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IRCICA PUBLICATIONS 

The f o l l o w i n g IRCICA p u b l i c a t i o n s and documentary f i l m s can be ordered 
by l e t t e r addressed t o the Centre, f o r the a t t e n t i o n o f the "Book 
Sales Section": 

Catalogue of I s l a m i c Medical Manuscripts, 1985, 625 pp. (main p a r t i n 
Ar., preface i n Eng.), US$ 30.- plus package and postage. 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l D i r e c t o r y of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l I n s t i t u t i o n s , 1984, 350 pp. 
(Eng., preface i n Fr. and A r . ) , US$ 10.- plus package and postage. 

L'Enseisnement Arabo-Islamique au Senegal, Dr. Mamadou Ndiaye, 1985, 
260 pp. (Fr.,preface i n Eng., A r . ) , US$ 10.- plus package and postage. 

Video Cassettes 

F o l l o w i n g documentary f i l m s prepared by the Centre are now a v a i l a b l e 
on a s i n g l e cassette i n Arabic ( E n g l i s h t e x t enclosed w i t h the cas­
s e t t e ) . D i f f u s i o n system i s PAL. Cassette type t o be s p e c i f i e d (VHS/ 
BETAMAX). P r i c e : US$ 30.-. 

* " L i f e and Works of the Late C a l l i g r a p h e r Hamid Al-Amidi (Aytac) 
and C a l l i g r a p h i c A r t s " 

* " A r t s of I l l u m i n a t i o n and G i l d i n g " . 

Continued i n s i d e the rea r cover 
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E D I T O R I A L 

This issue of our Newsletter w i l l 
be i n your hands i n the New Year 
and at a time marked by an impor­
t a n t event, namely the F i f t h I s ­
lamic Summit Conference, t o be h e l d 
i n the State of Kuwait at the end 
of January 1987. The Summit Confe­
rence i s the highest a u t h o r i t y of 
the O r g a n isation of I s l a m i c Confe­
rence, d e c i d i n g upon i t s p o l i c i e s , 
drawing i t s l i n e s of a c t i o n and 
s u p e r v i s i n g and commenting upon the 
a c t i v i t i e s of i t s d i f f e r e n t organs 
and i n s t i t u t i o n s . The present b u l ­
l e t i n may be considered as a r e p o r t 
w e are honoured to submit to the 
Sovereigns and Heads of State and 
Government of I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s , 
about the a c t i v i t i e s of two OIC 
sub-organs which are committed to 
study, promote and introduce the 
I s l a m i c c u l t u r e as w e l l as a l l i t s 
s c i e n t i f i c and a r t i s t i c aspects, 
and t o preserve and upgrade the 
h e r i t a g e of I s l a m i c c i v i l i s a t i o n . 
These two OIC organs are the Re­
search Centre f o r I s l a m i c H i s t o r y , 
A r t and C u l t u r e (IRCICA) and the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r the 
P r e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l 
Heritage (ICPICH); the l a t t e r i s 
c h a i r e d by H.R.H.Prince F a i s a l b i n 
Fah'd b i n Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia 
and IRCICA acts as i t s S e c r e t a r i a t 
and Executive Organ. 

With the ten books i t published i n 
the f i e l d s of h i s t o r y of I s l a m i c 
sciences, Quranic s t u d i e s , i n f o r ­
mation and a r c h i v e s , and the f o u r 
new books p r e s e n t l y under press, 
IRCICA aims to c o n t r i b u t e t o the 
development of I s l a m i c s c h o l a r s h i p 
and t o study and emphasize Muslims' 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o World c u l t u r e and 
c i v i l i s a t i o n . I n the past twelve 
issues of the Newsletter, we t r i e d 
to give" i n f o r m a t i o n about every 
research p r o j e c t undertaken by the 

Centre. We hope t h a t new studies 
and a c t i v i t i e s t o be announced i n 
our f u t u r e issues w i l l c o n t r i b u t e 
t o the r e a l i s a t i o n of our objec­
t i v e s even more s u c c e s s f u l l y . 

As t o a c t i v i t i e s of the I s l a m i c 
Heritage Commission, I would l i k e 
t o p o i n t out the great i n t e r e s t and 
a p p r e c i a t i o n aroused by the King 
Fahd Awards Competition f o r Design 
and Research i n I s l a m i c A r c h i t e c ­
t u r e , i n which there were 270 par­
t i c i p a n t s from 40 Muslim and non-
Muslim c o u n t r i e s . The winners w i l l 
r e c e i v e t h e i r awards at a ceremony 
to be h e l d i n Saudi Arabia i n the 
coming year. I n view of the impor 
tance of t h i s c o m p e t i t i o n i n pro­
moting and developing I s l a m i c a r ­
c h i t e c t u r e , the Commission decided 
t o renew i t every three years. An­
other s uccessful achievement of 
t h i s Commission i s the I n t e r n a t i o ­
n a l C a l l i g r a p h y Competition, r e ­
s u l t s of which are announced i n the 
present issue of the Newsletter. 
352 a r t i s t s from 32 c o u n t r i e s par­
t i c i p a t e d i n t h i s c o m p e t i t i o n and 
the pleasure and a p p r e c i a t i o n i t 
aroused i n a r t i s t i c c i r c l e s w o r l d ­
wide l e d the Commission t o i n s t i ­
t u t i o n a l i s e i t as a t r i - a n n u a l 
event too. The S e c r e t a r i a t of the 
Commission i s pleased t o announce 
t h a t 62 c a l l i g r a p h i e s have been 
sel e c t e d from among the e n t r i e s , 
i n order t o be d i s p l a y e d i n I s l a m i c 
c o u n t r i e s which are desirous t o 
host such an e x h i b i t i o n . 

These a c t i v i t i e s and many others 
are covered i n the present issue 
and our hope i s t h a t i t would be 
found u s e f u l and i n t e r e s t i n g by i t s 
readers. 

Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu 
E d i t o r - i n - C h i e f 



FIFTH ISLAMIC SUMMIT 
TO MEET IN KUWAIT 

The F i f t h I s l a m i c Conference of 
Sovereigns and Heads of State and 
Government w i l l be inaugurated i n 
Kuwait, on 26 January 1987. 

The I s l a m i c Summit Conference i s 
the supreme decision-making body of 
the O r g a n i s a t i o n of the I s l a m i c 
Conference (OIC). The Summit meets 
once every t h r e e years to examine, 
co o r d i n a t e and decide upon the ac­
t i o n on issues bearing s p e c i a l im­
portance f o r the Muslim w o r l d . I t 
i s t h e r e f o r e the h i g h e s t a u t h o r i t y 
s u p e r v i s i n g the a c t i v i t i e s of the 
OIC. 

Four I s l a m i c Summit Conferences 
were held u n t i l now, on the f o l ­
l owing dates and venues: 

- F i r s t I s l a m i c Summit Conference: 
Rabat, Morocco, 22-25 September 
1969 

- Second I s l a m i c Summit Conference: 
Lahore, P a k i s t a n , 22-24 February 
1974 

- T h i r d I s l a m i c Summit Conference: 
Mecca and T a i f , Saudi Arabia, 25-
28 January 1981 

- Fourth I s l a m i c Summit Conference: 
Casablanca, Morocco, 16-19 Jan­
uary 1984. 

On the eve of the F i f t h I s l a m i c 
Summit Conference, i t would be 
u s e f u l t o r e c a l l the previous Sum­
m i t Conferences, each of which 

i n i t i a t e d d e c i s i v e steps i n the OIC 
a c t i o n on d i f f e r e n t scores and 
reached import a n t r e s o l u t i o n s i n 
f u r t h e r i n g and s t r e n g t h e n i n g I s ­
lamic c o o p e r a t i o n and s o l i d a r i t y . 
Such a review would also make i t 
p o s s i b l e t o f o l l o w , i n the work of 
t h i s h i g h e s t - l e v e l organ of the 
OIC, the g e n e r a l process through 
which a growing number of Muslim 
c o u n t r i e s endeavoured t o r e i n f o r c e 
t h e i r s o l i d a r i t y , which took shape 
i n a c t i v i t i e s of the OIC and i t s 
d i f f e r e n t bodies throughout the 
years. 

The F i r s t I s l a m i c Summit was the 
h i g h e s t - l e v e l forum of I s l a m i c 
c o u n t r i e s , where t h e i r Sovereigns 
and Heads of State and Government 
expressed and declared t h e i r w i l l 
and i n t e n t i o n t o come to g e t h e r i n 
order t o e s t a b l i s h , among them­
sel v e s , a close cooperation and a 
mutual assistance i n the economic, 
s c i e n t i f i c , c u l t u r a l and s p i r i t u a l 
f i e l d s , i n s p i r e d by the e t e r n a l 
p r i n c i p l e s of Islam. Although the 
o r i g i n a l idea behind the convoca-

Secretary General of OIC 
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t i o n o f the Summit was motivated 
by the s a c r i l e g e against Al-Aqsa 
mosque i n 1969, the conference has 
been a c r u c i a l p o i n t of departure 
not only f o r cooperation i n the 
p o l i t i c a l f i e l d but e q u a l l y , of 
j o i n t a c t i o n and s o l i d a r i t y i n 
every sphere of l i f e , aiming a t an 
o v e r a l l economic, s c i e n t i f i c , c u l ­
t u r a l and s o c i a l development of the 
Muslim Ummah. 

The "Rabat D e c l a r a t i o n " issued by 
the Sovereigns and Heads o f State 
and Government of 25 I s l a m i c coun­
t r i e s p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the confe­
rence ( r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the PLO 
were also present as observers, as 
w e l l as the Muslim community of 
I n d i a ) has been the very basis of 
the OIC i t s e l f . Foundations of the 
OIC's i n s t i t u t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e were 
thus l a i d down and i t s General 
S e c r e t a r i a t was e s t a b l i s h e d one 
year l a t e r by the F i r s t I s l a m i c 
Conference of Foreign A f f a i r s Mi­
n i s t e r s h e l d i n Jeddah, Saudi Ara­
b i a i n 1970. 

At the Second I s l a m i c Summit Con­
ference, the number of p a r t i c i p a t ­
ing I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s had increased 
t o 36, i n a d d i t i o n t o Pa l e s t i n e 
represented by the PLO. Concluding 
t h e i r meeting, the Sovereigns and 
Heads of State and Government of 
the 36 States issued the "Lahore 
D e c l a r a t i o n " i n which they empha­
sized t h e i r b e l i e f t h a t t h e i r com­
mon f a i t h c o n s t i t u t e s an i n d i s s o ­
l u b l e l i n k among t h e i r peoples, and 
t h e i r f i r m i n t e n t i o n t o preserve 
and promote s o l i d a r i t y among t h e i r 
c o u n t r i e s . They made s e v e r a l d e c i ­
sions on concrete steps t h a t were 

necessary i n order t o solve prob­
lems faced by the I s l a m i c Ummah, 
such as i l l i t e r a c y and epidemics 
and the various economic problems 
h i n d e r i n g i t s development. 

The work undertaken by the OIC i n 
accordance w i t h these d e c i s i o n s and 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l developments on 
the p o l i t i c a l , economic, c u l t u r a l 
and s o c i a l spheres were evaluated 
by the T h i r d I s l a m i c Summit Confe­
rence a t which the Sovereigns and 
Heads of State and Government o f 
38 I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s adopted the 
"Mecca D e c l a r a t i o n " s t r e s s i n g , on 
the eve of the 15th Century H i j r a , 
t h a t they considered t h e i r meeting 
as a memorable event i n the h i s t o r y 
of the Ummah, which would set i n 
motion the process of a t o t a l I s ­
lamic renaissance. They declared 
t h e i r d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o e l i m i n a t e 
poverty from which t h e i r peoples 
s u f f e r , t h e i r r e s o l v e i n a s p i r i t 
of I s l a m i c s o l i d a r i t y t o promote 
the development o f the l e a s t deve­
loped c o u n t r i e s among them and t o 
r a t i o n a l i s e t h e i r development po­
l i c i e s i n order t o ensure balanced 
progress i n both the m a t e r i a l and 
s p i r i t u a l domains. B e l i e v i n g the 
tenets of Islam which preach t h a t 
the search f o r knowledge i s an ob­
l i g a t i o n on a l l Muslims, they dec­
l a r e d t h e i r d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o spread 
education more w i d e l y and r e i n f o r c e 
e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s u n t i l 
ignorance and i l l i t e r a c y are era ­
d i c a t e d . The Mecca D e c l a r a t i o n also 
s t a t e d t h a t the OIC Member St a t e s , 
" b e l i e v i n g i n the need t o propagate 
the p r i n c i p l e s o f Is l a m and the 
spread of i t s c u l t u r e , g l o r y 
throughout the I s l a m i c s o c i e t i e s 



and i n the world as a whole and t o 
emphasize i t s r i c h h e r i t a g e , i t s 
s p i r i t u a l s t r e n g t h , moral values 
and laws conducive t o progress, 
j u s t i c e and p r o s p e r i t y " , were "de­
termined t o cooperate t o provide 
the human and m a t e r i a l means t o 
achieve these o b j e c t i v e s " and t h a t 
they "pledge to e x e r t f u r t h e r e f ­
f o r t s i n various c u l t u r a l f i e l d s 
t o achieve rapprochement i n the 
t h i n k i n g of Muslims and t o p u r i f y 
I s l a m i c thought of a l l t h a t may be 
a l i e n or d i v i s i v e " . 

The T h i r d I s l a m i c Summit has i n 
f a c t c o n s t i t u t e d a momentous event 
as a forum whereby numerous d e c i ­
sions were taken i n the d i f f e r e n t 
f i e l d s of a c t i v i t y of the OIC t o 
provide the necessary i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and draw the essen­
t i a l g u i d e l i n e s of f u t u r e OIC 
a c t i o n . 

Examples of improvements brought 
about by the T h i r d I s l a m i c Summit 
are the adoption of the "Plan o f 
A c t i o n t o Strengthen Economic Coo­
p e r a t i o n Among Member States " , a 
comprehensive document covering 
necessary OIC a c t i o n i n a l l econo­
mic f i e l d s , as w e l l as i n the areas 
of science and technology and 
t r a i n i n g of manpower. On the orga­
n i s a t i o n a l s i d e , the same Summit 
e s t a b l i s h e d the t h r e e OIC Standing 
Committees each c h a i r e d by the Head 
of a Member St a t e , t o supervise and 
c o o r d i n a t e a l l OIC a c t i v i t i e s i n 
t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e f i e l d s , namely the 
Standing Committees f o r "Informa­
t i o n and C u l t u r a l A f f a i r s " , f o r 
" S c i e n t i f i c and Technical Coopera­
t i o n " and "Commercial and Economic 
Cooperation". 

A c t i v i t i e s undertaken by d i f f e r e n t 
bodies and s u b s i d i a r y organs of the 
OIC i n the l i g h t of the h i s t o r i c 
Mecca D e c l a r a t i o n were reviewed by 

the Fourth I s l a m i c Summit Confe­
rence he l d i n Casablanca, Morocco, 
w i t h the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of Sove­
rei g n s and Heads of State and 
Government of 42 Member States i n ­
c l u d i n g P a l e s t i n e , and the presence 
of delegates from various i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s . The confe­
rence considered various p o l i t i c a l 
issues f a c i n g the I s l a m i c w o r l d ; 
i t heard the r e p o r t s of OIC com­
mi t t e e s and centres about a c t i v i ­
t i e s accomplished and f u t u r e prog­
rammes. I t decided t o give m a t e r i a l 
and moral support to the c u l t u r a l 
and s o c i a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s and i n s ­
t i t u t i o n s s u b s i d i a r y and a f f i l i a t e d 
t o the OIC, as w e l l as t o I s l a m i c 
u n i v e r s i t i e s and i n s t i t u t e s of 
Member States w i t h a view t o en­
a b l i n g them t o achieve t h e i r ob­
j e c t i v e s and i n order to propagate 
I s l a m i c c u l t u r e . Decisions of the 
Fourth I s l a m i c Summit concerning 
IRCICA and i t s a c t i v i t i e s were 
published i n Newsletter No. 5 
( A p r i l 1984). 

The F i f t h I s l a m i c Summit Conference 
to be opened on 26 January 1987 
w i l l have numerous issues on i t s 
agenda: p o l i t i c a l issues of the 
Muslim w o r l d , the s u b j e c t of human 
r i g h t s i n I s l a m , the economic c r i ­
s i s i n A f r i c a and problems of the 
Sahel r e g i o n , economic coop e r a t i o n , 
accomplishments made i n the f i e l d s 
of i n f o r m a t i o n , c u l t u r a l and s o c i a l 
m a t t e r s , i n c l u d i n g the work of the 
Standing Committees f o r I n f o r m a t i o n 
and C u l t u r a l A f f a i r s and f o r 
S c i e n t i f i c and Technical Coopera­
t i o n and the I s l a m i c S o l i d a r i t y 
Fund, as w e l l as various o t h e r o r ­
g a n i s a t i o n a l m a t t e r s . The F i f t h 
I s l a m i c Summit w i l l be preceded by 
a meeting of Senior O f f i c i a l s of 
Member States (21-22 January 1987) 
and a p r e p a r a t o r y Conference of 
Foreign A f f a i r s M i n i s t e r s (23-25 
January 1987). 



IRCICA NEWS 
EXHIBITIONS 

Rare Books i n IRCICA L i b r a r y 

Rare books In IRCICA library 
This e x h i b i t i o n was opened on the 
occasion of the 15th Congress of 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l B i b l i o p h i l e s As­
s o c i a t i o n organised under the aus­
pices of the French A n a t o l i a n Re­
search I n s t i t u t e i n I s t a n b u l . From 
26 t o 30 September 1986, v i s i t o r s 
could see, among o t h e r s , the second 
e d i t i o n of the f i r s t L a t i n t r a n s ­
l a t i o n of the Quran, p r i n t e d i n 
1550, Ludovico Maraccio's L a t i n 
t r a n s l a t i o n of the Quran p r i n t e d 
i n 1638, Richard Knolles' work 
"General H i s t o r y of Turks" p r i n t e d 
i n E n g l i s h i n 1638, Guer's work 
"Moeurs et Usages des Turcs, l e u r 
R e l i g i o n , l e u r Gouvernement C i v i l , 
M i l i t a i r e et P o l i t i q u e " p r i n t e d i n 
1747 and D'ohsson's "Tableau Gene­
r a l de 1'Empire Ottoman" p r i n t e d 
i n the 18th century, as w e l l as 
samples of M u t e f e r r i k a p r i n t s of 
the f i r s t T u r k i s h p r i n t i n g house. 

