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EDITORIAL 

The present issue i s r i c h i n events 
and contains s e v e r a l meeting r e p o r t s . 
H.E.Mr. Syed S h a r i f u d d i n Pirzada, 
Secretary General of the Organisation 
of the I s l a m i c Conference took over 
the o f f i c e on 1 January 1985 from 
H.E. Mr. Habib Chatty, who d i r e c t e d 
the OIC w i t h g r e a t success f o r s i x 
years and made important c o n t r i b u ­
t i o n s t o i t s work. The OIC w i l l now 
b e n e f i t from the experiences and 
wisdom of H.E.Mr. Syed S h a r i f u d d i n 
Pirzada and OIC a c t i v i t i e s a t the 
se r v i c e of the I s l a m i c w o r l d w i l l 
gain a new impetus i n a l l spheres. 
The I s t a n b u l Centre as a s u b s i d i a r y 
organ of the OIC w i l l also develop 
under the guidance of the General 
S e c r e t a r i a t . 

H.E. the Secretary General v i s i t e d 
the Centre f o r the f i r s t time on 7 
February 1985, on the occasion of the 
Second Meeting of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Commission f o r the P r e s e r v a t i o n of 
I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l Heritage. News about 
hi s v i s i t are given i n t h i s issue. 

One of the important events t h a t have 
taken place since the p u b l i c a t i o n of 
our l a s t issue was the 15th I s l a m i c 
Conference of Foreign M i n i s t e r s of 
the OIC, held on 18-22 December 1984 
i n Sana'a, c a p i t a l of the Yemen A.R. 
I n f o r m a t i o n on the work and r e s o l u ­
t i o n s of the Conference i s given i n 
a separate s e c t i o n . Second Ordinary 
Meeting of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commis­
sio n f o r the P r e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c 
C u l t u r a l Heritage was held on 7-9 
February 1985 under the chairmanship 
of H.R.H. Prince F a i s a l b i n Fahd b i n 
Abdul Aziz, Chairman of the Commis­
sion at the headquarters of the I s ­
t a n b u l Centre, the S e c r e t a r i a t of the 
Commission. This meeting of the Com­
mission gave f r u i t f u l r e s u l t s ; exe­
c u t i o n m o d a l i t i e s of the p r o j e c t s 
were decided and concrete steps were 
taken i n the r e a l i s a t i o n of the im­
p o r t a n t tasks incumbent upon the 
Commission. I t was decided t o i n s t i ­
t u t e and announce the King Fahd Award 
f o r Design and Research i n I s l a m i c 
A r c h i t e c t u r e as a r e g u l a r f e a t u r e t o 
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be held every three years. The Com­
mission also discussed the r e s t o r a ­
t i o n of Demak Mosque i n Indonesia, 
which i s the e a r l i e s t mosque i n South 
East Asia. 

Since l a s t December, the Muslim com­
munity i n B u l g a r i a i s r e s i s t i n g t o 
the d r i v e of B u l g a r i s a t i o n . The 
Tu r k i s h Government has p r o t e s t e d t h i s 
p o l i c y which uses c r u e l methods of 
execution. H.E.Mr. Syed S h a r i f u d d i n 
Pirzada, Secretary General of OIC 
made a d e c l a r a t i o n i n v i t i n g B u l g a r i a n 
a u t h o r i t i e s t o change t h e i r a t t i t u d e 
a gainst Muslims. Our s e c t i o n on Mus­
l i m M i n o r i t i e s gives the ''saddening 
news on the desperate s i t u a t i o n of 
these Muslims. 

Prof.Dr. Necmettin Bammate, gre a t 
Muslim scholar who made important 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o I s l a m i c c i v i l i s a t i o n 
and c u l t u r e passed away l a s t January. 
He was well-known not o n l y i n the 
I s l a m i c world but also i n the West, 
where he made valuable e f f o r t s t o 
int r o d u c e I s l a m and i t s philosophy 
and c i v i l i s a t i o n . We are i n f o r m i n g 
our readers on the l i f e and works of 
Professor Necmettin Bammate, who 
wished t h a t the works he s t a r t e d 
would continue a f t e r h i s death and 
donated h i s and h i s f a m i l y ' s r i c h 
c o l l e c t i o n of books t o the I s t a n b u l 
Centre. 

We hope t h a t a l l our readers w i l l 
f i n d t h i s issue as i n t e r e s t i n g as the 
previous ones and thank those who 
k i n d l y sent t h e i r comments. 

Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu 
E d i t o r - i n - C h i e f 
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H.E.MR. SYED SHARIFUDDIN PIRZADA, THE 
NEW SECRETARY GENERAL OF OIC 

H.E.Mr. Syed Sharifuddln Pirzada, 
Secretary General of OIC 

H.E.Mr. Syed S h a r i f u d d i n Pirzada, 
Secretary General of the Organisa­
t i o n of I s l a m i c Conference has 
been i n the o f f i c e since 1 January 
1985. 

H.E.Mr. Syed S h a r i f u d d i n Pirzada 
was born i n 1923. He graduated i n 
Law from the Government Law College 
of Bombay and was r e g i s t e r e d F i r s t 
Class i n LL.B. Bar-at-Law a t 
Li n c o l n ' s I n n . Among the important 
f u n c t i o n s he assumed are the 
f o l l o w i n g : Honorary Secretary t o 
the Quaid-i Azam Mohammed A l i 
Jinnah, founder of Pakistan 
(1941-44); professor a t Sind 
Muslim Law College (1947-54); 
Adviser t o the C o n s t i t u t i o n 
Commission of Pakistan (1962); 
President of the Karachi High 
Court Bar A s s o c i a t i o n (1964); 
President of the Pakistan Branch 
of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Law Associa­
t i o n (1964-67); A t t o r n e y General 
of Pakistan (1965-66, 1968-72 and 
a f t e r 1977); Foreign M i n i s t e r of 
Pakistan (1966-68); M i n i s t e r of Law 

and Parliamentary A f f a i r s ( a f t e r 
1979). H.E.Mr. Syed S h a r i f u d d i n 
Pirzada represented Pakistan and 
l e d Pakistan d e l e g a t i o n s a t numer­
ous i n t e r n a t i o n a l f o r a and t r i b u ­
n a l s ; he worked as a member and 
also as the Chairman of the UN 
Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and P r o t e c t i o n of 
M i n o r i t i e s , as member of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Law Commission and 
as Chairman of the Expert Group 
f o r D r a f t i n g the S t a t u t e of the 
OIC I s l a m i c I n t e r n a t i o n a l Court of 
J u s t i c e (1983). He moved the 
r e s o l u t i o n about the s t a t u s of 
Jerusalem adopted by the UN 
General Assembly i n 1967. He was 
awarded the S i t a r a - e - P a k i s t a n 
honour i n 1964. 

H.E.Mr. Syed S h a r i f u d d i n Pirzada 
i s the author of the f o l l o w i n g 
books: "Pakistan a t a Glance" 
(Bombay, 1941); "Jinnah on Pakis­
t a n " (Bombay, 1943); "Leaders Cor­
respondence w i t h Jinnah" (Bombay, 
1944 and subsequent e d i t i o n s , 1968 
and 1978); " E v o l u t i o n of Pa k i s t a n " 
(Kar a c h i , 1962, also i n Urdu and 
A r a b i c ) ; "Fundamental Rights and 
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l Remedies i n Pakis­
t a n " (Lahore, 1966); "The Pakistan 
Res o l u t i o n and the H i s t o r i c Lahore 
Session" (Islamabad, 1970); 
"Foundations of Pa k i s t a n " (2 v o l . , 
1971) and "Some Aspects of Quaid-i 
Azam's L i f e " (1978). 

The Centre would l i k e t o express 
i t s pleasure t h a t an I s l a m i c and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l p e r s o n a l i t y w i t h such 
an extensive c u l t u r a l background 
has become the Secretary General 
of OIC, and extends i t s congratu­
l a t i o n s and most si n c e r e wishes f o r 
the success of H.E.Mr. Syed 
S h a r i f u d d i n Pirzada as the head of 
the OIC. 



H.E.MR. SYED SHARIFUDDIN PIRZADA, 
SECRETARY GENERAL OF OIC AT THE CENTRE 

Secretary General of OIC H.E.Mr. Syed Sharifuddin Pirzada 
examining the Centre's publications 

H.E.Mr. Syed S h a r i f u d d i n Pirzada, 
Secretary General of the 
Organisation of the I s l a m i c Con­
ference came t o the I s t a n b u l Centre 
on 7 February 1985, on the occasion 
of the Second Meeting of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r the 
Pre s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l 
Heritage which was held a t the 
Centre's premises on 7-9 February 
1985. 

the p r o d u c t i o n of p u b l i c a t i o n s , the 
l i b r a r y , the computerized study, 
the research and the dedicated team 
are eloquent testimony about the 
progress and the work of the 
Centre. I wish t h a t the works t h a t 
are under p r e p a r a t i o n are completed 
and published and the expansion 
which i s intended i s accomplished. 
I c o n g r a t u l a t e a l l concerned and 
wish the Centre a l l success." 

H.E. the Secretary General received 
d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n on the com­
p l e t e d , ongoing and f u t u r e p r o j e c t s 
of the Centre. He saw the products 
of completed p r o j e c t s i n the form 
of books, documents and f i l m s and 
the d r a f t outputs of ongoing 
research p r o j e c t s . He v i s i t e d the 
l i b r a r y and computer s e c t i o n s , as 
w e l l as various research u n i t s . The 
Secretary General recorded h i s im­
pressions on the Centre's Book as 
f o l l o w s : 

" I was deeply impressed by the 
Research Centre f o r I s l a m i c His­
t o r y , A r t and C u l t u r e . Under the 
dynamic D i r e c t o r General Dr. 
Ekmeleddin, the Centre has already 
made great c o n t r i b u t i o n i n the 
various f i e l d s , i n a systematic 
way. The c o l l e c t i o n of m a t e r i a l , 

Then, the Secretary General r e ­
ceived the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the 
Tur k i s h and i n t e r n a t i o n a l press 
organs i n I s t a n b u l and answered 
t h e i r questions on OIC a c t i v i t i e s 
i n d i f f e r e n t f i e l d s . He also ex­
pl a i n e d the work and o b j e c t i v e s of 
the OIC I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission 
f o r the P r e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c 
C u l t u r a l H e r i t a g e . The same day, 
the Secretary General p a r t i c i p a t e d 
at the opening session of t h i s 
Commission's second o r d i n a r y 
meeting. 

The next day, H.E. the Secretary 
General v i s i t e d Ankara where he was 
received by H.E. Kenan Evren, 
President of Turkey, and H.E.Mr. 
Turgut 6 z a l , the Prime M i n i s t e r . 
H.E. the Secretary General l e f t 
Turkey on 9 February 1985. 
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FIFTEENTH ISLAMIC CONFERENCE OF 
FOREIGN MINISTERS, SANA'A 

The F i f t e e n t h I s l a m i c Conference 
of M i n i s t e r s of Foreign A f f a i r s of 
the Member States of OIC was held 
i n Sana'a, Yemen A.R. on 18-22 
December 1984. 

The meeting was inaugurated by His 
Excellency A l i Abdullah Saleh, 
President of the Yemen A.R. who 
sa i d t h a t the conference was being 
hel d under very d i f f i c u l t i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l circumstances and emphasized 
the importance of I s l a m i c s o l i d a ­
r i t y a t such a time. H.E.Mr. Habib 
Chatty, ex-Secretary General of the 
OIC then pronounced a speech and 
explained i n d e t a i l the a c t i v i t i e s 
undertaken by the Organisation 
d u r i n g h i s term of o f f i c e t o solve 
problems f a c i n g the I s l a m i c Commu­
n i t y . He emphasized the high I s l a ­
mic values and the importance of 
I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e and c u l t u r e , which 
c o n s t i t u t e a t r e a s u r e capable of 
e n r i c h i n g human knowledge and con­
t r i b u t i n g t o the r e a l i s a t i o n of a 
b e t t e r f u t u r e f o r humanity. 

A f t e r the opening ceremony, the 
d i f f e r e n t committees of the con­
ference s t a r t e d t h e i r t e c h n i c a l 
sessions. The I s t a n b u l Centre was 
represented by D i r e c t o r General 
Prof. Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu and 
experts Messrs. Mohammed Tamimi and 
Ahmed L a j i m i . The C u l t u r a l and 
I s l a m i c A f f a i r s Committee examined 
and approved the a c t i v i t y r e p o r t 
submitted by the I s t a n b u l Centre 
and the Centre's work programme f o r 
1984-85. The budget of the Centre 
f o r f i s c a l year 1984-85 was 
examined and adopted by the Admin­
i s t r a t i v e and F i n a n c i a l A f f a i r s 
Committee. 

I n the o p e r a t i v e paragraphs of i t s 
Resol u t i o n No.lO/15-C on the 
I s t a n b u l Centre, the Conference 

1. COMMENDS the examplary e f f o r t s 
of the Centre, which comprise 
continuous achievements and 
in n o v a t i v e s t u d i e s i n the f i e l d 
of research and p u b l i c a t i o n , 



i n a d d i t i o n t o the studies and 
p r a c t i c a l measures undertaken 
by the Centre f o r the imple­
mentation of i t s plan i n s p i t e 
of the f a c t t h a t i t d i d not 
rece i v e the a d d i t i o n a l r e ­
sources appealed f o r by pre­
vious Conferences. 

2. CALLS ON the Organisation of 
Is l a m i c Conference and Member 
States t o con s o l i d a t e the bud­
get of the Centre, so as t o 
ensure the p u b l i c a t i o n of i t s 
research and the implementation 
of i t s p r o j e c t s . 

3. REQUESTS the Member States 
which have not y e t paid t h e i r 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the budget of 
the Centre t o do so, at t h e i r 
e a r l i e s t convenience so as t o 
enable the Centre t o continue 
i t s a c t i v i t i e s and achieve the 
goals f o r which i t has been 
i n s t i t u t e d . I t also i n v i t e s 
them t o make donations t o the 
Centre f o r the development and 
expansion of i t s a c t i v i t i e s . 

