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editorial

EKMELEDDIN IHSANOGLU

Direcior General, IRCICA

Our readers will find
in this issue

an outline of IRCICA's
research project on
the history of
scientific literature,
in particular its first
phase, already
completed,
concerning
astronomy in the

Muslim world.

his 1ssue gives brief news

about the recent visits of two
important personalities of the
Muslim world to IRCICAS head-
quarters: H.E. Haydar Aliyev,
President of Azerbaijan, and H.R.H.
Tuanku Sulan Salahuddim Abdul
Aziz Shah, Sultan of Selangor, on 9
May and 17 May respectively. We
were most honoured to present the
results of our latest activities o the
distinguished guests and briel them
on our plans for the near future.

We also include highlights of the
First International Seminar on
“Arabesque in Crafis of OIC
Countries” which was held under
the high patronage of H. E. Halez
al-Asad, President of the Syrian
Arab Republic, in Damascus, on
5-10 January 1997, This

International Seminar was jointly
organised by the Ministry of
Culture of the Syrian Arab Republic
and [RCICA, in collaboration with
UNESCO and in cooperation with
MASHAREQ International
Establishment, The seminar, and
the related cultural and artisue
activities, displayed an examplary
interaction of high-level official
support to crafts and high—quality
scholarly studies with the ereative
practices of the artisans.

Our readers will find in this
issue an outline of IRCICAS
research project on the history of
seientific literature, in particular its
first phase, already completed, con-
cerning astronomy in the Muslim
world, The resulung two=-volume
compendium of the astronomical
literature produced over the past
centuries will soon become avail-
able. With this one, the total num-
ber of books published by IRCICA
will rise to fifty. Meanwhile, we are
taking new steps to publish editions
ol our books in languages other
than that of their first edition, that
is, to publish other editions espe-
cially in the national languages of
the Member States. Our publica-
tions are generally in one of the
three official languages of the O1C.
namely English, Arabic or French;
we also published a number of
books in the Turkish and Bosnian
languages. Some of the first editions
of our publications are already
hilingual, such as English-Arabic,
English-Turkish, Bosnian—Englich.
But our policy is to disseminate
more of our research works to a
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wider readership around the world by making
their translations available in different languages
than these. This policy also meets the many
requests we receve from within and owtside the
Muslim world. A [ew examples of editions which
have already been published for this purpose are:
the Malay edition of the catalogue of Islapic
Swords and Swordsmiths (1923}, the Japanese edi-
tion of the book The Art of Calligraphy (1996),
and the forthcoming Urdu edition of the book
titled A Shout History of Turkish=Islamic States
excludme the Ottoman State (1994), More transla-
tions of IRCICAS books into different languages
will become available in the near [uture.

As a matter of fact, the above publications are
one side of IRCICAs general policy to orientate
its activities towards the speaific regions of the
Muslim waorld. This policy alse applics to the
scholarly meetings addressing specific regional
themes and orgamsed in cooperation with
national authorities, universities or research cen-
tres. A recent example is the International
Symposiom on [slamic Civilisation m Wess Africa
(Dec. 1996) which was organised in cooperation
with the “Institut Fondamental d'Alngque Noire”
in Dakar, Senegal. Our work plans for the near

- Buture include symposia and seminars to deal

with various aspects of the Islamic culture, his-
tory and heritage of Central Asia, Cancasia and
the Balkans, South Asia and Southeast Asia,

Our readers would recall that IRCICA, in uts
capacity as the Executive Secretaniar of 1CPICH,
had declared the Fourth International
Calligraphy Competition open earlier this year.
The Competition is dedicated to the memory of
the illustrious calligrapher Sheikh Hamdullah
(1429-1520). As usual, participants ¢an submit
entries in up to three of the fourteen styles of
calligraphy included in the competition. The
bookler containing the regulations of the compe-
tition and samples of writing has been distrib-
uted to more than three thousand institutions
and individuals world-wide. Applications are
being received at a growing rate. According to
the program, applications have to reach the
Secretariat by July 1997 and queries about the
competition, not later than August 1997,
Clarifications in answer to the queries will be
sent by September 1997 1o those who duly regis-
tered for the compenton. We take this opportu-
nity to wish success to all participants.

==
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0IC Summit Conference Commemorated
the Foundation nj’ the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

[slamiabad, 23 March 1997

“Forging a common
vision of mankind's
peace, progress and
prosperity and usher-
ing a new era of
cooperation among

nations"

n Extraordinary Session
of the Islamic Summit Conference of
the Member States of the Organisation
of the Islamic Conference assembled in
Islamabad, on 23 March 1997, 1o com-
memorate the Fiftieth Independence
Anniversary of the Islamie Republic of
Pakistan. On this occasion, the Kings,
Heads of State and Government of the
fftv—four Member States reviewed and
discussed the political, economic, cul-
tural aned social i1ssues of concern for
the Muslim world. The Summit Conle-
rence issued the Islamabad Declamtion,
emphasizing “the need for forging a
common vision of mankinds peace,
progress and prosperity and ushering a
new e of cooperation -among nauons
to build a global society, based on sha-
red values and founded on principles of
equity, justice, law and respect {or prin-
ciples of sovereignty, territorial integ-
rity and non-interference in internal al-
fairs of states.”

The Declaration reallirmed the posi-
tion ol the Member States regarding the
various issues on the OLC agenda, inc-
luding: Palestine, Al-Quds Al-Sharif

and the Arab=lsmaeli conflict, the si-
ation in Afghamstan, the situation in
Tammu and Kashmir, assistance 1o the
Government of Bosnia and Hercegovina
to secure full implementation of the
Dayvien Agreements, humanitarian as-
sistance to Albania, solidarity with the
Turkish Muslim Community of Kibrns,
strengthening of the joint Islamic acue
on in the humanitarian field ro assist
refugees and displaced persons; in the
cconomie field, development of econo-
mic cooperation, according priority to
the developmental needs of the African
continent; in the cultaral and social fi-
eld, joming policies and efforts 1o pre-
serve and promote the accomplish-
ments, values and vaditions of the Isl-
mic civilisation

In the cultural and social ficld, the
Summit Conference also “resolved 'to
project the trie essence of Islam uni-
versally, especially its humane message
of toletance, justice, understanding.
moderation, respect for human rights
and dignity of the human person. and
to cooperate with peoples of the other
religions faiths to build a better and
more peaceful world free from strife,
poverty, injustice and exploitation.”

The Summit Conference adopted a
Declaration on Commemoration of the
Fifticth Independence Anniversary of
Pakistan, whereby the Sovereigns,
Kings, Heads of State and Government
of the Member States

—felicitate the Government and the
people of the Islamic Republic of Pakis-
tan on the Fiftieth Anniversary of thei
independence and wish them peace and
ever—increasing, prosperity

—affirm their complete solidarity
with the Islamic Republic of Pakistanin
its efforts to safeguard its sovereignty,
political independence and territorial
integrity as well as achieve economic
and social development

—reallinm their support for the pe-
aceful resolution of the Kashmir issue
in accordance with UN resolutions.
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H. E. Haydar Aliyev,
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, visited IRCICA

he Centre was honoured

by the visit of His Excellency Haydar
Aliyev, President of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, to its headquarters on 9
May 1997 in the framework of the
President’s official visit 1o Turkey:

President Havdar Alivev was
recewved by the Director General and
the Centre’s stall at the entrance of
Yildiz Palace. The meeting in the
Director Generals office in Seyvir Kosk
| was an excellent opportunity 1o brief
the President on the Centres research
projects and various cultural activi-
ties. During their 1alks, the President
of Azerhatjan and the Director
General of IRCICA lid emphasis on
the steaclily increasing relationship
between the cultural institutions, uni-
versities and libraries ol Azerbaijan
and IRCICA. The President expressed
satisfaction of the Centres plans 1o
organize scholarly activities in coop
cration with these institutions. He
was satisfied with the project to hold
an imternational serminar on the histo-
ry of Islamic civilisation in the region
of Caucnsia, Alter the meeting, the
President visited the Centre’s library
ar e Qasr, where he saw an exhibi
tion of the librirys collection of
boolis printed in Azerbaijan andfor

President Aliyev met with IRCICA Director General, On
the right of the President is State Minister of Turkey
Mr. Namik Kemal Zeybek

concerning Azerbaijan
President Alivey wrote his impres-
siens in the Visitors Book (original

Azeri Turkish)

“The highly important activities | saw In
e clvilisatiomal confre of the [slami
Camference Crmanization based 4n

The President of Azerbaijan examines the Centre's
library collection; on the rizht, H.E. Mr. Hasan

Hasanov, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan ;
Istunbul are @ source of great pleastre

The rich library and the very valuable
work offer g opportunities for the
study of the history and the charactens-
tics of the Islamic covilisation. | wish this
Centre further success.”

