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EDITORIAL

This issue of the Newsletter co-
vers mainly the recently concluded
international symposium which was
the first in a series to be held
by the Centre on the Important
subjects of Islamic history, art
and culture. This is a statutory
requirement as well as the decl-
sion of the first meeting of the
Governing Council. The interna-
tional symposium on the "Common
Principles, Forms and Themes of
Islamic Arts” was indeed the big-
gest event in the short 1ife of
the Centre.

It also synchronised with the
'"Islamic Arts Exhibition' of the
Turkish Government which added
further to the event.

The Symposium, with the grace of
Allah, proved a great success. In
all, 44 participants presented

their papers. The Symposium was
also well represented from geogra-
phical wviewpoint. There were 17
scholars from the Arab world, 13
from the non-Arab Muslim world
including Turkey, and 14 from
Europe and MNorth America. A mea-
sure of the success of the Sympo-
gium’ can be judged from the number
of appreciative letters we Te-
ceived. Some extracts from these
letters are given In the News-
letter under the caption of "Views
and Reviews."

The papers will be published in a
book form which will be a wvaluahle
addition to the literature on the
subjects In this issue of the
Newsletter, we are carrying =a
brief report won all the Working
Sessions. We have restrieted our-
selves to giving the names of the
gpeakers, their topics and the
country of erigin.

Mailing Address+ P.0O.Box 24, Besiktas - Istanbul - Turkey
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Besiktas - Istanbul
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A 1list of the participants and
delegates 1s given at the end.A
total number of 115 distinguished
scholars and delegates attended
the Symposium.

This issue also carries reports on
the opening ceremonies of the
Symposium as well as the 'Islamic
Arts Exhibition' of the Turkish
Government. A separate article
captioned "Sidelights" 15 also
being published in addition to the
“Proposals and Recommendations”
and “"The Istanbul Declaration.”

The 2nd meeting of the Governing
Council was held on 16-17 April
1983. The first meeting of The
International Commission for the
Preservation of Islamic Cultural
Heritage took place on 21st April
1983. Brief reports on these two
important events are also being
given in this issue.

The important wvisit of the Frime
Minister of Malaysia to the Centre
has been dealt with in a separate
article highlighting Malaysia's
contribution to the Islamic Cul=-
ture. The 1last article carries a
few Centre news which are given in
brief.

It can be seen from the extra-
ordinary size of this {issue that
the by-gone half-yearly period has
been full of intensive activity
and important events. That is also
why many regular, permanent fea-
tures could not find place in this
issue. It is hoped that all this
material will make interesting
reading and we shall look forward
to your views and comments.

May Allah guide us to the right
path. Amin !

Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu
Editor-in-Chief
===
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INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON “THE
COMMON PRINCIPLES, FORMS AND THEMES OF

ISLAMIC ART” 18 - 22 APRIL 1983

THE OPENING CEREMONY
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H.E. Mr. Habib Chatty, Secretary General of the 0.I.C., delivering his opening
speech.

The holding of =eeminars, confe- Cultural Centre where the stage
rences and symposia on the sub- wag decorated with the flags of
jects of Islamie histery, art and Turkey and 0.1.C. countries ,and

culture is a requirement written banners carrying the subject of

in the establishment statute of the Symposium were hung on each
the Center. The first meeting of corner. H.E. Mr. Habib Chatty,
the Governing Council also called Secretary General of the 0.I.C.,
upon the Center to organise a H.E. Mr. BRakary Drame, Assistant
seminar on Islamic Art. It was Secretary General for Cultural and
gald in the report (Clause 6[a]): Social Affairs of the O0IC and

Islamic Solidarity Fund, H.E.Mr.
Ilhan Evliyaoflu, Turkish Minister
of Culture and Tourism and Dr.

"The Center will take the opportu- Ekmeleddin Ihsanoflu, Director
nity of the exposition on Islamic General of the Centre were present
Art which will be organised by the when the ceremony started with the
Turkish Goverment in Istanbul on recitation of the Holy Quran.

the occasion of the celebration of

the 15th. Century of Hijra, to In his opening speech .H.E. Habib
organise a meeting on "The Phile- Chatty, Secretary General of the
sophy of Islamic Art" or“"The In- 0.1.C., expressed his deep appre-
fluence of Islamie Art on The ciation and thanks to Turkish
Other Arts.” Government and Turkish people for

hosting the symposium in Istanbul,
"A fine and wvenerable eity which

The Symposium was organised bet- may be regarded as one of the
veen 18-22 April 1983. The opening impregnable bastions of Islamic
ceremony was held in the impres-— civilization whose splendour has

gsive hall of the Atatirk shown all over the world."




Giving the precise reason which
prompted the 0.I.C. in deciding
the celebration of the 15th Cen-
tury Hijra, he remarked :

"Expressing the desire of entire
Islamic Ummah, the 0.I.C. wanted
to make the beginning of the new
Century of the Hijra a great occa-
sion not only for celebrating the
start of a century but also for
indueing Muslims first of all to
study the reasons for their pain-
ful underdevelopment, then to
analyse the factors of their awa-
kening and accordingly to work
together in a spirit of Islamie
Solidarity for the renaissance of
their eternal  Theritage, their
resplendent civilization and their
glorious and radiant history™. He
praised the ecoordination of ef=-
forts between the Turkish Govern-—
ment and the Centre in celebrating
the 15th Century Hijra and cited
the simultaneous opening of the
Symposium and Islamic Art Exhibi-
tion as an example of the scilen-
tific endeavours of the Centre and
sald : "In conclusion, T must
commend the zeal of the Research
Centre of Islamle History, Art and
Culture and its accomplishments
over the past three years under
the guldance of its Director
Ceneral, Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu
to whom T wish continued success.”

H.E. Mr Ilhan Evliyaoglu, Minister
of Culture and Tourism of the
Republic of Turkey, welcomed H.E.
Mr.Habib Chatty, participants and
members of the press, to the city
of Istanbul and Turkey. He under-
lined the importance of Hijra of
the Holy Prophet and expressed the
opinion that Islamic Art was the
product of synthesis. Local and
regional cultures were supple-
mented not supplanted. The moti-
vating force behind all the crea-
tive activity was derived from the
Islamic faith and its principles
of unity, equality and fraternity.

Talking about fostering unity in
the ranks of muslims, he said :
"Today, the first and foremost
problem of the Islamic World is to
live in solldarity, helping each
other without any distinction of
language, vrace or mnation. It 1s
our deep hope that this Symposium,
held in the year of 1403 of the
Hijra, will be instrumental in
opening an era of unification and
integration for the Islamic World,
through the pursuance of faith and
scientific activities.” He praised
the role of Istanbul Research
Centre in the promotion and dis-
semination of Islamie Culture and
expressed the thope of Turkish
Goverment for greater collabora-
tion within the Islamie World in
order to strengthen the spiritual,
artistic and cultural ties.

Mr. M. Aziza, a UNESCO represen—
tative, conveyed the apology of
the Seecretary General of UNESCO
for his inabllity to attend this
important Symposium due to his
other commitments. He expressed
UNESCO's appreciation of the 1im-
portant theme of the Symposium. He
dwelled upon the diversity and
complexity of Islamic Art from
Timbuktoo 1in Mali to "Taj Mahal™
in India but at the same time
characterised by a deep unity as
regards its spirit and aim. He
said the Symposium interested
UNESCO for two reasons i

"Firstly because it 1s taking
place within the framework of the
celebrations of the 15th Century
Hijra, to which the UNESCO has
also contributed positively. Se-
condly because the title of the
Symposium 1is significant and re-
minds us not only of the unifying
character of the Islamic art and
civilization but also the unity of
the Tslamie Community as a whole




Mr. Abdelhadi

Hautaleb, Director
General of 1IS5SESCO, also spoke on
the occasion. While making a de-
tailed comparison between Islamic
art and other pre-Islamic arts
such as Hellenic art, Pagan art or
Foman art, he thought that the
Islamic art was wvery near to na-
ture and everyday life. In his
opinion, mosque architecture is
the true transmitter of Islamic
Art. He spoke comprehensively
about assimilative character of
Islamic art and its eventual in-
tegration with Persian, African
and Hellenic Arts but only after
the infusion of its own spirit. He
praised the success of the Sympo-
sium.

Dr. Ekmeleddin Thsanoflu, Director
General of the Centre, welcomed
the distingnished guests to the
Symposium. He recounted the posi-
tive results achieved by the
Centre within a short span of
three vyears. Among others,these
included, attaining its diplomatic
status, publication of books such

as "Ottoman Yearbooks™, “The Mus-
1im Pious Foundations and Real
Estates 1in Palestine”, "Adresses

of Cultural Institutions in the
0.1.C. Countries” and the "News-
letter”. He also sought the assis-
tance of the participants with
regard to ongoing research pro-
jects especially in the
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preparation of a "World Biblio-
graphy of the Translations of the
Meanings of the Holy Quran” and
the "World Guide-Book of Islamic
Cultural Institutions”. He in-
formed the audience that the pre-
sent Symposium, is the first im a
series that will take place co—
vering other iImportant themes in
the domain of Islamic history, art
and culture. At the end, he
thanked H.E. Mr. Habib Chatty,
H.E. Mr. Bakary Drame and others
in the Secretariat for thelir ac-
tive support without which the
Symposium ecould not have been
materialised. He also expressed
his pratitude to the members of
the Organising Committee for their
expert advice. He expressed hisg
utmost thanks and deep apprecia-
tion to the Turkish Government
especially in the person of H.E.
Mr. Ilhan Evliyaofglu and the Mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs for
their unfailing support since the
establishment of the Centre.

At the end of the opening Cere-
mony, two documentaries on Islamic
Arts  prepared by the Centre were
shown. The first related to the
art of Calligraphy and the great
Calligrapher, the late Mr. Hamid
Aytag. The second was about "gil-
ding” and "illumination”, the arts
of the book and other islamic
decorations.




SYMPOSIUM: THE WORKING
SESSIONS

(18 APRIL 1983)

Working Session 1

The opening session of the Symposium was followed by two working sessions in
the evening. The first working session started with Princess Wijdan All in the
chair. The fellowing scholars read their papers in this session.