4. APPROVES the r e p o r t comprising 
the c u l t u r a l work plan of the 
Centre f o r 1984-85, and ad d i ­
t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s adopted by 
the Board of D i r e c t o r s of the 
Centre. 

5. EXPRESSES i t s thanks t o the 
Government of Turkey f o r the 
moral and m a t e r i a l support i t 
has c o n t i n u o u s l y given t o the 
Centre, i n p a r t i c u l a r i t s de­
c i s i o n t o grant i t the Yaveran 
b u i l d i n g , so as t o enable the 
Centre t o complete the prep­
a r a t i o n s and f i t t i n g s of i t s 
premises, needed f o r i t s va­
r i o u s a c t i v i t i e s f o r the 
achievement of i t s goals. 

6. CALLS UPON Member States, 
I s l a m i c Organisations and per­
s o n a l i t i e s t o make generous 
donations t o the Centre t o 
help i t renovate and ready 
t h i s b u i l d i n g . 

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r 
Prese r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l 
Heritage 

The Conference also examined i n 
d e t a i l the a c t i v i t i e s undertaken 
by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r 
the P r e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c Cul­
t u r a l Heritage under the Chairman­
ship of H.R.H. Prince F a i s a l b i n 
Fahd b i n Abdul Aziz. The budget of 
the Commission f o r f i s c a l year 
1984-85 was adopted. By Resolution 
No.ll/15-C on the Commission, the 
Conference 

1. ENDORSES the measures taken by 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission 
f o r the Pr e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c 
C u l t u r a l Heritage under H.R.H. 
Prince F a i s a l b i n Fahd f o r the 
implementation of i t s plan of 
a c t i o n . 

2. EXPRESSES i t s a p p r e c i a t i o n and 
g r a t i t u d e f o r His Majesty King 
Fahd b i n Abdul Aziz who gra­
c i o u s l y donated an award w i t h i n 
the ambit of the Commission 
f o r work on the p r e s e r v a t i o n 
of I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e . 

3. CALLS UPON the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Commission t o continue t o 
coordinate i t s a c t i v i t i e s w i t h 
n a t i o n a l plans f o r the preser­
v a t i o n of I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e i n 
Member States t o ensure the 
harmonisation of I s l a m i c 
e f f o r t s . 

4. EXPRESSES i t s a p p r e c i a t i o n of 
the Yemeni Government f o r i t s 
urgent measures t o preserve the 
cil - y of Sana'a and i t s h i s ­
t o r i c a l c haracter and f o r i t s 
s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n t o the safe­
guarding of the c i t y . 

5. EXPRESSES i t s thanks t o Mr. 
Amadou Makhtar M'Bow, D i r e c t o r 
General of UNESCO and UNESCO 
S e c r e t a r i a t f o r the advisory 
and t e c h n i c a l assistance t o 
survey p r o j e c t s and r e s t o r a t i o n 
and maintenance plans and urges 



them t o continue t h e i r e f f o r t s 
i n t h i s respect. 

6. INVITES the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Com­
munity, and I s l a m i c States i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , t o respond t o the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l appeal t o safe­
guard Sana'a and t o extend a l l 
m a t e r i a l and t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t ­
ance t o achieve the o b j e c t i v e s 
of the campaign. 

7. INVITES the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Com­
mission f o r Pres e r v a t i o n of 
Is l a m i c C u l t u r a l Heritage t o 
take a l l p r a c t i c a l measures i n 
order t o preserve the I s l a m i c 
c u l t u r a l and c i v i l i s a t i o n a l 
h e r i t a g e i n the C i t y of Sana'a. 

8. WELCOMES the f u l l cooperation 
and c o o r d i n a t i o n e s t a b l i s h e d 
between the Commission and the 
I s t a n b u l Centre, which i s the 
executive organ of the Com­
m i t t e e . 

9. CALLS UPON Member States t o pay 
up the arre a r s of t h e i r con­
t r i b u t i o n s t o the budget of the 
Commission. 

10. CALLS UPON Member States t o 
provide the Commission w i t h 
i n f o r m a t i o n and documents 
r e l a t i n g t o the p r e s e r v a t i o n 
of I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e i n t h e i r 
t e r r i t o r i e s . 

11. CALLS ON the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Commission f o r the P r e s e r v a t i o n 
of the I s l a m i c Heritage t o 
continue t o coordinate i t s 
a c t i v i t i e s w i t h the Organisa­
t i o n of the I s l a m i c C a p i t a l s . 

Other a c t i v i t i e s d u r i n g the 
Conference p e r i o d 

On the occasion of the Conference, 
the I s t a n b u l Centre organised a 
photographic e x h i b i t i o n on Yemen 
i n general and the c i t y of Sana'a 
i n p a r t i c u l a r a t the end of the 

19th Century. Simultaneouly w i t h 
t h i s e x h i b i t i o n , the Centre also 
displayed a l l i t s p u b l i c a t i o n s , the 
r e s u l t s of i t s researches ( I n f o r ­
mation on these e x h i b i t i o n s i s 
given at the Centre News s e c t i o n ) . 

The Centre d e l e g a t i o n a t the 
F i f t e e n t h I s l a m i c Conference i n 
Sana'a, headed by D i r e c t o r General 
Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu 
made various v i s i t s and e s t a b l i s h e d 
contacts w i t h c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s 
i n Yemen A.R. The d e l e g a t i o n 
v i s i t e d Mr. Khadi I s m a i l Ibn A l i 
Akwa, D i r e c t o r of Monuments and 
L i b r a r i e s . During the di s c u s s i o n s , 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s of cooperation bet­
ween t h i s i n s t i t u t i o n and the 
Centre were i n v e s t i g a t e d , espe­
c i a l l y i n the f i e l d of researches 
on manuscripts. 

The l i b r a r y of the Grand Mosque of 
Sana'a which contains precious 
ancient manuscripts was also 
v i s i t e d and a copy of the f o u r -
volume catalogue of the l i b r a r y was 
obtained. 

Another meeting was held w i t h the 
de l e g a t i o n of I s l a m i c Da'wah 
As s o c i a t i o n based i n T r i p o l i , 
headed by Dr. Mohammed Ahmed 
S h a r i f . Discussions were held on 
the m o d a l i t i e s of execution of the 
cooperation agreement reached bet ­
ween t h i s A s s o c i a t i o n and the 
Centre, and pre p a r a t i o n s f o r the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conference on the 
Tr a n s l a t i o n s of I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of 
the Holy Quran scheduled t o be held 
i n mid-1985. 

The d e l e g a t i o n of the Centre also 
a s s i s t e d a t the conference given 
by H.E.Mr. Amadou Mokhtar M'Bow, 
D i r e c t o r General of UNESCO, about 
the r u i n s of ancient Sana'a. At 
t h i s conference, the D i r e c t o r 
General of UNESCO c a l l e d a l l coun­
t r i e s t o p a r t i c i p a t e a t the cam­
paign launched f o r p r e s e r v i n g t h i s 
h i s t o r i c a l c i t y . 



SECOND MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMISSION FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 
ISLAMIC CULTURAL HERITAGE, ISTANBUL 

The inaugural ceremony - from left to right: Minister of Culture 
and Tourism of Turkey H.E.Mr. Milker rem Tascioglu, Chairman of the 
Commission H.R.H. Prince Faisal bin Fahd bin Abdul Aziz and Secretary 
General of OIC H.E.Mr. Syed Sharifuddln Plrzada 

The Second Ordinary Meeting of the 
OIC I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r 
the P r e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c Cul­
t u r a l Heritage was held between 
7-9 February 1985 at the Secre­
t a r i a t of the Commission at the 
premises of the I s t a n b u l Centre, 
under the chairmanship of His Royal 
Highness Prince F a i s a l b i n Fahd b i n 
Abdul Aziz. 

The opening ceremony was at 6.00 
p.m. on 7 February 1985, at the 
conference h a l l a t C i t Qasr. Par­
t i c i p a n t s a t t h i s opening ceremony 
were His Royal Highness Prince 
F a i s a l b i n Fahd b i n Abdul Aziz, 
Chairman of the Commission, His 
Excellency Syed S h a r i f u d d i n 
Pirzada, Secretary General of the 
Organ i s a t i o n of the I s l a m i c 
Conference, H.E.Mr. Miikerrem 
T a s c i o g l u , M i n i s t e r of Cu l t u r e and 
Tourism of Turkey, the Governor and 
the Mayor of I s t a n b u l , T h e i r 
E x c e l l e n c i e s the Ambassadors of 
Egypt, Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakis­
tan and Saudi Arabia, the Consuls-
General of I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s i n 
I s t a n b u l and scholars and press 
r e p o r t e r s . 

Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, 
Secretary of the Commission d e l i ­
vered a speech i n which he welcomed 
H.R.H. the Chairman of the Commis­
s i o n , H.E. the Secretary General 
of the OIC who had come t o the 
Centre f o r the f i r s t time on t h i s 
occasion and a l l the d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
guests. Then, H.E. the M i n i s t e r of 
Cult u r e and Tourism of Turkey 
pronounced a welcoming speech, 
expressing h i s pleasure t h a t t h i s 
meeting was being held i n h i s 
country and wishing success t o the 
Commission. 

H.E.Mr. Syed S h a r i f u d d i n Pirzada, 
Secretary General of the OIC then 
took the f l o o r and sa i d t h a t he was 
pleased t o a s s i s t a t t h i s meeting 
of the Commission. He lauded the 
keen i n t e r e s t of H.R.H. the 
Chairman of the Commission towards 
I s l a m i c c u l t u r e , a r t s and h i s t o r y 
and s a i d : "The d e c i s i o n of our 
Organisation t o i n s t i t u t e your 
august Commission was n o t , i n my 
op i n i o n , haphazard or a r b i t r a r y . 
I t was a sincere and spontaneous 
expression of the d e s i r e of a l l 
Member States w i t h i n the Organisa-
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t i o n of the I s l a m i c Conference t h a t 
your honourable i n s t i t u t i o n become 
an important c u l t u r a l support among 
the other supports which work, 
w i t h i n the scope of the OIC, f o r 
the r e s t o r a t i o n of our a c t i v e 
c i v i l i s a t i o n a l r o l e as c o n t r i b u t o r s 
not as mere consumers of other 
peoples' c i v i l i s a t i o n . " 

T h e r e a f t e r , H.R.H. the Chairman of 
the Commission d e l i v e r e d the inau­
g u r a l speech commending the e f f o r t s 
of the Commission and h i g h l i g h t i n g 
the m a t e r i a l and moral support 
extended t o the Commission by the 
Tur k i s h Government. He lauded the 
importance and i n t e r e s t a t t r i b u t e d 
by the OIC t o the work of i t s sub­
s i d i a r y organs. He said t h a t the 
Commission would do i t s utmost t o 
r e a l i s e i t s programmes and o b j e c t ­
ives and t h a t t h i s was an expres­
s i o n o f the Commission's f i r m 
d e s i r e t o support and a s s i s t the 
General S e c r e t a r i a t of the OIC i n 
the achievement of a l l OIC o b j e c t ­
ives . 

The Commission held i t s working 
sessions throughout 8-9 February 
1985 under the chairmanship of 
H.R.H. Prince F a i s a l Bin Fahd Bin 
Abdul Aziz and w i t h the attendance 
of H.E.Mr. Hassan Mohamed Daoud, 
D i r e c t o r of C u l t u r a l A f f a i r s a t the 
General S e c r e t a r i a t of the OIC 
re p r e s e n t i n g H.E. the Secretary 
General. Sessions were also 
attended by the f o l l o w i n g members 
of the Commission: 

- H.E.Prof. Abdelhadi Boutaleb, 
D i r e c t o r General, ISESCO, Rabat, 
Morocco 

- H.E. Eng. Abdel Kader Koshak, 
Secretary General, Organisation 
of I s l a m i c C a p i t a l s and C i t i e s , 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 

- Dr. A f i f Bahnassi, D i r e c t o r Gen­
e r a l o f Museums and A n t i q u i t i e s , 
Damascus, S y r i a 

- Prof.Dr. Emin B i l g i c , F a c u l t y 
of L e t t e r s , H i s t o r y and Geo­
graphy, U n i v e r s i t y of Ankara, 
Turkey 

- Mrs. Raja Fuziah Bt. Raja Tun 
Uda, D i r e c t o r General, Malaysian 
H a n d i c r a f t Development Corpora­
t i o n , Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

- Arch. Sami Mohsen Angawi, D i r e c ­
t o r General, H a j j Research 
Centre, Mecca, Saudi Arabia 

- Prof. Dr. Gulzar Haider, Profes­
sor of A r c h i t e c t u r e , C a r l t o n 
U n i v e r s i t y , Ottawa, Canada 

- Dr. Salah A l Mahdi, D i r e c t o r 
General of N a t i o n a l C u l t u r a l 
A c t i v i t i e s , Tunis, T u n i s i a 

- Mr. Uka Tjandrasasmita, D i r e c t o r 
of P r e s e r v a t i o n of C u l t u r a l and 
H i s t o r i c a l Monuments, J a k a r t a , 
Indonesia 

- Dr. Shawqi Shaa'th, P a l e s t i n e 
Centre f o r Archeology and H e r i t ­
age, Damascus, S y r i a 

- Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, 
Secretary of the Commission, 
D i r e c t o r General of the Research 
Centre f o r I s l a m i c H i s t o r y , A r t 
and C u l t u r e , I s t a n b u l . 

A f t e r the adoption of the Agenda, 
the Commission s t a r t e d t o discuss 
each agenda item i n d e t a i l and took 
dec i s i o n s on the f o l l o w i n g sub­
j e c t s : 

1. Adoption of the Report submit­
ted by the S e c r e t a r i a t 

2. Funding of the Commission 
3. The Logo of the Heritage 

Commission 
4. King Fahd Award f o r Design and 

Research i n I s l a m i c A r c h i ­
t e c t u r e 

5. Demak Mosque R e s t o r a t i o n 
P r o j e c t 

6. Resolutions of the 14th ICFM 
i n Dhaka, 1983 

7. Resolutions of the 15th ICFM 
i n Sana'a, 1984 

8. Award f o r I s l a m i c C a l l i g r a p h y 
i n the name of Hamid Al-Amidi 

9. Malaysian Proposal f o r A r t s and 
C r a f t s Competitions 

10. I s l a m i c Manuscripts 
11. D i f f i c u l t i e s encountered i n the 

f i e l d of I s l a m i c H eritage i n 
non-member s t a t e s 

12. Cooperation w i t h other o r g a n i ­
s a t i o n s 



13. Brochure i n t r o d u c i n g the Com­
mission and i t s a c t i v i t i e s 

14. Special e d i t i o n of an i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l magazine concerned w i t h 
I s l a m i c Heritage 

At the end of the t e c h n i c a l ses­
sions, the Commission adopted i t s 
f i n a l r e p o r t and decided t o convene 
i t s t h i r d o r d i n a r y session i n 
October 1985 i n the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia. A f t e r the c l o s i n g 
ceremony, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f the 
press were received and the Secre­
t a r y of the Commission informed 
them about the decisions of the 
meeting. 

