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IRCICA 
The Research Centre for Islamic History, 
Art and Culture 

The Research Centre for Islamic History, Ar t and Cul­
ture (IRCICA), subsidiary of the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC), is an inter-governmental 

organisation with 57 Member States f rom Southeast Asia, 
South Asia, Central Asia, Caucasia, the Middle East, Africa, 
and South America. 

IRCICA undertakes activities of research, publishing, in ­
formation, library and documentation, and promotes aca­
demic studies, on subjects relating to the history of Islam, 
Muslim nations, inter-cultural relations in the past and the 
present, as well as contemporary cultural development is­
sues, arts and sciences in the Muslim world, Islamic archae­
ology, restoration and conservation of cultural and architec­
tural heritage, and related fields. 

IRCICA's events and activities such as congresses, exhi­
bitions of artworks, competitions on arts and architecture 

are organized in cooperation with the OIC Member States 
governments, academic and cultural institutions. The Centre 
maintains contacts and collaboration with the academic, ar­
tistic and cultural communities related to its field of interest 
within and outside the Member States and encourages their 
participation in the scholarly and artistic events it organises. 

The headquarters of IRCICA are in the historical Yildiz 
Palace complex in Istanbul, consisting of the pavilions named 
Seyir Kosk, Cit Kasr and Yaveran Kasr, which were allocat­
ed to IRCICA by the Government of the Republic of Turkey 
and restored by the Centre during 1980-1985 through inter­
national fund-raising. In addition to these three buildings, 
where the Secretariat, the research departments, and the l i ­
brary and conference hall are located, two other apartments 
were provided to the Centre within the same complex, for 
storage and handling of its fast-growing library collections. 

The three main buildings of the Centre's headquarters: Yaveran Qasr |the research departments and the computer section), the partitions 
The pavilions named Seyir Kosk (Directorate General) and Cit Qasr (the library, the conference and exhibition hall). 
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ISLAMIC COUNTRIES CULTURAL W E E K 
on the occasion of the 25 t h anniversary of IRCICA: 
A joint program of the OIC Member States organised 
with the contributions of the Metropolitan Municipality 
of Greater Istanbul 
22-28 November 2005 

T he "Islamic Countries Cultural Week" was organ­
ised wi th the contributions of the Metropolitan M u ­
nicipality of Greater Istanbul, on the occasion of the 

25 t h anniversary of the Research Centre for Islamic History, 
Ar t and Culture (IRCICA), on 22-28 November 2005. 

The Week's various events and activities were official­
ly inaugurated by: H.E. Dr. Abdullah Gil l , Minister of For­
eign Affairs of Turkey, H.E. Mr. Muammer Guler, Governor 
of Istanbul, and H.E. Arch. Dr. Kadir Topbas, Metropolitan 
Mayor of Greater Istanbul, all jointly with H.E. Prof. Dr. Ek-
meleddin Ihsanoglu, Secretary General of the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference. 

The members of the Governing Board of IRCICA were 
present at the openings and during the activities of the Cul­
tural Week: H.R.H. Dr. Wijdan A l i (Jordan), Dr. Abdulaziz 
Deraman (Malaysia), Prof. Abdulhafez Helmy Mohammed 
(Egypt), Mr. Mohammed Ahmed A l - M u r r (United Arab 
Emirates), Prof. Dr. Amadou Cisse Ndieguene (Senegal), 
Dr. Saad bin Abdul Aziz Al-Rashid (Saudi Arabia), Prof. Dr. 
Gunsel Renda (Turkey), and Dr. Abdulaziz Abdullah Torki 
Al-Subaie (Qatar). 

The Week's program included concerts of the classical, 
traditional and modern music of the Muslim countries, 
folklore performances, exhibitions of works of art, handi­
crafts and artistic photographs, presentations of films, pub­
lications, panel discussions. 

In his welcoming address at the opening of the Cultural 
Week, the Exhibition of Paintings f rom the Member States 
titled "Expressions of Culture", the photograph exhibition 
on "Haramein", and the concert of the Turkish Ministry of 
Culture's Istanbul Historical Turkish Music Ensemble on 22 
November 2005, the Director General of IRCICA Dr. Halit 
Eren expressed thanks and appreciation for the interest that 
was shown in the Cultural Week marking the 25 t h anniversa­
ry of IRCICA, in particular the high-level and extensive con­
tributions of the Member States through the performances 
and exhibitions of their musicians, folklore artists, painters, 
craftsmen, specialists of arts, and for the high-profile open­
ing of the Week by the Governor of Istanbul, the Mayor of 
Istanbul, in the presence of the Secretary General of the Or­
ganisation of the Islamic Conference, Ministers of the Mem­
ber States and the Ambassadors of various countries, with a 
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large audience of spectators filling the halls. He expressed 
his gratitude for the multidimensional support and contri­
butions of the Metropolitan Municipality of Greater Istan­
bul and the Kiiltiir A.§. company affiliated to it. 

The events were announced on TV channels and on bill­
boards in all quarters of Istanbul; they drew large audienc­
es and were followed with great interest, all the more so as 
most of them were the firsts of their kinds to take place in 
Istanbul. The program coincided with the 21st Session of 
the OIC Standing Committee for Economic and Commer­

cial Cooperation, an OIC body chaired by the President of 
the Republic of Turkey. Thus, the ministers, representatives 
from various government offices and institutions of the 57 
Member States were present, together with the Ambassa­
dors in Ankara and Consul Generals in Istanbul of the OIC 
Member States and many other countries, members of var­
ious universities, music and fine arts academies. The musi­
cal and folklore performances were given in major concert 
halls of Istanbul with seating capacities of 900 each. They 
were broadcast on three TV channels. 
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Exhibition of Paintings entitled 
"Expressions of Islamic Culture" 
opened on 22 November 2005, 
at Cemal Resit Rey congress hall 

The Cultural Week began on 22 November 2005 with the 
opening of the Exhibition of Paintings from the Member 
States entitled "Expressions of Islamic Culture". The exhibi­
tion, arranged in the large foyers of Cemal Re§it Rey con­
gress and concert hall, was opened jointly by the Secretary 
General of OIC Prof. Ekmeleddin ihsanoglu, the Governor 
of Isanbul Mr. Muammer Giiler and the Metropolitan May­
or of Greater Istanbul Arch. Dr. Kadir Topbas. The opening 
took place just before the first musical concert of the Week. 

Exhibition of Photographs 
of "Haramein" 

Photographs of Mecca and Medina taken by Mr. Omer 
Faruk Aksoy, a photography expert of Turkish origin 
resident of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, were displayed 
in the foyers of Cemal Re§it Rey congress and concert 
hall and opened together with the exhibition of paintings 
"Expressions of Islamic Culture". The Secretary General of 
OIC Prof. Ekmeleddin ihsanoglu, the Governor of Isanbul 
Mr. Muammer Giiler and the Metropolitan Mayor of 
Greater Istanbul Arch. Dr. Kadir Topbas jointly opened the 
exhibition. Fourty-nine large-size photographic plates were 
displayed. 

Works of art from the following countries were displayed 
at the Exhibition "Expressions of Islamic Culture": 

Iran, with the works of two Iranian painters: Mo-
hamedyan Nemini and Mahmud Fersciyan. 

Qatar, with 10 works by Qatari professors and spe­
cialists of fine arts, presented by the Visual Art Center of 
the National Council for Culture, Arts and Heritage. 

Saudi Arabia, with 20 plates of paintings by Saudi 
painters and specialists of fine arts. 

Syria, with 40 works some of which were displayed 
in the Painting Exhibition and some in the Syrian coun­
try stand at the Exhibition of Handicrafts, Illustrations 
and Publications. 

Tunisia, with 10 plates of paintings representing Tu­
nisian plastic arts. 

The Exhibition of Paintings was open throughout 
the period of the Cultural Week. Large numbers of art 
lovers and faculty members and students from various 
universities visited the exhibition. 
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Musical Concerts and Folklore Performances 

Concert by the Istanbul Historical Turkish 
Music Ensemble of the Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism of Turkey 22 November 2005, Cemal 
Resit Rey congress hall 

The Istanbul Historical Turkish Music Ensemble, at­
tached to the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the Re­
public of Turkey, specializes in each of the branches, peri­
ods and regions of Turkish music over the vast geographical 
area of its history. Under the direction of Mr. Ahmet Ozhan, 
the ensemble performs on occasions to help make these 
branches of music better known to the public. In this con­
cert conducted by Mr. ihsan Ozer, with Chief of the Military 
Band Mr. Kiirsat Tuncay, the Ensemble performed Sufi mu­
sic, Mehter (Ottoman military music) and classical Turk­
ish music, starting from a song accompanied by the Kop-

uz, one of the oldest Turkish music instruments used before 
the Turks' settlement in Asia Minor. Then followed samples 
from the three main groups of branches showing that there 
is no strict demarcation between the latter and they can be 
performed as parts of a unity. 

As this was the first concert in the schedule of the Week's 
events, the message received from H.E. Mr. Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, Prime Minister of Turkey, was read to the audience. 
In his message, the Prime Minister congratulated IRCICA 
and its parent organisation, the OIC, on the occasion of the 
25 th anniversary, welcomed the delegations of the Member 
States and wished success to the Cultural Week. 

At the end of the concert, a plaque expressing IRCICAs 
gratitude to the Metropolitan Municipality of Greater Istan­
bul for their contributions to the Cultural Week, was pre­
sented to Mr. Erman Tuncer, Advisor to the Mayor. 
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Classical music from the Syrian Arab Republic: 
The concert of the Tarab Orchestra, 
on 23 November 2005, 
at Ataturk Cultural Centre 

The well-known classical music ensemble from Syria, the 
Tarab Orchestra conducted by Maestro Majid Sarajeddin, 
and comprised that day of fourteen singers and musicians, 
gave their concert on 23 November 2005 at Ataturk Cul­
tural Centres Big Concert Hall in Taksim, at 7 p.m. The or­
chestra played a selection of classical Arab songs and com­
positions. 

Tarab Orchestra was set up in 2002. It performed in a 
number of countries around the world. 

The delegation of the Syrian Arab Republic was head­
ed by Mr. Nezih Khoury, Director of Cultural Affairs at the 
Ministry of Culture of the Syrian Arab Republic. The Con­
sul General of the Syrian Arab Republic in Istanbul Mr. Mo­
hamad Koudaimi, extended his kind assistance in the proc­
ess of Syria's participation in the Cultural Week events. 

Syria's participation in the Cultural Week covered all cate­
gories of the events, with a collection of 40 paintings from Syr­
ia displayed at the Exhibition of Paintings from the Member 
States which was opened on the first day of the Cultural Week. 
Furthermore, visitors at the country stands at the Exhibitions 
of Handicrafts, Illustrations and Publications opened at Yildiz 
Palace on 23 November did not miss the Syrian stand. 
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The Cultural Performance by the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan, on 23 November 2005 
at Atatiirk Cultural Centre's Concert Hall 

A rich repertoire of songs and traditional dances from the 
various regions of Pakistan were displayed by the National 
Art Group of Pakistan. The performance, given at 8.30 p.m. 
on Wednesday, 23 November, drew a large audience of spec­
tators. For the majority of them this was the first opportunity 
to see and learn about the folkloric traditions of Pakistan. 