1. Prof. Dr. Abdul Aziz Kamel: The Religion And Creativity In Islamic

(Kuwait) Art (Ar.)
2. Dr. Ekrem Hakki Ayverdi: - The Development of Architecture In Islam
{Turkey) (Fr.)
3. Prof.Dr. Oktay Aslapapa: - The Devolopment of Konya Sel juk
(Turkey) Carpets(Eng.)
4. Dr. Emel Esin: = The Quranic Verses And the Hadith, as
(Turkey) SBources of Inspiration In Islamic Art
{Eng.}

Discussion :

After the speakers read their papers, a brief discussion followed which mainly
centered around a few debateable points raised in the paper of Dr. Emel Esin.

Working Session 2

This session started after the coffee break. Prof.Dr.Abdul Aziz Kamel presided
over this session. The following speakers read their papers.

1. Dr. Afif Bahnassi: = The stars In The Geometrical Arabesque
(Syria) (Ar.)
2. Dr. Safwan Tell: = The Principles Of Islamic Art

(Jordan) (Ar.)




H.E. Mr. Habib Chatty, Secretary General of the 0.I.C. attending one of the

working sessions.Sitting on his left : Dr. Ekrem Hakki Ayverdi, a Famous
Turkish architect.

3. Prof. Dr.Hamed Adjabbi: ~ Islamic Art, Its Common Principles
(Tunisia) Themes And Forms (Ar.)

4. Dr. Abdulhadl Tazi: ~ Water Clock Of The 8th Century Hijra In
(Moroceo ) The Tower Of al-Qarawiyin University In

Morocco (Ar.)

Discussion :

The discussion which mainly revolved round the paper of Dr. Bahnassi and was
mostly in the nature of seeking explanations.

Dr. Mohammad Sijelmassi from Marocco asked whether the speaker had excluded
calligraphy from his: study as it only explains the geometrical and floral
designs.The speaker explained that he had not , in his paper, touched upon
Calligraphy which, according to him, could be taken as a high example of
ereativity in Islamiec Arts.

Mr. Bida Habib from Tunis wanted to know why the speaker had omitted the men-
tion of the essential sources on which his hypothesis about the stars in
Arabesque was based. The speaker explained that the reference to this effect
existed in his detailed paper. Prof.Dr.Ismail Al-Farugi remarked that it was
important to know which ‘parts of Islamic Arts had been borrowed from the
previous civilization . Mr. Safwan Tell thought that the origin of the floral
decorations could be traced back to previous civilizations such as Byzantine,
Roman, Egyptian etc. He also opined that Islamic arts are not based on man or
his achievements. Dr. Afif Bahnassi then explained the peometrical forms of
stars. The chairman of the session emphasised the need for compilation of an
Islamic Dictionary of Arts in order to effect coordination in the terminology.




19th April 1983

Working Session 3 :

The third werking session of the Symposium started at 9 AM. Dr. Afif Bahnassi
chaired the segsion. The following scholars read their papers.

1. Prof.Dr. Aptullah Kuran: — Interiority And Exterioity In
{Turkey) Turkish Architecture (Eng.)
2. Dr. Stefano Bianca: — Unity And Variety In The Domestic
(Switzerland) Architecture In Islam (Eng.)
3. Prof. Dr. Janine — Rewival OFf Seljuk Art In The Iranian
Sourdel-Thomine Regions (Fr.)})
(France)

A view of the distinguished delegates and scholars.
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4. Prof.Dr. Mehmet Qlusg Arik: - An Essay On Form Determining Factors

{Turkey) In Islamic Architecture (Eng.)
5. Mr. Yousuf Natsheh: — The Architecture 0f Islamiec Jerusalem:
({Jerusalem) Our Duties (Eng.)

Discussion @

The papers presented in this session were very interesting. The audience were
moved by the sllides of monuments of occupled Jerusalem shown by Mr. Yousuf
Natsheh, Director Of Department of Islamic Archaeclogy in Jerusalem, depicting
the poor condition of the buildings. The chairman drew the attention of all
Islamiec Governments and international bodies such as UN and UNESCO to act
before it was too late. "It is mot only an Islamic heritage but a human heri-
tage, "he said, "and ways and means must bhe found to preserve it." He also
agreed with the suggestion of Mr. Yousuf Natsheh that a photographic exhibi-
tion of the historieal remains of Jerusalem may be arranged which should
travel to all Muslim countries. Another scholar proposed the establishment of
a Fund for the preservation of this heritage which is In danger.

Working Session 4 :

Prof.Dr. Biillent Ozer chaired this session. The following speakers read their
pAPErS.

1. Prof. Dr. Dominique Sourdel: - City Architecture In The Medieval
(France) Islamic World (Fr.)
2. Mr. Ali Louarti: — Some reflections about the Aesthetic
{Tunisdia) Unity Of Islamic Art (Ar.)
3. Arch. Dr. Turgut Cansever — The Basiec Issues Of Islamic
(Turkey) Architecture (Eng.)
4. Dr. Peter Andrews: — The Culmination Of The Islamic
({Germany ) Dome In India/Pakistan (Eng.)

Working Session 3 i

This session started after the lunch-break. Dr. M. Saleh El1 Mahdi was the
chairman as well as one of the speakers. The following scholars read their
papers:

1. Arch.Mr. Ayub Malik: = The Contemporary Muslim City (Eng.)
(England)




Another working session in progress. A view of the distinguished participants.

2. Dr. M. Saleh E1 Mahdi:
(Tunisia)

3. Dr. Mahmoud Guettat:
{Tunisia)

4. Mr. Ercimend Berker:
(Turkey)

5. Dr. Mohamed S5ijelmassi:
{(Morocco)

6. Prof. Dr. Nurhan Atasoy:

(Turkey)

7. Dr. Abdulaziz Dauletli:
{Tunisia)

The Impact Of Turkish Music On Arabic

Musie (Ar.)

RBeflections On The Common Elements In

The Art Of Islamic Music (Fr.)

The Reciprocal Influence Between The
Turkish Music and Islam (Fr.)

The Signs Of Tattooing : An Artistic

Expression In The Popular Arts (Fr.)

An Important Source For Researches In

The Near East: The Photograph Albums Of

The Yildiz Palace (Eng.)

Calligraphy: Essential Elements And

History (Ar.)

It was one of the longest sessions as the number of speakers was quite large.
Dr. M. Saleh El1 Mahdi, in elaborating the theme of his paper, sang some songs

in Arabic which bear the

imprint of Turkish music, which was liked as a

welcome diversion and was a pleasant surprise.

.
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Working Session 6 :

This was the last session of the day. Frof. Dr. Emin Bilgic from the
University of Ankara ,presided over the session. Only three speakers were
available to read their papers.

1. Mr. Yousuf Thannon: = The Thuluth Apnd Sources 0f Islamic
(Iraq) Art (Ar.)

2. Dr. Mohammad Cherifi: = Arable Seript : Its Originality
(Algeria) And Art (Ar.)

3. Dr. Bida Habib: = The Philosophical Dimensions And
(Tunisia) Beauty Of The Art Of Arabic

Calligraphy (Ar.)

The session was interesting as new light was shed on the subject of calligra-
phy and its manifold dimensions. The speakers traced the beginning of the art
of calligraphy, its sources, its essential features and the history of the
development of this fascinating Islamic Art.

The appeal made by Dr. Mohammad Cherlfi for the conservation of the art of
calligraphy was very timely as it 1s becoming more and more extinct due to the
lack of patronage. The paper of Dr. Bida Habib who termed calligraphy as the
“Spiritual Architecture" also stressed the same fact when he asked the au-
dience whether the story of this Islamic Art has fimally come to an end.

= e

Another view of the audience. Also seen in the picture (from left to
right)First row: Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Prof.Dr. Janine Sourdel and
Prof.Dr. Dominique Sourdel. 2nd row: Dr. Mahmoud Zouber.
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21st April 1983

Working Session 7 :

The Symposium reconvened after a day's break. On 20th April 1983, the dele-
gates participated in the Islamic Arts Exhibition opened by H.E. Bilend Ulusu,

the Prime Minister of Turkey.

The ceremony was held at the Ataturk Kultur

Merkezi. Seven different exhibits relating to different branches of Islamic
Arts were displayed at various places in Istanbul.

The 7th session started with Dr. Najmudine Bammate in the chair. The following

scholars presented their papers.

1. Eng. Dr. Ludvig Kalus:
(France)

2. Prof. Dr. Cevat Erder:
(Italy}

1. Dr. Siiha Ozkan:
(Switzerland)

4. Prof. Dr. Alexandre
Papadopoulo (France)

= The Art Of The Islamic Coins (Fr.)

— The ICCROM: International Centre Of
Study For The Congervation and the
Restoration of Cultural Heritage And
Its Concern for Islamic Countries And
The Conservation Of Their VWorks Of Art
(Fr.)

= Conception, Objectives And Development
of Aga Khan Avard.(Eng.)

- On the Aestheties of Islamic Art (Fr.)

After the papers were read, discussions were centered on the paper of Prof.

Alexandre Papadopoulo.

Uorking Session B :

This session started at 5 P.M. under the chairmanship of Dr. Ismail Al-Farugqi.
The following scholars read their papers:

1. Mr. Ibrahim Boolaky:
(U.K.)

= "The Combination of Arabic Principles
and Architectonic Forms In Islamic Art"”

(Eng.)
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2. Dr. Filiz Yenigehirlioflu: - The Ornamentation Of Islamic Ceramics:

(Turkey) The Forms In Space Created By The Forms"
(Fr.)
3. Mrs. Animah Syed Mohamed: = Contemporary Visual Arts In Malaysia.
(Malaysia) (Eng.)

The discussion at this session centered around currents of contemporary art in
the Islamic World.