H.R.H. Prince Faisal bin Fahd bin 
Abdul Aziz, Chairman of the Com­
mission pronouncing the Inaugural 
speech 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
KING FAHD AWARDS FOR DESIGN AND 
RESEARCH IN ISLAMIC ARCHITECTURE 

The OIC I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission 
f o r the Pre s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c 
C u l t u r a l H e r i t a g e , c h a i r e d by His 
Royal Highness Prince F a i s a l Bin 
Fahd, has i n s t i t u t e d the KING FAHD 
AWARDS FOR DESIGN AND RESEARCH IN 
ISLAMIC ARCHITECTURE which w i l l be 
a t r i e n n i a l c o m p e t i t i o n open t o 
students of a r c h i t e c t u r e and newly 
graduated a r c h i t e c t s a l l over the 
wor l d . The t o t a l value of the award 
every three years w i l l be US$ 
100,000. 

The primary purpose of the KING 
FAHD AWARDS i s t o recognize the 
emerging design t a l e n t and scho­
l a r s h i p aimed a t the issues of 
Is l a m i c A r c h i t e c t u r e . More s p e c i ­
f i c a l l y the Awards have been i n s ­
t i t u t e d t o encourage: 

- Discovery of the c r e a t i v e 
s p i r i t o f Isl a m as embodied i n 
i t s c u l t u r a l and a r t i s t i c 
legacy. 

- Search f o r the f o r m a t i v e p r i n ­
c i p l e s of a r c h i t e c t u r e as i n s ­
p i r e d by the I s l a m i c way of 
l i f e . 

- Debate on the a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
design issues t h a t challenge 
the contemporary Muslim so c i e ­
t i e s . 

- P u r s u i t of c o m p a t i b i l i t y and 
c o n t i n u i t y between the h i s ­
t o r i c a l t r a d i t i o n as embodied 
i n the a r c h i t e c t u r e and c r a f t 
of s o c i e t i e s s t r u c t u r e d around 
I s l a m i c values and the f u t u r ­
i s t i c v i s i o n s of the contem­
porary Muslim s o c i e t i e s many 
of whom are d r i v e n by the 
developmental i m p e r a t i v e s . 

- S c h o l a r l y research on s p e c i f i c 
t o p i c s of the h i s t o r y and 
th e o r i e s of an A r c h i t e c t u r e of 
Islam. 

The c o m p e t i t i o n f o r KING FAHD 
AWARDS 1986 i s composed of two 
cat e g o r i e s : 

I . DESIGN OF ISLAMIC ARCHITECTURE 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s and 
i n d i v i d u a l s are i n v i t e d t o 
devise design problems and run 
stud i o s around e i t h e r of the 
f o l l o w i n g two Design Issues: 

1. D w e l l i n g as R e f l e c t i o n of Se l f 



2. C u l t u r a l T r a n s positions i n 
A r c h i t e c t u r e 

Each p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n s t i t u t i o n 
may run as many p a r a l l e l s t u ­
dios around these themes as 
they d e s i r e and may send a 
maximum of 5 e n t r i e s per s t u ­
d i o . New graduates, as long as 
they can o b t a i n sponsorship 
from an i n s t i t u t i o n , may enter 
the c o m p e t i t i o n independently. 

The t o t a l design award of US$ 
50,000 w i l l be d i v i d e d among 
10 p r i z e s f o r students and 10 
pr i z e s f o r the corresponding 
design t u t o r s . 

I I . RESEARCH IN ISLAMIC 
ARCHITECTURE 

Students associated w i t h ar­
c h i t e c t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s or 
research o r g a n i s a t i o n s are 
i n v i t e d t o submit t h e i r r e ­
search work r e l e v a n t w i t h i n 
the broad spectrum of issues 
and t o p i c s of a r c h i t e c t u r e and 
urbanism of Muslim c u l t u r e s . 

The t o p i c s may range from 
philosophy, h i s t o r y , t h e o r y , 
morphology and symbolism t o 
environmental response, mate­
r i a l s , techniques, c r a f t s and 
even t o f u t u r i s t i c c o n s t r u c t s 
f o r a r c h i t e c t u r e and urbanism. 

The t o t a l research award i s 
also US$ 50,000 and i t s d i s ­
t r i b u t i o n among 10 students 
and t h e i r research advisors 
w i l l be s i m i l a r t o t h a t of the 
Design Awards. 

A complete i n f o r m a t i o n package i s 
mailed t o a l l schools of a r c h i ­
t e c t u r e i n the wor l d . I n s t i t u t i o n s 
and i n d i v i d u a l s i n t e n d i n g t o par­
t i c i p a t e must r e g i s t e r a t l a t e s t 
by December 30, 1985. Due date f o r 
e n t r i e s i s J u l y 1, 1986. I t i s 
hoped t h a t ample advance n o t i c e i s 
being given f o r the i n s t i t u t i o n s 

t o plan design s t u d i o s and i n i t i a t e 
student research p r o j e c t s . 

For i n q u i r i e s and t o ensure t h a t 
you receive a personal copy of the 
com p e t i t i o n i n f o r m a t i o n package 
please w r i t e t o : 

KING FAHD AWARDS OFFICE 
Research Centre f o r I s l a m i c 
H i s t o r y , A r t and C u l t u r e , 
IRCICA 
P.K. 24, 
Besiktas 
I s t a n b u l , Turkey 

Phone: 160 59 88 - 160 59 89 
Telex: 26484 isam t r 

LOGO DESIGN COMPETITION 

The Organisation of the I s l a m i c 
Conference (OIC) i s committed t o 
the i n i t i a t i o n and nourishment of 
a l l those i n s t i t u t i o n s and pro­
grammes t h a t w i l l t r a n s f o r m the 
Muslims from a mere demographic 
category t o a cohesive Ummah com­
m i t t e d t o s o c i e t a l harmony among 
Knowledge, C u l t u r e and Environment 
intended by Islam. 

The Member States of the OIC have 
recognised t h a t the richness and 
fundamental u n i t y o f I s l a m i c c u l ­
t u r e c o n s t i t u t e sound values f o r 
the present and f u t u r e generations 
of Muslims. I t i s also w i d e l y 
understood t h a t the awareness of 
h e r i t a g e i s e s s e n t i a l f o r the con­
s o l i d a t i o n of the c u l t u r a l i d e n t i t y 
of the I s l a m i c c i v i l i s a t i o n . 

As a response t o these r e a l i s a ­
t i o n s , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission 
f o r P r e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c Cul­
t u r a l Heritage was i n s t i t u t e d i n 
1982 and His Royal Highness Prince 
F a i s a l Bin Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz 
g r a c i o u s l y accepted the challenge 
t o c h a i r t h i s Commission. 

The h i g h l i g h t s of the mandate of 



the Commission are: 

1'. To synthesise a u n i f i e d and 
comprehensive concept of the 
h e r i t a g e of I s l a m i c c u l t u r e s . 

2. To promote research and scho­
l a r s h i p aimed a t p r e s e r v a t i o n , 
r e g e n e r a t i o n and discovery of 
c u l t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t o r s 
w i t h i n an I s l a m i c framework. 

3. To promote I s l a m i c s o l i d a r i t y 
through a c o l l e c t i v e l y sharper 
focus on the Muslim past and 
a coordinated, c l e a r e r v i s i o n 
of the I s l a m i c f u t u r e s . 

4. To organise and disseminate 
i n f o r m a t i o n about the master­
pieces of I s l a m i c c u l t u r a l , 
s c h o l a r l y and a r t i s t i c h e r i t ­
age. 

5. To e s t a b l i s h and ma i n t a i n Mus­
l i m e x p e r t i s e i n the f i e l d of 
h e r i t a g e and f a c i l i t a t e i t s 
a v a i l a b i l i t y accross the Mem­
ber States. 

6. To e s t a b l i s h funds and secure 
f i n a n c i a l resources t o a s s i s t 
Member States i n achieving 
t h e i r goals r e l e v a n t t o the 
cause of I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e . 

7. To give p r i o r i t y and a t t e n t i o n 
t o the r e l i c s i n "Al-Quds A l -
S h a r i f " (Jerusalem) and the 
other r e l i c s i n the occupied 
t e r r i t o r i e s of P a l e s t i n e . 

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r 
the P r e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c Cul­
t u r a l Heritage has developed an 
im p r e s s i v e l y dynamic programme of 
a c t i v i t i e s and already launched 
important p r o j e c t s l i k e the Res­
t o r a t i o n of Demak Mosque of Indo­
nesia, the e a r l i e s t mosque i n 
Southeast Asia, and the t r i e n n i a l 
King Fahd Awards f o r Design and 
Research i n I s l a m i c A r c h i t e c t u r e . 

The Commission has decided t o have 
an emblem (a logo) t h a t 

i s expressive of i t s i d e n t i t y 
as embodied i n i t s mandate; 
can be e a s i l y understood and 
i d e n t i f i e d w i t h by Muslims 
a l l over the w o r l d ; 

- expresses the sense of u n i t y 
pervasive accross the d i v e r s e 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s of I s l a m i c 
c u l t u r e ; 
i s s y m b o l i c a l l y meaningful, 
elegant and b e a u t i f u l . 

ELIGIBILITY 

The c o m p e t i t i o n i s open t o a l l 
design p r o f e s s i o n a l s , academics and 
students. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

I n a d d i t i o n t o the general a s p i r a ­
t i o n s about the emblem-logo, the 
f o l l o w i n g may be considered as 
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s , c o n d i t i o n s and 
c r i t e r i a . 

1. I t should be a p p l i c a b l e t o a 
wide v a r i e t y of s i t u a t i o n s 

- l i k e the l e t t e r h e a d s , book 
and r e p o r t covers, p o s t e r s , 
f l a g s , medallions e t c . 

2. I t should avoid confusion 
" v i s - a - v i s other well-known 
symbols and emblems i n the 
worl d . 

3. I t should r e t a i n i t s v i s u a l 
q u a l i t y as i t i s produced i n 
various sizes and media. 

A. I t should avoid use of Sacred 
Names, Quranic Verses and 
Hadith of the Prophet (MPBUH). 



5. I t should avoid h a l f - t o n e 
(shaded) areas i n i t s basic 
design. 

6. No more than two c o l o u r s , ex­
c l u d i n g black and w h i t e , should 
be used. 

7. I t should not be language-
s p e c i f i c . I s l a m i c c a l l i g r a p h y 
as medium of shape and p a t t e r n , 
however, i s p e r f e c t l y accept­
able. 

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS: 

1. The p r i n c i p a l design must be 
presented i n an app r o p r i a t e 
s i z e on a 30cmx30cm s t i f f board. 

2. A d d i t i o n a l v i s u a l m a t e r i a l 
showing the a p p l i c a t i o n of the 
emblem-logo t o various s i t u a ­
t i o n s e.g. l e t t e r h e a d s , book 
covers, p o s t e r s , f l a g s , medal­
l i o n s e t c . , must be submitted 
as mounted on 30cmx30cm s t i f f 
boards. 

3. Intended colours must be shown 
as r e a l i s t i c a l l y as p o s s i b l e . 

A. The name of the designer must 
not appear anywhere on the 
f r o n t or back of the submission 
boards. On the back of the 
p r i n c i p a l board must be f i x e d a 
p l a i n envelope t h a t contains a 
paper w i t h the f o l l o w i n g 
i n f o r m a t i o n : 

Name of the p a r t i c i p a n t 
Address 
T o t a l number of boards 

5. No w r i t t e n m a t e r i a l a t t e m p t i n g 
t o e x p l a i n the design w i l l be 
accepted. 

6. A l l e n t r i e s must be received by 
August 1, 1985 a t the f o l l o w i n g 
address: 

LOGO 
S e c r e t a r i a t of the Heritage 
Commission, IRCICA 
P.K. 24, Besiktas 
I s t a n b u l , Turkey 

PRIZES 

A t o t a l of US$ 10,000 w i l l be 
awarded as p r i z e s . 

The f i r s t p r i z e may be adopted f o r 
use a f t e r necessary m o d i f i c a t i o n s 
and changes i n d i s c u s s i o n w i t h the 
designer. 

•** 

SEMINAR ON "ISLAMIC HISTORY. ART 
AND CULTURE IN SOUTH ASIA" 

A Seminar on " I s l a m i c H i s t o r y , A r t 
and C u l t u r e i n South As i a " w i l l be 
organised j o i n t l y by the I s l a m i c 
U n i v e r s i t y of Islamabad and the 
Research Centre f o r I s l a m i c His­
t o r y , A r t and C u l t u r e . The Seminar 
w i l l be held i n Islamabad i n March 
1986, a t dates t o be f i x e d l a t e r . 

The t o p i c s t o be covered a t t h i s 
seminar are as f o l l o w s : 

I . Genesis of Is l a m i n 
South Asia 

a. The i n t r o d u c t i o n of Is l a m 
i n South Asia 

b. I s l a m i z a t i o n of the area 
c. Tasawwuf, i t s r o l e i n the 

spread of I s l a m 

I I . A General Overview of 
I s l a m i c States i n the Area 

a. B r i e f p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y 
and i n s t i t u t i o n s 

b. S o c i a l and economic l i f e 

I I I . Emergence and Development of 
I s l a m i c C u l t u r e i n South Asia 

a. I s l a m i c thought and Tasaw­
wuf 

b. L i t e r a t u r e 
c. A r t s and A r c h i t e c t u r e 
d. Formation and ch a r a c t e r ­

i s t i c of I s l a m i c i d e n t i t y 
i n South Asia 



IV. Foreign HeRemony and 
Independance Movements i n 
H i s t o r i c a l Perspective 

a. C o l o n i s a t i o n 
b. The I s l a m i c response 

against Western i m p e r i a l ­
ism 

c. The c u l m i n a t i o n of I s l a m i c 
r e s i s t a n c e movements i n 
the K h i l a f a t Movement 

d. South Asian independance 
w i t h i n the context of 
independance movements i n 
the I s l a m i c World 

e. Apogee of the emergence of 
I s l a m i c s t a t e , the I s l a m i c 
Republic of Pakistan. 

