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E D I T O R I A L 

T h i s i s s u e o f t h e News le t te r co­
v e r s m a i n l y t h e r e c e n t l y c o n c l u d e d 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l symposium w h i c h was 
t h e f i r s t i n a s e r i e s t o be h e l d 
by t h e C e n t r e on t h e i m p o r t a n t 
s u b j e c t s o f I s l a m i c h i s t o r y , a r t 
and c u l t u r e . T h i s i s a s t a t u t o r y 
r e q u i r e m e n t as w e l l as t h e d e c i ­
s i o n o f t h e f i r s t m e e t i n g o f t h e 
Go v e r n i n g C o u n c i l . The i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l symposium on t h e "Common 
P r i n c i p l e s , Forms and Themes o f 
I s l a m i c A r t s " was i n d e e d t h e b i g ­
g e s t e v e n t i n t h e s h o r t l i f e o f 
th e C e n t r e . 

t h e i r p a p e r s . The Symposium was 
a l s o w e l l r e p r e s e n t e d f r o m g e o g r a ­
p h i c a l v i e w p o i n t . There were 17 
s c h o l a r s f r o m t h e Arab w o r l d , 13 
f r o m t h e non-Arab Muslim w o r l d 
i n c l u d i n g T u r k e y , and 14 f r o m 
Europe and N o r t h A m e r i c a . A mea­
sure o f t h e success o f t h e Sympo­
sium can be ju d g e d f r o m t h e number 
of a p p r e c i a t i v e l e t t e r s we r e ­
c e i v e d . Some e x t r a c t s f r o m t h e s e 
l e t t e r s a r e g i v e n i n t h e News­
l e t t e r under t h e c a p t i o n o f "Views 
and Reviews." 

I t a l s o s y n c h r o n i s e d w i t h t h e 
' I s l a m i c A r t s E x h i b i t i o n ' o f t h e 
T u r k i s h Government w h i c h added 
f u r t h e r t o t h e e v e n t . 

The Symposium, w i t h t h e gra c e o f 
A l l a h , p r o v e d a g r e a t s u c c e s s . I n 
a l l , 44 p a r t i c i p a n t s p r e s e n t e d 

The papers w i l l be p u b l i s h e d i n a 
book f o r m w h i c h w i l l be a v a l u a b l e 
a d d i t i o n t o t h e l i t e r a t u r e on t h e 
s u b j e c t . I n t h i s i s s u e o f t h e 
N e w s l e t t e r , we a r e c a r r y i n g a 
b r i e f r e p o r t on a l l t h e W o r k i n g 
S e s s i o n s . We have r e s t r i c t e d o u r ­
s e l v e s t o g i v i n g t h e names o f t h e 
s p e a k e r s , t h e i r t o p i c s and t h e 
c o u n t r y o f o r i g i n . 
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The important v i s i t of the Prime 
M i n i s t e r of Malaysia t o the Centre 
has been d e a l t w i t h i n a separate 
a r t i c l e h i g h l i g h t i n g Malaysia's 
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the I s l a m i c Cul­
t u r e . The l a s t a r t i c l e c a r r i e s a 
few Centre news which are given i n 
b r i e f . 

I t can be seen from the e x t r a ­
o r d i n a r y s i z e of t h i s issue t h a t 
the by-gone h a l f - y e a r l y p e r i o d has 
been f u l l of i n t e n s i v e a c t i v i t y 
and important events. That i s a l s o 
why many r e g u l a r , permanent f e a ­
t u r e s could not f i n d place i n t h i s 
i s s u e . I t i s hoped t h a t a l l t h i s 
m a t e r i a l w i l l make i n t e r e s t i n g 
reading and we s h a l l look forward 
t o your views and comments. 

May A l l a h guide us t o the r i g h t 
p ath. Amin I 

Dr. Ekmeloddin Ihsano&lu 
Editor-in-Chief 
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A l i s t of the p a r t i c i p a n t s and 
delegates i s given a t the end.A 
t o t a l number of 115 d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
scholars and delegates attended 
the Symposium. 

This issue also c a r r i e s r e p o r t s on 
the opening ceremonies of the 
Symposium as w e l l as the 'Islami c 
A r t s E x h i b i t i o n ' of the T u r k i s h 
Government. A separate a r t i c l e 
captioned " S i d e l i g h t s " i s also 
being published i n a d d i t i o n t o the 
"Proposals and Recommendations" 
and "The I s t a n b u l D e c l a r a t i o n . " 

The 2nd meeting of the Governing 
Council was hel d on 16-17 A p r i l 
1983. The f i r s t meeting of The 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r the 
Pr e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l 
Heritage took place on 21st A p r i l 
1983. B r i e f r e p o r t s on these two 
important events are a l s o being 
given i n t h i s i s s u e . 
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INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON "THE 
COMMON PRINCIPLES, FORMS AND THEMES OF 
ISLAMIC ART" 1 8 - 2 2 APRIL 1983 
THE OPENING CEREMONY 

H.E. Mr. Habib C h a t t y , S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l of the O.I.C., d e l i v e r i n g h i s opening 
speech. 

The h o l d i n g of seminars, confe­
rences and symposia on the sub­
j e c t s of I s l a m i c h i s t o r y , a r t and 
c u l t u r e i s a requirement w r i t t e n 
i n the establishment s t a t u t e of 
the Center. The f i r s t meeting of 
the Governing Council also c a l l e d 
upon the Center t o organise a 
seminar on I s l a m i c A r t . I t was 
said i n the r e p o r t (Clause 6 [ a ] ) : 

"The Center w i l l take the opportu­
n i t y of the e x p o s i t i o n on I s l a m i c 
A r t which w i l l be organised by the 
Tur k i s h Goverment i n I s t a n b u l on 
the occasion of the c e l e b r a t i o n of 
the 15th. Century of H i j r a , t o 
organise a meeting on "The P h i l o ­
sophy of I s l a m i c A r t " or"The I n ­
fluence of I s l a m i c A r t on The 
Other A r t s . " 

The Symposium was organised b e t ­
ween 18-22 A p r i l 1983. The opening 
ceremony was held i n the impres­
sive h a l l of the A t a t i i r k 

C u l t u r a l Centre where the stage 
was decorated w i t h the f l a g s of 
Turkey and O.I.C. c o u n t r i e s ,and 
banners c a r r y i n g the subj e c t of 
the Symposium were hung on each 
corner. H.E. Mr. Habib Chatty, 
Secretary General of the O.I.C, 
H.E. Mr. Bakary Drame, A s s i s t a n t 
Secretary General f o r C u l t u r a l and 
Soci a l A f f a i r s of the OIC and 
I s l a m i c S o l i d a r i t y Fund, H.E.Mr, 
t l h a n E v l i y a o g l u , T u r k i s h M i n i s t e r 
of C u l ture and Tourism and Dr. 
Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, D i r e c t o r 
General of the Centre were present 
when the ceremony s t a r t e d w i t h the 
r e c i t a t i o n of the Holy Quran. 

I n h i s opening speech .H.E. Habib 
Chatty, Secretary General of the 
O.I.C, expressed h i s deep appre­
c i a t i o n and thanks t o Tu r k i s h 
Government and T u r k i s h people f o r 
h o s t i n g the symposium i n I s t a n b u l , 
"A f i n e and venerable c i t y which 
may be regarded as one of the 
impregnable bastions of I s l a m i c 
c i v i l i z a t i o n whose splendour has 
shown a l l over the w o r l d . " 
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G i v i n g the pre c i s e reason which 
prompted the O.I.C. i n deciding 
the c e l e b r a t i o n of the 15th Cen­
t u r y H i j r a , he remarked : 

"Expressing the d e s i r e of e n t i r e 
I s l a m i c Ummah, the O.I.C. wanted 
to make the beginning of the new 
Century of the H i j r a a great occa­
s i o n not only f o r c e l e b r a t i n g the 
s t a r t of a century but also f o r 
inducing Muslims f i r s t of a l l t o 
study the reasons f o r t h e i r p a i n ­
f u l underdevelopment, then t o 
analyse the f a c t o r s of t h e i r awa­
kening and a c c o r d i n g l y t o work 
together i n a s p i r i t of I s l a m i c 
S o l i d a r i t y f o r the renaissance of 
t h e i r e t e r n a l h e r i t a g e , t h e i r 
resplendent c i v i l i z a t i o n and t h e i r 
g l o r i o u s and r a d i a n t h i s t o r y " . He 
praised the c o o r d i n a t i o n of e f ­
f o r t s between the Tu r k i s h Govern­
ment and the Centre i n c e l e b r a t i n g 
the 15th Century H i j r a and c i t e d 
the simultaneous opening of the 
Symposium and I s l a m i c A r t E x h i b i ­
t i o n as an example of the sc i e n ­
t i f i c endeavours of the Centre and 
said : " I n co n c l u s i o n , I must 
commend the zeal of the Research 
Centre of I s l a m i c H i s t o r y , A r t and 
Cul t u r e and i t s accomplishments 
over the past three years under 
the guidance of i t s D i r e c t o r 
General, Dr. Ekmeleddin ihsanoglu 
t o whom I wish continued success." 

H.E. Mr i l h a n E v l i y a o g l u , M i n i s t e r 
of C u l t u r e and Tourism of the 
Republic of Turkey, welcomed H.E. 
Mr.Habib Chatty, p a r t i c i p a n t s and 
members of the press, t o the c i t y 
of I s t a n b u l and Turkey. He under­
l i n e d the importance of H i j r a o f 
the Holy Prophet and expressed the 
op i n i o n t h a t I s l a m i c A r t was the 
product of sy n t h e s i s . Local and 
r e g i o n a l c u l t u r e s were supple­
mented not supplanted. The m o t i ­
v a t i n g f o r c e behind a l l the crea­
t i v e a c t i v i t y was derived from the 
I s l a m i c f a i t h and i t s p r i n c i p l e s 
of u n i t y , e q u a l i t y and f r a t e r n i t y . 

T a l k i n g about f o s t e r i n g u n i t y i n 
the ranks of muslims, he said : 
"Today, the f i r s t and foremost 
problem of the I s l a m i c World i s t o 
l i v e i n s o l i d a r i t y , h e l p i n g each 
other w i t h o u t any d i s t i n c t i o n of 
language, race or n a t i o n . I t i s 
our deep hope t h a t t h i s Symposium, 
held i n the year of 1403 of the 
H i j r a , w i l l be i n s t r u m e n t a l I n 
opening an era of u n i f i c a t i o n and 
i n t e g r a t i o n f o r the I s l a m i c World, 
through the pursuance of f a i t h and 
s c i e n t i f i c a c t i v i t i e s . " He praised 
the r o l e of I s t a n b u l Research 
Centre i n the promotion and d i s ­
semination of I s l a m i c C u l t u r e and 
expressed the hope of Tu r k i s h 
Goverment f o r gre a t e r c o l l a b o r a ­
t i o n w i t h i n the I s l a m i c World i n 
order t o strengthen the s p i r i t u a l , 
a r t i s t i c and c u l t u r a l t i e s . 

Mr. M. Aziza, a UNESCO represen­
t a t i v e , conveyed the apology of 
the Secretary General of UNESCO 
f o r h i s i n a b i l i t y t o a t t e n d t h i s 
important Symposium due t o h i s 
other commitments. He expressed 
UNESCO's a p p r e c i a t i o n of the im­
po r t a n t theme of the Symposium. He 
dwelled upon the d i v e r s i t y and 
complexity of I s l a m i c A r t from 
Timbuktoo i n M a l i t o "Taj Mahal" 
i n I n d i a but a t the same time 
c h a r a c t e r i s e d by a deep u n i t y as 
regards i t s s p i r i t and aim. He 
said the Symposium i n t e r e s t e d 
UNESCO f o r two reasons : 

" F i r s t l y because i t i s t a k i n g 
place w i t h i n the framework of the 
ce l e b r a t i o n s of the 15th Century 
H i j r a , t o which the UNESCO has 
als o c o n t r i b u t e d p o s i t i v e l y . Se­
condly because the t i t l e of the 
Symposium i s s i g n i f i c a n t and r e ­
minds us not on l y of the u n i f y i n g 
character of the I s l a m i c art' and 
c i v i l i z a t i o n but also the u n i t y of 
the I s l a m i c Community as a whole 
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The Common Principles,Forms and Themes of Islamic Art 

I n a u g u r a l S e s s i o n of the Symposium: Seated from l e f t to r i g h t a r e : H.E. Mr. 
Bakary Drame, A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l f o r C u l t u r a l and S o c i a l A f f a i r s of 
the O.I.C. and the I s l a m i c S o l i d a r i t y Fund, H.E. Mr. Habib Chatty, S e c r e t a r y 
G e n e r a l of the OIC, H.E. Mr. i l h a n E v l i y a o g l u , M i n i s t e r of C u l t u r e and Tourism 
of Turkey and Dr. Ekmeleddin i h s a n o g l u , D i r e c t o r General of the C e n t r e . 

Mr. Abdelhadi Boutaleb, D i r e c t o r 
G eneral of ISESCO, a l s o spoke on 
the o c c a s i o n . While making a de­
t a i l e d comparison between I s l a m i c 
a r t and o t h e r p r e - I s l a m i c a r t s 
such as H e l l e n i c a r t , Pagan a r t or 
Roman a r t , he thought t h a t the 
I s l a m i c a r t was v e r y near to na­
t u r e and everyday l i f e . I n h i s 
o p i n i o n , mosque a r c h i t e c t u r e i s 
the t r u e t r a n s m i t t e r of I s l a m i c 
A r t . He spoke comprehensively 
about a s s i m i l a t i v e c h a r a c t e r of 
I s l a m i c a r t and i t s e v e n t u a l i n ­
t e g r a t i o n w i t h P e r s i a n , A f r i c a n 
and H e l l e n i c A r t s but only a f t e r 
the i n f u s i o n of i t s own s p i r i t . He 
p r a i s e d the s u c c e s s of the Sympo­
sium. 

