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BOSNIAN HOUSE

Origin, Life and Future

Bosnia and Hercegovina is in the heart of Europe. It shared similar history with other
Mediterranean countries.

lllyrian was replaced by Roman in 3rd century B.C., and finally this process of symbiosis was
finished by Roman-Slavic entity in the 7th century AD.

There, on the Neretva river, Roman Empire was split in two Eastern and Western.

Five century later Christianity was divided on Catholic and Eastern Orthodox.

From the 17th century the Neretva river is the west border of Islam.

Slavic tribal Communities gradually underwent transformation which led to the later feudal
system.

Since the 12th century Bosnia was independent country. Slavs in Bosnia, were not unified
from religious point of view: so-called Bosnian or Bogumil Church based on religious heresy
derived from Christianity was dominant. There was also a sizable Catholic Church settled in
Central Bosnia, and small group of Orthodox along eastern Bosnian border.

From the mid of 15th until the end of the 19th century Bosnia and Hercegovina was a part of
the Ottoman State. Although it had much in common with other regions in the empire, its
religious and cultural plurality, tolerance, patriotism and influence at the imperial court in
Istanbul also distinguished it from among the others.

Economic, social and administrative relations were defined as in State at all, with modest
variances.

House development between the 15th and 19th century

Bosnian urban milieu evaluated throughout the several centuries of the Islamic-Ottoman
presence, where the commercial and residential areas were kept strictly apart. With market
(carsija) as a vital part of the city, usually located at an important junction of the main road,
or near a fortification or river crossing.

The market attracted craftsmen and merchants of every known kind. There was usually a
central square (or several small squares) with many small streets around it, each
designated for a particular craft. Craftsmen were organized in associations (esnaf) much in
the way they still are in certain European countries. Christians and Jews lived and worked in
the bazaar together with Muslims and shared with them an almost identical life-style.

Housing areas--mahalas, are situated outside and often around the market, connected to it
by a network of usually narrow streets.

In the mahalas, we can distinguish one part of the city network with a public character, as a
first stage: the public area only for the daily needs of one mahala; it is between the
approaching road and the housing complex. The next stage starts at the gate of housing
complex; circulation continues in the enclosed wall area, first, in the selamluk (semi-private
unit), as a buffer zone, and finally, it ends in the haremluk (protection private unit), a basic
unit of the Islamic society. With all intermediate gates closed, the city resembled a series of
boxes, the larger one enclosing the smaller all protecting the integrity of the respective social
units, as well as maintaining a compact structure of the Ottoman city as a whole.

Mahalas were traditional neighborhoods found in all parts of the Ottoman State. They were
residential areas with their own mosques (churches or synagogues), shops, schools, and
other facilities needed in daily life. Every mahala had its own communal spirit and mutual-
aid system which contributed to the identity of each mahala and to a high degree of social
cohesion. This was particularly true of towns of Bosnia and Hercegovina.



Every mahala had its wealthy and poor inhabitants. In some the wealthy prevailed over the
poor, in others the poor may have outnumbered the better-off, but slum-like settlements were
not known to exist. The poorer inhabitants were always under the patronage of the rich
neighborhood families so that extreme social differences were greatly neutralized.

It is very important to emphasize that there did not exist religious or ethnic division in
mahalas organization.

Family was the essential social unit of Islamic-Bosnian community, the family house was the
basic structural cell of an urban settlement. Houses are self-contained and detached with a
courtyard and the garden enclosed by a wall, particularly on the side facing the street.

House was a dwelling complex composed of three parts: the house per se, the courtyard
(avliya), with a kitchen a wood-shed, a toilet, a stable, a pantry, a drinking fountain, a
pergola, and often a flower garden; and a vegetable and fruit garden, with a lawn, a small
pavilion, and, possibly, running water.

The main unifying feature of the various types of Ottoman houses is the basic layout of the
different functional units: two or more multifunctional rooms on two floors, with flexible use--
without heavy furniture and limitations as to seasonal occupancy, around the common
space, hall or hayat --one spatial entity spread over two floors with a connecting staircase,
placed by the wall opposite the open part of the hall.

The largest number of houses contain the same essential elements of composition,
structure, and volume, with variables reflecting the social and economic levels of the house
owners, realized by domestic masters and local materials and building technology.

This architecture aimed to bring men into a harmonious relationship on all levels. First and
basic was the level of the room, which provided the necessary privacy. The second was the
housing complex. The third was the area of the bazaar, and the last, fourth level was that of
the city, with its numerous aspects and possibilities.

Peculiarity of the house. We can clearly differentiate three basic types of houses in Bosnia-
Hercegovina during the Ottoman period. The building materials used are the most important
factor determining the differentiating characteristics of Bosnian-Ottoman houses.

The type that we shall, for lack of a better term, call oriental is characterized by low, square-
based pyramidal roofs covered with ceramida, open porches facing an interior garden, and a
walled and cobbled courtyard. This type is found only in Sarajevo and Foca. The Svrzina
house in Sarajevo from the 17th century, with its fully decorated interior, the Djerzeleza
house and the Suburina house in the same city, the Avdagica house in Foca and several
others, are beautiful examples of Bosnian domestic architecture.

The Muslim houses in northern and central Bosnia were shaped by influences both from
Islamic and Alpine countries. This house is, as a rule, of a closed, sturdy, cubic form, with a
high timber roof and shingle-covering, without walled courtyards, or open hajat. The Krslak
house in Jajce, the Eminbegica house in Tesanj, the Dusparina house in Kraljeva Sutjeska,
and the Pozderac house in Cazin are well-known examples of this type of house.