C a l l i g r a p h i c Masterpieces 
w i t h Pyrography 

I n the p e r i o d between 30 September 
- 12 October 1986, IRCICA displayed 
67 works by Mr. Semih Sergen, w e l l -

known T u r k i s h a c t o r , producer and 
head of the A r t i s t i c Education D i ­
v i s i o n of T u r k i s h State Theaters 
General D i r e c t o r a t e , and a r t i s t 
p r a c t i c i n g pyrography since more 
than 10 years. This was Semih Ser­
gen' s seventh personal e x h i b i t i o n , 
c o n s i s t i n g of famous I s l a m i c c a l -
l i g r a p h i e s pyrographed on various 
types of wood w i t h a s p e c i a l t e c h ­
nique . 

Mr.Semih Sergen with his works 
The A r t of Engraving w i t h 
P y r o g r a p h i c a l Technique 

Another e x h i b i t i o n i n the s e r i e s 
was h e l d from 14 t o 26 October 
1986; i t c o n s i s t e d of the works of 
Mr. Ayhan Cakin, which are the 
r e p r o d u c t i o n s of h i s t o r i c a l en­
gravings w i t h p y r o g r a p h i c a l t e c h ­
nique. The a r t i s t aims a t i n t r o ­
ducing the h i s t o r i c a l places and 
p r o p e r t i e s t o the young genera­
t i o n s . He also uses pyrography f o r 
landscape r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s and por­
t r a i t s . Around 25 o f h i s works were 
e x h i b i t e d . 

The A r t of Bookbinding 

From 11-23 November 1986, IRCICA 
he l d an e x h i b i t i o n o f samples o f 
c l a s s i c a l and modern bookbinding, 
which c o n s i s t e d of thf» works o f 



P r o f . Emin B a r i n and I s l a m Se­
cen. Samples o f m a t e r i a l s and 
equipment used i n t h i s branch o f 
c r a f t s m a n s h i p were a l s o d i s p l a y e d . 
I t i s n o t f r e q u e n t l y t h a t book­
b i n d i n g e x h i b i t i o n s a r e o r g a n i s e d ; 
t h e e v e n t a t t r a c t e d g r e a t i n t e r e s t . 
V i s i t o r s c o u l d admire 40 works 
among w h i c h were a cover p r e p a r e d 
i n 1942 and w h i c h won t h e f i r s t 
p r i z e a t Hamburg book c o v e r s e x h i ­
b i t i o n , as w e l l as t h e c o v e r f o r 
t h e 125 c o p i e s o f t h e H o l y Quran 
p r e p a r e d f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n t o g u e s t 
s t a t e s m e n a t t h e i n a u g u r a t i o n o f a 
mosque r e c e n t l y b u i l t i n Rome, 
I t a l y . 

Bookbindings exhibition 
P r o f . Emin B a r i n i s an a r t i s t o f 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l renown. He l e a r n e d 
t h e a r t o f b o o k b i n d i n g f i r s t f r o m 
c a l l i g r a p h e r s K a m i l A k d i k and Nec-
meddin Okyay and l a t e r , he s p e c i a ­
l i s e d i n a r t i s t i c b o o k b i n d i n g , book 
p r o d u c t i o n and p r i n t i n g i n Germany. 
R e t u r n i n g t o T u r k e y i n 1943, he 
c o n t i n u e d t o p r a c t i c e t h i s a r t and 
t a u g h t a t t h e F i n e A r t s Academy i n 
I s t a n b u l . He gave l e c t u r e s and h e l d 
e x h i b i t i o n s i n T u r k e y and abroad. 

As t o I s l a m Secen, he was t h e 
s t u d e n t o f P r o f . Emin B a r i n a t 
t h e c a l l i g r a p h y and h o o k b i n d i n g 
s t u d i o a t t h e F i n e A r t s Academy. 
He i s an i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y known ex­
p e r t i n t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f c l a s s i ­
c a l b i n d i n g s . I n 1968, P r o f . Emin 
B a r i n and I s l a m Secen were i n v i ­
t e d t o P o r t u g a l f o r t h e r e s t o r a t i o n 
o f t h e T u r k i s h - I s l a m i c books a t t h e 
G u l b e n k i a n Museum, w h i c h were des­
t r o y e d by t h e f l o o d . A t p r e s e n t , 

I s l a m Secen t e a c h e s a t t h e T r a ­
d i t i o n a l A r t s Department o f Mimar 
Sinan U n i v e r s i t y . 

Instruments used In bookbinding 
IRCICA's Stand a t A n t i q u e s F a i r 

IRCICA p a r t i c i p a t e d a t t h e Second 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l A n t i q u e s and A r t s 
F a i r h e l d a t S i l a h h a n e B u i l d i n g 
w i t h i n t h e Y i l d i z P alace complex 
on 22-30 November 1986. IRCICA's 
s t a n d a t t h e f a i r d i s p l a y e d some 
a r t i c l e s f r o m t h e e t h n o g r a p h i c 
c o l l e c t i o n d o n a t e d t o t h e C e n t r e 
by Mrs. Hikmet O g i i t , w h i c h cons­
t i t u t e s t h e n u c l e u s o f t h e C e n t r e ' s 
museum. Among t h e a r t i c l e s e x h i b i ­
t e d , t h e r e were o l d home a p p l i a n c e s 
and f u r n i t u r e , as w e l l as samples 
o f c a l l i g r a p h y and h a n d i c r a f t s . I n 
t h e same s t a n d , t h e C e n t r e a l s o 
p r e s e n t e d samples o f i t s c o l l e c t i o n 
o f h i s t o r i c a l p h o t o g r a p h s r e p r o d u ­
ced f r o m t h e Y i l d i z p h o t o g r a p h 
albums. 

IRCICA's stand at Antiquities Fair 



Decorative Plates E x h i b i t i o n SEMINARS 

Decorative p l a t e s w i t h I s l a m i c mo­
t i f s were di s p l a y e d at IRCICA ex­
h i b i t i o n h a l l from 9 t o 18 December 
1986. The p l a t e s are made by a r t i s t 
Mrs. Nazire Akcura, who explained 
her technique as f o l l o w s : she f i r s t 
a p p l i e s the p a t t e r n s on baked ce­
ramic p l a t e s products of Kiitah-
ya, Turkey and a f t e r c o l o u r i n g 
them p r o p e r l y , she coats them w i t h 
lacquer. 120 works of d i f f e r e n t 
dimensions were on d i s p l a y . Their 
p a t t e r n s and colours were g r e a t l y 
appreciated by the v i s i t o r s . 

"Re-cvclinR Used M a t e r i a l " 

An i n t e r e s t i n g e x h i b i t i o n was held 
i n IRCICA from 25 November to 5 
December 1986. The p o i n t of depar­
t u r e i n t h i s a c t i v i t y was the idea 
t h a t wastefulness i s p r o h i b i t e d i n 
Islam and t h a t one can t r e a t any 
used m a t e r i a l or a r t i c l e f o r f u r ­
t h e r use. The o b j e c t s and a r t i c l e s 
d i s p l a y e d at the e x h i b i t i o n were 
made by Mrs. Emine Ertem, a T u r k i s h 
lady who has been d e a l i n g w i t h the 
r e - c y c l i n g of used m a t e r i a l since 
many years. This was her t e n t h ex­
h i b i t i o n and c o n s i s t e d of k i l i m s 
( s m a l l c a r p e t s ) , bags, lampshades 
and various other accessories made 
out of used or discarded paper, 
c l o t h , water-spouts, pieces of 
s t r i n g and the l i k e . 

Commemoration of G i l d e r Late 
Muhsin Demironat (1907-1983) 

A s p e c i a l seminar was organised by 
IRCICA on 8 November 1986 t o com­
memorate well-known g i l d e r Mr. 
Muhsin Demironat, who passed away 
i n 1983. Experts of I s l a m i c a r t s 
t a l k e d about h i s works and h i s 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the development 
of the a r t of g i l d i n g . The seminar 
was open t o the p u b l i c and attended 
by a l a r g e audience. 

Mr. Muhsin Demironat was born i n 
1907. A f t e r g r a d u a t i n g from the 
Teachers* College i n I s t a n b u l , he 

A work by late Muhsin Demironat 
f o l l o w e d g i l d i n g courses a t Medre-
s e t u l H a t t a t i n and then completed 
hi s education at the O r i e n t a l 
G i l d i n g A r t s Department of the 
State Fine A r t s Academy i n I s t a n ­
b u l . He then taught the a r t s of 
g i l d i n g and l a c q u e r i n g i n the same 
Academy f o r f o u r t y years. Mr. De­
mironat l e f t innumerable works of 
high l e v e l of t e c h n i c a l and aes­
t h e t i c p e r f e c t i o n . I n some of them, 
he was i n s p i r e d by the 15th Century 
g i l d i n g s t y l e i n Herat and the 
16th Century Ottoman g i l d i n g a r t s . 

Seminar on C a l l i s r a p h e r - M u s i c i a n 
Mustafa I z z e t Efendi (1801-1876) 

Another seminar open t o the p u b l i c 
was h e l d on 6 November 1986, i n 
commemoration of Kazasker Mustafa 



I z z e t Efendi (Chief J u s t i c e of the 
Army i n the Ottoman P e r i o d ) , who 
was both a musician and a c a l l i -
grapher. A r t expert Mr. Ugur 
Derman l a r g e l y informed the au­
dience about Mustafa I z z e t Efendi*s 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the a r t of c a l l i ­
graphy and showed s l i d e s of h i s 
works. Then, musician Mr. Cinucen 
T a n r i k o r u r explained the impor­
tance of Mustafa I z z e t Efendi as a 
musician and played three pieces 
of music composed by him. Mustafa 
I z z e t Efendi's works can be seen 
today i n mosques and museums of 
I s t a n b u l ; they comprise 11 copies 
of the Quran, more than 200 H i l y a s , 
numerous Qit'as and various i n s ­
c r i p t i o n s on w a l l s . 

C O N F E R E N C E S / M E E T I N G S 

P a r t i c i p a t i o n a t Tenth 
T u r k i s h Congress of H i s t o r y 

W i t h i n the framework of i t s d i f f e ­
r e n t research p r o j e c t s , IRCICA 
p a r t i c i p a t e s a t s c h o l a r l y meetings 
i n order t o present the by-products 
of these p r o j e c t s and b e n e f i t from 
exchanges of views and i n f o r m a t i o n 
w i t h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of other r e ­
search i n s t i t u t i o n s . One recent 
meeting IRCICA attended was the 
Tenth T u r k i s h Congress of H i s t o r y 
held i n Ankara on 22-26 September 
1986. The paper presented by the 
Centre, t i t l e d "Establishment and 
A c t i v i t i e s of the Ottoman S c i e n t i ­
f i c S o c i e t y " was a by-product of 
i t s I s l a m i c h i s t o r y and h i s t o r y o f 
science p r o j e c t s . The paper ana­
lyses the c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f the Ot­
toman S c i e n t i f i c Society founded 
i n 1862 t o the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f mo­
dern p o s i t i v e and mathematical 
sciences from the West t o the I s ­
lamic w o r l d and concludes t h a t t h i s 
s o c i e t y , l i k e the other learned 
s o c i e t i e s e s t a b l i s h e d i n the same 

p e r i o d , d i d not succeed i n t r a n s ­
f e r r i n g science i n the r e a l sense 
of the term but t h a t they merely 
presented t r a n s l a t i o n s of s c i e n t i ­
f i c m a t e r i a l w r i t t e n i n the West 
i n a s i m p l i f i e d and e a s i l y under­
standable form. 

F r u i t f u l Contacts d u r i n g Islam 
Conference i n Baku, U.S.S.R. 

IRCICA was respresented by i t s 
D i r e c t o r General a t the Islam Con­
ference organised i n Baku on 1-3 
October 1986 by the o f f i c i a l Muslim 
Organisations of U.S.S.R. (see 
Newsletter No. 12, August 1986, p. 
36) . The v i s i t was u s e f u l i n many 
re s p e c t s ; contacts were e s t a b l i s h e d 
w i t h scholars and researchers and 
e s p e c i a l l y w i t h the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
of the I n s t i t u t e o f O r i e n t a l Stu­
dies a f f i l i a t e d t o the Academy of 
Sciences i n Moscow. Through these 
contacts of i t s D i r e c t o r General, 
IRCICA learned about the a c t i v i t i e s 
of t he s a i d i n s t i t u t e and s i m i l a r 
i n s t i t u t i o n s i n Baku and Leningrad. 
The i n s t i t u t e undertakes researches 
on the h i s t o r y , the economy, the 
c u l t u r e and the language and l i t e ­
r a t u r e o f c o u n t r i e s i n Asia, North 
A f r i c a and A u s t r a l i a and Oceania 
(Black A f r i c a i s d e a l t w i t h by an­
oth e r i n s t i t u t e , the I n s t i t u t e o f 
A f r i c a n S t u d i e s ) . 

The I n s t i t u t e o f O r i e n t a l Studies 
i n Moscow i s also concerned w i t h 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c u l t u r a l organisa­
t i o n s and i t i s i n t e r e s t e d i n coo­
p e r a t i n g w i t h IRCICA f o r the ex­
change of p u b l i c a t i o n s between the 
l i b r a r i e s of the two i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

"Importance of C u l t u r a l Factors 
i n Economic Cooperation" 

IRCICA D i r e c t o r General was i n v i t e d 
t o e l a b o r a t e upon the "importance 



of c u l t u r a l and s o c i a l f a c t o r s i n 
economic cooperation", a t the 
Meeting o f the Turkish-Arab J o i n t 
Chamber of Commerce hel d on 25 
September 1986 i n I s t a n b u l . The 
paper he presented emphasized the 
f a c t t h a t common l i v i n g h a b i t s , 
t r a d i t i o n s and c u l t u r a l and a r t i s ­
t i c c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f Muslim 
c o u n t r i e s lead t o s i m i l a r needs, 
even a t the most basic l e v e l s , s i ­
m i l a r t a s t e s and preferences, and 
t h a t , consequently, the ensuing 
consumer demand p a t t e r n s are s i m i ­
l a r . Coupled w i t h complementarities 
e x i s t i n g between t h e i r economies, 
t h i s s i m i l a r i t y would provide a 
ground f o r increased economic and 
commercial cooperation among them. 
The paper also u n d e r l i n e d t h a t the 
existence of common c u l t u r a l and 
s o c i a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i n Muslim 
c o u n t r i e s c o n s t i t u t e s a strong 
f a c t o r o f rapprochement among them 
i n every area and p o i n t e d out t h a t 
t h i s has also been one of the 
foundatio n stones of the QIC. 

Meeting of the World A s s o c i a t i o n 
of Muslim Scholars Hosted by IRCICA 

The Second General Assembly and 
Expert Group Meeting o f the World 
A s s o c i a t i o n o f Muslim Scholars 
(WAMS) was held i n IRCICA's confe­
rence h a l l on l s t - 3 r d November 
1986. 33 delegates from d i f f e r e n t 
I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s p a r t i c i p a t e d a t 
the meeting t o discuss the theme 
of "Development, Health and Popu­
l a t i o n " . I n h i s welcome address t o 
the meeting, IRCICA D i r e c t o r Gene­
r a l emphasized the importance o f 
cooperation and exchange of views 
and experiences among schdlars and 
s c i e n t i s t s o f Muslim c o u n t r i e s on 
developmental issues. H.E. Mr. Ka-
zim Oksay, M i n i s t e r o f State of 
Turkey s a i d , i n h i s opening speech, 

t h a t problems of development r e l a ­
t e d t o h e a l t h and p o p u l a t i o n are 
serious and m u l t i d i m e n s i o n a l and 
t h e r e f o r e , they n e c e s s i t a t e c l o s e r 
r e l a t i o n s among Muslim scholars and 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . H.E.Dr. Munawir 
S j a d z a l i , M i n i s t e r of Re l i g i o u s 
A f f a i r s o f Indonesia and Chairman 
of WAMS also addressed the meeting 
t o u n d e r l i n e the importance o f the 
a c c e l e r a t i o n o f development, the 
promotion o f h e a l t h services and 
the p r e v e n t i o n o f high r a t e s of 
po p u l a t i o n growth as issues which 
n e c e s s i t a t e urgent a c t i o n i n the 
Muslim c o u n t r i e s . 

During working sessions, papers 
were presented about family-based 
community development, f a m i l y 
p l a n n i n g , f a m i l y laws i n Islam, 
country experiences i n f a m i l y pro­
grams, and a WAMS Perspective Plan 
on these issues. The headquarters 
of WAMS are i n Indonesia. 

IRCICA introduced a t Middle East 
Studies A s s o c i a t i o n Meeting, Boston 

The Twentieth Annual Meeting of the 
Middle East Studies A s s o c i a t i o n 
(MESA) of North America was held 
on 20-23 November 1986 i n Boston, 
Massachussets. This meeting was 
marked by the 20th Anniversary of 
MESA, which was founded i n 1966 
w i t h the aim of promoting high 
standards o f sc h o l a r s h i p and i n s ­
t r u c t i o n i n Middle East s t u d i e s , 
f a c i l i t a t i n g communication among 
scholars through meetings and pub­
l i c a t i o n s and f o s t e r i n g cooperation 
among persons and o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
concerned w i t h the s c h o l a r l y study 
of the Middle East since the advent 
"of I s l a m . As many as. 1800 scholars 
and researchers i n "Middle East 
s t u d i e s and r e l a t e d f i e l d s , as .well 



I 

as a d m i n i s t r a t o r s of i n s t i t u t i o n s 
and p u b l i s h e r s attended the meet­
i n g , which comprised several panels 
on a v a r i e t y of s u b j e c t s , book ex­
h i b i t s , a r t and photograph e x h i ­
b i t s , meetings o f a f f i l i a t e d orga­
n i s a t i o n s e t c . Paper presentations 
were grouped i n 127 panels i n 
t o t a l . 

