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EKREM HAKKI AYVERDI
OTTOMAN ARCHITECTURE IN THE BALKANS

SYMPOSIUM
July 24-25 2004, Mostar

“Mostar was established in a location where the Neretva River constitutes a narrow strait between two stiff slopes. The city is situated in a
valley surrounded by beautiful mountains. This city attracts great attention thanks to the wild beauties of this river which runs in foamy

waves and beats the rocks. Would Mostar have been the city of Mostar today had those beautiful mosques and that magnificent bridge not

been built?”
“Thanks to a synthesis of arckztectuml genius, this bridge was filled with a legendary meaning and Soul and looks as if it is not a

construction made of stone, but a Concrete form of imagination.”

SYMPOSIUM TOPICS '

P Introductor} remarks
& Meamng of Ottoman Architecture and 8. &E H. Ayverdi's Contribution in ‘Understanding its Intellectnal Milieu
# Ekrem Hakki Ayverdi and studies on Ottoman archltectural works in the Balkans

ﬁ The typologleal Process of the Balkan house and fabrlc

# Transfer of Knowledge for Saving the Human Life = ST
# A Search of Roots of T_raditional Balkan Architecture Reg'N: _ "25?3 d
#Bosnian houses in the Balkan Context e - [ciass o . . ,\
- v g The Djami-I Atiq of Mostar .
# The use of water wheels in Near East and the Balkans
ﬁ Treatment of the Ottoman Monuments in Macedoma and the Urban Experlenee
' - ﬁ Rehabnhtatlon of the Old Brldge in Mostar | '
# Cultural monuments which were destroyed during the war in 2001 in Macedonia
# Ottoman's Unknown Powder Mills in Bulgaria '

# 11. Mahmud's journey to Bulgaria in 1837 and the memory of this journey, the obelisks

# “General Evaluation of Ayverdi's Ottoman Architectural Monuments in Europe,, complete work and today's documentation
works in Balkans.,

SYMPOSIUM PARTICIPANTS

Professor Dr. Zeynep Ahunbay, Professor Judith Bing, Professor Dr. Atilla Bir, Professor Dr. Yusuf Halacoglu, Professor Brooke
Harrington, Professor Dr. Ekmeleddin lhsanoglu, Associate Professor Dr. Mehmet Z. ibrahimgil, Ass_ociate Professor Dr._ _Mustafa

. Kacar, Professor Dr. Enes Karié, Professor Dr. Machiel Kiel, Researcher Neval Konuk, Professor Dr. Ned!lad Kurto, Professor Dr.
_ Ibrahim N uman, Professor Dr. Amir Pa‘sié, Researcher Zoran Pavlov, Professor Dr. Zelj‘ko Pekovic, Professor Dr. Attilio Petruccioli,

Researcher Behiciiddin Sahabi, Dr. Lazar Sumanov, Researcher Baris Yagli, Dr. i. Aydin Yiiksel

' EKREM HAKKI AYVERDI

Born 1n Istanbul on December 22, 1899, Ekrem Hakki Ayverdi was the son of Piyade Kaymakami (infantry lieutenant-colonel) Ismail Hakki Bey and Fatma Meliha Hanim. His sister
Samiha Ayverdi relates that his grandfather on his father's side belonged to the dynasty of Ramazanogullar: and the predecessors of his mother reached up to Giil Baba who was martyred

during the Buda Campaign of Siileyman the Lawgiver and was buried there. _ s
In one of his articles, Ekrem Hakki Ayverdi wrote the following about his relationship with Istanbul: “I was born in Istanbul in 1899. My grandfather came to this city from Bolu 150 years