Haydar Altvey

Presicent of the Republic of Azerbatgan
Q May 1997
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The Sultan of Selangor (Malaysia) H.R.H. Tuanku
Sultan Salahuddin Abdul Azig Shah at IRCICA

Tuanku Sultan Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Shah meets
with IRCICA Director General

== .
The distinguished guests recelve information from
Dr. Amir Pasic on projects related to Bosnia and
Hercegovina

he Sultan of Selangor

(Malaysia) His Royal Highness
Tuanku Sultan Salahuddin Abdul Aziz
Shah, accompanied by Yang Teramat
Mulia Siti Aishah, and other person-
alities from Malaysia, visited [RCICA.

H.RH: Tuanky Sultan Salahuddin
Abdul Aziz Shah, Sultan and
Sovereign Ruler of the State and
Territory af Selangor, is at the same
time a personality of great Islamic
culture. H.R.H. the Sultan is closely
interested in-scholarly research in
Islamie sindies and i the preserva-
tion: of Islamic culural heritape
Toking the opportunity of his visit o
Istanbul, the Sultn paid a visit w
IRCICAS headquarers on 17 May.

The esteemed guests were
received by IRCICA Director General
in his office at Seyir Kask: They were
briefed on the objectives, the past and
current activities and future plans of
the Centre: Afterwards, the guests
visited the Centre's library, where they
examined the books related to the
history and cultural life of Malaysia
which are part of the librarv’s collec:
tion, They received information on
the library’s activities, its collection of
books and computerized search sys-
tem. Following the visit to the library,
the Centre's stall was honoured to
have a souvenir photo taken with the
guests. Afterwards, H.R.H. the Sultan
ancl St Adshia saw an exhibition of
models of traditional Turkish houses
on display in the Museum of Yildiz
Palace,

=D E=
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Highlights of the first international seminar on
“Arabesque in Crafts of OIC Countries”

jointly organised by IRCICA and the Ministry of
Culture of the Syrian Arab Republic in collaboration
with UNESCO and in cooperation with Mashareq
International Establishment

Damascus, 510 January 1997

Delegates and participants
at the inaugural ceremony.
Front seats, left to right;
IRCICA Director General
Prof. Dr. E. Ihsanoglu,
Minister of Culture of
Syria Dr. Najah al-Attar,
Chatrman of Mashareq
Arch. Abdul Aziz Kamel,
Deputy Minister of Culture
Mr. Ali-al-Kayem, UNESCO
representative Mr. 1.

Vencatachellum

he First International
Seminar on "Arabesque in Crafts of
3IC Conntres” took place under the

high patromage of HE. Halez al-Asad,

President of the Syrian Arab
Republic, in Damascus, from 5 o 10

January 1997, The seminar was joint-

ly organised by IRCICA and the
Ministry of Culture of Syria, in col-
labaration with UNESCO and in
cooperation with MASHAREQ
Internanonal Establishment

Experis of arabesque, scholars,
representatives of specialized centres

and councils, in total filty—six institu-

tions and authorities representing
thirty—one countries, participated in
the seminar, The participants deliber-
ated on the methods implemented in
the art of ambesque and the difficul-

ties enconntered i its development
They tried to assess the present state
of this sector and discussed the steps
to be taken in order o develop a
strategy lor global cooperation on
this subject

They underlined important issues
related to design, methods used, tech-
nical cooperation towards developing
the skills, exchanging the techniques
i use in order to improve product
quality, education and training of
skilled artisans, linancing, economy,
marketing and obsiacles encountered,
patronage and national policies.

The seminars principal aims wer
o

* assess the present state of

ambesgue in crafs in the Islamic

world and to determine the eco-

nomic, social and caltural mea.

sures that need to be taken for the

future development of this sectar;

* tiscuss measures that can be

taken to guand agninst the loss of

lslamic values and traditions with

a view townrds maintaining the

uniqueness of the Islamic crafts

heritage,

® give incentive prizes to young

people with the alm of encourag-

ing them to produce new works in

arabesque

The Inavgural Ceremony and
accompanying [olkloric performances
for the "Revival and Preservation of
Islamic Traditional Heritage” took
plice a1 Al-Cham Theater in
Damascus

H.E. Dr. Najah al-Auar, Minister
of Culture, represented the President
of the Syrian Arab Republic in inau-
purating the opening ceremony. The
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Highlights of the first international seminar on “Arabesque in Crafts of 0IC Countries™

ceremony was attended by Dr. Mobaomad al-Trmads,
Minister of Economics and External Relations, Mr.
Waheeb Fadil, Minister of the Presidency of the
Republic, Mr. MNasir Qadour, State Minister for
Foreign Affairs, Dr. Mohamad Khalid al-Mahayni,
Minister of Finance, Shelkh Ahmad Zaki Yamani,
Ex—Perroleum Minister of Saudi Arabia and Patron
of MASHAREQ Intérnational Establishment, Prof
Dr. E. Thsaneglu, Director General of IRCICA, and
the Representative of the Director General of
LUINESEO.

Minister of Culture HUE. Dr. Najah al-Awar
delivered the innugural address on behall of the
President of Syria. She spoke of the artistic value of
handicrafts and their place in the culture, the his:
tory and the future of Muslim countries. She
nnderlined the importance of the role artisans play
in ensuring the continuation of the human, cultur-
al and aesthetic aspects of life. She commended the
positive role IRCICA plays in developing the cralts
sector. She underlined that President Halez al-Asad
extended high patronage to this event. as it carries
a special importance in developing the relationship
among Muslim people and promoting an important
aspect of Islamic heritage and cultural life

Then followed the address of IRCICA Director
General Prof. Dr. Ekmeleddin Thsanoglu, who
C}f]_1ri:55:{|_ liis E:.‘I[i!ll.dr_‘ e H.E. President Halez
al-Asad for extending high patronage to this event,
to the Mimistry of Cutlture and H.E Dr. Najah
al-Attar, Minister of Culture, for hosting the semi-
nar in Damascus aswell as for all the support and
interest shown to IRCICAS activities in genetal
since the time of its inception. IRCICA Director
Genetal commended the contributions of

MASHAREQ International Establishment through
its Chairman, Architect Abdul Aziz Kamel, and the
close support of Sheikh Ahmad Zaki Yamani, the
Patron of MASHAREQ. He also thanked UNESCO
for its continuous positive approach to cooperating
with IRCICA.

Then H.E. Sheikh Ahmad Zaki Yamani deliv-
ered an address, pointing out that MASHAREQ
establishment was founded with the ambitious aim
of providing training facilities for crafispeople and
marketing their products. Sheikh Yamani called for
the preservation of the Islamic identity through the
preservation of the Islamic arts heritage, and rec-
ommended the establishment ol -an Islamic Crafts
Cenler.

This was [ollowed by the addresses of Mr.
Indrasen Vencatachellum, representative of
UNESCO, and Mr, Omar Amine Ben Abdallaly,
President of the World Crafts Council. Then,

Mr. Nazih Maarouf, Head, Crafts Development
Program, IRCICA, and International Cootdinator
of the Damascus Seminar, introduced the delegates
and participants, outhned IRCICAS activines in this
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Highlights of the first internatienal seminar on “Arabesque in Cratts of QIC Countries"

h 0
H.E. Dr. Najah al-Attar, Minister of

Culture of Syria, inaugurating the
exhibitions

field, and gave statistics underlining the impor-
tance of the cralis sector in Islamic countries,

The seminar was accompanied by Special
Programmes comprising felkloric performances for
the “Revival and Preservation of the Traditional
Heritage", and various exhibitions on arts, crafts
and cultural heritage, among them exhibitions of
arabesque works; stucco glass, wood,
mother—of—pearl, silver and leather works, minia-
tures, gishany, batik, carpets and kilims, ornament-
ed plates, drawings on silk and textiles.