The Pakistani delegation in the Islamic Cultural Week 
was headed by the Deputy Secretary of the Ministry of Cul­
ture, Sports and Youth Affairs Sahib Raza H. Kharal. Min­
isters from the Government of Pakistan were present at the 
performance, accompanied by the Consul General of Pa­
kistan in Istanbul Mr. Mohammad Riaz, who had extend­
ed his cooperation to IRCICA in initiating the contacts to­
wards Pakistan's participation in the Cultural Week. 

The Group presented folk music, songs and dances from 
various parts of each of the four main provinces of Pakistan, 
i.e. Sind, Punjab, N.W.F.P. and Balochistan. 

In the last part of the performance, a concert was given 
by the well-known Pakistani pop singer Ms. Hadiqa Kiani. 
Ms. Kiani sang songs from Pakistani pop music and also a 
song in Turkish. She had visited Turkey four times before 
and is therefore already known and admired by the Turk­
ish public. 

The folk songs and dances performed during the concert 
were Bhangra dance from Punjab, Akhtar Chunal Zehri 
from Balochistan, Leva dance from Makran (Balochistan), 
dance from Jhoomar, Sind, Khattak from the north-west re­
gion of Pakistan, the Moenjodaro dance (Sind) inherited 
from the Indus Valley civilisation - 3000 B.C., playing of 
Dhole (Punjab), an oblong drum used as rhythm in all folk 
music, and Aaj Rung Hai - Sufi music. 
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Performance of the United Arab Emirates 
religious songs group, on 23 November 2005, 
at the Conference Hall in Yildiz Palace 

The performance by the United Arab Emirates religious 
songs group within the framework of the Islamic Countries 
Cultural Week took place in the hall of IRCICA at Yildiz 
Palace, in the afternoon of Wednesday 23 November. This 
was the group's first performance in Turkey. It was followed 
with interest by an audience comprised of the Consul Gen­
erals in Istanbul of the OIC Member States, countries of 
Asia and Europe, faculty members and students from mu­
sic academies, representatives of cultural research centers, 
tourism companies, in the presence of the members of the 
Governing Board of IRCICA. 

The delegation of the United Arab Emirates was headed 
by Mr. Bilal al-Budur, Undersecretary of the Ministry of In­

formation and Culture. The Consul General of the United 
Arab Emirates in Istanbul Mr. Essa Abdulla Massoud, and 
Mr. Mohammed al-Murr, Chairman of the Cultural Coun­
cil of Dubai and member of IRCICA Governing Board, ex­
tended their assistance and coordination for the Groups 
participation in the Islamic Countries Cultural Week. 

Eng. Usama al-Safi, one of the six singers in the group, 
was also one of the panelists at the Panel on "City, Architec­
ture and Aesthetics" held on 26 November 2005 within the 
framework of the Islamic Countries Cultural Week. The oth­
er singers were Mr. Abdullah M. Abdullah Mohammed, A. 
Hasan Abdallah Al-Mansouri, Omar Yusuf Al-Marzuki, M. 
Abdulrahman Al-Mansouri, and Abdullah Ali Al-Abbar. 

The United Arab Emirates participated in the other cate­
gories of events of the Cultural Week as well, with the coun­
try stand at the Exhibitions of Handicrafts, Illustrations and 
Publications at Yildiz Palace. 
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Concert by the Traditional Music Ensemble of 
Tunisia, 26 November 2005, 
Cemal Resit Rey congress hall 

Performances by the delegations of musicians and art­
ists of three countries took place, on Saturday, 26 November. 
The first performance, at 5 p.m., was the concert entitled 
"True Melodies" by the Traditional Music Ensemble from 
the Republic of Tunisia. 

The Ensemble was composed of 19 musicians and head­
ed by the Mr. Fathi Zghonda, Director of Music at the Min­
istry of Culture and Tourism of Tunisia and well-known 
composer and conductor. The Ensemble performed songs 
and compositions selected from the Malouf repertoire, 

which represents a synthesis of Tunisian and Andalusian 
music enriched over the centuries with innovative contri­
butions by masters of classical music. The program included 
excerpts from Nouba Asbahane and Rasd, as well musical 
pieces from the 19th and 20 th centuries, songs by compos­
ers and singers who marked contemporary Tunisian music, 
and solos of instruments. 

Mr. Taoufik Jabeur, Consul General of the Republic of 
Tunisia in Istanbul, has extended his cooperation to IRCICA 
towards Tunisia's participation in the Cultural Week which 
included, together with the concert of the Traditional Music 
Ensemble, the presentation of a film of philosophical and 
spiritual content entitled "Tawq al-Hamama al-Mafkud", 
and an extensive stand at the country exhibitions. 
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Concert by the Ancient Musical Instruments 
Ensemble from the Republic of Azerbaijan, 
on 26 November 2005 at Cemal Resit Rey 
congress hall 

The concert by the Ancient Musical Instruments En­
semble of the State Museum of Azerbaijan Musical Culture 
was at 7 p.m. on Saturday, 26 November, in the large con­
cert hall of Cemal Re§it Rey congress center. The Ensemble 
is directed by Dr. Mejnun Kerimov, Musical Director. It is 
comprised of soloist maestro Munis Sherifov, soloists Nuri-
ye Huseyinova, Teyib Aslanov and their colleagues form­
ing an orchestra of fourteen musicians. The group performs 
with instruments that were widespread in the Middle Ages 
but were forgotten for six centuries until they were revived 

through the efforts of the State Museum of Azerbaijan Mu­
sical Culture, Baku. The costumes of the musicians are tai­
lored according to their medieval originals which were de­
termined through extensive research. 

The Ensemble plays musical compositions from the Mid­
dle Ages and also classical songs some of which are wide­
ly known and appreciated today. Since its establishment in 
1996 the Ensemble gave concerts in various countries of Eu­
rope and participated in international festivals of medieval 
music. 

Close assistance was extended to IRCICA by Ms. Gunay 
Efendiyeva, Consul, Cultural Counselor, Consulate General 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan, in ensuring Azerbaijan's par­
ticipation in the Cultural Week events with this concert and 
also in other categories of the events. 
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Performance by the Folklore Group of 
Saudi Arabia, on 26 November 2005, 
at Cemal Resit Rey congress hall 

It was perhaps the first opportunity for the majority of 
the large audience of spectators filling the concert hall of 
Cemal Resit Rey building to see traditional folkloric per­
formances from Saudi Arabia. 

The Saudi Arabian Folklore Group was composed of 25 
artists. The Saudi Arabian artistic delegation was chaired by 
Dr. Abdullah bin Ali Al-JaarAllah, Director General, Di­
rectorate of Heritage and Popular Arts, Ministry of Culture 
and Information, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The Consul 
General of the Kingdom in Istanbul Ambassador M. Jamal 
Hashim, whose cooperation and assistance contributed to­
wards Saudi Arabia's participation, was present during the 
performance. 

In the program which started at 8.30 p.m. on Saturday, 26 
November at Cemal Resit Rey large concert hall, the Group 
presented folkloric traditions from the following regions of 
Saudi Arabia: the middle parts, the Eastern (Gulf) region, 
the Western part where, Mecca, Medina and Jeddah are lo­
cated, and the South of the country (Abha, Jezan . . . ) . 

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia participated in the Exhi­
bitions of Handicrafts, Illustrations and Publications held 
at Yildiz Palace throughout the Week, with a stand display­
ing various arts and introductory materials. The Kingdom 
also participated in the Exhibitions of Paintings which was 
opened on 22 November 2005, the first day of the Islam­
ic Countries Cultural Week, with a collection of paintings 
selected from among the works of Saudi painters. Further­
more, a lecture was given by H.E. Sheikh Mohammed Naser 
al-Aboudi, Deputy Secretary General of the Muslim World 
League, on "Relations between Saudi Arabia and Turkey". 

Plaque expressing gratitude to the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia received 

by Dr. Abdullah bin Ali Al-JaarAllah, 
Director General, Directorate of 

Heritage and Popular Arts, Ministry 
of Culture and Information, 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
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Film Presentations 

Film presentation by the Republic of Tunisia 

The film titled "Tawq al-Hamama al-Mafkud" (The lost 
necklace of the dove) by the world-renown Tunisian film di­
rector Nacer Khamir was shown on Saturday, 26 November 
2005 at 7.30 p.m. in the Movie Hall of Ataturk Cultural Cen­
tre. The film was met with great interest and enthusiasm. Its 
philosophical and spiritual character appeals to both minds 
and emotions and carries the viewer into deep reflection. 

The catalogue of the exhibition of paintings by the following 
Qatari professors and specialists of fine arts: 

Jassim Zainy. Issa Majid al-Ghanim, Salman al-Maliek. Hisa 
Ahmed al-Moftah, Abdul-Rahman al-Motawaa. 

Film presentation 
from the Republic of Turkey 

"The Hejaz Railway", a documentary film directed by 
Mustafa Aksoy, was presented on Friday, 25 November 
2005, at 7.30 p.m. in the Movie Hall of Ataturk Cultural 
Centre. It is a highly instructive documentary. At the same 
time, the viewer is carried away by Mustafa Aksoys fasci­
nating work reflecting the beauty of the scenery along the 
way through the train stations. The construction of the He­
jaz railway was started in 1900. Running from Damascus 
to Medina, its purpose was to facilitate Muslims' pilgrim­
age and foster trade in the region. The most advanced tech­
nologies of the time were used in the construction. The film 
aroused great interest. 

Catalogue of the Saudi Cultural Activities during the Islamic Countries 
Cultural Week, published by the Ministry of Culture and Information of 

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
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Lect ures 

Lecture delivered by H.E. Sheikh Mohammed 
Naser al-Aboudi, Deputy Secretary General 
of the Muslim World League, on "Relations 
between Saudi Arabia and Turkey"; 
on 23 November 2005 

With in the framework of the Islamic Countries Cultur­
al Week, H.E. Sheikh Mohammed Naser al-Aboudi, Depu­
ty Secretary General of the Muslim World League, delivered 
a lecture on "Relations between Saudi Arabia and Turkey". 
The lecture was organized at ISAM, the Centre for Islam­
ic Studies affiliated to the Turkish Religious Foundation, in 
Oskiidar, Istanbul. 

The lecture was followed by a large audience of schol­
ars, historians, political scientists and researchers in inter­
national relations. Sheikh Al-Aboudi , a scholar in Islam­
ic studies, is the author/editor of more than one hundred 
books. He occupied several posts in his professional ca­
reer, before assuming his present duties as Deputy Secre­
tary General of the Muslim World League: management of 
the scientific institute in Buraidah for seven years, Secre­
tary General of the Islamic University in Medina for thir­
teen years, General Secretary for Islamic Dawa (the level of 
deputy minister) for eight years, among others. Sheikh Mo­
hammed Naser Al-Aboudi was awarded the King Abdulaziz 
(First Class) medal in literature. 

Lecture by Mr. Abdullah bin Jassim al-Mutairi 
on "Old Islamic Coins", delivered on 25 
November 2005 , at Cit Qasr, Yildiz Palace 

Within the framework of the participation of the United 
Arab Emirates in the Islamic Countries Cultural Week, Mr. 
Abdullah bin Jassim al-Mutairi f rom Dubai displayed a group 
of items f rom his personal collection of old Islamic coins in 
the country stand of the United Arab Emirates at the Exhi­
bitions of Handicrafts, Illustrations and Publications which 
was held at Yildiz Palace throughout the Week's period. 