A typical Muslim house in Hercegovina is distinguished by its characteristic roof made of
stone slates. This region also has certain climatic advantages which make it possible for
living functions to be moved to the courtyard, as is usually done in other countries of the
Mediterranean and the Near East region. Interesting examples of this type are to be found in
Stolac, particularly in the complex known as the Begovina, as well as at Blagaj (the
Kolakovica house, the Valagica house, and the musafirhana of the tekija), in Pocitelj (the
Gavran-Kapetanovica house), Trebinje (the Resulbegovica house), and in Mostar (the
Biscevica, the Muslibegovica, the Kajtazova house, the Zmiro, the Karabegova, and the
Kapetanovina houses).



The Ottoman house of Hercegovina, a splendid example of architecture suited to the climate
of the area, also bears evidence to the tolerant and open character of the Ottoman-Islamic
milieu: it readily accepts elements of previous architectural traditions as well as the hand of
the local master, with all the creative factors constantly evolving through the several
centuries of the Ottoman presence, remaining permanently open to fresh influences.

It is clear that Bosnia and Hercegovina, in spite of being the area of many conflicts between
the East and the West, has also been, perhaps longer than any other region in the world, the
middle ground where the two worlds met in peace, where their artistic traditions intermingled
to create unique styles and forms.

The following are the most important factors which have been instrumental in creating a
specific regional style of architecture in Bosnia and Hercegovina:
¢ the dominant religion of Islam and the customs associated with it;
e uniformity of social and economic relations on the entire territory of the Ottoman
Empire;
e Social conditions and type of economy in individual regions, as well as their relative
wealth.
specific urban set-up dictated by a specific economy;
a tendency to preserve and cultivate the natural environment;
a standard ground-plan of the house;
specific Islamic architectural details and household items;
¢ specific geographical conditions: the continental or Mediterranean climate or, more
specifically, the amount and type of precipitation --affecting the selection of roof type, and
the topographic conditions. Geological features and type of soil, affecting the selection of
building material.
e mainly domestic masters and local materials and building technology;
e acommon life of Muslims and Christians;
¢ constant involvement of people from Dubrovnik in building activities in both the pre-
Ottoman and Ottoman periods.

A specific regional house architecture was thus created, living behind a series of
monumental structures, mostly modest by physical dimensions but of considerable
importance for the cultural history of its people. The creative process which produced them
was a constant flow of various cultural influences which, like streams merging into a single
river, become much more than a mere total of the individual contributing elements. It became
a significant new contribution to the world's artistic heritage and an example of cultural
cooperation of people with different histories and traditions.



The Great Turning Point

Austro-Hungarian troops occupied Bosnia and Hercegovina in 1878. With them came a
change in economic and social activities.

Everything that happened ever since was a result of the introduction of new capitalist
relationships, while the confrontation of the two adverse civilizations enhanced this
encounter. It is not the political and religious antagonism that brought this up, but rather an
entire perception of life, which, for the Bosnian population stemmed from the religion, the
Bosnian cities were already undergoing changes from pre-industrial to industrial society.
The Islamic religious perception of the time (that defines a system of life and its values)
found it hard to accept these principles of social order, a minor detail indicates that prior to
the occupation, the idea of a house for rent was foreign to the inhabitants of Sarajevo, and
even those that were poorest lived in a house of their own. This only illustrates the scale of
changes that will transform the future likeness of the city. The image of the Ottoman
environment was changed, especially in city centers of Sarajevo and Mostar.

The new capitalist spirit began to reign. A large number of new constructions takes place,
varying in character. Hills around the city are linked into a series of fortifications and
connected to the city by new roads.

Military camps, new bridges, a railroad and new roads, a new modern water supply, modern
sewage system, electrical power line-network, fire brigade a new power plant and the street
illumination.

New city administrative organization, construction law, cadaster and land offices.

A stronger concentration of capital ensured faster growth of the city, similar to the one
initiated in the first half of the 16th century.

As a result of increased demand for apartments, a new construction dwelling appears --
house for rent and a new business -- real-estate speculation with lands and buildings. Both
activities have great impact on the quality of living standards and urban space. Changed
character of housing business created a new class -- real-estate owners. They are not only a
new social category -- the landlords, but also the most important capital owners and
financiers.

A charming picture of a feudal town, where an architectural hierarchy formed a holistic and
logical entity, an easily apprehensible image of inner interrelations, was quickly brought
down by the vast changes within the entire concept of the city.

By applying partial planning, city's area was gradually covered by interpolating buildings into
gardens, cemeteries, and scarcely inhabited quarters. Urban tissue began to grow dense
with new buildings, creating this narrow city corridors yet another foreign space unknown to
Ottoman concept of the city. !

With the increase in the cost of land, the sprawling Ottoman house become a luxury that few
could afford. People had to live in buildings that no longer had favorable orientation,
adequate exposure to the sun, ventilation or spatial variety.

Houses for rent were densely built into a small space defined by existing streets.

Almost all the new construction has a new functional concept, where typical floor-layout is
common to all along with the functionally dead areas of the corridor.

In general it was a different concept of spatial use, compared to the construction built in the
preceding few centuries in those parts, and this indicated a new relation to hygiene.
Hayat-hall was replaced with saloon that was connected to neighboring rooms through
representative doors.




