 
Qatar. Islamic Cnetre of North 
America has an area of 124 acres 
near Indianapolis and consists of 
a mosque, a l i b r a r y and some 
o f f i c e s covering an area of 
40.000 square feet on three 
f l o o r s . The second phase w i l l 
feature a conference centre,youth 
camps, administrative buildings 
and o f f i c e s . The t h i r d phase w i l l 
mainly include a cemetery. I n i t s 
e f f o r t s t o become s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t , 
a North American Islamic Trust 
was formed i n 1973, which made a 
p r o f i t of $ 160.000 on i t s 
various a c t i v i t i e s . Another MSA 
service organisation, "The 
Islamic Teaching Centre" formed 
i n 1977, i s devoted t o Da-wah. 
Due t o an impressive growth, the 
MSA has recently acquired a new 
form w i t h the establishment of an 
o v e r a l l umbrella organisation 
known as the Islamic Society of 
North America. 



The address of MSA i s given below : 

The Muslim Students Association 
of the US and Canada 
P.O.Box 38, P l a i n f i e l d , I N , 46168 
U.S.A. Tel.: (317)839 8157. 

The Islamic Science Foundation 
Westchester County, New York 

The $5 m i l l i o n b u i l d i n g of the 
foundation (Est.1975) including 
the mosque w i l l soon be formally 
opened. The foundation i s already 
holding classes i n Arabic, r e l i ­
gion and Quran r e c i t a t i o n . I t also 
has a microfilm l i b r a r y and i s 
embarking upon an exchange prog­
ramme f o r scholars from US and 
Islamic countries. Despite a great 
number of churches and synagogues, 
there was no place f o r muslim 
children f o r ins t r u c t i o n s i n 
Islamic f a i t h and cu l t u r e . 

E x h i b i t i o n about the "Heritage of 
Islam" 

An important e x h i b i t i o n on the 
"Heritage of Islam" was held i n 
July-September 1983 a t the Na­
t i o n a l Museum of Natural History 
i n Washington, featuring 250 
s c i e n t i f i c and a r t i s t i c treasures 
collected from 25 countries and 
60 museums and i n s t i t u t i o n s . Not­
able contributors were i New York 
Metropolitan Museum of A r t j Lon­
don's V i c t o r i a and Albert Museum» 
the Louvre Museum, Parisj MUseum 

of Islamic A r t , Cairo; Benaki Mu­
seum, Athens; and Gulbenkian Mu­
seum, Lisbon. 

Symposium on "Islamic Archi­
tecture" 

A Symposium on islamic architec­
ture was held i n June 1983 a t the 
Massachusetts I n s t i t u t e of Tech­
nology. The Symposium was spon­
sored by the Aga Khan Programme 
for Islamic Architecture and was 
attended by architects from a l l 
over the world. 

SOUTH AFRICA 
Islamic Centre and Mosque f o r 
Chatsworth 

A new Mosque i n Chatsworth (South 
Africa) w i l l be b u i l t at a cost 
of 1.5 m i l l i o n rand qn a 3 hec­
tare s i t e . This p r o j e c t , larger 
than Grey Street Juma Mosque of 
Durban, w i l l also include a medi­
cal c l i n i c , legal aid centre and 
nursery. 

Muslim Development Foundation 

The Islamic Council of South Af­
r i c a (ICSA) has launched a "Mus­
lim Development Foundation" f o r 
the socio-economic development of 
the muslims i n South-Africa. The 
Foundation intends t o raise a 
ca p i t a l fund of 5 m i l l i o n rand 
with a membership tar g e t of 
50.000, and mainly t o be c o l l e c t ­
ed through donations. 
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Arabic-Urdu Roots of the South 
African 'Afrikaans' (Dutch) 
Language. 

The Arabic-Urdu roots of the 'Af­
rikaans' language were established 
i n the mid-1970's, when Dr. Ro­
bert S h e l l , of the South-African 
Museum of Cult u r a l History, wrote 
a t h e s i s on the history of early 
Muslims i n South-Africa. He ex­
pressed the view that the Muslim 
e x i l e d to South A f r i c a from Indo­
nesia during the mid 1600s had 
a l s o brought with them t h e i r 
Hollands-Arab l i t e r a t u r e which 
made an important contribution to 
the development of Afrikaans. This 
contribution was however never 
appreciated due to prejudices of 
the white-race. In the South-Af­
r i c a n Museum of C u l t u r a l History 
i n Cape Town are found a unique 
c o l l e c t i o n of 'Hollands-Arab K i -
tabs' which people conversant with 
Arabic or Urdu s c r i p t might read, 
without of course understanding a 
s i n g l e word. S i m i l a r l y most Dutch 
or Afrikaans speakers may a l s o 
appreciate the exotic s c r i p t 
without of course recognising 
t h e i r own language. 