Mr. Abdullah bin }assim al-Mutairi, who is the Director of 
Sheikh Said bin Maktoum Museum in Dubai, in the old Du­
bai historical core, has assembled this collection which ranks 
7 t h among the worlds coin collections. The total number of 
coins in his collection is around 15 000. They come f rom 90 
dynasties f rom Andalusia in the West to China in the East. 

Mr. al-Mutairi gave a lecture in the conference hall at 
Yildiz Palace at 12 a.m. on Saturday, 26 November 2005. He 
outlined the history of the collection, its importance, giv­
ing statistics on its items and showing their pictures and en­
largements of their inscriptions. The lecture was followed 
with interest by the participants in the Islamic Countries 
Cultural Week and the scholars and architects who were 
participating in the panel on "City, Architecture and Aes­
thetics" held that day at the same venue. 
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Exhib i t ions o f Handicraf t s , I l lus t ra t ions and Publ icat ions 
22-28 November 2005 

Silahhane (Armoury) Building, Yildiz Palace 

Throughout the Cultural Week, Member States' stands 
displayed artifacts, handicrafts, objects representing the 
lifestyles and social heritage of their populations, photo­

graphs, introductory publications on tourism and cultural 
aspects of their countries and other cultural materials. The 
exhibitions, named briefly Exhibitions of Handicrafts, I I -
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lustrations and Publications, were arranged all over the two 
floors of the Silahhane (Armoury) Building, one of the larg­
est main buildings of Yildiz Palace complex. 

The Exhibitions were opened by H.E. Dr. Abdullah Giil, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Vice-Prime Minister of Tur­
key, together with H.E. Prof. Ekmeleddin ihsanoglu, Secre­
tary General of the OIC, on Wednesday, 23 November 2005, 
at 5 p.m. The Minister, the Secretary General and their en­
tourage visited the country stands, where they met the mem­
bers of the country delegations participating in the event. 

Furthermore, Mr. Cumhur Giiven Ta§ba§i, Deputy Gov­
ernor of Istanbul, visited the country exhibitions and re­
ceived information on the handicrafts. The heads and rep­
resentatives of the Member States delegations participating 
at the OIC's COMCEC session, which was held in Istanbul 
during the same period, visited the exhibitions. The head 
of the United Arab Emirates delegation, Minister of Eco­
nomics and Planning Sheikha Lubna al-Qassimi visited the 
country stands. 
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Countries participating in these Exhibitions were: 

Egypt 
Publications on arts and culture, introductory CDs. 
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Qatar 
ition of large plates of historical photographs of monuments, images of social and economic life 

istorical documents reproduced on plates of large dimensions. Publications, touristic brochures 

Saudi Arabia 
Models of the cities of Mecca and Medina. Exhibition of Plastic Arts. Exhibition of ethnographic materials. 
Exhibition of historical documents and photographs. Calligraphy exhibition. 
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Turkey 

United Arab Emirates 
ins presented by 

i r i . Calligraphy Exhibiti 
by Mohammed Mandi. Historical and modern pai 
ings. Films and publications introducing the countr 

Yemen 
dicrafts, presented by Architect Jamal Majam 

Pictures from the Catalogue of the Exhibition of Historical 
Photographs presented by the State of Qatar, published by 
the Historical Research and Documents Division, Museum and 
Antiquities Department, National Council for Culture, Arts and 
Heritage. Qatar was known as the country of towers and castles. 
The photographs date from the 19"1 and early 20'" centuries. 
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Panel: City, Architecture and Aesthetics 
Yildiz Palace, gi t Qasr, 26 November 2005 

A panel on the theme "City, Architecture and Aesthetics" 
was organised jointly with the Metropolitan Municipality of 
Greater Istanbul, with the technical contributions of Kultiir 
A.S., the cultural institution affiliated to the Municipality. 

Architects and urban planners from around the world 
were invited to participate in the panel: Prof. Gulzar Haider 
(Pakistan); Prof. Attilio Petruccioli (Italy); Prof. Iskender 
Pala (Turkey), Prof. Zeynep Ahunbay (Turkey), Dr. Adem 
Esen (Turkey), Prof. Marwan Abu Khalaf (Palestine); Arch. 
Osama al-Safi (United Arab Emirates); Arch. Jamal Majam 
(Yemen). Prof. Arch. Amir Pasic (Bosnia and Herzegovina) 
from IRCICA coordinated the preparation and proceedings 
of the panel. 

Welcoming the participants and the audience, IRCICA 
Director General Dr. Halit Eren said that this panel, placed 
within the framework of IRCICA's 25 ,h anniversary com­
memoration organised with the contributions of the Metro­
politan Municipality of Greater Istanbul, was, by its subject 
matter, directly related to cultural themes that are of com­
mon concern for the Municipality and IRCICA. He recalled 
the workshop "Architectural Heritage Today" covering Is­
tanbul and Siileymaniye Area which was organised in 1995 
by IRCICA and the Metropolitan Municipality of Greater Is­
tanbul, expressing his pleasure that another scholarly event 
on architecture and urbanism was now being held jointly 
by the two. Dr. Eren thanked the distinguished scholars and 
specialists participating in the panel. He thanked the OIC 
Secretary General H.E. Prof. Ekmeleddin ihsanoglu, who 
is, he said, "the real architect of these projects", for his pres­
ence in the panel. 

Arch. Dr. Iskender Pala, Advisor to the Mayor of Istan­
bul Arch. Dr. Kadir Topbas, conveyed the greetings and best 
wishes of H.E. the Mayor. He underlined the importance of 
the panel theme and the exchanges of ideas towards pre­
serving the identity of a city and enabling it to reflect this 
identity. He confirmed that their joint activities with IR­
CICA in this panel and in other areas came directly under 
their fields of concern since they helped to generate con­
sciousness and draw lines of action on issues relating to the 
city and its conservation. 

Prof. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Secretary General of OIC, 
gave the opening address. On behalf of the OIC and himself, 
he expressed his pleasure that the theme was being reflected 
upon and discussed, and thanked all the contributors. He 
said that preservation of the city is in essence an "ethical 
goal". In this regard, he expressed the hope that efforts in this 
direction will increase in the Muslim world. He said that the 
existing international norms and successful examples from 
around the world can be taken into consideration. 

Dr. Iskender Pala chaired the meeting. Communicating 
his observations on the theme, he dwelt upon the concept 
of "city", the related terms, and their connotations as regards 
the social and civilisational features of the city and its dwell­
ers. Then, Arch. Prof. Zeynep Ahunbay spoke of issues re­
lated to preservation, matching and combination of the ar­
chitecture and urban structure with the natural landscape. 
She said that regrettably, in the process of architecture and 
city building aesthetics has been neglected. She said that the 
preservation of architectural heritage cannot be the task of 
an architect or a city planner, it is to be done through collec-
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tive action. It is a complex matter involving social behaviour 
as well. Prof. Pala agreed and said that city dwellers are there 
not only to consume the city but also to produce the city. 

Prof. Att i l io Petruccioli f rom the University of Bari, Italy, 
said that an architectural crisis is being experienced in the 
Muslim world and the Western world. There are some mod­
ern architectural movements that constitute a rapture of the 
heritage. Architectural culture is no longer based on those 
collective subcultures that had built our respective cultures, 
and today, single architectural initiatives cannot replicate 
the complicated structures that came f rom long stratifica­
tions. The alternative suggestion is, to ensure "continuity", 
which would be the key word. Thus contemporary design 
would become the last phase of the historical process. Prof. 
Petruccioli then argued on the processes of evolution of lo­
cal building practices which are connected with the evolu­
tion of society and constantly evolve in time following the 
phases of society. 

Architect Osama al-Safi, Head of Pre-qualification and 
Building Studies at Dubai Municipality, United Arab Emir­
ates, gave information, with power point illustrations, on 
the traditional buildings and housing complexes in Dubai, 
highlighting their main features, with an emphasis on the 
interpretation of the cultural environment embodied in 
them and their characteristics reflecting adaptation to natu­
ral conditions and environment. 

Prof. Gulzar Haider, Dean of the Faculty of Architecture, 
Lahore University, Pakistan, gave a lecture on the "Private 
Prayer Rugs in Public Labyrinths: The Case of the Marble 

Floor of Sultan Hassan Madrassah, Cairo, 1356-62", com­
municating and evaluating the results of long-term studies 
conducted on the spot. 

Dr. Adem Esen, Mayor of Se^uklu, Konya, communicat­
ed the experiences of his municipality in city management 
and urban planning, the principles and policies. Referring 
especially to the aesthetical aspects of city planning, he un­
derlined the need to create public consciousness on aesthet­
ics in urban context, since this aspect depends not only on 
municipalities but to a greater extent, on the residents and 
the builders. 

Arch. Jamal Majam, Assistant Director, Organisation for 
the Preservation of Historical Cities of Yemen, Sanaa, made 
a power-point presentation entitled "Inventory of historical 
buildings in Sanaa City". He highlighted the characteristics 
of traditional buildings and historical building complexes 
and the policies and measures adopted for their conserva­
tion. 

Prof. Marwan Abu Khalaf, Director General, Institute of 
Islamic Archaeology, Al-Quds University, made a compre­
hensive presentation covering the historical architecture in 
Al-Quds, highlighting the technical and aesthetical aspects 
of the structures, with a focus on the Dome of the Rock. 

Prof. A m i r Pasic, Head of Architectural Studies, IRCI-
CA, gave a review of the activities carried out during the 
ten-year Mostar 2004 program: the ten workshops, aca­
demic work conducted in a number of universities, and the 
actual restoration projects realised. 
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Commemoration of IRCICA's 25 t h Anniversary Wi th in 
the Framework of the 21 s t Session of COMCEC 

The Standing Committee for Economic and Commercial 
Cooperation, an OIC body chaired by the President of the 
Republic of Turkey, held its 21 s t session in Istanbul, on 22-
25 November 2005 (senior officials meeting: 22-23 Novem­
ber, ministerial meeting: 24-25 November). H.E. Ahmet 
Necdet Sezer, President of the Republic of Turkey, opened 
the ministerial meeting on 24 November 2005 with a com­
prehensive address. In his address delivered at the opening 
ceremony of the COMCEC session, the President of Turkey 
pointed out many issues of common concern for the OIC 
Member States regarding national development and inter­
national relations, and reviewed the OICs activities in var­
ious fields, in particular those undertaken by COMCEC to 
promote economic and commercial cooperation. The Pres­
ident evoked the successful achievements made by IRCICA 
during its first twenty-five years and the Islamic Countries 
Cultural Week organised on the occasion of its 25 th anni­
versary. The President said " I would like to seize this op­
portunity to congratulate the Research Centre for Islamic 
History, Art, and Culture in Istanbul on its 25 th anniversa­
ry. The Centre has scored significant accomplishments over 
the past 25 years. With the invaluable support and attention 
of the Secretariat and the member countries, it has made 
concrete contributions to the study and preservation of, and 
dissemination of information on the works of Islamic art 
and culture. The "Islamic Countries Cultural Week", organ­
ised for the 25 th anniversary, underlines the diversity and 
value of these works, which are embedded into the tradi­
tions of the member countries pertaining to culture and art. 

I hope the Center will pursue these fruitful activities with 
a further extended scope." (Excerpts from the address are 
published below). 