The program included site visits 1o see the arti-
sans—at—work showing their skills and practices in
design, form and applied styles. A number of craft
authorities and institutions from different countries
participated in the exhibitions together with partic-
ipants from Syrin

Ihere were sixteen working sesslons over the
lour—day seminar period. Among the numernous
topics dealt with, there were

— Arabesque in the ¢ralts of OIC countries: past,
present and {uture

- Economic and [nancial aspects in the devel-
opment of ormumental arts

— Revival and re—use of tradivonal designs

— Traditions in decorative appearance [or interi-
ors of medieval and modern architecture of
Lizbekistan

= The geometne dimension of the decoranve
arts: familiar geometrical patterns

~ Creatvity in decorative botanical patterns
used in cralts;

— Decorative designs and patterns in calligraphy

— The vehicle [or the Islamic image

— The concept in decorating styles on metallic
cralts

— Creativity in wooden decorations

— Perfection ol wood carving

- Decoranve wall panels in coloured ceramics

—Variety in the decorative patterns of carpets
and kilims

— Arabesgue in Islamic ceramics

- Education and traning, a necessity for quali-
fied skilliul craftsmen

- Economic and hinancial aspects in the devel-
opment of arnamenulans

— Patronage and government: their cructal role
for developing armbesque in crafes

= Art of ornameniation and decoration

= The influence of the Islamic decorative art on
European an

— An analysis of the meaning of arabesque inits

The Minister of Culture of
Syria visits artisans-at-work

4
-
]
{
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Highlights of the first international seminar on “Arabesque in Crafts of 0IC Gountries™

relation with unity, its-development through ages
and places and its effect on the contemporary
Europein art

— Explonng new marketing opportunities for
Islamic erafts in the world

The sessians also comprised briefl presentations
on specific topics by eralt specialists, as well as
country cases, followed by general discussions

At the elosing ceremony of the seminar, Mz,
Mazih Maarouf, Head, Crafts Development
Program, IRCICA, as Raporter of the Seminar, pre-
senteid the report and the recommendations and
the Damascus International Declaration. Addresses
were piven by Mrs: Noorjehan Bilgrami (Pakistan,
Honorary Head of Fine Arts Dept., Indus Valley
School ol Art & Architecture) on behall of the
Asian delegates, Mr, Mol'd Touri. Director ol
UNIDO, Geneva Office, on behall of the African
group, Mr. Nalal Safwat (professor of calligraphy
and Islamic art, University of London) for the Arab
group, Mis, Alexandra Soteniou (founder, president
and owner of the World Paper Firm, U.S.A.} for the
mnternational organisations, Dr. Sami Angawi
{founder and Dircctor General of the Amar Center
for Architeetural Herttage, Snudi Arabia) on belualf
of the participants, and Mr. Hikmet Barurgugil
{Turkey, leading figure of marbled paper art) on
behall of the nrtisans: There werealso speeches by
Architeet Abdul Aziz Kamel, Ownerand Chatrman
ol MASHAREQ Inrernational Estoblishment,

wr Indrasen Vencatachellum, representative of
UMNESCO, Prol, Dr. Ekmeleddin hsanoglu,
Direetor Genéral of IRCICA, and Mro Al al=Kayem,
Deputy Minister of Culture of Syrin on behall of
the Ministry

| Master artisan from Bahrain

During the seminar period, H.E. Mr. Mahmoud
al-Zubi, Prime Minister of the Syrian Arab
Repitblic, teceived a delegation representing the
seminar organisers and parucipants. Dunng the
meeting, the Prime Minister stressed the concern ol

Folkloric performances

morca sewsterter 11 ApniL 1097 no 42



Highlights of the first international seminar on “Arabesgue in Crafts of 0IC Countries”

ST
SEMibkr ENT HAFEZ AL
RESTURA

Session chaired by Moh'd Touri, Director,
UNIDO Office in Geneva. From left, Bourokar
Ahmud |Mauritius), Salah al-Deen Mohamad

{Syrial, Nazih Maarouf, Moh'd Touri, All
al-Kayem [Deputy Minister of Culture, Syrial
and Abdul Rahim Ghaleb [Lebanon)

the host country for one of the most important rec-
ommendations, which calls for the establishment
ol an international training center in Damascus on
armbesque in the cralts of the Muslim world, and
his country’s readiness to provide all the necessary
maral and material acilitics to implement this pro-
ject

Recommendations of the seminar include the
[ollowing:

1= Creaton of awareness and éducating the society;
Our aim is to call attention, to arouse interest and
to encourage the need ta cherish handicrafts, to do
all we can to preserve and to foster them, for they
have occupied such a major role in our civilization.
They bear-an exquisite-art form, they occupy a sub-
lime role, and representa precious and rare aes-
thetic value.

= Tradition and Modernity: To find one’s roots is
a national and a cultural necessity. In order to pro-
tect our cultural identity, in this era of internation-
al opening up of countries to technology and
urbanism on all levels and in all fields, we should
not be mere imitators of Western art. The differen-
tiating features between the various civilizations in
all their aspects tend to disappear in front of this
imcursion. The time element and the striving
toward rapid world development has made us lose
some traditional values for some imported ones

ON ‘ ARABESQUE "
Tmﬂ AND PRGTEC ON OF

that are threatening our heritage. The seriousness
of the situation should lead us to the re—evaluation
of our distinctive features and cultural identity in
all the fields, to reject all that which is foreign to
our eulture and all that elashes with our religion
and traditions. We must work as hard as possible
to protect our traditional henitage, transmitted
from one generation to the next in order, and its
development, to rediscover the traditions and cus-
toms that differentiate us from other cultures and
countries.

- Government and Patronage: Our duty is to help
the artists safeguard the craltsmanship and exper-
tise inherited by the craltsmen in order to put lorth
beautiful works of art. The help of the government
should be comprehensive, support the artists in
their creativity, in their artistic expertise and in the
transmission of their knowledge from one genera-
tion to the next in order 1o realize this artistic con-
tinuity between past and present. A national train-
ing centre should be established in Damascus for
decorative arts. The centre would also patronize
and help the artists in this field by providing them
the necessary techniques, the required raw materi-
al, and offering them opportunities for the exhibi-
tion of their works.

4= Design and Islamic omaments: Revival and
Re-use of Traditional Designs; Call for encouraging
and reviving the continuity of the contribution of
Arabesque in Crafts through ages in order to pre-
serve its traditional [orms, in a way of providing a
rich reference for the resources to be used by con-
temporary craftspeople.

*To define the technical fields that reflect the
spirit of Islamic heritage and attempt to benefit
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Highlights of tha first internalional seminar on “Arabesque in Crafls of OIC Couritries"

[rom Islamic art, and at the same time; to empha-
size the necessity lor setting up programs and tak-
ing measures which aim to ensure creativity,
research and organizing a system of crafits qualifica-
ton.

5— Education and Training: To reactivate the role
of Arabesque artisans who are the proper tool [or
the contemporary onginal product through:

* Research, authentication of the sciences ol
lslamic ornamentation and edueation by distribut-
ing ¢lforts among Colleges, Universities, Research
Centers and the projects of the students who have
specialized smdies. i

Dlesign, promotion and innovation aiming to fie
the cralted product with its actual intended func-
tion, in a framework of cost economics for different
products in a way to introduce a developed prod-
wer in which the factors of quality and variety are
satsfied. hence, achieving a range that can meet all
levels of purchasing abilities.

Inviting consultant offices to educate and train
its stall and utilize the computer to help erafisman
and artist to save time, perfect their eralts and con-
tral their quality,

= Marleting, Future Prospects: Emphiasize the
increase of the components of hand—-crafted prod-
ucts in a way to satisfy the different needs of price
choices that appeals to different purchasing pow-
ers. It is worth noting here that the development of
the production stage must be accompanied by effi-
clent systems of quality and cost control. Tt may
require professional training.

Well lormulated promotional standards 1o be
set=ip by educating the society about the impor-
tance and the beauty of Armbesque cralt of the
Muslim world,

Identifying the market, the intended client, his
purchasing—power, determining the specifications
of the required product, its price range, desired
quality and ways of suitable displays.

Studying the financers’ market aiming at gather-
ing resonrces for production through preparation
of convincing financial and marketing studies f[or

potential financing bodies.