Dr. Ekmeleddin i h s a n o g l u , D i r e c t o r 
G e n e r a l of the C e n t r e , welcomed 
the d i s t i n g u i s h e d g u e s t s to the 
Symposium. He recounted the p o s i ­
t i v e r e s u l t s a c h i e v e d by the 
Centre w i t h i n a s h o r t span of 
t h r e e y e a r s . Among o t h e r s , t h e s e 
i n c l u d e d , a t t a i n i n g i t s d i p l o m a t i c 
s t a t u s , p u b l i c a t i o n of books such 
as "Ottoman Yearbooks", "The Mus­
li m Pious Foundations and R e a l 
E s t a t e s i n P a l e s t i n e " , "Adresses 
of C u l t u r a l I n s t i t u t i o n s i n the 
O.I.C. C o u n t r i e s " and the "News­
l e t t e r " . He a l s o sought the a s s i s ­
tance of the p a r t i c i p a n t s w i t h 
regard to ongoing r e s e a r c h pro­
j e c t s e s p e c i a l l y i n the 

p r e p a r a t i o n of a "World B i b l i o ­
graphy of the T r a n s l a t i o n s of the 
Meanings of the Holy Quran" and 
the "World Guide-Book of I s l a m i c 
C u l t u r a l I n s t i t u t i o n s " . He i n ­
formed the audience t h a t the p r e ­
sent Symposium, i s the f i r s t i n a 
s e r i e s t h a t w i l l take p l a c e co­
v e r i n g o t h e r important themes i n 
the domain of I s l a m i c h i s t o r y , a r t 
and c u l t u r e . At the end, he 
thanked H.E. Mr. Habib Chatty, 
H.E. Mr. Bakary Drame and o t h e r s 
i n the S e c r e t a r i a t f o r t h e i r a c ­
t i v e support without which the 
Symposium could not have been 
m a t e r i a l i s e d . He a l s o expressed 
h i s g r a t i t u d e to the members of 
the O r g a n i s i n g Committee f o r t h e i r 
expert a d v i c e . He expressed h i s 
utmost thanks and deep a p p r e c i a ­
t i o n to the T u r k i s h Government 
e s p e c i a l l y i n the person of H.E. 
Mr. I l h a n E v l i y a o g l u and the Mi­
n i s t r y of F o r e i g n A f f a i r s f o r 
t h e i r u n f a i l i n g support s i n c e the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t of the C e n t r e . 

At the end of the opening Cere­
mony, two documentaries on I s l a m i c 
A r t s prepared hy the Centre were 
shown. The f i r s t r e l a t e d to the 
a r t of C a l l i g r a p h y and the great 
C a l l i g r a p h e r , the l a t e Mr. Hamid 
AytaQ. The second was about " g i l ­
ding" and " i l l u m i n a t i o n " , the a r t s 
of the book and other i s l a m i c 
decorat i o n s . 
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SYMPOSIUM: THE WORKING 
SESSIONS 

(18 APRIL 1983) 

Working Session 1 

The opening session of the Symposium was f o l l o w e d by two working sessions i n 
the evening. The f i r s t working session s t a r t e d w i t h Princess Wijdan A l i i n the 
c h a i r . The f o l l o w i n g scholars read t h e i r papers i n t h i s session. 

1. Prof. Dr. Abdul Aziz Kamel: 
(Kuwait) 

2. Dr. Ekrem Hakki Ayverdi 
(Turkey) 

Prof.Dr. Oktay Aslanapa: 
(Turkey) 

Dr. Emel Esin: 
(Turkey) 

Discussion : 

The R e l i g i o n And C r e a t i v i t y I n I s l a m i c 
A r t ( A r . ) 

The Development of A r c h i t e c t u r e I n Islam 
( F r . ) 

The Devolopment of.Konya S e l j u k 
Carpets(Eng.) 

The Quranic Verses And the Hadith, as 
Sources of I n s p i r a t i o n I n I s l a m i c A r t 
(Eng.) 

A f t e r the speakers read t h e i r papers, a b r i e f d i s c u s s i o n f o l l o w e d which mainly 
centered around a few debateable p o i n t s r a i s e d i n the paper of Dr. Emel Esin. 

Working Session 2 : 

This session s t a r t e d a f t e r the coffee break. Prof.Dr.Abdul Aziz Kamel presided 
over t h i s session. The f o l l o w i n g speakers read t h e i r papers. 

1. Dr. A f i f Bahnassi: 
( S y r i a ) 

2. Dr. Safwan T e l l : 
(Jordan) 

- The s t a r s I n The Geometrical Arabesque 
( A r . ) 

- The P r i n c i p l e s Of I s l a m i c A r t 
( A r . ) 



H.E. Mr. Habib Chatty, Secretary General of the O.I.C. a t t e n d i n g one of the 
working s e s s i o n s . S i t t i n g on h i s l e f t : Dr. Ekrem Hakki A y v e r d i , a famous 
Turkish a r c h i t e c t . 

3. Prof. Dr.Hamed Adjabbi: - I s l a m i c A r t , I t s Common P r i n c i p l e s 
( T u n i s i a ) Themes And Forms (A r . ) 

4. Dr. Abdulhadi T a z i : - Water Clock Of The 8th Century H i j r a I n 
(Morocco) The Tower Of al-Qarawiyin U n i v e r s i t y I n 

Morocco (Ar.) 

Discussion : 

The d i s c u s s i o n which mainly revolved round the paper of Dr. Bahnassi and was 
mostly i n the nature of seeking e x p l a n a t i o n s . 

Dr. Mohammad S i j e l m a s s i from Marocco asked whether the speaker had excluded 
c a l l i g r a p h y from h i s study as i t only explains the geometrical and f l o r a l 
designs.The speaker explained t h a t he had not , i n h i s paper, touched upon 
C a l l i g r a p h y which, according t o him, could be taken as a hi g h example of 
c r e a t i v i t y i n I s l a m i c A r t s . 

Mr. Bida Habib from Tunis wanted t o know why the speaker had omitted the men­
t i o n of the e s s e n t i a l sources on which h i s hypothesis about the s t a r s i n 
Arabesque was based. The speaker explained t h a t the reference t o t h i s e f f e c t 
e x i s t e d i n h i s d e t a i l e d paper. P r o f . D r . I s m a i l A l - F a r u q i remarked t h a t i t was 
important t o know which p a r t s of I s l a m i c A r t s had been borrowed from the 
previous c i v i l i z a t i o n . Mr. Safwan T e l l thought t h a t the o r i g i n of the f l o r a l 
decorations could be traced back t o previous c i v i l i z a t i o n s such as Byzantine, 
Roman, Egyptian e t c . He also opined t h a t I s l a m i c a r t s are not based on man or 
h i s achievements. Dr. A f i f Bahnassi then explained the geometrical forms of 
s t a r s . The chairman of the session emphasised the need f o r c o m p i l a t i o n of an 
Is l a m i c D i c t i o n a r y of A r t s i n order t o e f f e c t c o o r d i n a t i o n i n the terminology. 
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19th A p r i l 1983 

Working Session 3 : 

The t h i r d working session of the Symposium s t a r t e d at 9 A.M. Dr. A f i f Bahnassi 
chaired the session. The f o l l o w i n g scholars read t h e i r papers. 

Prof.Dr. A p t u l l a h Kuran: 
(Turkey) 

- I n t e r i o r i t y And E x t e r i o i t y I n 
T u r k i s h A r c h i t e c t u r e (Eng.) 

Dr. Stefano Bianca: 
( S w i t z e r l a n d ) 

Unity And V a r i e t y I n The Domestic 
A r c h i t e c t u r e I n Islam (Eng.) 

3. Prof. Dr. Janine 
Sourdel-Thomine 

(France) 

Revival Of Seljuk A r t I n The I r a n i a n 
Regions ( F r . ) 

A view of the d i s t i n g u i s h e d d e l e g a t e s and s c h o l a r s . 



Prof.Dr. Mehmet Olus A r i k : 
(Turkey) 

Mr. Yousuf Natsheh: 
(Jerusalem) 

An Essay On Form Determining Factors 
I n I s l a m i c A r c h i t e c t u r e (Eng.) 

- The A r c h i t e c t u r e Of I s l a m i c Jerusalem: 
Our Duties (Eng.) 

Discussion 

The papers presented i n t h i s session v;ere very i n t e r e s t i n g . The audience were 
moved by the s l i d e s of monuments of occupied Jerusalem shown by Mr. Yousuf 
Natsheh, D i r e c t o r Of Department of I s l a m i c Archaeology i n Jerusalem, d e p i c t i n g 
the poor c o n d i t i o n of the b u i l d i n g s . The chairman drew the a t t e n t i o n of a l l 
I s l a m i c Governments and i n t e r n a t i o n a l bodies such as UN and UNESCO t o act 
before i t was too l a t e . " I t i s not only an I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e but a human h e r i ­
tage, "he s a i d , "and ways and means must be found t o preserve i t . " He also 
agreed w i t h the suggestion of Mr. Yousuf Natsheh t h a t a photographic e x h i b i ­
t i o n of the h i s t o r i c a l remains of Jerusalem may be arranged which should 
t r a v e l t o a l l Muslim c o u n t r i e s . Another scholar proposed the establishment of 
a Fund f o r the p r e s e r v a t i o n of t h i s h e r i t a g e which i s i n danger. 

Working Session 4 

Prof.Dr. Biilent Ozer chaired t h i s session. The f o l l o w i n g speakers read t h e i r 
papers. 

1. P rof. Dr. Dominique Sourdel: 
(France) 

2. Mr. A l i L o u a t i : 
( T u n i s i a ) 

3. Arch. Dr. Turgut Cansever 
(Turkey) 

4. Dr. Peter Andrews: 
(Germany) 

Working Session 5 : 

- C i t y A r c h i t e c t u r e I n The Medieval 
I s l a m i c World ( F r . ) 

- Some r e f l e c t i o n s about the A e s t h e t i c 
U n i t y Of I s l a m i c A r t ( A r . ) 

- The Basic Issues Of I s l a m i c 
A r c h i t e c t u r e (Eng.) 

- The Culmination Of The I s l a m i c 
Dome I n I n d i a / P a k i s t a n (Eng.) 

This session s t a r t e d a f t e r the lunch-break. Dr. M. Saleh E l Mahdi was the 
chairman as w e l l as one of the speakers. The f o l l o w i n g scholars read t h e i r 
papers: 

1. Arch.Mr. Ayub Malik: 
(England) 

- The Contemporary Muslim C i t y (Eng.) 
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Another working session i n progress. A view of the d i s t i n g u i s h e d p a r t i c i p a n t s . 

2. Dr. M. Saleh E l Mahdi 
( T u n i s i a ) 

- The Impact Of Tur k i s h Music On Arabic 
Music ( A r . ) 

3. Dr. Mahmoud Guettat: 
( T u n i s i a ) 

- R e f l e c t i o n s On The Common Elements I n 
The A r t Of I s l a m i c Music ( F r . ) 

4. Mr. Erciimend Berker: 
(Turkey) 

- The Reciprocal I n f l u e n c e Between The 
Tu r k i s h Music and Islam ( F r . ) 

5. Dr. Mohamed S i j e l m a s s i : - The Signs Of Ta t t o o i n g : An A r t i s t i c 
(Morocco) Expression I n The Popular A r t s ( F r . ) 

6. Prof. Dr. Nurhan Atasoy: - An Important Source For Researches I n 
(Turkey) The Near East: The Photograph Albums Of 

The Y i l d i z Palace (Eng.) 

7. Dr. Abdulaziz D a u l e t l i : - C a l l i g r a p h y : E s s e n t i a l Elements And 
( T u n i s i a ) H i s t o r y ( A r . ) 

I t was one of the longest sessions as the number of speakers was q u i t e l a r g e . 
Dr. M. Saleh E l Mahdi, i n e l a b o r a t i n g the theme of h i s paper, sang some songs 
i n Arabic which bear the i m p r i n t of T u r k i s h music, which was l i k e d as a 
welcome d i v e r s i o n and was a pleasant s u r p r i s e . 
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Working Session 6 

This was the l a s t session of the day. Pr o f . Dr. Emin B i l g i c from the 
U n i v e r s i t y of Ankara ,presided over the session. Only three speakers were 
a v a i l a b l e t o read t h e i r papers. 

1. Mr. Yousuf Thannon: 
( I r a q ) 

- The Thuluth And Sources Of I s l a m i c 
A r t ( A r . ) 

2. Dr. Mohammad C h e r i f i : 
( A l g e r i a ) 

Arabic S c r i p t 
And A r t ( A r . ) 

I t s O r i g i n a l i t y 

3. Dr. Bida Habib: - The P h i l o s o p h i c a l Dimensions And 
( T u n i s i a ) Beauty Of The A r t Of Arabic 

C a l l i g r a p h y ( A r . ) 

The session was i n t e r e s t i n g as new l i g h t was shed on the subject of c a l l i g r a ­
phy and i t s m a n i f o l d dimensions. The speakers traced the beginning of the a r t 
of c a l l i g r a p h y , i t s sources, i t s e s s e n t i a l f e a t u r e s and the h i s t o r y of the 
development of t h i s f a s c i n a t i n g I s l a m i c A r t . 