PHILIPPINES 
Publication of an I s l a m i c Da' 
awah Quarterly 'Majjala*. 

An I s l a m i c Da'awah Quarterly i n 
English e n t i t l e d "Majjala" i s 
published i n Manila, P h i l i p p i n e s . 
The f i r s t i s s ue of the quarterly 
appeared i n spring 1983 and 
contained a r t i c l e s by important 
scholars such as Dr. Abdullah Omar 
Nassef, Sheikh Ahmad Salah Jam-
jeon, Dr. M. A l i Kettani and Hon. 
George Baredy. The address of the 
journal i s as under : 

185, Russia Street 
Cor Dona Soledad Road 
Better l i v i n g subd. Para­
na gue, Metro. 
Manila - the Philippines 

ITALY 
Exhibition at the Islamic Cul­
t u r a l Centre, Rome 

An exhibition was held a t the I s ­
lamic C u l t u r a l Centre, Rome, 
I t a l y . H.H. Prince Amini i n h i s 
introduction said,"the exhibition 
was developed to promote a greater 
awareness and understanding of 
Islam not j u s t as a r e l i g i o n which 
i s observed by 900 m i l l i o n people 
throughout the world but also as 
a c i v i l i z a t i o n which has existed 
1400 years ago and i s very much 
a l i v e today". (Impact Interna­
t i o n a l 14-27 Oct. 1983) 

The Rome Centre a l s o plans to 
b u i l d a big mosque and the muni­
c i p a l i t y of Rome has already 
granted permission for construc­
t i o n despite three years' opposi­
t i o n by ' I t a l i a Nostra'. 

THAILAND 
Publication of the Translation of 
the Holy Quran i n Thai Language 

Muslim population of Thailand i s 
reported to be over 4 m i l l i o n . 
Recently, an authentic t r a n s l a t i o n 
of the Holy Quran i n Thai language 
i s s a i d to have been published to 
answer the needs of the increasing 
Muslim population. The t r a n s l a ­
t i o n was undertaken on the order 
of the present King Bhumiboi who 
also provided s p e c i a l funds for 
the purpose. (The Muslim World, 
July 9, 1983) 

WEST GERMANY 
Islam the Second Religion i n West 
Germany 

Islam i s now the second r e l i g i o n 
i n West Germany. According to an 
a r t i c l e t i t l e d "Islam i n West 
Deutschland" (Muslim World' 
No.:50/1983), there are nearly 



1.4 m i l l i o n Turks, 120.000 
Yugoslavs, 80.000 Arabs, 20.000 
Iranians and 1.500 German 
converts. German Muslims are 
taking various steps to impart 
r e l i g i o u s i n s t r u c t i o n to Muslim 
children born i n West Germany 
with a view to acquainting them 
with Isla m i c Culture. (The West 
German Branch of the World Muslim 
Congress l a t e r informed that the 
above s t a t i s t i c s r e l a t e d to 
1978-80. According to t h e i r 
estimates, the exact number i s as 
follows: Turks 1.6 m i l l i o n , Yu­
goslav muslims 140.000, Arabs 
120.000, Germans 1.700 (The 
Muslim World, Sept. 17, 1983). 

BURMA 

The Muslim Population i s spread 
a l l over Burma and almost every 
township has a mosque and a mad-
ras s a . (There are nearly 2.500 
mosques i n Burma). There are also 
a number of r e l i g i o u s waqfs 
( t r u s t s ) administering r e l i g i o u s 
i n s t i t u t i o n s and schools for the 
welfare of Burmese Muslims. Not­
able among these are : Variav 
Trust, Rander Trust, Barbodhan 
Trust, Mamsa Trust, Imamjan Trust, 
Mulla Trust, Jeewa Trust, S h i r a z i 
Trust and Ebrahim Wali Muhammed 
Trust. They are established by 
d i f f e r e n t communities and have 
under t h e i r administration 
schools, cemeteries, . prayer 
grounds, medical c l i n i c s , orphan­
ages, e t c . The Cholia, the Panhay 
and the Arakanese are the main 
muslim communities found i n Burma. 
About 6 muslim organisations have 
the consultative status to the 
Government. 

SPAIN 
The 5th Centenary of the F a l l of 
Muslim Spain 

The 5th Centenary of the f a l l of 
Muslim Spain, Andalusia 
(according to the Gregorian 
Calendar) w i l l come i n the year 
1992. This w i l l be the occasion 
for muslims for re t r a c i n g the 
causes of the decline and defeat 
o f muslim power i n Spain. The 
Islami c c i v i l i s a t i o n i n Anda­
l u s i a produced eminent scholars 
such as Abu Al-Kasem Al-Zahrawi 
and Ibn El-Haythem , and the 
famous philosopher Ibn Rushd, and 
the S u f i philosopher Ibn Arabi 
and i t has l e f t i n d e l i b l e p r i n t s 
on the s o c i o - c u l t u r a l f a b r i c of 
Spain. The influence of Arabic 
language on Spanish i s w e l l known 
and many Arabic words and phrases 
are s t i l l part of the Spanish 
language and Culture.(The Muslim 
World, 4th June 1983). 