Studying the competitive market aiming at
stimulating different buying—powers, nature of the
competitive products, their strengths and weak-
NESsEs,; their Prices, cost of their COMpOnCOLs, pro-
duction cost, possible alternatives; etc., where aru
sans and arntists could be educated 1o learn 1o use
what suits them and maintam the quality and
authenticity of their products, while trying to
decrease the cost of production, and increase the
value—added of their products

Studying the legal, customs and tax systems
with the aim at maintaining the product’s price
range by eliminating possible financial obstacles as
traditional erafts teday enjoy special tax and cus-
toms exemption in some countries, as this could be
utilized to introduce and exchange these crafts
between Muslim nations,

7= Research and Documentation: Call for encour-
aging research in the field of Arabesque crafts, and
[or its documenting and indexing through the
establishment of a data bank about the information
and designs available in lslamic Arabesque and
then having it available for the services of a an
international training center for Arabesque as an
important reference for craltspeople, researchers
and trainees in this [ield.

8= Directory of Arabesque Artisans of the Muslim
world: This hist has not been compiled yet. It should
inclugle hundreds of names in all fields of creativity
in Arabesque in a way that will serve researchers,
architects, craflispeople and artists as well as
enabling them to learn about the different aspects
of these arts in various countries,

S Inter—Regional Program for Craft Development
Appreciating the efforts of IRCICA, UNESCO and
UNIDO in the field of crafts development, the sem-
inar called the three bodies to cooperate among
themselves along with the concerned authorities in
OIC countries for launching an inter—regional pro-
gram [or the development of decorative lslamic
Crafts.

=D =
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Damascus International Declaration
on Arabesque in Eﬂs of the_lslamic World

he following future directions
related to Arabesque in the Islamic World
were issued as an outcome of the Damascus
Seminar:
* Aware of the mpertance for discussing
measures to be taken to guard against the
loss of Islamic values and traditions with a
view towards maintaining the uniqueness
of Islamic Crafts heritage,
* Realizing the need for the preservation,
protection and dissemination of Arabes-
que-as a generous spiritual heritage,
* Recognizing the importance of the availa-
bility of the necessary data for the enhan-
cement of this field through collaborative
efforts by all concerned — establishments,
government authorities and local; official,
international, bodies,
* Realizing the necessity of financing for
collective and collaborative patronage in
financing project implementations desired
for the development of Arabesque on a
global scope,

We hereby declare the following:

* Call for the establishment of an Interna-
tlonal Training Centre for Ambesque of
OIC Countries for training, qualifying and
educating cralispeople of the Islamic
World in traditional and updated methods,
techniques and styles in eralt production.

* Appeal to Member Countries and Inter-
national Finance establishments and Orga-
nizations to support this Center with equ-
tpment and other needs which would sup-
port the eraftspeople in their endeavor.

* Call for establishing an international
Fund to ensure a permanent income for
the continuity of the activities of the Cent-
re

* Encouraging young artisans through or-
ganized competitions and awards as an in-
centive for production of outstanding cre-
ative works

* We herelorth request the Syrian Ministry
of Culture in Syria and the Research Cen-
ter for Islamic History, Art and Culture
(IRCICAY, lstanbul, OIC e circulate this
declaration to member organizations and
use it as o reference in future conferences
and seminars.

* Call for improving the status of craltspe-
ople and the creators of Arabescue, as well
as putting measures for appreciating and
respecting the role they play in society,
their being an essential element in the pre-
servation of the Islamic heritage and gi-
ving them the high status they deserve in
the society.

* Initiation of marketing channels through
access to exhibitions ar available exhibin-
on halls.

* Provision of due concern 1o the estab-
lishment of training and qualifying prog-
rams for craftspeople before and during
activities in studios and workshops,

* Appeal to communication media to rein-
[HIEE AWareness ."I'I'H'J apprl:l:iﬂtmn Lﬂll'ﬂ[ds
craltspeople and the importance of their
role in keeping the Arabesque heritage ali-
ve,
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CULTURAL EVENTS

The First Islamic World Calligraphy
Festival held in Tehran, Islamic

Republic of Iran,

from 9 February to 5 May 1997

The First Islamic World
Calligraphy Festival was organised by
the Visual Arts Center and the
Iranian Calligraphers” Association in
Tehran, lslamic Republic of Iran,
from 9 February to 5 May 1997, The
main purpose of the festival was 1o
miroduce the ereative talent of callig-
raphers from Iran and other Muslun
countries and help promote knowl-
edge and progress in this field. A
great number of works of calligtaphy
were displayed during the {estival
period in four cultural centres of
Tehran: the Tehran Museum of
Contemportary Art, the Niavaran
Cultural Center, the Azadi Cultural
Complex, and the Vahdat Hall.

The Festival was inaugurated by
H.E. Ali Akbar Hashimi Rafsanjani,
President of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, on 8 February. The ceremony
was attended by Ministers, high offi-
cials. heads of diplomatic missions,
art and cultural circles from various
countries, and press representatives.
The President delivered a speech
emphasizing the importance of the
art of calligraphy in Islamic eivilisa-
tion. President Rafsanjani pointed out
that the works contributed to the [es-
tival represented the outstanding
moral virtues of calligraphers com-

bined with their talent and skills. He
expressed his personal interest in cal-
ligraphy and assured the andience
that he would continue to support
this art at both official and personal
levels, After his speech, the President
pgave certificates of appreciation to
outstanding calligraphers. Speeches
were also given by the Minister of
Culture and Islamic Guidance H.E.
Sayyed Mustala Mir Selim, the
Deputy Minister or Arts HLE. Abdul
Kassim Khoshro, and the Chairman
of the [ranian Calligraphers'
Association Mr. Gholam Khossein
Amirkhani. Alter the ceremony, exhi-
bitions were inaugurated, comprising
1200 ealligraphies contributed by
artists from various countries. Works
of famous lranian calligraphers of the
past were also displayed, as well as
samples of materials and mstruments
used in calligraphy and gilding, A
Jury:was set up to select the best
among the calligraphies. Ten works
[rom eight countries and four works
by Tranian calligraphers were given
wvards,

IRCICA and 1CPICH participated
in the festival with an exhibition of
the award—winning works of the first
three international calligraphy com-
petitions organised by ICPICH, The
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Cultural Events

exhibition was arranged in one of the galleries of
the Teliran Museam of Contempornry Art. It com-
prised flty-five works by lourty—four calligraphers
from twenty countries written in [ifteen dillerent
styles of ealligraphy, The Mimister of Culture and
Islamic Guidance H.E. Sayyed Mustala Mir Selim
receved the participants from abread lor @ meeting
in his office. Sayyed Mohamed Sohoti, Director of
the Museum of Contemporary Ant and Chairman
of the Festival, was also present at the meeting
The focus of the 1alks was on the objectives of the
festival, ws significance m conmbuoimg o the
development of the art of calligraphy, and the
important place of this art in Islamic eulure.
During this meeting. Mr. Mohammed Tamimi,
Head of the Heritage Section, Secretary of the
Intermational Calligraphy Competitions, and répre-

sentative of IRCICA and ICPICH at the [estival,
gave information on the work that is being done by
these two institutions in the field of Islamic art in
general and calligraphy in particular, He outlined
the tesearch, publications and international compe-
titions realised until the present and future acrivi-
ties envisaged

An International Symposinm was held on the
oceasion of the festival, on 21-25 April 1997,
Scholars, researchers and artists [rom various coun-
tries exchanged knowledge on the history of devel-
opment of the art of calligraphy, the important role
it plays as a unifying factor smong the other
branches of art throngh 1ts mulufarious applica-
tions, thie differenc styles of writing known in the
Muslim warld, the ways to promote cooperation
among calligraphers, and future perspectives

=0 C=

President Rafsanjani visits
the exhibitions together with
the Minister and the Deputy

Minister of Culture and
lslamie Guidance

rcica NewsLETTER. 16 apmiL toor no a2



The Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies
Visiting Fellowship programme

1998-99

he Oxford Centre [or
Islamic Studies (OCIS) mvites appli-
cations for Visiting Fellowships ten-
able at the Centre from 1st October
1998 These include the Abdul Aziz
Al=Mutawwa and Muhammad
Bin-Ladin Visiting Fellowships,

The Oxford Centre for Islamic
Studies is an associated institution of
Oxford University and has links with
universities and research centres
throughout the Muslim world. lts pri-
mary purpase 15 1o promote & more
informed understanding of 1slam and
the Islamic world by means of
research and advanced stady. The
Centre encourages multidisciplinary
studies and its academic focus 15 not
restricted to any one discipline or
region. The Chairman of the Centre
is Dr.-S. AL A Madwi, the
Vice—Chairman, Dr: A. O. Nasseef,
and the Director, D E AL Nizami.
The fellowships are offered to support
study in any area of the arns, humani-
ties or the social sciences (particular-
ly anthropology, economics, geogra-
phy, history, international relations,
law, literature, philosophy, politics,
religion and sociology) which has rel-
evance to the study of Islam or the
Muslim world, Fellows will be
expected to devote most of their time
to research and writing on their own

project and to participate in the
Centre’s academic and social activi-
ties.