In his address at the opening ceremony of the COMCEC 
meeting, the Secretary General of OIC Prof. Dr. Ekmeled-
din ihsanoglu said that the COMCEC, under the strong and 
committed leadership of H.E. the President of the Republic 
of Turkey, made profound contributions to the strengthening 
of the economic and commercial cooperation amongst the 
OIC Member States. Reviewing recent events in the Muslim 
world, the Secretary General first referred to the devastating 
earthquake that struck Pakistan on 8 October 2005. He reit­
erated his appeal to OIC Member States to urgently extend 
all possible material and humanitarian assistance to Pakistan 
and pointed to the need to create a permanent disaster relief 
fund at the OIC level. The Secretary General then evoked 
the problems experienced by the OIC Member in political, 
economic, scientific, social, and cultural fields including i l ­
literacy, inadequate housing, poverty, lack of health services, 
lack of basic needs, low life expectancy, infrastructural inad­
equacies, limited production levels, low levels of investment, 
heavy debt burden, lack of competitiveness, among others. 
He outlined the steps taken by the OIC to increase coopera­
tion and mutual assistance among its Member States to help 
alleviate and solve these problems. 

Following the opening ceremony of the 21 s t session of 
COMCEC, the President of Turkey H.E. Ahmet Necdet Sez­
er opened an Exhibition entitled "IRCICA 1980-2005" out­
lining the activities of IRCICA during the first twenty-five 

ft 
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years of its existence. The President received information 
from the Director General of IRCICA on recent progress 
in the activities. The exhibition was arranged in the foyer of 
the COMCEC conference hall at Hotel Marmara in Taksim. 
After the IRCICA's exhibition, the President of Turkey and 
Chairman of the COMCEC H.E. Ahmet Necdet Sezer and 
the Secretary General of OIC Prof. Ekmeleddin ihsanoglu 
received the heads of the Member States' delegations at­
tending the conference. 

In the afternoon of 24 November, a ceremony was held 
within the framework of the program of the COMCEC 
meeting, to commemorate IRCICA's 25* anniversary. The 
event was under the patronage and in presence of H.E. Prof. 
Mustafa isen, Undersecretary of the Ministry of Culture and 

Tourism of Turkey, in the presence of Prof. Dr. Ekmeleddin 
Ihsanoglu, Secretary General of the OIC, with the partic­
ipation of Mr. Ahmet Tiktik, Undersecretary of the Turk­
ish Prime Ministry's State Planning Organisation. The cer­
emony was attended by the heads and members of the OIC 
Member States' delegations participating in the COMCEC 
session, the heads and members of diplomatic missions ac­
credited in Ankara and Istanbul, guests from cultural and 
scholarly circles and representatives of the media. 

The ceremony started with a short documentary power 
point presentation on IRCICA's objectives and activities. 

H.E. Prof. Mustafa isen, Undersecretary of the Minis­
try of Culture and Tourism, Republic of Turkey, delivered 
an address underlining the role institutions play in realising 

Excerpts f rom the speech delivered by H.E. Ahmet Necdet Sezer, President of Turkey 
and Chairman of COMCEC, at the opening ceremony of the 21 s t Session of COMCEC 

Istanbul, 24 November 2005 

Honorable Ministers, Distinguished Secretary Gen­
eral, Distinguished Delegates, 

I am pleased to be with you again on the occasion of 
the 21 s t Session of the Standing Committee for Econom­
ic and Commercial Cooperation of the Organisation of 
the Islamic Conference. Welcome to Turkey. I sincerely 
greet you all, and hope that your efforts will yield ben­
eficial results. 

I wish once again Prof. Ekmeleddin ihsanoglu, who 
is participating in this COMCEC meeting as the Sec­
retary General of OIC for the first time, all success in 
his work. The success of the Secretary General in intro­
ducing innovations and reforms aiming at establishing a 
more effective structure for the organisation that meets 
the needs of its members will undoubtedly depend on 
the support provided by all member states. 

COMCEC has sustained its endeavors uninterrupt­
edly for 21 years with the support of OIC Member 
States, and acquired the distinct peculiarity of being an 
international forum for developing economic and com­
mercial relations among our countries and evaluating 
economic developments in the world. 

The Organisation of Islamic Conference is the sec­
ond biggest political organisation worldwide in terms 
of population and geographical size, next to the Unit­
ed Nations. Therefore, it is the main goal of the activi­
ties by COMCEC to make use of the opportunities and 
meet the needs of the members of the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference, in such a way as to produce com­
mon benefits in the economic and commercial field, it 
is our common wish that the member states provide 
strong support to the realisation of concrete projects 
of an international size and scale through efficient and 
fruitful activities. 

I would like to seize this opportunity to congratu­
late the Research Centre for Islamic History, Art, and 
Culture in Istanbul on its 25 lh anniversary. The Center 
has scored significant accomplishments over the past 
25 years. With the invaluable support and attention of 
the Secretariat and the member countries, it has made 
concrete contributions to the study and preservation of, 
and dissemination of information on the works of Is­
lamic art and culture. The "Islamic Countries Cultural 
Week", organised for the 25 th anniversary, underlines the 
diversity and value of these works, which are embedded 
into the traditions of the member countries pertaining 
to culture and art. I hope the Center will pursue these 
fruitful activities with a further extended scope. 

One of the main challenges for us is to combat pov­
erty from which more than 1 billion people suffer to­
day, by exerting all efforts required. As the internation­
al community, our main priority is to half, by 2015, the 
number of people in the world who have a daily income 
of less than one dollar and are on the brink of starvation. 
With a view to establishing an environment that ena­
bles development and the reduction of poverty both at 
the national and global levels, we must show determina­
tion and build strong partnerships with the private sec­
tor and nongovernmental organizations. 

To reach these goals, the establishment of better and 
independently operating political and economic mech­
anisms compatible with universal values and based on 
principles such as democracy, the rule of law, human 
rights, good governance, transparency, accountability, 
gender equality, and rejection of violence, is among our 
important tasks. 
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societies' goals. He said IRCICA is one of those institutions 
which succeeded in fulfilling their mandate pertinently, and 
"having witnessed the evolution of the Centre, I can say with 
certainty that the Centre covered culture and arts with full 
content." Prof, isen commended the achievements of Prof. 
Ekmeleddin ihsanoglu, Secretary General of OIC, who was 
the Director General of IRCICA until the end of 2004, for 
performing his mission and responsibilities in the best way, a 
success which carried him to higher missions. He expressed 
his conviction that the new Director General Dr. Halit Eren 
will endeavour to continue to raise the IRCICA flag higher. 

The Secretary General of the OIC Prof. Dr. Ekmeleddin 
ihsanoglu addressed the audience, recalling the establish­
ment stages of IRCICA. Almost thirty years ago, the idea 
of setting up the Centre was agreed upon at the Seventh Is­
lamic Conference of Foreign Ministers held in Istanbul, at 
the proposal of Turkey; the process was implemented under 
the great leadership of H.E. Dr. Amadou Karim Gaye, Sec­
retary General at that time, who was also one of the found­
ers of OIC. His successor H.E. Mr. Habib Chatti appoint­
ed Prof, ihsanoglu to be the founding Director General of 
the Centre. Prof, ihsanoglu said he had the honour of serv­
ing this institution dedicating his life to it and was proud of 
the results achieved. He said he was grateful to the Member 
States who supported the idea, the host country Turkey. He 
also expressed his gratitude to the former Secretary Gener­
als, his predecessors. He said that the Governing Board of 
IRCICA, which has always been a panel of eminent special­
ists, greatly contributed to the Centre's success. 

H.R.H. Princess Dr. Wijdan Ali, Chairperson of the Gov­
erning Board of IRCICA, said that this anniversary was an 
important and a precious occasion all Muslims should be 
proud of, since IRCICA is one of the most successful cultur­
al institutions of the Muslim world. She said "Governments, 
buildings, centres alone do not make a successful cultur­
al institution; what makes it is its leader, and IRCICA was 
very fortunate to have Prof, ihsanoglu as its leader, with his 

foresight, his great abilities in administration and planning, 
which helped in making the Centre one of the most impor­
tant and most effective cultural institutions of the Muslim 
world." She wished success to Dr. Halit Eren, the present Di­
rector General of IRCICA, and his team. 

Dr. Halit Eren, Director General of IRCICA, conveyed 
gratitude for the patronage and support extended to IRCI­
CA by its host country the Republic of Turkey and the sup­
port of inestimable importance accorded by the Member 
States, which reaffirm the trust placed on IRCICA as the 
OIC's cultural organ. He said that the inter-disciplinary au­
diences participating in the commemorations of IRCICA's 
anniversary reflected that the coverage of its internation­
al cooperation network was commensurate with the ever-
expanding scope of its mandate. The Director General said 
that the active participation of the Member States in the Is­
lamic Countries Cultural Week that was going on in Istan­
bul from 22 to 28 November reflected the importance given 
by the Member States to the common and the diverse as­
pects of their cultures and the multifarious expressions of 
the latter which are all within the domain of IRCICA's fields 
of study. He recorded his gratitude to the Member States for 
their participation in the Islamic Countries Cultural Week 
organised on the occasion of IRCICA's 25 th anniversary. 

The Director General said it was a significant coinci­
dence that Prof. Ekmeleddin ihsanoglu, who had directed 
IRCICA from 1980 until taking office as Secretary Gener­
al of OIC on 1st January 2005, was honouring the 25th anni­
versary ceremony that day in his capacity as Secretary Gen­
eral. He said that Prof, ihsanoglu's excellent management of 
the Centre had played an immense role in the Centre's at­
taining its present status. Then he present to Prof, ihsanoglu 
the first copy of a Festschrift, entitled Essays in Honour of 
Ekmeleddin ihsanoglu. This book published by the Centre 
contains fourty-five articles by select scholars and authors 
from the East and the West on subjects related to the Cen­
tre's fields of research. 
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21 s t Session of IRCICA Governing Board 
25 November 2005 

The Governing Board of IRCICA held its Twenty-first 
Session of the Centre's headquarters in Yddiz Palace in Is­
tanbul, on 25 November 2005, the day following the anni­
versary commemoration ceremony held within the frame­
work of the 21 s t session of the COMCEC. The Board session 
was held in the presence of H.E. Professor Ekmeleddin 
Ihsanoglu, Secretary General of the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference. The following Board members were 
present: H.R.H. Princess Dr. Wijdan A l i (Chair), Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan; Prof. Abdul Hafez Helmy Mohammad 
(Vice-Chair), Arab Republic of Egypt; Dr. Abdulaziz Der-
aman, Malaysia; Mr. Mohammed Al-Murr , United Arab 
Emirates; Dr. Amadou Cisse Ndieguene, Republic of Sen­
egal; Dr. Saad bin Abdul Aziz Al-Rashid, Kingdom of Sau­
di Arabia; Prof. Giinsel Renda, Republic of Turkey; Dr. Ab­
dul Aziz Abdullah Turki Al-Subaie, State of Qatar; Dr. Halit 
Eren, Director General of IRCICA. 