INDIA 
Seminar on "Socio-Econcmic and 
Educational Problems of Indian 
Muslims" 

A two-day seminar on "Socio-Eco-
nomic and Educational problems of 
Indian Muslims" was held a t A l i -
garh Muslim University, i n coope­
r a t i o n with the Business and Em­
ployment Bureau of Delhi. The de­
legates regretted that very l i t t l e 
had been done since independence 
to improve the l o t of Indian Mus­
lims. They also suggested to s e t 
up te c h n i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s for 
muslims and other minorities with 
a view to eradicating i l l i t e r a c y 
and poverty among them. The r o l e 
of some pri v a t e t r u s t s and organ­
i s a t i o n s i n the spread of educa­
t i o n was however appreciated by 
Prof. Kishwar, Dean of the Faculty 
of S o c i a l Sciences of Aligarh 
University. (The Muslim World, 20 
August 1983) . 



COOPERATION WITH THE 
CALL TO ISLAM SOCIETY 

- Dr. M.H.Sharif of the Call to Islam Society. 

The I s t a n b u l R e s e a r c h C e n t r e f o r 
I s l a m i c H i s t o r y , A r t , and C u l t u r e 
concluded s e v e r a l agreements w i t h 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s engaged i n t h e f i e l d 
of I s l a m i c c u l t u r e w i t h the aim 
of promoting c o o p e r a t i o n and coor ­
d i n a t i o n . The l a t e s t of t h e s e 
agreements has been concluded w i t h 
the C a l l t o I s l a m S o c i e t y i n 
T r i p o l i . 

Dr.Ekmeleddin I h s a n o g l u , G e n e r a l 
D i r e c t o r of t h e I s t a n b u l C e n t r e , 
met Pr o f . D r . Ahmed Mohammed A l -
S h e r i f , S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l of t h e 
Jam' i y e t AD'DAWA A L - I s l a m i y a , i n 
th e month of March 1984. The s e c ­
r e t a r i e s from v a r i o u s departments 
of t h e mentioned o r g a n i s a t i o n a l s o 
a ttended t h i s meeting, namely the 
s e c r e t a r i e s of t h e F i n a n c i a l Af­
f a i r s O f f i c e , t h e M i s s i o n C e n t r e 
of I s l a m i c T e a c h i n g s (AD'DAWA), 
the I n f o r m a t i o n and P u b l i c a t i o n s 
O f f i c e , and t h e Confer e n c e s and 
O r g a n i s a t i o n O f f i c e . 

At the end of t h e s e s e s s i o n s , 
which l a s t e d f o r t h r e e days, t h e r e 
was a mutual agreement s e t t i n g o u t 

the a c t i v i t i e s of the two o r g a n i ­
s a t i o n s . Among t h e c l a u s e s of t h i s 
b i l a t e r a l agreement, the f o l l o w i n g 
may be mentioned* The Jam' i y e t 
AD'DAWA A L - I s l a m i y a undertakes t o 
a i d t h e I s t a n b u l C e n t r e w i t h t h e 
p r i n t i n g of the C e n t r e ' s p u b l i c a ­
t i o n s . The I s t a n b u l C e n t r e w i l l 
o r g a n i s e a symposium t o be e n t i ­
t l e d The Translations of Qur'an 
Commentaries. The Ja m ' i y e t AD' 
DAWA A L - I s l a m i y a w i l l p r o v i d e au­
d i o - v i s u a l equipment f o r the l i ­
b r a r y of th e I s t a n b u l C e n t r e . The 
I s t a n b u l C e n t r e agreed t o ta k e the 
p l a c e of th e J a m ' i y e t AD'DAWA AL-
I s l a m i y a on the committee which 
has been charged w i t h c o r r e c t i n g 
t h e e r r o r s c o n c e r n i n g I s l a m and 
the I s l a m i c c i v i l i s a t i o n made i n 
the book e n t i t l e d The History of 
Humanity p u b l i s h e d by UNESCO. 

