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| Islam claims to be the universal yeligion of menkind, The ¢laim is
not without justification, The lslamie civilization encompasses
people of varied racial and ethnic stocks, who speak a variety of
languages and dielects and live under divergent econonric snd socigl
conditions, Furthermore, the Muslim population is distributed in all
geographicanl regions of the world. However,(ﬁm pe:i-vaeiven&sa of the
< Islauie Great Tradition cute mcroszc and transcends the divemity'
and heterogeneity of Huslim ﬁopﬁlatians. fhe tenets, rituals, morai
precepts and institutions of lslamic civilization have vioulded the
world-wide Luslim population into a tangible universal community or
Lomah, As & universal faith and civilization Ielam possesses not only
inner atrength and reailiano‘a vut also conciderable openness and
flez‘ibility. in the course of its onward march Islawmic civilization
has incorporated, wherever possible, several regionul features and
traditions into its matrix, Thus, in all parts of the lslamic world
one notices a richly textured synthesis of the Great Tradition of'
{slam end the local, regional tradition. However, it is the Great '
Tradition Of Islam which dominates the cultural lendscape of the
Iglanic world and binds the lglim neople togather) Ernest Gellnor,

8 keen observer of lglamic civilization, has perceptively observed

yepey prepared for the internstional colloguium on * The Bazaar in
the Culture and Civiligzation of the World of Islam® to be held undex
the auspices of the ncyelopaedie Islamical Poundation
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e cultural systeum, (In our view, the institution of bazaar at—both—the
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that anong all the world religions only Islan survives as a gerioua
faith both as a folk and & Great traﬂitionsl)

(The institutions which form the bedrock of Islamic civilization
are marked by historical aontinuity, resilience end inner dynanism,
One of these institutions, whicl; has played and continues to play,
albelit on a dininished scale, a significant role in the wdrld of Islam

18 the bszaar of the market place, The bazasr, whose etymology iso

rooted in Yersian, is a rather unique and wniversel institution in
the cilvilization of lﬂla.mﬂ which is partly borne out by its diffusion
into tnglish as well as other Indo-Iuropeen languages,

In what follows we shall examine the institution of bazaer as

TENS T T ve af—resions) lw&i. should bhe considered not in
iaolation but. in relation to the larger reslity of Islamic civilizatio
Secondly, the bazaay has to be viewed in its historical, regional-
cultural, end ecological contexts, tThirdly, it has to be seen as an
integrated complex or system of etructures, processes and tunctions,
Ich-ezmwda,-ﬁlﬂuMQg_r hoa to studied, in the-anthropological
feshilony—in—a-hoeligtioy—epatial=tengoral perspective. '

Here 1t may nof be out of place to mention that conventional
hmtoriogmyhy has tendedd to bé a little too texte-centred. Further-
more, the bulk of the coorpus of conventional historiography conprises

chronicles of royal dynadss and statecraft, which betrays en
elitiat blias, Consequently, we get to know very little about the
gocial conditions prevailing at a given point of time in a particular

| region or about the day to day life of the conmon people, In recent

years, the nescent field of socisl and cultural history has sought to .
reotify this elitist bilas in historiography by shifting the focus

fron empires and kingdom&sﬁ to social institutions end processes,

A study of the institution of Bazanr in the civilization of Islam
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- has considerable promise for expandingz the scope of social and cultural
hiatoryt _ _
=58 Qi‘he inforuation relating to the evolution of tﬁa ingtitution
of bazpar, its functions and changing charaster is avaieeble in a
scattered foram in several kinde of sources, including 1*@11@101.13 texto,
historical treatises, literary namativea, sufi malfuzat literature,
end the like, The ‘bulk of thena sources are in A:mhic- and lewian, an
to a lesser extent, in Turkish and Urdu. in addition. ‘sone 1ni’omatio
is available through anthropologicel field work,)Therefore, the
information on the bazaar has to be glemad from & variety of sources
and subjected to analysis and interpretation within a frame’émrk which
is inforaued by &« . judicious and oreative synthesis of the text and the
context, Iieedlesa to say, such a n excercise hes to be inter-disciplin
in character, . _
v ( The lslanic feith merked 8 fundementel and qualitative break