22nd April 1983

Vorking Session 9 :

The session started at 9 A.M. under the chairmanship of Arch. Sami M. Anpawi,
Director of the Haij Research Centre. The following scholars read thelr papers:

1. Prof. Dr. Salahuddin Al-Munajjid:— The Pictures Of Makkah Al-Mukarramah and

(Lebanon) al-Medina Al-Munawwara in Manuscripts
(Ar.)
2. Prof. Dr. Metin And: = Uniformity And Diversity In Islamic
{Turkey) Theatrical Arts.(Eng.)
3. Prof. Dr. Giinsel Renda: = Portraiture In Islamie Painting. {Eng.}
(Turkey)

4. Prof. Dr. Lois Lamya Al-Faruqi: - The Islamization Of The Hagia Sofia
(U.5.A.) Plan. (Eng.)

Discussion:

Islamic civilization dis' a civilization of falth which is assigned priority
over other principles which are knowledge, aesthetlics and technique and this
was the notable point of discussion.

Working Session 10 :

Prof. Dr. Oktay Aslanapa chaired the session. The following scholars read
their papers:

l. Dr. Zeren Tanindi: = Illustrated Historical Texts In The
(Turkey) Islamic Manuscripts (Eng.)

13



2. Dr. Abdullah Saleh Taki: = About the Islamie Conception On Art

(Kuwait) {Ar.)
3. Prof. Dr. Ismail Al-Farugi: - Fipurative Representation And Drama:
(U.S.A.) their Prohibition And Transfiguration

In Islamic Art. (Eng.)

4. Dr. Ulkii Bates: = Ottoman Documents Concerning building
(U.5.A.) Activities In Mecca And Medina. (Eng.)

The papers presented at this session were very informative.

br. Ulkd Bates threw light on the importance of Ottoman imperial orders,
decrees and Imperial register books which provide detailed information about
the repairs and extension works of Holy Places in Mecca and Medina.
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H.R.H. Princess Wijdan Ali (Seated 3rd from right)} Presiding over the
concluding session,Prof. Dr. Abdul Aziz ¥amel, Adviser to H.E. the Amir of
Kuwait reading out the Istanbul Declaration on Islamic Arts.
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Concluding Working Session

Princess Wijdan Ali was the chairman of this last session, where only two
papers were presented.

1. Prof. Dr. Shaker Mustafa: = Elements of Unity in Islamic Art. (Ar.)
(Kuwait)

2. Prof. Dr. Najmuddine Bammate: =~ Calligraphy - The Principal Of Unity.
(France) (Eng.)

The final evaluation of the symposium was made by the delegates and partici-
pants after all the papers were read. Almost all the participants were unani-
mous in their opinion about the success of the symposium.

Even the date, place and subject of the next symposium were proposed and other
institutions were also advised and invited to take this lead and hold similar
symposiums.

Princess Wijdan Ali, summed up the Symposium by saying that a wide field had
been covered and advised the Islamic artists to portray the ordinary life,
progress and achievements of the people through their artistic works. She also
urged the "Muslim elders' to understand the problems of the contemporary ar—
tists and also offer them guidelines. S5he lamented the lack of soeial security
for the artists in the Islamic world and emphasised the need for restoring to
the artist the dignity and status that he deserves.

She thought it was not only the field of art that needs to be 'islamized' but
others such as economy, education must also be brought into line with the
spirit of Islam. She paid tributes to Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu for the suc-
cessful organisation of the Symposium. She described the Symposium as an event
of great importance not only for Turkey but also for the Islamle World. "The
artists and art historlans have immensely benefitted from each other and this
i8", "she thought” a constructive outcome of the Symposium.

LR
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SYMPOSIUM: THE
RECOMMENDATIONS AND
ISTANBUL DECLARATION

A Committee of scholars under the
chairmanship of Prof. Dr. Abdul
Aziz ¥amel was constituted. The
Committee drafted the recommenda—
tions and resolutions along with
the Istanbul Declaration on
Islamic Arts as a concrete outcome
of the Symposium. The draft rese-
lutions and Declaration were read
to the audience and approved
unanimously.

A: THE RECOMMENDATIONS
AND RESOLUTIONS

(1) The participants thanked
General Kenan Evren, the President
of Turkey, and the Prime Minister,
Mr. Balend Ulusu and the Minister
of Culture and Tourism, Mr. Ilhan
Evliyvaoglu and the Turkish people
for this Symposium and the Islamic
Exhibition. They also thanked H.E.
Mr.Habib Chatty, the Secretary
General of the 0.I.C. for this
Symposium by performing its
opening ceremony, and for his work
for the cause of Islamie ecultural
golidarity and his help for the
Research Centre for Islamie His-
tory, Art and Culture and to the
Islamic Solidarity Fund for its
support of this Symposium, and the
help they gave to the Director
General of the Centre, Dr. Ekme-
leddin Ihsanoglu, and to all ins-
titutions and authorised officials
for their cooperation in the or-

ganisation of the present Sympo-
sium.

(2Z) We propose the setting up of
an Institute for promotion and
improvement of <calligraphy to
serve the Islamlec World, with
perferably Istanbul as 1its head-
quarters.

We also propose the creation of a
special award in the name of the
greatest master of the contempo—
rary calligraphers, Hamid Al-Amidi
{Avtac)(May Allah Bless His Soul).
The Centre shall work out the
details about these awards. This
shall inspire the new gene-
rations of Muslims, and encourage
them to follow the examples of
great Muslim artists. For this
purpose exhibitions on calligraphy
shall be organised from time to
time in the capital Islamic Cities
for display of art of various
calligraphers, appraisal of their
work, and their encouragement on
governmental level and through
local and international Islamic
organisations and by publicising
their works.

{3) The preparation and publica-
tion of a lexicon of technical
terms, taking into consideration
and utilising fully the work that
has already been done 1in this
field, especially in Arab coun-
tries.

(4 We call for more help and
support for museums of Islamic Art
in Islamic capitals and cities in
view of their aesthetic and ins-
tructional wvalue, to demonstrate
the unity of Islamic Art omn the
whole despite the diversity found
in dits different schools and
fields, and to encourage setting
up of more exhibitions of Islamic
Art.

{5) The Symposium while it lauds
and praises the Centre for its
efforts especially recording the
works and 1lives of contemporary
calligraphers and artists in docu-
mentary films, calls for expansion
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of these efforts, so as to build
up a comprehensive library on
Islamic Art covering both the old
as well as the contemporary Art,
to make these documentaries easily
available to the younger Muslim
generation on the one hand, and to
mark a new stage in the history of
Art, and a new effort that will be
subjoined to the previous efforts
on the other hand.

We also note that the recording
and recognition of the works of
the contemporary artists dis far
better than erecting marble memo-
rials on their graves or composing
elegies after they passed away.

(6) The participants recommend
that this comprehensive Symposium
gshould be followed up by more
Symposia on art, about a specific
theme or more than one theme of
Islamic Art.

B: TSTANBUL DECLARATION ON
ISLAMIC ART

The contribution of the Republic
of Turkey iIn the celebrations
throughout the Islamic  world
marking the advent of the 15th
Hijra Century, 1its co-ocperation
with the organization of Islamic
Conference, its help and support
of the Research Centre for Islamic
History, Art and Culture, pro=
viding it with a permanent place,
and the help that it has given in
arranging the international Scien-
tifie Symposium on the common
principles, forms and themes of
the Islamic Art held on 5-9 Rajab
1403 A.H. (18-22 April, 1983) in
the city of Istanbul, and also the
way it has entertained and offered
hospitality to the reseach
scholars and offered them facili-
ties for wisits to places of

scientific and artistic interest,
all these shall leave a lasting
Impact and will be gratefully
remembered in the days to come.
The participants express their
gratitude to the President, the
Government and the people of Tur-
key, and hope that they shall
continue to offer their support to
artistie and scientific activi-
ties, so that the future of Islam
is brighter -and more glorious and
the Muslim CGovernments, Peoples
and Scholars come closer to each
other and co-operate with each
other 1in accordance with the
teachings of Islam.

The Symposium provided an ex-

cellent opportunity for exchange
of views, explanation, and ana-
lysis of problems, and for the

presentation of masterpieces of
Islamie arts and also for a new
future of Islamic arts through
fusion of principles and forms.

In this regard the
agreed on the
outlines :

I =The research scholars in
different fields of Islamic arts
are now endeavouring to link these
arts to thelr original Islamie
sources while trying to enlighten
through them the local and inter—
national artiatie influences.
Though there 18 multiplicity of
views on Islamic art and its in-
terpretations, the continuation of
dialogue shall produce  Dbetter

participants
following broad

understanding as well as apprecia-

tion of each other's views.

1I. =Joint meetings of spe-
clalists in Islamic law and arts
may be helpful to expand the area
of co-operation beetween them as
indicated by different subjects of
the main discussion :

a.Principles of jurispru-
dence based on Quran, the Book of
Allah and the traditions of the
Prophet.
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b.Opinions and commentaries
of jurists.

c.The artistic practices.

This brief deseription needs ex-
planation and elaboration through
further dialogue and intellectual
co-operation to open new vistas
before modern artistic practices
as well as elucidate some of the
problems that still continue to
generate a lot of heat and contro-
versy. One such problem is the
question of pictures of flar or
three dimensional bodies.Our pur-
‘pose here 1s to throw further
light on the subject by specia-
lists 4in this field and help in
producing a better coopération and
understanding.

I1T1. There are many contemporgry
artistic trends in the Islamiec
countries that seek to experiment
in correlating the principles with

the earlier Islamic artistic
efforts on the one hand, and with
the contemporary international

schools of art on the other. The
proponents of this group presented
some of their model works in the
Symposium in order to elicit the
view of their colleagues and ap-
praisal of these works. The Sympo—
sium discussed these aspects in
the limited time at dits disposal
but further dialogue 1s needed.
The future symposiums should help
achieve this purpose. The publica-
tions on art to be produced by the
Centre would also be helpful in
furthering this dialogue.

TV The contemporary trends of
art in the Islamic world reflect
beautiful aspects of daily life as
different Islamic peoples see
them, for TIslamie art does not
only mean big palaces or large
mosques, which are artistic crea-
tions that now form a part of
history of Islamic art.

There was enquiry about the share
of the labourers, the farmers and
the youth in the aesthetics of
Islamic ‘art. The creative art has
reflected this tendency very
clearly combining originality and
beauty with practical  utility,
while retaining a close link with
its oripinal Islamie sources.