Those who would l i k e t o p a r t i c i p a t e 
at the Seminar are k i n d l y request­
ed t o apply and send an a b s t r a c t 
of t h e i r paper t o the S e c r e t a r i a t 
of the Research Centre f o r I s l a m i c 
H i s t o r y , A r t and Cu l t u r e i n I s t a n ­
bu l as soon as p o s s i b l e . 

The o r g a n i s a t i o n schedule of the 
seminar i s as f o l l o w s : 

15 Octobre 1985 

Last date of handing i n the papers 

November 1985 
P r i n t i n g of the a b s t r a c t s book 

The papers presented at the seminar 
w i l l be the r e s u l t s of academic 
research and unpublished o r i g i n a l 
study of Islam w i t h i n the areas 
mentioned above, and t h e i r pre­
s e n t a t i o n w i l l be of 20 minutes 
d u r a t i o n . The proceedings of the 
proposed seminar w i l l be published 
j o i n t l y by the Centre and I s l a m i c 
U n i v e r s i t y Islamabad. 

December 1985 

P r i n t i n g of the working volume 

January 1986 
Sending of t i c k e t s t o the p a r t i c i ­
pants and p r i n t i n g of the l i s t of 
working sessions 
March 1986 
Holding of the seminar. 

• • • 

YAVERAN BUILDING RESTORATION 

The I s t a n b u l Centre had s t a r t e d 
working i n the Seyir Kosku of 
Y i l d i z Palace and l a t e r , the 
b u i l d i n g known as C i t Qasr was 
a l l o c a t e d t o the Centre. P r e l i m i ­
nary s t u d i e s f o r the r e s t o r a t i o n 
of t h i s b u i l d i n g were made and a 
f u n d - r a i s i n g campaign was launched. 
The f i r s t phase of the r e s t o r a t i o n 
p r o j e c t was s u c c e s s f u l l y completed 
and the b u i l d i n g was put t o use i n 
the Spring of 1983. 

The problem of premises arose again 
when the plans f o r opening the 
reference l i b r a r y t o the p u b l i c 
were made and the volume of work 
envisaged i n the a c t i v i t y r e p o r t 
was put t o e f f e c t . The Tu r k i s h 
Government k i n d l y a l l o c a t e d a t h i r d 

b u i l d i n g f o r the Centre's use, 
namely "Yaveran D a i r e s i " . Technical 
st u d i e s r e g a r d i n g the r e s t o r a t i o n 
of t h i s b u i l d i n g were immediately 
made and plans are now ready t o 
s t a r t the a c t u a l c o n s t r u c t i o n work. 

Yaveran B u i l d i n g w i l l be used t o 
set up I s l a m i c a r t s workshops as 
w e l l as p r o v i d i n g more space t o 
outs i d e researchers who come t o the 
Centre i n order t o b e n e f i t from 
l i b r a r y and documentation u n i t s . 

Understanding the need f o r the 
r e v i v a l of I s l a m i c a r t s such as 
c a l l i g r a p h y , g i l d i n g , marbled paper 
and b i n d i n g , our Centre has i n t r o ­
duced i n i t s work programme t r a i n ­
ing courses f o r young t a l e n t e d 
people who w i l l a r r i v e from a l l 
over the I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s . Such 
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t r a i n i n g programmes as w e l l as 
courses f o r techniques of manu­
s c r i p t c a t a l o g i n g are planned t o 
be opened i n t h i s b u i l d i n g . 

R e s t o r a t i o n of the Yaveran B u i l d i n g 
was received f a v o u r a b l y i n sci e n ­
t i f i c and a r t i s t i c c i r c l e s . The 
15th I s l a m i c Conference of Foreign 
M i n i s t e r s which convened i n Sana'a, 
c a p i t a l of Yemen Arab Republic i n 
December 1984 passed a r e s o l u t i o n 
and c a l l e d f o r the f i n a n c i a l as­
sist a n c e of I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s and 
c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s f o r the 
r e a l i z a t i o n of t h i s p r o j e c t . 

I f the necessary funds are found 
i n time, the r e s t o r a t i o n w i l l be 

completed i n one year under the 
sup e r v i s i o n of A r c h i t e c t Dr.Aydin 
Yu'ksel. I n order t o c a r r y out the 
r e s t o r a t i o n of t h i s b u i l d i n g which 
w i l l play an a c t i v e r o l e i n the 
r e v i v a l of I s l a m i c a r t s and c u l ­
t u r e , we j o i n the summons of the 
I s l a m i c Conference of Foreign 
M i n i s t e r s t o i n s t i t u t i o n s and per­
sons f o r t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o 
t h i s cause. 

The Centre i s deeply g r a t e f u l t o 
the I s t a n b u l Branch of Arab-Turkish 
Bank which has already donated US 
$ 40.000 f o r t h i s r e s t o r a t i o n and 
hopes t h a t other o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
w i l l f o l l o w t h i s example. 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

Four scholarships f o r research and doct o r a t e s t u d i e s i n 
Tur k i s h u n i v e r s i t i e s , granted by the Tu r k i s h Government f o r 
the academic year 1985-86, have been a l l o c a t e d t o the 
Centre. 

Two of these scholarships are f o r post-graduate research 
and the other two f o r doct o r a t e s t u d i e s , both i n f i e l d s 
r e l a t e d t o I s l a m i c c u l t u r e and c i v i l i s a t i o n . For a p p l i c a ­
t i o n s , w r i t e t o the S e c r e t a r i a t of the Centre as soon as 
po s s i b l e . 



CENTRE NEWS 
P a r t i c i p a t i o n at Cairo Book F a i r 

H.E.Mr. Kamal Hasan All, Prime Minister of Egypt Inspecting 
the Centre's publications at Cairo Book Fair 

The 17th Cairo I n t e r n a t i o n a l Book 
Fair- organised by the General 
Egyptian Book Organisation was held 
from 22 January t o 3 February 1985 
w i t h the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of p u b l i s h ­
e r s , b o o k s e l l e r s and i n s t i t u t i o n s 
from 49 c o u n t r i e s . The f a i r was 
opened by H.E. Mr. Kamal Hasan A l i , 
Prime M i n i s t e r and Vice-President 
of Egypt. H.E.Mr. M. Abdulhamid 
Ridwan, M i n i s t e r of Cul t u r e of 
Egypt and Dr. I z z e d i n I s m a i l , 
D i r e c t o r General of the General 
Egyptian Book Organisation were 
present at the opening ceremony. 
The I s t a n b u l Centre p a r t i c i p a t e d 
i n the F a i r f o r the second time 
t h i s year. Centre's p u b l i c a t i o n s 
" I n t e r n a t i o n a l D i r e c t o r y of I s l a m i c 
C u l t u r a l I n s t i t u t i o n s " , "Catalogue 
of I s l a m i c Medical. Manuscripts", 
"Ottoman Yearbooks", "The Muslim 
Pious Foundations and Real Estates 
i n P a l e s t i n e " , the pamphlet showing 

examples of c a l l i g r a p h y , the News­
l e t t e r , brochures i n t r o d u c i n g the 
Centre, i t s forthcoming p u b l i c a ­
t i o n s , as w e l l as i t s documentary 
f i l m s were presented a t the F a i r . 
They a t t r a c t e d keen i n t e r e s t on the 
p a r t of the v i s i t o r s , r epresenta­
t i v e s of the press and p a r t i c i ­
p a t i n g o r g a n i s a t i o n s . Programmes 
on the Centre's a c t i v i t i e s and 
p u b l i c a t i o n s were prepared by the 
Cairo r a d i o broadcasting s e r v i c e 
and Egyptian t e l e v i s i o n . 

Photographic E x h i b i t i o n on Sana'a 

On the occasion of the F i f t e e n t h 
I s l a m i c Conference of Foreign 
M i n i s t e r s (Sana'a, 18-22 December 
1984), the I s t a n b u l Centre organ­
ised a photographic e x h i b i t i o n on 
Yemen and the c i t y of Sana'a a t the 
end of the 19th Century. The e x h i -
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b i t i o n was planned when the P r e s i ­
dent of Yemen A.R. received the 
D i r e c t o r General of the Centre 
d u r i n g h i s v i s i t t o Turkey and saw 
photographs of Ancient Yemen 
e x i s t i n g i n the Centre's archives. 
The e x h i b i t i o n was opened on 19 
December 1984 by H.E.Mr. Abdul Aziz 
Abdul Ghani, Prime M i n i s t e r of 
Yemen A.R. at the e x h i b i t i o n h a l l s 
of the C u l t u r a l Centre of Sana'a. 
M i n i s t e r s of Yemen and other 
I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s , the Mayor of 
Sana'a, Ex-Assistant Secretary 
General of OIC H.E. Ambassador 
Bakary Drame, the D i r e c t o r General 
of UNESCO, p a r t i c i p a n t s a t the 
Conference and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of 
the Yemeni and i n t e r n a t i o n a l press 
were present at the i n a u g u r a t i o n . 
The photographs which were d i s ­
played a t t r a c t e d great i n t e r e s t and 
ad m i r a t i o n . Yemen r a d i o and t e l e ­
v i s i o n announced the event and news 
were published about i t i n various 
j o u r n a l s . 

Display of Centre's p u b l i c a t i o n s 

During the F i f t e e n t h I s l a m i c Con­
ference of Foreign M i n i s t e r s held 
i n Sana'a, the Centre also organ­
ised an e x h i b i t i o n of i t s p u b l i c a ­
t i o n s since i t s establishment, 

r e p r e s e n t i n g the concrete r e s u l t s 
of i t s researches. The e x h i b i t i o n 
was inaugurated at the C u l t u r a l 
Centre of Sana'a on 19 December 
1985 and l a t e r t r a n s f e r r e d t o the 
h a l l s where the meeting of the 
C u l t u r a l and I s l a m i c A f f a i r s Com­
m i t t e e was held. Copies of the 
p u b l i c a t i o n s were d i s t r i b u t e d t o 
the heads of delegations at the 
Conference and many requests f o r 
p u b l i c a t i o n s were rece i v e d . 

Conference by Dr. Akmal Ayyubi 
from I n d i a 

Dr. Akmal Ayyubi, f a c u l t y member 
at the I n s t i t u t e of I s l a m i c Studies 
of "the A l i g a r h Muslim U n i v e r s i t y 
of I n d i a , gave a l e c t u r e at the 
Centre on 25 December 1984. The 
theme was: " C o n t r i b u t i o n s of 
A l i g a r h Muslim U n i v e r s i t y , I n s t i ­
t u t e of I s l a m i c Studies t o I s l a m i c 
Learning". During h i s i n t e r e s t i n g 
l e c t u r e , Dr. Ayyubi gave d e t a i l s 
of the research a c t i v i t i e s and 
introduced the numerous p u b l i c a ­
t i o n s of the I n s t i t u t e , e x p l a i n i n g 
t h e i r s i g n i f i c a n c e and contents. 
The I n s t i t u t e of I s l a m i c Studies 
i s undertaking research i n f i e l d s 
r e l a t e d t o I s l a m i c c u l t u r e and 
c i v i l i s a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g I s l a m i c 

From left to right: 
Prime Minister of 
Yemen A.R. H.E.Mr. 
Abdul Aziz Abdul 
Ghani, Director 
General of Istanbul 
Centre Prof.Dr. 
Ekmeleddln Ihsan-
oglu, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of 
Turkey H.E.Mr. 
Vahlt Halefoglu 
and Ex-Assistant 
Secretary General 
of OIC H.E.Mr. 
Bakary Drame, at 
the photographic 
exhibition on Yemen 
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Dr.Akmal Ayyubl lecturing at the 
conference ha.ll in Qit Qasr 

philosophy, l i t e r a t u r e , language, 
h i s t o r y , sociology and a r t s . I t s 
p u b l i c a t i o n s c o n t a i n mainly the 
r e s u l t s of comprehensive studies 
completed by s t a f f members of the 
I n s t i t u t e . 

V i s i t of Dr. Anis Ahmed from 
I s l a m i c U n i v e r s i t y of Islamabad 

Dr. Anis Ahmed, Dean of the F a c u l t y 
of Usui a l Din, I s l a m i c U n i v e r s i t y 
Islamabad came t o the Centre on 18 
February 1985 i n order t o discuss 
the seminar t o be organised j o i n t l y 
by h i s U n i v e r s i t y and the I s t a n b u l 
Centre on " I s l a m i c H i s t o r y , A r t and 
Cult u r e i n South A s i a " (see 
d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n i n Announce­
ments s e c t i o n ) . An agreement was 
reached on the m o d a l i t i e s and 
gu i d e l i n e s of the o r g a n i s a t i o n . 
During h i s four-day v i s i t , Dr.Anis 
Ahmed also received i n f o r m a t i o n on 
the Centre's a c t i v i t i e s . He signed 
the V i s i t o r s * Book and wrote: " I 
am deeply impressed by the q u a l i t y 
of research work being done by the 
Centre. The Centre i s not only 
b r i n g i n g out new i n f o r m a t i o n on 
I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e ; which i s also 
h e r i t a g e of mankind, but i s showing 
a new d i r e c t i o n i n s c h o l a r s h i p . The 
Centre i s a proof t o the f a c t t h a t 
w i t h so l i t t l e resources but w i t h 
I s l a m i c commitment remarkable work 
can be done...." 