The I s t a n b u l C e n t r e p r e s e n t s i t s 
g r a t e f u l thanks t o t h e Jam' i y e t 
AD'DAWA A L - I s l a m i y a f o r i t s con­
t r i b u t i o n t o t h e cause of I s l a m i c 
c u l t u r e and f o r the s p r e a d of the 
c a l l t o I s l a m (DAWA) over the en­
t i r e world. 
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EDITOR'S POST AND COMMENTS 

" I am i n r e c e i p t of the second 
i s s u e of the Newsletter of the 
Organisation of the Is l a m i c Con­
ference Research Centre for I s l a ­
mic History, Art and Culture, and 
I congratulate you for bringing 
out such an information material 
on the relevant subjects of I s l a ­
mic Culture and C i v i l i z a t i o n . The 
present number portrays very v i ­
v i d l y not only the current news 
and a c t i v i t i e s , but also 
introduces rather a t a l i t t l e 
lenght contemporary a r t and 
a r t i s t s , e s p e c i a l l y the a r t of 
calligraphy. This aspect i s , to 
me, i n t e r e s t i n g as no such 
Newsletter of t h i s kind has 
attempted such subjects." 

Dr. Ahmed Nabi Khan 
I n s t i t u t e of Islamic History, 
Culture and C i v i l i z a t i o n , I s l a m i c 
U n iversity of Islamabad 
Pakistan. 

" I have enjoyed reading the News­
l e t t e r and I have found many ar­
t i c l e s of r e a l i n t e r e s t , l i k e the 
one on the master c a l l i g r a p h e r , 
the l a t e Mr. Hamid Aytac and the 
h i s t o r i c a l review of the e a r l i e s t 
Quranic t r a n s l a t i o n s , to name j u s t 
two." 

Mr. Jorge Centofanti 
Designer-Craftman 
Langton Green, Kent 
England 

"We received the 2nd issue of your 
Newsletter and were pleased with 
i t s contents. I hope that you w i l l 
send us three copies each of your 
f i r s t and second issue and the 
consequent is s u e s that w i l l be 
published i n future." 

Dr. Abdul Aziz Mohammad Al-Zaid 
Dean of the Library A f f a i r s 
Umm Al-Qura University 
Makkah al-Mukarramah 
Saudi Arabia 

" I read t h i s issue of your News­
l e t t e r and found i n i t a l o t of 
useful information about the ac­
t i v i t i e s and projects of the Re­
search Centre for I s l a m i c History, 
Art and Culture, Istanbul and also 
news of Isl a m i c A f f a i r s i n the 
Muslim world. I hope that you w i l l 
continue sending us the Newsletter 
and other publications of the 
Centre." 

Mr. Ibrahim Mohammed al-Mahmood 
Director, I n s t i t u e of Religion 
Ministry of In s t r u c t i o n and Edu­
catio n , s t a t e of Bahrain 

" I acknowledge with happiness and 
thanks the rec e i p t of the 2nd i s ­
sue of your Newsletter. I found 
i t a voice among the voices c a l ­
l i n g to the r i g h t path and a l i g h t 
of t r u t h . I t s t r i v e s to promote 
communication between Muslims and 
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disseminates Islamic thought. I 
pray to Allah for i t s further 
succes and thank you i n advance 
for sending the succeeding i s s u ­
es." 

Dr. Ahmed Bahafizallah 
General S e c r e t a r i a t 
King Abdul Aziz University 
Jeddah-Saudi Arabia 

"Received with thanks the 2nd 
issu e of the Newsletter published 
by the Research Centre for Isl a m i c 
History, Art and Culture, I s t a n -
bul-an organ of the Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference. Since 
the Newsletter gives i n t e r e s t i n g 
news and information, I hope that 
you w i l l send the f i r s t issue a l s o 
to the World Centre for Islami c 
Education of Umm al-Qura Univer­
s i t y a t Makkah al-Mukarramah and 
a l l the succeeding i s s u e s too." 

Dr. Mohammad Jamil Khayyat 
Supervisor/Director 
The World Centre for Islamic Edu­
cation 
Umm al-Qura University 
Makkah al-Mukarramah 
Saudi Arabia 

"Although two months passed since 
your Symposium on Islami c Art, i t 

i s s t i l l very fresh i n my heart 
and mind... I would l i k e to offer 
my h e a r t f e l t congratulations and 
gratitude for your wonderful e f ­
f o r t , for the magnificent organi­
sation of the Symposium and your 
warm h o s p i t a l i t y . You have indeed 
se t a standard that w i l l be hard 
for others to keep up with." 

Animah Syed Mohammed 
11, Jalan Kapur 3/3 
Shah Alam Selangor 
Kuala Lumpur 
Malaysia. 

"The publication of 'Newsletter' 
by Organisation of the Islami c 
Conference Research Centre for 
Islamic History, Art and Culture 
located i n Istanbul i s a good news 
for the Islamic Ummah. The Editor 
General i s Dr. Ekmeleddin. We of­
fe r him best congratulation and 
prayers for the success of h i s 
'Newsletter' as we l l as h i s I s l a ­
mic e f f o r t s on behalf of the Or­
ganisation of the Islamic Confe­
rence Research Center." 