Applicants would normally be
scholars or writers at the post—doc-
toral or equivalent level Senior and
junior faculty members are eligible
but an academic affiliation is not a
necessary requirement. Selection will
be based upon the merits and signifi-
cance of the applicant’s proposed or
current research, The fellowship,
which carries a stipend of £ 3,000, is
intended as a supplementary award
and may be held in conjunction with
other research grants, sabbatical
salaries or other research stipends.
Fellows will be provided with office
space and access to libraries.
Fellowships are tenable for nine
months, though shorter periods will
be considered.

Application [orms mav be
obtained from The Awards Secretary,
Visiting Fellewship Programme,
Oxfred Centre [or Islamic Studies,
George Street, Oxford, OX1 2AR, UK.
The closing date for application is 1st
December 1997, Applications should
include a briel description of research
interests and letters of recommenda-
tion from two referees familiar with
the applicant’s work,
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The Fourth International Marblers’
in Istanbul

Gathering in June,

he Fourth International
Marblers' Gathering, placed under the
theme “Bevond the Surface™ will take
place in Istanbul, on 1-8 june 1997,

The gathering and related arustic
and cultural activities are steered by a
committee of artists chawred by Mr,
Hikmet Barutgugil, ebru artist (mar-
blery, with the sponsorship and con-
tributions of the Mimstry of Culiure
of Turkey, the Metropolitan
Municipality of Greater Istanbul, the
Municipality of Eyiip district, the
Directorate of Yidiz Palace, and
IRCICA,

The activities will be innngurated
with an International Marblers
Exhibition to be opened at the
Silahhane building of Yildiz Palace on
Lst June. This will be [ellowed by the
opening of an exhibition of
Calligraphy on Ebru by IRCICA
Director General Prol. Dr. Thsanogla,

at the Centres exhibition hall ar Cit
(Jasr, The working sessions and paper
presentations will begin the next day
at the Atarark Cultural Centre,
During the period ol the gathering,
marblers from various countries will
visit the mosques, museums, palaces
and other monuments of lstanbul
which eontain the works of masters
of this art. Finally, a Seminar on the
Tracditional Turkish Art of Ebru,
scheduled lor 7-8 June, will involve
exchanges of knowledge among the
participants and pracucal applications
on the following topics:

—preparation of ebru colours from
natural earth pigments;

—making ebru brush using rose-
wood branches and horseral:
—traditional themes of ebru
dt'signs.-: “orator’, "Iuh]:l", “carni-

tion", "daisy"”, “hyacinth”, "violet",

a—OlC—
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— IRCICA Activities
* Research project on the history of Ottoman
astronomical literature finalised

he general objective of
IRCICAS broad research project on
the History of Selence in the Muslim
Warld is to highlight the activities
that were carned out by scientists of
the Muslim world throughout the
past centuries and their eontributions
to advancement in different fields of
science. The project, initiated in the
early years of the Centre's activities, is
planned to cover all disciplines of
mathematical and natural sciences as
extensively as possible and result in a
series of bio=bibliographic compendia
pertaining to the scientilic activities
accomplished and the scientific litera-
ture produced in these disciplines.
The first stage of this project, dealing
with the corpus of astronomical liter-
ature produced during the Ottoman
period (1209-1922) and throughout
its geography, is now [inalised. The
resulting compendium on the History
of Ottoman Astronomical Literature

1s under print.

The project was conducted by the
Centre’s Department of Bibliographies
and Manuseripts, which earries out
studies on history of seience with the
close schelarly supervision of Prof,
Dr. E, Thsanoglu and under the direc-
tion of the Department Head Prof. Dr.
Ramazan Sesen. Research for this pro-
ject started in 1985, The collections
of libraries and archives all over the
warld containing the relevant printed
and manuscript works were scanned
Once the necessary references were
collected, they were grouped accord-
ing to the different scientific disci-
plines they are connected with. In the
first stage, studies were conducted on
the works related 1o astronomy:;
Research, drafting, preparation of the
indexes, the biblingraphy, etc. of the
volume on astronomy were complet-
ed earlier this yvear.

The Introduction of the book
reviews the scientific and cultural
environment which prevailed under
the Seljuks of Anatolia and the
Beyliks (emirates), the activities of
medreses, hospitals, statesmen’ inter-
estin science, important scigntises,
the state of astronomical sciences and
works of some astronomers of the
period, the influence of the Meragha
school of astronomy on the Seljuls
and the Ottomans, the works of
astronomers who lived belore or dur-
ing the Ottoman era but outside of
the Ottoman geography and influ-
enced Ottoman astronomers’ works,
and the astronomical institations of
the Ottoman period.

The main part of the book is
divided into two sections. The first
section (pp. 1=735) covers the works
whose authors are known, from the
oldest to the most recent in the order
of their dates of publication. 582
authors are cited here, ordered
according to the period when they
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IRCICA Activitios:

lived and worked. It has not been possible to deter-
mine dates for 26 of them. Among the éarliest sci-
entists whose lifetime is known are Muhammed 1,
Omar al-Baghdadi (d. 820 H/1417 AD) and
Kadizade Musa b Muhammed al-Rumi (d. ca. 835
H/1432 AD), In the listing of hiographies and
works of the scientists wheo lived in a particular
century, those who are known to have lived in the
sard century but whose date of death is unknown
are giverns at the end of the section. The entry for
each scientist begins with a code number, the name
with which he is most widely known and the dare
of his death, Then come his biography. an outline
of his contributions to astronomy, his works in this
field listed in alphabetical order, and a bibliogra-
phy.

The total number of works on astronomy cited
in the book is 2438 Maost of them are in Arabic,
closely followed in number by Turkish, and some
i Persian. It is observed that the number of origi-
nal works and translations in Turkish increased
from the 15th century onwards, grew [aster alter
the 16th centry, ancd equalled the number of
works in Arabic by the I%hh cenmry Aliogether,
the number of works translated from Western lan-
guages mto Turkish s higher than those translued
into Arabic. The entry for each work begins with
its title, printed in Arabic and in Latin seript, with
an indication of the language in which it was writ-
ten, Then comes detailed informntion on the theme
of the work, its different pans, its importance,
whether its copies and editions are available. This
is followed by a reproduction ol the beginning of
the worlt, in Arnbic seript, o listing of its copies
indicating their locations, the type of eallipraphy
used, and all the necessary bibliographic daia,

The second section of the book covers the
works the authors of which are not known (pp
T36=-040), over ten chaplrrg: general astronomy
books (pp. 736-701), astronomical tables — zif
{pp.791-813), works on the astrolabe — rub
wl-mugantara (pp. 813-830), the sine quadrant —
rul al-tmujayyal (pp. 830-846), the astrolabe (pp.
846-834), the other astronomical instruments (pp
854-868), the altitudes of stars (pp. 868-874), cal-
endars based on the first days of the moon’s sight -
ghurraname (pp. 874-876), ephemeris = nezname
(pp. 876-883), tables and calendars whose authors
are not known (pp. 889-940). The bibliography
includes lists of sowmces and catalogues. There are
ten indexes, for anthors; titles, places, names of
institutions, copiers, places where the works were
copied, institutions where the works were copied,
and proprictors’ names. The book 1s in two vol-
mnes, The main text is in the first volume, while
the second velume contains the hibliography and
indexes

This in—depth study of the scientific activities
carried out in astronomy during the Ottoman peri-
od 15 expected to fill 2 gap in studies on history of
science and culture. 1t is hoped that researchers in
this field would help the Centre complete any
information that might have been omitted in the
book.