H.R.H. Dr. Wijdan A l i , Chairperson of the Board, inau­
gurated the session with an address in which she congratulat­
ed the Centre on its 25 t h anniversary, commending the var­
ious commemoration activities organised on this occasion. 
In its first session, the Board heard the report of the Direc­
tor General of IRCICA comprising the activities completed 
or ongoing within the framework of the work plan for 2005-
2006 and the proposed work plan for 2006-2007. The D i ­
rector General underlined the most important accomplish­
ments of the Centre during the period since the previous 

session, citing, in particular, the long-term projects relating 
to the compilation of bibliographies of the translations of the 
Quran that are found in printed and manuscript forms. He 
also briefed the Board on the First International Congress 
on Islamic Archeology which was held in Istanbul in Apr i l 
2005, underlining the importance it carries as the first con­
gress of its kind. Citing the activities which were completed 
during the period of one year that had passed since the pre­
vious meeting of the Board, he mentioned the Second Inter­
national Symposium on "Islamic Civilisation in the Volga-
Ural Region" which was held in Kazan, Tatarstan on 24-26 
June 2005; the symposium on "Bilad Al-Sham During the 
Ottoman Era" organised in cooperation with the Ministry 
of Culture of Syria in Damascus, on 26-30 September 2005. 
The Director General also spoke of the future projects to 
be organised by the Centre, such as the third internation­
al symposium on "Islamic Civilisation in the Balkans" to be 
held in Bucarest, Romania on 1-5 November 2006; the in ­
ternational symposium on "Islamic Civilisation in Southern 
Africa" which wi l l be the third one relating to Africa, to be 
held in South Africa in September 2006; the international 
symposium on "Tourism and Traditional Crafts" which wi l l 
be held in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, on 7-14 No­
vember 2006 in cooperation with the Supreme Commission 
for Tourism of the Kingdom, among others. The Board re­
viewed the report of the Director General, deliberated on 
some of the activities, and adopted the report. 
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The Board took note of the Centre's studies and contri­
butions to recent conferences on the theme of the waqf in ­
stitution. Board members underlined the relevance of the 
subject wi thin the framework of the Centres mandate and 
recommended that the latter undertakes a research project 
on the waqf institution which would deal not only with his­
torical aspects of the waqf but also its existing and possi­
ble contemporary applications. Relating to the dissemina­
tion of information on IRCICAs activities on regular basis, 
the Board members commended the introductory brochure 
that the Centre published on the occasion of its 25 t h anni­
versary. They pointed out to the necessity of documenting 

all the activities undertaken by the Centre in a documentary 
book. On the other hand, the Board observed with appre­
ciation that the Centre realised many projects in coopera­
tion with cultural and academic institutions in the Member 
States and around the world. The Governing Board exam­
ined and adopted the proposed budget of the Centre for 
2006-2007. 

The Board expressed its appreciation to the OIC Mem­
ber States for having taken part in the "Islamic Countries 
Cultural Week" organised by the Centre on the occasion of 
its 25 , h anniversary. 

Excerpts from the welcoming address of Dr. Halit Eren, Director General of IRCICA, 
at the 21 s t Session of the Governing Board of IRCICA 

25 November 2005 

This session of the Board convenes in a significant 
period coinciding with the twenty-fifth anniversary 
commemorations of the Centre. It is an honour for us 
that the commemoration activities are inaugurated and 
held in the presence of the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Turkey, the Secretary General of OIC, the Governor 
of Istanbul, the Metropolitan Mayor of Istanbul, the dis­
tinguished members of the Governing Board of IRCI­
CA, and representatives f rom the international academ­
ic and cultural communities. 

A ceremony marking this anniversary was held yes­
terday, 24 November, as part of the program of the C O M -
CEC, an OIC body chaired by the President of Turkey. 
...The proceedings of the ceremony underscored the 
role IRCICA assumes as the intergovernmental cultur­
al institution of the OIC countries dealing wi th Islamic 
culture and civilisation. 

The present anniversary is commemorated with 
an Islamic Countries Cultural Week comprising con­
certs and folkloric performances, exhibitions of paint­
ings, handicrafts and publications displaying the cul­
tural riches of the OIC member countries. The program 
is realised with the cooperation of the Municipality of 
Greater Istanbul. We believe the colourful image reflect­
ed in Istanbul during this Week conveys the message 
of a common culture and its myriad expressions, rep­
resenting the immense cultural assets and potentials of 
the Muslim world to the study of which IRCICA is de­
voted. 

This anniversary also coincides with Professor Ek-
meleddin Ihsanoglus first year in office as Secretary 
General of OIC after having directed IRCICA since 
1980. This is an occasion to express our gratitude to h im 
for his excellent management that enabled the Centre 
to reach its present status and the close support that the 
Secretary General continues to extend to the Centre. 

A vital element in IRCICAs success is no doubt, the 

support and cooperation of the OIC Member States, 
their governments, their cultural institutions. We are 
grateful as always to the host country of the Centre, the 
Republic of Turkey, for having proposed to host IRCI­
CA in the first place, allocating the Centre magnificent 
premises in the historical Yildiz Palace, providing pa­
tronage and facilities for its activities. 

The Governing Board of IRCICA, composed of emi­
nent scholars and specialists appointed f rom nine Mem­
ber States, wi l l review the Centres activities under its 
current work plan covering the period f rom July 2005 
to June 2006 inclusive, finalise its proposed work plan 
for next year, 2006-2007, and recommend guidelines 
and policies for its operations. Its agenda wi l l cover the 
continuing long-term programs and several newly es­
tablished projects. Among these are the internation­
al competition that was launched in July 2005 towards 
the Prince Faisal Award for the Preservation of Islam­
ic Architectural Heritage, aiming to give recognition 
to the best architectural restoration projects of Islam­
ic monuments. We wi l l have two congresses in 2006 to 
focus on the history and the living cultural heritage of 
Islamic civilisation in regions outside the present Mus­
l i m world, to be held in Southern Africa and Romania 
respectively. 

. . .Wi th in the framework of its activities aiming to 
promote Islamic arts, IRCICA coordinates training 
courses in various branches of Islamic arts, especially 
calligraphy. Over the past years a number of calligra-
phers f rom around the world were presented diplomas 
- Ijaza, in accordance wi th the tradition. This year's d i ­
plomas wi l l be presented to the successful trainees wi th­
in the framework of the twenty-fifth anniversary com­
memoration program. . . .During your stay in Yildiz 
Palace you may also wish to visit the exhibitions of cal­
ligraphy and Islamic arts and handicrafts on display in 
the various halls. . . . 
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Presentation of "Diplomas" of Calligraphy 
25 November 2005 

Following the opening ceremony of the Twenty-first Ses­
sion of the Governing Board of IRCICA, held at the Centres 
headquarters on 25 November 2005, a special session was de­
voted to the presentation of Ijaza -"diplomas" or "licenses" of 
calligraphy that are delivered by teacher to student in accord­
ance with the traditional practice in the teaching of this art. 
This session was attended by guests from the diplomatic corps 
in Istanbul, members of faculties of art, calligraphers, and lov­
ers of this art, together with the delegations of the Member 
States participating in the Islamic Countries Cultural Week. 

The ceremony underscored the positive results achieved 
through the services of IRCICA in promoting this art, en­
couraging its teaching and practice, and creating oppor­
tunities for calligraphers of various countries and varying 
levels of advancement to meet each other and cooperate in 
upgrading their knowledge and skills. 

Unti l that day inclusive, thirty-five calligraphy "diplo­
mas" were issued within the framework of the training pro­
grams coordinated by IRCICA, to calligraphers f rom A l ­
geria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Egypt, Iran, Japan, Jordan, 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey, 
United Arab Emirates, and U.S.A. 

Six calligraphers who recently completed their training 
courses coordinated by the Centre received their Ijaza dur­
ing the 21 s t Session of IRCICA Governing Board, wi thin the 
framework of the Centres twenty-fifth anniversary com­
memoration program. 

Then, Mr. Mahmud Ibrahim Salama f rom Egypt ad­
dressed the audience on behalf of the calligraphers who had 
received Ijaza, expressing his thanks for the attention and 
the special programs that were devoted to this art to ensure 
its preservation and steady development. 

Mr. Hamidi Belaid f r o m Morocco re­
ceived his Ijaza in the Taliq style issued by 
his teacher Prof. A l i Alpaslan. He received 
the Ijaza certificate f r o m Prof. Ekmeleddin 
ihsanoglu, Secretary General of the OIC. 
In the past years, Mr. Belaid had obtained 
Ijaza in the thuluth naskh and diwani 
styles wi th in the framework of the same 
program. 

The following Ijaza were all in the Th-
luth Naskh Style: Mr. Mahmud Ibrahim 
Salama (Egypt) and Mr. Khalifa al-Shi-
m i (Egypt) were both trained and deliv­
ered their Ijaza by Mr. Hasan Celebi. Mr. 
Salama received his certificate f rom Prof. 
Abdulhafez Helmy Mohammad (Egypt), 
Vice-Chairman of the Governing Board 
of IRCICA. Mr. Khalifa al-Shimi received 
his f r o m Mr. Mohammed al-Murr (United 
Arab Emirates), member of the Governing 
Board of IRCICA. 

Mr. Hasan Celebi spoke on behalf of the 
teachers, underlining that this "diploma" is 
issued only i f the teacher is convinced the 
trainee has shown promising progress and 
is likely to continue to work to learn more 
and improve his skills. In other words, this 
certificate does not indicate an accom­
plishment or a completion, but it is only a 
beginning. 

Mr . Jewad Hooran f r o m Iran was 
trained by Mr. Mehmet Ozcay. Dur ing 
the ceremony hie received his certificate 
f rom Dr. Haht Eren, Director General o f 
IRCICA. 

Ms. Soraya Syed (U.K.), who was trained 
by Mr . Afdaluddin Kihc, received her 
certificate f r o m Dr. Wijdan A l i (Jordan), 
Chair of the Governing Board of IRCICA. 

Mr. Omer Faruk Ozogul (Turkey), who 
was trained by Mr. Davut Bektas, received his 
certificate f rom the hands of Dr. Abdulaziz 
Abdullah Torki al-Subaie (Qatar), member 
of the Governing Board of IRCICA. 
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Meeting the Challenges of the 21 s t Century: 
The Third Extraordinary Islamic Summit 

Convened In Mecca, 6-7 December 2005 
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The Third Extraordinary Session of the Islamic Summit 
Conference was held in Mecca, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
on 7-8 December 2005. (The two previous Extraordinary 
Sessions of the Islamic Summit Conference were held in 
Islamabad, Pakistan, on 23 March 1997, and Doha, Qatar, 
on 5 March 2003 respectively.) The Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques, King Abdullah Ibn Abdulaziz, opened the 
Conference with a speech in which he stressed that ex­
tremism, fanaticism and excommunication will not take 
root in a land that is endowed with the spirit of tolerance 
and the dissemination of moderation. He affirmed his as­
piration to the rise of a unified Islamic community; a rule 
that eradicates injustice and oppression; comprehensive 
Islamic development targeting the removal of destitution 
and poverty; the spread of reason and moderation which 
are characteristics of the tolerance of Islam; having Mus­
lim inventors and industrialists; an advanced Islamic tech­
nology; and a Muslim youth who equally works for this 
life and the hereafter. The Conference was also addressed 
by the Prime Minister of Malaysia, H.E. Dato Seri Abdul­
lah bin Ahmed Badawi, in his capacity as Chairman of the 
Tenth Islamic Summit Conference (Putrajaya, 2003). In 
his statement, he stressed that the causes of the problems 
faced by the Muslim world today must be confronted and 
addressed in a holistic manner, among others by building 
capacities and projecting the true image of Islam and its 
civilisation. 

Addressing the opening session, Prof. Ekmeleddin 
Ihsanoglu, Secretary General of the OIC, reviewed the cur­
rent situation of the OIC and the appropriate place it is 
aspiring to occupy on the international scene, taking into 
account the huge global developments and the need for 
strategic planning so as to keep abreast of these develop­
ments in such a way that safeguards the supreme interests 
of the Muslim world and enables it to preserve its identity, 
civilisation and lofty human values as a fundamental factor 
for the cohesion of the fabric of the Muslim societies and 
the strengthening of their social stability. 