The appeal made by Dr. Mohammad C h e r i f i f o r the conservation of the a r t of 
c a l l i g r a p h y was very t i m e l y as i t i s becoming more and more e x t i n c t due t o the 
lac k of patronage. The paper of Dr. Bida Habib who termed c a l l i g r a p h y as the 
" S p i r i t u a l A r c h i t e c t u r e " also stressed the same f a c t when he asked the au­
dience whether the s t o r y of t h i s I s l a m i c A r t has f i n a l l y come t o an end. 

Another view of the audience. Also seen i n the p i c t u r e (from l e f t t o 
r i g h t ) F i r s t row: Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Prof.Dr. Janine Sourdel and 
Prof.Dr. Dominique Sourdel. 2nd row: Dr. Mahmoud Zouber. 
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21st A p r i l 1983 

Working Session 7 : 

The Symposium reconvened a f t e r a day's break. On 20th A p r i l 1983, the d e l e ­
gates p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the I s l a m i c A r t s E x h i b i t i o n opened by H.E. Biilend Ulusu, 
the Prime M i n i s t e r of Turkey. The ceremony was held at the A t a t u r k K u l t u r 
Merkezi. Seven d i f f e r e n t e x h i b i t s r e l a t i n g t o d i f f e r e n t branches of I s l a m i c 
A r t s were displayed at various places i n I s t a n b u l . 

The 7th session s t a r t e d w i t h Dr. Najmudine Bammate i n the c h a i r . The f o l l o w i n g 
scholars presented t h e i r papers. 

1. Eng. Dr. Ludvig Kalus: 
(France) 

2. Prof. Dr. Cevat Erder: 
( I t a l y ) 

3. Dr. Suha Ozkan: 
( S w i t z e r l a n d ) 

4. Prof. Dr. Alexandre 
Papadopoulo (France) 

A f t e r the papers were read, discussions were centered on the paper of Prof. 
Alexandre Papadopoulo. 

Working Session 8 : 

This session s t a r t e d at 5 P.M. under the chairmanship of Dr. I s m a i l A l - F a r u q i . 
The f o l l o w i n g scholars read t h e i r papers: 

1. Mr. Ibrahim Boolaky: - "The Combination of Arabic P r i n c i p l e s 
(U.K.) and A r c h i t e c t o n i c Forms I n I s l a m i c A r t " 

(Eng.) 
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- The A r t Of The I s l a m i c Coins ( F r . ) 

- The ICCROM: I n t e r n a t i o n a l Centre Of 
Study For The Conservation and the 
R e s t o r a t i o n of C u l t u r a l Heritage And 
I t s Concern f o r I s l a m i c Countries And 
The Conservation Of Their Works Of A r t 
( F r . ) 

- Conception, Objectives And Development 
of Aga Khan Award.(Eng.) 

- On the A e s t h e t i c s of I s l a m i c A r t ( F r . ) 



2. Dr. F i l i z Y e n i s e h i r l i o g l u : - The Ornamentation Of I s l a m i c Ceramics: 
(Turkey) The Forms I n Space Created By The Forms' 

( F r . ) 

3. Mrs. Animah Syed Mohamed: - Contemporary V i s u a l A r t s I n Malaysia. 
(Malaysia) (Eng.) 

The di s c u s s i o n a t t h i s session centered around c u r r e n t s of contemporary a r t i n 
the I s l a m i c World. 

22nd A p r i l 1983 

Working Session 9 : 

The session s t a r t e d at 9 A.M. under the chairmanship of Arch. Sami M. Angawi, 
D i r e c t o r of the H a j j Research Centre. The f o l l o w i n g scholars read t h e i r papers: 

1. Prof. Dr. Salahuddin A l - M u n a j j i d : - The P i c t u r e s Of Makkah Al-Mukarramah and 
(Lebanon) al-Medina Al-Munawwara i n Manuscripts 

( A r . ) 

2. Prof. Dr. Metin And: - U n i f o r m i t y And D i v e r s i t y I n I s l a m i c 
(Turkey) T h e a t r i c a l A r t s . ( E n g . ) ~ 

3. Prof. Dr. Giinsel Renda: - P o r t r a i t u r e I n I s l a m i c P a i n t i n g . (Eng.) 
(Turkey) 

4. Prof. Dr. L o i s Lamya A l - F a r u q i : - The I s l a m i z a t i o n Of The Hagia Sof i a 
(U.S.A.) Plan. (Eng.) 

Discussion: 

I s l a m i c c i v i l i z a t i o n i s a c i v i l i z a t i o n of f a i t h which i s assigned p r i o r i t y 
over other p r i n c i p l e s which are knowledge, a e s t h e t i c s and technique and t h i s 
was the notable p o i n t of d i s c u s s i o n . 

Working Session 10 : 

Prof. Dr. Oktay Aslanapa chaired the session. The f o l l o w i n g scholars read 
t h e i r papers: 

1. Dr. Zeren T a n i n d i : - I l l u s t r a t e d H i s t o r i c a l Texts I n The 
(Turkey) I s l a m i c Manuscripts (Eng.) 
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2. Dr. Abdullah Saleh T a k i : 
(Kuwait) 

- About the I s l a m i c Conception On A r t 
(Ar . ) 

P r o f . Dr. I s m a i l A l - F a r u q i : 
(U.S.A.) 

F i g u r a t i v e Representation And Drama; 
t h e i r P r o h i b i t i o n And T r a n s f i g u r a t i o n 
I n I s l a m i c A r t . (Eng.) 

Dr. Ulku Bates: 
(U.S.A.) 

Ottoman Documents Concerning b u i l d i n g 
A c t i v i t i e s I n Mecca And Medina. (Eng.) 

The papers presented at t h i s session were very i n f o r m a t i v e . 

Dr. Ulku Bates threw l i g h t on the importance of Ottoman i m p e r i a l orders, 
decrees and i m p e r i a l r e g i s t e r books which provide d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n about 
the r e p a i r s and extension works of Holy Places i n Mecca and Medina. 

H.R.H. P r i n c e s s Wijdan A l i ( S e a t e d 3rd from r i g h t ) P r e s i d i n g over the 
c o n c l u d i n g s e s s i o n . P r o f . Dr. Abdul A z i z Kamel, A d v i s e r to H.E. the Amir of 
Kuwait r e a d i n g out the I s t a n b u l D e c l a r a t i o n on I s l a m i c A r t s . 



Concluding Working Session 

Princess Wijdan A l i was the chairman of t h i s l a s t session, where only two 
papers were presented. 

1. Prof. Dr. Shaker Mustafa: - Elements of Unity i n I s l a m i c A r t . (Ar.) 
(Kuwait) 

2. Prof. Dr. Najmuddine Bammate: - C a l l i g r a p h y - The P r i n c i p a l Of U n i t y . 
(France) (Eng.) 

The f i n a l e v a l u a t i o n of the symposium was made by the delegates and p a r t i c i ­
pants a f t e r a l l the papers were read. Almost a l l the p a r t i c i p a n t s were unani­
mous i n t h e i r o p i n i o n about the success of the symposium. 

Even the date, place and subject of the next symposium were proposed and other 
i n s t i t u t i o n s were a l s o advised and i n v i t e d t o take t h i s lead and hold s i m i l a r 
sympos iums. 

Princess Wijdan A l i , summed up the Symposium by saying t h a t a wide f i e l d had 
been covered and advised the I s l a m i c a r t i s t s t o p o r t r a y the o r d i n a r y l i f e , 
progress and achievements of the people through t h e i r a r t i s t i c works. She also 
urged the 'Muslim e l d e r s ' t o understand the problems of the contemporary a r ­
t i s t s and also o f f e r them g u i d e l i n e s . She lamented the la c k of s o c i a l s e c u r i t y 
f o r the a r t i s t s i n the I s l a m i c world and emphasised the need f o r r e s t o r i n g t o 
the a r t i s t the d i g n i t y and s t a t u s t h a t he deserves. 

She thought i t was not only the f i e l d of a r t t h a t needs t o be 'islamized' but 
others such as economy, education must also be brought i n t o l i n e w i t h the 
s p i r i t of Islam. She paid t r i b u t e s t o Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu f o r the suc­
c e s s f u l o r g a n i s a t i o n of the Symposium. She described the Symposium as an event 
of great importance not only f o r Turkey but also f o r the I s l a m i c World. "The 
a r t i s t s and a r t h i s t o r i a n s have immensely b e n e f i t t e d from each other and t h i s 
i s " , "she thought" a c o n s t r u c t i v e outcome of the Symposium. 



SYMPOSIUM: THE 
RECOMMENDATIONS AND 
ISTANBUL DECLARATION 

A Committee of s c h o l a r s under the 
chairmanship of P r o f . Dr. Abdul 
A z i z Kamel was c o n s t i t u t e d . The 
Committee d r a f t e d the recommenda­
t i o n s and r e s o l u t i o n s along w i t h 
the I s t a n b u l D e c l a r a t i o n on 
I s l a m i c A r t s as a c o n c r e t e outcome 
of the Symposium. The d r a f t r e s o ­
l u t i o n s and D e c l a r a t i o n were r e a d 
t o the audience and approved 
unanimously. 

A: THE RECOMMENDATIONS 
AND RESOLUTIONS 

(1) The p a r t i c i p a n t s thanked 
General Kenan Evren, the President 
of Turkey, and the Prime M i n i s t e r , 
Mr. Biilend Ulusu and the M i n i s t e r 
of Culture and Tourism, Mr. I l h a n 
E v l i y a o g l u and the T u r k i s h people 
f o r t h i s Symposium and the I s l a m i c 
E x h i b i t i o n . They also thanked H.E. 
Mr.Habib Chatty, the Secretary 
General of the O.I.C. f o r t h i s 
Symposium by performing I t s 
opening ceremony, and f o r h i s work 
f o r the cause of I s l a m i c c u l t u r a l 
s o l i d a r i t y and h i s help f o r the 
Research Centre f o r I s l a m i c H i s ­
t o r y , A r t and Cu l t u r e and t o the 
I s l a m i c S o l i d a r i t y Fund f o r i t s 
support of t h i s Symposium, and the 
help they gave t o the D i r e c t o r 
General of the Centre, Dr. Ekme-
l e d d i n Ihsanoglu, and t o a l l i n s ­
t i t u t i o n s and auth o r i s e d o f f i c i a l s 
f o r t h e i r c ooperation i n the o r ­
g a n i s a t i o n of the present Sympo­
sium. 

We also propose the c r e a t i o n of a 
s p e c i a l award i n the name of the 
grea t e s t master of the contempo­
r a r y c a l l i g r a p h e r s , Hamid Al-Amidi 
(Aytac)(May A l l a h Bless His S o u l ) . 
The Centre s h a l l work out the 
d e t a i l s about these awards. This 
s h a l l i n s p i r e the new gene­
r a t i o n s of Muslims, and encourage 
them t o f o l l o w the examples of 
great Muslim a r t i s t s . For t h i s 
purpose e x h i b i t i o n s on c a l l i g r a p h y 
s h a l l be organised from time t o 
time i n the c a p i t a l I s l a m i c C i t i e s 
f o r d i s p l a y of a r t of va r i o u s 
c a l l i g r a p h e r s , a p p r a i s a l of t h e i r 
work, and t h e i r encouragement on 
governmental l e v e l and through 
l o c a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l I s l a m i c 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s and by p u b l i c i s i n g 
t h e i r works. 

(3) The p r e p a r a t i o n and p u b l i c a ­
t i o n of a l e x i c o n of t e c h n i c a l 
terms, t a k i n g i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
and u t i l i s i n g f u l l y the work t h a t 
has already been done i n t h i s 
f i e l d , e s p e c i a l l y i n Arab coun­
t r i e s . 

( 4) We c a l l f o r more help and 
support f o r museums of I s l a m i c A r t 
i n I s l a m i c c a p i t a l s and c i t i e s i n 
view of t h e i r a e s t h e t i c and i n s ­
t r u c t i o n a l v a l u e , t o demonstrate 
the u n i t y of I s l a m i c A r t on the 
whole d e s p i t e the d i v e r s i t y found 
i n i t s d i f f e r e n t schools and 
f i e l d s , and t o encourage s e t t i n g 
up of more e x h i b i t i o n s of I s l a m i c 
A r t . 

( 2 ) We propose the s e t t i n g up of 
an I n s t i t u t e f o r promotion and 
improvement of c a l l i g r a p h y t o 
serve the I s l a m i c World, w i t h 
p e r f e r a b l y I s t a n b u l as i t s head­
q u a r t e r s . 

( 5 ) The Symposium w h i l e i t lauds 
and p r a i s e s the Centre f o r i t s 
e f f o r t s e s p e c i a l l y r e c o r d i n g the 
works and l i v e s of contemporary 
c a l l i g r a p h e r s and a r t i s t s i n docu­
mentary f i l m s , c a l l s f o r expansion 
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of these e f f o r t s , so as t o b u i l d 
up a comprehensive l i b r a r y on 
I s l a m i c A r t covering both the o l d 
as w e l l as the contemporary A r t , 
t o make these documentaries e a s i l y 
a v a i l a b l e t o the younger Muslim 
genera t i o n on the one hand, and t o 
mark a new stage i n the h i s t o r y of 
A r t , and a new e f f o r t t h a t w i l l be 
subjoined t o the previous e f f o r t s 
on the other hand. 