The Firmest Bond, No:9, 
Spring Issue 
(1403 H) 1983 
Geneva, Switzerland 



VOICE OF EASTERN TURKISTAN 

An important magazine c a l l i n g a t ­
tent i o n t o an overlooked Islamic 
country 

I n January 1984 a new magazine 
went i n t o publication i n Istanbul. 
The name of t h i s three-monthly 
magazine i s "The Voice of Eastern 
Turkistan". The publisher and ed­
i t o r - i n - c h i e f i s Isa Yusuf Alpte-
k i n , former General Secretary of 
the Government of Eastern Turkis­
tan. I n his introductory edito­
r i a l , Mr. Alptekin discusses the 
importance of such publications, 
the d i f f i c u l t i e s of magazine pub­
l i c a t i o n , and the importance of 
t h i s p ublication f o r the Eastern 
Turkistan cause. He describes the 
objectives of the magazine as 
"consisting of informing the 
Turkish-Islamic World and the free 
world of humanity of our cause, 
by means of a publication which 
i s based on h i s t o r i c a l and scien­
t i f i c f a c t s . We aim t o convince 
the rest of the world of the 
righteousness of our cause". 

The a r t i c l e s i n t h i s magazine, 
which i s being financed by immi­
grants from Eastern Turkistan, are 
pr i n t e d i n Turkish, Arabic, and 
English. With f i n e q u a l i t y p r i n t ­
ing on good q u a l i t y paper, the 
f i r s t issue of t h i s magazine con­
tai n s the following a r t i c l e s i n 
three languages: 

Foreword, by Isa Alptekinj Let us 
Know Eastern Turkistan, The Voice 
of Eastern Turkistan, Why help 
Turkistan, by Ahmet Guner; Prayer-
Time i n Kashgar (poem), by Niyazi 
Y i l d i r i m Gencosmanoglu j Place 
Names i n Eastern Turkistan, by 
Prof. Dr. Mehmet Eroz> Episodes 
i n the Conversion t o Islam of 
Eastern Turkistan, by Dr. Emel 
Esin; Eastern Turkistan i n the 
1980's by Erkin Alptekinj Notes 
to the Islamic Conference, by Ah­
met Kabakli; Free Eastern Turkis­
tan, by Ergun Gozej Mourning f o r 
My Nation (poem), by Osman Zeki 
Soyyi g i t j A Memorandum, by Isa 

Alptekin; A Declaration, by Prof. 
Dr. Mohammed bin Nasir e l Abudij 
Sixty M i l l i o n Muslims i n the Grip 
of Marxism, by A l i Gumus> and 
News. 

We wish every success t o t h i s new 
and b e n e f i c i a l publication which 
deals with every aspect of the 
past and present of Eastern Tur­
kistan and i t s problems. 

"The Voice of Eastern Turkistan" 
may be obtained from t h i s address: 

Dogu Turkistan Nesriyat Merkezi 
M i l l e t Caddesi. 26/3 
Kucuksaray Apt. 
Ak saray/1STANBUL 

The pr i c e i n Turkey i s 750.- TL. 
per issue or 3.000.- TL. per an­
num. The pri c e abroad i s $ 8.- per 
issue or $ 30.- per annum. 

DOGU TURKiSTANTN 
S E S i o 

\ ofc-e of Kasfem TurkisJan - *£/S& y tu - jE j l Ct^a 

-Cover of the New Magazine 
"Voice of East Turkistan" 



SCHOLARSHIPS 

Many of the Islamic nations grant 
scholarships t o foreign students 
at various educational l e v e l s , 
usually w i t h i n the framework of 
b i l a t e r a l c u l t u r a l exchange tr e a ­
t i e s . Their objective i s t o foster 
knowledge of the countries con­
cerned and close r e l a t i o n s between 
them i n the f i e l d s of culture and 
education. 

The Istanbul Research Centre, 
which considers i t i t s duty t o 
promote a f f i n i t y between the I s ­
lamic nations around t h e i r common 
c u l t u r a l heritage, requested t h a t 
a c e r t a i n number of these schol­
arships be assigned t o the Centre 
by the OIC member nations. 

The Turkish Government, the f i r s t 
t o respond t o our request, has i n ­
formed us that four grants, two 
for research studies and two f o r 
doctorates, have been allocated 
t o our Centre f o r the academic 
year 1984-85. The research schol­
arships allocated t o our Centre 
by the Turkish government are f o r 
a period of eight months each. 
Candidates must by f l u e n t i n 
either English, Turkish or French. 
Their acceptance i s subject t o the 
approval of t h e i r research pro­
gramme by both the Centre and the 
appropriate Turkish a u t h o r i t i e s . 
For the doctorate-level scholar­
ships too, besides fluency i n one 

of the above-mentioned languages, 
the subject and programme have t o 
submitted f o r approval. The 
amounts of the scholarships have 
been calculated on the basis of 
the needs of a student i n Turkey. 