With the usage of newly designed furniture, in higher spaces with new type of windows, a
level of view was moved up. After physical contact with nature was canceled, the visual one
was reduced.

Low stone wall with iron fence changed the high wall around the house. In the design of the
fence architects were applied elements of the last architectural style.

Construction and dimensions of the walls, ceiling constructions, a staircase, and the roof--
all were new. The same for doors and windows. New type of furnace and fire place were
built in.

The complete proportion of the building was altered. The building had a main,
representative facade, facing the street, and the other facade. The harmony of the volumes,
light and shadows, or wall with greenery was replaced by blocks decorated with stylish
elements from architect's catalogue often chosen by the newly Europeanized client.

Public buildings and villas located on larger sites, were provided with a park or garden. All
other functional, constructive and technological characteristics remained the same or similar.

Traditional House Today

Today, all over the world, urban plans have taken shape around the automobile, and
pedestrians have become second class citizens. In the first car phase, 50-60 years ago, the
city area was multiplied itself together with infrastructure. Land use expenses became
enormous. The old city was sentenced to die.

The same circumstances existed in former Yugoslavia, and Mostar too, only new planning
and architectural movements emerged with a delay of five to ten years.

Suburban areas have and will always function as dormitories.
New sub-urban settlements were established with a condominium as a final solution to reach
people who will come looking for the lost security of old neighborhoods.

The spatial limit is overreached. But interest for real preservation of historic area has been
renewed, because modern development hasn’t found an equivalent or alternative for the
human needs formed during centuries--the traditional house as a key element of the urban
fabric.

Finally, and it has already begun, redevelopment, rehabilitation, revitalization, and
reconstruction will replace suburbanization.

For the cities with centuries long tradition we expect rehabilitation in the next phase when
people who invested in suburban islands discover that spirit of life is not there but in the
heart of the old centers.



In Bosnia and Hercegovina, the last several years were a time of killing, ethnic cleansing,
and destruction.

Genocide on Untermenschen people -- Bosniaks with Muslim faith--which aimed to reach
Lebemsroum for their own great nation, led by psychopathic creators of the Big Lie, resulting
with more than 200,000 killed people, more than half million wounded, and more than one
million refugees .

Masters of destruction take pleasure in expounding their motives, their task makes them
proud. City haters and city destroyers haunt our lives. One of the moving forces behind the
rise and fall of civilizations is the battle between city lovers and city haters, a battle waged in
every nation and every culture. For the city destroyers urban is synonymous with dignity,
sophistication, the unity of thought and word, word and feeling, feeling and action, and must
be done away with altogether.

From whatever depths of misguided national spirit and on whatever morbid principles they
base their approaches, their idea is to destroy anything that could have existed before them.
Among many cities, towns and settlements destroyed in the last four years, Mostar and
Sarajevo had the most terrible fate.

More than 60% of housing units in Bosnia and Hercegovina were destroyed.

The Dayton Peace Accord brought peace to some extent.

One of the key items of this accord is related to the return of refugees and dislocated people,
and the basic condition is the reconstruction of the houses.

Keeping memories alive needs to be supported even before reconstruction begins. In
August 1992, in the state of shock of killing and destruction, an idea of rebuilding started to
develop, parallel with both a battle on the fire-lines and survival in Bosnian settlements
under the siege.

The IRCICA cultural fire-line was opened: MOSTAR 2004: a project to assist the Republic of
Bosnia and Hercegovina to preserve and reconstruct its cultural heritage.

As a part of this integrated project, reconstruction and rehabilitation of traditional houses and
mabhala structures present substantial component. At the same time, it is a good opportunity
to integrate basic values of these houses in the modern housing structures.

Destruction of the The Stari Most (Old Bridge) on November 9, 1993 moved the world
awareness: finally the crime committed on Bosnia was recognized.

Reconstruction of the Stari Most will help Bosniaks to join with each other and to build a new
society based on traditional values developed during the ten centuries of Bosnian history.
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Dr. Amir Pasic
BOSNA EVI
"Mensei, Evierde Yasanan Hayat ve Gelecegi"

Islam Tarih, Sanat ve Kiiltiir Arastirma Merkezi (IRCICA)'da
15 Kasim 1996'da sunulan konferans

(Ingilizce'den ¢eviren: Dr. Semiramis Cavusoglu)

Avrupa'min ortasinda yer alan Bosna-Hersek, diger Akdeniz iilkeleriyle benzer bir tarihi
paylasmaktadir. M.O. 3. yiizyilda Illirya'lilarin idaresi yerine Roma hakimiyeti ge¢mis, neticede
bu uyusma siireci M.S. 7. yiizyilda Roma-islav hakimiyeti ile tamamlanmstir. Neretva nehrinin
iki yakasinda Roma Imparatorlugu Dogu ve Bati olmak iizere ikiye ayrilmistir. Bes yiizyil sonra
Hiristiyanlik Katolik ve Dogu Ortodoks mezheplerine ayrilmistir. 17. yiizyildan itibaren Neretva
nehri, [slamiyetin batidaki sinir1 olmustur.

[slavlarin kabileler seklindeki topluluklari daha sonra feodal sisteme yon veren tedrici bir
degisimden ge¢mislerdir.