IRCICA D i r e c t o r General had been 
i n v i t e d t o the meeting as guest of 
honour. I n h i s paper p r e s e n t a t i o n , 
Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu 
in t r o d u c e d IRCICA as a government-
l e v e l s c h o l a r l y i n s t i t u t i o n estab­
l i s h e d by I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s w i t h i n 
the framework of the OIC. He gave 
i n f o r m a t i o n about i t s research 
p r o j e c t s , p u b l i c a t i o n s and various 
aspects of i t s a c t i v i t i e s and ans­
wered the questions asked by the 
audience d u r i n g di s c u s s i o n s . Scho­
l a r s , and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of cen­
t r e s and i n s t i t u t i o n s p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
at the meeting pointed out t h a t 
they were f o l l o w i n g IRCICA's a c t i ­
v i t i e s c l o s e l y and some expressed 
t h e i r w i l l t o seek p o s s i b i l i t i e s 
of cooperation between t h e i r i n s ­
t i t u t i o n s and IRCICA. IRCICA's 
books were e x h i b i t e d d u r i n g the 
meeting. 

On the occasion of t h i s v i s i t t o 
the Un i t e d States, IRCICA D i r e c t o r 
General also introduced the Centre 
and i t s a c t i v i t i e s a t the f o l l o w i n g 
meetings and i n s t i t u t i o n s : meeting 
of MESA Executive C o u n c i l , meeting 
of D i r e c t o r s of Middle East studies 
centres i n U.S. u n i v e r s i t i e s , and 
the F l e t c h e r School of Law and 
Diplomacy a f f i l i a t e d t o T u f t s U n i -

. v e r s i t y . 

RESEARCH PROJECT 

Manuscript Quran T r a n s l a t i o n s 

Work r e l a t e d t o the p r e p a r a t i o n of 
a b i b l i o g r a p h y of manuscript Quran 
t r a n s l a t i o n s i s progressing. A l l 
kinds of references i n c l u d i n g the 
catalogues of l i b r a r i e s are being 
searched and scanned by IRCICA's 
ex p e r t s . To be able t o c o l l e c t as 
much i n f o r m a t i o n as p o s s i b l e on the 
s u b j e c t , an " i n f o r m a t i o n c o l l e c t i o n 
form" i s being c i r c u l a t e d i n d i f ­
f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s and contacts are 
being e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h a l l i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s and p e r s o n a l i t i e s who might 
a s s i s t i n the execution of the 
p r o j e c t . U n t i l now, b i b l i o g r a p h i c 
i n f o r m a t i o n cards, about 1500 
manuscript t r a n s l a t i o n s i n Tu r k i s h 
and Persian, have been f i l l e d and 
f i l e d . These cards are being c l a s ­
s i f i e d s y s t e m a t i c a l l y . 

The success of IRCICA's e f f o r t s 
w i l l depend on the i n t e r e s t and 
assistance of experts and r e ­
searchers d e a l i n g w i t h s i m i l a r 
subjects and l i b r a r i e s having c o l ­
l e c t i o n s of manuscripts. 

IRCICA i s k i n d l y r e q u e s t i n g the 
assistance of a u t h o r i t i e s , i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s and p e r s o n a l i t i e s who pos­
sess or may o b t a i n such b i b l i o g r a ­
p h i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n , i n sending the 
i n f o r m a t i o n e i t h e r by f i l l i n g the 
form sent togeth e r w i t h t h i s issue 
or d i r e c t l y w i t h a l e t t e r . Such 
assistance w i l l be very much ap­
p r e c i a t e d and IRCICA i s sure t h a t , 
as b e f o r e , the researchers, ex­
p e r t s , i n s t i t u t i o n s and l i b r a r i e s 
w i l l c o n t r i b u t e t o the success of 
i t s work w i t h t h e i r v a l u a b l e help. 



OIC ACTIVITIES 

T h i r d Meeting of the QIC Committee 
on S c i e n t i f i c and Technical 
Cooperation. Islamabad 

The Standing Committee on S c i e n t i ­
f i c and Technical Cooperation 
(COMSTECH) met f o r the t h i r d time 
i n Islamabad, on 19-22 November 
1986, under the chairmanship of H. 
E. Z i a u l Haq, President of Pakis­
tan. The h i g h - l e v e l meeting's 
agenda included a v a r i e t y of i s ­
sues; those r e l a t e d t o the work 
conducted w i t h i n the OIC i n the 
f i e l d of science and technology by 
d i f f e r e n t OIC s u b s i d i a r y organs 
such as the I s l a m i c Foundation f o r 
Science, Technology and Development 
(IFSTAD) and the I s l a m i c Centre f o r 
Technical and V o c a t i o n a l T r a i n i n g 
and Research (ICTVTR); the imple­
mentation of the S c i e n t i f i c and 
Technological Plan of A c t i o n ap­
proved by the Fourth I s l a m i c Summit 
Conference (Casablanca, Morocco, 
1984); programme areas such as 
manpower development, i n f o r m a t i o n 
and documentation, technology 
t r a n s f e r , food and a g r i c u l t u r e , 
energy, and many other subjects 
concerning s c i e n t i f i c and techno­
l o g i c a l cooperation and development 
i n I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s . 

COMSTECH i s one of the three 
standing committees e s t a b l i s h e d by 
the T h i r d I s l a m i c Summit Conference 
(Mecca and T a i f , Saudi Arabia, 
1981). The two others are the 
"Standing Committee f o r Economic 
and Commercial Cooperation" ( t h e 
COMCEC), chaired by H.E. Kenan 
Evren, President of Turkey and the 
"Standing Committee f o r I n f o r m a t i o n 
and C u l t u r a l A f f a i r s " chaired by 
H.E. Abdou Diouf, President of Se­
negal. 

F i r s t Academic Year of 
the I s l a m i c U n i v e r s i t y of Niger 

The I s l a m i c U n i v e r s i t y e s t a b l i s h e d 
i n the town of Sey i n Niger by the 
OIC launched i t s f i r s t academic 
year i n November 1986 at the Fa­
c u l t y of Arabic Language and I s ­
lamic Studies. The f o l l o w i n g d i s ­
c i p l i n e s w i l l be taught a t the Fa­
c u l t y : I s l a m i c thought, I s l a m i c 
s o c i a l sciences and Arabic language 
and l i t e r a t u r e . Dean of the F a c u l t y 
i s Dr. Mohammed Jami l Khayat. 

Teaching P a l e s t i n e ' s H i s t o r y 
and Geography 

The Commission i n charge of exa­
mining the issue of teaching Pa­
l e s t i n e ' s h i s t o r y and geography i n 
I s l a m i c schools and i n s t i t u t i o n s 
met f o r the second time. The meet­
ing's work c o n s i s t e d of the f o l l o w -
up of decisions of I s l a m i c Confe­
rences s t r e s s i n g the n e c e s s i t y t o 
adopt a u n i f i e d system f o r the 
teaching o f Pa l e s t i n e ' s h i s t o r y and 
geography. A proposed system e l a ­
borated by the Commission i n coo­
p e r a t i o n w i t h the P.L.O. was r e ­
viewed a t the meeting, recommenda­
t i o n s o f which w j l l be submitted 
t o the F i f t h I s l a m i c Summit Confe­
rence t o be held i n January 1987. 
The f i r s t meeting of the Commission 
had e n t r u s t e d a group of experts 
the task of drawing a l i s t o f 
t o p i c s t h a t could be taugh t i n 
I s l a m i c e d u c a t i o n a l . i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

Exchanges of Broadcasts 
among Muslim c o u n t r i e s 

The I s l a m i c States Broadcasting 
O r g a n i s a t i o n , a s p e c i a l i s e d agency 



OIC ACTIVITIES 

T h i r d Meeting of the QIC Committee 
on S c i e n t i f i c and Technical 
Cooperation, Islamabad 

The Standing Committee on S c i e n t i ­
f i c and Technical Cooperation 
(COMSTECH) met f o r the t h i r d time 
i n Islamabad, on 19-22 November 
1986, under the chairmanship of H. 
E. Z i a u l Haq, President of Pakis­
tan. The h i g h - l e v e l meeting's 
agenda included a v a r i e t y of i s ­
sues; those r e l a t e d t o the work 
conducted w i t h i n the OIC i n the 
f i e l d o f science and technology by 
d i f f e r e n t OIC s u b s i d i a r y organs 
such as the I s l a m i c Foundation f o r 
Science, Technology and Development 
(IFSTAD) and the I s l a m i c Centre f o r 
Technical and Vo c a t i o n a l T r a i n i n g 
and Research (ICTVTR); the imple­
mentation of the S c i e n t i f i c and 
Technological Plan of Ac t i o n ap­
proved by the Fourth I s l a m i c Summit 
Conference (Casablanca, Morocco, 
1984); programme areas such as 
manpower development, i n f o r m a t i o n 
and documentation, technology 
t r a n s f e r , food and a g r i c u l t u r e , 
energy, and many other subjects 
concerning s c i e n t i f i c and techno­
l o g i c a l cooperation and development 
i n I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s . 

COMSTECH i s one of the three 
standing committees e s t a b l i s h e d by 
the T h i r d I s l a m i c Summit Conference 
(Mecca and T a i f , Saudi Arabia, 
1981). The two others are the 
"Standing Committee f o r Economic 
and Commercial Cooperation" ( t h e 
COMCEC), cha i r e d by H.E. Kenan 
Evren, President of Turkey and the 
"Standing Committee f o r I n f o r m a t i o n 
and C u l t u r a l A f f a i r s " chaired by 
H.E. Abdou Diouf, President of Se­
negal. 

F i r s t Academic Year of 
the I s l a m i c U n i v e r s i t y of Niger 

The I s l a m i c U n i v e r s i t y e s t a b l i s h e d 
i n the town o f Sey i n Niger by the 
OIC launched i t s f i r s t academic 
year i n November 1986 at the Fa­
c u l t y of Arabic Language and I s ­
lamic Studies. The f o l l o w i n g d i s ­
c i p l i n e s w i l l be taught a t the Fa­
c u l t y : I s l a m i c thought, I s l a m i c 
s o c i a l sciences and Arabic language 
and l i t e r a t u r e . Dean of the F a c u l t y 
i s Dr. Mohammed Jamil Khayat. 

Teaching P a l e s t i n e ' s H i s t o r y 
and Geography 

The Commission i n charge of exa­
mining the issue of teaching Pa­
l e s t i n e ' s h i s t o r y and geography i n 
I s l a m i c schools and i n s t i t u t i o n s 
met f o r the second time. The meet­
ing's work c o n s i s t e d of the f o l l o w -
up of decisions of I s l a m i c Confe­
rences s t r e s s i n g the n e c e s s i t y t o 
adopt a u n i f i e d system f o r the 
teaching of Pa l e s t i n e ' s h i s t o r y and 
geography. A proposed system e l a ­
borated by the Commission i n coo­
p e r a t i o n w i t h the P.L.O. was r e ­
viewed a t the meeting, recommenda­
t i o n s o f which w j . l l be submitted 
t o the F i f t h I s l a m i c Summit Confe­
rence t o be held i n January 1987. 
The f i r s t meeting of the Commission 
had e n t r u s t e d a group of experts 
the t a s k of drawing a l i s t o f 
t o p i c s t h a t could be taugh t i n 
Is l a m i c e d u c a t i o n a l . i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

Exchanges of Broadcasts 
among Muslim c o u n t r i e s 

The I s l a m i c States Broadcasting 
O r g a n i s a t i o n , a s p e c i a l i s e d agency 
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mmiAGE COMMISSION 
THIRD MEETING OF THE HEF5JTAGE 
COMMISSION 

• 

the P r e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u ­
r a l Heritage met f o r the t n i r d time 
on 15-17 November 1985, i n Riyadh, 
c a p i t a l c i t y of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia. This was the t h i r d 
o r d i n a r y meeting of the Commission, 
but the f i r s t f o r i t s new members 
to come together a f t e r t h e i r ap­
pointment by the 15th I s l a m i c Con­
ference -of Foreign A f f a i r s M i n i s ­
t e r s (Fez, Kingdom of Morocco, 6-10 
•January 1935) , under the Chairman­
ship of H.R.H. Brince F a i s a l b i n 
Fahd b i n Abdul A z i z , General Pre­
s i d e n t f o r Youth Welfare, Saudi 
Arabia and Chairman of the Heritage 
Commission. 

The meeting was inaugurated at Xing 
F a i s a l Conference H a l l i n Riyadh; 
a number o f ' M i n i s t e r s and Deputy 
M i n i s t e r s of the Saudi Arabian 
Government and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of 
d i p l o m a t i c missions of the OIC 
Member States i n Saudi Arabia a t ­
tended the ceremony, as w e l l as 
member of i n t e r n a t i o n a l press 
agencies. Fo l l o w i n g the r e c i t a t i o n 
of verses from the Holy Quran, K.R. 
H. Prince F a i s a l b i n Fahd, Chairman 

4 

-

of the Commission opened the meet­
ing , l a h i s inaugural speech, 3.2*. 
H. the Prince b r i e f e d the audience 
about the o b j e c t i v e s of the Com­
mission and the r o l e incumbing 
upon i t ; he mentioned the completed 
and on-going p r o j e c t s of the Com­
missi o n , such as the c o m p e t i t i o n 
f o r the King Fahd Awards f o r Design 
and Research i n I s l a m i c A r c h i t e c ­
t u r e and the C a l l i g r a p h y Competi­
t i o n , as w e l l as the a c t i v i t i e s 
envisaged i n the f u t u r e . He thanked 
a l l those who c o n t r i b u t e d to the 
suc c e s s f u l r e a l i s a t i o n of the Xing 
Fahd Awards c o m p e t i t i o n . A f t e r H.R. 
H. the Prince's speech, H.£. Dr. 
Mohammed 31-Mukhtar C u l i 3ah, as­
s i s t a n t Secretary General : f tne 
OIC f o r C u l t u r a l and Soci a l A f f a i r s 
took the f l o o r , r e p r e s e n t i n g S.S. 
Mr.Syed S h a r i f u d d i n Pirzada, 3eo-
r e t a r y General of OIC. He presented 
the message of H.Z. the Secretary 
General t o the meeting' and conveyed 
h i s wishes of success t o the Com­
mission. I n h i s message, H.Z. the 
Secretary General u n d e r l i n e d the 
importance and s i g n i f i c a n c e of the 
Commission"' s a c t i v i t i e s and said 
t h a t i t had accomplished commend-



a b l e j o b i n p r o v i d i n g a wi d e , com­
p r e h e n s i v e and u n i f i e d v i e w o f I s ­
l a m i c c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e w i t h i t s 
monuments and h i s t o r i c a l s i t e s , as 
w e l l as m a n u s c r i p t s , l i b r a r i e s and 
works o f a r t . Then, P r o f . D r . Ek-
m e l e d d i n i h s a n o g l u , S e c r e t a r y o f 
t h e H e r i t a g e Commission t o o k t h e 
f l o o r and s a i d t h a t t h e t h i r d 
m e e t i n g o f t h e Commission r e p r e ­
s e n t s t h e b e g i n n i n g o f a new e r a 
i n i t s a c t i v i t i e s , s i n c e t h e p a s t 
f i r s t t h r e e y e a r s m i g h t be c o n s i ­
d e r e d as t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t phase 
o f t h e Commission. He gave an ac­
co u n t o f t h e work done i n t h e p a s t 
p e r i o d and e s p e c i a l l y t h e comp e t i ­
t i o n f o r t h e Kin g Fahd Awards, and 
s a i d t h a t t h e se accomplishments 
were made p o s s i b l e w i t h t he p r e v i ­
s i o n o f t h e n e c e s s a r y f i n a n c i a l 
means by t h e C u s t o d i a n o f Al-Har-
r ante i n A l - S h a r i f f e i n H.M. Xin g Fahd 
b i n A b d u l A z i z and t h e w i s e g u i d ­
ance o f H.R. H. P r i n c e F a i s a l b i n 
Fahd b i n Abdul A z i z . 

F o l l o w i n g t h e i n a u g u r a l ceremony, 
th e Commission met a t i t s w o r k i n g 
s e s s i o n s , a t t e n d e d by t h e below-
m e n t i o n e d Commission members: 
- D r . A f i f Bahnassi , D i r e c t o r o f 

A n t i q u i t i e s and Museums. Damas­
cus, S y r i a 

- Dr. Ab d u l A z i z A l - T u i j r i r e p r e ­
s e n t i n g H.S. P r o f . D r . A b d e l h a d i 
3 o u t a l e b , D i r e c t o r G e n e r a l o f 
ISSSCO, Rabat, Morocco 

- H.E. D r . A b d u l I a h H. Masry; As­
s i s t a n t Deputy M i n i s t e r f o r Zdu-
c a t i o n and D i r e c t o r G e n e r a l o f 
A n t i q u i t i e s , R i y a d h . 3 a u d i A r a b i a 

- H.S.Dr.Abdurrahman S l - I a y i b A l -
A n s a r i , h'ead o f Monuments D i v i ­
s i o n , C o l l e g e o f L i t e r a t u r e . , 
K i n g Saud U n i v e r s i t y , R iyadh, 
Saudi A r a b i a 

- Dr. G u l z a r H a i d e r , P r o f e s s o r o f 
A r c h i t e c t u r e , C a r l t o n U n i v e r s i t y , 
O t t a w a , O n t a r i o , Canada 

- S h e i k h a Hussa' Al-Sabah A i - S a l i m , 
D i r e c t o r , Dar A l - A t h a r A l - T s l a -
m i y a , o a f a t , K u w a i t 

- H.E. P r o f . D r . I h s a n Dogramaci, 
Chairman o f t h e C o u n c i l o f H i g h e r 
E d u c a t i o n o f T u r k e y , Ankara, 
T u r k e y 

- H . E . J u s t i c e J a v i d I q b a l , C h i e f 
J u s t i c e P u n j a b , Lahore High 
C o u r t , L a h o r e . P a k i s t a n 

- Raja F u z i a h 3 t . R a j a Tun Uda, 
D i r e c t o r G e n e r a l , M a l a y s i a n Han­
d i c r a f t Development C o r p o r a t i o n , 
K uala Lumpur, M a l a y s i a 

- Dr. Shawqi Shaa'th, e x p e r t on 
I s l a m i c and P a l e s t i n i a n h e r i ­
t a g e , P.L.O. 

- Dr.Uka T j a n d r a s a s m i t a , D i r e c t o r 
f o r t h e P r o t e c t i o n o f Monuments 
and H i s t o r i c a l H e r i t a g e , J a k a r t a 
P u s a t , I n d o n e s i a . 