The Summit conference took note of the reports and 
recommendations submitted by the Meeting of Foreign 
Ministers Preparatory to the Extraordinary Summit, and 
the Secretary General's report titled "New Vision for the 
Muslim World: Solidarity in Action". It adopted a "Ten-Year 
Programme of Action to Meet the Challenges Facing the 
Muslim Ummah in the 21 s t Century". The Conference also 
adopted the Mecca Declaration. 

As regards intellectual issues, the Summit reaffirmed 
that Islam is a religion of moderation which rejects bigotry, 
extremism and fanaticism. It stressed that dialogue among 
civilisations based on mutual respect, understanding and 
equality between people, is a prerequisite for establishing a 
world marked by tolerance, cooperation, peace and confi­
dence among nations. The Conference called for combating 
pseudo-religious and sectarian extremism. 
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In the political field, the Conference stressed the impor­
tance of the question of Palestine as the central cause of the 
Muslim community. The ending of the Israeli occupation 
of the Arab and Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, 
including East Jerusalem, the Syrian Golan and the remain­
ing occupied Lebanese territories in compliance with Secu­
rity Council Resolution 425, constitutes a vital request for 
the entire Muslim world. This question should unify the 
Muslim position regarding the comprehensive settlement 
of the question of Palestine in accordance with the United 
Nations resolutions, the Arab Peace Initiative and the Road-
map. Efforts should be made to regain the city of Al-Quds, 
safeguard its Islamic and historical character, preserve and 
protect Al-Aqsa Mosque and other sacred sites, counter the 
judaization of the Holy City, support the Palestinian institu­
tions in the city, and establish Al-Aqsa University in the city 
of Al-Quds. It called for support to the Waqf of Al-Quds 
Fund with each Muslim individual contributing one dollar, 
besides contributions by Member States in order to preserve 
the holy sites in the city of Al-Quds, including in particu­
lar Al-Aqsa Mosque; safeguard the sacred city's cultural and 
historic landmarks and Arab-Islamic identity, and strength­
en the steadfastness of its population so that it may regain 
its character as a city of coexistence and tolerance and the 
capital of the State of Palestine. The Conference reiterated 
working hand in hand with the international community to 
cease and dismantle settlements in the occupied territories. 
It also called for a halt in the building of the Separation Wall 
and its demolition in accordance with the opinion of the 
International Court of Justice. 

The Summit Conference discussed the developments in 
Iraq and welcomed the Arab Initiative for National Accord 
among the Iraqi parties. It expressed the hope that the legis­
lative elections would lead to a constitutional Iraqi govern­
ment so as to safeguard the country's unity and territorial 
integrity to ensure peace, security, stability, and condemned 

the terrorist violence faced by the Iraqi people. It supported 
the political process and the completion of building con­
stitutional institutions as well as Iraqi reconstruction. The 
Conference further stressed the importance of the role of 
the UN in Iraq in cooperation with the OIC. 

The Conference expressed its support to the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir for their inalienable right to self-de­
termination in accordance with the relevant UN resolu­
tions and the aspirations of the Kashmiri people. It called 
for respect of the human rights of the Kashmiri people and 
agreed to provide all possible political and diplomatic sup­
port to the true representatives of this people in their strug­
gle against foreign occupation. 

The Conference expressed its firm determination to act 
in solidarity with the Muslim Turkish Cypriot people and 
their rightful cause, by supporting the efforts within the UN 
framework to find a comprehensive, fair and lasting settle­
ment of the problem on the basis of political equality, as well 
as by taking concrete steps towards the elimination of all 
restrictions isolating the Turkish Cypriots. 

The Conference welcomed the comprehensive peace 
agreement in Sudan and the resolution adopted by the 10th 

Islamic Summit Conference regarding the creation of a 
Fund for the Reconstruction of War-Affected areas in Su­
dan, and urged Member States to effectively contribute to 
this Fund. 

The Conference reiterated its support for the Somali 
Government in its efforts to restore security and achieve re­
construction. 

The Conference also reiterated its condemnation of the 
continued Armenian aggression against the sovereignty of 
Azerbaijan and its territorial integrity and called for com­
plete and unconditional withdrawal from all occupied ter­
ritories of Azerbaijan. 

The Conference emphasised commitment to and cred­
ibility of Joint Islamic Action through implementation of 
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the resolutions, particularly as regard the display of Islamic 
solidarity in the face of natural disasters, etc, and counter­
ing foreign threats that jeopardize the security of any OIC 
Member State in a collective manner and rejected unilat­
eral sanctions, which may be imposed against any Member 
State. The Conference also stressed the need to reform the 
OIC with a view to further energizing its institutions and 
enhance its role. 

The Conference stressed the need to condemn terrorism 
in all its forms and manifestations and reject any justifica­
tion for it, considering terrorism a global phenomenon not 
related to any religion, race, color or country. The Confer­
ence emphasised also the importance of joining interna­
tional efforts to combat this phenomenon, and to endeavor 
to implement the recommendations adopted by the Inter­
national Counter-Terrorism Conference, held in Riyadh in 
2005, including the creation of an International Center for 
Combating Terrorism, as well as the need to differentiate 
between terrorism and the legitimate resistance to foreign 
occupation. The Conference also stressed the need to sup­
port the efforts aimed at drawing up an International Code 
of Conduct for Combating Terrorism, as well as the need to 
hold an international conference in special session of the 
United Nations General Assembly to affirm international 
agreement on laying down a coherent strategy for combat­
ing this dangerous phenomenon. 

The Conference expressed its concern at rising hatred 
against Islam and Muslims in the world and condemned 
the recent incident of desecration of the image of the Holy 
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) in the media of certain coun­
tries. It stressed the responsibility of all governments to en­
sure full respect of all religions and religious symbols and 

the inapplicability of using the freedom of expression as a 
pretext to defame religions. 

The Conference called for considering the possibility of 
preparing an Islamic Charter on Human Rights in accord­
ance with the provisions of the Cairo Declaration on Human 
Rights. The Conference further highlighted importance of 
promoting women's rights and education and welcomed 
Turkey's offer to host the First OIC Women's Conference. 

The Conference stressed the need for the media in the 
Muslim world to project the true image of Islam, and to effec­
tively deal with international media to attain this objective. 

In the economic and social fields, the Conference under­
lined the importance of cooperation in the fields of poverty 
alleviation, elimination of illiteracy, and eradication of dis­
eases and epidemics such as AIDS, Malaria and Tubercu­
losis. It pointed to the need to mobilise the necessary re­
sources to this end by establishing a special fund within the 
Islamic Development Bank. The Conference mandated the 
IDB Board of Governors to implement this proposal. With 
reference to the call of the United Nations Secretary General 
to eradicate Polio, the Conference stressed the significance 
of international efforts exerted in this regard, especially that 
OIC Member States are the most affected by the disease. 

The Conference decided to take practical steps to achieve 
scientific and technological development, with a view to sup­
porting sustainable development in OIC Member States. 

The Conference extended gratitude and appreciation to 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for its continuing support to 
the OIC and its General Secretariat. It also expressed grati­
tude and appreciation to the OIC Secretary General for his 
efforts to bring a new spirit and vision for the Organisation 
marked by efficiency and effectiveness. 
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Recent Activities 

International Congress on Bilad al-Sham During the Ottoman Era 
Damascus, 2630 September 2005 

Under the patronage of H.E. Dr. Bashar al-Assad, Presi­
dent of the Syrian Arab Republic, IRCICA and the Ministry 
of Culture of Syria have jointly organised the International 
Congress on "Bilad Al-Sham during the Ottoman Era", in 
Damascus, on 26-30 September 2005. 

Fourty-three papers were presented by scholars f rom 
universities in the Arab world, Turkey, Europe, Japan and 
the USA. The following main topics were addressed: re­
search difficulties and resources of the Ottoman history 
studies; society and the relationship with the State; financial 
management (16-18 t h centuries); administrative, justice and 
waqf systems; the European influence in the late Ottoman 
era; modernisation during the late Ottoman period (Tan-
zimat era); intellectual and cultural life; architecture, cit­
ies and infrastructure; travels and population movements, 
as well as such subjects as Sufism and the Zawaya (der­
vish convents) and their cultural and spiritual influence; 

agriculture; handicrafts and industry; trade and seaports; 
transportation facilities; educational institutions; scientific 
activity; printing and press; libraries; cultural and scientific 
literature, among others. 

Opening of the congress: The opening ceremony was 
held on 26 September at Cham Palace hotel in Damascus in 
presence of H.E. Dr. Mahmoud al-Sayed, Minister of Cul­
ture, representing H . E. Dr. President Bashar al-Asad, Pres­
ident of the Syrian Arab Republic. The ceremony was at­
tended by ministers f rom the Syrian Government and heads 
and members of the diplomatic missions of OIC counties 
in Damascus, interested scholars, researchers, students and 
media representatives. 

In his address at the inauguration ceremony of the con­
ference, the OIC Secretary General Professor Ekmeled-
din Ihsanoglu underlined the OIC's commitment to en­
couraging cultural activities among the Islamic countries, 
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proceeding f rom the conviction that strengthening their 
cultural relations affords the soundest foundation for de­
veloping their relations in other fields. The Secretary Gen­
eral commended the role played by IRCICA by organising 
a series of congresses on the history of Musl im nations in 
different parts of the world, on regional basis, and devot­
ing the present one to Bilad al-Sham, covering the M i d ­
dle East. The Secretary General also paid a glowing tr ib­
ute to the Syrian Arab Republic and its historical capital 
Damascus, referring especially to Syria's unique position in 
the Arab and Muslim worlds because it was so immersed 
in the deep-rooted Islamic civilisation that it was able to 
expand to the east and west and herald to the whole of hu­
manity the Islamic divine message, knowledge, and guid­
ance enshrined in its spirit of tolerance and coexistence. He 
reaffirmed that this congress shall fo rm a basis for improv­
ing existing radical concepts built about the history of the 
Ottoman State which followed f rom old-fashioned pol i t i ­
cal traditions and ideology and lacked the objectivity and 
methodology needed for the study of history. He called for 
periodical repetition of the congress, to be arranged jointly 
wi th other countries. The Secretary General, who is at the 
same time a scholar in Ottoman history, attended various 
sessions of the congress. 

In his statement on behalf of H.E. President Bashar A l -
Asad, H.E. Dr. Mahmoud al-Sayed, Minister of Culture of 
the Syrian Arab Republic welcomed the participants. He 
highlighted the importance of Congress' theme and objec­
tives and expressed his appreciation to the OIC and IRCI­
CA for their collaboration with the Government of Syria in 
organising this congress in Damascus at a time when the 
Arab and Muslim regions are facing momentous challenges 
on all levels. He also pointed to the significance of the topic 

of the congress which reflects that Turkey and the present-
day states in the former Bilad al-Sham region share a com­
mon history of nearly four centuries which should pave the 
way for increased understanding and cooperation between 
their peoples. The Minister noted that the importance of the 
congress theme also follows f rom the importance of the Ot­
toman period in Syria's history and f rom shedding light on a 
wide-range of prevalent contemporary aspects of life. 