V. The ‘art has not only an
aesthetic value, but it is also a
means of education, building up of
character, preserving and ensuring
continuity of a people’'s histori-
cal ddentity and eivilization. It
is our duty to absorb its concepts
into our educational programmes
and means of mass communication.

The participants also noted the
threat to the Islamie heritage
posed by outside agpression. A
recent example of this is the
repeated acts of apgpression of
Israel against the Al-Aqsa Mosque
and Al-Quds. This ecalls for re-
newed efforts for preservation of
whatever is left, and restoration
of what is destroyed through fire,
damage or usurpation.

VI. The Islamic historical monu-
ments are also at risk due to the
internal wurban expansion, especi-
ally in the cities and capitals of
Islamie countries. This increase
of population spoils the past in
the interests of the present, and
history for the material gain.
The two interests must be balanced
properly, the interest of preser-—
vation of our heritage and those
of the new generations for dwel-
ling and decent 1living condi-
tions. There are many examples to
be found in the capital cities
where similar problems were con-
fronted and successfully tackled.

VII There are certain Islamic
arts that do not occupy or need
much space; yet the pressure of
circumstances has kept them con-




fined to narrow circles. A promi-
nent example of this is the art of
calligraphy, the art employed by
great calligraphers in the writing
of the word of 'Allah' which 1is
vet the strongest bond that holds
the Muslims together. It 1is time
that more and more attention
should be given to the advancement
and promotion of this Islamic art.

VIII The glorious periods of
Islamic history produced original
masterpleces of art that symbolise
the unity of the Islamic civiliza-
tion despite the great diversity
in its themes and lands. The
participants of this Symposium
hope the present meeting shall
inaugurate a new age for the
coming generation respecting newer
and original creations of art
reflecting Islamic civilization
that shall neither be a mere repe-
tition of the old models nor com-
pletely divorced from them, nor

completely detached from the world
trends and movements. It shall
bring the Muslim community nearer
to its original sources, hand in
hand with other human civiliza-
tions, responding to and catering
for the functional, aesthetic and
physical needs of Muslim ‘so-
cieties, and firmly and steadily
marching onwards. This gathering
is just one step in this direction
and we hope that more steps and
necessary measures will follow in
the days to come. For this we
seek help from Allah.

And say: "Work (righteousness)
soon will Allah observe your work,
and His messenger, and the be-
lievers; soon will you be brought
back to the knower of what is
hidden and what 4is open: Then
will He show vyou the truth of all
that you did (QURAN: 9:105)". And
true indeed is the word of Allah!

Seen in the picture are: (From left to right )- H.E. Mr. Bulend Ulusu, Prime
Minister of Turkey, H.E. Mr. Habib Chatty, Secretary General of 0.I.C. and
H.E. Mr. Ilhan Evliyaojlu, Minister of Culture and Tourism of Turkey.
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SYMPOSIUM: SIDELIGHTS

Examining a Calligraphic exhibition are;(From right to left) H.E. Dr, Najah
Al-Attar, Minister of Culture, Syria, H.E. Mr. Habib Chatty, Secretary General
of the 0.I.C., H.E. Mr. Ilhan Evliyao§lu, Minister of Culture and Tourism of
Turkey and Mr. Muammer Ulker, Director of the Suleymaniye Library, Istanbul.

l.Exhibition of ecalligraphy by
Hasan Celebi

The organising committee of the
symposium held an exhibition in
the Cit Qasr, displaying the cal-
ligraphic works of Hasan Celebi, a
student of late Hamid Aytac. H.E.
Mr. Habib Chatty, H.E. Mr. Bakary
Drame from OIC and Princess Wijdan
Ali were among the guests, who
visited the exhibition on the
first day. It remained open for
the duration of the Symposium. The
viewers were indeed fascinated by
different styles of Arable cal-
ligraphy.

2.Evening of Mevlevi Sema

'Spma', an authentic performance
of 'Mevlevi Dervishes' was ar-
ranged at the Divan Edebiyati
Miizesi. It was hosted by Mr. Feyzi
Halicioglu, President of Konya
Tourism Association. Every year
this association celebrates the
anniversary of the great sufi poet
Mevlana Jalal-ud-din Rumi in Konya.

The performance was given in the
circular hall of the Museum on the
evening of ‘21st April 1983. This
museum was originally bullt as a
"Mevlevihane". The performance was
preceded by a traditional dinner
in the style of Dervishes.
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3.Concerts of Turkish Classical
Music
With the kind permission of the

Turkish Ministry of Culture and
Tourism, the State Turkish Classgi-
eal Musie Chorus gave two concerts
during the week.

The first concert was given on 19
April 1983 at 21.30 hours in the

concert hall eof Ataturk Kultur
Merkezi. It was conducted by Dr.
Nevzat Atlif, a famous Turkish

Chorus Master and winner of the
Award of Service to Turkish =<ul-
ture.

The songs composed by famous
Turkish composers such as Abdulka-
dir Meragi, Gazli Giray Han, Hafiz
Post, Hustafa Itri Efendi, Haec1l
Sadullah Aga, Sultan Selim TIT,
Hac:t Arif Bey and Rahmi Bey were
included in the programme.

The second concert was held in Cit
Qasr on the occasion of the first
meeting of the International Com-
migssion for the Preservation of
Islamic Cultural Heritage.

The first plece was
Sultan Abdulaziz, in whose reign
"git Qasr" was completed. The
second was consisted of classical
Tunisian music. This concert was
very much appreciated by the
audience.

composed by

A group photo taken on the occasion of the lunch hosted by H.E. Mr. Biilend
Ulusu, Prime Minister of Turkey, in honour of the visiting Ministers of
Culture of Islamiec Countries and other delegates.
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4. Bosphorus Cruise (22 April 1983)

This wags the eclosing reception
whereby dinner was served on board
the boat which cruised wup the
Bosphorus. The guests kept busy
taking photographs of the beauti-
ful scenery.

5.Documentaries about Islamic arts

Documentary films concerning two
important aspects of Islamic arts
were also shown on the occasion of
the Symposium. The first one rela-
ted to the life and works of late
Mr. Hamid Ayta¢, the master cal-
ligrapher. This fascinating half-
hour documentary showed some mas-
terpieces of this calligrapher
along with commentaries and back-
ground information.

The second documentary was about
"gilding” - a complementary branch
of the "Arts of the Book". It
showed the famous gilding artist
Mrs. Rikkat Kunt at her work and
also explained wvarious stages of
the development of this art. The

film also presented a famous deco-
rator and illuminator Mr. Muhsin
Demironat and his works.

Both films were highly appreciated
by the art ecritics and scholars
who viewed them.

6.Exeursion to the Historiecal
Cities of Bursa and Iznik.

This post—-symposium excursion took
place on 23-24 April 1983 and on
the first day the historical city
of Iznik, very famous for its
tiles and ceramles was visited.
The evening and the next day was
spent In Bursa, the first capital
of the Ottoman State. The wvisitors
had the chance to see all the
historical and cultural monuments
of Bursa and enjoyed the beautiful
scenery« The tour took place under
the guidance of Prof. Dr. Oktay
Aslanapa.

Speclal programmes were arranged
for the people who were accompa-—
nying the participants and they
visited cultural and historical
sites such as museums, mosques,
palaces, art galleries, libraries
and gardens.

The delegates having their dinner on boat during the Bosphorus Cruise.Sitting
in the front row {(from right to left): Prof. Dr. Alexandre Papadopoulo,

Prof.Dr. Abdelaziz Kamel




SYMPOSIUM: VIEWS AND REVIEWS

"Back to Paris, we do not want to
be more late to congratulate you
on the excellent organisation of
the Islamic Art Symposium and we
want to thank you particularly for
the hospitality extended to us.”

Dr. Janine Sourdel

Vice President

University of Paris-Sorbonne
(Paris IV)

"I would like to congratulate you
and your colleagues for the per-
fect organisation of all the ev-
ents taken place on the occasion
of the Symposium and this was
because of the devotion of your
team that worked very well."

Dr. Ludvik Kalus
9,Rue Robert Lindet
75015 Paris

“The Symposium on the “Common
Principles,Forms and Themes  of
Islamic Arts", between the other
congresses/symposiums that I have
attended, was the best organised,
having a wvery rich programme....
It was very ‘exciting and instruc-
tive for me to be with peoples who
have different outlook on the Art
and the History of Art and to know
their ideas on the subjeect.”

Prof. Dr. Ulktt U. Bates

Department of Art

Hunter College Of The City Univer-
sity

New York

"I wish to thank you again for
your successful steering of the
Symposium in which I had great
pleasure to participate.”

Dr. Stefanpo Bianca
In Der Looren 47,CH-B053
Zurich

"Allow me first to congratulate
you for vyour great efforts in
organising the Symposium "Common
Principles, Forms and Themes of
Islamic Arts" and to thank you for
an unforgettable week of scholar-
ship, music and travel.Although I
am a Muslim and an Arab, your
Symposium was the first conference
on TIslamiec Art which TI  have
attended in a Muslim Country. I
learned a great deal from it, most
importantly, that one should ap-
proach Islamic Art with a clear
understanding of the Quran and
Sunnassss

On a more general level, I sin=-
cerely hope that IRCICA will
prosper as a Center of Muslim
scholarship of the highest level,
guided by the true spirit of Is-
lamiec tolerance and expansiveness.”

Dr. Yasser Tabbaa

Aga Khan Assistant Professor
for Islamic Architecture at
Harvard University and the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology

Massachusetts 02139.




"I write to congratulate you on
your personal efforts in wmaking
the recent Symposium on Islamic
Art a great success. Both planning
and the implementatien of the
programme were excellent... ik
would alse like to express my
thanks and congratulations to all

those at IRCICA who have cont-
ributed to make the Symposium a
success.”