The Istanbul Centre plans t o i n ­
crease the scope of t h i s scholar­
ship programme over the coming 
years and has already embarked on 
the necessary steps. 

The Call t o Islam Society agrees 
t o take charge of f i v e other 
scholars t o undertake doctorate 
studies or researches a t our Cen­
t r e i n the f i e l d of Islamic c i v i ­
l i s a t i o n . Receivers of these 
scholarships and the duration of 
studies w i l l be j o i n t l y determined 
by the Jami'yet AD'DAWA AL I s l a -
miya and our Centre a t a l a t e r 
date. 

Meanwhile, the In t e r n a t i o n a l I n ­
s t i t u t e of Islamic Thought of the 
American Temple University has i n ­
v i t e d the Istanbul Centre t o me­
diate i n the selection of candi­
dates f o r the scholarships they 
grant i n the f i e l d of Islamic r e ­
search. 

Interested researchers and stu­
dents are i n v i t e d t o submit t h e i r 
research programmes t o our Centre 
f o r consideration. 
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OBITUARY 

Since the p r i n t i n g of our Newsletter No:4, i n November 1983, the I s ­
lamic world l o s t several d i s t i n g u i s h e d scholars. I n the present issue 
of our Newsletter, we are presenting t h e i r biographies and i n t r o ­
ducing t h e i r work thus t o r e v i v e t h e i r memories. 

Among these are Prof. Erol GUngbr, Prof. Tawfiq al-Madani, and the 
Turkish poet and t h i n k e r Mr. Necip F a z i l Kisakiirek. 

May God's bl e s s i n g be upon them. 

Erol GUNGOR 

He was born i n K i r s e h i r i n 1938. 
He graduated from t h e Department 
of L i t e r a t u r e of t h e I s t a n b u l U n i ­
v e r s i t y i n 1961. A f t e r becoming 
a s s i s t a n t t o t h e l a t e P r o f . Mumtaz 
Turhan, he r e c e i v e d h i s Ph.D. i n 
1965, became f i r s t an A s s o c i a t e 
P r o f e s s o r i n 1971, then P r o f e s s o r 
i n 1978. I n 1982 he was the P r e s i ­
dent of t h e S e l c u k U n i v e r s i t y i n 
Konya. 

He c o n c e n t r a t e d h i s r e s e a r c h e s and 
s t u d i e s on s o c i a l problems. He was 
e s p e c i a l l y concerned w i t h w e s t e r n ­

i s a t i o n movements i n u n d e r d e v e l ­
oped c o u n t r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 
the Middle E a s t , the damage done 
t o t h e s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e by m a t e r i ­
a l i s t i c a t t i t u d e s , and o t h e r prob­
lems f a c e d today by t h e I s l a m i c 
world. 

B e s i d e s many a r t i c l e s , he was the 
author of C u l t u r a l Change and Na­
tionalism ( 1 9 8 0 ) , Current Issues 
Facing Islam ( 1 9 8 1 ) . He has a l s o 
s e v e r a l t r a n s l a t i o n s , from both 
F r e n c h and E n g l i s h . He d i e d i n 
1983. 



Ahmed Tawfi 
The I s l a m i c world has s u f f e r e d the 
loss of one of i t s most esteemed 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s , Prof. Ahmed Tawfik 
Al-Madani, a great s c h o l a r , h i s ­
t o r i a n , and m i l i t a n t statesman. 
Prof. Al-Madani was an important 
f i g u r e i n A l g e r i a and held a prom­
i n e n t place among the scholars of 
I s l a m i c Maghreb i n the f i e l d s of 
science and l i t e r a t u r e . 

Prof. Al-Madani was renown espe­
c i a l l y f o r the p o l i t i c a l s t r u g g l e 
t h a t he led f o r the independance 
of A l g e r i a . He p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the 
a c t i v i t i e s of the p r o v i s o r y go­
vernment and became i t s r e p r e s e n t ­
a t i v e i n Cairo. Following the 
proclamation of independance, he 
was appointed ambassador t o sev­
e r a l c o u n t r i e s and a t one time he 
al s o occupied the post of M i n i s t e r 
of Foreign A f f a i r s . 

He devoted the r e s t of h i s l i f e t o 
w r i t i n g the h i s t o r y of the long 
s t r u g g l e which he had l e d . Three 
of the f o u r volumes of h i s memoirs 
t h a t he e n t i t l e d A Life of Strug­
gle have already been published. 
The f o u r t h volume was ready f o r 
p u b l i c a t i o n j u s t before h i s death. 
Other books and h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s 
by the same author are: Algeria; 
Mohamed Othman Pasha, Dey of Al­
geria; and The Muslims of Sicily 
and South Italy. But h i s book en­
t i t l e d The 300 Years of War Bet­
ween Algeria and Spain: 1492-1792 
i s w i t h o u t doubt the best-known 

AL-MADANI 

and the most widely-read of h i s 
books. This work has been r e ­
p r i n t e d . 