with the the pagan ideology and soclety of pre-Islamic Arabia. The
reach and impact of the Islauic revolution trought about by Frophet '

suhannad of blessed memary can be tetter appreciated if seen against th

backdroyp of prem‘lalamic Arablen socicty,\The study of ore~Islanic Arab
soclety can aloo offer valuable elues in x;eepact 0f certein historical

and institutional continuities. For example, (A nunber of fairs and

bazaars used to be held in the pre-Ilslamic period in different parts
of Arabla in which traders and merchants from far aﬁd wide participate
{he Talr at Daba, es well as those at Ukkaz, Suhar, and SUgnaa,were
international shopping centres which were frequented bv lranians,
Ulnese,Indians and lomenss among othera.(‘?) fhese fairs and bazesrs
continued to exist snd flourish in Bubaequént periods ag well, Mwayi e
wexchandise which was imported from India end sold in

irmMeri‘mma. sandalwo

olones, leather and teskwood,

'ong othors, (37
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The Ingtitution of bazaer as it existed in pre~lglanic Arabiz continued
curing the lIslanic yariad. However, trade and comuerciel tr&naactiona
e witich Yormed the backbone of the Institution, were subjected to the
morel reguletions of the Ipamic Sharieh. The islamic faith prohibited
the vale of liquor and forbidden animals end proscribed usuy, In
eddition, it prescribed norms of trade and comuerce, which were bmed
on honesty and fair play, and sought to 1mnlement then in the
inotitution of bam&r.(“ _ _
o vore of tn& prevaeiling cuntomm and conventions ralatincg to
occupations and euonomie tranaaetinns weére allowed to exist during
the Islamic period. ‘I.‘hus, during thee caliphate of Unmar asn euinent
Jurigt i&uili. Jhurayh once t@lﬁ 1 gmup of Muslim cotton carders that
thalr customs would be respected under the lslemic diﬂpanaation.(S)
mever, those eustous which violated the apirit of islenic teneteo,

Buch gs the prevailing pre~Islamic practice of dex:riving women of

inheritance righto, were dlsapproved. 1i is therefore—wortkwhile to

exanine how the iIslawic faith and the expansion of Yslauic civili...ation
brought about ﬂignifflcw:t madii’iamwnu in the inatitution of bvagaar,

' \ ~ Since the ideational and exigtential dimensions afe closely
intertwined in Islamic civilization, there is a significant intere

dinkage between the growth uf'rtha inatitution of bezany and the
Jualanic cuphesis on trade ﬂmd commerce, The rrophet enoourayed his
- followers to take up trade and comuerce as iir;atr*zments of econoaic
botterment and social welfare.

e Higtorically, the growth Emei cxpansion of bazoars hes been
'.(..laaely linked to urbanization. As realy aB the firat century c:.f the
Ila fmic era wel find that with the gyrowth of population new bezaars
'zmd Laxi (.'tS sSprang up in &aﬂinah.lnterwtimly. whe F raphet up{mnt&d
an educat@d lady,. uh:lfa. h:lnt Abdullah. a8 an officer or inspwtor
in chargca of a mrket. It may Ve suroised that wowmen used to ‘bring
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to cater to their econcic end otherfneeds.(s)
#ith the growth of urbanization and the expension of cities in

i”//different regions of the Ilslamic world the bazeayr héeame'h*neeeaaary

adjunct of the lolamic city.Thus the famed cities of Eaghded, Yhurasan|
Sanarqend, Bukhers, Isfshan, Semarqend, Tashqand, Curtubs, Lehore end
Delhi attained internationul renown for thair'flouriﬁhinb and