Mr. Ibrahim Boolaky
Deputy Director

New Era Publications
Bucks SLZ 35 G-England

"Just to say that I have come back
with very happy memories of Is-
tanbul and of the many interesting
events and the stimulating dis-
cussions with the wvarious par-
ticipants whieh by itself, iz an
excellent achievement. I must also
express my appreciation at the
meticulous planning of the Se-
minaTress 1-“

Arch. Mr. Ayyub Malik
Architect ARIBA

Chapman Taylor Partners
145, Kensington Church 5t.
Londeon W8 7LS

England

"1 was impressed by the good or-
ganisation of the Symposium on the
“Common Principles, Forms and
Themes of Islamic Art™ and the
first meeting of the Internatiomnal
Commission for the Preservation of
Islamie Cultural Heritage ... May
Allah pgive you success in your
works for the good of Islam and
Muslims."

Dr. Abdulhadi Boutaleb
Director General
ISESCO, Rabat, Morocco.

"1 would like to congratulate you
on the great sueccess achieved by
you in the organisation of the

Symposium and also for rthe fine
management of a wvariety of ad-
mirable Turkish Islamie Cultural

events which we had the chance to
see. This had evoked appreciation
not only -of the Turkish Government
but also of all the participants.”

Dr. Saleh al-Mahdi
Ministry of Cultural Affairs
Tunis-Tunisia

"I take this opportunity to thank
you and the organising committee
of the Symposium for the extremely
efficient way in which everything
has been organised from beginning
to. the end. As the executive of
all this tremendous organisation,
which worked with the precision of
clockwork, 1 wish to congratulate
you personally and all your staff
for this excellent work, which I
have never seen equalled elsewhere

.+ It 18 a pity that the quality
of the papers read was not always
equal to that of the organisation.”

Dr Alexandre Papadopoulo
138, Bld. De La Republique
02210 Saint-Cloud

Paris

“Back to Parls, I would like to’
extend to you our sincere thanks’

for your .kind reception, mag-
nificent hospitality and the in—
teresting Symposium which wae
wonderfully conceived and or=-
ganiged."

Mr. M. Aziza
UNESCO

3, Rue Bixion
75007 Paris
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"I like to thank you for the
friendly and opersonal reception
accorded to me. I will ask you to
convey my gratitude to the Turkish
authorities who did everything
pogsible for the success of the
Symposium at all the phases. My
thanks also to the members of your
team who resolved all problems of
the participants with kindness and
efficiency.”

Dr. Mchamed 51jelmassi
25, rue Ibn Batouta
Casablanca.

Morocco

"Indeed, it (The Symposium) was a
great success, thanks to your
dynamism, hardwork, sincerity and
the patience. What gave it im—
portance was the participation of
the big number of thinkers and
scholars from  different con-—
tinents."

Dr. Abdulhadi Tazl

University Institute of Scientific
Research,

Mohamed Al=Khamis University,
Rabat—-Marocco

The delegates and participants to the Symposium during a meal.
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THE LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
AND DELEGATES

Participating Officials from the
D-I!{:l

H.E. Mr.Habib Chatty
Secretary General
Organisation of the
Conference

Jeddah - Saudi Arabia

Islamic

H.E.Mr. Bakary Drame

Assistant Secretary General for
Cultural and Social Affairs

and the Islamic Solidarity Fund,
Organisation of the Islamic Con-
ference

Jeddah - Saudi Arabia

H.E.Mr. Arshad Uz-Zaman
Assistant Secretary General
Organisation of the Islamic Con-

ference
Jeddah - Saudi Arabia

Mr. Hasan Daoud

Director of Cultural Affalrs
Organisation of the Isglamic Con-
ference

Jeddah = Saudi Arabia

Mr. Hassan Megag Samater

Director of Hijra Celebration
Programme, Organisation of the
Islamic Conference

Jeddah = Saudi Arabia

Mr. Ahmed Kemal

Adviser to the Secretary General
Organisation of the Islamic Con-
ference

Jeddah - Saudi Arabia

Other Participants And Delegates

Frof. Dr. Alexandre Papadopoulo
Directeur

Centre de Recherches sur
tique de 1'Art Musulman
Universite de Paris I
Paris = France

Esthé-

Dr. Abdelhadi E1 Tazi

Directeur de 1'Institut Universi-
talre de la

Recherche Scientifique

Rabat - Maroc

Dr. Abdulaziz Dauletli
Association Tunisienne
et d'Archéologie
Tunis = Tunisia

d'Histolire

Prof. Dr. Abdul Aziz Kamel
Adviser

Amitri Diwan

Safat — Kuwait

Eng. Abdel Kader Koshak
Secretary General

Organisation of Islamie Capitals
Mekkah - Saudi Arabia

Prof. Abdelhadi Boutaleb
Director General

ISESCO

Rabat — Maroc

Dr. Abdullah Saleh Taki
Director

Ministry of Education
Fuwait
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Dr. Afif Bahnassi

Director General, Antiquities and
Museums, National Museum

Damascus — Syria

Mr. Abdelhamid Skender
Calligrapher, Office of the
President

Alpiers — Algeria

Dr. Ahmed HMuhammed Isaa
ATt Historian
Zamalek — Cairo Egypt

Mr. Ahmed Dhiuddin Ibrahim
Calligrapher
Medina-al-Munawwara

Saudi Arabia

Prof. Dr. Ali Kusheim
University of Al-Fateh
Tripoli Libya

Mr. Ali Louati
Direeteur du Centre
d'Art Vivant

Tunis = Tunisie

Dr. Al1 Musratf
Scholar and Author
Tripoli — Libya

Ms. Animah Syed Mohamed

Senior Lecturer in History of Art
Mara Institute of Technology
School of Art and Design

Shah Alam, Selangor

Malaysia

Prof. Dr. Abdullah Kuran
Chairman of Dept. of Humanities
Bopazig¢l University

Istanbul = Turkey

Dr. Aydin Yoksel
Architect and Scholar
Istanbul = Turkey

Arch. Mr. Ayyub Malik
Architect ARIBA
London - England

Mr. Avni Akyol
Ex-Minister of Culture
Istanbul = Turkey

Mr. Baha Tanman

Researcher, Istanbul University
Faculty of Letters

Dept. of History of Art
Istanbul = Turkey

Dr. Baymirza Hayit

Chairman

Institute fiir Turkistan Vorschung
Koln - West Germany

Dr. Bida Habib

Tonstitut Technologique
d'Architecture et d'Urbanisme
Tunis = Tunisie

d'Art,

Prof. Dr. Bulent Ozer

Dept. History of Architecture
Mimar Sinan University
Istanbul — Turkey

Prof. Dr. Cevat Erder
Director, ICCROM
Rome — Italy

Dr. Jesus Carlos Riosolido Gambotti
Director des Institute Hispano-
Arabe de Colture

Madrid — Spain

Prof. Dr. Dominique Sourdel
Universitd de Paris-Scrbonne
Paris = France

M. Francols de Roche

Institut Francais d'Etudes Anato-
liennes

Istanbul — Turkey
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Dr. Ekmeleddin fhsanoglu
Director General

Research Centre for Islamie His-
tory, Art and Culture
Istanbul-Turkey

Dr. Ekrem Hakki Ayverdi
Architect, Researcher
Istanbul- Turkey

Dr. Emel Esin

Secretary General

Institute of Research for Turkish
Culture

Istanbul-Turkey

Prof. Dr. Emin Bilgig

Professor of History

Dil ve Tarih Cofrafya Fakiiltesi
Ankara-Turkey

Mr. Ercimend Berker
Musicologue

State Conservatory of Turkish
Claszsical Music

Istanbul -Turkey

Prof. Dr. Esad Sier

Head of History of Architecture
Dept.Mimar Sinan University
Istanbul-Turkey

Dr. Esin Atil

Curator of Islamic Art
Freer Gallery of Art
Smithsonian Institution
Washington D.C—U.S.A.

Prof. Dr. Ezzeddin Ibrahim
President

University of United Arab Emirates
Al Ain-United Arab Emirates

Mr. Fevei Halica
President

Konya Tourism Association
Eonya-Turkey

Miss Filiz Cagman
Curator of Islamic Art

Topkapir Palace Museum
Istanbul-Turkey

Dr. Filiz Yenigehirlioglu
Associate Professor
Hacettepe University
Dept. of History of Art
Ankara-Turkey

Prof. Dr. Gonil Oney
Dean of Faculty of Arts
Ege University
Izmir-Turkey

Mr. Fuad Bayramoglu
Ex-Ambassador, Art Researcher
Istanbul =Turkey

Prof. Dr. Gulzar Haider
Dept. of Architecture

University of Carleton
Ottawa Ontario-Canada

Prof. Dr. Gindiz Gékce
Vice Rector

Mimar Sinan University
Istanbul-Turkey

Prof. Dr. Ginsel Renda

Chairman of Archeology and History
of Art Dept.Faculty of Letters
Hacettepe University
Ankara-Turkey
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Mr. Halbut Pominigque

Institut Francais d'Etudes Anato—
liennes

Istanbul -Turkey

Brof. Dr. Haluk Karamagarali
Art Historian

Ankara University

Faculty of Islamic Studies
Ankara-Turkey

Prof. Hamed Adjabbi
Expert,ALECS0
Tunis-Tunisia

Dr. Hans Peter Lagueur
German Archeclogical Institute
Istanbul-Turkey

Dr. Hussein Ateshin

Chairman of Dept. of Architecture
School of Environmental Design
Jeddah=-Saudi Arabia

Dr. Hasan Ma'ayergi
Researcher
University of Qatar
Doha-Qatar

Dr. Hidayet Nuhoflu

Expert

Research Centre for Islamic His-
tory, Art and Culture
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Mr. Hasan Tell
Journalist
Liwa Newspaper
Amman-Jordan

Mr. Ibrahim Boolaky

Deputy Director

Islamic Press Agency, New Era
Publications

London-England

pr. Ibrahim Numan
Lecturer, Gazi University
Faculty of Architecture
Ankara-Turkey

Al Qadi Fesmail Al Akwa

Director General

Libraries and Archeological Museum
Sana'a-Yemen Arab Republic

Prof. Dr. Ismail Al Faruqi
Professor of Islamics
Temple University
Philadelphia Penn.-U.S.A.