The Centre carries on working with the litera-
ture related 1o other scienufic disciplines in order
to continue the series of compendia on the history
of scientific literature in the Otoman period. The
main text of the volume on mathematics. including
compuration, algebra and peometry, has already
been drafted. while preparation of a volome on
grography is in progress,

=D =
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IRCIGA Activities

Lectures

Public lectures were given at IRCICA during
the period from January to April 1997 on the fol-
lowing topics:

B Westernization or becoming Orientalist? by
Hilmi Yavaz, 4 Jan. 1997

B Decorative art in the Central Asian Turkish
architecture, by Gizde Ramazanoglu, 22 Feb,
W Presentation of Engin Yenals book “Bir
Masaldi Bursa” by Hidayet Nuhoglu, 19 Feb.

W Hisrev Hatemi, “Turkeys cultural identity™, |
March

B Nail Artkdal, “Turkish culinary ans”®, 15
March

B Presentation by Atilla Bir of his book “Kitab
al=Hival by Banu Musa”, 19 March

B Ahmet Davutogln, “Methodology in historical
studies and process of interpretation of radi-
tions”, 3 April

B Seminar on the amous philesopher and
writer Abdulhak Hamid, 12 April

The program of lectures for the coming months
include the following:

B “Positivism and its universal policy”™ by Erol
Ozbilgen, 3 May

M “Dede Efendi” (the [amous classical music
composer) by Orhan Nasuhioglu, 10 May

W “Technology in Turkey on the eve of the 21st
century” by Hikmet lgisik, 17 May

B “Studies on Masréddin Hop" ( Nasreddin

Hoja = famous humorous popular philosopher
of the 13th century) by Sabr Koz, 31 May,

Exhibitions
Grilding exhibition by students of Marmara University

Twenty-live students from the Atatirk Faculty
of Education of Marmara University displayed their
gilding works at an exhibition held at IRCICA from
3 to 19 January 1997, The exhibition included a
total of fourty works produced during the gilding
courses that the Department of Drawing Arts of the

* Faculty of Education provides on an optional basis,

Gilding is one of the five traditional arts which
were included in the faculty’s carriculom by deci-
sion of the Administrative Council in 1993

Forthcoming exhibitions to be organtsed by IRCICA
include:
M Exhibitions of historical photographs of
Muslim countries, IRCICAS activities and hand-
icrafts of Muslim countries, to be arranged in
Cit Qasr and the Yildiz Palace courtyard on the
pccasion of the Ministerial meeting and Culture
anel Art Festival of the D8 Countries —
Bangladesh, Egypt. Indonesia, Tran, Malaysia,
Migeria, Palastan, Turkey (10=15 June 1947)
B Hand-woven carpets and rgs, presented by
C. Balaban-and E. Eker and their students
(20-29 June)
W Paintings by the Egyptian artist Mr, Omar
Khaled {1-15 October)

President of Marmara
University Prof. Dr. Omer
Faruk Baturel
receives information from
Prof. Dr. Zeki Kusoglu,
professor of graphic arts at
the Atatiirk Faculty of
Education, on the students’
works
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Distinguished visitnls’_impressinns on IRCICA

m the serviee of the rich Islamic
civilisation. No doubt, the general
I-:l'ir(‘I'.'ll.l-I"thl‘.l ol Prol, Dr
Ekmeleddin thsanoglu, the devot-
| ed elforts of the specialists and

| researchers and their deep sense
of responsibility towards this
civilisation, have increased the
productivity and scope of the
work. On behalf of the Culture
and Islamic Relations
Orrganisation, | am ready to estab-
lish a full and continuous cooper-
ation with this international
Islamic organisation in its fields of

specialisation. .. * (ongmal:
i Arabic)
| had the opportunity to visit the Arabic
Research Centre for Islamic , : :
H.E Muhammed Ali Taslthird, President,

story, Art a g © today ) ;
I-h.[mrJ_ Art anid Culture tod 1, Gulturecand Tolanic-Relations
and was delighted 10 see in |:11th Organisation, Tehran, Tslamic republic of
place a house of knowledge active | 00 15 Beb 1997

“This Centre is one of the most
important institutions of the
Muslim world. 1t is extremely rel-
evant to our present age. The
direction and administration of a
centre as this one is no easy task. |
must congratulate the Director
General, who has painstakingly
initiated the establishment of the
Centre. May Allah continue to
guide and grant him success in
the fulfilment of the objectives of
this Centre,”

Prof. Syed Muhammed Nagquib al-Atras
Birector; International nstibute of Tslamie
Thought and Civilisation (STAC),

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (25 Feb. 1997)
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N — Institutions
' The Islamic University of Uganda

The Islamic University of Uganda ts.oneof the four universities which
were established under the sponsorship of the OIC: The other three ane
the Istamic University of Niger; the slamic University of Malaysia, and
the Islamic University of Bangladesh, IRCICA éxpresses its thanks to
Professor Mahdi Adamu, Rector of the Islamic University of Usanda,
Jor the information provided.

he Second Islamic Summit

Conference, which was held in
Lahore, Pakistan in February 1974,
decided 1o establish an 1slamic uni-
versity in Uganda in order to meet
the educational needs of the Muslim
populations in Central and East
Africa. The University was officially
opened on 15 February 1988 in the
building of the Ishkoma Secondary
school, with, at that time, two facul-
ties: the Faculty of Islamic Studies
and Arabic Language, and the Faculty
of Education, with an enrolment of
fourty students for each college.

Currently, the University is com- |
posed of five faculties: the Faculty of
Islamic Studies and Arabic Language,
the Faculty of Education, the Faculty
of Management Studies, the Faculty
ol Seience, and the Faculty of Aris
and Social Sciences. The University
grants ils graduates a Bachelor’s

Degree. The total number of students
is currently 750. With the help of
Governments, institutions and private
donors, the University makes efforis
to begin the construction of premises
[or itsell in Kampala, the capital city
of Uganda.

The main organs of the University
are the Board of Trustees and the
Executive Board. The Board of
Trustees lavs down the policy of the
University and takes all decisions
related 1o its implementation. 1t deals
with all academie, administrative and
financial matters concerning the
University. [t comprises fifteen mem-
bers, five of them appointed by the
Government of the Republic of
Uganda, another five appointed by
the Secretary General of the OLC
[rom among the academic and scien-
tific personalities of the Muslim
world, the Secretary General of the
OIC or his representative, the
Chairman of the Permanent Council
of the Islamic Solidarity Fund or his
representative, the President of the
University, the Chairman of the
Supreme Council of Uganda Muslims
or his Assistant, and the
Secretary/Registrar of the University
As to the Executive Board, which is
in charge of the day—to—day manage-
ment of the University, it comprises
the President of the University, two
Vice=Presidents, the Deans of facul-
ties, the Secretary/Registrar of the
University, and rwo members of the
teaching staff elected by their col-
leagues.
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Institutions

The faculties and departments
of the University are:

| Faculty of Islamic Heritage
(i} Department of Arabic Language
{1i) Deparmment of Islamic Studies
(ii1) Department of Sharia
{iv) Department of Sociology and Da'wah
2, Faculty of Education
(i) Department of Curniculum and
Instruction
{i1) Department of Educational Planning and
Administration
(1ii) Department of Educational Psychology
(iv) Department of Foundatian of Education
3. Faculty of Science
(i) Department of Mathematics and Statistics
{ii) Department of Physics
(iii) Department of Biological Sciences
(Botany, Zoology and Microbiology)

(1w} Department of Chemistry ancd
Biochemistry
(%) Department of Computer Science
4. Faculty of Artsand Social Sciences
{1) Department of History
(i) Department of Geography and
Environmental Studies
(11i) Department of Languages, Literature
and Linguwistics
(iv} Department of Political Science
(v} Department of Mass Communication
5. Faculty of Management Studies
(i) Department of Business Studies
(i} Department of Public Administration

The maitng address of the Idamic University of Uganda
is. P 'O. Box 2555, Mbale, Ugancla

phone numbers: (256-043) 3488 — (236-045) 2433
= {256-043) 317

and fax numbers: (236-045) 3034, (256-045) 3544

=)=

Fior fiarttser injlrmation;, pleass cordact;
O buransar A, Arees, Ediiorn-Chaf, Periodice islamics

|i| BERITA PUBLISHING

22 Jatan Livy, 58100 Kuala Lumpot, Messysis
Tal [-00-3282- 8206 Fuaox {,00-3)203- 1605
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. The National Arts Museum of Iran