Petroleum M i n i s t e r of Malaysia 
at the Centre 

H.E.Mr. Abdullah b i n Mohammed 
S a l l e h , M i n i s t e r of Petroleum of 
Malaysia v i s i t e d the Centre on 26 
December 1984. The M i n i s t e r was 
accompanied by Mrs.Abdullah b i n 
Mohammed Sal l e h and the H.E.Mr. 
Datuk I s m a i l Ambia, Ambassador of 
Malaysia i n Ankara. The d i s t i n ­
guished v i s i t o r s were b r i e f e d on 
the Centre's a c t i v i t i e s . The 
M i n i s t e r wrote h i s impressions as 
f o l l o w s : " I am deeply impressed 
by the achievements of the Research 
Centre f o r I s l a m i c H i s t o r y , A r t and 
Cu l t u r e w i t h i n such a sho r t span 
of time. I express my sincere con­
g r a t u l a t i o n s f o r t h i s success. I 
hope t h a t t h i s Centre w i l l continue 
the study i n I s l a m i c h i s t o r y , a r t 
and c u l t u r e i n order t o r e v i v e the 
g l o r y of Islam i n the past." 

• • • 

PROTEST 

The " A u s t r a l i a and the World 
Golden Book of Encyclopedia" 
published by Golden Press 
P t y . L t d . , 2-12 Tennyson Road, 
G l a d e s v i l l e , N.S.W. 2111, 
A u s t r a l i a (and 16-Copsy Place, 
Avondale, Auckland 7, New Zealand) 
has p r i n t e d , on pages 766-767 of 
i t s volume 12, an imaginary 
p i c t u r e of our Holy Prophet 
Mohammed (P.B.U.H.). 

The p u b l i c a t i o n of such an 
imaginary p i c t u r e of our Prophet 
i s a v i o l a t i o n of our sacred 
p r i n c i p l e s and r e l i g i o u s r i g h t s 
and c o n s t i t u t e s an act of 
s a c r i l e g e against Islam and a l l 
Muslims. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON CULTURAL NEWS 

EGYPT 

Cairo I n t e r n a t i o n a l Book F a i r 

The 17th Cairo I n t e r n a t i o n a l Book 
F a i r organised by the General 
Egyptian Book Organisation was held 
between 22 January and 3 February 
1985. The F a i r was opened on 22 
January by Prime M i n i s t e r of Egypt 
H.E.Mr. Kamal Hasan A l i . Numerous 
p u b l i s h e r s , b o o k s e l l e r s and i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s from 49 d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s 
p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the F a i r which 
consisted of f o u r s e c t i o n s , one f o r 
e x h i b i t i o n s of books and the other 
three f o r sales. This annual F a i r , 
one of the most important book 
f a i r s of the w o r l d , a t t r a c t s a 
la r g e number of v i s i t o r s every year 
and c o n s t i t u t e s an important c u l ­
t u r a l event. 

E x h i b i t i o n on medical 
m a t e r i a l and equipment 

An e x h i b i t i o n of I s l a m i c medical 
and pharmaceutical m a t e r i a l and 
equipment was opened at the begin­
ning of February a t the I s l a m i c A r t 
Museum i n Cairo. The e x h i b i t i o n i s 
planned t o l a s t two months. Equip­
ment d a t i n g from as o l d as the 3rd 
Century H i j r a and ra r e manuscripts 
on v medicine, pharmacy, d e n t i s t r y 
and anatomy are dis p l a y e d a t the 
e x h i b i t i o n . 

FRANCE 

The Thousand and One Nights 

An e x h i b i t i o n on the Thousand and 
One Nights was held a t the C u l t u r a l 
Centre of Boulogne-Billancourt from 
25 January t o 17 March 1985. Organ­

i s e r s were the l o c a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
of Boulogne c i t y , the Arab World 
I n s t i t u t e , the N a t i o n a l L i b r a r y and 
Louvre Museum. " L i n k i n g f i c t i o n t o 
h i s t o r y , dream t o r e a l i t y " , t h i s 
e x h i b i t i o n i s aimed at i l l u s t r a t i n g 
the o r i g i n and e v o l u t i o n of t a l e s 
by d i s p l a y i n g some remarkable 
French books on the Thousand and 
One Nights and nice a r t i s t i c items 
r e p r e s e n t i n g the I s l a m i c , Sassanid 
and Byzantine c u l t u r e s . 

Colloqium on c u l t u r a l l i f e 
of Ottoman State 

The F i r s t I n t e r n a t i o n a l Meeting on 
Studies and Researches on the 
Ottoman Empire and Contemporary 
Turkey was held i n Paris on 18-22 
January 1985. The French I n s t i t u t e 
of A n a t o l i a n Studies i n I s t a n b u l , 
the CNRS ( N a t i o n a l Centre f o r 
S c i e n t i f i c S t u d i e s ) , the "Maison 
des Sciences de l'Homme" (Centre 
f o r Human Sciences) and the T u r k i s h 
Studies Development A s s o c i a t i o n 
c o l l a b o r a t e d i n the o r g a n i s a t i o n 
of t h i s meeting. The agenda com­
p r i s e d two separate p a r t s : 1) Re­
searches on the Ottoman c i t y : the 
Case of the Galata area, and 2) 
P o l i t i c a l , Economic and Socio-
C u l t u r a l L i f e i n the Ottoman Empire 
d u r i n g the p e r i o d of the Young 
Turks. 

U.S.A. 

Computer programme t o teach the 
Holy Quran 

Arabic Software Associates, I n c . 
of C a l i f o r n i a developed a computer 
programme t i t l e d Quran Tutor ( A l -
Mu'allem). I t allows f o r memoriza­
t i o n and f u l l mastery of the Holy 
Text by v i s u a l study. The programme 
contains r e p e t i t i v e exercises and 
progress t e s t i n g . 



ART NEWS 

SWEDEN 

E x h i b i t i o n s on I s l a m i c A r t s 
and C u l t u r e 

A s e r i e s of I s l a m i c a r t s e x h i b i ­
t i o n s and c u l t u r a l events w i l l take 
place i n Stockholm from May 1985 
t i l l the end of the year. These 
a c t i v i t i e s w i l l be organised by the 
Swedish I n s t i t u t e , the State Cul­
t u r a l Committee and the I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l Commission f o r Technical 
Cooperation, w i t h the p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
of important museums such as the 
Ethnographic Museum, H i s t o r i c a l 
Museum and Mediterranean Museum and 
w i l l i n c l u d e demonstrations and 
e x h i b i t i o n s about various aspects 
of I s l a m i c c u l t u r e such as musical 
shows, f i l m s , r a d i o and TV pro­
grammes and symposia. 

The aim i s t o increase knowledge 
about Islam. There are almost 
50.000 muslims i n Sweden today and 
l i t t l e i s known about t h e i r c u l t u r e 
and l i v i n g h a b i t s . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o e x h i b i t i o n c a t a l o ­
gues, a book on Is l a m and I s l a m i c 
c u l t u r e w i l l also be published and 
sol d a t a modest p r i c e . This book 
w i l l be a c o l l e c t i o n of s c i e n t i f i c 
papers d e a l i n g w i t h p r i n c i p l e s of 
Isla m , l i t e r a t u r e , science, a r t s , 
c r a f t s , music and a r c h i t e c t u r e i n 
Isla m , r e l a t i o n s of I s l a m i c coun­
t r i e s w i t h other c o u n t r i e s , e t c . 

One of the e x h i b i t i o n s w i l l cover 
the s u b j e c t of " I s l a m i c A r t s and 
Cu l t u r e d u r i n g Centuries". Various 
masterpieces and h i s t o r i c a l items 
from museums and famous p r i v a t e 

c o l l e c t i o n s w i l l be di s p l a y e d r e ­
pres e n t i n g the r e l a t i o n s between 
V i k i n g s and I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s and 
the i n f l u e n c e s of I s l a m i c c u l t u r e 
on l i v i n g h a b i t s and costumes of 
Vi k i n g s . Among the c o l l e c t i o n s t o 
be e x h i b i t e d are 100.000 Arab coins 
d a t i n g from the 8th and 9 t h Cen­
t u r i e s and c o l l e c t i o n s of ca r p e t s , 
weavings, manuscripts, h a n d i c r a f t s 
et c . from the museums of Kuwait, 
T u n i s i a , Oman, Qatar, Bahrain, 
England and Denmark. 

FRANCE 

Arab Music Concerts 

One hundred and f i f t y a r t i s t s from 
Egypt. I r a k , Lebanon, S y r i a , Qatar 
and Sudan gave concerts i n Nanterre 
from 25 January t o 10 February 
1985. The s e r i e s of 14 concerts 
were devoted t o learned music, 
popular music and songs d i r e c t e d 
t o a great Arab audience. These 
performances demonstrated the r i c h 
musical expression forms of the 
Middle East. 

ENGLAND 

Pr i z e f o r A r c h i t e c t u r a l Studies 

Awards t o t a l l i n g 10.000 Pounds 
S t e r l i n g was announced by the 
A r a b - B r i t i s h Chamber of Commerce 
i n London f o r research on Arab 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . The aim i s t o en­
courage study and research r e l a t e d 
t o the development of the p h y s i c a l 
environment i n the Arab w o r l d . 



— MUSLIM MINORITIES 

TYRANNIC MEASURES AGAINST 
MUSLIMS IN BULGARIA 

Since l a s t December, the Muslim 
community i n B u l g a r i a i s r e s i s t i n g 
t o a new d r i v e of c r u e l oppressive 
measures of a s s i m i l a t i o n . M i l i t a r y 
f o r c e i s used by Bulga r i a n autho­
r i t i e s on the e t h n i c Turks t o have 
t h e i r I s l a m i c names changed i n t o 
B u l g a r i a n names. 
The question of names i s only one 
aspect of the a s s i m i l a t i o n p o l i c y . 
Gravestones of Muslims are broken, 
T u r k i s h education i s completely 
e l i m i n a t e d and Muslims' most f u n ­
damental r e l i g i o u s p r a c t i c e s are 
fo r b i d d e n . Those who have Tu r k i s h 
names are prevented from e n t e r i n g 
h o s p i t a l s and g e t t i n g married. 
I d e n t i t y cards are not given t o 
Muslim babies i f t h e i r name i s not 
a B u l g a r i a n one. Most saddening of 
a l l , s a n c t i o n f o r not complying t o 
these measures i s t o r t u r e . 
A u t h o r i t i e s are concealing t h e i r 
acts of suppression and g i v i n g 
vague responses t o questions. 
Foreign j o u r n a l i s t s and t o u r i s t s 
are f o r b i d d e n t o t r a v e l t o regions 
of the country where most Muslims 
l i v e . News from the country come 
through f o r e i g n diplomats i n Bul­
g a r i a and e s p e c i a l l y muslims who 
have r e l a t i v e s i n Turkey. However, 
no news or l e t t e r s are received 
from the l a t t e r i n the l a s t couple 
of weeks. 
Besides s t r i c t l y v i o l a t i n g the UN 
U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n on Human 
Rights and the Charter of the UN 
(o f which B u l g a r i a i s a member 
since 1955), these p o l i c i e s are 
also i n v i o l a t i o n of the Bu l g a r i a n 
C o n s t i t u t i o n which s t i p u l a t e s , i n 
i t s A r t i c l e 35, para 1 t h a t a l l 
c i t i z e n s of the People's Republic 
of B u l g a r i a are equal; i n para 2 
of the same a r t i c l e , i t i s s t a t e d 
t h a t no p r i v i l e g e or disadvantage 
based on the d i f f e r e n c e s of na­
t i o n a l i t y , o r i g i n , r e l i g i o n , sex, 
race, education, s o c i a l and mate­
r i a l s i t u a t i o n of the peoples would 
be allowed. A r t i c l e 45, para 7 of 

the same C o n s t i t u t i o n gives t o c i ­
t i z e n s who are not of Bulga r i a n 
o r i g i n the r i g h t t o l e a r n t h e i r 
o r i g i n a l language. 
The aggression which began l a s t 
December i s not a new one. Violence 
exercised i n the past on Turks l e d 
to successive massive m i g r a t i o n s 
t o Turkey: from towards the end of 
the l a s t Century t i l l 1923. I n 
1925, an agreement was signed b e t ­
ween the Tu r k i s h and Bulga r i a n 
governments r e g u l a t i n g m i g r a t i o n s 
between the two c o u n t r i e s . Ever 
since, hundreds of Muslims were 
fo r c e d t o emigrate. I n 1961, a l l 
Muslim gypsies were given B u l g a r i a n 
names. I n 1970, B u l g a r i s a t i o n of 
Pomaks (people of Tu r k i s h o r i g i n , 
descendants of the Tu r k i s h Kipchak 
and Cuman t r i b e s ) of the Rodop r e ­
gion began w i t h the implementation 
of an o f f i c i a l decree. Forms r e ­
questing name changes were p r i n t e d 
and d i s t r i b u t e d same as today. The 
recent d r i v e i s the c o n t i n u a t i o n 
of t h i s o l d p o l i c y . I t i s charac­
t e r i z e d more than ever by v i o l e n c e , 
oppression and v i o l a t i o n of basic 
human r i g h t s . 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Reactions 
* Strong o f f i c i a l p r o t e s t a t i o n on 

the p a r t of the T u r k i s h Govern­
ment. The Government intends t o 
use a l l p o s s i b l e measures as w e l l 
as sanctions i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
f o r a t o t r y t o f i n d a s o l u t i o n 
t o the desperate s i t u a t i o n of 
Muslims. B u l g a r i a n Government has 
not r e p l i e d f a v o r a b l y t o T u r k i s h 
proposals aiming t o r e l i e v e the 
s u f f e r i n g s of Muslims i n B u l ­
g a r i a . 

* H.E.Mr. Syed S h a r i f u d d i n Pirzada, 
Secretary General of OIC made a 
d e c l a r a t i o n i n Jeddah w h i l e the 
present issue was about t o go t o 
press. He announced o f f i c i a l l y 
t h a t the I s l a m i c w o r l d i s not 
going t o ignore the sei z u r e of 
r i g h t s of 1,5 m i l l i o n s of Turks 
l i v i n g i n B u l g a r i a . He i n v i t e d 
the a u t h o r i t i e s i n S o f i a t o 
change t h e i r a t t i t u d e against 
Turks. 