H.E. Datu Ismail Ambia
Malaysian Ambassador to Turkey
Ankara-Turkey

Mr. Ismail Giinay Paksoy

The Archeological Museum of Is—
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Mr. Ismet Binark
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tory, Art and Colture
Istanbul-Turkey
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Deputy Secretary General
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Universite des Paris—Sorbonne,
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Dr. Johan Martelius
Royal Institute of Technology
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Mr. Kady Drame
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ISLAMIC ARTS EXHIBITION

The Ministry of Culture and Tou-

rism, Government of Turkey orga-
nised this exhibition on the occa-
sion of the advent of the 15th
Century Hijra. It wags held in
implementation of the decision
taken to this effect at the 7th
Islamic Foreign Ministers Confe-

rence convened at Istanbul in 1976.

The Hijra of the Heoly Prophet
Mohammed (P.B.U.H.) from Mecca to
Medina forms a turning point in
the history of net only Islam but
the whole mankind. This was the
beginning and the spread of Islam
a8 a great moral, social and ecul-
tural system, capable of producing
rich and splendid artistic master-
pleces in a wvariety of fields.
'"The purpose of this five-month
exhibition was to display a wva-
riety of artistie and cultural
masterpieces within the context of
the Islamie art.’

The exhibition was officially
opened on Wednesday, 20 April 1983
at 11.00 A.M. at the Atatirk Kil-
tiir Merkezi by H.E.Mr. Biilend

Ulusu, Prime Minister of the BRe-
public of Turkey. H.E.Mr.Habilb
Chatty, Secretary General of the
0.I.C. and delegates of countries

invited by the Turkish Government
were present.

The stage was decorated with the
flags of all the muslim countries.
The ceremony started with the
Tecitation of the Holy Quran. The

"Qari"” sat on a specially designed
platform on the right corner of
the stage with a large copy of
Quran placed on a beautifully
carved wooden 'Rahle'. After the

recitation, H.E.Mr. Ilhan Evliya-
oflu, Minister of Culture and
Tourism, wade his introductory

speech, in which he gave the back-
ground and outstanding features of
the exhibition. He also underlined
the Important role played by the
Muslim Turks in the promotion of
Islamie art and culture from the
time of Anatolian Seljuks to the
present date. He expressed his
wish that such exhibitionz and
funetions would be mere frequently
held in future with a wview to
promoting understanding Among
nations of the world, especially
the Islamic Countries.

In his speech H.E.Mr. Habib
Chatty, Secretary Ceneral of the
Islamic Conference, paid his 'res-—
pectful salutation and Thighest
consideration to H.E. General
Kenan Evren, President of the
Turkish Republic for his fruitful
endeavours in pursuit of Turkey's
prosperity and progress' and for
the effective participation of the
Turkish Republic in the aectivities
and promotion of the 0.I.C.

He also paid tribute to H.E. Mr.
Biillend Ulusu, the Turkish Prime
Minister, for his positive role,
on behalf of his country, within
the framework of the Organisation
of Islamic Conference.
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He congraculated the Turkish Mi-
nister of Culture and Tourism and
his Ministry for their endeavours
for the success of this great
event. Underlining the importance
of the venue of the exhibition, he
said: "The organisation of such
exhibitions on this land 1s indi-
cative, on the one hand, of the
ploneering role assumed by the
Turks for the triumph, defence and
dissemination of Islam and on the
other, of the Turkish people's
contribution to the edifice of
Islamic civilisation and culture
as well as 1its enrichment of Is-
lamic art. The 0.I.C.'s choice of
Istanbul as host city to the Re-
search Centre which now bears its
name, was due to the fact that the
city 1is witness to the pesition
achieved by Islamiec eivilization
and art in this country whose
mosques, Islamic monuments, mu—
gseums and palaces have made it an
object of desire for the heart and
'giblah" for the eye".

H«.E«Mr. BRiilend Ulusu, Prime MHi-
nister of Turkey, in his opening
speech, laid stress on the signi-
ficance of Hijra and its influence
on the art and architecture of the
Islamic lands. “"The holding of the
exhibition”, he said, "is an ef-
fort to create an awareness of the
past and there is almost no nation
who has developed, without having
the consciousness of the past
which ean be described as learning
and comprehending how and through
vhich ways, the norms and the
values have come to existence.”

Stressing the assimilating charac-
ter of the Islamic eivilization,
he stated "The Islamic religion
has shown a special and scientific
interest to the developments,
artistic forms and masterpleces
which have been created by man-
kind. By re—evaluating the scien—
tifiez and artistic work of the
ancient ages and by disseminating
the synthesis and values so crea-
ted, the Islamie religion has
realised the first movement of the
renaissance. In this manner the

artistic movement of high standard
and walue have taken place in the
Islamic World. The architectural
works and monuments, which repre-
sent the great and brilliant civi-
lizations, and their profound
cultural evolutions, have  been
created.”

Emphasising the need for coopera=-
tion among the Muslim countries to
bring forth the bright aspects of
Islamic civilization, he said,” 1t
should he admitted that when Is-
lamic countries act independently
from each other, they can produce
only a few experts, who can evalu-
ate only a limited part of their
inherited cultures. Sometimes,
even this cannot be achieved. For
this reason, we believe that there
are numerous advantages by the
cooperation among Islamic Coun-
tries in the fields of the history
of arts and archaeology.”

After the speeches were made, the
heads of the foreign delegations
and members:- of Governing Council
of the Centre and the Heritage
Commission and eminent scholars
attending the Symposium, were
presented to H.E. the Prime Minis-
ter; immediately followed by the
opening of the "Islamic Architec—
ture Photographic Exhibition."™ On
display were fascinating photo=-
graphs of Islamic architecture as
it developed in Turkey and other
Islamic lands.

Architecture of mosques was the
centre of attraction and absorbed
the attention of the wviewers, in
addition to the architecture of
palaces, canals, bridges, gardens,
towns and villages.

The foreign delepgates and the
diplomatic corps were Invited to
lunch by the Turkish Prime Minis-
ter+ In the afterncon, the pro=-
gramme started with the opening of
the "Sacred Relics Exhibition™ at
the Topkapi Palace against the
background musie of the famous
"Mehter"(Hilitary Band) of Turkey
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H.E. Mr.Habib Chatty, Secretary General of the 0.I.C. speaking in the Dpening
Ceremony of the Islamie Arts Exhibition.

which greatly interested the
foreign delegates. The opening of
the other two exhibitions namely,
the "Exhibition of Artistie Ar=-
ticles of Worship” and "Islamice
Tiles and Ceramic Arts Exhibition™
followed in short dintervals. The
sacred relics attributed to the
Holy Prophet Mohammed and his
rightly-guided Caliphs were the
main attraction at the first exhi-
bition. The second exhibition
conslsted of prayer rugs, scarves,
slippers, oil Jlamps,water ewers,
Koran stands (rahle), hand embroi-
deries, towels, napkins, and simi-
lar other articles indicative of a
Muslim's attire 1in the supplica-
tion of God. The third exhibition
comprised of two sections. The one
relating to the "Islamic Tile Art"
which 'symbolises heaven and deco-
rates Islamie struetures through
history', dinstils man with hope
and joy of 1life."” The second sec-
tion displayed today's tile and
ceramic works from various regions
of Turkey.

The day was wound up with a wisit
to the 'Exhibition of Rugs and
Carpets' at Vakiflar Hal. Miizesi.
The rug and Carpet Exhibition

contained some of the oaldest and
rarest carpets and rugs from the
exclusive possessions of the
Istanbul Vakiflar Museum.

Then the guests proceeded to the
Stileymaniye Library which i1s one
of the richest manuscript 1libra-
ries in the world. This was the
venue of another exhibition which
featured the masterpieces of cal-
ligraphy, handwritten works of the

15¢h and 16th Centuries; minia-
tures: original imperial edicts
bearing signatures of Ottoman
Sultans.

Lastly they went to the "Metal and
Woodwork Exhibition™ at the Turk
islam Eserleri Mizesi where some
of the beautiful samples of is-
lamic metal and woodwork articles
were displayed.

The splendid dinner given by the
Turkish Minister of Culture and
Tourism at the end of this beau-
tiful day reflected the tradi-
tional Turkish hospitality.
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PREPARATORY OF THE

INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION
FOR THE PRESERVATION OF
ISLAMIC CULTURAL HERITAGE

Opening Ceremony :21st April 1983.

I. Inaugural Session:

The inaugural meeting of the In-
ternational Commission for the
Preservation of Islamic Cultural

Heritage opened on 21st April 1983
(8 Rajab, 1403H.) in the beautiful
hall eof the 'Cit Qasr” -—the new
building in the Yildiz Palace
complex granted to the Centre.
H.R.H Prince Faisal Bin Fahd Bin
Abdulaziz, Chairman of the Commis-—
gion was prevented from attending

due to some unavoidable
factors.H.E., Mr. Habib Chatty,
Secretary General of the

0.1.C.,instead presided over the
meeting in the presence of H.E.
Mr. Ilhan Evliyaoglu, the Minister
of Culture and Tourism of the
Republic of Turkey. H.E.
Mr.Bakary Nrame, Assistant
Secretary General for Cultural and
Sncial Affairs of the 0.I.C. and
the Islamic Sclidarity Fund;

H.E, Mr, Habib Chatty, Secretary General of the 0.I.C. presiding over the
first meeting of the Heritage Commission.

H.E.Mr. Nevzad Ayaz, Governor of
Istanbul. ficher distinguished
FUuests ineluded representatives
and honourable Ministers of Cul-
tural and Islamic Affairs of Ma-
laysia, Arab Republic of Syria,
Guinea, Somalia, Comores Islands,
Palestine, H.R.H. Pricess Wijdan
Ali, President of Royal Soeiety of
Arts from rthe ¥ingdom of Jordan
and a large number of members of
diplomatic corps and high offici-
als of the Turkish Government and
many- scholars and thinkers. The
proceedings started with the reci-
tation from the Holy Quran.