The two o t h e r Commission members, 
namely P r o f . D r . Mohammed Ahmed A l -
S h a r i f , S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l o f World 
I s l a m i c C a l l S o c i e t y ( T r i p o l i , 
L i b y a n Arab J a m a n i r i y a ; and Dr. 
Mahmoud Zouber, D i r e c t o r G e n e r a l 
o f Ahmed 3aba Research C e n t r e 
(Tombcuctou, M a l i ) c o u l d n o t a t t e n d 
t h e m e e t i n g . 

F o l l o w i n g t h e a d o p t i o n o f t h e 
agenda, H.E.Prof. Dr. A b d e l h a d i 
S o u t a l e b was e l e c t e d Vice-Chairman 
o f t h e Commission. Than, P r o f . D r . 
S k m e l eddin i h s a n o g l u , S e c r e t a r y 
o f t h e Commission p r e s e n t e d t h e 
Re p o r t p r e p a r e d by t h e Commission 
S e c r e t a r i a t f o r t h i s meeting. T h i s 
R e p o r t c o n t a i n s d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a ­
t i o n about each o f the p r o j e c t s o f 
th e Commission, c o m p l e t e d a c t i v i ­
t i e s , o n - g o i n g a c t i v i t i e s and s t e p s 
t a k e n f o r t h e e x e c u t i o n o f f o r t h ­
coming a c t i v i t i e s . F o l l o w i n g t h e 
p r e s e n t a t i o n of the R e p o r t , t h e 
Commission members d e l i b e r a t e d on 
d i f f e r e n t i s s u e s r e l a t e d zo a c t i ­
v i t i e s m e n t i o n e d i n the r e p o r t and 
pu t f o r w a r d -.heir ideas and o p i ­
n i o n s about a ccomplishments o f t h e 
Commission and i t s f u t u r e s h o r t and 
medium- t e r m work p l a n s . 

Commission members o p i n e d t h a t t h e 
p e r i o d o f work s t a r t i n g w i t h t h a t 
m e e t i n g would c o n s t i t u t e a new e r a ' 
i n t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f the Commis­
s i o n . They agreed upon the neces­
s i t y t o c o n t i n u o u s l y a m e l i o r a t e t h e 
q u a l i t y and method o f work i n o r d e r 
t h a t e x p e c t a t i o n s o f t h e I s l a m i c 
Ummah be b e t t e r s a t i s f i e d , w h i l e , 



a t t h e same t i m e , a d o p t i n g r e a l i s ­
t i c p r o j e c t s t a k i n g i n t o c o n s i d e ­
r a t i o n t h e f i n a n c i a l and manpower 
l i m i t a t i o n s o f t h e Commission. They 
a l s o emphasized t h e r o l e incumbent 
upon t h e Commission i n t h e p r o t e c ­
t i o n and development o f I s l a m i c 
c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e i n i t s two d i ­
mensions, i n t i m e and i n space. 
F o l l o w i n g c o n s i d e r a t i o n and adop­
t i o n o f some f u t u r e p r o j e c t s , Com­
m i s s i o n member Dr. G u l z a r H a i d e r 
t o o k t h e f l o o r t o p r e s e n t a de­
t a i l e d r e p o r t about t h e F i r s t K i n g 
Fahd Awards c o m p e t i t i o n f i n a l i s e d 
i n A u j u s t 1986; he s a i d t h a t t h e 
r a t e o f p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e com­
p e t i t i o n had been v e r y l a r g e and 
showed s l i d e s o f w i n n i n g p r o j e c t s , 
g i v i n g e x p l a n a t i o n s on each o f 
them. 

A f t e r c o n c l u d i n g i t s w o r k i n g ses­
s i o n s , t h e d r a f t i n g c ommittee p r e ­
p a r e d t h e F i n a l R e p o r t , w h i c h was 
t h e n examined and adopted a t t h e 
c l o s i n g s e s s i o n . A t t h e end o f t h e 
m e e t i n g , Chairman H.R.H. P r i n c e 
F a i s a l b i n Fahd b i n Abdul A z i z and 
S e c r e t a r y o f t h e Commission P r o f . 
Dr. Ekmeleddin I h s a n o g l u gave a 
pr e s s c o n f e r e n c e about d i s c u s s i o n 
and r e s u l t s o f t h e m e e t i n g . 

The d e c i s i o n s o f t h e T h i r d M e e t i n g 
o f t h e Commission ,as c o n t a i n e d i n 
i t s F i n a l R e p o r t a r e summarised 
below: 

- The Commission e x p r e s s e d i t s 
de e p e s t g r a t i t u d e and s i n c e r e 
t h a n k s t o t h e C u s t o d i a n o f t h e 
Har r a m e i n E l - S h a r i f f e i n H i s Ma­
j e s t y K i n g Fahd b i n Ab d e l A z i z 
f o r t h e generous c a r e a c c o r d e d 
t o i t s work. The Commission a l s o 
e x p r e s s e d i t s t h a n k s t o i t s 
Chairman H.R.H. P r f r i c e F a i s a l b i n 
Fahd f o r h i s g u i d a n c e and c o n t i ­
nuous s u p p o r t . 

- The Commission adop t e d t h e R e p o r t 
p r e p a r e d and p r e s e n t e d by i t s 
S e c r e t a r i a t and r e q u e s t e d t h a t 
a c t i v i t i e s c o n t a i n e d i n t h i s r e ­
p o r t be e x e c u t e d w i t h i n t h e l i ­
m i t s o f p o s s i b i l i t i e s . 

- To a m e l i o r a t e t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n a l 
s t r u c t u r e o f t h e Commission so 
t h a t i t c o u l d work more e f f i ­
c i e n t l y , t h e Commission- d e c i d e d 
t h a t a T e c h n i c a l Committee and a 
Fund R a i s i n g Committee be e s t a b ­
l i s h e d , each headed by a Commis­
s i o n member. The terms o f r e f e 
r e n c e and scope o f work o f t h e s e 
c o m m i t t e e s s h a l l be o u t l i n e d by 
t h e S e c r e t a r i a t o f t h e Commis­
s i o n , and p r o f e s s i o n a l s w i t h ex­
p e r i e n c e i n t h e r e l a t e d f i e l d s 
s h a l l be i n v i t e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e 
i n t h e work o f t h e s e Committees. 

- The Commission c o n s i d e r e d t h e 
p r o p o s a l o f Commission member 
Sh e i k h a Hussa Al-Sabah Al-Saleem 
Al-Sabah r e l a t i n g t o t h e need o f 
p r o v i d i n g m o r a l and m a t e r i a l 
s u p p o r t f o r t h e r e s t o r a t i o n and 
c o n s e r v a t i o n o f t h e p r e c i o u s 
m a n u s c r i p t s i n Sarta'a, Yemen 
A.R. and e s t a b l i s h i n g a c e n t r e 
t o t h i s aim, w h i c h w o u l d 
c o n s t i t u t e a n o t h e r s t e p t o w a r d s 
t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a s e r i e s o f 
s i m i l a r c e n t r e s i n OIC Member 
S t a t e s . The Commission agreed 
upon t h i s n e c e s s i t y and d e c i d e d 
t h a t Commission member Sheikha 
Hussa Al-Sabah Al-Saleem 
Al-Sabah w o u l d c o o p e r a t e w i t h 
t h e S e c r e t a r i a t o f t h e 
Commission f o r t h e e x e c u t i o n o f 
t h i s p r o j e c t . 

- The Commission a l s o agreed t o 
c o n s i d e r u n d e r t a k i n g a s u r v e y o f 
t h e e x p e r t s w o r k i n g i n t h e f i e l d 
o f I s l a m i c A r t s . 



INTERNATIONAL CALLIGRAPHY 
COMPETITION: ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
RESULTS 

- C o n c e r n i n g p u b l i c i t y about Com­
m i s s i o n a c t i v i t i e s , i t was agreed 
t h a t t h e Commission, i t s o b j e c ­
t i v e s and i t s a c t i v i t i e s s h o u l d 
be b e t t e r i n t r o d u c e d t o promote 
a w i d e r awareness about them. 

- The Commission a c c e p t e d w i t h 
p l e a s u r e t h e i n v i t a t i o n by Dr. 
A f i f B a h n a s s i , D i r e c t o r G e n e r a l 
o f Museums and A n t i q u i t i e s o f 
S y r i a t o h o l d i t s F o u r t h O r d i n a r y 
M e e t i n g i n Damas, i n June 1987. 

D i s p l a y o f t h e K i n g Fahd Awards 
W i n n e r s ' Designs i n Riyadh 

On t h e o c c a s i o n o f t h e T h i r d Meet­
i n g o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission 
f o r t h e P r e s e r v a t i o n o f I s l a m i c 
C u l t u r a l H e r i t a g e (16-17 November 
1986) t h e S e c r e t a r i a t o f t h e Com­
m i s s i o n o r g a n i s e d an e x h i b i t i o n a t 
t h e K i n g F a i s a l Conference H a l l i n 
Riyadh where t h e Commission m e e t i n g 
was b e i n g h e l d , t o d i s p l a y t h e de­
s i g n s o f w i n n e r s o f t h e K i n g Fahd 
Awards f o r Design and Research i n 
I s l a m i c A r c h i t e c t u r e . 

The p r o j e c t s d i s p l a y e d aroused t h e 
i n t e r e s t o f t h e p u b l i c and j o u r ­
n a l i s t s . Commission member Dr. 
G u l z a r H a i d e r , P r o f e s s o r o f A r c h i ­
t e c t u r e a t C a r l e t o n U n i v e r s i t y , 
O t t a w a , Canada gave t e c h n i c a l ex­
p l a n a t i o n s about t h e p r o j e c t s t o 
t h e v i s i t o r s . 

The d e s i g n s c o n t i n u e d t o be d i s ­
p l a y e d i n Riyadh a f t e r t h e H e r i t a g e 
Commission m e e t i n g . The e x h i b i t i o n 
w i l l l a t e r accompany t h e award 
d i s t r i b u t i o n ceremony, when i t s 
d a t e and venue a r e f i x e d . A f t e r t h e 
award ceremony, t h e . d e s i g n s w i l l 
be k e p t a t t h e Commission's S e c r e ­
t a r i a t i n I s t a n b u l , t o be i n c l u d e d 
i n a f u t u r e p u b l i c a t i o n about t h e 
Ki n g Fahd Awards. 

The F i r s t I n t e r n a t i o n a l C a l l i g r a p h y 
C o m p e t i t i o n i n t h e name o f l a t e 
c a l l i g r a p h e r Hamid a l - A m i d i (Ay-
t a c ) , o r g a n i s e d by t h e I n t e r n a t i o ­
n a l Commission f o r t h e P r e s e r v a t i o n 
o f I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l H e r i t a g e 
( I C P I C H ) , i s f i n a l i s e d . The p r i m a r y 
o b j e c t i v e o f t h e c o m p e t i t i o n was 
t o p r e s e r v e and promote c l a s s i c a l 
I s l a m i c c a l l i g r a p h y i n accordance 
w i t h t h e b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s and com­
mon c o n c e p t s e s t a b l i s h e d by t h e 
mas t e r s o f t h i s a r t and t r a n s m i t t e d 
t h r o u g h o u t c e n t u r i e s . By o r g a n i s i n g 
t h e c o m p e t i t i o n i n t h e name o f 
famous c a l l i g r a p h e r Hamid a l - A m i d i , 
t h e Commission aimed a t e n c o u r a g i n g 
young a r t i s t s t o l e a r n and a p p l y 
h i s s t y l e . I n h i s p r o f e s s i o n a l l i f e 
o f 75 y e a r s , Hamid a l - A m i d i won a 
w e l l - d e s e r v e d fame f o r h i s p e r f e c ­
t i o n i n e v e r y c a l l i g r a p h i c s t y l e 
and h i s numerous w o r k s , some o f 
w h i c h a r e i n s c r i p t i o n s on domes and 
w a l l s o f mosques. 

A J u r y o f seven w e l l - k n o w n e x p e r t s 
i n c l a s s i c a l c a l l i g r a p h y met f r o m 
19 t o 21 December 1986 a t t h e Sec­
r e t a r i a t o f t h e Commission i n I s ­
t a n b u l t o examine, d i s c u s s and 
e v a l u a t e 1272 c a l l i g r a p h i e s i n 
t o t a l s e n t by 352 p a r t i c i p a n t s 
f r o m 32 c o u n t r i e s . 
J u r y member Mr. Yusuf Zunnun ( c a l -
l i g r a p h i s t and r e s e a r c h s c h o l a r , 
I r a q ) was n o t a b l e t o j o i n t h e 
m e e t i n g ; t h e r e f o r e , f i r s t s u b s t i ­
t u t e member P r o f . D r . A l i A l p a s l a n 
r e p l a c e d him. On t h e o t h e r hand, 
Mr. Ugur Derman, second s u b s t i t u t e 
member a l s o p a r t i c i p a t e d a t t h e 
m e e t i n g s i n c e o t h e r t a s k s p r e v e n t e d 
P r o f . D r . E k m e leddin t h s a n o g l u , 
D i r e c t o r G e n e r a l o f IRCICA and 
S e c r e t a r y o f ICPICH t o a t t e n d a l l 
t h e s e s s i o n s . C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e 
J u r y met w i t h t h e f o l l o w i n g mem­
b e r s , under t h e C h a i r m a n s h i p o f Mr. 
Ahmed Z i y a I b r a h i m f r o m Saudi A r a ­
b i a : 



- Prof. Dr. Emin Barm, Faculty 
of Fine A r t s , Mimar Sinan Univer­
s i t y , I s t a n b u l , Turkey 
- Mr.Ahmed Ziya Ibrahim, l e c t u r e r 
of c a l l i g r a p h y , Saudi Arabia 
- Prof. Mahmud H i l m i , expert c a l -
l i g r a p h e r and teacher, Egypt 
- Dr. Mohammed S h a r i f i , l e c t u r e r , 
New Fine A r t s F a c u l t y , A l g e r i a 
- Prof. Muhammed Yusef, l e c t u r e r , 
U n i v e r s i t y of Malaysia, Malaysia 
- Prof. Dr. A l i A l p a r s l a n , Faculty 
of L i t e r a t u r e , I s t a n b u l U n i v e r s i t y 
(Turkey) 
- Mr.Ugur Derman, IRCICA advisor 
and expert i n c a l l i g r a p h y . 
- Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, 
D i r e c t o r General of IRCICA and 
Secretary of ICPICH. 

P a r t i c i p a n t s ' e n t r i e s were i n one 
or more of the f o l l o w i n g c a l l i g r a ­
phic s t y l e s : 

1. T h uluth and Nasih 
2. D j a l i t h u l u t h 
3. T a l i q or d j a l i t a l i q 
4. Diwani or d j a l i diwani 
5. - Any other s t y l e not c i t e d 

above 
- I m i t a t i o n o f one of the c a l -
l i g r a p h i e s of l a t e Hamid a l -
Amidi. 

The e n t r i e s f o r each branch were 
f i r s t submitted f o r p r e l i m i n a r y 
e l i m i n a t i o n s and 20 works were se­
l e c t e d by the Jury. A f t e r a tho­
rough examination of these 20 
works, the Jury e l i m i n a t e d another 
10 works. The f o u r f i r s t winners 
of the co m p e t i t i o n and the second, 
t h i r d and f o u r t h winners were de­
termined by secret vote. Consider­
ing the high number of e n t r i e s de­
serv i n g awards and the p a r t i c i p a ­
t i o n o f a r t i s t s from c o u n t r i e s 
where the t r a d i t i o n of c l a s s i c a l 
I s l a m i c c a l l i g r a p h y i s r a t h e r r e ­
cent, the Jury decided t o i n s t i t u t e 
two a d d i t i o n a l ' encouragement awards 
f o r each s t y l e ; i n the case of the 
f i f t h branch, two a d d i t i o n a l awards 
were given f o r each of the' two op­
t i o n s . I n accordance w i t h t h i s de­
c i s i o n , other e n t r i e s were se­
l e c t e d and added t o the l i s t o f 

winners i n each s t y l e . Thus, e i g h t 
encouragement awards were given f o r 
each of the f i r s t f o u r branches and 
ten f o r the f i f t h branch, the 
amount of each encouragement award 
being US$ 250.-. 

Agreeing t h a t the l e v e l o f p e r f e c ­
t i o n of the winners i s almost the 
same, the Jury found i t a p p r o p r i a t e 
not t o s e l e c t the competition's 
f i r s t winner among the f i r s t w in­
ners i n each branch. Levels of 
p a r t i c i p a n t s who received encou­
ragement awards were also close t o 
each o t h e r ; t h e r e f o r e , the Jury 
decided t h a t t h e i r names be l i s t e d 
i n a l p h a b e t i c order. 

T o t a l awards were US $ 7.000.- f o r 
each of the f i r s t f o u r branches 
above, and US $ 7.500.- f o r the 
f i f t h branch, d i s t r i b u t e d as 
f o l l o w s : 

F i r s t p r i z e 

Honorary mentions: 
F i r s t 
Second 
T h i r d 

TOTAL 
F i r s t 4 branches 
F i f t h branch 

US$ 2.500.-

US$ 1.250.-
US$ 750.-
US$ 500.-

US$ 250.-
(250x8) 

US$ 250.-
(250x10) 

(7.000x4=28.000) 
(7.500x1= 7.500) 

US$ 35.500 

Encouragement awards: 
( F i r s t 4 branches) 

Encouragement awards: 
( F i f t h branch) 

Concluding i t s meeting, the Jury 
emphasized the importance of t h i s 
c o m p e t i t i o n as a c o n t r i b u t i o n t o 
the development o f I s l a m i c c a l l i ­
g raphic a r t s . I t expressed i t s sa­
t i s f a c t i o n t h a t the r a t e of p a r t i ­
c i p a t i o n from I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s was 
very high and t h a t a r t i s t s from 
non-Muslim c o u n t r i e s have shown a 
keen i n t e r e s t i n the c o m p e t i t i o n 
and i n I s l a m i c c a l l i g r a p h y . I t 
p o i n t e d out t h a t a r t i s t s from 



WINNERS' CALLIGRAPHIES 

THULUTH-NASIH 

co u n t r i e s such as the U.S.A. and 
France, who received well-deserved 
awards, were e s p e c i a l l y noteworthy. 

On the other hand, i t was announced 
t h a t one of the winners i n anyone 
of the s t y l e s s h a l l be i n v i t e d t o 
I s t a n b u l at a time and f o r a p e r i o d 
to be determined by the Heritage 
Commission, i n order t o undertake 
s t u d i e s i n the f i e l d of c l a s s i c a l 
I s l a m i c c a l l i g r a p h i c a r t s . 