12. yiizyildan itibaren Bosna bagimsiz bir iilke olmustur. Bosna'daki Islavlar dini bakimdan birlik
icinde degillerdi. Hiristiyanliktan ¢ikan dini hurafelere dayanan Bosna veya Bogumil Kilisesi
niifuzlu durumdaydi. Ayrica Bosna'nin orta bélgesinde Katolik Kilisesi'ne mensup oldukga genis
bir topluluk ve Bosna'nin dogu sinirinda kiigiik bir Ortodoks gurup vardi.

15. ylizyilin ortasindan 19. yiizyilin sonuna kadar Bosna-Hersek Osmanli Devleti'nin bir pargast
olmustur. Imparatorlugun diger bolgeleriyle pek ¢ok ortak 6zellikleri olmasina ragmen, bu
topraklarda hiikiim siiren dini ve kiiltiirel ¢ogulculuk, hosgérii, vatanperverlik ve Istanbul'da
bulunan padisahin sarayindaki niifuzu onu digerlerinden ayiriyordu.

Ekonomik, sosyal ve idarf iliskiler kiigiik farkliliklarla Devlette oldugu gibi tanimlanmust1.

15. ve 19. yiizyillar arasinda evin gelismesi

Bosna'daki sehir dokusu, Islam-Osmanli varligimin mevcut oldugu uzun yiizyillar boyunca gelisti.
Bu dokuda ticari ve yerlesim bolgeleri tamamen ayrilmisti. ceehrin en hayati unsurlarindan biri
olan garsi, genellikle ana yolun onemli bir kavsaginda, bir istihkAmin veya nehir gecisinin
yakininda bulunuyordu.

Cars, her tiirlti elsanatkari ve tiiccarin toplandigi bir yerdi. Carsida genellikle merkezi bir meydan
(veya birgok kiigiik meydanlar) bulunurdu. Bunlarin ¢evresinde herbiri belirli bir sanatin icrasina
tahsis edilen kii¢iik sokaklar vardi. Bugiin hal4 bazi Avrupa iilkelerinde goriildiigii gibi, esnaf
teskilatlanmis durumdaydi. Carsida Miisliimanlarla birlikte yasayan ve calisan Hiristiyanlar ve
Yahudiler onlarinkine ¢ok benzeyen bir hayat tarzina sahiplerdi.

Carginin disinda ve genellikle gevresinde yer alan mahalleler ¢arsiya dar caddelerin olusturdugu
bir ag ile baglanmisti.



Mabhallelerde ilk safthada sehir aginin kamu karakteri tagiyan bir kismini gérityoruz: Sadece bir
mahallenin giinliik ihtiyaglari i¢in ayrilan bu kamu alani, bu bélgeye yaklasan yol ve yerlesim
kompleksinin arasindadir. Ikinci safha yerlesim kompleksinin kapisinda baglar. Duvarlarla
cevrelenen alanda devam eden faaliyet, dnce yari 6zel bir birim olan ve tampon bolge gorevi
goren selamlikta ve nihayet Islam toplumunun temel bir unsuru olan haremlikte sona erer. Arada
yer alan biitlin kapilar kapatildigi zaman sehri i¢ ice yerlesmis kutulara benzetebiliriz. Kuigiik
kutular biiytiklerin iginde yer almakta ve hepsi sosyal birimlerin biitiinliigiinii korumakta, ayni
zamanda Osmanli sehrinin bir biitiin olarak yogun yapisini muhafaza etmektedir.

Osmanli Devleti'nin her bdlgesinde bulunan geleneksel yerlesme alanlari olan mahallelerde
kendi camileri (kilise veya sinagoglar), diikkanlar, okullar ve giinliikk hayatta ihtiyag duyulan
diger unsurlar mevcuttu. Her mahallede goriilen topluluk ruhu ve karsilikli yardimlagma sistemi,
mahallenin kimligini olusturuyor ve yiiksek derecede bir sosyal biitiinliik sagliyordu. Bu durum
ozellikle Bosna-Hersek'teki sehirler igin s6z konusuydu.

Her mahallede zenginler ve fakirler bulunuyordu. Bazilarinda zenginler fakirlerden g¢oktu;
digerlerinde ise bunun aksi bir durum goériilebiliyordu. Fakat bugiinkii gecekondulara benzer
yerlesimler mevcut degildi. Fakir mahalle sakinleri daima zengin komgsu aileler tarafindan
korundugu i¢in asir1 sosyal farkliliklar biiyiik 6l¢tide giderilmis oluyordu.

Vurgulamamiz gereken bir diger 6nemli husus da mahalle teskilatinda dini ve etnik bir
boliinmenin olmamasidir.

Miisliman Bosnak toplulugunun temel sosyal birimi aileydi. Bir sehir yerlesiminin yapisinda
bulunan temel unsur, ailenin yasadig1 evdi. Kendi kendine yeterli birimler olan evler, dig
diinyadan bir avlu ve ozellikle caddeye bakan kisimda yer alan duvarla gevrili bir bahge ile
ayriliyordu.

Bosna evi, ti¢ kisimdan olusan bir yerlesim kompleksiydi: Birincisi evin kendisi, ikincisi, avlu ile
burada bulunan mutfak, sundurma, tuvalet, ahir, kiler, ¢gesme, kameriye, liglinciisti ise genellikle
bir ¢igek bahgesi ile i¢inde ¢ayir, bir kiigiik kuliibe ve muhtemelen akan su bulunan bir sebze ve
meyve bahgesinden olusuyordu.