We also note t h a t the r e c o r d i n g 
and r e c o g n i t i o n of the works of 
the contemporary a r t i s t s i s f a r 
b e t t e r than e r e c t i n g marble memo­
r i a l s on t h e i r graves or composing 
e l e g i e s a f t e r they passed away. 

(6) The p a r t i c i p a n t s recommend 
t h a t t h i s comprehensive Symposium 
should be f o l l o w e d up by more 
Symposia on a r t , about a s p e c i f i c 
theme or more than one theme of 
I s l a m i c A r t . 

s c i e n t i f i c and a r t i s t i c i n t e r e s t , 
a l l these s h a l l leave a l a s t i n g 
impact and w i l l be g r a t e f u l l y 
remembered i n the days t o come. 
The p a r t i c i p a n t s express t h e i r 
g r a t i t u d e t o the P r e s i d e n t , the 
Government and the people of Tur­
key, and hope t h a t they s h a l l 
continue t o o f f e r t h e i r support t o 
a r t i s t i c and s c i e n t i f i c a c t i v i ­
t i e s , so t h a t the f u t u r e of Islam 
i s b r i g h t e r and more g l o r i o u s and 
the Muslim Governments, Peoples 
and Scholars come c l o s e r t o each 
other and co-operate w i t h each 
other i n accordance w i t h the 
teachings of I s l a m . 

The Symposium provided an ex­
c e l l e n t o p p o r t u n i t y f o r exchange 
of views, e x p l a n a t i o n , and ana­
l y s i s of problems, and f o r the 
p r e s e n t a t i o n of masterpieces of 
I s l a m i c a r t s and also f o r a new 
f u t u r e of I s l a m i c a r t s through 
f u s i o n of p r i n c i p l e s and forms. 

B: ISTANBUL DECLARATION ON 
ISLAMIC ART 

The c o n t r i b u t i o n of the Republic 
of Turkey i n the c e l e b r a t i o n s 
throughout the I s l a m i c world 
marking the advent of the 15th 
H i j r a Century, i t s co-operation 
w i t h the o r g a n i z a t i o n of I s l a m i c 
Conference, i t s h e l p and support 
of the Research Centre f o r I s l a m i c 
H i s t o r y , A r t and C u l t u r e , pro­
v i d i n g i t w i t h a permanent place, 
and the help t h a t i t has given I n 
a rranging the i n t e r n a t i o n a l Scien­
t i f i c Symposium on the common 
p r i n c i p l e s , forms and themes of 
the I s l a m i c A r t h e l d on 5-9 Rajab 
1403 A.H. (18-22 A p r i l , 1983) i n 
the c i t y of I s t a n b u l , and a l s o the 
way i t has e n t e r t a i n e d and o f f e r e d 
h o s p i t a l i t y t o the reseach 
scholars and o f f e r e d them f a c i l i ­
t i e s f o r v i s i t s t o places of 

I n t h i s regard the p a r t i c i p a n t s 
agreed on the f o l l o w i n g broad 
o u t l i n e s : 
I -The research scholars i n 
d i f f e r e n t f i e l d s of I s l a m i c a r t s 
are now endeavouring t o l i n k these 
a r t s t o t h e i r o r i g i n a l I s l a m i c 
sources w h i l e t r y i n g t o e n l i g h t e n 
through them the l o c a l and i n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l a r t i s t i c i n f l u e n c e s . 
Though t h e r e i s m u l t i p l i c i t y of 
views on I s l a m i c a r t and i t s i n ­
t e r p r e t a t i o n s , the c o n t i n u a t i o n of 
dialogue s h a l l produce b e t t e r 
understanding as w e l l as a p precia­
t i o n of each other's views. 

I I . - J o i n t meetings of spe­
c i a l i s t s i n I s l a m i c law and a r t s 
may be h e l p f u l t o expand the area 
of c o - o p e r a t i o n beetween them as 
i n d i c a t e d by d i f f e r e n t s u b j e c t s of 
the main d i s c u s s i o n : 

a . P r i n c i p l e s of j u r i s p r u ­
dence based on Quran, the Book of 
A l l a h and the t r a d i t i o n s of the 
Prophet. 



b. Opinions and commentaries 
of j u r i s t s . 

c. The a r t i s t i c p r a c t i c e s . 

This b r i e f d e s c r i p t i o n needs ex­
p l a n a t i o n and e l a b o r a t i o n through 
f u r t h e r dialogue and i n t e l l e c t u a l 
co-operation t o open new v i s t a s 
before modern a r t i s t i c p r a c t i c e s 
as w e l l as e l u c i d a t e some of the 
problems t h a t s t i l l continue t o 
generate a l o t of heat and c o n t r o ­
versy. One such problem i s the 
question of p i c t u r e s of f l a t or 
three dimensional bodies.Our pur­
pose here i s t o throw f u r t h e r 
l i g h t on the subject by specia­
l i s t s i n t h i s f i e l d and help i n 
producing a b e t t e r cooperation and 
understanding. 

I I I . There are many contemporary 
a r t i s t i c trends i n the I s l a m i c 
c o u n t r i e s t h a t seek t o experiment 
i n c o r r e l a t i n g the p r i n c i p l e s w i t h 
the e a r l i e r I s l a m i c a r t i s t i c 
e f f o r t s on the one hand, and w i t h 
the contemporary i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
schools of a r t on the othe r . The 
proponents of t h i s group presented 
some of t h e i r model works i n the 
Symposium i n order t o e l i c i t the 
view of t h e i r colleagues and ap­
p r a i s a l of these works. The Sympo­
sium discussed these aspects i n 
the l i m i t e d time at i t s di s p o s a l 
but f u r t h e r dialogue i s needed. 
The f u t u r e symposiums should help 
achieve t h i s purpose. The p u b l i c a ­
t i o n s on a r t t o be produced by the 
Centre would also be h e l p f u l i n 
f u r t h e r i n g t h i s d i a l o g u e . 

IV. The contemporary trends of 
a r t i n the I s l a m i c world r e f l e c t 
b e a u t i f u l aspects of d a i l y l i f e as 
d i f f e r e n t I s l a m i c peoples see 
them, f o r I s l a m i c a r t does not 
only mean b i g palaces or large 
mosques, which are a r t i s t i c crea­
t i o n s t h a t now form a p a r t of 
h i s t o r y of I s l a m i c a r t . 

There was enquiry about the share 
of the labourers, the farmers and 
the youth i n the a e s t h e t i c s of 
I s l a m i c a r t . The c r e a t i v e a r t has 
r e f l e c t e d t h i s tendency very 
c l e a r l y combining o r i g i n a l i t y and 
beauty w i t h p r a c t i c a l u t i l i t y , 
w h i l e r e t a i n i n g a close l i n k w i t h 
i t s o r i g i n a l I s l a m i c sources. 

V. The a r t has not only an 
a e s t h e t i c value, but i t i s also a 
means of education, b u i l d i n g up of 
character, preserving and ensuring 
c o n t i n u i t y of a people's h i s t o r i ­
c a l i d e n t i t y and c i v i l i z a t i o n . I t 
i s our duty t o absorb i t s concepts 
i n t o our educational programmes 
and means of mass communication. 

The p a r t i c i p a n t s a l s o noted the 
t h r e a t t o the I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e 
posed by outside aggression. A 
recent example of t h i s i s the 
repeated acts of aggression of 
I s r a e l against the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
and Al-Quds. This c a l l s f o r r e ­
newed e f f o r t s f o r p r e s e r v a t i o n of 
whatever i s l e f t , and r e s t o r a t i o n 
of what i s destroyed through f i r e , 
damage or u s u r p a t i o n . 

V I . The I s l a m i c h i s t o r i c a l monu­
ments are also at r i s k due t o the 
i n t e r n a l urban expansion, especi­
a l l y i n the c i t i e s and c a p i t a l s of 
I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s . This increase 
of p o p u l a t i o n s p o i l s the past i n 
the i n t e r e s t s of the present, and 
h i s t o r y f o r the m a t e r i a l gain. 
The two i n t e r e s t s must be balanced 
p r o p e r l y , the i n t e r e s t of preser­
v a t i o n of our h e r i t a g e and those 
of the new generations f o r dwel­
l i n g and decent l i v i n g c o n d i­
t i o n s . There are many examples t o 
be found i n the c a p i t a l c i t i e s 
where s i m i l a r problems were con­
f r o n t e d and s u c c e s s f u l l y t a c k l e d . 

V I I There are c e r t a i n I s l a m i c 
a r t s t h a t do not occupy or need 
much space, yet the pressure of 
circumstances has kept them con-



f i n e d t o narrow c i r c l e s . A promi­
nent example of t h i s i s the a r t of 
c a l l i g r a p h y , the a r t employed by 
great c a l l i g r a p h e r s i n the w r i t i n g 
of the word of ' A l l a h ' which i s 
yet the s t r o n g e s t bond t h a t holds 
the Muslims t o g e t h e r . I t i s time 
t h a t more and more a t t e n t i o n 
should be given t o the advancement 
and promotion of t h i s I s l a m i c a r t . 

V I I I The g l o r i o u s periods of 
I s l a m i c h i s t o r y produced o r i g i n a l 
masterpieces of a r t t h a t symbolise 
the u n i t y of the I s l a m i c c i v i l i z a ­
t i o n d e s p i t e the great d i v e r s i t y 
i n i t s themes and lands. The 
p a r t i c i p a n t s of t h i s Symposium 
hope the present meeting s h a l l 
inaugurate a new age f o r the 
coming gener a t i o n r e s p e c t i n g newer 
and o r i g i n a l c r e a t i o n s of a r t 
r e f l e c t i n g I s l a m i c c i v i l i z a t i o n 
t h a t s h a l l n e i t h e r be a mere repe­
t i t i o n of the o l d models nor com­
p l e t e l y divorced from them, nor 

Seen i n the p i c t u r e are: (From l e f t t o r i g h t ) - H.E. Mr. Biilend Ulusu, Prime 
M i n i s t e r of Turkey, H.E. Mr. Habib Chatty, Secretary General of O.I.C. and 
H.E. Mr. I l h a n E v l i y a o g l u , M i n i s t e r of C u l t u r e and Tourism of Turkey. 

completely detached from the w o r l d 
trends and movements. I t s h a l l 
b r i n g the Muslim community nearer 
t o i t s o r i g i n a l sources, hand i n 
hand w i t h other human c i v i l i z a ­
t i o n s , responding t o and c a t e r i n g 
f o r the f u n c t i o n a l , a e s t h e t i c and 
p h y s i c a l needs of Muslim so­
c i e t i e s , and f i r m l y and s t e a d i l y 
marching onwards. This g a t h e r i n g 
i s j u s t one step i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n 
and we hope t h a t more steps and 
necessary measures w i l l f o l l o w i n 
the days t o come. For t h i s we 
seek help from A l l a h . 

And say: "Work (righteousness) 
soon w i l l A l l a h observe your work, 
and His messenger, and the be­
l i e v e r s ; soon w i l l you be brought 
back t o the knower of what i s 
hidden and what i s open: Then 
w i l l He show you the t r u t h of a l l 
t h a t you d i d (QURAN: 9:105)". And 
t r u e indeed i s the word of A l l a h I 



SYMPOSIUM: SIDELIGHTS 

Examining a C a l l i g r a p h i c e x h i b i t i o n are;(From r i g h t to l e f t ) H.E. Dr. Najah 
A l - A t t a r , M i n i s t e r of C u l t u r e , S y r i a , H.E. Mr. Habib C h a t t y , S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l 
of the O.I.C., H.E. Mr. i l h a n E v l i y a o g l u , M i n i s t e r of C u l t u r e and Tourism of 
Turkey and Mr. Muammer U l k e r , D i r e c t o r of t h e Suleymaniye L i b r a r y , I s t a n b u l . 

1 . E x h i b i t i o n of c a l l i g r a p h y by 
Hasan Celebi 

The o r g a n i s i n g committee of the 
symposium held an e x h i b i t i o n i n 
the C i t Qasr, d i s p l a y i n g the c a l ­
l i g r a p h i c works of Hasan C e l e b i , a 
student of l a t e Hamid Aytac. H.E. 
Mr. Habib Chatty, H.E. Mr. Bakary 
Drame from OIC and Princess Wijdan 
A l i were among the guests, who 
v i s i t e d the e x h i b i t i o n on the 
f i r s t day. I t remained open f o r 
the d u r a t i o n of the Symposium. The 
viewers were indeed f a s c i n a t e d by 
d i f f e r e n t s t y l e s of Arabic c a l ­
l i g r a p h y . 

2.Evening of Mevlevi Sema 

'S.ema', an a u t h e n t i c performance 
of 'Mevlevi Dervishes' was a r ­
ranged a t the Divan E d e b i y a t l 
Miizesi. I t was hosted by Mr. Feyzi 
H a l i c i o g l u , President of Konya 
Tourism A s s o c i a t i o n . Every year 
t h i s a s s o c i a t i o n c e l e b r a t e s the 
anniversary of the great s u f i poet 
Mevlana J a l a l - u d - d i n Rumi i n Konya. 
The performance was given i n the 
c i r c u l a r h a l l of the Museum on the 
evening of 21st A p r i l 1983. This 
museum was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t as a 
"Mevlevihane". The performance was 
preceded by a t r a d i t i o n a l dinner 
i n the s t y l e of Dervishes. 
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3.Concerts of T u r k i s h C l a s s i c a l 
Music 

With the k i n d permission of the 
T u r k i s h M i n i s t r y of Culture and 
Tourism, the State T u r k i s h C l a s s i ­
c a l Music Chorus gave two concerts 
,during the week. 