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Ihe National Arts Museum of Iran is one of the major Telran
miteserems allached o the Ministry of Culture and Telamic Guddance
Among the others are the National Museum Thistory — archeology), the
Decarative Arts Muscum (introduced i Newsletter no, 26, August
19913, the Museumn of Contemporary Arts, the Anthropalogical
Musetum, the Carpet Museum, the Glass and Ceramics Museum, All
are fmown for their rich and varied collections, The below mformation
om the Natttmal Arts Museum was excerpted from its brochure and
combined with visitors impressions
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Entrance of the Museum
{Iranian Museums, Compitation; by K, Saremi, A. R.
Frahani, F. Amanl, lranian Cultural Heritage
Orpanisation, Tehran, 1993, p, 40)

he collection of the
National Arts Musenm reflects the
hiseoneal cultural wealth and
well-known distnctive grace of tradi-
tional lranian arts, The Museum is
located in Baharestan Square, on
Kamal-ol-melk Avenue, in the
Central Building of the Minisury of
Culture and Islamic Guidance. i was
previously known as Howz—Khaneh,
or fountun=hall, of Megarestan
Garden.

The artifacts displayed in this
MNsENIm 1.:5‘1!?1“1."1“}" COMprise enami-
clled paintings, textiles, carpets, and
miniatures dating from the onset of
the present century painted in the
style which prevailed in the 16th cen-
tury, Each of these works are a com-
bination of several arts— painting,
illumination, gold tracing,
frame-making, inlaying and

wood=carving. Most of these have

been crafted in the workshops adja-
cent to the museum, which specialize
in inlaying, woodcarving, ceramic
crafting, painting (including minia-
ture painting, illumination and carpet
motif designing), brocade weaving
and velvet weaving,

To enter the musuem, one passes
under an arch decorated with tesse-
lated tileworks, through a large
wooden door [raming harmonious
glass panels. Two doors, crafted some
fourty years ago, embellish the two
sides of the entrance of the museum.
Carved wooden curtain hangers
above these doors and the reliel vel-
vet curtains hanging from them,
which have all been crafted by artists
working in the adjacent workshops,
protect the doors.

At the beginning of his tour of the
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museum, the visitor is greeted by the statue of Haj
Moqbel, the cheerful flute player who used to hang
around Baharestan Square some sixty years ago,
With lips poised as though he were playing a tune;
he vividly stares inside the musenum, seemingly try-
ing to take the visitor on a tour of the days when
he used to play in the streets: of the artifacts bear-
ing memories of those 1mes.

On the right hand side of the entrance hall of
the museum, a framed panel ol tilework can be
admired. Based on the familiar patterns of Iranian
carpets, its design dates back to some [ourty years
ago and it 1s a display of the fine eraftsmanship of
the artists active in the workshops adjacent to the
museum. On the left, a frame introduces the vari-
ous kinds of wood ntihised in several arfisanal
fields,

Passing under the arch formed by a mihrab
made: of latticed wond, the visitor enters the main
space of the museum. Here, under the azure roof
framed with carved stucco decorations, a vast
panotama of pure Iranian art s offered to his view:

In the early 19th century, during the reign of
Fath-Ali-Shal. the Negaresian Garden was created
as a complex comprising the Royal Palace and the
governmental offices. by such prominent architects

of those days as Ostad Abdullah-Khan and Ostad
Aga—Jani Eslahani

The pool-house of this garden, which was
cross-shaped and had four alcoves, directly opened
to the outdoor space of the garden, without any
imermediary doors or windows lis dome—shaped
roof rested on four columns decorated with sixteen
delicate torsades symbolizing [lowery branches
prowing oul of o vase

The cross=shaped plan of the building erected
during the 19th century was modified into a rectan-
gle by contemporary artists, and handed over, i its
enlarged form, to the Museum in 1930, Thus the
abandoned pool-house was restored by such mas-
ters as Behrad and Kamal-ol-Molk. Beside it small
rooms were built, to serve as worlshops where stu-
dents would be trained in different branches of
Iranian arts. The present workshops neighbouring
the museum are located in these rooms

The addition of doors and windows to the
building, the erection of walls around it, the com-
pletion of carved stucco panels similar to the origi-
nal ones, and the filling up of the central pool (pre-
viously surrounded by four columns from which
water used to pour in it) all date back to the early
20th century.

Rose-water sprinklers
and ceramic artifact by
Master Pasha'i
{Iranian Museums,
Compilation, by K.
Saremi, A. R. Frahani, F.
Amani, lranian Cultural
Heritage Organisation,
Tehran, 1993, p. 41)
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This sectlon containg summary iformation reflecting the cultural lfe
in the OIC member countres. Sets of information drawn from the
Centre's data files of statistical indicators and divectories of cultural
institutions are published here as brief country surveys. The purpose is
tor disseminate part of the data that is being collected in the frameworke
of the Centre's projects ttled International Directory of Ilamic
Cultural Institutions ane Studies on the Cultural Dimensions of
Development in the O1C Member States. Below are summary statistics
comcerning the Istamic Republic of Pakistan and a list of the cultural
and academic inséitutions,

PAKISTAN

Summary information!"!

Area 796 095 sq, km,
Papulation . 133 million {1993)
Annual population growth 3.3%

Share of urban populition 33.6%

Share of Muslim population o7 %

Capital ciry Islamabad

Major cities

Karmchi, Lahore, R.1w:|fpin:1_i

Offictal langnage

Urdu

Adult literacy rate Male:  50%

Female: 4%

Average:  372%
School enrolment ratios (Gross) First level 46 %

Second level 22 %

Third level 3% =
Student/teacher ratio First level 40

Second level 19

Share of educational expenditure

in Government budget 2%
Share of educatonal expenditure
in GNP 17 %
" Number of daily newspapers 274 ==
Circ. per 1000 inhabitants 2}
Number of non—daily newspapers 02
and periodical publications 719 i sy

I*lSgyrees: UNESCO, sintkstical Yearhook 1995; SESRTCIC, Statistical Pockethook of the OIC
Coitnimes 1995 IRCICA
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Cultural institutions

Academies

Balochi Academy
Patel Bel.. Quetta, Balochistan

Citizen Research Group
CA=23 Alfalah Society, Shah Faisal
Colony, No.1 Karachi 73230

The Islamic Research Academy
10-C—=163 Mansara, F (1), Karachi 3805

Islamic Research Academy
Manseorah, Lahore 18

Fakistan .-‘Lcn[iumy of Letters
36, 48ch %1, F=8/4, Islamabad

Darul Urooba Luldavwar=E-Islamia
Al Mansoorah, Lahore 18

T;E Educators Club
Kashmir Reb., Sadar Market, Rawalpindi

Fasalabad Arts Council
People’s Colony, Faisalabad

Pashto Academy (Pulhio Academy)
University of Peshawar N.WEP
Peshawar

Panjubi Adabi Academy
I3G Model Town, Lahore 14

Quaid-i-Azam Academy
207 M.A_ Jinnnh Rd.,
PO Box: 894

Karacln 3

Shah Jamal Academy
13724, Pak MNagar, Lahore 54900

Shah Wali Ullah Academy
Hyderabad (Sind)

Learned societies and research institutions

Saciety lor International Development (51D}
100-A Satellite Town, Rawalpindi 46300

Hamdard Foundation
Hamdard Centre, Nazimabad
Karachi 74600

[bn=¢ Sina-Screntific and Caltaral
Society of Pakistan
PO, Box 16 GPO, Hyderabad (Sind)

Ir_lnmh—l—'}'ndgal'—i Gihalib
{Ghalib Memarial Institute)
P, Box 2268, Mazimabad 2, Karachi 18

Imran Igbal Zeeshan Vella
78- Hashmi Colony S.1TE,, _
Area Post Code Mo, 71900, Hyderabad

Institute of Central and West Asian Studies
100 Faculty of Ars,
University of Karachi, Karachi 32