Cesitli tipteki Osmanli evlerinin birlestirici 6zelligi, degisik goérevleri olan birimlerin temel
plantydi: Iki katta, degisik amaglarla kullanilabilecek iki veya daha fazla oda bulunuyordu. Bu
odalarda agir mobilyalar yoktu ve mevsimlik kullanim konusunda sinirlamalar mevcuttu. Evdeki
ortak alan olan hayat her iki kata da bir merdivenle baglaniyordu ve bir tarafi agikti. Odalar
avlunun etrafinda toplanmasti.

Genellikle evler kompozisyon, yapi ve hacim bakimindan ayni temel unsurlardan olusuyordu.
Farkliliklar ev sahiplerinin sosyal ve iktisadi seviyesini yansitiyor ve yerli ustalar, mahalli
malzeme ve ingaat teknolojisi tarafindan belirleniyordu.

Bu mimari, insanlarin her seviyede ahenkli bir iliski i¢inde olmasin1 gaye edinmisti. ik seviyede
esas olan birim, gerekli mahremiyeti saglayan odayd. ikincisi ev kompleksi, tigiinciisii ¢arst alan
ve nihayet dordiinciisii gesitli yonleri ve tanidig1 imkanlarla sehrin kendisiydi.



Evin ozellikleri

Osmanli doneminde Bosna-Hersek'te baslica ii¢ ev tipi bulunmaktaydi. Bosna'daki Osmanli
evlerini digerlerinden ayiran en 6nemli 6zellik, kullanilan yap1 malzemeleriydi.

Daha uygun bir terim olmadigi igin oriental diyebilecegimiz tarzdaki evlerde algak, kare taban
iizerindeki piramit seklinde catilar kiremitle kaplidir. Uzeri agik veranda ev kompleksinin iginde
bulunan bir bahg¢eye ve duvarlarla gevrili parke tashi bir avluya bakmaktadir. Bu tip evlere
Saraybosna ve Foga'da rastlanir. Bosna yerel mimarisinin en giizel ornekleri arasinda, ici
tamamen dekore edilmis olan ve 17. yiizyilda insa edilen Saraybosna'daki Svrzina evi, yine ayni
sehirdeki Cercelez ve Suburina evleri, Foga'daki Avdagica evi ve diger bir¢oklar1 sayilabilir.

Kuzey ve Orta Bosna'daki Miisliman evleri hem Islam hem de Alp daglarindaki iilkelerin
etkilerini tagirlar. Kaide olarak, bu ev kapali, saglam ve kiibik bir yapidadir. Yiksek cati
keresteden yapilmistir ve kiigiik tahtalar ile kaplidir. Evin hayat denilen, duvarlarla cevrili veya
acik avlusu yoktur. Bu tarz evlerin en iyi bilinen 6rnekleri Yaytze'deki Krslak evi, Tesany'daki
Eminbegica evi, Kralyeva Sutyeska'daki Dusparina evi ve Tzazin'deki Pozderatz evi'dir.

Hersek'te bulunan tipik bir Miisliiman evinin ayirici 6zelligi, 2-3 cm. kalinlikta genis kayagantas
ile kapli gatisidir. Diger Akdeniz ve Yakin Dogu iilkelerinde oldugu gibi bu bélge ikliminin
sagladigi avantajlar ev halkina avluda oturma ve yasama imkanimi tanimaktadir. Bu tarzin ilgi
cekici drnekleri Stolatz'da 6zellikle Begovina kompleksinde, Blagay'da (Kolakoviga evi, Valagica
evi ve tekkenin misafirhanesinde) Pogitely'de (Gavran-Kapetanoviga evi), Trebinye'de
(Resulbegoviga evi) ve Mostar'da (Bisgevica, Muslibegoviga, Kaytazova, Jmiro, Karabegova ve
Kapetanovina evleri) goriiliir.

Bolgenin iklimine uygun harika bir mimari 6rnegi olan Hersek'teki Osmanli evi, ayn1 zamanda
Osmanli-Islam toplumunun hosgoriilii ve agik karakterini yansitir: Daha 6nceki mimari
geleneklerin unsurlari ile mahalli ustalarin ¢aligmalarini birlestirir. Boylece ylizyillar boyu siiren
Osmanli idaresi sirasinda gelisen yaratici unsurlar daima yeni tesirlere agik olmustur.

Dogu ve Bati arasinda vuku bulan g¢atigmalara sahne olan Bosna-Hersek, belki de diinyadaki
biitiin bélgelerden daha uzun siire iki diinyanin barig i¢inde bir araya geldigi alan olmustur. Bu iki
diinyanin sanat gelenekleri benzersiz Usluplar ve sekiller olusturmak {izere bir senteze
ulagsmiglardir.

Bosna-Hersek'te kendine has bolgesel bir mimari tislubun meydana getirilmesinde rol oynayan en
6nemli unsurlar sunlardir:

. Hakim din olan Islam ve onunla ilgili adetler.