A catalogue w i l l be prepared f o r 
the c a l l i g r a p h i e s t o be selected 
by the Jury from among the e n t r i e s . 
The c a l l i g r a p h i e s , which are being 
d i s p l a y e d at the Commission's Sec­
r e t a r i a t at present, s h a l l also be 
e x h i b i t e d i n Kuwait d u r i n g the 

F i f t h I s l a m i c Summit Conference to 
meet i n January 1987, and at a l a ­
t e r stage, i n other I s l a m i c coun­
t r i e s . 

The f i n a l i s a t i o n of the c o m p e t i t i o n 
and i t s winners were announced t o 
the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of T u r k i s h and 
f o r e i g n press organs at a press 
conference held on 22 December 1986 
at the S e c r e t a r i a t of the Heritage 
Commission i n I s t a n b u l . D e c l a r i n g 
the r e s u l t s , Secretary of the 
Heritage Commission Prof.Dr. Ek-
meleddin Ihsanoglu also b r i e f e d 
the audience about o b j e c t i v e s of 
the c o m p e t i t i o n and the steps taken 
since two years f o r i t s s u c c e s s f u l 
r e a l i s a t i o n . 



LIST OF WINNERS 

OF THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL 
HAMID AL-AMIDI CALLIGRAPHY COMPETITION 

A. THULUTH - NASIH 

WINNERS 

P r i z a 

F i r s t p r i z e 
1st mention 
2nd mention 
3rd mention 

Name of p a r t i c i p a n t 

(US$ 2.500) Mehmet Ozcay 
(US$ 1.250) Hiiseyin K u t l u 
(US$ 750) Osman Ozcay 
(US$ 500) Nasir Abdiilaziz al-Meymun 

Country 

Turkey 
Turkey 
Turkey 
Saudi Arabia 

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARDS (USS 250.-) 

Name of p a r t i c i p a n t Country 

A. Rasheed Bu t t 
Ahmed Abdurrahman 
A l i Hamid al-Rawi 
Blondine Furet 
E r o l Donmez 
Jassim a l - N a j a f i 
M.Hassan Abulkhayr 
Salah Sirzad 

Pakistan 
I r a q 
I r a q 
France 
Turkey 
I r a q 
Saudi Arabia 
United Arab Emirates 

B. DJALI - THULUTH 

WINNERS 

Pri 

F i r s t p r i z e (US$ 2.500) 
1st mention (US$ 1.250) 
2nd mention (US$ 750) 
3rd mention (US$ 500) 

Name of p a r t i c i p a n t 

Davut Bektas 
Hiiseyin K u t l u 
Hiiseyin Oksiiz 
Jasim a l - N a j a f i 

Country 

Turkey 
Turkey 
Turkey 
I r a q 

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARDS (US3 250.-) 

Name of p a r t i c i p a n t 

Abdullah Riza 
Abdurrida B. Davut 
Hiiseyin Giindiiz 
M. Reza Ganbari 
Mohammed Zakariya 
Nasir Abdiilaziz al-Meymun 
Osman Ozcay 
Savas Cevik 

Country 

Saudi Arabia 
I r a q 
Turkey 
I r a n 
U.S.A. 
Saudi Arabia 
Turkey 
Turkey 



C. TALIQ - DJALI TALIQ 

WINNERS 

Prize Name of p a r t i c i p a n t Country 

F i r s t p r i z e (US$ 
1st mention (US$ 
2nd mention (US$ 
3rd mention (US$ 

2.500) Savas Cevik 
1.250) Hiiseyin Oksiiz 

750) A l i Toy 
500) Nasir Abdulaziz al-Meymun 

Turkey 
Turkey 
Turkey 
Saudi Arabia 

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARDS (US$ 250.-) 

Name of p a r t i c i p a n t Country 

Abdulaziz H.M. 
Abdullah Osman 
Ahmed a l - B a r i 
Hiiseyin X u t l u 
Osman Hamid H. 
Cmer Aljemni 
Recep Sahin 
Sadlk A l i a l - D u r i 

Abulkhayr 
Mohammed 

Ibrahim 

Egypt 
Kuwait 
Syria 
Turkey 
Saudi Arabia 
T u n i s i a 
Turkey 
I r a q 

D. DIWANI DJALI DIWANI 

WINNERS 

Pri z e Name of p a r t i c i p a n t Country 

F i r s t p r i z e (US$ 
1st mention (US$ 
2nd mention (US3 
3rd mention (USS 

2.500) Hiiseyin Oksiiz 
1.25C) Osman Hamid Hasan 

750) Muhammed al-Kadi 
500) Hiiseyin A l i a l - S i r r i 

Turkey 
Saudi Arabia 
Syr i a 
Un. Arab Em. 

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARDS (US2 250.-) 

Name of p a r t i c i p a n t Country 

A b d i i l i l a h al-A.rao 
Abdulgani A l a n i 
Abdurida Jasim M. Mehdi 
Jasim A l - N a j a f i 
M.Ali al-Hamouri 
Muhsin M. F t u n i 
Nasir Abdulaziz al-Meymun 
Omar Durma 

Qatar 
France 
I r a q 
I r a q 
Jordan 
Saudi Arabia 
Saudi Arabia 
Sudan 



E / l . IMITATION OF HAMID AL-AMIDI 
E/2. OTHER FORMS 

WINNERS 

Pri z e Name of p a r t i c i p a n t Country 

F i r s t p r i z e (US$ 2.500) Hiiseyin Giinduz Turkey 
1st mention (US$ 1.250) Hiiseyin K u t l u Turkey 
2nd mention (US$ 750) Davud Bektas Turkey 
3rd mention (US$ 500) T a l i p A. Bekir al-Azzawi I r a q 

ENCOURAGEMENT AWARDS (US$ 250.-) 

Name of p a r t i c i p a n t Country 

Abdulkerim A. Sabit I r a q 
A b d u l i l a h al-Arab Qatar 
Adnan Yahya Osman Syri a 
Ahmed al-Dahab -Lebanon 
Mehdi I t r i y a n I r a n 
Mehmed Ozcay Turkey 
Mohammed Siam P a l e s t i n e 
Osman Hamid H. Ibrahim Saudi Arabia 
S. Mohtar al-Shahab Malaysia 
Savas ~ ^ v i k Turkey 

WINNERS' CALLIGRAPHIES 

DJALI - THULUTH 

23 
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TALIQ - DJALI TALIQ 

24 
DIWANI - DJALI DIWANI 



WINNERS' CALLIGRAPHIES 

IMITATION OF HAMID AL-AMIDI 

\ 

HAMID AL-AMIDI IN CALLIGRAPHIES 
Reproduction of the work by Mr. Mohammed Mandi, 

C u l t u r a l Foundation, Abu Dhabi, U.A.E., 
o f f e r e d t o the C a l l i g r a p h y Competition S e c r e t a r i a t 
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First Mention In 
THULUTH-NASIH 

First Mention in 
DJALI - THULUTH 
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First Mention in 
TALIQ - DJALI TALIQ 

First Mention In 
DIWANI - DJALI DIWANI 

First Mention In 
IMITATION OF HAMID AL-AMIDI 



NEWSFILE ON ISLAMIC HERITAGE 

P r e s e r v a t i o n P l a n f o r t h e 
C i t y o f Sana'a, Yemen A.R. 

The h e r i t a g e c i t y o f Sana'a h o l d s 
g e n e r a l i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t and 
t h e i s s u e o f i t s p r o t e c t i o n f i g u r e s 
on t h e OIC agenda as w e l l as t h a t 
o f t h e UNESCO. The p r e s e r v a t i o n 
p l a n l a u n c h e d i n 1984 by t h e UNESCO 
i s e s t i m a t e d t o c o s t one b i l l i o n 
US D o l l a r s and t o t a k e a t l e a s t 
u n t i l t h e end o f t h e p r e s e n t cen­
t u r y f o r c o m p l e t i o n . I t s s u c c e s s f u l 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n depends on i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e , w h i c h 
has u n f o r t u n a t e l y been l i t t l e u n t i l 
now. 

The o l d c i t y o f Sana'a, once s u r ­
rounded by w a l l s , o f f e r s t o s i g h t 
n a r r o w s t r e e t s , a t y p i c a l bazaar 
and a bout 6500 p i c t u r e s q u e r e s i ­
d e n t i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n s some o f w h i c h 
are e s t i m a t e d t o be t e n - c e n t u r i e s 
o l d . A t p r e s e n t , a b out 8% o f t h e 
t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n o f Sana'a l i v e s 
i n t h i s o l d p a r t o f t h e c i t y . 

S p a nish E x h i b i t i o n on 
I s l a m i c C i v i l i s a t i o n 

•The A d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f Aragon i n 
Spain o r g a n i s e d a l a r g e e x h i b i t i o n 
about I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e p r o p e r t i e s 
f o u n d i n t h e p r o v i n c e . On d i s p l a y 
were more t h a n 80 m a n u s c r i p t s , 
g r a p h i c a l d e s c r i p t i o n s o f I s l a m i c 
a r t i s t i c and a r c h i t e c t u r a l w o r k s , 
as w e l l as numerous o b j e c t s made 

o f wood and m e t a l . I n a u g u r a t i n g t h e 
e x h i b i t i o n , t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
l o c a l A d m i n i s t r a t i o n c a l l e d upon 
t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f t h e r e g i o n t o 
p r o t e c t and l e a r n about t h e s e rem­
n a n t s o f t h e M u s l i m e r a i n S p a i n , 
w h i c h i s a f u n d a m e n t a l a s p e c t o f 
t h e i r h i s t o r y . 

Documentary F i l m on 
Egy p t ' s Monuments 

A j o i n t German-Egyptian team i s 
w o r k i n g on a documentary f i l m about 
I s l a m i c a r c h i t e c t u r e and i t s s t y l e 
as seen i n Egy p t ' s a n c i e n t monu­
ments and o l d c i t i e s . I t i s r e ­
p o r t e d t h a t t h e f i l m w i l l show t h e 
r u i n s o f A l - F u s t a t w h i c h was one 
o f t h e f i r s t I s l a m i c c a p i t a l s , mo­
numents o f C a i r o b e l o n g i n g t o t h e 
F a t i m i p e r i o d , as w e l l as Amr I b n 
Al-As Mosque ( f i r s t mosque i n 
A f r i c a ) , A l - A z h a r Mosque, Qalawun 
Mosque, S u l t a n G u r i Mosque, among 
o t h e r s . 

O l d I s l a m i c Coins 
D i s c o v e r e d i n C a i r o 

"Al-Ahram" j o u r n a l d a t e d 1 s t De­
cember 1986 r e p o r t s t h a t t h e Egyp­
t i a n A n t i q u i t i e s O r g a n i s a t i o n d i s ­
c o v e r e d , i n Badhai v i l l a g e near 
C a i r o a i r p o r t , a c o l l e c t i o n o f o l d 
I s l a m i c c o i n s and o t h e r h i s t o r i c 
o b j e c t s . I t e m s i n t h e c o l l e c t i o n 
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b e l o n g t o d i f f e r e n t p e r i o d s and t h e 
e a r l i e s t ones r e l a t e t o t h e b e g i n ­
n i n g s o f t h e Abbasi r u l e . Some o f 
t h e c o i n s bear t h e name o f Ab d u l 
M a l i k B i n Y a z i d w r i t t e n i n " K u f i " 
s c r i p t . 

Monuments o f C a i r o 
Recorded on M i c r o f i l m s 

The I n f o r m a t i o n C e n t r e o f E g y p t i a n 
A n t i q u i t i e s O r g a n i s a t i o n embarked 
upon a p r o j e c t a i m i n g t o r e c o r d 
h i s t o r i c a l monuments on m i c r o f i l m s . 
The monuments w i l l be p h o t o g r a p h e d 
f i r s t and t h e n t h e i r m i c r o f i l m s 
w i l l be p r e p a r e d i n o r d e r t o cons­
t i t u t e an a r c h i v e o f a l l I s l a m i c 
and p r e - I s l a m i c c o n s t r u c t i o n s . I t 
i s r e p o r t e d t h e f i r s t phase o f t h e 
p r o j e c t a l r e a d y s t a r t e d , d e a l i n g 
w i t h A l - J a m a l i y a d i s t r i c t and i t s 
p r i n c i p a l monuments. The n e x t phase 
w i l l c o v e r Ahmed I b n T u l u n Mosque 
and t h e monuments s u r r o u n d i n g i t . 

P e r i o d i c a l s on I s l a m i c H e r i t a g e : 

"Par a l A t h a r " p u b l i s h e d i n Kuwait 

"Dar a l A t h a r " i n s t i t u t i o n a f f i ­
l i a t e d t o Ku w a i t N a t i o n a l Museum 
p u b l i s h e s a p e r i o d i c a l under t h e 
same name, i n E n g l i s h and A r a b i c . 
The j o u r n a l g i v e s news about I s ­
l a m i c h e r i t a g e p r o p e r t i e s and ac­
t i v i t i e s r e l a t e d t o them, such as 

s e m i n a r s , l e c t u r e s and e x h i b i t i o n s , 
as w e l l as p u b l i c a t i o n s o f o t h e r 
i n s t i t u t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g I s l a m i c 
a r t s , o l d m a n u s c r i p t s and t h e i r 
r e s t o r a t i o n , a r c h e o l o g i c a l f i n d i n g s 
e t c . I n a d d i t i o n , i t g i v e s i n f o r ­
m a t i o n about t h e work o f "Dar a l 
A t h a r " i t s e l f . E d i t o r s - i n - c h i e f a r e 
Ms.Fatma B i n Tuk f o r t h e s e c t i o n 
i n A r a b i c and M r . K e i t h W i l l s f o r 
t h e E n g l i s h p a r t . 

The i n s t i t u t i o n i s l o c a t e d w i t h i n 
t h e K u w a i t N a t i o n a l Museum s i n c e 
A p r i l 1983. I t . c o n t a i n s t h e p r i v a t e 
c o l l e c t i o n o f S h e i k h Nasser A l - S a -
bah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and i t i s 
d i r e c t e d by She i k h a Hussa Al-Sabah 
A l - S a l i m Al-Sabah, member o f IRCICA 
G o v e r n i n g C o u n c i l and I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
H e r i t a g e Commission. 

The E g y p t i a n " A r c h e o l o g i c a l Review" 

T h i s p e r i o d i c a l i s p u b l i s h e d by t h e 
E g y p t i a n A n t i q u i t i e s O r g a n i s a t i o n 
i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h t h e C e n t r e 
f o r S t u d i e s i n A r c h i t e c t u r a l P l a n ­
n i n g i n C a i r o . I t c o n t a i n s m a i n l y 
news r e l a t e d t o I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e , 
t h e p r o g r e s s o f r e s t o r a t i o n works 
and a r c h e o l o g i c a l e x c a v a t i o n s w h i c h 
a r e b e i n g c o n d u c t e d i n Egyp t and 
t h e r e s u l t s o f r e s e a r c h e s c o n c e r n ­
i n g o l d monuments and a r c h e o l o g i c a l 
f i n d i n g s . The e d i t o r - i n - c h i e f o f 
t h e j o u r n a l i s Dr. Ahmed K a d r i . He 
i s h e l p e d by a gr o u p o f e m i n e n t 
s c h o l a r s and r e s e a r c h e r s . The 
p u b l i c a t i o n i s b i l i n g u a l , i n A r a ­
b i c and E n g l i s h . 



THE NEWLY PUBLISHED OTTOMAN 
ACHIVES GUIDEBOOK 

This s e c t i o n presents i n f o r m a t i o n 
aoout the contents of the most r e ­
cent book published by IRCICA ( w i t h 
the c o l l a b o r a t i o n of the Centre f o r 
Archives and Manuscripts of the 
U n i v e r s i t y of Jordan), t i t l e d "The 
Ottoman Archives, a Guidebook t o 
the documents preserved i n the 
Prime M i n i s t r y ' s Ottoman Archives". 
The book has been published i n 
A r a b i c ; E n g l i s h v e r s i o n i s f o r t h ­
coming. Fo l l o w i n g are excerpts 
from the Preface of the book: 

"... The present guidebook i s com­
posed of nine s e c t i o n s , i n a d d i t i o n 
t o t he preface, l i s t o f abbrevia­
t i o n s and t a b l e of contents. Ear­
l i e r p u b l i c a t i o n s on Ottoman Ar­
chives were s t u d i e d a t a prepara­
t o r y stage and the present work was 
prepared a f t e r a comparative eva­
l u a t i o n of these preceding ones. 
Contents of the chapters are des­
c r i b e d below: 

The f i r s t chapter .deals w i t h the 
aspects and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the 
Ottoman c e n t r a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n from 
where the documents i n the Prime 
M i n i s t r y ' s Ottoman Archives were 
issued. There i s an account of the 

f u n c t i o n s of the I m p e r i a l Council 
( D i v a n - i Humayun), Grand V i z i e -
r a t e (Bab-i A s a f i or Bab-i A l i ) , 
F i n a n c i a l A d m i n i s t r a t i o n (Bab-i 
D e f t e r i ) , Land Records Department 
( D e f t e r h a n e ) , • and t h e i r branch 
o f f i c e s . This chapter has been i n ­
cluded i n order t o f a c i l i t a t e a 
proper understanding and e f f i c i e n t 
e v a l u a t i o n of the document c l a s s i ­
f i c a t i o n s . 

The second chapter gives a b r i e f 
h i s t o r y of the archives i n the 
l i g h t o f p r e v i o u s l y unpublished 
documents. 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n work done so f a r i s 
exp l a i n e d i n the t h i r d chapter. 
This chapter i s d i v i d e d i n t o two 
p a r t s ; one g i v i n g an account of 
work accomplished d u r i n g the O t t o ­
man p e r i o d and the other d e s c r i b i n g 
work done since the proclamation 
of the Republic. 

The f o u r t h chapter presents c o l ­
l e c t i o n s p r e s e n t l y open t o r e ­
searchers. Each c o l l e c t i o n i s d e a l t 
w i t h s e p a r a t e l y w i t h a d e s c r i p t i o n 
of i t s c o n t e n t s , primary charac­
t e r i s t i c s , c h r o n o l o g i c a l l i m i t s , 
c atalogues, i n v e n t o r i e s , and i n ­
dexes, i f any. 