The f i r s t concert was given on 19 
A p r i l 1983 a t 21.30 hours i n the 
concert h a l l of A t a t u r k K u l t u r 
Merkezi. I t was conducted by Dr. 
Nevzat A t l i g , a famous Tu r k i s h 
Chorus Master and winner of the 
Award of Service t o Turkish c u l ­
t u r e . 

The songs composed by famous 
Tur k i s h composers such as Abdulka-
d i r Meragi, Gazi Giray Han, Hafiz 
Post, Mustafa I t r i E f e n d i , Haci 
Sadullah Aga, Sultan Selim I I I , 
Haci A r i f Bey and Rahmi Bey were 
included i n the programme. 

The second concert was held i n C i t 
Qasr on the occasion of the f i r s t 
meeting of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Com­
mission f o r the P r e s e r v a t i o n of 
I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l H e r i t a g e . 

The f i r s t piece was composed by 
Sultan Abdulaziz, i n whose r e i g n 
" Q i t Qasr" was completed. The 
second was consisted of c l a s s i c a l 
Tunisian music. This concert was 
very much appreciated by the 
audience. 

A group photo taken on the occasion of the lunch hosted by H.E. Mr. Biilend 
Ulusu, Prime M i n i s t e r of Turkey, i n honour of the v i s i t i n g M i n i s t e r s of 
C u l t u r e of I s l a m i c Countries and other delegates. 

21 



4. Bosphorus Cruise (22 A p r i l 1983) f i l m also presented a famous deco­
r a t o r and i l l u m i n a t o r Mr. Muhsin 
Demironat and h i s works. 

This was the c l o s i n g r e c e p t i o n 
whereby dinner was served on board 
the boat which c r u i s e d up the 
Bosphorus. The guests kept busy 
t a k i n g photographs of the b e a u t i ­
f u l scenery. 

5.Documentaries about I s l a m i c a r t s 

Both f i l m s were h i g h l y appreciated 
by the a r t c r i t i c s and scholars 
who viewed them. 

6.Excursion t o the H i s t o r i c a l 
C i t i e s of Bursa and I z n i k . 

Documentary f i l m s concerning two 
important aspects of I s l a m i c a r t s 
were also shown on the occasion of 
the Symposium. The f i r s t one r e l a ­
ted t o the l i f e and works of l a t e 
Mr. Hamid Aytac, the master c a l -
l i g r a p h e r . This f a s c i n a t i n g h a l f -
hour documentary showed some mas­
te r p i e c e s of t h i s c a l l i g r a p h e r 
along w i t h commentaries and back­
ground i n f o r m a t i o n . 

This post-symposium excursion took 
place on 23-24 A p r i l 1983 and on 
the f i r s t day the h i s t o r i c a l c i t y 
of i z n i k , very famous f o r i t s 
t i l e s and ceramics was v i s i t e d . 
The evening and the next day was 
spent i n Bursa, the f i r s t c a p i t a l 
of the Ottoman S t a t e . The v i s i t o r s 
had the chance t o see a l l the 
h i s t o r i c a l and c u l t u r a l monuments 
of Bursa and enjoyed the b e a u t i f u l 
scenery. The t o u r took place under 
the guidance of P r o f . Dr. Oktay 
Aslanapa. 

The second documentary was about 
" g i l d i n g " - a complementary branch 
of the " A r t s of the Book". I t 
showed the famous g i l d i n g a r t i s t 
Mrs. Rikkat Kunt a t her work and 
also explained v a r i o u s stages of 
the development of t h i s a r t . The 

Special programmes were arranged 
f o r the people who were accompa­
nying the p a r t i c i p a n t s and they 
v i s i t e d c u l t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l 
s i t e s such as museums, mosques, 
palaces, a r t g a l l e r i e s , l i b r a r i e s 
and gardens. 

The delegates having t h e i r dinner on boat d u r i n g the Bosphorus C r u i s e . S i t t i n g 
i n the f r o n t row (f r o m r i g h t t o l e f t ) : P r o f . Dr. Alexandre Papadopoulo, 
Prof.Dr. Abdelaziz Kamel 
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SYMPOSIUM: VIEWS AND REVIEWS 

"Back t o P a r i s , we do not want t o 
be more l a t e t o c o n g r a t u l a t e you 
on the e x c e l l e n t o r g a n i s a t i o n of 
the I s l a m i c A r t Symposium and we 
want t o thank you p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r 
the h o s p i t a l i t y extended t o us." 

Dr. Janine Sourdel 
Vice President 
U n i v e r s i t y of Paris-Sorbonne 
( P a r i s IV) 

" I would l i k e t o c o n g r a t u l a t e you 
and your colleagues f o r the per­
f e c t o r g a n i s a t i o n of a l l the ev­
ents taken place on the occasion 
of the Symposium and t h i s was 
because of the de v o t i o n of your 
team t h a t worked very w e l l . " 

Dr. Ludvik Kalus 
9,Rue Robert L i n d e t 
75015 Paris 

"The Symposium on the "Common 
Principles.Forms and Themes of 
Is l a m i c A r t s " , between the other 
congresses/symposiums t h a t I have 
attended, was the best organised, 
having a very r i c h programme.... 
I t was very e x c i t i n g and i n s t r u c ­
t i v e f o r me t o be w i t h peoples who 
have d i f f e r e n t o u t l o o k on the A r t 
and the H i s t o r y of A r t and t o know 
t h e i r ideas on the s u b j e c t . " 

Prof. Dr. Ulku U. Bates 
Department of A r t 
Hunter College Of The C i t y Univer­
s i t y 
New York 

" I wish t o thank you again f o r 
your successful s t e e r i n g of the 
Symposium i n which I had great 
pleasure t o p a r t i c i p a t e . " 

Dr. Stefano Bianca 
I n Der Looren 47,CH-8053 
Zu r i c h 

"Allow me f i r s t t o co n g r a t u l a t e 
you f o r your great e f f o r t s i n 
or g a n i s i n g the Symposium "Common 
P r i n c i p l e s , Forms and Themes of 
Is l a m i c A r t s " and t o thank you f o r 
an u n f o r g e t t a b l e week of scholar­
s h i p , music and t r a v e l . A l t h o u g h I 
am a Muslim and an Arab, your 
Symposium was the f i r s t conference 
on I s l a m i c A r t which I have 
attended i n a Muslim Country. I 
learned a great deal from i t , most 
i m p o r t a n t l y , t h a t one should ap­
proach I s l a m i c A r t w i t h a c l e a r 
understanding of the Quran and 
Sunna.... ." 

On a more general l e v e l , I s i n ­
c e r e l y hope t h a t IRCICA w i l l 
prosper as a Center of Muslim 
s c h o l a r s h i p of the highest l e v e l , 
guided by the tr u e s p i r i t of I s ­
lamic tolerance and expansiveness." 

Dr. Yasser Tabbaa 
Aga Khan A s s i s t a n t Professor 
f o r I s l a m i c A r c h i t e c t u r e at 
Harvard U n i v e r s i t y and the 
Massachusetts I n s t i t u t e of 
Technology 
Massachusetts 02139. 



" I w r i t e t o c o n g r a t u l a t e you on 
your personal e f f o r t s i n making 
the recent Symposium on I s l a m i c 
A r t a great success. Both planning 
and the implementation of the 
programme were e x c e l l e n t . . . I 
would also l i k e t o express my 
thanks and c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o a l l 
those a t IRCICA who have cont­
r i b u t e d t o make the Symposium a 
success." 

Mr. Ibrahim Boolaky 
Deputy D i r e c t o r 
New Era P u b l i c a t i o n s 
Bucks SL2 35 G-England 

" I would l i k e t o c o n g r a t u l a t e you 
on the great success achieved by 
you i n the o r g a n i s a t i o n of the 
Symposium and also f o r the f i n e 
management of a v a r i e t y of ad­
mirable Turkish I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l 
events which we had the chance t o 
see. This had evoked a p p r e c i a t i o n 
not only - of the T u r k i s h Government 
but also of a l l the p a r t i c i p a n t s . " 

Dr. Saleh al-Mahdi 
M i n i s t r y of C u l t u r a l A f f a i r s 
Tunis-Tunisia 

"Just t o say t h a t I have come back 
w i t h very happy memories of I s ­
tan b u l and of the many i n t e r e s t i n g 
events and the s t i m u l a t i n g d i s ­
cussions w i t h the various par­
t i c i p a n t s which by i t s e l f , i s an 
e x c e l l e n t achievement. I must also 
express my a p p r e c i a t i o n a t the 
meticulous planning of the Se­
minar ... 

Arch. Mr. Ayyub M a l i k 
A r c h i t e c t ARIBA 
Chapman Taylor Partners 
145, Kensington Church St. 
London V78 7LS 
England 

" I was impressed by the good o r ­
g a n i s a t i o n of the Symposium on the 
"Common P r i n c i p l e s , Forms and 
Themes of I s l a m i c A r t " and the 
f i r s t meeting of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Commission f o r the Pre s e r v a t i o n of 
Is l a m i c C u l t u r a l Heritage ... May 
A l l a h give you success i n your 
works f o r the good of Islam and 
Muslims." 

Dr. Abdulhadi Boutaleb 
D i r e c t o r General 
ISESCO, Rabat, Morocco. 

" I take t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o thank 
you and the o r g a n i s i n g committee 
of the Symposium f o r the extremely 
e f f i c i e n t way i n which e v e r y t h i n g 
has been organised from beginning 
t o the end. As the executive of 
a l l t h i s tremendous o r g a n i s a t i o n , 
which worked w i t h the p r e c i s i o n of 
clockwork, I wish t o co n g r a t u l a t e 
you p e r s o n a l l y and a l l your s t a f f 
f o r t h i s e x c e l l e n t work, which I 
have never seen equalled elsewhere 
... I t i s a p i t y t h a t the q u a l i t y 
of the papers read was not always 
equal t o t h a t of the o r g a n i s a t i o n . " 

Dr Alexandre Papadopoulo 
138, Bid. De La Republique 
92210 Saint-Cloud 
Paris 

"Back t o P a r i s , I would l i k e t o 
extend t o you our sincere thanks 
f o r your .kind r e c e p t i o n , mag­
n i f i c e n t h o s p i t a l i t y and the i n ­
t e r e s t i n g Symposium which was 
w o n d e r f u l l y conceived and o r ­
ganised ." 

Mr. M. Aziza 
UNESCO 
3, Rue B i x i o n 
75007 Paris 



" I l i k e t o thank you f o r the 
f r i e n d l y and personal r e c e p t i o n 
accorded t o me. I w i l l ask you t o 
convey my g r a t i t u d e t o the T u r k i s h 
a u t h o r i t i e s who d i d e v e r y t h i n g 
p o s s i b l e f o r the success of the 
Symposium a t a l l the phases. My 
thanks also t o the members of your 
team who resolved a l l problems of 
the p a r t i c i p a n t s w i t h kindness and 
e f f i c i e n c y . " 

Dr. Mohamed S i j e l m a s s i 
25, rue I b n Batouta 
Casablanca. 
Morocco 

"Indeed, i t (The Symposium) was a 
great success, thanks t o your 
dynamism, hardwork, s i n c e r i t y and 
the p atience. What gave i t im­
portance was the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of 
the b i g number of t h i n k e r s and 
scholars from d i f f e r e n t con­
t i n e n t s . " 

Dr. Abdulhadi Tazi 
U n i v e r s i t y I n s t i t u t e of S c i e n t i f i c 
Research, 
Mohamed Al-Khamis U n i v e r s i t y , 
Rabat-Marocco 

The delegates and p a r t i c i p a n t s t o the Symposium d u r i n g a meal. 
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ISLAMIC ARTS EXHIBITION 

The M i n i s t r y of Culture and Tou­
ri s m , Government of Turkey orga­
nised t h i s e x h i b i t i o n on the occa­
si o n of the advent of the 15th 
Century H i j r a . I t was held i n 
implementation of the d e c i s i o n 
taken t o t h i s e f f e c t a t the 7th 
Is l a m i c Foreign M i n i s t e r s Confe­
rence convened at I s t a n b u l i n 1976. 

The H i j r a of the Holy Prophet 
Mohammed (P.B.U.H.) from Mecca t o 
Medina forms a t u r n i n g p o i n t i n 
the h i s t o r y of not only Islam but 
the whole mankind. This was the 
beginning and the spread of Islam 
as a great moral, s o c i a l and c u l ­
t u r a l system, capable of producing 
r i c h and splendid a r t i s t i c master­
pieces i n a v a r i e t y of f i e l d s . 
'The purpose of t h i s five-month 
e x h i b i t i o n was t o d i s p l a y a va­
r i e t y of a r t i s t i c and c u l t u r a l 
masterpieces w i t h i n the context of 
the I s l a m i c a r t . ' 

The e x h i b i t i o n was o f f i c i a l l y 
opened on Wednesday, 20 A p r i l 1983 
at 11.00 A.M. a t the A t a t u r k K u l -
tUr Merkezi by H.E.Mr. Bulend 
Ulusu, Prime M i n i s t e r of the Re­
p u b l i c of Turkey. H.E.Mr.Habib 
Chatty, Secretary General of the 
O.I.C. and delegates of c o u n t r i e s 
i n v i t e d by the Tur k i s h Government 
were present. 