. Osmanl1 Imparatorlugu'nun biitiin topraklarinda sosyal ve iktisadi iligkilerin bir benzerlik
ve uyum i¢inde olmasi

. Tek tek bolgelerdeki sosyal sartlar ve uygulanan ekonomik diizen ile bu bolgelerin

mukayeseli olarak refah seviyeleri.
Belirli bir ekonomik diizenin gerektirdigi belirli bir sehir organizasyonu.
Tabii ¢evreyi koruma ve gelistirme egilimi.
. Evin zemininin standart plani.
. Islam mimarisiyle ilgili 6zel detaylar ve ev halkinin kullandig1 esyalar.
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° Belirli cografi sartlar: Kara iklimi veya Akdeniz ikliminin hiikiim siirmesi veya daha acik
bir ifadeyle yagis miktar1 ve cinsi, ¢ati cinsinin ve topografik sartlarin gelismesini etkiler.
Jeolojik dzellikler ve topragin cinsi ise yapt malzemelerinin segilmesini etkiler.

Esas olarak yerli ustalar ile yerli malzemeler ve yapi teknolojisinin kullanilmasi.

° Miisliimanlar ve Hiristiyanlarin ortak bir hayati paylagmasi.
. Osmanli dncesi ve Osmanli dsneminde Dubrovnik'ten gelen ustalarin yapi faaliyetleriyle
ugragmalari.

Bu sekilde olusan kendine has bolgesel ev mimarisi, tarihi abidevi yapilarin arasinda yerini
almigtir. Bu mimari eserler fiziki boyutlar bakimindan miitevazi olmakla beraber, tarihi yapilarin
Ozelliklerinden de etkilendikleri i¢in, halkin kiiltiir tarihi i¢in 6nem tagimaktadir. Bu eserleri
olusturan siireg, gesitli kiiltiirel tesirlerin daimi bir akig1 gibi disiiniilebilir. Boylece, tek bir
nehirle birlesen irmaklar gibi, ortaya ¢ikan sentez ona katkida bulunan unsurlarin toplamindan
¢ok daha fazla bir min4 tasiyordu. Bu birlesme diinya sanat mirasina yeni bir katki oldugu gibi,
degisik tarih ve geleneklere sahip insanlar arasindaki kiiltiir aligverisini de ifade etmektedir.

Biiyiik Doniim Noktast

1878'de Avusturya-Macaristan ordusunun Bosna-Hersek'i istila etmesinden sonra iktisadi ve
sosyal faaliyetlerde bir degisiklik meydana gelmistir.

O tarihten sonra yeni kapitalist iligkilerin ortaya ¢ikisinin neticeleri goriilmeye basladi ve bu iki
zit medeniyetin yiiz yiize gelmesi bu iligkileri daha da kuvvetlendirdi. Yeni sosyal diizeni ortaya
¢ikaran unsur, siyasi ve dini diigmanlik degil, biitiiniiyle bir diinya goriistiydii. Bosna halki i¢in bu
goriisiin kaynag: 'din'di. Bosna'daki sehirler sanayi 6ncesi toplumundan sanayi toplumuna gegis
déneminin degisikliklerini yastyordu.

I[slam dininin bir hayat sistemini ve onun degerlerini tanimlayan o déneme bakis agisi, sosyal
diizenin bu prensiplerini kabul etmekte zorluk ¢ekiyordu. Kiigiik bir ayrintidan sunu 6greniyoruz:
Isgalden 6nce kiralik ev fikri Saraybosna halki i¢in yabanci bir kavramdi; en fakir halk bile kendi
evlerinde yasiyordu. Bu durum, sehrin gelecekteki gelismesinin alacagi yonu belirleyecek
degisikliklerin ol¢iisiinii gostermektedir. Ozellikle Saraybosna ve Mostar gibi sehir merkezlerinde
Osmanli tarzi gevrenin imaj1 degismistir.

Boylece yeni kapitalist ruh hakim olmus ve degisik Ozellikler tasiyan ¢ok sayida yap: insa
edilmistir. ceehrin etrafindaki tepelerde bir dizi istihkdm insa edilmis ve bunlar sehre yeni
yollarla baglanmistir.

Askeri karargahlar, yeni kopriiler, demiryolu ve yeni yollar, yeni ve modern bir su sebekesi,
modern kanalizasyon sistemi, elektrik enerjisi agi, caddelerin isiklandirilmasi, itfaiye teskilat1 ve
yeni bir elektrik santrali giindeme gelmistir.

Bunlarin yani sira sehrin yeniden idari organizasyonu, bina kanunu, kadastro ve tapu dairelerinin
rolii 6nem kazanmistir.

16. yiizyilin ilk yarisinda goriildiigii gibi, daha fazla sermayenin biriktirilmesi sehrin daha hizl
biiytimesini saglamistir.

Ev insa edilecek mekana duyulan talebin artmasiyla kiralik ev seklinde yeni bir mesken tarzi ve
toprak ve bina konusunda gayrimenkul spekiilasyonu seklinde yeni bir meslek ortaya ¢ikmugtir.
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Her iki faaliyetin de hayat standartlar1 ve sehir mek&ninin kullaniminda biiyiik bir etkisi olmustur.
Ev

konusunun boylece degisen karakteri, gayrimenkul sahipleri adi altinda yeni bir sinifin ortaya
¢ikmasina sebep olmustur. Bu sinifin mensuplart sadece yeni bir sosyal kategori olan emlakini
kiraya veren mal sahipleri degil, ayni zamanda en 6nemli sermayedarlar ve yatirimcilardir.

Feodal sehir manzarasinda mimari hiyerarsinin kurdugu mantiki ve biitiinliik arzeden yap1 i¢inde
kolaylikla anlasilan bir i¢ iligkiler imaji vardi. Ancak sehir kavraminda bir biitiin olarak olusan
biiyiik degisikliklerle bu imaj hizla kayboldu.