The f i f t h chapter describes the 
r e g i s t e r c o l l e c t i o n s . These types 
of r e g i s t e r s are one of the cha­
r a c t e r i s t i c s of Ottoman bureaucra­
cy. Dates and s e r i a l numbers are 
given i n most cases. These c o l l e c ­
t i o n s are grouped under the t h r e e 
main headings of the I m p e r i a l 
C o u n c i l ( D i v a n - i Humayun), Grand 
V i z i e r a t e (Bab-i A s a f i ) , and 
Land Records O f f i c e ( D e f t e r h a n e ) . 

The s i x t h chapter contains i n f o r ­
mation about documents and r e g i s ­
t e r s not i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o s p e c i f i c 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n groups. 

The seventh chapter i n t r o d u c e s the 
Bab-i A l i Records Department 
(Bab-i A l l Evrak Odasi), i t s i n -



coming and outgoing correspondence 
r e g i s t e r s , and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , po­
l i t i c a l , j u r i d i c a l , and other mis­
cellaneous documents kept t h e r e . 
This chapter also includes some 
i n f o r m a t i o n on the r e g i s t e r s of the 
Specia l Provinces O f f i c e (Miimtaze 
Kalemi), a branch of the Bab-i 
A l i Records Department, and of the 
F i n a n c i a l A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ( D e f t e r -
hane). 

The present c l a s s i f i c a t i o n system, 
i n v e n t o r y and c a t a l o g u i n g work, and 
c o d i f i c a t i o n used a t the Ottoman 
Archives, are described i n the 
e i g h t h chapter. 

The n i n e t h chapter gives an account 
of the procedures f o r applying t o 
do research at the Prime M i n i s t r y ' s 
Ottoman Archives, r e g u l a t i o n s of 

these a r c h i v e s , and c o n d i t i o n s w i t h 
which researchers must comply dur­
in g the course of t h e i r research. 

The present work represents the 
completion of one of the p r o j e c t s 
of the Centre concerning a r c h i v e s . 
I b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s and s i m i l a r 
p u b l i c a t i o n s on the archives of 
othe r I s l a m i c and Arab c o u n t r i e s 
w i l l enable i m p o r t a n t progress t o 
be made i n r e i n f o r c i n g the h i s t o r i c 
t i e s between these c o u n t r i e s and 
make p o s s i b l e a close cooperation 
i n c u l t u r a l f i e l d s . I t i s my s i n ­
cere wish t h a t the present work 
c o n s t i t u t e an i n s p i r a t i o n f o r the 
f u r t h e r research necessary on the 
Ottoman Archives. 

Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu 
IRCICA D i r e c t o r General" 

IRCICA WELCOMES RAJA FUZIAH Bt. 
RAJA TUN UDA 
THE NEW DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL 

IRCICA i s pleased t o announce t h a t 
Raja Fuziah b i n t i Raja Tun Uda, who 
was p r e v i o u s l y a member of both 
IRCICA Governing Council and the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r the 
Pr e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l 
H e r i t a g e , j o i n e d IRCICA very r e ­
c e n t l y , as Deputy D i r e c t o r General. 

Before j o i n i n g IRCICA, Raja Fuziah 
b i n t i Raja Tun Uda was the D i r e c t o r 
General of Malaysian H a n d i c r a f t 
Development Corporation i n Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia, where she was 

i n v o l v e d i n the development of 
c r a f t s and the p r e s e r v a t i o n and 
promotion of c r a f t s people. W i t h i n 
t h i s c o n t e x t , Raja Fuziah b i n t i 
Raja Tun Uda p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the 
work of the World C r a f t s Council 
f o r some years and has been the 
Council's Vice-President f o r Asia 
d u r i n g 1982-1984. C u r r e n t l y , she 
i s a l so the Deputy Chairman of the 
N a t i o n a l Advisory Council f o r the 
I n t e g r a t i o n of Women i n Development 
(NACIWID), an adv i s o r y body t o the 
Government of Malaysia. 

The Centre i s happy t o have Raja 
Fuziah b i n t i Raja Tun Uda among i t s 
s t a f f and would l i k e t o take t h i s 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o express i t s appre­
c i a t i o n and thanks f o r her v a l u a b l e 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o i t s work d u r i n g 
her membership i n i t s Governing 
C o u n c i l . 

We wish Raja Fuziah b i n t i Raja Tun 
Uda a l l the success i n her new 
work. 
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EGYPT 

Standing E x h i b i t i o n 
'of I s l a m i c Books 

A standing e x h i b i t i o n of Is l a m i c 
books was inaugurated r e c e n t l y a t 
the I s l a m i c Centre i n Cairo. On 
d i s p l a y was a r i c h c o l l e c t i o n o f 
books about I s l a m i c c i v i l i s a t i o n 
and h e r i t a g e . The aim of the exhi­
b i t i o n i s t o encourage the youth 
t o read important books i n d i f f e ­
r e n t branches of I s l a m i c c u l t u r e , 
w h i l e also serving as an opportu­
n i t y f o r book l o v e r s and the gene­
r a l p u b l i c t o meet and exchange 
views and experiences. 

ENGLAND 

"The Genius of Arab 
C i v i l i s a t i o n " on the Radio 

This i s the t i t l e of a series of 
broadcasts presented by BBC's Ara­
b i c s e c t i o n since l a s t October. The 
se r i e s aims at g i v i n g an overview 
of s c i e n t i f i c and i n t e l l e c t u a l 
progress achieved d u r i n g c e n t u r i e s 
i n the regions under Arab and I s ­
lamic r u l e , which prepared the 
ground f o r f u r t h e r s c i e n t i f i c ad­
vancement i n subsequent c e n t u r i e s . 
The advice, works and opinions of 
Arab and European experts and 
scholars have been used i n the 
p r e p a r a t i o n of the ser i e s which i s 
t o continue f o r a few months. 

GERMANY, F.R. 

E x h i b i t i o n on " I s l a m i c Arts 
Throughout Centuries" 

The j o u r n a l "Asharq ul-Awsat" dated 
14 November 1986 r e p o r t s t h a t a 
larg'e e x h i b i t i o n on I s l a m i c a r t s 
was organised i n November 1986 i n 

the Chlous Capetbourg Palace near 
Dasbadrof, c a p i t a l c i t y o f the 
State of Nordre'in, Westphalia. The 
e x h i b i t i o n was organised by a group 
o f experts and i n s t i t u t i o n s under 
the d i r e c t i o n of the I s l a m i c A r t s 
Museum of West B e r l i n . Most of the 
items on d i s p l a y were from t h i s 
museum, but there were also samples 
from p r i v a t e c o l l e c t i o n s . The ex­
h i b i t i o n covered d i f f e r e n t periods 
of I s l a m i c h i s t o r y i n c l u d i n g the 
Umayads, Abbasids, Safawis, Tulu-
n i s , F a t i m i s , S e l j u k i s , Ayyubis and 
Memluks. A s p e c i a l s c t i o n was de­
voted t o remnants of Muslim Anda­
l u s i a . Among the o b j e c t s d i s p l a y e d , 
t h e r e were p o t t e r i e s , glassworks, 
o b j e c t s made of various metals, 
j e w e l l e r y , c a r p e t s , as w e l l as 
Arabic and Persian manuscripts, 
bookbindings and p a i n t i n g s . 

The I s l a m i c A r t s Museum i n West 
B e r l i n which d i r e c t e d the o r g a n i ­
s a t i o n o f t h i s e x h i b i t i o n contains 
more than 2000 h i s t o r i c items, 
among which are a manuscript copy 
of the Quran w r i t t e n i n the second 
Century H i j r a and an o l d "Mihrab" 
remaining from the 16th Century. 
The museum i s considered as the 
l a r g e s t o f i t s k i n d o u t s i d e the 
I s l a m i c w o r l d . 

JORDAN 

Cre a t i o n of an I s l a m i c 
Academy of Sciences 

Establishment of an I s l a m i c Academy 
of Sciences i n Amman was announced 
a t a conference inaugurated by H.R. 
H. Crown Prince Hasan b i n T a l l a l 
o f Jordan i n October 1986. Scholars 
and experts from d i f f e r e n t I s l a m i c 
c o u n t r i e s p a r t i c i p a t e d a t the con­
ference t o discuss and decide upon 
the S t a t u t e of the Academy, i n ­
c l u d i n g i t s founding members, as 
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w e l l as consecutive stages of i t s 
establishment. A c t i v i t i e s of the 
Academy w i l l be centered around 
long-run planning s t r a t e g i e s f o r 
the s c i e n t i f i c development of I s ­
lamic c o u n t r i e s . 

MALAYSIA 

H.E.Tunku Abdul Rahman, f i r s t 
Secretary General of QIC received 
IRCICA D i r e c t o r General 

W i t h i n the p e r i o d of the Congress, 
Prof. Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, 
IRCICA D i r e c t o r General, and Raja 
Fuziah b t . Raja Tun Uda, a member 
of the Governing Council of IRCICA 
were re c e i v e d by H.E. Tunku Abdul 
Rahman Putra A l - H a j , f i r s t Secre­
t a r y General of the OIC. During the 
meeting, IRCICA D i r e c t o r General 
presented i n f o r m a t i o n about a c t i ­
v i t i e s and achievements of IRCICA 
and i t s f u t u r e work t o H.E. Tunku 
Abdul Rahman, who expressed h i s 
a p p r e c i a t i o n and s a t i s f a c t i o n over 
a c t i v i t i e s of the Centre and i t s 
e f f o r t s t o promote I s l a m i c c u l t u r e . 

Congress of Muslim L i b r a r i a n s and 
I n f o r m a t i o n S c i e n t i s t s f o r m a l i s e d 

The Congress of Muslim L i b r a r i a n s 
and I n f o r m a t i o n S c i e n t i s t s (COMLIS) 
held i t s second meeting i n Univer-
s i t i Utara Malaysia on 20-22 Octo­
ber 1986. P a r t i c i p a n t s from d i f f e ­
r e n t I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s as w e l l as 
I n d i a , People's Republic o f China, 
Singapore, S r i Lanka, Thailand and 
the U.S.A. attended the meeting t o 
present research papers, as w e l l 
as proposals r e l a t i n g t o the ne­
cessary steps t o be taken t o pro­
mote i n f o r m a t i o n exchanges and co­
o p e r a t i o n among l i b r a r i e s . Paper 
p r e s e n t a t i o n s were d i s t r i b u t e d 
among the f o l l o w i n g working ses­
sions: "Problems of Access t o - I n ­
f o r m a t i o n on I s l a m and Challenges 
to L i b r a r i e s and I n f o r m a t i o n 
Centres"; "Promotion of Educational 
and L i t e r a c y Programmes"; "Towards 
I s l a m i c Foundations f o r L i b r a r i a n -
ship and I n f o r m a t i o n Services"; 
" L i b r a r y Cooperation i n the Muslim 
World"; "Access t o I n f o r m a t i o n f o r 
N a t i o n a l Development and Challenges 
and Prospects f o r L i b r a r i e s and 
I n f o r m a t i o n Centres"; "Towards Im­
proved Access t o I n f o r m a t i o n " . 
IRCICA was represented at the 
meeting by i t s D i r e c t o r General, 
who presented a paper on l i b r a r y 
c o operation i n the Muslim w o r l d . 

PAKISTAN 

Fourth I s l a m i c Medicine Conference 
hel d i n Karachi 

The Fourth I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conference 
on I s l a m i c Medicine, which was 
convened j o i n t l y by the I s l a m i c 
O r g a n i s a t i o n f o r Medical Sciences 
of Kuwait and Hamdard Foundation 
of P a k i s t a n , was h e l d on 9-13 No­
vember 1986, under the high p a t ­
ronage of H.E. Z i a u l Haq, P r e s i -
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dent o f Pakistan. 48 research pa­
pers i n t o t a l were presented d u r i n g 
the sessions, f o l l o w e d by extensive 
d i s c u s s i o n about the t o p i c s cover­
ed. The themes of the sessions can 
be grouped as f o l l o w s : 

A. Heritage of Prophetic Medicine: 

- Documentation of the Prophet's 
Speech i n the f i e l d of Medicine 

I s l a m and Preventive Medicine 

- Prevention i n I s l a m 

B. A p p l i e d Research 

- P r o h i b i t i o n and Reservation i n 
I s l a m 

- Aims and Objec t i v e s of A l Sha-
r i a h as mentioned i n Quran and 
Sunnah 

- A p p l i e d Heritage i n the f i e l d 
o f M e d i c i n a l Plants 

- I s l a m and P s y c h i a t r y 

D i f f e r e n t subjects were covered i n 
working sessions under the above-
mentioned t i t l e s . IRCICA was r e ­
presented at the meeting by i t s 
D i r e c t o r General Prof.Dr. Ekmeled-
d i n I h s a n o g l u , who presented, on 
the f i r s t day of the conference, a 
research paper on "Turkish manu­
s c r i p t s on the Prophetic Medicine", 
and assumed the co-Chairmanship of 
the t h i r d session under the theme 
of A p p l i e d Research. 

PALESTINE 

"The Arab Press i n P a l e s t i n e " 

The I n s t i t u t e o f P a l e s t i n i a n Stu­
dies (Lebanon) r e c e n t l y published 
a work t i t l e d "The Arab Press i n 
P a l e s t i n e : 1876-1948" The author 
i s Mr. Yusuf K. Khouri. The work 
i s a reco r d of the P a l e s t i n i a n 
press media over the p e r i o d , g i v i n g 
t i t l e s o f newspapers, t h e i r pub­
l i s h e r s , c h i e f e d i t o r s , dates of 
f i r s t and l a s t issue, and v a r i o u s 
o t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n . I t also contains 
d e t a i l e d annexes about Arab p e r i o ­
d i c a l s and the l e g i s l a t i o n a p p l i ­
cable t o the press i n the Ottoman 
p e r i o d and under the B r i t i s h r u l e . 

SAUDI ARABIA 

Arab C a l l i g r a p h y i n Manuscripts 

This was the theme of an e x h i b i t i o n 
organised r e c e n t l y at the King 
F a i s a l Centre f o r I s l a m i c Studies 
and Research i n Riyadh. There were 
about 150 manuscripts on d i s p l a y , 
s e l e c t e d t o represent d i f f e r e n t 
s t y l e s of Arab c a l l i g r a p h y and i t s 
development throughout h i s t o r y and 
w i t h respect t o d i f f e r e n t r e g i o n s . 

TURKEY 

Symposium on Science and 
Technology i n the Years 2000 

An i n t e r n a t i o n a l symposium on 
"Science and Technology i n the 
Years 2000" was organised on 5-7 



SPOTLIGHT ON CULTURAL NEWS 

November 1986 i n I s t a n b u l , by the 
I s t a n b u l Technical U n i v e r s i t y and 
the j o u r n a l "Insan ve Kainat" (Man 
and U n i v e r s e ) . Papers presented a t 
the meeting focused on the pers­
p e c t i v e s of s c i e n t i f i c and techno­
l o g i c a l advancement i n Turkey i n 
the l i g h t of t e c h n o l o g i c a l deve­
lopments world-wide. They d e a l t 
w i t h v a r i o u s branches of science, 
such as bio-technology, physics, 
chemistry, energy, i n f o r m a t i o n , 
i n d u s t r y , m i c r o e l e c t r o n i c s , e t c . A 
great number of s c i e n t i s t s and 
scholars from Turkey and abroad 
p a r t i c i p a t e d a t the symposium, i n ­
c l u d i n g Prof. Dr. Abdus Salam, No­
be l P r i z e winner P a k i s t a n i p h y s i ­
c i s t , whose paper was about 
"Sciences i n the I s l a m i c World". 
A f t e r the symposium, a group of 
p a r t i c i p a n t s i n c l u d i n g Prof.Dr. 
Abdus Salam v i s i t e d IRCICA and were 
b r i e f e d about i t s a c t i v i t i e s . 

U.S.A. 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Symposium on "Seerah" 

The T h i r d I n t e r n a t i o n a l Symposium 
on Seerah i s t o be held i n C a l i ­
f o r n i a on 26-27 December 1986, on 
the theme of "The Prophet's Seerah 
i n t he face of contemporary c h a l ­
lenges". « Muslim t h i n k e r s and scho­
l a r s from d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s w i l l 
a t t e n d the meeting, which w i l l be 
cha i r e d by Sheikh Mohammed Mutawali 
Sharawi and organised by the I s ­
lamic A s s o c i a t i o n of C a l i f o r n i a . 
The preceding symposium held two 
years ago was one of the g r e a t e s t 

I s l a m i c events t h a t took place i n 
the U.S.A. The aim of the symposium 
i s t o b e t t e r e x p l a i n , t o a l a r g e 
audience, the noble p r i n c i p l e s and 
high values of the Prophet Mohammed 
(P.B.U.H.). An e x h i b i t i o n o f I s ­
lamic books w i l l also be held on 
the occasion of the symposium. 

U.S.S.R. 

Reference work on I s l a m i c c u l t u r e 

The I n s t i t u t e of O r i e n t a l Studies 
of the Academy of Sciences intends 
t o p u b l i s h a voluminous work which 
w i l l c o n t a i n a r t i c l e s on I s l a m i c 
h i s t o r y and c u l t u r e throughout the 
c e n t u r i e s . The I n s t i t u t e also pub­
l i s h e s a p e r i o d i c a l on I s l a m i c c i ­
v i l i s a t i o n , d e a l i n g w i t h a wide 
range of t o p i c s i n c l u d i n g language 
and l i t e r a t u r e , s o c i a l and economic 
problems and vari o u s c u l t u r a l 
issues. 

P u b l i c a t i o n about Arab Manuscripts 

A guidebook of Arab manuscripts 
found a t the Leningrad s e c t i o n o f 
the I n s t i t u t e o f O r i e n t a l Studies 
was published r e c e n t l y . The I n t r o ­
d u c t i o n , w r i t t e n by Anis Khalidov, 
well-known o r i e n t a l i s t of the U.S. 
S.R. gives i n f o r m a t i o n about the 
manuscripts and t h e i r authors. The 
works covered belong t o the p e r i o d 
between the 8th and the 19th cen­
t u r i e s and they are c l a s s i f i e d 
according t o t h e i r s u b j e c t s . 