Prof. Al-Madani was famous p a r t i ­
c u l a r l y f o r h i s l i t e r a r y o b j e c t ­
i v i t y , h i s d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o defend 
h i s o p i n i o n s , and h i s r e f u s a l t o 
be a l l i g n e d w i t h any l i t e r a r y 
school of whatever nature. He was 
al s o among those who b e l i e v e d 
s t r o n g l y i n Isl a m i c s o l i d a r i t y , 
and he was a f i r m supporter of 
amity between I s l a m i c n a t i o n s . 

He was a l s o known f o r h i s o b j e c t ­
i v e v i s i o n of the r o l e played by 
the Ottoman State i n the p r o t e c ­
t i o n of the I s l a m i c world against 
the European c o l o n i a l i n v a s i o n . 

Throughout h i s l i f e , P r o f . A l -
Madani was a defender of s c i e n t i ­
f i c i m p a r t i a l i t y and h i s t o r i c a l 
t r u t h . He p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the 
c r e a t i o n of the N a t i o n a l Centre 
f o r H i s t o r i c a l Studies i n A l g e r i a 
and became the s p i r i t u a l f a t h e r 
of many scholars i n the f i e l d s of 
h i s t o r i c a l research and document­
a t i o n . 

Our Centre laments the loss of 
t h i s great h i s t o r i a n and renowned 
sc h o l a r . With h i s death, the en­
t i r e I s l a m i c world, a b o v e - a l l A l ­
g e r i a , has l o s t one of i t s g r e a t ­
est men. 

May the Di v i n e Mercy be on h i s 
soul • 
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Necip F a z i l KISAKUREK 
Another esteemed person who went 
t o h i s E t e r n a l r e s t i n t h e y e a r 
1983 i s Necip F a z i l K i s a k u r e k . He 
was one of t h e most prominent f i g ­
u r e s of t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y I s l a m i c 
thought. 

Necip F a z i l was born on 26 May 
1905 i n I s t a n b u l . He s t a r t e d 
s c h o o l a t an e a r l y age and l a t e r 
a t t e n t e d both the I s t a n b u l U n i v e r ­
s i t y and the Sorbonne i n P a r i s . 
He r e t u r n e d home i n t h e e a r l y 
y e a r s of the T u r k i s h R e p u b l i c . He 
worked f i r s t i n banking and l a t e r 
he t a u g h t i n s e v e r a l e d u c a t i o n a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . During t h i s p e r i o d , 
he devoted a l l of h i s s p a r e time 
t o h i s r e a l c a l l i n g , l i t e r a t u r e . 
H i s poems a t t r a c t e d c o n s i d e r a b l e 
a t t e n t i o n . The t e c h n i q u e , the 
s t r u c t u r e , and t h e c o n t e n t of h i s 
poems were f a r s u p e r i o r t o those 
of h i s contemporaries. B e s i d e s 
o r i g i n a l w r i t i n g , he was a l s o 
deeply i n t e r e s t e d i n p h i l o s o p h y . 

O r i g i n a l l y a poet of t h e i n n e r 
world and r e f l e c t i o n , he became 
an I s l a m i c p h i l o s o p h e r f o l l o w i n g 
h i s a s s o c i a t i o n i n 1934 w i t h Ab-
dulhakim A r v a s i , a sufi t e a c h e r . 
From then onwards, he devoted h i s 
w r i t i n g t o a t t r a c t i n g adherents 
t o h i s i d e a s . He abandoned t e a c h ­
i n g i n 1942 and e n t e r e d j o u r n a l ­
ism. I n 1943, he s e t up h i s own 
newspaper, the Buyuk Dogu ( G r e a t 
E a s t ) . A p a rt from s e v e r a l i n t e r ­

v a l s , he c o n t i n u e d t o p u b l i s h t h i s 
newspaper u n t i l h i s death. 

I n h i s hands, a r t r e a c h e d a c l i m a x 
of p e r f e c t i o n as an i n s t r u m e n t of 
thought, without l o s i n g any of i t s 
p u r i t y or v a l u e . Necip F a z i l pur­
sued j o u r n a l i s m and p h i l o s o p h i c a l 
study t o g e t h e r w i t h h i s l i t e r a r y 
work. H i s poems, p l a y s , and s t o ­
r i e s a r e a l i f e ' s work i n them­
s e l v e s . 

Necip F a z i l K i s a k u r e k , who devoted 
h i s a c t i v i t i e s t o the c r e a t i o n of 
a g e n e r a t i o n which would "champion 
the c a u s e s of r e l i g i o n , language, 
i n t e l l e c t , s c i e n c e , honour, and 
homeland" p a s s e d a c o n s i d e r a b l e 
p o r t i o n of h i s l i f e a f t e r 1943 i n 
p r i s o n . 