* The f o l l o w i n g press organs con­
demned the Bulgarian p o l i c y : 
"Nova Macedonia", o f f i c i a l press 
organ of Yugoslavia, "Arabia" 
published i n London, "Muslim" of 
Pakistan, "Al-Ahram" of Egypt, 

"Dagbladet" of Norway, " A f t o n -
b l a d e t " of Sweden, "The Globe and 
M a i l " of Canada, " F r a n k f u r t e r 
Allgemeine" of West Germany, 
"Time" published i n the U.S.A. and 
" A l - M a j a l l a " published i n England. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

R e l i g i o n . I d e n t i t e e t Sources 
Documentaires sur l e s Morisques 
Andalous ( A b d e l j e l i l Temimi, 
ed.) , I n s t i t u t Superieur de 
Documentation, No.4, Tunis, 1984 

I n s t i t u t Superieur de Documenta­
t i o n i n Tunis i s a higher i n s t i ­
t u t e e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1981 and a f ­
f i l i a t e d t o the U n i v e r s i t y of 
Tunis. I t s main o b j e c t i v e i s t o 
work as e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n and 
research centre i n the f i e l d s of 
documentation, l i b r a r i e s and ar­
chives. The i n s t i t u t e also organ­
ises c o l l o q u i a and seminars and 
t r a i n i n g programmes i n various 
f i e l d s and issues p e r i o d i c a l and 
occasional t e c h n i c a l p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

I n September 1983, the Second Sym­
posium of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Com­
m i t t e e f o r Moriscan Studies was 
held at the premises of the I n s t i ­
t u t Superieur de Documentation i n 
Tunis (Moriscos or Moors were Mus­
l i m people who l i v e d i n Spain and 
converted t o C a t h o l i c i s m by f o r c e . 
They were expelled from the country 
a f t e r 1609). The t e c h n i c a l papers 
presented d u r i n g t h i s meeting have 
been c o l l e c t e d by Prof. A b d e l j e l i l 
Temimi, D i r e c t o r of the I n s t i t u t e , 
i n two volumes e n t i t l e d " R e l i g i o n , 
I d e n t i t e e t Sources Documentaires 
sur l e s Morisques Andalous" ( R e l i ­
g i o n , I d e n t i t y and Documentary 
Sources on Andalousian Moriscos) 
(par.ts i n French, Spanish and 
E n g l i s h , comprising also summaries 
of papers presented i n A r a b i c ) . 

The f i r s t meeting on Moriscan 
st u d i e s was held i n M o n t p e l l i e r 

(France) i n 1981, i n the form of 
an i n t e r n a t i o n a l round t a b l e on the 
theme of "Moriscos and T h e i r Era". 
The c r e a t i o n of an I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Committee f o r Moriscan Studies was 
proposed d u r i n g t h i s meeting. The 
S t a t u t e of the Committee was ap­
proved at the second meeting i n 
Tunis, which also decided t h a t the 
Committee's headquarters be i n 
Tunis and t h a t the t h i r d meeting 
be held i n Andalousia i n 1985. 

At the t e c h n i c a l sessions of the 
Second Symposium, more than 64 
s c i e n t i f i c papers were presented 
i n A r a b i c , French, Spanish and 
En g l i s h and f r u i t f u l debates were 
held among the p a r t i c i p a t i n g 80 
h i s t o r i a n s and s p e c i a l i s t s . One o f 
the f a v o r a b l e r e s u l t s of the meet­
ing was t h a t the a t t i t u d e of West­
ern h i s t o r i a n s towards the s u b j e c t 
has changed and they now consider 
the Moriscan question w i t h i n the 
framework of Muslim h i s t o r y and 
not, as p r e v i o u s l y , w i t h i n Spanish 
h i s t o r y which i s t r e a t e d according 
t o Western C h r i s t i a n philosophy. 

The papers c o l l e c t e d i n the two-
volume book deal w i t h a v a r i e t y of 
s u b j e c t s : Moriscan p o p u l a t i o n and 
Diaspora, r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s , l i n ­
g u i s t i c and onomastic i d e n t i t y of 
Moriscos, t h e i r attachment t o t h e i r 
r e l i g i o n and t r a d i t i o n s , the 
Moriscos i n d i f f e r e n t sources, 
among ot h e r s . The book can be 
requested from: 

I n s t i t u t Superieur de Documentation 
3, Place A l i Zouaoui 
P.O.B. 600 
Tunis, T u n i s i a 



Late Professor Necmettln Bammate 

Prof.Dr. Necmettin Bammate, great 
Muslim scholar and eminent person­
a l i t y of the I s l a m i c w o r l d , passed 
away on 15 January 1985. He was 
bur i e d on 24 January 1985 a t the 
Bobigny Muslim Cemetery, very near 
the tomb of h i s f a t h e r , Haidar 
Bammate Bey, ex-President of the 
Caucasian Republic. 

Hundreds of Muslims prayed f o r h i s 
soul at the Grand Mosque of P a r i s , 
i n c l u d i n g those l i v i n g i n France 
and the French Muslims. The rep­
r e s e n t a t i v e s of I s l a m i c embassies 
i n P a r i s , the members of d i f f e r e n t 
r e l i g i o u s o r g a n i s a t i o n s , the As­
s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r General of UNESCO 
and the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Mus­
l i m World League i n Paris were also 

present at the f u n e r a l . D i r e c t o r 
General of the I s t a n b u l Centre 
represented the Centre and the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r the 
Pre s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l 
H e r i t a g e . 

Professor Bammate was born i n Paris 
on 8 December 1922. He came from a 
Muslim f a m i l y of Daghestan i n North 
Caucasia; he was an Afghan n a t i o n ­
a l , afterwards he adopted the 
Pakistan n a t i o n a l i t y . He entered 
the Lycee Buffon i n P a r i s , then the 
Ecole Nouvelle i n C h a i l l y - s u r -
Lausanne. He s t u d i e d law a t the 
U n i v e r s i t y of Lausanne and obtained 
h i s PhD i n the same u n i v e r s i t y . 
T i l l 1947, he gave l e c t u r e s on 
Roman Law at the Sorbonne Univer-



s i t y i n P a r i s . From 1947 t o 1952, 
he made f u r t h e r s tudies on Islam 
at the T r i n i t y College i n Cambridge 
and a t al-Azhar U n i v e r s i t y i n Cairo 
then pursued h i s studies a t the 
I n s t i t u t des Langues O r i e n t a l e s , 
Ecole des Hautes Etudes ( I n s t i t u t e 
of O r i e n t a l Languages, School of 
Higher Studies) and at College de 
France i n P a r i s . 

Dr. Necmettin Bammate was the 
delegate of Afghanistan a t the 
United Nations i n 1948 and at the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Red Crescent Confer­
ence i n Geneva i n 1949. S t a r t i n g 
i n September 1949, he worked as 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t a f f a t UNESCO, as­
suming the f o l l o w i n g f u n c t i o n s : 
from 1949 t o 1954, o f f i c i a l a t the 
bureau of the Legal Advisor; from 
1954 t o 1958, i n charge of d i p l o ­
matic r e l a t i o n s w i t h Arab coun­
t r i e s , the Middle-East and East 
Europe; from 1960 t o 1964, coor­
d i n a t o r of the UNESCO East-West 
p r o j e c t ; from 1964 t o 1969, D i r e c ­
t o r of the D i v i s i o n of Human 
Sciences; between 1970 and 1974, 
D i r e c t o r of the C u l t u r a l Department 
and between 1975-1979, Special 
Advisor t o the A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r 
General f o r C u l t u r e and Communica­
t i o n . 

From 1976 onwards, Professor 
Bammate was the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
OIC i n P a r i s ; he also worked as a 
member of the Committee f o r D r a f t ­
in g the I s l a m i c D e c l a r a t i o n on 
Human Rights and was i n charge of 
C u l t u r a l I d e n t i t y A f f a i r s i n the 
o f f i c e of the A s s i s t a n t Secretary 
General of OIC. He also worked 
a c t i v e l y and c o n t r i b u t e d t o the 
work of the I s t a n b u l Centre and the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r the 
Pre s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l 
Heritage of the OIC. 

I n 1977 he s t a r t e d t o teach I s l a m i c 
c i v i l i s a t i o n and sociology a t the 
U n i v e r s i t y of Paris V I I and then 
also a t Sorbonne U n i v e r s i t y . 
Professor Bammate knew French, 

E n g l i s h , Russian, German, Spanish, 
I t a l i a n as w e l l as c l a s s i c a l 
Arabic, Persian, T u r k i s h and 
Japanese. 

Professor Necmettin Bammate made 
a c t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o Is l a m and 
I s l a m i c - C h r i s t i a n dialogue. He 
wrote numerous a r t i c l e s and gave 
l e c t u r e s on I s l a m i c c i v i l i s a t i o n , 
n o t a b l y on the subjects of a r t , 
a r c h i t e c t u r e , urbanism and e n v i ­
ronment. He published the f o l l o w i n g 
books: 
- "Aspects de l ' a r t musulman" 

(Aspects of Muslim a r t ) , P a r i s , 
Lausanne 1947. 

- "Visages de 1'Islam" (Faces of 
I s l a m ) , Paris 1954, i n c o l l a b o r ­
a t i o n w i t h Haidar Bammate; a new 
e d i t i o n i s under p r e p a r a t i o n . 

- "Themes et Rythmes dans l a l i t -
t e r a t u r e de 1'Islam" (Themes and 
rhythms i n the l i t e r a t u r e of 
I s l a m ) , Paris 1958. 

- The Status of Science and Tech­
nology i n I s l a m i c C i v i l i s a t i o n , 
Los Angeles 1964. 

- "L'Orient dans un M i r o i r " (The 
East i n a m i r r o r ) (Hachette, 
P a r i s ) . 

- "La Mecque e t Medine A u j o u r d ' h u i " 
(Mekka and Medina t o d a y ) , w i t h 
the c o l l a b o r a t i o n of Hamza K a i d i 
and E l Hachemi T i d j a n i . 

- "Cites de l ' I s l a m " ( C i t i e s of 
Islam) ( t o be p u b l i s h e d ) . 

He very s u c c e s s f u l l y prepared a 
se r i e s o f programmes about I s l a m i c 
c i v i l i s a t i o n , which were shown on 
the French t e l e v i s i o n and a t t r a c t e d 
great i n t e r e s t throughout Europe. 

Professor Bammate possessed a very 
r i c h c o l l e c t i o n of books and manu­
s c r i p t s on Is l a m i n d i f f e r e n t l a n ­
guages. Before h i s death, he do­
nated t h i s precious c o l l e c t i o n t o 
the I s t a n b u l Centre #. The Centre i s 
deeply g r a t e f u l t o Prof. Bammate 
and w i l l do i t s utmost t o meet the 
c o n d i t i o n s of h i s l a s t wish, t h a t 
these books be preserved and kept 
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t o g e t h e r f o r the use of i n t e r e s t e d 
people. F o l l o w i n g i s the t r a n s l a ­
t i o n of the t e x t of h i s l a s t w i l l : VN1YERS1TE PARIS 7 

" P a r i s , 6/XI/84 

I bequeathed my numerous books and 
manuscripts on Islam coming from 
my f a t h e r , grand-father and myself 
and which are i n d i f f e r e n t l a n ­
guages; T u r k i s h , Arabic, Persian, 
French, E n g l i s h , Spanish, I t a l i a n 
and Russian, t o Turkey, L i b r a r y of 
the Research Centre f o r I s l a m i c 
H i s t o r y and C u l t u r e , a t Y i l d i z 
Kiosk i n I s t a n b u l . I wished t h a t 
these books be kept together and 
made a v a i l a b l e i n Turkey a f t e r my 
death. 

Necmettin Bammate" 

UE.R. AKTHROPOLOC1E. 
FTHNOLOCIE SCIENCES 
DES RELIGIONS 

F 14. TN Mt.3 
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The Centre would l i k e t o take t h i s 
occasion t o extend i t s most sincere 
thanks t o Mr.Timur Bammate, broth e r 
of l a t e Professor Bammate, f o r the 
e f f o r t s he makes t o a s s i s t the 
Centre i n ensuring t h a t t h i s 
v a l uable c o l l e c t i o n of books be 
s a f e l y t r a n s f e r r e d t o I s t a n b u l . 
This i s only one i n d i c a t i o n t h a t 
Mr.Timur Bammate w i l l spare no 
e f f o r t t o c a r r y on the work s t a r t e d 
by h i s f a t h e r and h i s b r o t h e r . 

Last will of Professor Bammate 

face and eyes g l i t t e r i n g w i t h i n ­
t e l l i g e n c e and warm f r i e n d s h i p . 

When you were s i t t i n g and t a l k i n g 
w i t h him, you thought he was very 
close t o you, a c t u a l l y i t was h i s 
p h y s i c a l presence t h a t you saw. 
When you looked c a r e f u l l y you would 
see h i s eyes were t o t a l l y absorbed 
and he was l i v i n g i n a d i f f e r e n t 
w o r l d . 

NECMETTIN BAMMATE AS I KNOW HIM 

Prof.Dr. N.Bammate was a unique 
person w i t h m u l t i p l e and v a r i e d 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . Very dynamic, 
b u r s t i n g w i t h v i t a l i t y , examplary 
w i t h h i s e f f o r t s , h i s w i l l , h i s 
unceasing work and t r a v e l s , and a l l 
t h i s f o r a s i n g l e aim: t o serve 
I s l a m and t o expand i t from the 
Northernmost t o the Southernmost, 
from East t o West... 
Late Professor Bammate was always 
present and a c t i v e i n every i n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l conference held t o serve 
Islam. He could e a s i l y be d i s t i n ­
guished: a t a l l man w i t h a s m i l i n g 

An o r i e n t a l man s t r o n g l y attached 
t o h i s o r i g i n s ; an o r i e n t a l man i n 
h i s soul as w e l l as i n h i s s p i r i t . 
But when he was t a l k i n g w i t h Euro­
peans, h i s p e r s o n a l i t y and appear­
ance had the look of a t r u e o c c i ­
d e n t a l . . . I t would s u f f i c e t o be 
w i t h him f o r one day i n h i s d a i l y 
l i f e t o understand t h a t my above 
words on h i s p e r s o n a l i t y were not 
exaggerated at a l l . 