mugnificent bazaars,
2= ueen.in.a.holiatia and integral perspective, three inter-rela
dimensions of the institution of bazasr in the civilization of Islan
way be delineated: (a) structural, (b) Tunctianal, end (e) dynamic,
‘he baauar, as aﬂuniqua'inntitntlnn in the the civilizational
,///fmatrix of Ialar » Should be viewed icv relation to the structure of aau
ﬂp&Jﬁ as well as the canatitu&nt inatitutions of IBlamie auoiety. Th
coro of the Islamic city wes formed by a couwplex which included the |
mosque, the madrassh, the public bath and the watder supply. Close to
them was loceated the,baaﬂar.*ihich was flanked by residential gquarters
{the most iwportant structural fezture of the bazaar ie ite infﬂrntalat
aud interactionsl character, This is but a rcflection of the Ieleamic
which zdmite of no disjunefién between religious and seculay pursuits
Thus, the bazsar formed part of an integrated entity or complex - the
neighbourhood == in the Islamic c¢ity. Fach neighbourhood had its own
ldentity while partaking of alarger 1dentity.(6)

oo The structure of social space as defined by the civilizational
values of ialaﬁ.haa a distinct bearing on architecturel patterns in the
world of lslam, The architectursl style of the bazaar reflects three
motifs, The firat of these is aesthetic elegance which refiects exid
reinforces the Quiet harmony of the: social spece, Thus the bazaara of
rashen ens lafehan which were built durdng the seventeenth uenttvy. at:
out Yor thair architectural elegence and finaase. vecondly, the

architectural agtyle reflects and denarcates ther muldtifunctional
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character of the couplex, of which the bazaar formsg a part. Thirdly,

it symbolises an lslauic cultural identity at the micro level.(g)
The Thousand—end-tne—fights—conteins-a vivid desoripiion of

the faped-basaare-of—the—medievalJFolanic period, Architecturally,

the bazaar constituted a distinet quarter oi the city, which was

divided into streets or sections, The streets were covered in order
to protect the shops as well as the cusiokers from the extreues of
weather. Bach section oy street was lined by purveyors of distinctive
catezories of umerchandise, Purthermore, each section had a bakery,
réstaurmt, coffes house and imn or rest house, Beyond the commercial
gouplex ley the residential quarters, Oftem, the residential quarter
interpenetrated the space of thahazaar.(lm
 ¥hat ds-outhined—in—theforegoing couprises the most cowson
and_basic-strusture of the bazaay in the Islamic worlid. One should
tave co,;mimnoe of aimifiéant regional variations as well, which
were determined by the size and gomposition of tue city, the.level of
economic and technological develapmént, 88 well as other cultural
ans regionel factors, The growih and expansion o1 cities in the
Iﬂlwﬁic world brought in 11:3 wake dirferentiation of population
and -océ:upation. AB urban centres grow larger and heterogeneous, S0
did the bazaars.In this process the bazaars reflected, on the one
hand, the ﬁorld-view of Islamic civilization and, on the other,
regionel e¢thos., For example, during the nineteenth century there
developed sn exclusively women's bazazr in Uelhi.(ll) On the whoi&
the bazasrs existed and functioned under the shadow of the
civilizational values of lslanm,
The dialectic of unity and diversity in lislamic civilization
is reflected, among other areass, in the occupational atructure. ¢
Islanie epaliturianism encompasses all walks of life, incliuding the

means of securing l1ivelihood, Unlike other cultural traditions, islam
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recognizes no distinetions based ob birth, occupation or stetus, Lve
om;m.patiori ig conaider&d " clean"” and therefore pursuable, I’é: is a
testicony to Islazic egalitarianism that scores of eminent scholars,
/ Jurists and sages 'have risen frow the ranks of occupations which are
generally considered lowly and demeaningsl‘?} fven the ordinary and
illiteraté h_awkm'a and petty shop keepers in the bazaar diaplayed in
their dealings and vehaviour the religious and moral precepts of
Islamic civilization, (13)
In the civilization of the world of Islam the bazasar has serv
a multiplicity of functions, which include the economic, social-cult
//// 'religiaua and literary. The econormic functions of the bazaar hardly
need elaboration. The bazaoar provided 11#&111100& and employwent to
4 large section of the poulation and thereby served as the nerve cen
ol the economy. It served «o & condult for the sele of villm;:cz produ
to townsumen and city dwellers, 1t was an important wmechanism for the
diffusion or arts and crafts aswe well as tcahnuldgy. in addition,
- provided avenues for upwaerd sociel mobility, h