IRC1CA IN THE PRESS 
"Al-Arbaa", Saudi Arabia 

An i n t e r v i e w w i t h IRCICA D i r e c t o r 
General was published by t h i s 
weekly i n September 1986, g i v i n g 
i n f o r m a t i o n on the Centre's r e ­
search p r o j e c t s , already published 
books and forthcoming works, as 
w e l l as i t s l i b r a r y . Reference was 
also made t o a c t i v i t i e s of the I n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r the 
Pr e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l 
Heritage and i t s p r o j e c t s , espe­
c i a l l y the King Fahd Awards Compe­
t i t i o n and the C a l l i g r a p h y Compe­
t i t i o n . 

"Arab Heritage Newsletter". 
Kuwait 

No. 26, J u l y 1986 issue of t h i s 
j o u r n a l published by the I n s t i t u t e 
o f Arab Manuscripts a f f i l i a t e d t o 
the Arab Organisation f o r Educa­
t i o n , C u l t u r e and Science (ALECSO) 
contains the r e s o l u t i o n of i t s 
Executive Council concerning coo­
p e r a t i o n w i t h IRCICA i n the c u l ­
t u r a l f i e l d , and announces the 
Centre's books t i t l e d "Catalogue 
of Manuscripts i n the Kopriilu L i ­
b r a r y " and " I n t e r n a t i o n a l D i r e c t o r y 
of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l I n s t i t u t i o n s " . 
Furthermore, issue no. 27 dated 
September-October 1986 of the same 
j o u r n a l also published an a r t i c l e 
about IRCICA; the a r t i c l e mentions 
t h a t f i v e years have elapsed since 
the e l e c t i o n of the Centre's f i r s t 
Governing Council and t h a t a Spe­
c i a l Issue of IRCICA Newsletter 
(no. 11) was published on t h i s 
occasion. D e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n i s 
given on o b j e c t i v e s , research pro­
j e c t s , e x h i b i t i o n s , conferences and 
seminars o f the Centre, as w e l l as 
a l i s t o f i t s p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

"Xinhua". China 

An a r t i c l e by Qian Wenrong pub­
l i s h e d i n Xinhua B u l l e t i n dated 22 
J u l y 1986 describes IRCICA, i t s 

premises and i t s d i f f e r e n t a c t i v i ­
t i e s i n d e t a i l . The author had v i ­
s i t e d the Centre t o re c e i v e i n f o r ­
mation about i t s o b j e c t i v e s and 
p r o j e c t s . I n the a r t i c l e , he enu­
merates and introduces the works 
published by the Centre, i n c l u d i n g 
b i b l i o g r a p h i e s , catalogues and 
other research works. He also gives 
i n f o r m a t i o n about the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
meetings organised by the Centre 
and q u a l i f i e s the l a t t e r as an 
i n s t i t u t i o n which i s developing 
r a p i d l y . 

A r t i c l e s i n t r o d u c i n g 
IRCICA P u b l i c a t i o n s 

"Al-Wifaq A l - A r a b i " . Jordan 

21-28 October 1986 issue of the 
weekly announced the p u b l i c a t i o n 
o f the guidebook of "Ottoman Ar­
ch i v e s " j o i n t l y by IRCICA and the 
Research and Documentation Centre 
of the U n i v e r s i t y of Jordan. The 
a r t i c l e gives i n f o r m a t i o n on the 
form and contents o f the book. 

"Dustur". Jordan 

An a r t i c l e by Professor Ahmed Ana-
ny, e l a b o r a t i n g upon the p u b l i c a ­
t i o n o f the "Ottoman Ar c h i v e s " 
guidebook, was pub l i s h e d i n the 22 
October 1986 issue of the j o u r n a l . 
The a r t i c l e i s t i t l e d : "Great News 
f o r H i s t o r i a n s " . I t r e f e r s t o a 
previous a r t i c l e i n the same j o u r ­
n a l announcing the p u b l i c a t i o n o f 
the guidebook and emphasizes t h a t 
the problem w i t h Ottoman Archives 
was the l a c k o f well-developed ca­
talogues prepared by experts i n 
t h i s f i e l d . The author, who has 
v i s i t e d the Ottoman Archives many 
times b e f o r e , p o i n t s out t h a t the 
Archives are very l a r g e and v a r i e d 
and t h a t the i n d i c a t i o n s and ex­
p l a n a t i o n s given i n the catalogue 
would f a c i l i t a t e the t a s k o f r e ­
searchers". 



"Koprii". Turkey 

September 1986 issue of "Koprii" 
( b r i d g e ) j o u r n a l contains an a r ­
t i c l e reviewing the studies com­
p l e t e d by IRCICA since i t s estab­
lishment and l i s t i n g the catalogues 
and other reference works t o be 
published i n the near f u t u r e . The 
a r t i c l e q u a l i f i e s the Centre as a 
dynamic i n s t i t u t i o n having made 
numerous accomplishments i n a short 
p e r i o d . This a r t i c l e accompanies 
an i n t e r v i e w w i t h IRCICA D i r e c t o r 

General, which gives explanations 
on a c t i v i t i e s undertaken by IRCICA 
i n the f i e l d of I s l a m i c c u l t u r a l 
h e r i t a g e i n i t s c a p a c i t y as the 
S e c r e t a r i a t o f the Heritage Com­
mis s i o n , as w e l l as the i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l seminars organised by the 
Centre and the research p r o j e c t t o 
be undertaken j o i n t l y w i t h r e l e v a n t 
i n s t i t u t i o n s o f the North Cyprus 
Tu r k i s h Republic under the p a t r o ­
nage of H.E. Rauf Denktas, Pre­
s i d e n t of NCTR, t o r e g i s t e r I s l a m i c 
h e r i t a g e assets i n t h i s c o u ntry. 



OBSERVATIONS ABOUT IRCICA 

V i s i t o r s ' Impressions 

H.E.Dato Rals Yatlm signing 
the Centre's book 

* On 22 November 1986, IRCICA was 
honoured by the v i s i t of M i n i s t e r 
of Foreign A f f a i r s of Malaysia H.E. 
Dato Rais Yatim. The M i n i s t e r , who 
was on an u n o f f i c i a l v i s i t t o I s ­
t a n b u l , received i n f o r m a t i o n about 
research p r o j e c t s of the Centre, 
saw the d i f f e r e n t sections i n i t s 
premises and v i s i t e d the e x h i b i t i o n 
on bookbinding t h a t was being h e l d 
at C i t Qasr. The M i n i s t e r r e c o r ­
ded h i s impressions on the V i s i t o r s 
Book of the Centre as f o l l o w s : "An 
endeavour of t h i s s t a t u r e and 
importance should receive every 
support from a l l t r u e Muslims the 
w o r l d over. May A l l a h bestow a l l 
t h a t endeavour". 

* Prof.Dr. Abdus Salam, Nobel P r i z e 
winner P a k i s t a n i p h y s i c i s t and 
D i r e c t o r of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Centre f o r T h e o r e t i c a l Physics i n 
T r i e s t e , I t a l y , v i s i t e d the Centre 
on 6 November 1986. The d i s t i n ­
guished guest was v i s i t i n g I s t a n b u l 
t o a t t e n d the i n t e r n a t i o n a l sympo­
sium on "Science and Technology i n 
the Years 2000" held on 5-7 Novem­
ber 1986 (see " S p o t l i g h t on C u l t u ­
r a l News-Turkey"). He received i n ­
f o r m a t i o n about research p r o j e c t s 
of the Centre and expressed h i s 
a p p r e c i a t i o n of the work of the 
Centre. His impressions were as 
f o l l o w s : " I t i s a great experience 
t o d i s c o v e r k i n d r e d souls w i t h s i ­
m i l a r ideas but worked out i n a 

s c h o l a r l y way on the h i s t o r y of 
s c i e n t i f i c thought of Islam. May 
A l l a h bless your work and i t may 
succeed even more ... May your work 
spur the younger generation t o 
emulate t h e i r d i s t a n t past and en­
gage i n developing sciences today". 

Prof.Dr.Abdus Salam at IRCICA 
* "My v i s i t t o the Centre i s a me­
morable one. I t i s one example of 
how we are capable of o r g a n i s i n g 
and making achievements i n various 
aspects of our h i s t o r y and c u l t u r e . 
I t i s organised i n a s c i e n t i f i c way 
and I hope the system w i l l be emu­
l a t e d a l l over the I s l a m i c w o r l d " . 

Dr. Mohammed A f z a l , P r e s i d e n t , 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l I s l a m i c U n i v e r s i t y 
Islamabad,Pakistan, 15 October 1986 

* " I am d e l i g h t e d t o have had the 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o v i s i t t h i s Centre 
and t o admire the immense progress 
you have made. Please accept my 
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s and my very good 
wishes f o r the f u t u r e s c h o l a r l y 
work o f the Centre. The search f o r 
t r u t h and understanding i s our 
common task, and we s h a l l a l l pro­
f i t from i t s successful p u r s u i t " . 

Prof.Dr. Bernard Lewis, Dept. of 
Eastern Studies, P r i n c e t o n Univer­
s i t y , U.S.A. 19 September 1986 

* " I am happy t o v i s i t t h i s Centre 
and be informed about i t s a c t i v i ­
t i e s i n the s e r v i c e of I s l a m i c 
c u l t u r e and h e r i t a g e . I congratu-



l a t e the D i r e c t o r General of the 
Centre and h i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d c o l ­
leagues f o r t h e i r noble e f f o r t s . 
May God help them". ( o r i g i n a l : 
A r a b ic) 

Mr. Salem Azzam 
Secretary General, I s l a m i c Council, 
London, England 8 October 1986 

* "We v i s i t e d the Research Centre 
f o r I s l a m i c H i s t o r y , A r t and Cul­
t u r e on 20 October 1986 and we were 
happy t o see how I s l a m i c h i s t o r y 
i s g l o r i f i e d i n the Centre ... as 
w e l l as the books published by the 
Centre, each of which co n t a i n a 
wealth of knowledge about a l l t h a t 
which c o n s t i t u t e the g l o r y of Islam 
i n t h i s country .... I n t h i s v i s i t , 
I am accompanied by Dr. Ibrahim 
Abdallah, member of the Fundamen­
t a l i s t Society i n Sudan and Prof. 
Amin Bernani, Legal Advisor of the 
I s l a m i c Production Society, on the 
occasion of the I s l a m i c Banking 
Conference. We wish those working 
at the Centre ensure i t s success 
and i t s development under the aegis 
of the OIC". ( o r i g i n a l : Arabic) 

Prof.Dr. Hamid A l - A l i m , Dean of 
Quranic F a c u l t y , Omdurman I s l a m i c 
U n i v e r s i t y , Sudan 20 October 1986 

* " I s l a m has put sciences and 
s c i e n t i s t s i n a p r i v i l e g e d p o s i ­
t i o n . The f i r s t order t o men was 
"read!" which i s the very p r i n c i p l e 
by which science becomes a task. 
... We were happy t o v i s i t the Re­
search Centre f o r I s l a m i c H i s t o r y , 
A r t and C u l t u r e i n I s t a n b u l and t o 
see i t s headquarter b u i l d i n g s as 
w e l l as t o understand i t s s i g n i f i ­
c a t i o n . ... The task of the Centre 
i s a mission of I s l a m i c c i v i l i s a ­
t i o n . . . " ( o r i g i n a l : Arabic) 

Egyptian Delegation a t F i r s t 
I s l a m i c Banking Conference 
( I s t a n b u l ) 21 October 1986 

E d i t o r ' s Post 

With the l a s t issue of i t s News­
l e t t e r , IRCICA had c i r c u l a t e d a 
small n o t i c e asking i t s readers 
whether they would l i k e t o continue 
t o r e c e i v e the Newsletter. Res­
ponses they sent u n t i l now have 
been a source of pleasure f o r the 
Centre. The m a j o r i t y of i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s and p e r s o n a l i t i e s on our 
m a i l i n g l i s t answered a f f i r m a t i v e ­
l y , s t a t i n g t h a t the Newsletter i s 
u s e f u l t o them as a means of i n ­
f o r m a t i o n about I s l a m i c c u l t u r e and 
c u l t u r a l events. We would l i k e t o 
thank our readers f o r t h e i r i n t e ­
r e s t and have the pleasure of 
q u o t i n g below some such encouraging 
comments: 

"For our I n s t i t u t e your b u l l e t i n 
c o n s t i t u t e s one of the most i n f o r ­
mative media t o keep i n touch w i t h 
a c t u a l developments i n the contem­
porary w o r l d of I s l a m i c c u l t u r e . " 

Dr. Gerd-R. Puin, Dept. of O r i e n t a l 
S t u d i e s , Saarlandes U n i v e r s i t y , 
Saarbrucken, W. Germany 

" I t i s my pleasure t o gain know­
ledge about a c t i v i t i e s o f IRCICA 
... the i n f o r m a t i o n p r i n t e d i s very 
v a l u a b l e but a column should be 
i n c l u d e d covering comprehensive 
research a c t i v i t i e s of i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s , u n i v e r s i t i e s , e t c . " 
M.M.Qureshi, Karachi, Pakistan 

"Your c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the under­
standing of the I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e 
i s most valuable and I f o l l o w w i t h 
g r e a t i n t e r e s t your development." 
Mr.F.D.Safaie-Brown, G u i l d f o r d , 
England 

"...Your Newsletter i s h i g h l y es­
teemed by the members of our De­
partment of O r i e n t a l Studies." 
Prof.Dr. Klaus K r e i s e r , Bamberg 
U n i v e r s i t y , Bamberg, W. Germany 



BOOK REVIEWS 

Xenial H.Xarpac: OTTOMAN POPULATION 
1320-1914 Demographic and S o c i a l 
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , rhe : J n i v e r 3 i c y o f 
W i s c o n s i n ? r 3 s s , Madi3on, W i s c o n s i n 
1933, (.Tvi)^2*2 pp. ( E n g l i s h ; 

P o p u l a t i o n movements - e m i g r a t i o n s , 
i m m i g r a t i o n s , d i f f e r e n t forms o f 
human s e t t l e m e n t and demographic 
and s o c i a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f r e ­
l i g i o u s and s t h n i c m i g r a n t commu­
n i t i e s have been i n f l u e n c i a l , 
t h r o u g h o u t h i s t o r y , i n d e t e r m i n i n g 
s o c i e t i e s ' c u l t u r a l , s o c i a l and 
economic L i f e and t y p e s of p o l i t i ­
c a l o r g a n i s a t i o n . The same was t r u e 
f o r t h e Ottoman s o c i e t y where the 
t r a n s i t i o n o f t r a d i t i o n a l r e l i g i o u s 
c o m m u n i t i e s i n t o e t h n i c a l l y d i s ­
t i n c t s t a t e s has been g r e a t l y i n ­
f l u e n c e d by p o p u l a t i o n s h i f t s and 
demographic t r e n d s . However, s t u ­
d i e s d e a l i n g w i t h t h e l a s t c e n t u r y 
o f t h e Ottoman Smpire and the h i s ­
t o r y o f i t s s t r u c t u r a l t r a n s f o r m a ­
t i o n had p a i d l i t t l e r e g a r d t o 
f a c t o r s o t h e r t n a n the e f f e c t s of 
f o r e i g n i n t e r v e n t i o n or l i b e r a l , 
m o d e r n i s t r e a c t i o n s to the a u t o ­
c r a t i c system. P r o f . D r . Xamal Xar-
p a t b r i n g s a c o m p l e t e l y new p e r s ­
p e c t i v e t o the a n a l y s i s o f t h i s 
p r o c e s s u s o f t r a n s f o r m a t i o n by a 
c l e a r , o b j e c t i v e and comprehensive 
s u r v e y o f t h e developments i n the 
s i z e , g r o w t h r a t e and v a r i o u s d i s ­
t r i b u t i o n s o f the Ottoman p o p u l a ­
t i o n on t h e b a s i s o f i t s r e l i g i o u s / 
e t h n i c c o m p o s i t i o n , as m a j o r agents 
t h a t p r e p a r e s the ground f o r p o l i ­
t i c a l d i s r u p t i o n anc a i s i n t a g r a t i o n 
o f t h e Empire. 

A n o t h e r d i s t i n c t i v e f e a t u r e o f the 
s t u d y i s r e l a t e d to i t s c o v erage. 
A l m o s t a i l o f t h e p r e v i o u s l y pub­
l i s h e d demographic s u r v e y s o f Ot­
toman p o p u l a t i o n were l i m i t e d t o 
s p e c i f i c r e g i o n s and e s p e c i a l l y t o 
the European p a r t o f t h e t e r r i t o r y . 
P r o f . D r . X a r p a t ' s worlc c o v e r s the 

e n t i r e Ottoman r e a l m and t h e r e f o r e 
• c o n s t i t u t e s , a t the same t i m e , a 
r i c h r e f e r e n c e about Ottoman popu­
l a t i o n r e c o r d s r e l a t i n g t o t h e 1 9 t h 
and e a r l y 2 0 t h c e n t u r i e s . The 119-
page " S t a t i s t i c a l Appendices," sec­
t i o n p r e s e n t s t h e s t a t i s t i c a l d a t a 
s u p p o r t i v e o f the a u t h o r ' s q u a l i ­
t a t i v e a n a l y s i s . T h i s s e c t i o n 
b r i n g s t o l i g h t p r e v i o u s l y una­
v a i l a b l e d a t a , w h i c h have been 
c o l l e c t e d f r o m T u r k i s h a r c h i v e s 
t h r o u g h h a r d and time-consuming 
work r e q u i r i n g c o n s i d e r a b l e s e a l 
and p a t i e n c e , and t h e n c o l l a t e d and 
s y s t e m a t i z e d . The a r c h i v a l m a t e r i a l 
used by t h e a u t h o r f o r the purpose 
are t h e r e c o r d s o f p o p u l a t i o n cen­
suses c o n d u c t e d by t h e Ottoman 
S t a t e a t d i f f e r e n t y e a r s , and t h e 
Yearbooks (Oalnames; i s s u e d by t h e 
S t a t e and p r o v i n c e s . These sources 
g i v e t h e most r e l i a b l e and con­
s i s t e n t p o p u l a t i o n d a t a , s i n c e t h e 
ma j o r aim o f S t a t e censuses was t o 
make an a c t u a l c o u n t o f t h e popu­
l a t i o n f o r ta:: p u r p o s e s , m i l i t a r y 
p u r p o s e s , the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f mu­
n i c i p a l b o u n d a r i e s and b u i l d i n g 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i n most u s e f u l l o ­
c a t i o n s , as t h e a u t h o r e x p l a i n s . 
N e v e r t h e l e s s , t e c h n i c a l a d j u s t m e n t s 
were n e c e s s a r y i n o r d e r t o ensure 
c o m p a r a b i l i t y among i n d i c a t o r s 
r e l a t i n g t o d i f f e r e n t censuses. 