The stage was decorated w i t h the 
f l a g s of a l l the muslim c o u n t r i e s . 
The ceremony s t a r t e d w i t h the 
r e c i t a t i o n of the Holy Quran. The 

"Qari" sat on a s p e c i a l l y designed 
p l a t f o r m on the r i g h t corner of 
the stage w i t h a l a r g e copy of 
Quran placed on a b e a u t i f u l l y 
carved wooden 'Rahle'. A f t e r the 
r e c i t a t i o n , H.E.Mr. I l h a n E v l i y a -
o g l u , M i n i s t e r of Culture and 
Tourism, made h i s i n t r o d u c t o r y 
speech, i n which he gave the back­
ground and outstanding features of 
the e x h i b i t i o n . He al s o underlined 
the important r o l e played by the 
Muslim Turks i n the promotion of 
Is l a m i c a r t and c u l t u r e from the 
time of A n a t o l i a n Seljuks t o the 
present date. He expressed h i s 
wish t h a t such e x h i b i t i o n s and 
f u n c t i o n s would be more f r e q u e n t l y 
held i n f u t u r e w i t h a view t o 
promoting understanding among 
nations of the w o r l d , e s p e c i a l l y 
the I s l a m i c Countries. 

I n h i s speech,H.E.Mr. Habib 
Chatty, Secretary General of the 
I s l a m i c Conference, paid h i s 'res­
p e c t f u l s a l u t a t i o n and highest 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o H.E. General 
Kenan Evren, President of the 
Tu r k i s h Republic f o r h i s f r u i t f u l 
endeavours i n p u r s u i t of Turkey's 
p r o s p e r i t y and progress* and f o r 
the e f f e c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n of the 
Tu r k i s h Republic i n the a c t i v i t i e s 
and promotion of the O.I.C. 

He a l s o paid t r i b u t e t o H.E. Mr. 
Bulend Ulusu, the Tu r k i s h Prime 
M i n i s t e r , f o r h i s p o s i t i v e r o l e , 
on behalf of h i s country, w i t h i n 
the framework of the Organisation 
of I s l a m i c Conference. 
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He c o n g r a t u l a t e d the T u r k i s h Mi­
n i s t e r of C u l t u r e and Tourism and 
h i s M i n i s t r y f o r t h e i r endeavours 
f o r the success of t h i s great 
event. U n d e r l i n i n g the importance 
of the venue of the e x h i b i t i o n , he 
s a i d : "The o r g a n i s a t i o n of such 
e x h i b i t i o n s on t h i s land i s i n d i ­
c a t i v e , on the one hand, of the 
p i o n e e r i n g r o l e assumed by the 
Turks f o r the triumph, defence and 
d i s s e m i n a t i o n of Islam and on the 
o t h e r , of the T u r k i s h people's 
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the e d i f i c e of 
I s l a m i c c i v i l i s a t i o n and c u l t u r e 
as w e l l as i t s enrichment of I s ­
lamic a r t . The O.I.C.'s choice of 
I s t a n b u l as host c i t y t o the Re­
search Centre which now bears i t s 
name, was due t o the f a c t t h a t the 
c i t y i s witness t o the p o s i t i o n 
achieved by I s l a m i c c i v i l i z a t i o n 
and a r t i n t h i s country whose 
mosques, I s l a m i c monuments, mu­
seums and palaces have made i t an 
o b j e c t of d e s i r e f o r the heart and 
' q i b l a h ' f o r the eye". 

H.E.Mr. Biilend Ulusu, Prime Mi­
n i s t e r of Turkey, i n h i s opening 
speech, l a i d s t r e s s on the s i g n i ­
f i c a n c e of H i j r a and i t s i n f l u e n c e 
on the a r t and a r c h i t e c t u r e of the 
I s l a m i c lands. "The h o l d i n g of the 
e x h i b i t i o n " , he s a i d , " i s an e f ­
f o r t t o create an awareness of the 
past and there i s almost no n a t i o n 
who has developed, w i t h o u t having 
the consciousness of the past 
which can be described as l e a r n i n g 
and comprehending how and through 
which ways, the norms and the 
values have come t o ex i s t e n c e . " 

S t r e s s i n g the a s s i m i l a t i n g charac­
t e r of the I s l a m i c c i v i l i z a t i o n , 
he s t a t e d : "The I s l a m i c r e l i g i o n 
has shown a s p e c i a l and s c i e n t i f i c 
i n t e r e s t t o the developments, 
a r t i s t i c forms and masterpieces 
which have been created by man­
k i n d . By r e - e v a l u a t i n g the s c i e n ­
t i f i c and a r t i s t i c work of the 
ancient ages and by d i s s e m i n a t i n g 
the synthesis and values so crea­
t e d , the I s l a m i c r e l i g i o n has 
r e a l i s e d the f i r s t movement of the 
renaissance. I n t h i s manner the 

a r t i s t i c movement of high standard 
and value have taken place i n the 
I s l a m i c World. The a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
works and monuments, which r e p r e ­
sent the great and b r i l l i a n t c i v i ­
l i z a t i o n s , and t h e i r profound 
c u l t u r a l e v o l u t i o n s , have been 
created." 

Emphasising the need f o r coopera­
t i o n among the Muslim c o u n t r i e s t o 
b r i n g f o r t h the b r i g h t aspects of 
I s l a m i c c i v i l i z a t i o n , he s a i d , " I t 
should be admitted t h a t when I s ­
lamic c o u n t r i e s act independently 
from each o t h e r , they can produce 
only a few e x p e r t s , who can e v a l u ­
ate only a l i m i t e d p a r t of t h e i r 
i n h e r i t e d c u l t u r e s . Sometimes, 
even t h i s cannot be achieved. For 
t h i s reason, we b e l i e v e t h a t there 
are numerous advantages by the 
cooperation among I s l a m i c Coun­
t r i e s i n the f i e l d s of the h i s t o r y 
of a r t s and archaeology." 

A f t e r the speeches were made, the 
heads of the f o r e i g n delegations 
and members of Governing Council 
of the Centre and the Heritage 
Commission and eminent scholars 
a t t e n d i n g the Symposium, were 
presented t o H.E. the Prime M i n i s ­
t e r , immediately f o l l o w e d by the 
opening of the " I s l a m i c A r c h i t e c ­
t u r e Photographic E x h i b i t i o n . " On 
d i s p l a y were f a s c i n a t i n g photo­
graphs of I s l a m i c a r c h i t e c t u r e as 
i t developed i n Turkey and other 
I s l a m i c lands. 

A r c h i t e c t u r e of mosques was the 
centre of a t t r a c t i o n and absorbed 
the a t t e n t i o n of the viewers, i n 
a d d i t i o n t o the a r c h i t e c t u r e of 
palaces, canals, b r i d g e s , gardens, 
towns and v i l l a g e s . 

The f o r e i g n delegates and the 
d i p l o m a t i c corps were i n v i t e d t o 
lunch by the T u r k i s h Prime M i n i s ­
t e r . I n the a f t e r n o o n , the pro­
gramme s t a r t e d w i t h the opening of 
the "Sacred R e l i c s E x h i b i t i o n " at 
the Topkapi Palace against the 
background music of the famous 
" M e h t e r " ( M i l i t a r y Band) of Turkey 
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H.E. Mr.Habib Chatty, Secretary General of the O.I.C. 
Ceremony of the I s l a m i c A r t s E x h i b i t i o n . 

speaking i n the Opening 

which g r e a t l y i n t e r e s t e d the 
f o r e i g n delegates. The opening of 
the other two e x h i b i t i o n s namely, 
the " E x h i b i t i o n of A r t i s t i c Ar­
t i c l e s of Worship" and " I s l a m i c 
T i l e s and Ceramic A r t s E x h i b i t i o n " 
f o l l o w e d i n s h o r t i n t e r v a l s . The 
sacred r e l i c s a t t r i b u t e d t o the 
Holy Prophet Mohammed and h i s 
r i g h t l y - g u i d e d Caliphs were the 
main a t t r a c t i o n a t the f i r s t e x h i ­
b i t i o n . The second e x h i b i t i o n 
c o n sisted of prayer rugs, scarves, 
s l i p p e r s , o i l lamps,water ewers, 
Koran stands ( r a h l e ) , hand embroi­
d e r i e s , towels, napkins, and s i m i ­
l a r other a r t i c l e s i n d i c a t i v e of a 
Muslim's a t t i r e i n the s u p p l i c a ­
t i o n of God. The t h i r d e x h i b i t i o n 
comprised of two s e c t i o n s . The one 
r e l a t i n g t o the " I s l a m i c T i l e A r t " 
which 'symbolises heaven and deco­
ra t e s I s l a m i c s t r u c t u r e s through 
h i s t o r y ' , i n s t i l s man w i t h hope 
and j o y of l i f e . " The second sec­
t i o n displayed today's t i l e and 
ceramic works from v a r i o u s regions 
of Turkey. 

The day was wound up w i t h a v i s i t 
t o the ' E x h i b i t i o n of Rugs and 
Carpets' a t V a k i f l a r Halx Miizesi. 
The rug and Carpet E x h i b i t i o n 

contained some of the ol d e s t and 
r a r e s t carpets and rugs from the 
ex c l u s i v e possessions of the 
I s t a n b u l V a k i f l a r Museum. 

Then the guests proceeded t o the 
Suleymaniye L i b r a r y which i s one 
of the r i c h e s t manuscript l i b r a ­
r i e s i n the w o r l d . This was the 
venue of another e x h i b i t i o n which 
fe a t u r e d the masterpieces of c a l ­
l i g r a p h y , h a n d w r i t t e n works of the 
15th and 16th Centuries; minia­
t u r e s ; o r i g i n a l i m p e r i a l e d i c t s 
bearing s i g n a t u r e s of Ottoman 
Sultans. 

L a s t l y they went t o the "Metal and 
Woodwork E x h i b i t i o n " a t the Turk 
Islam E s e r l e r i Miizesi where some 
of the b e a u t i f u l samples of i s ­
lamic metal and woodwork a r t i c l e s 
were d i s p l a y e d . 

The splendid dinner given by the 
Tu r k i s h M i n i s t e r of Cu l t u r e and 
Tourism at the end of t h i s beau­
t i f u l day r e f l e c t e d the t r a d i ­
t i o n a l T u r k i s h h o s p i t a l i t y . 
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PREPARATORY OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION 
FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 
ISLAMIC CULTURAL HERITAGE 

H.E. Mr. Habib C h a t t y , S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l of the O.I.C. p r e s i d i n g over the 
f i r s t meeting of the H e r i t a g e Commission. 

Opening Ceremony :21st A p r i l 1983. 

I . I n a u g u r a l Session: 

The i n a u g u r a l meeting of the I n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r the 
Pr e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l 
Heritage opened on 21st A p r i l 1983 
(8 Rajab, 1403H.) i n the b e a u t i f u l 
h a l l of the 'Cit Qasr" -the new 
b u i l d i n g i n the Y i l d i z Palace 
complex granted t o the Centre. 
H.R.H Prince F a i s a l Bin Fahd Bin 
Abdulaziz, Chairman of the Commis­
sio n was prevented from a t t e n d i n g 
due t o some unavoidable 
factors.H.E. Mr. Habib Chatty, 
Secretary General of the 
O.I.C..instead presided over the 
meeting i n the presence of H.E. 
Mr. I l h a n E v l i y a o g l u , the M i n i s t e r 
of C u l t u r e and Tourism of the 
Republic of Turkey. H.E. 
Mr.Bakary Drame, A s s i s t a n t 
Secretary General f o r C u l t u r a l and 
S o c i a l A f f a i r s of the O.I.C. and 
the I s l a m i c S o l i d a r i t y Fund; 

H.E.Mr. Nevzad Ayaz, Governor of 
I s t a n b u l . Other d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
guests included r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
and honourable M i n i s t e r s of Cul­
t u r a l and I s l a m i c A f f a i r s of Ma­
l a y s i a , Arab Republic of S y r i a , 
Guinea, Somalia, Comoros I s l a n d s , 
P a l e s t i n e , H.R.H. Pricess Wijdan 
A l i , President of Royal Society of 
A r t s from the Kingdom of Jordan 
and a l a r g e number of members of 
d i p l o m a t i c corps and high o f f i c i ­
a l s of the T u r k i s h Government and 
many scholars and t h i n k e r s . The 
proceedings s t a r t e d w i t h the r e c i ­
t a t i o n from the Holy Quran. 

I n h i s opening speech, H.E. Mr.Ha­
bi b Chatty thanked the Tu r k i s h 
Republic, i t s P r e s i d e n t , Govern­
ment and people f o r the e x c e l l e n t 



h o s p i t a l i t y accorded t o him and 
other delegations p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n 
the d e l i b e r a t i o n s of the Commis­
s i o n . He said the I s l a m i c Ummah 
s h a l l be watching the a c t i v i t i e s 
of the Commission w i t h great i n ­
t e r e s t . S t r e s s i n g the v i t a l impor­
tance of salvaging the threatened 
I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e i n occupied 
Jerusalem, he s a i d : 

"Al-Quds i s the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
of a l l muslims, not the P a l e s t i ­
nians and Arabs alone. I t i s an 
I s l a m i c home and Holy land blessed 
by God i n the Glorious Quran. I t 
i s the f i r s t Qiblah and the t h i r d 
h o l i e s t s h r i n e . Al-Quds i s today 
going through a p e r i o d which, i f 
allowed t o continue much longer, 
would wipe out the I s l a m i c 
character of the c i t y and make i t 
lose i t s Arab p o p u l a t i o n , muslims 
and c h r i s t i a n s a l i k e . Indeed i t i s 
no se c r e t t h a t the Z i o n i s t sheme 
i n v o l v e s t o complete J u d a i s a t i o n 
of Al-Quds through e l i m i n a t i o n of 
i t s I s l a m i c monuments, o b l i t e r a ­
t i o n of i t s Arab p e r s o n a l i t i e s and 
for c e d e m i g r a t i o n of i t s non-
je w i s h population.Forced w i t h t h i s 
s i t u a t i o n , we can c l a i m t h a t the 
rescue of Al-Quds has become the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of a l l mankind f o r 
i t I s u n i v e r s a l l y agreed t h a t 
every c i v i l i z a t i o n a l h e r i t a g e , 
whatever i t s o r i g i n and l o c a t i o n , 
i s regarded as the h e r i t a g e of 
mankind as a whole". 

