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IRCICA

TRADITIONAL ARCHITECTURE OF BOSHNIA HERCEGUVINA AND
SURHOUNDING AREAS

JUDITH BIMG - JJ.BHOUOKE HARRBINGTUORN

Since 1987, American architects Judith Bing and Brooke Harmmngton
have been studying the traditional architecture of former Yugoslavia.
They have created an extensive archive documenting wvermacular
woonden buildings - houses, farming structures, chapels. mosgues and
monastic buildings from rural and wrban sites mn ali of the former
Yugoslav republics and provinces. This exhibit compnises a selection
of thenr photographs and drawings of builldings which are located n

Bosnia & Hercegovina and surnrcundings republics.

This exhibit shows a diverse architectural culivre of wood
construction influenced by the combined ingredients of local
tradition. nich geoqraphic vanation. and the overlaid cultures of the
Slavic people and the Hapsburg and Uttoman empires which in past
centuries controlled the Balkan Pennsula. When this research
project was mmiated, the ethnic confhicts of the past three years had

niot erupled.

Judith Bmg 1z an Assistant Professor i the Depariment of
Architecture at Drexel University. Brooke Hamngton iz an Associate
Professor n the Architecture Program at Temple University and an
Adjunct Professor in the Evening Architecture Program at Drexel.
They prachtice together -as Bing Harmmngton Architects in Philadelphia
Thizs research project was mmihated when Mr. Hamngton received a
Fulbright Senior Fesearch Fellowship to study wooden architecture in
Yugoslavia. For a vear in 1987-88. they combined archival study in
Belgrade with field research throughout the Yugoslav republics. In
the summer of 1991 they returmnmed to visit areas stll accessible o
travelers, to meet with preservation architects and obtain drawings
and data on significant sites. Ms.Bing and Mr.Hamngton have
lectured on their research locally, and at international architectural

symposia in Canada and the United States.

P.O.Box. 24 Besif&tas, 80692 - Istanbul
Cable: Islam Yildizn - Telex 26484 isam tr - Telephone 160 59 88 - T§0 59 89 - Fax: 158 43 65
Address: Yildiz Sarayl, Seyir Koskil, Barbaros Bulvari, 80700 Besiktas, Istanbul, Turkey
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Traditional Architecture of Bosnia & Hercegovina and surrouiisiny aw2as
Photographs and Drawings by Juditl Bing and J. Brooke Harrington

- ol e b s Bt — . — il W .ﬂ‘ —_ w_w*

Introduction . Sl
Since 1987, American architects Judith Bing and Brooke Harrington have btfzen : f,m.-‘ymgjhe
iraditional architecture of former Yugoslavia. They have created an extensive archwe::c_::u'r:‘_:z-::mzr:h
vernacular wooden buildings - houses, farming structures, chapels, qmtwsques and monastic t?"ffmhfg,a =
from rural and urban sites in all of the former Yugoslav republics ang:l provinces. Tmi E};m%i't
comprises a selection of their photographs and drawings of buildings which are located in Dosnila &
Hercegovina and surroundings republics. | 5 S A
The exhibit shows a diverse architectural culture o{ xa.food construction 1'mhm?.,.-._.t._ by the
combined ingredients of Jocal tradition, rich gengl:aphlc variation, and the.overlatd. ;:]Sfxuffesqﬁ{ ihﬂ
Slavic people and the Hapsburg and Ottoman empires which in past 'cer:atunes controjiec mizas:.?r;
Peninsula. When this research project was initiated, the ethnic conflicts of the past three years hac
"22} erup;ﬁ- intention of this research on traditional architecture has been to explore the technigu

a8
and types of wood construction which have evolved in a m}xlti-cultur_al‘ context, to f?vea! re}f:f_'f:ns}?i?f‘
between construction, cultural beliefs and mores, and design expression. Wood is a rs?ati.na 5531_ y
adapted by local builders, either as a primary conslruction n}aterlal (as wuth‘lc;g-‘cabn} ftructut:;.;), ﬂ:\i
in conjunction with other materials (as with frame-'and-mftll systems). TLC‘ niques Jil:}" ?w:' e
landscape, according to availability of local materials, but the form and bpatllal (;'ré;{“lﬂad?lﬁ of
buildings combine with construction details to express sog:ml systems and cultura be;cﬁ i&i, as "w‘e.* pa:-_:
adaptation to local climate conditions. These compounding vanaples have generateldl;az URUEN Y
rich architectural climate. Former Yugoslavia's complex ethnic mix and history of t-,:}{*.tff‘n;’ﬂ 'cu.-.r_u.f.?:-
influences, combined with its diverse geography of wooded landscapes, offered an ideal seiting for
g Su';‘(llxlee S;chhituctural heritage of former Yugoslavia is deeply il’lﬂl‘lel‘lCGC! by this history «f
cultural diversity, and is further enriched by a mounfainous geographic setting that encourages
regional variation. Throughout the long history qf the conflicts and mfgratmns uf periple to t;re
Balkan peninsula, the mountain forests have provided safg haven and shelter, while the Danube

« River basin and its tributary rivers and valleys have served as highways.

Exhibit QOrganization . oy | 1

The exhibit photographs and drawings are presented 1n ‘broad ca?egimrzes whlch cro;.:_s fel mic
and political boundaries: urban buildings, rural bUildings‘m\d rchgl?uff buildings. As the Majors t};’ ar§
rural, this group has been divided peographically, grouping the buildings of plains and river valleys
separately from those of mountain regions.

Notes about Exnibit Authors ‘ L —
Judith Bing is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Architecture at Drexel University.
Brooke Harrington is an Associate Professor in the Architecture Program at Temple University and an
Adjunct Professor in the Evening Architecture Program at Drexel. 'Th§y praclice together as Bujug
Harrington Architects in Philadelphia. This research project was 1_1li.ttvz§ted when Mr Han:ingtam i o
~ received a Fulbright Senior Research Fellowship to '§hi'dy"wribd'ehiarch_ltectu re in Yugoslavia. For a
year_in 1987-1988, they combined archival study In Belgrad'e‘wlth flel_d researgh thraughogt t}}’e
Yugaslav republics. In the summer of 1991 they returned to visit arfe:as:s.till accessible to i_rravelﬂrs, to
meet with preservation architects and oblain drawings and da'ta on mg;nfmant sii':es. Ms. Bing andl I\/‘r
Harrington have lectured on“their research locally, and at international architectural sympcsia in
Canada and the United States. '
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