- ago. My relatives on my grandmother's side come from Isparta. They came to Istanbul about 200 years ago. That is to say, I am from Istanbul. However, in a conference that I once had
";&given I said the following: “I am from Bosnia, from Buda, from Skopje, from Athens, from Sofia, from Erzurum and from Erzincan, but at the same time I am from Istanbul. I don't make

any difference between them.” Without doubt, this perception reflects the consciousness of belongmg to an empire.
Ekrem Hakki Ayverdi began his education in 1907 and he graduated from the School of Engineering (Istanbul Technical Uni versﬂy) in 1920. Havmg worked at Istanbul Momctpahty for

- one and a half years, he then pursued independent business. During this period, which lastcd until 1950, he undertook various construction works besideas the L T S e een

 historical buildings in Istanbul and Thrace. Ekrem Hakk: Ayverdi acquired the identity of an intellectual and an artist rather than a technical man dealmg with construction work thanks to
the lively environment of his childhood 1n Sehzadebasl quarter, his father's conversations at selamlik, the reli gious and patnotie family hearth and various artistic and scholarly milieus of
the period. Besides restoring old architectural works, he collected and preserved various works of art, the samp]es of calllgraphy and 1llum1natlon Holy Qur’ans murakkaas bmdmgs

rare cloths and tiles, various kinds of vessels, glass objects as well as the materials related to the art of calligraphy.
Despite his busy and effective business life, he left all construction work in 1950s, starting to pursue intellectual activities and wntmg He answered those who WIShed to know the reason -

for this decision saying that keeping promises and being an upright person, preserving the values of loyalty and mtegrlty are no longer valld in the business world therefore he qult :
business life. Ekrem Hakki Ayverdi who was known for his success and honesty in the business world ttll then produced very Valuable works as a researeher of architectural hlstory from

that date onwards. _ - _ _ _ _
All of these research studies lasted almost until the end of lns life. His numerous research trips, studies on the sources, the evaluahon and compilatlon of mformatton went on contmuously =

~ He examined the Turkish architectural works in Yugoslawa Greece, Bulgarla Romanla and Hungary i In 1952 1956 and 1915 respeetwely From 1950 onwards he traveled n vaneus '

parts of Anatolia several times. - . _ | . _ |
- Ekrem Hakki Ayverdl was a person who had firm faith in lns nation and nattonallty and the foundahon stones of hlS personal tty were lns customs tradttions the feelmgs of pnde .

language, religion, belief; history, culture and the values of the past According to him, the foundations of natmnahsm should be sought in nati jonal and spiritual values that eharaetenze the
Turks. He was a man of thinking who believed that the Turkish intellectual had no other choice than being in peace with his national lnstory and hlS past He was an exceptlenal person

- known for his honesty, decency and charitableness. As his friends said, he was a man of friendship, a man of heart and a man of art.
Ekrem Hakki Ayverdi was an honorary member of Miihendisler Birligi (Union of Engineers) and Turklye Turing ve Otomobil Kurumu (Turklsh Tourmg and Automoblle Assomatmn)

- founding member and chairman of Istanbul Fetih Cemiyeti and member of Tiirk Tip Tarihi Kurumu (Turkj sh Society of History of Medicine), Tiirk Ocagi and Aydinlar Ocagr.
 He donated the various objects of art, collections and all of his properties that were accumulated during his life to Kubbealt Akademlsl Kultiir ve Sanat Vakfi (Kubbealtl Academy and _

Foundation for Culture and Art), which he establishedin 1 978. At present, his wife Than Ayverdl is the head of this foundation.
He was presented an honorary doctorate in literature from the Senate of the University of Istanbul in 1979 and the “Prize of Supenor Service” from Aydmnlar Ocagt He also received a

~ “Warrant of Superior Service” from the Institute of the History of Science and Technology attached to Istanbul Technical University in 1981.
He published 81 articles in various periodicals and newspapers since 1946. Some of them were published as a book by Istanbul Fetih Cemiyeti which also pubhshed all of his other works.

- There are several reviews and studies about Ekrem Hakki Ayverdi. In addmon to hIS articles, he has 16 compilations of small and large size some of WhICh were produced jointly w1th

- otherauthors.