Sehir alanmin parga parca planlanmasi neticesinde binalar, bahgelerin, mezarliklarin ve
yerlesmenin az oldugu mahallelerin igine sokulmustur. Yeni yapilan binalarla sehir dokusunun
yogunluk kazanmasi sonucunda Osmanli gehri kavramina yabanci bir alan olan dar sehir
sokaklart ortaya ¢ikmigtir.

Toprak degerinin artmasiyla birlikte, biiyiik bir alana yayilmis olarak insa edilen Osmanli evi pek
az kimsenin sahip olabilecegi bir liiks hiline gelmistir.Bdylece insanlar artik ¢evre sartlarina
uyum saglama, yeterli giin 15181, havalandirma imkéanlar1 ve mekéanda cesitlilige sahip olmayan
binalarda yasamak zorunda kalmiglardir.

Kiralik evler, mevcut caddelerin imkan tanidig: 6lgiide kiiglik mekénlarda yogun bir sekilde insa
edilmistir.

Hemen hemen biitiin yeni binalarda yeni bir fonksiyonel kavram ortaya ¢ikti. Buna gore, tipik
olarak bir binada her katin plan1 ayniydi: Koridor alanlarinin higbir énemli fonksiyonu yoktu.
Genel olarak daha onceki birka¢ yiizyila kiyasla bu durum hijyenle ilgili yeni bir anlayist
yansitiyordu.

Hayat denilen avlunun yerini, komsu odalara kapilarla agilan salon almigtir.

Daha yiiksek mekanlarda yeni tip pencereler ve mobilyalarin kullanilmasiyla goériig seviyesi
yiikselmigtir. Tabiatla fiziki temas kalmayinca géziin temasi da azalmistir.

Evin etrafindaki yiiksek duvarin yerini demir parmaklikli algak tas duvar almigtir. Parmakligin
tasariminda son mimari tislubun unsurlari kullanilmigtir.

Duvarlarin ingasi ve boyutlari, tavanin ingasi, merdiven ve cati hep yeni tarza gore insa edilmisti.
Ayni durum kapilar ve pencereler igin de gegerliydi. Yeni tarz bir ocak ve sémine insa edilmistir.
Ayni zamanda binanin biitiin nispetleri degistirilmistir. Binanin caddeye bakan ana cephesi ile
diger cephesi bulunuyordu. Binanin hacmi, 151k ve golgelerin dhengi veya yesil bitkilerle stislii
duvarin olusturdugu ahengin yerini, mimarin yeni Avrupalilasmis miisteriler i¢cin katalogundan
sectigi modaya uygun "kutu'"lar almistir.

Daha biiyiik alanlar iizerinde bulunan kamu binalart ve villalarin bir park veya bahgesi

bulunuyordu. Binalarin diger biitiin fonksiyonel, yapiya ait ve teknolojik 6zellikleri ayni veya
benzer sekilde kalmistir.
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Giiniimiiziin Geleneksel Evi

Bugiin biitiin diinyada sehir planlarim belirleyen unsur araba olmus, yayalar ikinci sinif vatandag
haline gelmislerdir. Araba déneminin bundan 50-60 yil onceki ilk safhasinda sehir alani
altyapistyla birlikte biiytimiis, topragin kullanimiyla ilgili masraflar cok fazla artmis ve eski kent
6liime mahk(m edilmistir.

Ayni sartlar eski Yugoslavya ve Bosna igin de gegerliydi. Sadece burada yeni planlama ve
mimari hareketleri 5-10 yillik bir gecikme ile ortaya ¢ikmusti.

Banliydlerin fonksiyonu, eskiden oldugu gibi bundan sonra da daima gece yatilacak yerlesim
alanlar1 olmalaridir.

Gegmiste komsulugun sagladigi emniyet hissini tekrar tesis edebilmek i¢in bulunan son ¢dziim,
sehirlerde siteler seklinde yeni binalarin ingasidir.

Zamanla artan insa faaliyetiyle mekanin, insanlarm ihtiyaglarina rahatga cevap vermesi artik
miimkiin olmamaktadir. Fakat modern sehirlesme, insanin yiizyillar boyunca belirlenen
ihtiyaglarin1 karsilayacak bir alternatif bulamadigi igin, tarihi alanlarin korunmasi ve sehir
dokusunun ana unsuru olan geleneksel ev yeniden giindeme gelmistir.

Nihayet, zaten basglamis olan bir siireg iginde yeniden gelisme, rehabilitasyon, yeniden
canlandirma ve yeniden insa banliylesmenin yerini alacaktir.

Banliyolerde yatirim yapan insanlar, hayatin ger¢ek mandsinin buralarda degil eski sehir
merkezlerinin kalbinde oldugunu anladiklari zaman, gelecek donemde yiizyillara dayanan bir
gelenegi olan sehirlerde rehabilitasyon siirecinin baglamasin bekleyebiliriz.

Gegtigimiz son birkag yil Bosna-Hersek i¢in bir katliam, etnik temizlik ve yikim dénemi
olmustur. Kendi "biiyiik milletleri"ne yasama alani1 bulmak igin, ikinci smif olarak niteledikleri
Miisliman Bosnaklara soykirim uygulayan ve Biiyik Yalana dayanarak faaliyetlerini
gerceklestiren psikopat liderler 200,000'den fazla masum insani katletmis, yarim milyondan
fazlasinin yaralanmasina ve bir milyondan fazlasinin gé¢men durumuna diismesine sebep
olmuslardir.