IRCICA's Director General Dr. Halit Eren gave a state­
ment at the opening ceremony, pointing to the importance 
of the history of Bilad al-Sham region in world history, es­
pecially for the inexhaustible sources and vast experiences 
it possesses in the field of the history of relations between 
nations, communities, cultures and religions. He said that 
the history of this region and the history of the Ottoman 
State constitute subject areas in which research, literature 
and data sources are relatively advanced, and that therefore 
this congress was going to benefit f rom state-of-the-art con­
tributions by specialists f rom around the world. He recalled 
that the idea of the congress had been approved by Presi­
dent Bashar Al-Asad at his meeting with Prof. Ekmeleddin 
Ihsano51u during the President's visit to IRCICA in January 
2004. Dr. Eren outlined the series of congresses on the His­
tory of Muslim Nations that IRCICA organises in various 
regions with focuses on the history of Islam in those regions. 
He expressed his conviction that this congress was going to 
contribute in highlighting many common aspects and expe­
riences in the history of Muslim nations in the Middle East 
region. He thanked all those who contributed in the organi­
sation of the symposium, particularly the coordinators: Dr. 
Abdal-Razzaq Moaz, Deputy Minister of Culture, Syria, and 
Dr. Nazeih Maarouf f rom IRCICA. He conveyed his thanks 
to the participants for their interest and contributions. 
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Session themes and papers: 

Session 1: 
Writing of the history of Bilad al-Sham during the Otto­
man Period: Methodological and Research Difficulties 

Chair: Abdul-Karim Rafeq 
Tufan Buzpmar 

How Should We Study the History of Ottoman Rule in the Bi­
lad al-Sham? 

Toru Miura 
Continuity and Discontinuity of Damascus from the Mamluk 
Period to the Ottoman Rule 

Thomas Philipp 
The Governors of Aleppo, Damascus, Sidon and Tripoli in the 
Ottoman Era 

Session 2: 
Sources of the Studies on Ottoman History 

Chair: Mahmoud Amer 

Onder Bayir 
The Ottoman Archives on Bilad al-Sham 

Khairia Kasmieh 
From the Mirror of Damascus: Some Aspects of the V' World 
War 

Jaafar Muhajir 
The Diary ofShihab al-Deen Ahmad Ben Touk 

Session 3: 

Society and the Relationship with the State 
Chair: Onder Bayir 

Faisal A l Kandari 
The Petition of the People of Aleppo to the Grand Vizier 

Mohannad Mbaydeen 
Non-Muslims in Islamic Juristic Texts during the Eighteenth 
Century 

Margaret L. Meriwether 
Family Ties and Social Networks in Early Modern Aleppo 

Session 4: 
Financial Management (16-18th Centuries) 

Chair: Khairia Kasmieh 

Mahmoud Amer 
The Ottoman Coins and Reflection on the Life of Bilad al-
Sham 

Issam Khalife 
The Baalbek District in the Sixteenth Century: Historical De­
mography and Taxation 

Mehmet ipsirli 
Some Remarks on the Province of Damascus and its Budget of 
March 1578-March 1579 during the Governorship of Sokullu-
zade Hasan Pasha 

Brigitte Marino 
The Investments of Ismail Pasha al-Azem (1725-1730) in the 
Damascus Countryside 

Session 5: 
Administrative, Court and Waqf Systems 

Chair: Mehmet Ipsirli 

Randi Deguilhem 
Kadak wa-Khulu on Waqf Properties: lust Another Contract? 
A Look at Nineteenth Century Damascene Practices 

Stefan Knost 
The Role and Organisation of Neighbourhood Endowments 
(Waqf al-Mahalla) in 18"' and 19th Century Aleppo: Some 
Preliminary Remarks 

Jean-Paul Pascual 
The Muhasaba: The Management of the 

Colette Establet 
Inheritance of Minorities, a Source for the Legal Administra­
tion of Properties in Damascus around 1700 

Session 6: 
Economic Life during the Late Ottoman Period 

Chair: Issam Khalife 
Abdul-Aziz Awad 

Land and Agriculture System in Syria Wilayat during the Ot­
toman Tanzimat Era (1839-1914) 

Vanessa Gueno 
Mahkamat nizamiye and the countryside at the End of the 
Ottoman Rule: The Case of Qada Hims (Central Syria) 
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Session 7: 
The European Influence in the Late Ottoman Era 

Chair: Tufan Buzpinar 
Abdul-Karim Rafeq 

Syria's Reaction to European Capitalism in the 2nd half of the 
19th century; Introducing Modernization, Pooling Resources, 
and Engaging in Partnership Across the Religious Divide 

A l i Ihsan Gencer 
The Reactions to Wilhelm II's Journey to Bilad-al-Sham 

Mustafa Kacar 
German Emperor Wilhelm II's Journey to Bilad al-Sham (Oc­
tober-November 1898) 

Session 8: 
Modernisation during the Late Ottoman Period 

(Tanzimat Era) 
Chair: Muhamad Qajja 

Vehbi Baysan 
Modernization of Ottoman Public Education and the Bilad 
Al-Sham during the Tanzimat Era 

Massoud Daher 
Modernization of Culture and Education in 19'h-century Ot­
toman Bilad al-Sham 

Iyad Tabbaa 
The First Prints and Publications in Bilad al-Sham 

Session 9: 
Intellectual and Cultural Life 

Chair: Thomas Philipp 

Nelly Hanna 
Syrian Popular Culture in the Seventeenth Century According 
to Damascene Biographer Muhibbi 

Steve Tamari 
Mufti and Mudarris: Localism and Ottomanism among the 
Teachers of 18th-Century Damascus 

Mehmet Canatar 
Some Documents and Evaluations about the Public Library 
of Damascus 

Riyadh Murad 
Intellectual Life in Damascus during the 12'h Century 

Session 10: 
Cities and Infrastructure 

Chair: Ghazi Bisheh 
Nofan Al-Sawarieh 

Water and its Resources in Jerusalem and the Neighboring 
Areas during the Ottoman Reign: A Documentary Histori­
cal Study 

Verena Daiber 
Damascus in the 18th Century: the Impact of a Natural Dis­
aster on Official Structures and Infrastructure of a Major Ot­
toman City 

Najwa Othman 
Substructure Projects in Aleppo in the Late Ottoman Era 
(1900-1918) 

Mouaffak Doughman 
The Projects of Infrastructure and their Effects on the Urban 
Plan of Damascus City at the End of 19h Century 

Session 11: 
Architecture and Patronage (A) 

Chair: Giinsel Renda 
Himmet Ta§k6mur 

Royal Patronage in Damascus and Jerusalem in the Sixteenth 
Century 

Zekeriya Kursun 
The Security of the Pilgrims Road and its Logistics in the 19th 
Century: Protection and Renovation of the Forts and Pilgrims 
Wells 

Session 12: 
Architecture and Patronage (B) 

Chair: Yusuf Natsheh 

Beatrice St. Laurent 
Ottoman Restorations of the Dome of the Rock 

Talal A k i l i 
Umayyad Mosque Fire (1311 H.-893 AC) - Critical Study of 
the Rebuilding and Restoration Works 

Abir Arkawi 
Caravanserais in Damascus during the Ottoman Period 
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Session 13: 
Domestic Architecture and its Decorations 

Chair: Abdal-Razzaq Moaz 
Stefan Weber 

The Damascene Living Room: Aspects of an Urban Residen­
tial Culture in the Ottoman Period 

Gunsel Renda 
Painted Decorations in 19"' Century Ottoman Houses: A 
Comparative Study 

Ariane Ahmad 
The Development of the External Facades of the Courtyard 
Houses in the Syrian Cities in the Late 19th Century 

Session 14: 
Workshop 

Abdal-Razzaq Moaz 
Bilad al-Sham during the Ottoman Era in a Virtual Muse­
um of Islamic Art 

Concluding remarks and closing session: Prior to the 
closing ceremony, a session was held for concluding re­
marks and recommendations on methodological issues re­
lating to the historiography of Bilad al-Sham. The partici­
pants were Abdul-Karim Rafeq, Khairia Kasmieh, Mehmet 
Ipsirli, Thomas Philipp, Nelly Hanna, and Abdal-Razzaq 
Moaz. They underlined the importance of the congress, 
commended the quality of the papers, and stressed the need 
to hold the congress periodically. 

At the closing ceremony, H.E. Dr. Mahmoud al-Sayed, 
Minister of Culture of Syria, and Dr. Halit Eren, Director 
General of IRCICA, both expressed their gratitude to the 
participants for their active contributions and called for 

more cooperation in this field of study. The congress partici­
pants issued a cable of gratitude to H.E. Dr. President Bashar 
al-Asad, President of the Syrian Arab Republic, for extending 
his patronage to the congress and for the warm hospitality 
shown by his country and his people towards the congress. 

Exhibition contributed by the Department of Otto­
man Archives, Directorate General of State Archives, 
Turkey: "Bilad al-Sham in the Ottoman Archives" 

A n important feature of the congress was the exhibition 
entitled "Bilad al-Sham in the Ottoman Archives" which 
was prepared by the Turkish Prime Ministry's Department 
of Ottoman Archives in Istanbul as a contribution to the 
congress. The exhibition, held at the National Museum in 
Damascus, presented the reproductions of samples of de­
crees and other and administrative documents issued by 
the Ottoman State during the period f rom the 16 t h-early 
20 t h centuries and relating to the region. Given the essential 
importance of Ottoman archive documents as the main and 
the original sources for studies in Ottoman history, the ex­
hibition was an integral component of the congress. 

The exhibition was inaugurated jointly by: H.E. Dr. Mah­
moud al-Sayed, Minister of Culture of Syria, H.E. Prof. Dr. 
Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Secretary General of the OIC, Dr. 
Halit Eren, Director General of IRCICA, H.E. Mr. Halit 
Cevik, Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey in Syria, Mr. 
Onder Bayir, Director, Department of the Ottoman Ar­
chives (Istanbul), Prime Minis try of the Republic of Turkey, 
along with the representatives of the Diplomatic missions 
of OIC counties in Damascus. The exhibition was visited by 
large numbers of people: researchers, students, media rep­
resentatives and the general public. 
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Medal of appreciation awarded by the Russian Federation and 
the Republic of Tatarstan to IRCICA Director General Dr. Halit Eren 

Kazan, the capital city of Tatarstan, commemorated its 
1000 th anniversary in June 2005, with several events includ­
ing academic congresses, international meetings, publica­
tions, exhibitions (see Newsletter no. 67, August 2005). The 
Second International Symposium on "Islamic Civilisation 
in the Volga-Ural Region", jointly organised by IRCICA, the 
Municipality of Kazan, and the Tatarstan Academy of Sci­
ences' Institute of History on 24-26 June 2005 took place 
within the same framework. The reprint of the historical 
"Kazan Mushaf - Quran copy" on the occasion of the an­
niversary was another activity in which IRCICA cooperated 
wi th the Kazan authorities: the copy was reprinted in Istan­
bul by the Municipality of Kazan, following a technical revi­
sion by IRCICA in preparation for printing. 

By decision of H.E. Vladimir Putin, President of the Rus­
sian Federation, a medal has been awarded to Dr. Halit Eren, 
Director General of IRCICA, " In Memory of the 1000 t h A n ­
niversary of Kazan". The medal presentation ceremony was 
held at the Consulate General of the Russian Federation on 
15 December 2005. 