T a l k i n g about the geographical or 
t e r r i t o r i a l scope of a c t i v i t i e s of 
the Commission, he remarked : 

"When we t a l k about the 
I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e , we do not only 
mean those t h a t are already i n the 

member s t a t e s of the O.I.C., 
because o n e - t h i r d of the Muslim 
Ummah's p o p u l a t i o n l i v e s i n 
c o u n t r i e s t h a t are not members of 
our o r g a n i s a t i o n but which, 
n e v e r t h e l e s s , house an important 
p o r t i o n of our great h e r i t a g e . " 

At the end of the speech, he 
assured h i s f u l l support t o the 
esteemed Commission i n the d i s ­
charge of i t s d u t i e s and al s o 
prayed f o r i t s succes. 

H.E. M r . i l h a n E v l i y a o g l u , T u r k i s h 
M i n i s t e r of Culture and Tourism, 
i n h i s b r i e f speech, expressed h i s 
Government's pleasure over the 
s e l e c t i o n of I s t a n b u l as the head­
q u a r t e r s of the Commission and 
hoped t h a t the Commission, charged 
w i t h the h i s t o r i c r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , 
w i l l give a good account of i t ­
s e l f . He assured h i s Government's 
f u l l support t o the Commission i n 
the r e a l i s a t i o n of i t s objec­
t i v e s . He r e f e r r e d t o the I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l Symposium and the I s l a m i c 
a r t s e x h i b i t i o n "which are 
c u r r e n t l y i n progress i n I s t a n b u l " 
and termed today's opening of the 
f i r s t meeting of t h i s Commission 
as another important l i n k i n the 
same chain . He a l l u d e d t o the 
u n i v e r s a l character of I s l a m i c 
c u l t u r e and opined t h a t a l l o r ­
gan i s a t i o n s i n t e r e s t e d i n c u l t u r e 
must of n e c e s s i t y , be i n t e r e s t e d 
i n i s l a m i c c u l t u r e . He al s o r e ­
garded c u l t u r e as an "element of 
balance" or a "balancing f a c t o r " 
i n the l i v e s of people. He com­
mended the r o l e of the Research 
Centre f o r I s l a m i c H i s t o r y , A r t 
and C u l t u r e i n i n i t i a t i n g meaning­
f u l researches on I s l a m i c c u l t u r e 
and promoting and r e j u v e n a t i n g i t s 
p r i s t i n e values. 
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Mr. Abdulhadi Boutaleb, D i r e c t o r 
General of ISESCO and a member of 
the Commission, also spoke on the 
occasion. He said t h a t no n a t i o n 
could a f f o r d t o f o r g e t her past 
because i t would amount t o l o s i n g 
i t s p e r s o n a l i t y and i d e n t i t y . 
T a l k i n g about the renaissance of 
Islam, he li k e n e d i t t o sp r i n g 
t h a t comes a f t e r a c h i l l y w i n t e r . 
He then went on t o l i s t the essen­
t i a l f e a t u r e s of I s l a m i c r e n a i s ­
sance which were as under: 

- I t cannot be c a l l e d a r e b i r t h 
but only a r e - a p p r e c i a t i o n . 

- I t i m p l i e s going back t o i t s 
e s s e n t i a l values. 

- I t means a r e - e v a l u a t i o n of 
our h e r i t a g e . 

Dr. Rkmeleddin Ihsanoglu, D i r e c t o r 
General of the Centre, welcomed 
H.E. Mr.Habib Chatty, H.E. M r . i l -
han E v l i y a o g l u , members of the 
Commission and other delegates t o 
the opening ceremony of the f i r s t 
meeting of the Commission. P i n ­
p o i n t i n g the i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between the Centre and the Commis­
s i o n , he remarked : 

"The basic s t a t u t e of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r the 
Pre s e r v a t i o n of the I s l a m i c Cul­
t u r a l Heritage emphasised t h a t the 
Centre w i l l work as an executive 
organ of the Commission. I n the 
name of the Centre, I would l i k e 
to assure the members of the Com­
mission and the Secretary General 
of the O.I.C. t h a t the Centre w i l l 
do e v e r y t h i n g i n i t s power i n 
ser v i n g the Commission and the 
whole I s l a m i c Ummah". 

At the end of the speeches, the 
honourable guests were e n t e r t a i n e d 
by a concert of C l a s s i c a l T u r k i s h 
I n s t r u m e n t a l Music conducted by 
Dr. Nevzad A t l i g , a great T u r k i s h 
chorus master. The audience l i s ­
tened t o the programme w i t h r a p t 
a t t e n t i o n . 

I I . Working Session: 

The opening session was followed 
by the p r e l i m i n a r y working ses­
s i o n . I t resumed i t s d e l i b e r a t i o n s 
under the chairmanship of H.E. 
Mr.Habib Chatty, Secretary General 
of the O.I.C. The names of the 
other Commission members who a t ­
tended the meeting are : 

-Arch. Sami Angawi, D i r e c t o r Ge­
n e r a l , H a j j Research Centre, 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 
-Dr. A f i f Rahnassi, D i r e c t o r 
General of Museums and A n t i q u i ­
t i e s , Damascus, S y r i a . 
-Prof.Dr. Emin B i l g i c , Faculty of 
Languages, H i s t o r y and Geography, 
U n i v e r s i t y of Ankara, Turkey. 
-Prof.Dr. Abdulhadi Boutaleb, 
D i r e c t o r General of ISESCO, Rabat, 
Kingdom of Morocco. 
-Raja Fuziah B i n t Raja Tun Uda, 
D i r e c t o r General, Malaysian Han­
d i c r a f t Development Corporation, 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
-Prof.Dr.Gulzar Haider, ( P a k i s t a n ) 
C a r l t o n U n i v e r s i t y , Dept. of Ar­
c h i t e c t u r e , Ottawa, O n t a r i o , 
Canada. 
-Eng. Abdulkader H. Kpshak, Secre­
t a r y General of I s l a m i c C a p i t a l s 
O r g a n i s a t i o n , Mekka, Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia. 
-Dr. Salah A l Mahdi, D i r e c t o r 
General, N a t i o n a l C u l t u r a l A c t i v i -
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t i e s , M i n i s t r y of C u l t u r e , T u n i s i a . 
-Dr. Shawqi Shaath, Representa­
t i v e , P.L.O. 
-Dr. Muhammed 
of Morocco. 
-Dr Mahmoud 
Ahmed Baba 

S i j e l m a s s i , Kingdom 

Zouber, D i r e c t o r , 
Is l a m i c Centre, 

Timbuktou - M a l i . 
-Dr. Ekmeleddin ihsanoglu, D i r e c ­
t o r General of the Centre and 
Secretary General of the Commis­
s i o n . 

The meeting was also attended by 
H.E. Mr. Bakary Drame, A s s i s t a n t 
Secretary General f o r C u l t u r a l and 
Soc i a l A f f a i r s of the O.I.C. and 
the I s l a m i c S o l i d a r i t y Fund and 
Mr. Hasan Muhammed Daoud, D i r e c t o r 
f o r C u l t u r a l and S o c i a l A f f a i r s at 
the O.I.C. S e c r e t a r i a t . 

H.E. Mr.Habib Chatty opened the 
meeting w i t h h i s address of thanks 
t o H.R.H Prince F a i s a l Bin Fahd 
Bin Abdul Aziz f o r accepting the 
Chairmanship of the Commission. 
There a f t e r he c a l l e d upon the 
Secretary General of the Commis­

sio n t o present the working paper 
prepared f o r the occasion. The 
working paper, presented by Dr. 
Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, l i s t e d the 
d i f f e r e n t stages of the e v o l u t i o n 
of the Commission, besides g i v i n g 
a general view of the Commission's 
work and the proposals f o r some 
p r o j e c t s . I n va r i o u s r e s o l u t i o n s 
adopted at the meeting, the Com­
mission proposed t o hold a sympo­
sium about I s l a m i c Heritage and 
asked the Secretary General of the 
Commission and two other members 
to prepare a budget f o r the year 
1983/84 and present i t t o H.R.H. 
The Chairman of the Commission and 
to H.E. the Secretary General of 
the O.I.C. before the next 
meeting. The Commission also 
stressed t h a t the next meeting of 
the Commission be convened at an 
e a r l y date. H.E. Mr.Habib Chatty, 
the Secretary General praised the 
honourable members f o r t h e i r par­
t i c i p a t i o n and va r i o u s sugges­
t i o n s . I n con c l u s i o n , the Commis­
si o n decided t o send cables of 
thanks and g r a t i t u d e t o H.R.H., 
the Chairman of the Commission and 
the Government of Turkey. 
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THE 2 nd GOVERNING COUNCIL 
MEETING 

The 2nd annual meeting of the 
Governing Council of the Centre 
was arranged f o r 16-17 A p r i l 1983. 
I t opened i n the newly renovated 
h a l l of the 'Cit Qasr'. The pro­
ceedings s t a r t e d w i t h r e c i t a t i o n 
of the Holy Quran . D r . A f i f 
Bahnassi, the Chairman , took h i s 
seat. H.E.Mr.Bakary Drame, 
A s s i s t a n t Secretary General of the 
O.I.C. f o r S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l 
A f f a i r s and I s l a m i c S o l i d a r i t y 
Fund and Mr.Hasan Daoud, D i r e c t o r 
of C u l t u r a l A f f a i r s of the General 
S e c r e t a r i a t of the O.I.C. were 
also present. The other members 
who attended the opening session 
were as under: 

the good, wishes and g r e e t i n g s of 
H.E.Mr.Habib Chatty, Secretary 
General of the O.I.C. He assured 
h i s f u l l support t o the Centre's 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n the r e a l i s a t i o n 
of i t s o b j e c t i v e s and also s t a t e d 
the views of O.I.C. concerning the 
Centre and i t s achievements. 

He cong r a t u l a t e d the members of 
the Governing Council f o r t h e i r 
nomination as e x - o f f i c i o members 
of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission 
f o r the P r e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c 
C u l t u r a l Heritage and reminded 
them of the heavy r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
placed on t h e i r shoulders. 

- Arch.Sami M.Angawi(Saudi Arabia) 
Vice Chairman 

- Prof.Dr.Emin B i l g i c (Turkey) 
- Eng.Abdulkader H.Koshak (Saudi 

Arabia) 
- Dr.Salah Al-Mahdi ( T u n i s i a ) 
- Dr.M.Sijelmassi (Morocco) 
- Raja Fuziah Bt.Tun Uda 

(Malaysia) 
- Dr.Mahmoud Zouber ( M a l i ) 
- Dr.Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu 

( D i r e c t o r General of I s t a n b u l 
Centre) 

Dr.Ahmad Abdul S a t t a r Al-Jawary, a 
member from I r a q , could not a t t e n d . 
The Government of I r a n has y e t t o 
nominate her r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

I n h i s speech, H.E.Mr.Bakary 
Drame, A s s i s t a n t Secretary General 
of the O.I.C. f o r S o c i a l and Cul­
t u r a l A f f a i r s , conveyed t o the 
members of the Governing Council 

He requested the members of the 
Governing Council t o c a r e f u l l y 
study and prepare the work prog­
ramme of the Centre f o r 1983/84 
which would be presented t o the 
14th ICFM a t Dhaka f o r f i n a l 
a p p r oval. At the end he gave h i s 
thanks t o the D i r e c t o r General of 
the Centre and h i s s t a f f f o r t h e i r 
d e d i c a t i o n and hard work. 

D r . A f i f Bahnassi, Chairman of the 
Governing C o u n c i l , i n h i s speech, 
complimented the Centre f o r 
ac h i e v i n g a l l the proposed pro­
j e c t s approved a t the f i r s t annual 
meeting. He thought there were 
not many s p e c i a l i s e d centres i n 
the world w i t h a b e t t e r record of 
performance than t h i s Centre and 
thanked the General S e c r e t a r i a t of 
the O.I.C. f o r t h e i r u n f a i l i n g 
c o o p e r a t i o n . He r e f e r r e d t o the 
e x c e l l e n t arrangements made f o r 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l symposium. He 



f u r t h e r thought t h a t the p u b l i c a ­
t i o n of the papers presented i n 
the symposium would be another 
important a c t i v i t y of the Centre. 
He said t h a t the b e a u t i f u l b u i l d ­
ing i n which the meeting i s being 
h e l d , should a l s o o b l i g e us t o 
ponder on the great work done by 
the Centre w i t h respect t o i t s 
r e s t o r a t i o n . He cautioned the 
members of the Governing Council 
about the added r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
assigned t o them through t h e i r 
nomination on the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Commission f o r the P r e s e r v a t i o n of 
the I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l H e r i t a g e , 
which would have the same head­
quarters as the Centre. At the 
end of h i s speech, he gave h i s 
thanks t o the Secretary General of 
the O.I.C. f o r h i s goodwishes and 
g r e e t i n g s . He also expressed h i s 
thankfulness t o H.E.Mr.Bakary 
Drame, A s s i s t a n t Secretary General 
of the O.I.C. f o r h i s help and 
understanding. He f i n a l l y congra­
t u l a t e d Dr.Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, 
D i r e c t o r General of the Centre and 
h i s s t a f f f o r t a k i n g p o s i t i v e 
steps f o r the r e a l i s a t i o n of the 
Centre's t a r g e t s . 