I n 1980 he was honoured w i t h the 
t i t l e of S u l t a n us'-§uara (Master 
of P o e t s ) by the T u r k i s h L i t e r a ­
t u r e Wakf. The M i n i s t r y of C u l t u r e 
a l s o p r e s e n t e d him w i t h an award 
i n t h e same y e a r . 

Many of h i s works have been pub­
l i s h e d and most of t h e l a t e s t e d i ­
t i o n s of t h e s e have been s u b j e c t e d 
t o a meticulous^ examen t o ensure 
t h e i r conformity w i t h God's com­
mandments and p r a c t i c e s and words 
of t h e Prophet. 

H i s l i t e r a r y works a r e among the 
c l a s s i c s of T u r k i s h l i t e r a t u r e . 
H i s p h i l o s o p h i c a l works of note 
a r e : Qole Inen Nur (The L i g h t 
Which Descended on t h e D e s e r t ) , 
Ideolocya Orgusu (The Web of 
I d e o l o g y ) , Bati Tefekkuru ve Is­
lam Tasawufu (Western P h i l o s o p h y 
and I s l a m i c M y s t i c i s m ) , Buyuk Do­
gu 'ya Dogru (Towards t h e G r e a t 
E a s t ) , Yolumuz, H a l i m i z , Qaremiz 
(Our Path, Our C o n d i t i o n , and Our 
D e l i v e r a n c e ) . 

I f T u r k i s h were an i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
language, Necip F a z i l would c e r ­
t a i n l y have made h i s mark on w o r l d 
l i t e r a t u r e and world p h i l o s o p h y . 
May God's compassion- and mercy be 
on t h i s champion of t w e n t i e t h cen­
t u r y I s l a m i c p h i l o s o p h y . 



LAST MINUTE NEWS 

While t h i s issue was being p r i n t ­
ed, we learned w i t h great sorrow 
the demise of H.E. Ahmed Sekou 
Toure, the President of the Revo­
l u t i o n a r y Republic of Guinea. 

Sekou Toure was born i n 1922 ' i n 
Faranah. He had h i s f i r s t s t u d i e s 
a t Koranic school, then a t primary 
school. I n 1940, a t the age of 18, 
he entered as c l e r k t o the French 
Niger Company. I n 1945, Sekou 
Toure formed the f i r s t Trade-Union 
of Post and Telecommunication 
Workers. I n 1948, he was elected 
Secretary General of the T e r r i t o ­
r i a l Union of the C.G.T. I n 1952, 
he became Secretary General of the 
Guinea Democratic Party. I n 1956, 
he was elected deputy t o the 
French N a t i o n a l Assembly. I n 1957, 
he became the Vice-President of 
the f i r s t Guinean Cabinet. A f t e r 
the proclamation of independence, 
he assumed the f u n c t i o n s of the 
Head of State of the Republic of 
Guinea. Sekou Toure was the d e c i ­
sive A f r i c a n Man i n t h i s l a s t pe­
r i o d . The c o n t i n u i t y of h i s aims, 
the r i g o u r of h i s h e r o i c a c t i o n s 
which i n c l u d e t a c t i c a l f l e x i b i l i t y 
a t j u s t the r i g h t time, the per­
spective view of h i s t o r y charac­
t e r i z e him. A l l the time he gave 
himself a c l e a r g o a l : "The Inde­
pendence of h i s country". This i s 
the goal f o r which he strove 
throughout h i s l i f e . This i s ob­
v i o u s l y what i n the f i n a l analy­
s i s , made him u n r i v a l l e d i n A f r i c a 
and binds him t o the man whose 
language he speaks and under­
stands . 

Beside being a statesman , he was 
also a great scholar and produced 
many valuable works. Among them 

are: The Green Revolution; Eco­
nomic I n t e g r a t i o n of West A f r i c a n 
States; United States of A f r i c a ; 
Towards a Revolutionnary Economy 
f o r the People; Revo l u t i o n and Re­
l i g i o n . . . 

With the establishment of the 
O.I.C., the Republic of Guinea 
played an important r o l e as a mem­
ber i n the personage of i t s hon­
ourable President. He was espe­
c i a l l y a c t i v e as the President a t 
the Peace Committee formed t o end 
the war between two muslim b r o t h e r 
c o u n t r i e s , I r a q and I r a n . L a s t l y 
he had attended the 4 t h Is l a m i c 
Summit on January 1984 i n Casa­
blanca. He passed away on 27 
March 1984. 

May h i s soul r e s t i n peace. 

Mailing Address P.O. Box 24, Be§ikta§ - Istanbul Telex: 26484 isam t r 
Location : Y i l d i z Sarayi, Seyir Kosku, Phone: 160 59 88 

: Be§ikta§-Istanbul 160 59 89 
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