The phone r i n g s very e a r l y i n the 
morning and someone c a l l s him from 
abroad .. maybe from I s t a n b u l , 
maybe from Jeddah or Cairo ... or 
from Islamabad, or Washington, or 
London or A u s t r a l i a ... t o ask h i s 
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advice, or t o i n v i t e him t o a con­
ference or an expert meeting t o be 
held somewhere. 

He f i r s t says "Assalamualaykum" 
w i t h a sleepy voice. Then he 
receives the c a l l w i t h f r i e n d s h i p , 
h i s voice becoming more l i v e l y and 
r e v e a l i n g a warm p e r s o n a l i t y . Then 
the phone r i n g s again and t h i s time 
i t i s an I s l a m i c d e l e g a t i o n i n 
t r a n s i t a t Paris a i r p o r t , c a l l i n g 
him t o ask f o r h i s news and i n v i t ­
i n g him t o go and see them du r i n g 
t r a n s i t hours .... Late r i n the 
morning the phone r i n g s a t h i r d 
t ime: one of h i s students a t the 
u n i v e r s i t y i s reque s t i n g h i s help 
i n s o l v i n g a problem w i t h the ad­
m i n i s t r a t i o n of the u n i v e r s i t y or 
l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s . 

Then, Necmettin Bammate leaves h i s 
apartment w i t h h i s well-known 
dynamism and s t a r t s t r a v e l l i n g 
between UNESCO, the u n i v e r s i t y and 
I s l a m i c a s s o c i a t i o n s , meeting d i f ­
f e r e n t persons or v i s i t i n g s tudios 
of the French t e l e v i s i o n ; going t o 
conference h a l l s of UNESCO, t o the 
u n i v e r s i t y or t o c u l t u r a l c i r c l e s 
where he gives conferences on 
Islam, I s l a m i c c u l t u r e and i t s 
importance, w i t h h i s unique and 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d s t y l e : the s t y l e of 
the expert i n every f i e l d r e l a t e d 
t o the essence and r e a l i t i e s of 
Isla m , the s t y l e of the man who 
knows the secrets behind the v e i l s 
o b s t r u c t i n g the eyes and ears of 
h i s audience; h i g l i g h t i n g the 
t r u t h , u n v e i l i n g the f a c t s one by 
one .... 

Imposing appearance and beauty of 
s p i r i t ... impressive manner of 
expressing h i s ideas ... f l u e n t 
s t y l e , warm character; a l l these 
made him a s t a r of Islam i n the sky 
of Europe. I n France and i n neigh­
bouring c o u n t r i e s people had the 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o see, d u r i n g the l a s t 
f o u r years, h i s programmes i n t r o ­
ducing I s l a m i c c i v i l i s a t i o n and 
a r t s w i t h a p e r f e c t s t y l e . These 

programmes d i f f e r e d from others by 
t h e i r a r t i s t i c p r o d u c t i o n and the 
manner i n which the French language 
was used: simply but at the same 
time so p e r f e c t t h a t t h i s does not 
come e a s i l y t o everybody. 

French-speaking Western people 
could see and understand Islam 
ranging from I s t a n b u l t o Morocco, 
from Yemen t o Malaysia. They could 
appreciate the e t e r n a l a r c h i t e c t u ­
r a l and a r t i s t i c monuments and 
glance at the precious c r e a t i o n s 
of I s l a m and i t s e v e r - l a s t i n g 
h e r i t a g e . . . A l l I heard about h i s 
TV s e r i e s was a p p r e c i a t i o n , and a l l 
those I met, having seen the s e r i e s 
t o l d me about the broadcast where 
Necmettin Bammate was a t the w e l l -
known cemetery of I s t a n b u l which 
i s very near t o the tomb of Abu 
Eyyub A l - A n s a r i , companion of the 
Prophet (PBUH). I n t h i s sequence, 
Necmettin Bammate was seen standing 
i n the shadow of cedar t r e e s among 
the headstones w i t h engravings of 
b e a u t i f u l c a l l i g r a p h i e s and geo­
m e t r i c a l forms. He was t a l k i n g 
about death, of h i s I s l a m i c S u f i 
conception of death; the l o v e r 
reaches the Beloved ... a contact 
le a d i n g t o e t e r n i t y ... an e t e r n a l 
l i f e beyond death ... I was very 
pleased t o hear the praises of 
those who saw the programmes and I 
am happy t o have had the opportu­
n i t y t o c o n t r i b u t e modestly t o some 
of these programmes. 

The wish of l a t e Professor Bammate, 
who was born i n Paris because h i s 
f a t h e r was l i v i n g i n e x i l e , was t o 
die i n an I s l a m i c land . . . and I 
t h i n k he would have l i k e d t o be 
buri e d at the cemetery near the 
tomb of Abu Ayyub E l - A n s a r i , com­
panion of the Prophet (PBUH), the 
l i n k between the Prophet of Islam 
and the beginnings of Is l a m and the 
Muslim conquests i n Europe 
throughout the c e n t u r i e s of I s l a m i c 
h i s t o r y . Because of t h i s the O t t o ­
mans condidered him t h e i r s p i r i t u a l 
leader d u r i n g t h e i r l a s t conquests. 



Nobody knows where he w i l l d i e . 
Death caught up w i t h him on 15th 
January 1985 i n the Paris metro 
d u r i n g one of h i s usual dynamic 
days. I t was one of the co l d e s t 
days since h a l f a century. 
Necmettin Bammate was bu r i e d on 24 
January 1985 a t the Muslim cemetery 
of Bobigny, very near the tomb of 
his f a t h e r Haidar Bammate Bey .... 
At the exact moment when he was 
being lowered i n t o the grave, the 
sun came out f o r a second and d i s ­
appeared again ... 

Hundreds of Muslims f i l l e d the 
Paris Mosque: Arabs, Turcs, 
I r a n i a n s , P a k i s t a n i s , Indians and 
French Muslims, men and women, were 

present a t the f u n e r a l i n a d d i t i o n 
t o the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from v a r i o u s 
I s l a m i c embassies and i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s as w e l l as personages 
from r e l i g i o u s non-Muslim communi­
t i e s . The Imam of the Mas j i d pro­
nounced an eulogy about him, f o l ­
lowed by the words of the re p r e ­
s e n t a t i v e of the Muslim World 
League i n P a r i s . I wanted t o speak 
too , i n the name of the OIC and the 
Research Centre f o r I s l a m i c H i s ­
t o r y , A r t and C u l t u r e i n I s t a n b u l , 
but I was b e r e f t of words since I 
was f u l l of emotion and pr a y i n g 
w i t h t e a r s i n my eyes. 

Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu 

REQUESTS FOR BOOK DONATIONS AND 
ASSISTANCE 

** * ISLAMIC BOOKS PUBLISHED 
BY CHRISTIANS 

* Muhammed Bin Qassim L i b r a r y , 
Sind, Pakistan i s i n need of 
Is l a m i c l i t e r a t u r e , magazines, 
newspapers and t r a n s l a t i o n s of 
the Holy Quran i n various l a n ­
guages. The address i s as below: 

Mr. Hussain Amir 
Honorary Secretary General 
Muhammad Bin Qassim L i b r a r y 
Main Road, Sujawal, 
D i s t r i c t T h a t t a 
Sind, Pakistan 

* The below i n s t i t u t i o n s i n Ghana 
are r e q u e s t i n g I s l a m i c books: 

- I s l a m i c Research and I n f o r m a t i o n 
Centre, P.O.Box 99, Nima, Accra 

- Ghana High Council of I s l a m i c 
A f f a i r s , P.O.B. 12387, Accra-
North 

- N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n of Quranic 
Schools, P.O.Box 139, Nima, Accra 

- A f r i c a n I n s t i t u t e f o r the Deve­
lopment of I s l a m i c Values and 
I d e n t i t y , P.O.Box 13733, Accra 

- The Holy Quranic School, 
P.O.B.70, Kintampo B/A 

I t i s re p o r t e d from Ghana t h a t 
due t o the l a c k of I s l a m i c books 
i n E n g l i s h and i n other A f r i c a n 
languages, some C h r i s t i a n organ­
i s a t i o n s are p u b l i s h i n g books 
t h a t g i v e erroneous p i c t u r e s of 
Isl a m and d i s t r i b u t i n g a gre a t 
number of them among Muslims i n 
Ghana. 

The question becomes even more 
serious t a k i n g i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
t h a t these books are d i s t r i b u t e d 
among poor Muslims who do not 
have easy access t o good books; 
th u s , the only books they can 
o b t a i n are d i s t r i b u t e d by 
C h r i s t i a n s . 

The I s l a m i c Book Development and 
T r a n s l a t i o n Council i n Accra i s 
prepared t o p u b l i s h simple books 
i n E n g l i s h and i n d i f f e r e n t 
A f r i c a n languages, t h a t would 
save Muslims from being m i s l e d 
and remedy t h i s alarming s i t u a ­
t i o n . Although t e c h n i c a l prepa­
r a t i o n s are already completed, 
the Council i s i n need of f i n a n ­
c i a l help t o r e a l i s e t h i s 
p r o j e c t . 



ISTANBUL CENTRE AND HERITAGE 
COMMISSION IN THE PRESS 

Al-Madina La Suisse 

An i n t e r v i e w w i t h D i r e c t o r General 
Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu 
was published i n Al-Madina dated 
16 January 1985, on page 7. The 
r e p o r t concerns e s s e n t i a l l y the 
researches on manuscripts under­
taken by the Centre. I t explains 
t h a t the Centre i s f o l l o w i n g the 
stud i e s i n t h i s f i e l d i n coopera­
t i o n and c o o r d i n a t i o n w i t h r e l a t e d 
OIC agencies and t h a t a catalogue 
of manuscripts i n I s t a n b u l has 
already been prepared. 

Al-Madina 

Al-Madina published the news 
about the second meeting of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r the 
Pr e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l 
Heritage on 4 February 1985 i n the 
f i r s t and second pages of the pa­
per. The King Fahd Award f o r Design 
and Research i n I s l a m i c A r c h i t e c ­
t u r e announced by the Commission 
and the other agenda items and de­
c i s i o n s of the meeting are re p o r t e d 
i n the news. 

Al-Madina 

Another news e n t i t l e d "A Successful 
Step by King Fahd t o Upgrade 
I s l a m i c A r c h i t e c t u r a l A r t s " was 
published i n the 10 February 1985 
issue of Al-Madina, page 7. The 
a r t i c l e stresses the importance of 
pr e s e r v i n g I s l a m i c a r t s and a r c h i ­
t e c t u r e . I t enumerates some of the 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l monuments i n I s l a m i c 
c o u n t r i e s and the p r i n c i p a l char­
a c t e r i s t i c s of I s l a m i c a r c h i t e c ­
t u r e . I t emphasizes the important 
r o l e t h a t the King Fahd Award f o r 
I s l a m i c A r c h i t e c t u r e w i l l p l a y i n 
the p r e s e r v a t i o n and development 
of t h i s a r c h i t e c t u r e . 

La Suisse newspaper published i n 
Switzerland announced, i n i t s 12 
February 1985 issue, the i n s t i t u ­
t i o n of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l competi­
t i o n on I s l a m i c a r c h i t e c t u r e i n the 
name of King Fahd of Saudi Arabia, 
t o be renewed each three years. The 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l f u n d - r a i s i n g campaign 
launched by the Heritage Commission 
f o r the r e s t o r a t i o n of Demak Mosque 
i n Indonesia, as w e l l as the dec­
l a r a t i o n of 1990 as the I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l Heritage Year are also 
r e p o r t e d . 

Asharq-ul Awsat 

An a r t i c l e e n t i t l e d " I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Commission f o r the P r e s e r v a t i o n of 
I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l Heritage discusses 
the King Fahd Award" was published 
on page 19 of Asharq-ul Awsat 
dated 9 February 1985. The r e p o r t 
gives i n f o r m a t i o n about the meeting 
and the King Fahd Award f o r Design 
and Research i n I s l a m i c A r c h i t e c ­
t u r e , and also mentions the p a r t i ­
c i p a t i o n of the M i n i s t e r of C u l t u r e 
and Tourism of Turkey. 

Shaab 

A l g e r i a n d a i l y Shaab published 
news about the Second Meeting of 
the Heritage Commission i n i t s 5 
February 1985 issue, page 12. I t 
mentions the s u b j e c t of p r o t e c t i o n 
of the c i t y of Sana'a, and the 
decisions of recent I s l a m i c Con­
ferences of Foreign M i n i s t e r s con­
cerning the a c t i v i t i e s of the Com­
mission, which c o n s t i t u t e d some of 
the agenda items of the meeting. 
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Middle East Business and Banking 

An a r t i c l e e n t i t l e d " I s t a n b u l 
Research Centre of the I s l a m i c 
Conference: Computerized Research" 
i s published i n the December 1984 
issue of Middle East Business and 
Banking, a monthly magazine pub­
l i s h e d i n I s t a n b u l , Turkey. The 
a r t i c l e gives d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n 
on the establishment of the Centre, 
the r e s t o r a t i o n of the h i s t o r i c a l 
b u i l d i n g s housing i t , i t s research 
and p u b l i c a t i o n p r o j e c t s and i t s 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s f o r e s t a b l i s h i n g 
cooperation among i n s t i t u t i o n s and 
researchers of the I s l a m i c world 
through symposia and p u b l i c a t i o n s . 
The a r t i c l e gives p a r t i c u l a r em­
phasis t o computer usage i n r e ­
search and p u b l i c a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s 
and l i b r a r y procedures. 

New Middle East 

An a r t i c l e t i t l e d "The I s l a m i c 
Research Centre i n I s t a n b u l : Cul­
t u r a l Ties w i t h Muslim Countries 
Reinforced" was published i n De­
cember 1984 issue of t h i s monthly 
magazine based i n I s t a n b u l . I n t r o ­
ducing the Centre and i t s a c t i v i ­
t i e s i n d e t a i l , the a r t i c l e c i t e s 
the main o b j e c t i v e s of the Centre 
and the p r i n c i p l e of b r o t h e r l y r e ­
l a t i o n s among Member States of the 
OIC based on t h e i r common c u l t u r a l 
legacy. I t emphasizes the s e r v i c e 
rendered by the Centre as a place 
where researchers, scholars and 
a r t i s t s from I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s 
meet. 