I n h i s speech, Dr.Ekmeleddin I h ­
sanoglu, D i r e c t o r General of the 
Centre welcomed the honourable 
members and also thanked them f o r 
t h e i r a c t i v e support of the 
Centre's a c t i v i t i e s . 

Then he gave a b r i e f n a r r a t i o n of 
the events and p r o j e c t s which 
occupied the a t t e n t i o n of the 
Centre such as the i n a u g u r a t i o n 
ceremony of the Centre 23rd May 
1982; 13th ICFM, Niamey, Niger 
20-27 August 1982 ; f i r s t meeting 
of the O.I.C. Permanent I s l a m i c 
Commission f o r I n f o r m a t i o n and 
C u l t u r a l A f f a i r s , Dakar , January 
1983 ; the framing of the i n t e r n a l 
r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s ; the f i r s t 
meeting of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Commission f o r the P r e s e r v a t i o n of 
the I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l Heritage 
(scheduled t o be held on 21-22 
A p r i l 1983), p u b l i c a t i o n of f o u r 
o r i g i n a l works and the i l l u s t r a t e d 
brochure, p r e p a r a t i o n of two docu­
mentary f i l m s , the p u b l i c a t i o n of 
the Newsletter e t c . 

The 2nd Meeting of the Governing Council i n progress under the chairmanship of 
Dr. A f i f Bahnassi. 



Another view from the 2nd Governing C o u n c i l Meeting. 

T h e r e a f t e r , he presented the An­
nual Report of the Centre which 
was discussed and approved by the 
C o u n c i l . The Council also ap­
proved the Work Programme f o r the 
year 1983/84, I n t e r n a l Rules and 
Regulations and the O r g a n i s a t i o n a l 
Chart of the Centre. The Council 
recommended the establishment of a 
Fund f o r s p e c i a l p r o j e c t s t o be 
financed through i n d i v i d u a l s or 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s . The establishment 
of a s p e c i a l department f o r b i b ­
l i o g r a p h y was also proposed t h a t 
could c o l l e c t i n f o r m a t i o n on a 
permanent b a s i s , c l a s s i f y and 
p u b l i s h i t . The r e s o l u t i o n No:5 

passed by the Council commended 
the Centre as under : 

" A f t e r having seen the pro­
j e c t s accomplished by the Centre 
i n the p e r i o d between the 1st and 
the 2nd meeting, the Governing 
Council i s of the o p i n i o n t h a t the 
e f f o r t s spent on the f u l l imple­
mentation of the p l a n and e x t r a 
p r o j e c t s were commendable, es­
p e c i a l l y when i t i s seen t h a t 
these achievement were accomp­
l i s h e d w i t h l i m i t e d finances t h a t 
were h a r d l y s u f f i c i e n t t o meet 
even the most basic expenses". 



PRIME MINISTER OF MALAYSIA VISITS 
THE CENTRE 

H.E. Dr. Mahatir Bin Mohammad, Prime M i n i s t e r of Malaysia at the Centre. Dr. 
Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, D i r e c t o r General, p r e s e n t i n g a souvenir t o the Prime 
M i n i s t e r . 

H.E. Dr. Mahatir Bin Mohammad, 
Prime M i n i s t e r of Malaysia v i s i t e d 
the Centre on 15 May 1983. He 
remained i n the Centre f o r q u i t e 
sometime and was b r i e f e d by the 
D i r e c t o r General about the a c t i v i ­
t i e s of the Centre and the on­
going research p r o j e c t s . He was 
a l s o taken around v a r i o u s research 
departments where he asked sear­
ching questions t o the researchers 
a t o work. He also v i s i t e d the 
l i b r a r y where he was shown the 
r a r e books c o l l e c t i o n and copies 
of Quran i n v a r i o u s languages of 
the w o r l d , i n c l u d i n g Malay. He 
praised the r e s t o r a t i o n work un­
derway of the " C i t Qasr" -new 
premises of the Centre. He also 
presented a b e a u t i f u l l c a l l i g r a p h y 
work t o the Centre. I t was made of 
"Songket" -a t r a d i t i o n a l Malaysian 
hand-woven f a b r i c . 

The Centre i s g r a t e f u l t o H.E. the 
Prime M i n i s t e r of Malaysia f o r h i s 
very k i n d gesture. His v i s i t t o 
the Centre has a symbolic meaning 
and i n d i c a t e s a growing i n t e r e s t 
of Malaysia i n the a f f a i r s of the 
Centre. Malaysia has been an im­
p o r t a n t and a c t i v e member of the 
O.I.C. since i t s very i n c e p t i o n . 
The f i r s t Secretary General of the 
O.I.C. (1971-73), H.E. Tunku Abdur 
Rahman, was a d i s t i n g u i s h e d Malay­
s i a n and Ex-Prime M i n i s t e r of 
Malaysia. He was r e c e n t l y awarded 
the King F a i s a l I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
P r i z e f o r h i s s e r v i c e s i n the 
s e r v i c e of Islam and the O . I . C 
Malaysia has also set up an I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l I s l a m i c U n i v e r s i t y i n 
Kuala Lumpur and an I s l a m i c Bank. 
The u n d e r l y i n g concept behind 
these i s t o show t o the world 
" t h a t I s l a m i s modern, dynamic and 
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can adapt t o the needs of present 
times". 

Malaysia also declared May 3 t o 7 
as " P a l e s t i n e Week" t o create an 
awareness among i t s people of the 
P a l e s t i n e issue. During the week, 
an I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conference on 
P a l e s t i n e f o r the Asia and the 
P a c i f i c Region was also held i n 
Kuala Lumpur under U.N.O. aus­
p i c e s . The Malaysian M i n i s t r y of 
Foreign A f f a i r s launched a book 
e n t i t l e d "The Question of Pales­
t i n e " on the occasion. The 
Regional I s l a m i c Missionary Coun­
c i l f o r South-East Asia and Paci­
f i c (RISEAP), of which Malaysia i s 
an important member, has announced 
a programme t o produce a f i l m 
e n t i t l e d "Science and the O r i g i n s 
of Man According t o the Quran". 
The f i l m would be dubbed i n f i v e 

major languages 
Bahasa Malaysia, 
and French. 

i . e . E n g l i s h , 
A r a b i c , Chinese 

These are some of the ncteable 
measures taken by the Malaysian 
Government headed by H.E. Dr. 
Mahatir Bin Mohammad, the Prime 
M i n i s t e r of Malays i a i n the cause 
of I s l a m i c C u l t u r e . Recording h i s 
impressions i n the V i s i t o r s Book 
of the Centre, he wrote : 

"This i s a noble e f f o r t and 
I a p p r e c i a t e the important achiev­
ements of the Centre. I hope t h a t , 
w i t h the help of God Almighty, 
these e f f o r t s w i l l continue and 
r e c e i v e assistance from a l l s i d e s , 
I n s h a a l l a h a " . 

Dr. Mahatir Bin Mohammad 
15 May 1983 

«--*/• 

Facsimile of the impressions recorded i n Malay language by H.E. the Prime 
M i n i s t e r of Malysia. 
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CENTRE'S NEWS IN BRIEF 

Dr. David King d e l i v e r i n g h i s 
l e c t u r e . Seated i n the 1st row 
l e f t t o r i g h t are: Prof. Dr. Kazim 
Cecen, Dr. Muammer Dizer and Prof. 
Khurshid Ahmed 
-Dr. David King, an associate 
professor of Arabic and H i s t o r y of 
Science, New York U n i v e r s i t y d e l i ­
vered an i n t e r e s t i n g l e c t u r e a t 
the Centre on the evening of the 
7th September 1983. The t o p i c of 
h i s t a l k s was "The Sacred Geog­
raphy of Islam" and revolved 
around the d i r e c t i o n s used f o r the 
"Qibla" i n Mosques and methods 
employed by Ulema and astronomers 
over the Centuries f o r purpose. 
The l e c t u r e drew a good g a t h e r i n g 
and was attended by h i s t o r i a n s , 
a r t scholars and the i n t e l l e c t u a l 
e l i t e s . A l i v e l y d i s c u s s i o n f o l ­
lowed the learned l e c t u r e . P r of. 
Khurshid Ahmad, an ex-chairman of 
the planning Commission of Pakis­
tan and c u r r e n t l y chairman of the 
I n s t i t u t e of P o l i c y Studies Islam­
abad, Dr. Hassan A. M'ayergi, an 
eminent scholar from Qatar, Dr. 
Muammer Dizer, D i r e c t o r of Kan-
d i l l i Observatory, I s t a n b u l were 
prominant p a r t i c i p a n t s i n the 
di s c u s s i o n . Mr. Manuel Kiene, 
D i r e c t o r of N a t i o n a l L i b r a r y of 
Kuwait also attended the l e c t u r e . 
I t may be mentioned here t h a t Dr. 
David King i n a s p e c i a l i s t i n 
Arabic s c i e n t i f i c manuscripts and 
also worked, d u r i n g h i s stay, i n 
SQleymaniye and Topkapi L i b r a r i e s 
which are among the r i c h e s t manus­
c r i p t s l i b r a r i e s i n the w o r l d . 

VISITORS 

The Centre had the honour t o play 
host t o the f o l l o w i n g d i s t i n ­
guished guests and scholars since 
A p r i l 1983. 

28 A p r i l 
Abdullah 
the Kingdom 
Turkey. 

1983 -H.E. Mr. S a l i h 
a l - S u g a i r , Ambassador of 

of Saudi Arabia i n 

30 June 1983 -Mr. A l i U l v i Kurucu, 
a poet and l i b r a r i a n , Medina, 
Saudi Arabia. 

4 J u l y 1983 - Dr. M. N u r i Shafiq, 
Secretary General, Higher Council 
of U n i v e r s i t i e s , Amman, Jordan. 

24 J u l y 1983 -H.E. Dr.Mohammed 
( e x - M i n i s t e r of I n -

S a l i h Kamil, Mr. 
Abduh Yamani 
fo r m a t i o n ) ,Mr 
Mahmoud Jamil Hasuba, Saudi Arabia 

3 August 1983 -H.E. Mr. Arshad-
al-Zaman, A s s i s t a n t Secretary 
General of the O.I.C., Saudi 
Arabia. 

3 August 1983 -Mr. A l i 
Arab Secretary, Libyan 

Bureau, I s t a n b u l . 

5 August 1983 -Mr. 
Salahuddin, P u b l i s h e r , 
Arabia, London. 

Zeyyani, 
Peoples 

Mohammed 
Weekly 

10 August 1983 -Sheikh A l i Ibn 
Sa'ud Al-Thani, Qatar. 

30 September 1983 -Mr. Roger Pas-
q u i e r , Muslim Scholar and w r i t e r 
S w i t z e r l a n d . 

10 October 1983 -P r o f . Dr. Suheyl 
Unver, a famous T u r k i s h a r t i s t and 
Scholar, Turkey. 
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O B I T U A R Y 

Prof. Muhsin Demironat, famous 
decorator and i l l u m i n a t o r of Tur­
key, died i n I s t a n b u l on 27 June 
1983. (May h i s soul r e s t i n peace 
and A l l a h ' s mercies be on him 
Amin!). He appeared i n the docu­
mentary f i l m on " G i l d i n g and I l l u ­
m i n ations" prepared by the Centre 
and released on the occasion of 
the Centre's I n t e r n a t i o n a l Sympo­
sium on I s l a m i c A r t s held i n I s ­
tanb u l i n A p r i l 1983. 

The l a t e Prof. Muhsin Demironat 
was born i n I s t a n b u l i n 1907. He 
gratuated from the Teachers 
T r a i n i n g School i n 1928. He was 
also educated at the school of 
O r i e n t a l I l l u m i n a t i o n s and Decora­
t i o n s of the I s t a n b u l Academy of 
Fine A r t s . Mr. Tugrakes I s m a i l 
Hakki Altunbezer and Mr. Necmeddin 
Okyay were h i s teachers at the 
Academy. He gratuated i n 1937 and 

stayed on there as a teacher him­
s e l f . He gave courses on g i l d i n g / 
decorations and laquered book 
b i n d i n g t i l l 1967 when he was 
appointed D i r e c t o r of Y i l d i z Cera­
mic f a c t o r y . He r e t i r d i n 197 2. 

I n h i s e a r l y works of g i l d i n g and 
d e c o r a t i n g , he p r a c t i c e d the A l ­
tunbezer s t y l e but l a t e r r e t u rned 
t o the 16th Century c l a s s i c a l 
s t y l e . He was one of the r e f i n e d 
a r t i s t s of the c l a s s i c a l s t y l e of 
the past two c e n t u r i e s . He also 
experimented w i t h t i l e s w h i l e at 
Y i l d i z . He has l e f t many works i n 
the form of i l l u m i n a t e d papers, 
book bindings and ceramics. 

The Centre o f f e r s i t s h e a r t f e l t 
condolences t o the members of the 
bereaved f a m i l y . His passing away 
has l e f t a vacuum i n the f i e l d of 
a r t which s h a l l h a r d l y be f i l l e d . 
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H.E. Mr. Habib Chatty, Secretary General of the O.I.C., i n audience w i t h H.E. 
General Kenan Evren, President of Republic of Turkey, d u r i n g h i s l a s t v i s i t t o 
Turkey. 
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