T h i s alone r e q u i r e d a s t u d y o f 
c o n c e p t s and methods used i n O t t o ­
man p o p u l a t i o n c o u n t s , a f t e r w h i c h 
n e c e s s a r y a d j u s t m e n t s and e s t i m a ­
t i o n s were made f o r t a b u l a t i o n . 
R e s u l t s o f t h e s a i d s t u d y are a l s o 
p r o v i d e d i n t h e work, as w e l l as 
an e v a l u a t i o n o f demographic s t a ­
t i s t i c s c o n t a i n e d i n o t h e r s o u r c e s 
such as t h e w r i t i n g s o f f o r e i g n 
d i p l o m a t i c r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s and 
m i l i t a r y p e r s o n n e l . The S t a t i s t i c a l 
A p p e n d i c e s ' s e c t i o n I p r e s e n t s Ot­
toman p o p u l a t i o n s t a t i s t i c s a c c o r d ­
i n g t o census d i s t r i c t s and r e l i -



gious and et h n i c d i s t r i b u t i o n f o r 
d i f f e r e n t years; s e c t i o n I I gives 
the n a t i o n a l and r e l i g i o u s group 
populations i n various provinces, 
s e c t i o n I I I focuses on the popula­
t i o n o f I s t a n b u l and i t s n a t i o n a l -
r e l i g i o u s composition i n the 19th 
and e a r l y 20th c e n t u r i e s and f i ­
n a l l y , s e c t i o n IV presents data on 
major demographic, s o c i a l and 
occup a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of 
Ottoman p o p u l a t i o n i n the l a t e 19th 
century. 

The c r u c i a l issue of mig r a t i o n s and 
e s p e c i a l l y immigrations t o the Ot­
toman t e r r i t o r y , w i t h t h e i r socio­
economic and c u l t u r a l impacts, i s 
d e a l t w i t h i n Chapter 4 i n the 
a n a l y t i c a l p a r t of the work. This 
a n a l y s i s i s f o l l o w e d , i n Chapter 
5, by a study of the po p u l a t i o n of 
I s t a n b u l and i t s s o c i a l and econo­
mic t r a n s f o r m a t i o n , as the micro­
cosm of the Ottoman State. The i n ­
crease of I s t a n b u l ' s p o p u l a t i o n i n 
the 19th century, the high r a t e of 
u r b a n i s a t i o n , the occupational 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of the po p u l a t i o n 
according t o r e l i g i o u s and ethn i c 
groups and changes on c u l t u r a l and 
s o c i a l scores r e f l e c t the same 
trends observed i n the case of the 
e n t i r e Ottoman p o p u l a t i o n . 

By i t s very subject m a t t e r , as w e l l 
as i t s q u a l i t a t i v e and q u a n t i t a t i v e 
analyses, t h i s work c o n s t i t u t e s an 
in v a l u a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o scho­
l a r s h i p . I t would be most u s e f u l 
f o r those d e a l i n g w i t h Ottoman 
h i s t o r y , s o c i a l and economic h i s ­
t o r y and researchers i n t e r e s t e d i n 
A n a t o l i a , the Middle East and the 
Balkans. 

Zeynep I n a l 
Economist 

Arab League Ed u c a t i o n a l , C u l t u r a l 
and S c i e n t i f i c O r g a n i s a t i o n and 
Arab Bureau of Education f o r the 
Gulf States, "METHODS OF 
ORIENTALISTS IN ARAB-ISLAMIC 
STUDIES", Riyadh, 1985, 2 volumes, 
440+632 pp. (A r a b i c ) 

This i s a c o l l e c t i o n of a r t i c l e s 
about Quranic s t u d i e s , Sunna, 
Seerah, I s l a m i c f a i t h , I s l a m i c law 
and j u r i s p r u d e n c e , philosophy, 
h i s t o r y , language and l i t e r a t u r e . 
The f i r s t p a r t , by Dr. Tuhami Nakra 
i s about Quranic s t u d i e s made by 
o r i e n t a l i s t s , w i t h an e v a l u a t i o n 
of what i s t r u e i n t h e i r asser­
t i o n s , as w e l l as t h e i r m i s i n t e r ­
p r e t a t i o n s and f a l s e assumptions. 

I n the s e c t i o n about the Seerah of 
the Prophet (P.B.U.H.) Dr. Mohammed 
Mustafa Azami elaborates upon 
o r i e n t a l i s t Shakht and the Sunna; 
a s e c t i o n by Dr. Amadeddin H a l i l 
deals w i t h contemporary E n g l i s h 
o r i e n t a l i s t Montgomery Watt who 
t r i e s t o assess the e r r o r s of h i s 
predecessors and contemporaries. 
This o r i e n t a l i s t ' s study about the 
mission of Prophet Mohammed i s 
examined by Dr. J a f a r Sheikh D r i s s 
w i t h respect t o i t s methodology. 
Another a r t i c l e by Dr. Mohammed 
Ayad J a b i r i , t i t l e d "The O r i e n t a ­
l i s t conception i n I s l a m i c p h i l o ­
sophy, i t s nature and i t s i d e o l o ­
g i c a l and methodological elements" 
deals w i t h previous s t u d i e s about 
o r i e n t a l i s m , w h i l e the p a r t by Dr. 
Mohammed Ben Abud i s about the 
metholdogy f o l l o w e d by o r i e n t a l i s t s 
i n the study of I s l a m i c h i s t o r y 
since mid-19th century. 

Methods and procedures of o r i e n t a ­
l i s t s are examined i n d e t a i l i n 
t h i s work which a l s o contains 
examples of o r i e n t a l i s t s ' w r i t i n g s 
about Arab-Muslim h i s t o r y . Those 
i n t e r e s t e d i n t h i s s u b j e c t w i l l 
f i n d the work i n t e r e s t i n g and i n ­
for m a t i v e and ideas and st u d i e s i t 
co n t a i n s , p e n e t r a t i n g and p r e c i s e . 



A C U L T U K A L I N d 111 U 11UN 
DAR "UL ISLAM 

ABIQUI, NEW MEXICO, U.S.A. 

I n t h i s s e c t i o n , IRCICA p r e s e n t s 
t h e i n f o r m a t i o n r e c e i v e d f r o m Dar 
u l I s l a m i n A b i q u i , a s m a l l v i l ­
l a g e a m i d s t m o u n t a i n s and r i v e r s 
i n New M e x i c o , w h i c h t u r n e d i n t o a 
M u s l i m e n v i r o n m e n t w i t h i t s own 
r e l i g i o u s , e d u c a t i o n a l and economic 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . W i t h a mosque, a 
medresa by i t s s i d e and s m a l l domed 
houses, a l l made o f m u d - b r i c k , t h e 
v i l l a g e o f f e r s t o s i g h t an unex­
p e c t e d , d r e a m - l i k e scene. T h i s i s 
i n f a c t n o t an o r d i n a r y v i l l a g e , 
b u t an i n n o v a t i v e e x p e r i m e n t i n i ­
t i a t e d by a F o u n d a t i o n named Dar 
u l I s l a m . 

The F o u n d a t i o n p r o v i d e d IRCICA w i t h 
a f i l e o f i n f o r m a t i v e m a t e r i a l 
about t h s v i l l a g e a n d a c t i v i t i e s 
C o n d u c t e d t h e r e i n , i n w h i c h i t i s 
r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e f o u n d e r s o f t h e 
v i l l a g e a re a M u s l i m American 
c o u p l e , e n v i r o n m e n t a l p l a n n e r Nur-
e d d i n e Durlcee a nd h i s w i f e N u r a 
Durkee who, a f t e r s t u d y i n g I s l a m 
i n Saudi A r a b i a , t o o k t h e i n i t i a ­
t i v e o f b u i l d i n g a w h o l l y M u s l i m 
e n v i r o n m e n t i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . 
They o b t a i n e d f i n a n c i a l a i d and 
c r e a t e d t h e Dar u l I s l a m Founda­
t i o n , w h i c h p u r c h a s e d about 8000 
ac r e s o f l a n d i n A b i q u i and s t a r t ­
ed, i n 1 9 8 1 , t o b u i l d t h e mosque. 
A t t h i s s t a g e , Mr. Hassan F a t h y , 
an E g y p t i a n a r c h i t e c t known f o r h i s 
l i f e l o n g i n t e r e s t i n a p p r o p r i a t e 

b u i l d i n g t e c h n o l o g i e s , came t o t h e 
v i l l a g e . Mr. F a t h y d e s i g n e d t h e 
mosque, t h e s c h o o l and, h e l p e d by 
h i s masons, he i n t r o d u c e d t h e a r t 
o f b u i l d i n g t r a d i t i o n a l homes by 
means o f s u n - d r i e d m u d - b r i c k s . 

M u s l i m f a m i l i e s , m o s t l y o f American 
o r i g i n , l i v e i n t h i s v i l l a g e . The 
m a j o r i t y a r e employed i n new cons­
t r u c t i o n s o r i n t h e I s l a m i c s c h o o l . 
I t i s u n d e r s t o o d t h a t one o f t h e 
most i m p o r t a n t a s p e c t s o f t h e p r o ­
j e c t i s e d u c a t i o n and t r a i n i n g f r o m 
t h e M u s l i m p o i n t o f v i e w . T r a i n i n g 
programs f o r M u s l i m t e a c h e r s have 
a l r e a d y s t a r t e d and t h e y are f o r 
l a n g u a g e , l i t e r a t u r e , n a t u r a l 
s c i e n c e s ) s o c i a l s s i s n c ? ? ^ v i r a n 
l e s s o n s . 

On t h e e c o n o m i c s i d e , t h e p u r p o s e 
i s t o d e v e l o p a s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t 
community w h i c h w o u l d s u p p o r t i t ­
s e l f t h r o u g h a g r i c u l t u r a l f a r m i n g , 
f i s h i n g , a n i m a l husbandry and han­
d i c r a f t s . The development o f t r a ­
d i t i o n a l a r t s w i l l c o n s t i t u t e ; an 
a d d i t i o n a l s o u r c e o f r evenues. The 
f o u n d e r s o f t h e v i l l a g e have p r o ­
v i d e d an e n v i r o n m e n t where t h o s e 
who want t o l e a r n about I s ] a m c o u l d 
come and g e t i n t o u c h w i t h M u s l i m 
l i v i n g h a b i t s , s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s and t r a d i t i o n s . 



R E C E N T I R C I C A P U B L I C A T I O N S 

WORLD BIBLIOGRAPHY OF TRANSLATIONS CATALOGUE OF MANUSCRIPTS IN THE 
OF THE MEANING OF THE HOLY QURAN, 
P r i n t e d T r a n s l a t i o n s 1515-1980, 
1986, 1000 pages (Eng., Preface 
also i n Ar.) 

This book i s the product of c o n t i ­
nuous e f f o r t s made by t h e C e n t r e 
i n t h e X a s t f i v e y e a r s t o c o l l e c t 

the translations of the Holy Quran 
i n d i f f e r e n t languages, study them, 
scan numerous r e f e r e n c e works and 
d i s c u s s w i t h e x p e r t s i n l i b r a r i e s 
and museums. The r e s u l t i n g b i b l i o ­
graphy provides i n f o r m a t i o n about 
2672 works which are the o r i g i n a l s , 
copies and d i f f e r e n t e d i t i o n s of 
551 c o m p l e t e t r a n s l a t i o n s and 883 
incomplete t r a n s l a t i o n s and selec­
t i o n s i n 65 d i f f e r e n t languages. 
The b i b l i o g r a p h y contains three 
separate indexes. The f i r s t index 
i s f o r t r a n s l a t o r s , e d i t o r s and 
exegesists. The second i s the t i t l e 
index w h i l e the t h i r d l i s t s the 
t r a n s l a t i o n s i n the order of t h e i r 
dates of p u b l i c a t i o n , comprising 
anonymous and undated works as 
w e l l . The preface of the b i b l i o ­
graphy gives the f i n d i n g s of a de­
t a i l e d study of the h i s t o r y of 
Quran t r a n s l a t i o n s from the begin­
nings of Islam t o our time, con­
t a i n i n g also some sayings by emi­
nent e x e g e s i s t s . 

P r i c e : US$ 80.- (Plus package and 
postage: US$ 20.- f o r America, 
USSR, Japan and China and US$ 10.-
f o r a l l o t h e r c o u n t r i e s ) . 

KOPRULt) LIBRARY, 1986, 1000 pages 
(mainly i n Ar., Preface i n Eng.) 

The Koprulii L i b r a r y i n I s t a n b u l 
contains one of the world's most 
important c o l l e c t i o n s of manu­
s c r i p t s , composed of n e a r l y 2773 
v o l u m e s u n d e r 3500 t i t l e s , and 
c o v e r i n g t h e f i e l d s o f Q u r a n i c 
s e U n e e s , h i s t o r y , philosophy, na­
t u r a l sciences, mathematics, e t c . 
IRCICA p u b l i s h e d a c a t a l o g u e of 
t h e s e m a n u s c r i p t s i n t h r e e v o l u m e s 
w h i c h e x c e e d 1000 p a g e s i n t o t a l . 
The Preface of the book gives the 
h i s t o r y of the c o l l e c t i o n and ex­
p l a i n s the methodology f o l l o w e d i n 
t h e p r e p a r a t i o n o f t h e c a t a l o g u e . 
Photographs of some of the o r i g i n a l 
manuscripts are also p r e s e n t e d . 

The f i r s t group of manuscripts i n 
the c o l l e c t i o n , compiled by Kop­
r u l i i F a z i l Ahmed Pasha, i s covered 
i n the f i r s t volume of the ca t a ­
logue. The second volume deals w i t h 
the remaining p a r t of the f i r s t 
group, and the manuscripts c o l ­
l e c t e d by Haci H a f i z Ahmed Pasha 
b i n Numan Pasha, w h i l e the t h i r d 
volume covers the c o l l e c t i o n of 
Mehmed Asim Bey who was also a 
member of the Kopriilu f a m i l y . 

P r i c e : US$ 60.- f o r the whole 
catalogue; US$ 25.- per volume 
(Plus package and postage: per 
volume US$ 10.- f o r America, USSR, 
Japan and China and per volume US$ 
5.- f o r a l l o t h e r c o u n t r i e s ) . 



RECENT IRCICA PUBLICATIONS 

THE OTTOMAN ARCHIVES, A Guide t o 
the Documents Preserved i n the 
Prime M i n i s t r y ' s Ottoman Archives 
i n I s t a n b u l , 1986, 22+522 (Arabic) 

The r i c h a r c h i v a l m e t a r i a l t r a n s ­
m i t t e d t o the Turkish Republic from 
the Ottoman State, i s a unique and 
au t h e n t i c source f o r the h i s t o r y 
of many Is l a m i c c o u n t r i e s . Scho­
l a r l y c i r c l e s and researchers are 
aware of the q u a l i t a t i v e and quan­
t i t a t i v e r i c h e s of these archives. 

IRCICA and the Centre f o r Archives 
and Manuscripts of the U n i v e r s i t y 
of Jordan have j o i n t l y published 
t h i s guidebook w i t h the aim of 
g i v i n g d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n on the 
contents of the archives and f a c i ­
l i t a t i n g the search f o r desired 
i n f o r m a t i o n . The book also contains 
the b r i e f h i s t o r y o f the Ottoman 
a r c h i v e s , a d e s c r i p t i o n of the 
present c l a s s i f i c a t i o n and coding 
systems used at the archives and 
explanations of archive r e g u l a ­
t i o n s , as w e l l as the procedures 
f o r a p p l y i n g t o do research. A m i n i 
g l o s s a r y of Ottoman a r c h i v a l terms 
and a b i b l i o g r a p h y are included at 
the end. The b i b l i o g r a p h y covers 
the references t o which the compi­
l e r s had recourse and other se­
l e c t e d p u b l i c a t i o n s concerning the 
Prime M i n i s t r y ' s Ottoman Archives. 
The guidebook i s composed of ten 
chapters. I t i s i n Arabic. 

P r i c e : US$ 30.- (Plus package and 
postage: US$ 10.- f o r America, 
USSR, Japan and China and US$ 5.-
f o r a l l other c o u n t r i e s ) . 

UNION CATALOGUE OF PERIODICALS 
IN ARABIC SCRIPT FOUND IN ISTANBUL 
LIBRARIES (1828-1928), 1986, 664 
pp. (Preface i n three languages) 

This union catalogue has been pre­
pared by Mr. Hasan Duman, D i r e c t o r 
General of L i b r a r i e s , M i n i s t r y of 
Cul t u r e and Tourism of Turkey. I t s 
Preface i s by Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin 
Ihsanoglu, IRCICA D i r e c t o r Gene­
r a l . The catalogue contains f u l l 
b i b l i o g r a p h i c i n f o r m a t i o n about 
1804 t i t l e s of p e r i o d i c a l s i n d i f ­
f e r e n t languages p r i n t e d i n Arabic 
s c r i p t . Annotations are also given 
t o i n d i c a t e the l i b r a r i e s i n which 
the p u b l i c a t i o n s can be found and 
t h e i r c a l l numbers and describe the 
e x i s t i n g issues. The f o l l o w i n g 
indexes and l i s t s are given i n the 
catalogue t o f a c i l i t a t e i t s use: 
name index of those who c o l l a b o ­
r a t e d i n the p u b l i c a t i o n of the 
p e r i o d i c a l s ; index of places of 
p u b l i c a t i o n and p u b l i s h e r s ; s u b j e c t 
index; E n g l i s h and Arabic glossary 
f o r the su b j e c t index; t i t l e index 
i n Arabic s c r i p t ; d i s t r i b u t i o n of 
p e r i o d i c a l s according t o languages 
and c o u n t r i e s , e t c . The Preface, 
the b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l explanations 
and annotations and the i n d i c a t i o n s 
f o r indexes are t r i l i n g u a l , i n 
En g l i s h , Arabic and Tu r k i s h . IRCICA 
hopes t h a t t h i s catalogue w i l l f i l l 
a gap and c o n s t i t u t e an example and 
reference f o r f u r t h e r s t u d i e s i n 
t h i s f i e l d . 

P r i c e : US$ 25.- (Plus package and 
postage: US$ 10.- f o r America, 
USSR, Japan and China and US$ 5.-
f o r a l l other c o u n t r i e s ) . 
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