l/. At the social lwel, the bazaar provided opportunities :tor

in Lermtion not anly anong the different scecotions of the urban
wyula‘t;ion but a.lso between peacents and pastoralists and toemaﬂen.
«he social milieu 0f the bazaar facilitated linguistic interaction,
exchange and diffusion., The bazarr algso served as an effective vehic
and outlet of communication, The rrophet at tiumes utilized the bazas
for the propagation of Islzmic teachinga.uw In India the basanr
aelwed 63 an lmportant mechaenisu for the formation aud disvenination
0d & compoaite cultural heritage. (15)
/ ' ‘he bazaar served se an iwmportant vehiecle of Islanization,

Un the one hand, the conduct and behaviour of tuslinm traders and
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inn their respective areas oy lands, Un the other hand, it served s
en izportent mechanism for the diffusion of Jslamic ideals and preoept
amons the rural and marginal inhebitants of the hinterland,

(ften, the rent da‘;*ived froix shops located in the bazaar
Larnvided a pernunent source of mcam for the meintenence of mosques,
Similarly, t}:z.a rent or revenue from shops provided incowce for tne
mointenance of Awgqal or religious endowments, which supported padrasahs
hospitels, caravansarais and other chariteble inatitutimza,ue)

in addition to economic, social and religious ﬂmc*tian.a, the
" Laseer served literary and academic funciions as.well, For example,
thie bazasy of Ukas pmvided an exciting opportunity to poets and
penenlogiasts, mng othara, to display fheir literary, Ia;':‘atr}rial and '
other skills. I'vofessionel celligraphers, scribes end coplers, as well
as book sellers and binders, who occupied o respectable niche in the
bacaars oy the medieval periaé. played an important role in thé
. develovnent of Literary cnd scedexnlc petivities,
Over the yeuré the bu.iwl' has beew , ot & static, 'bm_; .
| _dymm::m institution of lIslamic civilization, tubject 1o iﬁfium;ceaﬁ
/ 'upurﬂtim; in the largor lslanmic society. The reverbations of réligio‘-f
refora and revivalisu were felt not only in mosques and uodrasals b,j‘t
alio in the lenes and alleys of bazaars, Thug, describing the fur-
reaching consequences of the reform movement of the renowned
thirteenth century Sufi saint of lelhd, Shaikh Nizemuddin Awliya
(d. 132%) , a contenporary historien Liauddin Farmil reports that
the dimpact of the Chailh's teachings was felt not only in religious
centres but slsc in the bazuars of lelhi. Under the influence of
his teachings, traders and merchants geve uvp their deceitiul methuﬁe
and foul play and took to honeat declings and righlecus condwt.(m)
The rise and expaunsion of kingdows aad rayai dynasties 1is

inveriably followed, sooner or later, by decline end disintegration,
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There is & cecrtain cérrelation between excessive material prosperiiy

ané moral ﬁe-cline.(l”

) The procese of decline and disintegration of

[Auslin sociely &t tlie regional lovel was réﬂ.ected ir the institution
of bazoay 25 well., The baczeers becace not only e pirror imace of
corruption and moral degenerztion which cheracterized the larger
cociety but elsc reinforced 17T, (19

/ ‘hat we have ettenpted in the foregoing is To sugres

7 tentatively, & frocevork of inquiry for a holistic w.derstanding of
the institution of bagzeer in the civilization of lslaxm, In our view,

such a study holde out considersble prorise amz ;ctential for =

- comprehensive understanding of the dynenie interplsay teitween the macro
and micro dimensions of Islamic civilization.
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ith the sale they

reduced the prize tojhalf. The Hindus of Guj&rat,'who'were:nat'used to

with deelings ir which
Un learning that the trader.

this kind of transsction ang were fei jlier with
prices were fixed, were taken by surprise,

were Irom lLeghore they wondered how = city with & (deceitful) systen of

transaction could Burvive and remzin pezceful Ior long. As the traders

were on their way to Lshore the Tertars ettacked the city end devestat

it. ( Fewaid al~Fuad. ed. Amir Hesen Sijzi, funjab, 1973, rart 1V (2)
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