Bu yikimi gergeklestirenler yaptiklari islerden zevk almakta ve kendileriyle gurur duymaktadirlar.
Kentlerden nefret eden ve kentleri tahrip edenler hayatimizi huzursuz héle getiriyorlar.
Medeniyetlerin dogus ve batigina sebep olan giiglerden birisi, her millet ve her kiiltiirde goriilen,
sehri sevenlerle sehirden nefret edenler arasindaki savastir. ceehri yikanlar igin sehre ait her sey
itibar, vakar, ince diisiince ve davramslar, diigiinceler ve kelimeler, kelimeler ve duygular,
duygular ve hareketlerin birligiyle es anlamlidir ve tamamen yok edilmesi gerekir.

Bu kisiler fikirlerini yanls yonlendirilmis bir milll ruha ve tirkiitiicii  prensiplere
dayandirmaktadirlar ve amaglar1 kendilerinden 6nce var olan her seyi yok etmektir.

Gegen dort yil iginde yikilan sehirler ve yerlesimler arasinda en korkung kaderi paylaganlar
Mostar ve Saraybosna olmustur. Bosna-Hersek'teki meskenlerin %60'dan fazlasi yikilmustir.

Dayton Baris Antlasmasi Bosna-Hersek'te barist bir Slglide saglamustir. Antlagsmanin baslica
maddelerinden biri, miiltecilerin ve yerlerini terk etmeye mecbur edilen insanlarin tekrar evlerine
dénmelerini saglamaktir. Bunu gergeklestirmenin temel sart1 ise, yikilan evlerin yeniden ingasidur.
Daha yeniden insa siireci baslamadan hatiralarin canli tutulmasinin gerektigi unutulmamali. 1992
Agustos'unda katliam ve yikimin yarattigi sok ortaminda, ates hattindaki savas ve kusatma
altindaki yerlesim bolgelerinde siiren hayatta kalma miicadelesi gergevesinde Bosna'nin yeniden
ingasi siireci giindeme gelmistir.
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Boylece IRCICA'nin, kiiltiir alanindaki ates hatti olarak nitelendirebilecegimiz, MOSTAR 2004
projesi baslatilmistir. Projenin amaci, Bosna-Hersek Cumhuriyeti'ne kiiltiir mirasinin korunmast
ve yeniden ingasi konularinda yardimci olmaktir.

Bu ¢ok kapsamli projenin 6nemli bir parcasi da geleneksel evlerin ve mahalle yapilarinin yeniden
ingas1 ve rehabilitasyonudur.

Bu proje ayn1 zamanda geleneksel evlerin mimarisine temel teskil eden degerlerin, modern
evlerin yapisi ile biitiinlestirilmesine imkan saglayacaktir.

Mostar'daki Eski Koprii (Stari Most)'niin 9 Kasim 1993'te yikilmasi diinya kamuoyunun dikkatini
bu noktaya ¢ekmis, nihayet Bosna'ya kars1 islenen sug kabul edilmistir.

Eski Koprii'niin yeniden insasi, Bosnaklarin birlik ve dayanisma ruhu i¢inde hareket etmelerini
saglayacaktir. Bin yillik Bosna tarihi boyunca yerlesen geleneksel degerlere dayanarak yeni bir
toplum kurmalar1 ve yeni evler inga etmeleri konusunda yardimeci olacaktir.
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Amir Pasic: Bosnian House,
Lecture, IRCICA, November 16, 1996

LIST OF SLIDES for AD Magazine

D N O oV o N

©

10.
1.
12.
13.

14.
15.
16.
17
18.
19.

POCITELY
SARAYBOSNA'DA TEPE UZERINDE BIR MAHALLE

CESME

MOSTAR'DA BISCEVICA SOKAGI

KAYTAZ EVI'NIN ETRAFINDAKI DUVAR

MOSTAR'DAKI BISGEVICA EVI'NIN UST KATTAKI AVLUSU

BUYUK ODA'NIN KAPISI (BISCEVIC)

BUYUK ODA'NIN I GORUNUSU (BISCEVIC)

BUYUK ODA'NIN DISTAN GORUNUSU (BISCEVIC)

SARAYBOSNA'DA EVLER

CAZIN'DE BIR EV

1919'DA MOSTAR (RESIM: A. PASIC)

GELENEKSEL EVLER VE AVUSTURYA-MACARISTAN DONEMINE AT MODERN
EVLER ARASINDA BIR KARSILASTIRMA (RESIM: A. PASIC)

BOSNA MIMARI USLUBUNDA INSA EDILMiS BIR EV

GELENEKSELI MODERNE DONUSTURME GAYRETI (1950)

1960-70’'LERE AIT BIR APARTMAN (SARAYBOSNA)

MOSTAR'DA 1990°LARA AIT BIR APARTMAN (Mimar: HASAN CEMALOVIC)
MOSTAR'DA 1992'DE YIKILAN BRANKOVAC MAHALLES]

YIKILAN MOSTAR SEHRI (RESIM: A. PASIC)

ONEMLI NOT: Metinde kullanilan dialarin islam Tarih, Sanat ve Kultur Arastirma Merkezi
(IRCICA) Arsivi'ne ait oldugu ve IRCICA’'nin izniyle yayinlandigi belirtiimelidir.
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