The medal is awarded to Dr. Eren for the successful 
organisation of the International Symposium on "Islamic 
Civilisation in Volga-Ural" and for his contributions to the 
promotion of cooperation between IRCICA, the first inter­
governmental cultural institution of the Muslim world, 
on one hand, and the academic and cultural institutions 
of Tatarstan and the Russian Federation at large, on the 

other, through several joint projects. The medal certificate 
is signed by H.E. Mintimer Shaimiev, President of the 
Republic of Tatarstan, on behalf of the President of the 
Russian Federation. 

W- 1 1 

Mr. Alexander Krivenko. the Consul General o f the Russian 
Federation in Istanbul, presneted the medal to Dr. Halit Eren. 
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Prince Faisal bin Fahd Award for the 
Preservation of Is lamic Archi tecture: Compet i t i ton in progress 

The competition for the Prince Faisal bin Fahd Award 
for the Preservation of Islamic Architecture which was 
launched in June 2005 continues. The awards wi l l be given 
to the best restoration projects of Islamic structures, to be 
selected by an international jury architects and specialists of 
restoration. The purpose of the competition is to support the 
revival of Islamic heritage - preservation of monuments in 
order to give them vital functions, either historical or con­
temporary. The competition is open to projects completed 
in the last five years and representing a remarkable contri­
bution to the preservation of Islamic cultural heritage. 

The competition is dedicated to the memory of the late 
Prince Faisal bin Fahd bin Abdulaziz al-Saud. Prince Fais­
al was the Chairman of the International Commission for 
the Preservation of Islamic Cultural Heritage (ICPICH), an 
ad-hoc subsidiary body of the OIC which operated f rom 
1983 unti l 2000 wi th IRCICA as its Executive Secretariat. 
The Commission was merged wi th IRCICA in 2000, follow­
ing the demise of its Chairman, and its activities were inte­
grated into the work plans of IRCICA. In response to the 
requests of the Islamic Summit and Foreign Ministers Con­
ferences held since 2000, asking that IRCICA dedicates a 
special activity to the memory of Prince Faisal bin Fahd, the 
Centre planned to organise a series of competitions entitled 
"Prince Faisal bin Fahd Award for the Preservation of Is­
lamic Cultural Heritage", the first cycle to be devoted to the 
theme "Prince Faisal bin Fahd Award for the Preservation 
of Islamic Architecture". The project was approved by the 
Member States of the OIC during the 32nd Islamic Confer­
ence of Foreign Ministers held in Sanaa, Yemen Republic, 
on 28-30 June 2005. The "Prince Faisal bin Fahd Award for 
the Preservation of Islamic Cultural Heritage" wi l l be or­
ganised every three years, starting f rom 2005. Subsequent 
competitions wi l l be on other themes relating to heritage 
preservation. 

In this competition, a total of $ 30.000 US wi l l be awarded 
as three equal prizes. Since the success of a winning project 
may be the product of efforts by diverse individuals, groups, 
and organisations, the Jury wi l l apportion prizes among 
the contributors - architects, other design and construction 
professionals, craftsmen, clients, and institutions - whom it 
considers most responsible for the success of each project. 
A n exhibition of the participating projects wi l l be held and 
a catalogue of this exhibition may be published. 

The Jury members of the first competition are: Prof. 
Ekmeleddin ihsanoglu, President; Dr. Saad Abdulaziz A l -
Rashid; Prof. Zeynep Ahunbay; Prof. Att i l io Petruccioli; 
Prof. Saleh Lamei Mostafa; Prof. Gulzar Haider; Dr. Halit 
Eren (Director General of IRCICA). 

The ceremony to honor the winning projects wi l l be held 
in Istanbul on Friday 20 Apri l , 2008. A seminar to present 

the award-winning projects to a wider public wi l l be organ­
ized following the ceremony and provide a forum for the 
participants to debate architectural issues. A monograph 
bringing together descriptions of the winning projects, the 
jury deliberations, and essays by the Jury wi l l be published 
on the occasion of the award ceremony. 

The competition calendar wi l l proceed as follows: 

Announcement June 2005 
Identification and Nomination of projects 15 February 2006 

Submission of Documentation October 2006 
On line work of the Master Jury 1 February - September 2007 
Master jury final meeting October 2007 
Award announcement ceremony April 2008 

38 Newsletter SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 2005. NO: 6 8 



Participation in the Regional Meet ing of the World Heritage in the Arab States 
Abu Dhabi, 4-8 December 2005 

More than 100 experts f rom 19 Arab states, and near­
ly 30 institutions and universities f rom around the world 
working in the field of cultural heritage, took part in the 
Regional Meeting of the World Heritage in Arab States 
which was held in Abu Dhabi, on 4-8 December 2005. The 
meeting, which was the "Follow-up to Periodic Reporting 
and Information Management" was organised by the World 
Heritage Centre of UNESCO in collaboration with the Abu 
Dhabi Tourism Authority. On its agenda were the following 
matters: presentation of the Strategy for the Management 
of the Cultural Heritage of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi; the 
UNESCO 1972 Convention for the protection of the World 
Cultural and Natural Heritage; the Regional Program for 
the Arab States; presentation of Cultural World Heritage 
Sites in the Arab Region and discussion on their conserva­
tion and management; Natural World Heritage in the Arab 
States; areas of action of the Regional Programme for the 
Arab States; Assistance Modules for Cultural and Natural 
Heritage; UNESCO partners in the implementation of the 
World Heritage Convention: examples of projects in the 
Arab Region; strategy for the identification of natural prop­
erties of potential Outstanding Universal Value. 

IRCICAs participation: Dr. Nazeih Marouf, Head of the 
Craft Development Program, represented IRCICA at the 
meeting. He presented a paper entitled: "IRCICA and a 
Project of Documenting and Recording the Archeological 
Sites and Historical Monuments in Islamic Countries and 
the Use of the Geographic Information System (GIS)". The 
paper highlighted those aspects of the mandate of IRCICA 
relating to the study, documentation and development of 
the cultural, architectural and archeological heritage of the 
Member States, and outlined the various activities under­
taken by the Centre in these fields since its establishment 
in 1980. The latter include a multidimensional program 
comprising architectural workshops, production of plans 
and guidelines for conservation of cities and monuments; 
maintaining a data bank of sites and monuments of the OIC 

Member States, architectural competitions to promote the 
preservation of architectural heritage, and publications. IR­
CICAs publications were displayed and drew the interest of 
the participants. The meeting was also an opportunity for 
the Centre to collect data on relevant institutions working 
in the field of GIS and cultural heritage restoration, pres­
ervation, documentation, and management of sites. The 
meeting also provided a unique opportunity for contacts 
with representatives of various institutions active in the field 
of cultural heritage development: Abu Dhabi Tourism Au­
thority; General Organisation for the Preservation of His­
toric Cities of Yemen (GOPHCY); Sanaa, Yemen, ALECSO, 
Organization of World Heritage Cities (OWHC); Nordic 
World Heritage Foundation (NWHF) ; World Monuments 
Fund; Centre for Documentation of Cultural and Natural 
Heritage (CULTNAT); German Agency for Technical Co­
operation (GTZ); World Heritage; International Centre For 
the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural 
(ICCROM). 

At the opening ceremony, H . H . Sheikh Sultan bin Tah-
noon Al-Nahyan, Chairman of Abu Dhabi Tourism Au­
thority, stressed the need to preserve the cultural heritage 
and promote it in order to strengthen the cultural identity 
on the one hand, and keep abreast with modern life on the 
other. His Highness added that in the United Arab Emir­
ates, particularly in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, the issue of 
cultural heritage has become part and parcel of the develop­
ment process witnessed by the country and that this is vis­
ible in many cultural, economic, infrastructural, touristic, 
scientific and religious fields. 

The meeting adopted the "Regional Action Plan con­
cerning the Cultural World Heritage in the Arab Region" 
and the "Regional Action Plan concerning the Natural 
World Heritage in the Arab Region" and agreed that these 
plans be used in the preparation of national action plans for 
cultural and natural heritage. 
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New publ ica t ions by IRCICA 

— f f l B K S K B B B B H U . 

Mostar 2004 Program 1994-2004 Final Report, compiled by Prof. Dr. Amir Pasic, 
IRCICA, Istanbul, 2005 (in English) 

I This is a cumulative report on the activities and results of 
IRCICA's ten-year program of architectural workshops en­
titled Mostar 2004. The workshops were organsied during 
the Summer months, in Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
except the first two, 1994 and 1995 workshops which were 
held in Istanbul, Turkey. During each academic year be­
tween two workshops, the collaborating architectural facul­
ties held studios and/or assigned theses relating to the sub­
jects of the program, with special reference to Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, study, restoration, conservation of cities and 
buildings. These activities borught together a large number 
of professionals and students f rom various countries, thus 
forming a network of people and institutions interested in 
and contributing to the preservation of heritage, and at the 
same time, support for Bosnia and Herzegovina in the af­
termath of the 1992-95 war. The workshops involved 823 
participants f rom 31 countries: Argentina, Australia, Aut-
sria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, Czheck Republic, 

Croatia, North Cyprus, South Cyprus, Denmark, France, 
Germany, India, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kosovo, Lebanon, 
Lithuania, Macedonia, Mexico, Norway, Pakistan, Poland, 
Russia, Serbia, Spain, Syria, Turkey, United Kingdom, USA, 
and Uzbekistan. The teachers and students came f rom 68 
universities. During the entire period, efforts were made to 
reinforce public awareness on the history, the cultural and 
architectural heritage of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

This comprehensive report contains the gist of the large 
volume of research, data and documents resulting f rom the 
program. It also reflects the experience acquired through 
this collaborative effort: the importance of the scientific ap­
proach in the preservation of heritage, the importance of 
networking, the importance of training local professionals 
for the conservation. It is hoped that this record of the pro­
gram and the experience wi l l be useful for preservation ef­
forts in other parts of the world. 
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New publ icat ion by IRCICA 

Essays in honour of Ekmeleddin ihsanoglu, 
Volume I: Societies, Cultures, Sciences: 

A Collection of Articles; 
Volume II: Biography, bibliography, 

and recollections about ihsanoglu, IRCICA, 
Istanbul, 2005 

(in English, articles in English, French, Turkish) 

• This is a Festschrift in honour 
of Prof. Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, 
the Secretary General of the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference, who was the Director 
General of IRCICA from 1980 to 
December 2005. It is an expression 
of gratitude for Prof. Ihsanoglu's 
scholarly endeavours that helped to 
promote research and international 
cooperation in many subject areas 
relating to the Muslim world, and, 
from IRCICA's standpoint, for his 
inspired and foresighted leadership 
which contributed to the Centre's 
success since its establishment. 
The first volume contains fourty-
five articles on the history, cultural 
life, arts and sciences of Muslim 
countries which were contributed 
by scholars from around the world. 

The second volume contains the 
views, impressions and souvenirs 
o f persons f r o m academic, 
diplomatic and cultural circles who 
have known and collaborated with 
Ihsanoglu, as well as his biography, 
and his bibliography. The initiative 
leading to this publication belong 
to a group of social scientists from 
IRCICA and form universities of 
I s tanbul who col labora ted 
with/under the direction of Prof. 
Ihsanoglu for many years: Zeynep 
Durukal (IRCICA), Dr. Mustafa 
Kacar (Istanbul University), Prof. 
Ali Akyildiz (Marmara University). 
The essays of the first volume are 
grouped in three parts: I . Ottoman 
History: the Centre, the Provinces, 
Studies and Sources; I I . Cultural 
Life; I I I . History of science. 
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