In his opening speech, H.E. Hr.Ha-
bib Chatty thanked the Turkish
Republic, dits President, Govern-
ment and people for the excellent
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hospitality accorded to him and
other delegations participating in
the deliberations of the Commis-
gion. He said the Islamie Ummah
shall be watching the activities
of the Commission with great in-
terest. Stressing the wvital impor-
tance of salvaging the threatened
Islamic heritage in occupied
Jerusalem, he said:

"Al-Quds is the responsibility
of all muslims, not the Palesti-
nians and Arabs alone. It is an
Islamic home and Holy land blessed
by God in the Glorious Quran. It
is the first Qiblah and the third
holiest shrine. Al-Quds is today
going through a period which, if
allowed to continue much longer,
would wipe out the Islamic
character of the eity and make it
lose its Arabh population, muslims
and christfans alike. Indeed it 1is
no secret that the =zionist sheme
invelves to complete Judaisation
of Al-Quds through elimination of
its TIslamiec monuments, oblitera-
tion of its Arab personalities and
forced emigration of 1its non-
jewish population.Foreced with this
situation, we can claim that the
rescue of Al-OQuds has become the
responsibility of all mankind for
it is wuniversally agreed that
EVery civilizational heritage,
whatever its origin and location,
is repgarded as the heritage of
mankind as a whole”.

Talking about the geographical or
territorial scope of activities of
the Commission, he remarked :

"When we talk about the
Islamlc heritage, we do not only
mean those that are already in the

member states of the 0.I.C.,
because one-third of the Muslim
Ummah's population lives in

countries that are not members of
our organisation but which,
nevertheless, house an Important
portion of our great heritage.”

At the end of the speech, he
assured his full support to the
esteemed Commission in the dis-
charge of 1its dutles and also
prayed for its succes.

H.E. Mr.Ilhan Evliyaoglu, Turkish
Minister of Culture and Tourism,
in his brief speech, expressed his
Government's pleasure over the
selection of Istanbul as the head-
quarters of the Commission and
hoped that the Commission, charged
with the historie responsibiliry,
will give a good account of 1t-
self. He assured his Government's
full support to the Commission in
the realisation of 1its objec-
tives. He referred to the Inter-
national Symposium and the Islamic
arts exhibition "which are
currently in progress in Istanbul”
and termed today's opening of the
first meeting of this Commission
as another important link in the
same chain. He alluded to the
universal character of Islamic
culture and opined that all or-
ganisations interested in culture
must of necessity, be Iinterested
in islamic culture. He also re-
garded culture as an "element of
balance” or a "balancing factor”
in the lives of people. He com—
mended the role of the Research
Centre for Islamiec History, Art
and Culture in initiating meaning-
ful researches on Islamic culture
and promoting and rejuvenating its
pristine values.
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Hr. Abdulhadi Boutaleb, Director
General of ISESCO and a member of
the Commission, also spoke on the
accasion. He said that nno' nation
could afford to forget her past
because it would amount to losing
its personality and identity.
Talking about the repnaissance of
Islam, he likened it to spring
that comes dfter a chilly winter.
He then went en to list the essen—
tial features of Islamiec renals-
sance which were as under:

=It cannot be called a rebirth
but only a re—appreciation.

=TIt implies golng back to its
essential values.

=It means a re-evaluation of
our heritage.

Dr. Ekmeleddin ihsanaﬁlu, Director

Genieral of the Centre, welcomed
H.E. Mr.Habib Chatty, H.E. Mr.il-
han Evlivaoflu, members of the

Commission and other delegates to
the opening ceremony of the first
meeting of rthe Commission. Pin-
pointing the inter-relationship
between the Centre and the Commis—
sion, he remarked

"The basie statute of che
International Commission for the
Preservation of the Islamic Cul-

tural Heritage emphasised that the
Centre will work as an executive
organ of the Commission. In the
name of the Centre, 1 would like
to assure the members of the Com-—
mission and the Secretary General
of the 0.I.C. that the Centre will
do everything in its power in
serving the Commission and the
whole Islamic Ummah”.

At the end of the speeches, the
honourable puests werz entertained
by a concert of Classical Turkish
Instrumental Music conducted by
Dr. Nevzad Atlig, a great Turkish
chorus master. The audience 1is-
tened to the programme with rapt
attention.

II. Working Session:

The opening session was followed
by the preliminary working ses-—
sion. It resumed its deliberations

under the chairmanship of H.E.
Mr.Habib Chatty, Secretary General
of the 0.I.C. The names of the
other Commission members who at-
tended the meeting are :

~Arch. Saml Anpgawi, Director Ge-
neral, Hajj Research Centre,
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

=Dr. AFAF Rahnassi, Director
General of Museums and Antiqui-

ties, Damascus,
=Prof.Dr. Emin Bilgig, Faculty of
Languages, History and Geography,
University of Ankara, Turkey.
—Prof.Dc. Abdulhadi Boutaleb,
Director General of ISESCO, Rabat,
Kingdom of Morocco.

-Raja Fuziah Bint Raja Tun Uda,
Director GCeneral, Malaysian Han-
dicraft Development Corporation,
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
—-Prof.Dr.Gulzar Haider,
Carlton University,
chitecture,
Canada.
-Eng. Abdulkader H. Kpshak, Secre-
tary General of Islamic Capitals
Organisation, Mekka, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.

=Dr. Salah Al Mahdi, Director
General, National Cultural Activi-

Syria.

(Pakistan)
Dept. of Ar-
Ottawa, Ontario,
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A group photo of the some distinguished members of the Heritage Commission.

tieg, Ministry of Culture, Tunisia.
-Dr. Shawgqi Shaath, Representa-
ti'l"'E,, Pelials

-Dr. Muhammed Sijelmassi,
of Morocco.
-Dr Mahmoud
Ahmed Baba
Timbuktou = Hali._

-Dr. Ekmeleddin Thsanoflu,
tor General of the
Secretary General of the
sion.

Kingdom

Zouber, Director ,
Islamic Centre,

Direc-
Centre and
Commisg=

The meeting was also attended by
H.E. Mr. Bakary Drame, Assistant
Secretary General for Cultural and
Social Affairs of the 0.I.C. and
the Islamic Solidarity Fund and
Mr. Hasan Muhammed Daoud, Director
for Cultural and Social Affairs at
r-hﬁ 'DiI.lGo Secrﬂtﬂriﬂtt

H.E. Mr.Habib Chatty opened the
meeting with his address of thanks
to H.R.H Prince Faisal Bin Fahd
Bin Abdul Aziz for accepting the
Chairmanship of the Commission.
There after he called upon the
Secretary General of the Commis-

sion to present the working paper
prepared for the oceasion. The
working paper, presented by Dr.
Ekmeleddin Thsanoglu, listed the
different stages of the evolution
of the Commission, besides giving
a4 general view of the Commission's

work .and the proposals for some
projects. In wvarious resoclutions
adopted at the meeting, the Com-

mission proposed to hold a sympo-
sium about Islamie Heritage and
asked the Secretary General of the
Commission and two other members
to prepare a budget for the vyear
1983/84 and present it to H.R.H.
The Chairman of the Commission and

to H.E. the Secretary General of
the O0.I.C. before the next
meeting. The Commission also

stressed that the next meeting of
the Commission be convened at an
early date. H.E. Mr.Habib Chatty,
the Secretary General praised the
honourable members for their par-
tieipation and wvarious sugges-
tions. In econclusion, the Commis-
sion decided to send cables of
thanks and gratitude to H.R.H.,
the Chairman of the Commission and
the Government of Turkey.
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THE 2 nd GOVERNING COUNCIL
MEETING

The 2nd annual meeting of the
Governing Council of the Centre
was arranged for 16-17 April 1983.

It opened in the newly renovated

hall of the 'Cit Qasr'. The pro-
ceedings started with recitation
of the Holy Quran Dr.Afif

Bahnassl, the Chairman , took his
seat. H.E.Mr.Bakary Drame,
Assistant Secretary Gemeral of the
0.I.€. for Social and Cultural
Affairs and 1Islamie Solidarity
Fund and Mr.Hasan Daoud, Director
of Cultural Affairs of the General
Secretariat of the 0.1.C. were
also present. The other members
who attended the opening s=session
were as under:

- Arch.Sami M.Angawi(Saudi Arabia)
Vice Chairman

— Prof.Dr.Emin Bilgic (Turkey)

— Eng.Abdulkader H.Koshak (Saudi
Arabia)

— Dr.S5alah Al-Mahdi (Tunisia)

= Dr.M.51jelmassi (Morocco)

— Raja Fuziah Bt.Tun Uda
{Malaysia)

- Dr.Mahmoud Zouber (Mali)

= Dr.Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu
(Director General of Istanbul
Centre)

Dr.Ahmad Abdul Sattar Al-Jawary, a
member from Iraq, could not attend.
The Govermment of Iran has yet to
nominate her representative.

In his speech, H.E.Mr.Bakary
Drame, Assistant Secretary General
of the D.I.C. for Social and Cul-
tural Affairs, conveyed to the
members of the Governing Council

the good. wishes and greetings of
H.E.Mr.Habib Chatty, Secretary
General of the 0.I.C. He assured
his full support to the Centre's
administration in the realisation
of its objectives and also stated
the views of 0.I.C. concerning the
Centre and its achievements.

He congratulated the members of
the Governing Council for their
nomination as ex-officio members
of the International Commission
for the Preservation of Islamie
Cultural Heritage and reminded
them of the heavy responsibility
placed on their shoulders.

He requested the members of the
Governing Council to carefully
study and prepare the work prog-
ramme of the Centre for 1983/84
which would be presented to the
l4th ICFM at Dhaka for final
approval. At the end he gave his
thanks to the Director General of
the Centre and his staff for their
dedication and hard work.

Dr.Afif Bahnassl, Chalrman of the
Governing Council, in his speech,
complimented the Centre for
achieving all the proposed pro-
jects approved at the first annual
meeting. He thought there were
not many specialised centres in
the world with a better record of
performance than this Centre and
thanked the General Secretariat of
the O0.I.C. for their unfailing
cooperation. He referred to the
excellent arrangements made for
the international symposium. He




further thought that the publica=
tion o©of the ‘papers presented in
the symposium would be another
important activity of the Centre.