Mew Middle East 

I n the March 1985 issue of the 
magazine, an a r t i c l e e n t i t l e d "1990 

Proclaimed I s l a m i c C u l t u r e Year" 
was published. The a r t i c l e gives 
d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n on the Second 
Meeting of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Com­
mission f o r the P r e s e r v a t i o n of 
I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l Heritage and 
excerpts and summaries of the 
speeches pronounced by the Secre­
t a r y of the Commission Prof.Dr. 
Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, the M i n i s ­
t e r of Cu l t u r e and Tourism of Tur­
key H.E. Mr. Miikerrem T a s c i o g l u , 
the Secretary General of OIC 
H.E.Mr. Syed S h a r i f u d d i n Pirzada 
and the Chairman of the Commission 
H.R.H. Prince F a i s a l b i n Fahd b i n 
Abdul Aziz r e s p e c t i v e l y at the 
opening ceremony of the meeting. 
The a r t i c l e also e x p l a i n s the 
d e c i s i o n of the meeting t o p r o c l a i m 
1990 as the I n t e r n a t i o n a l I s l a m i c 
C u l t u r e Year and announces t h a t the 
next meeting of the Commission w i l l 
be h e l d i n October 1985 i n Saudi 
Arabia. 

Al-Sabah 

Dr. Salah Al-Mahdi, D i r e c t o r Gene­
r a l of N a t i o n a l C u l t u r a l A c t i v i t i e s 
i n T u n i s i a and member of the I n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r the 
Pr e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l 
Heritage r e p o r t e d the r e s u l t s of 
the Second Meeting of t h i s Commis­
sion t o Tuni s i a n Al-Sabah. The 
decisions of the meeting were pub­
l i s h e d i n the 20 February 1985 
issue of the j o u r n a l . The a r t i c l e 
gives d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n on each 
of the Commission's dec i s i o n s and 
announces the next meeting of the 
Commission which w i l l be held i n 
Saudi Arabia i n October 1985. I t 
also enumerates the p r o p o s i t i o n s 
made by Dr. Salah Al-Mahdi d u r i n g 
the meeting, which i n c l u d e among 



others the p u b l i c a t i o n of a b u l l e ­
t i n c o n t a i n i n g explanations on 
Is l a m i c worship p r a c t i c e s and 
Is l a m i c p r i n c i p l e s t o be d i s t r i ­
buted a l l over the world and the 
pr e p a r a t i o n and d i s t r i b u t i o n o f 
cassettes c o n t a i n i n g verses of the 
Holy Quran. These subjects w i l l be 
included i n the agenda of the next 
meeting of the Commission. 

Koprii 

Koprii magazine published i n I s ­
tan b u l i n c l u d e d , i n i t s March 1985 
issue, an i n t e r v i e w w i t h Prof.Dr. 
Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, D i r e c t o r 
General of the Centre and Secretary 
of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r 
the P r e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c Cul­
t u r a l H eritage. The i n t e r v i e w con­
cerned both the Second Meeting of 
the Commission and the I s t a n b u l 
Centre a c t i v i t i e s . 

During the i n t e r v i e w , Prof.Dr. 
Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu f i r s t gave 
d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n on the estab­
lishment and o b j e c t i v e s of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r the 
Pre s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l 
Heritage under the chairmanship of 
H.R.H. Prince F a i s a l b i n Fahd b i n 
Abdul Aziz. He said t h a t the Com­
mission aims mainly t o preserve and 
r e v i v e the monuments and other 
items r e p r e s e n t i n g I s l a m i c h e r i t ­
age, which are s c a t t e r e d a l l over 
the world and which have been neg­
l e c t e d and i n some cases destroyed 
f o r v a rious reasons. He enumerated 
the main p r o j e c t s undertaken by the 
Commission and discussed d u r i n g i t s 
second meeting: the King Fahd Award 
f o r I s l a m i c A r c h i t e c t u r e , the Demak 
Mosque r e s t o r a t i o n p r o j e c t f o r 

which a f u n d - r a i s i n g campaign i s 
launched by the Commission, the 
comp e t i t i o n on c a l l i g r a p h y , the 
p r o t e c t i o n of I s l a m i c manuscripts, 
etc . Concerning the proclamation 
of 1990 as I s l a m i c C u l t u r e Year, 
he explained t h a t the d e c i s i o n on 
t h i s s u b j e c t was taken d u r i n g the 
14th I s l a m i c Conference held i n 
Bangladesh i n 1983. He said t h a t 
w i t h i n the framework of t h i s prog­
ramme, many e x h i b i t i o n s , symposia, 
seminars and a u d i o - v i s u a l demons­
t r a t i o n s w i l l be organised and t h a t 
a l l I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s w i l l p a r t i ­
c i p a t e i n t h i s o r g a n i s a t i o n . 

Concerning the I s t a n b u l Centre, the 
D i r e c t o r General answered the 
questions on the Centre's d i f f e r e n t 
p r o j e c t s , mentioning the books 
published by the Centre t o di s s e ­
minate research r e s u l t s . He ex­
pl a i n e d t h a t the p u b l i c a t i o n s of 
the Centre are composed using the 
word-processing f a c i l i t i e s and t h a t 
t h i s saves time and money. The 
l i b r a r y also i s administered 
through t h i s modern technology. A 
l i s t of accessions i s issued pe­
r i o d i c a l l y through the word-
processor. Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin 
Ihsanoglu introduced Centre's 
l i b r a r y and the r i c h c o l l e c t i o n of 
books i t c o n t a i n s , mentioning t h a t 
r a r e books increase the value of 
the c o l l e c t i o n . 

He also enumerated meetings and 
e x h i b i t i o n s held by the Centre on 
various occasions: the symposium 
on "Common P r i n c i p l e s , Themes and 
Forms of I s l a m i c A r t s " organised 
by the Centre and the symposium on 
"I s l a m i c A r t s and Asia" organised 
j o i n t l y w i t h UNESCO, the e x h i b i ­
t i o n s of c a l l i g r a p h y , photographs 
and prayer beads, e t c . 



EDITOR'S POST AND COMMENTS 
" I would l i k e t o thank you f o r 
sending us your valuable News­
l e t t e r . I t i s the r e s u l t of your 
generous e f f o r t s and your unceasing 
work which we are f o l l o w i n g w i t h 
a p p r e c i a t i o n . We f o l l o w a l l of your 
a c t i v i t i e s and f i n d them p r a i s e ­
worthy." 

17.1.1985 
Abu F i r a z 
Representative of the P.L.O. 
Ankara 

"The Research Centre f o r I s l a m i c 
H i s t o r y , A r t and C u l t u r e i n I s t a n ­
b u l t h a t I have v i s i t e d today, 
Tuesday 8 January 1985 i s the most 
b e a u t i f u l place I have seen i n 
Turkey. I n o t i c e d the noble and 
m e r i t o r i o u s e f f o r t s of the Centre 
under the d i r e c t i o n of b r o t h e r Dr. 
Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, and i t s 
important c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o I s l a m i c 
c u l t u r e and c i v i l i s a t i o n . The 
Centre i s at the s e r v i c e of 
researchers coming from a l l over 
the I s l a m i c w o r l d . I am completely 
sure t h a t these researchers are 
capable of achieving the impossible 
f o r t h e i r n ations and f o r t h e i r 
noble h e r i t a g e . The work of 
researchers employed i n t h i s Centre 
i s unique. I wish good h e a l t h t o 
a l l of them i n order t h a t they 
succeed i n t h e i r important work. I 
express once again my f e e l i n g s of 
awe f o r a l l I have seen and t h i n k 
t h a t myself and a l l those who are 
i n t e r e s t e d i n I s l a m i c c u l t u r e and 
h e r i t a g e should b e n e f i t from the 
f a c i l i t i e s of t h i s Centre i n works 
and researches." 

8.1.1985 
Dr.Yusuf Gawanmeh 
D i r e c t o r , Dept. of H i s t o r y 
Yarmouk U n i v e r s i t y 
I r b i d , Jordan 

"We at the I s l a m i c U n i v e r s i t y of 
North Sumatra, Medan, Indonesia, 
f e e l very happy indeed t o r e c e i v e 

the s i x t h issue of the Newsletter, 
because i t gives us i n f o r m a t i o n on 
the I s l a m i c c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s and 
gives us ideas t o be implemented 
at our U n i v e r s i t y , f o r example the 
e x h i b i t i o n s on 'Tesbih' and wood 
c a l l i g r a p h y " . 

Dr.H.Mustafa Majnu, Rector 
I s l a m i c U n i v e r s i t y of North Sumatra 
Indonesia 

" I t i s a great pleasure f o r me t o 
have been given the o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
extend my warm and sincere f e l i c i ­
t a t i o n s t o His Excellency Dr. 
Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu f o r the 
good work which i s being done at 
the I s l a m i c Centre under h i s i n s ­
p i r e d and dedicated guidance. A l ­
ready he and h i s colleagues have 
created a v i b r a n t centre of I s l a m i c 
c u l t u r a l and i n t e l l e c t u a l i d e n t i t y . 
The f u t u r e holds a r i c h promise f o r 
the Centre's c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the 
sustenance and enrichment of 
I s l a m i c thought and achievement. I 
extend my humble t r i b u t e and my 
best wishes f o r the continued 
progress. and success of the 
Centre." 

1 February 1985 
M u f t i Mohammed Abbas 
Ambassador of Pakistan, Ankara 

" I t was a great pleasure f o r me t o 
v i s i t the Research Centre f o r 
I s l a m i c H i s t o r y , A r t and C u l t u r e . 
I would l i k e t o thank Dr.Ekmeleddin 
Ihsanoglu f o r h i s e f f o r t s t o 
r e v i v e the Arab-Islamic h e r i t a g e . 
His name w i l l always remain i n the 
h i s t o r y of t h i s Centre. I express 
my a p p r e c i a t i o n and thanks f o r the 
work and e f f o r t s of the Centre, i t s 
D i r e c t o r and i t s s t a f f . I pray God 
f o r t h e i r success." 

18.1.1985 
Mohammed Reshad I b r a h i m 
Consul of Egypt 
I s t a n b u l 



NEW PUBLICATIONS OF THE CENTRE 

CATALOGUE OF ISLAMIC 
MEDICAL MANUSCRIPTS 

The Catalogue of I s l a m i c Medical 
Manuscripts i n the L i b r a r i e s o f 
Turkey was published by the 
I s t a n b u l Centre on the occasion of 
the T h i r d I s l a m i c Medicine Confer­
ence held i n I s t a n b u l on 28 Sep-
tember-2 October 1984. This p u b l i ­
c a t i o n w i l l c e r t a i n l y f i l l a gap 
i n the f i e l d o f h i s t o r y of science 
and w i l l be a valuable a d d i t i o n t o 
I s l a m i c medical books and p a r t i ­
c u l a r l y medical manuscripts. 
Approximately 5000 I s l a m i c medical 
manuscripts e x i s t i n g i n 129 major 
l i b r a r i e s of Turkey are described. 
These works are e i t h e r o r i g i n a l s 
or copies of about 1000 works and 
t h e i r summaries, commentaries and 
t r a n s l a t i o n s . 

The works are presented according 
t o author names i n a l p h a b e t i c a l 
order. Under the name of each 
author, the names of the works are 
giv e n , f o l l o w e d by d e s c r i p t i o n s of 
the copies e x i s t i n g i n the l i ­
b r a r i e s , t h e i r reference numbers, 
the names of these l i b r a r i e s , des­
c r i p t i o n s of the o r i g i n a l t e x t s , 
t r a n s l a t i o n s , summaries and com­
mentaries. Works by unknown authors 
and incomplete t e x t s are included 
as w e l l . The catalogue i s i n 
Arabic. 

625 pp./ P r i c e : $US 30.-

INTERNATIONAL DIRECTORY OF 
ISLAMIC CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS 

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l D i r e c t o r y of 
I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l I n s t i t u t i o n s i s 
a developed and enlarged v e r s i o n 
of the f i r s t two books published 
by the Centre, namely "Guide Book 
of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l I n s t i t u t i o n s " 
and "Addresses of C u l t u r a l I n s t i ­
t u t i o n s i n the Member States of the 
O.I.C." The D i r e c t o r y gives the 

addresses of 3579 c u l t u r a l i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s i n 106 c o u n t r i e s . Necessary 
i n f o r m a t i o n was c o l l e c t e d through 
questionnaires and by scanning 
numerous reference sources. 

The book c o n s i s t s of two s e c t i o n s ; 
i n s t i t u t i o n s of member and observer 
c o u n t r i e s of the O.I.C. are pre­
sented i n the f i r s t s e c t i o n , and 
the second comprises i n s t i t u t i o n s 
of non-member c o u n t r i e s . Countries 
are presented i n a l p h a b e t i c a l order 
and i n s t i t u t i o n s are grouped 
according t o t h e i r nature: acade­
mies, learned s o c i e t i e s and 
research c e n t r e s , l i b r a r i e s and 
arc h i v e s , museums, u n i v e r s i t i e s and 
edu c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

The D i r e c t o r y w i l l be u s e f u l f o r 
researchers and o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
working i n the f i e l d s of I s l a m i c 
c i v i l i s a t i o n , c u l t u r e , h i s t o r y and 
a r t s and f a c i l i t a t e cooperation and 
contacts among c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s . 

350 pp./ P r i c e : $US 10.-

Both of these p u b l i c a t i o n s may be 
ordered from the S e c r e t a r i a t of 
the Centre. 

VIDEO CASSETTES 

Two documentary f i l m s prepared by 
the Centre are a v a i l a b l e i n video 
cassettes: 

1. " L i f e and Works of the Late 
C a l l i g r a p h e r Hamid Al-Amidi 
( A y t a c ) " and c a l l i g r a p h i c a r t s ; 

2. " A r t s of I l l u m i n a t i o n and 
G i l d i n g " . 

Films are i n Arabic. The E n g l i s h 
t e x t w i l l be included i n the cas­
s e t t e . I t may be ordered from the 
S e c r e t a r i a t of the Centre s p e c i f y ­
ing d i f f u s i o n system (PAL/SECAM) 
and cassette type (VHS/BETAMAX). 

30 minutes/Unit p r i c e : US$ 15.-
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