He said that the beautiful build-
ing in which the meeting Is being
held, should also oblige wus to
ponder on the great work done by
the Centre with respect to its
restoration. He cautioned the
members: of the Governing Council
about the added responsibility
assigned to them through their
nomination on the International
Commission for the Preservation of
the Islamic Cultural Heritage,
which would have the same head-
gquarters .as the Centre. At the
end of his speech, he gave his
thanks to the Secretary General of
the 0.I.C. for his poodwishes and
gpreetings. He also expressed his
thankfulness to H.E.Mr.Bakary
Drame, Assistant Secretary General

of the 0.1.C. for his help and
understanding. He finall_y congra-
tulated Dr.Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu,

Director General of the Centre and
his staff for taking positive
steps for the realisation of the
Centre's targets.

In his speech, Dr.Ekmeleddin Ih-
sanoglu, Director General of the
Centre welcomed the honourable

members and also thanked them Ffor
their active support of the
Centre's activities.

Then he gave a brief narration of
ther events and projeets which
occupied the attention of the

Centre such as the Inauguration
ceremony of the Centre 23rd May
1582; 13th ICFM, Niamey, MNiger

20-27 August 1982 ;: first meeting
of the 0.I.C. Permanent Islamic
Commission for Information and
Cultural Affairs, Dakar , January
1983 ; the framing of the internal
rules and regulatisns: the First
meeting of the International
Commission for the Preservation of
the Islamic Cultural Heritage
{scheduled te be held on 21-22
April 1983), publication of four
original works and the illustrated
brochure, preparation of two docu-
mentary films, the publication of
the Newsletter etc.

The 2nd Meeting of the Governing Council in progress under the chairmanship of
Dr. Afif Bahnassi.




Another view from the 2nd Governing Council Meeting.

Thereafter, he presented the An-
nual Report of the Centre which
was discussed and approved by the
Council. The Council also ap-
proved the Work Programme for the
year 1983/84, Internal Rules and
Regulations and the Organisational
Chart of the Centre. The Council
recommended the establishment of a
Fund for special projects to be
financed through Iindividuals or
organisations. The establishment
of a special department for bib-
liography was also proposed that
could collect Information on a
permanent basis, classify and
publish it. The resolution No:5

passed by the Council
the Centre as under :

commended

"After having seen the pro-
jects accomplished by the Centre
in the period between the 1st and
the 2nd meeting, the Governing
Council is of the opinion that the
efforts spent on the full imple-
mentation of the plan and extra

projects were commendable, es-
pecially when 1t 1is seen that
these achievement were accomp—

lished with limited finances that
were hardly sufficient to meet
even the most basic expenses”.
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PRIME MINISTER OF MALAYSIA VISITS
THE CENTRE

H.E. Dr. Mahatir Bin Mohammad, Prime Minister of Malaysia at the Centre. Dr.
Ekmeleddin Ihsanoflu, Director General, presenting a souvenir to the Prime

Minister.

H.E. Dr. Mahatir Bin Mohammad,
Prime Minister of Malaysia wvisited
the Centre on 15 May 1983, He
remained in the Centre for quite
sometime and was briefed by the
Director General about the activi-
ties of the Centre and the on-
golng research projects. He was
also taken around various research
departments where he asked sear-
ching questions to the researchers
at ¢ work. He also visited the
library where he was shaown the
rare books collection and coples
of Quran in warious languages of
the world, 1including Malay. He
praised the restoration work un-
derway of the "Cit Qasr” =-new
premises of the Centre. He also
presented a beautifull calligraphy
work to the Centre. It was made of
“Songket” -a traditional Malaysian
hand-woven fabriec.

The Centre is grateful te H.E. the
Prime Minister of Malaysia for his
very kind gesture. His wvisit to
the Centre has a symbolic meaning
and indicates a growing interest
of Malaysia in the affairs of the
Centre. Malaysia has been an im-
portant and active member of the
0.1.C. since its very inception.
The first Secretary General of the
0.1.Cs (19?1'?3}, H.E. Tunku Abdur
Rahman, was a distinguished Malay-
slan and Ex-Prime Minister of
Malaysia. He was recently awarded
the King TFaisal International
Prize for his services in the
service of Islam and the 0.I.C..
Malaysia has also set up an Inter-
national Islamic University in
Kuala Lumpur and an Islamic Bank.
The underlying concept  behind
these is to show to the world
“that Islam is modern, dynamic and
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can adapt to the needs of present
times”.

Malaysia also declared May 3 to 7
as "Palestine Week"” to create an
awareness among its people of the
Palestine issue. During the week,
an  International Conference on
Palestine for the Asia and the
Pacifiec Region was also held in
Kuala Lumpur under U.N.0. aus-
plces. The Malaysian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs launched a book
entitled "The Question of Pales-
tine” on the occasion. The
Regional Islamic Missiomary Coun-
cil for South—-East Asia and Paci-
fic (RISEAP), of which Malaysia is
an important member, has announced
a programme to produce a film
entitled "Science and the Origins
of Man According to the Quran".
The film would be dubbed in five

major  languages i.e. English,
Bahasa Malaysia, Arabic, Chinese
and French.

These are some of the ncteable
measures taken by the Malaysian
Government headed by H.E. Dr.

Mahatir Bin Mohammad, the Prime
Minister of Malaysia in the ecause
of Islamie Culture. Recording his
impressions in the Visitors Book
of the Centre, he wrote :

"This is a noble effort and
I appreciate the important achiev-
ements of the Centre. I hope that,
with the help of God Almighty,
these efforts will continee and
receive assistance from all sides,
Inshaallaha”.

Dr. Mahatir Bin Mohammad
15 May 1983
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Facsimile of the Impressions recorded in Malay language by H.E. the Prime

Minister of Malysia.
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Dr. David FKing delivering his
lecture. Seated 1in the lst row

left to right are: Prof. Dr. Kazim
Gegen, Dr. Muammer Dizer and Prof.
Khurshid Ahmed

-Dr. David Xing, an -associlate
prefessor of Arabic and History of
Science, New York University deli-
vered an Iinteresting lecture at
the Centre on the evening of the
Jth September 1983, The toplec of
his talks was "The BSacred Geog—
raphy of TIslam” and revolved
around the directions used for the
"Qibla” in Mosques and methods
employed by Ulema and astronomers
over the Centuries for purpose.
The lecture drew a good gathering
and was attended by historians,
art scholars and the intellectual
elites. A 1lively discussion fol-
lowed the learned lecture. Prof.
Khurshid Ahmad, an ex—-chairman of
the planning Commission of Pakis-
tan and currently chairman of the
Institute of Policy Studies Islam-
abad, Dr. Hassan A. M'ayergi, .an
eminent scholar from Qatar, Dr.
Muammer Dizer, Director of Kan-
dilli Observatory, Istanbul ware
prominant partieipants in the
discussion. Mr. Manuel Kiene,
Director of MNational Library of
Kuwalt also attended the lecture.
It may be mentioned here that Dr.
David King in a specialist in
Arabic scientific manuscripts and
also worked, during his stay, in
Sileymaniye and Topkapi Libraries
which are among the richest manus-
cripts libraries in the world.

VISITORS

The Centre had the honeour to play
host to the following distin-
guished puests and scholars since
April 1983,

28 April 1983 -H.E. Mr. Salih
Abdullah al-Sugair, Ambassador of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in
Turkey.

30 June 1983 -Mr. Ali Ulvi Kurucu,
a poet and librarian, Medina,
Saudi Arabia.

4 July 1983 - Dr. M. Nuri Shafigq,

Secretary General, Higher Council
of Universities, Amman, Jordan.

24 July 1983 -H.E. Dr.Mohammed

Abduh Yamani (ex-Minister of In-
formation),Mr. Salih FKamil, Mr.
Mahmoud Jamil Hasuba, Saudi Arabila.

3 August 1983 -H.E. Mr. Arshad-
al-Zaman, Assistant Secretary
General of the 0.I1.C., Saudi
Arabia.

3 August 19831 -Mr. All Zeyyani,

Secretary, Libyan -Arab Peoples
Bureau, Istanbul.

5 Aupgust 1983 -Mr. Mohammed
Salahuddin, Publisher, Weekly
Arabia, London.

10 August 1983 -Sheikh Ali 1Ibn

Sa"ud Al-Thani, Qatar.

30 September 1983 -Mr. Roger Pas-

quier, Muslim Scholar and writer
Switzerland.

10 October 1983 -Prof. Dr. Stheyl

Unver, a famous Turkish artist and
Scholar, Turkey.

46




OBITUARY

Prof. Muhsin Demironatc, famous
decorator and illuminator of Tur-—
key, died in Istanbul on 27 June
1983. (May his soul rest in peace
and Allah's mercies be on him
Amin!). He appeared in the docu-
mentary film on "Gilding and Tllu-
minations” prepared by the Centre
and released on the occasion of
the Centre's International Sympo—
sium on Islamic Arts held in Is-
tanbul in April 1983.

The late Prof. Muhsin Demironat
was born in Istanbul im 1907. He
gratuated from the Teachers
Training School in 1928. He was
alse educated at the school of
Oriental Illuminations and Decora-
tions of the Istanbul Academy of
Fine Arts. Mr. Tugrakes Ismail
Hakk1 Altunbezer and Mr. Necmeddin
Okyay were his teachers at the
Academy. He gratuated in 1937 and

stayed on there as a teacher him-
self. He gave courses on gilding/
decorations and laquered  book
binding t111 1967 when he was
appointed Director of Yildiz Cera-
mic factory . He retird in 1972.

In his early works of gilding and
decorating, he practiced the Al-
tunbezer style but later returned
to the 16th Century classical
style. He was one of the refined
artists of the classical style of
the past two centuries. He also
experimented with tiles while at
Yildiz. He has left many works in
the form of Illuminated papers,
book bindings and ceramics.

The Centre offers dits heartfelt
condolences to the members of the
bereaved family. His passing away

has left a wvacuum in the field of
art which shall hardly be filled. I
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H.E. Mr. Habib Chatty, Secretary General of the D.I.C., in audience with H.E.
General Kenan Evren, President of Republic of Turkey, during his last visit to
Turkey.

48



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40
	41
	42
	43
	44
	45
	46
	47
	48