Institute of Islamie Culture
{tdarah—=i Thagafa=t Islamivah)
Club Rd., Lahore 3

Institute of Policy Studies
3, Street 56, Shalimar 644, Islamabad

The Abasin Aris Council
Peshawar Cantt., Peshawar

lghal Academy
139/A New Muslim Town
ED. Box 1308, Lahore

Alhamra Art Conneil
Shahrah-e Quaid-e Azam, Lahore

lggbal Arts Council
73-A Hussain Aghai Re,, Multan

All Pakistan Educational Conference
1.]. 45/10 (MNear} Sir Sved Govt. Girls College
Chaurangi No. 1, Nazimabad, Karachi

Arts Council of Pakistan
M. R. Kayani Rd . Karachi

lean Culwural Centre
14, Seafield Road, Karachi 4

Cultural Center of the Islamic Republic of Iran
4-B, Bleak House Road Near Clifton Bridge,
Karachi

The Asta Foundaton
PO, Box 1165, Islamabad

Bahawalpur Arts Council
Bahawalpur

Bazam Saqafar
4. M1 Meharaba, Chowk Fowara, Multan

Centre for the Study of the Civilisations
of Central Asia, Qaid—{ Azam University
PO, Pox 1090, Islamabad

The Islamic Council for Asia
256 51., 52 F-10/4, Islamabad

lelamic Cultvre and Research Cenire
ST-1/8, Block 6, Federal B, Area, Karachi 38
Islamic Documentation and

Information Centre (1D1C)

Karachi University Campus, Karachi 32

Islamic Research Institute
International Islamic University
PO, Box 1035, Islamabad
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Jamiyat ul Falah Islamic Cultural Centre
Akbar R, Sadar, BO. Box 7141, Karachi

Pakistan MNational Centre
Sharah—e Qaid—i-Azam, Lahote

Jamiat—ul-Falah lslamic Cultaral Centre
POY. Box 7141, Akbar Road, Karachi

Pakistan National Council of Arts
Black G-C, F-7, Merkaz, Islamabad

Khalikdina Hall Library Association
MA. Jinnah Rd., Karachi

Punjab Council of the Ans
Shadmaan Colony, Lahore

The Lahore Arts Council
68, Sharah-e-Qaid-1-Azam , Lahore

Majlis—e Tahgigat— Islami
{Islimic Research Centre)
PO Box L1183, Islanyabac

Majlis Taragqi Adab
Marsinghdas Gardens. Club Rd., Lahore

Maktaba Ehyaul Uloom Alshargiyya
{Institite far the Revival of Eastern Sciences)
Attasvéer 62, Chamberlain Rd., Lahote

The Mehran Arts Council
Arya Mehar Rd., 7 Shah Latifabad, Hyderabad

Multan Aris Council
Shet Shah Road, Multan

Music Foundation of Pakistan
Bush Terrace, Preedy St., Karachi 3

Mational Book Council of Fakistan
Mouve Area, G1 — 841, Islamabad

Mational Cralt Council
PO, Box 1820, lamabad

Matignal Hijro Council
20-Masjid Road, F-o/4.
PO, Box 1501, Islimabad

Matonal Institure of Folk and
Traditional Heritage (Lok Virsa)
Garden Avenue, Shakarparian Hills
PO, Box 1184, Islamabadl

e,

Natdonal Institute of Historical and
Caltural Research
Blue Arvea, PO, Box 1230, lslamabad

Pakistan Arab Cultumil Association
PO, Box 5257, Karachi 2

Pakistan Arts Council
Baluchistan, Quetia

Rawalpindi Arts Cou ncil
Satellite Town, Rawalpindi

Pakistan Historical Society
30, New Karpchi Cooperative Housing Society
Dr. Moinul Haq Rd.. Karachi 5

Uakistan Institute ol International Affairs
Aiwan=e Sadar Rel., Karachi 74200

Research Society of Pakistan
University of the Punjab
2 Narsinghdas Garden, Club Road, Lahore 3

Sayved Maudoodi Intcmmimml
Islamic Edueational Institute
Mansoorah, Lahore 18

Sind Abadi Board (Sindhi Literary Board)
PO Box 12, Hyderabad, Sind

Society [or the Preservation of Muslim Hertage
E/6, Fourth Gizri 51, Defence Housing Society,
Kirachi

Siraiki Adabi Board Multan
2526 B Shadnan Colony, High Court Rd.,
Multan

Urdu Academy S
33 € Model Town “A”, Bahawalpur

Urdu Development Board
41 D Block, Nazimahad, Karachi 33

World Muslim Congress
224, Sharalabad, PO. Box 5030
Karachi 74000

Libraries

National Library of Pakistan
Constitution Ave., |slimabad

National Archives of Pakistan
14/B Al-Markaz F/3, Islamabad

Dr. Alidina Memorial Museum Library
and Islamic Archives

Blessed House, 178, Brito Read Garden
East Karachi

Allama Iqbal Dp’-::n University, Library
Sector H-8, Islamabad

Anjuman Taraqqi Urdu, Library
Karachi

Apwa College for Women, Library
Lalukhet, Karachi

Archaeological Library
Western Pakistan Circle, Old Fort, Lahaore
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Archaeological Library
Taxila Mueum. Taxila, Rawalpindi

G.overnment [slamia College Library
Larkana

Bait Al=Hikmat (Hamdard University Library)
Madinat al-Hikmat, Bund Muorad Khan
Muhammad Bin Qasim Ave.. Karachi 74700

Central Archaeologieal Library
L‘Jc;mumcm of Alchwn!r:rgy Karachi

Central Government Tﬂthtrs Training College
All-Pakistan Educational Conference Library
Mazimabad Saeeda Manzil, Karachi 18

Central Library of Bahawalpun

Bahaw 1lpur

Cnllege Library
Bahaw: 1I|mr

Lll;, Arts Lu]lr:gc Library
Hyderabad

Dial-Sing Public Library
Lahore

Divisional Public Library
The Mall, Khaipur Mirs, Sind

Government Talim-ul-Islam College Library
Rabwal. Jhang

Hayat-e-Adab Library

Dio—jo—Pir; Hyderabad

International Book Exchange Centre
Government of Pakistan Cential Secretaniat
Library, M. A, Jinnah Road, Building B, Block
78 Karachi Centeal Commercial Area, Karachi

International lslamic
fteferences Services
PO. Box 8446, Karachi 32

Islamia College Library
Gujranwala

Islarnia College Library
Clayton Rel., Karachi

Islamia College Library
Civil Lines, Lahore

PO Box I{HS Isl:umbad

Fazi~i Omar Research Institute, Library
Rabwah

Gomel University, Library
Dera lsmitil Khan, NWFP

[slamie University Library
PO, Box 1243, Islamabad

Jamia Talim-e-Milli Library
Malir City, Karachi

Government College. Library
Link Rd., Abbottabad, NWFP

Government College, Library
Camphbellpur

Geovernment College Library
Dera Ismail Khan

Government College Library
Jhang

Government College Library
Civil Lines; Lahore

Government College Library
*u’E|.1 nw 1JI|

Gnvernment College Library
Bosan Rd, Multan

Government College Library, Quetta

Government College Library
Asghar Mall, Rawalpindi

Government College for Women, Library
Gujral

Government C nlh:ge of Education for Men,
Library, Lahore

Government Degree College Library
Mawabshah

Karachi Teosophical Society, Library
M. A, Jinnah Read, Jamshed Memorial Hall
Karachi |

Khilafur Llhnr} Rabwah

Liagat Hall Llh[ﬂl’}
Bagh-e Jinnah. Abdullah Harcon Rd.

Karnchi 4

Liagat Memorial Library
Stadivm Rel, Karachi 5

Lyallpur Government College, Library
Larkana

Mahmud Hussain Library
BOD. Box No, 8069, 331/1-Cr2
PECH ‘Society Karachi 2013

Muhammad Bin Qassim Library
Main Road, Suj-:wwl District Thatta, Sind

Nazareth C Callege for Wmncn. Library
Hyderabad

Pakistan National Centre Library and Culture
Centre, Hyderabad, Sind

Provincial Library Baluchistan Quetta

Public Library of Baghlangi Khan

Multan City, Punjah
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. Public Library
lghal Rd, Lahore

Archaeological Musenm
Mahenjodoro, Larkana Sind

Punjab Public Library
Library Road, Lahore

Archaeological Museum
Taxila Museum, Taxila, Rawalpindi

Punjab University Library
1, Alborunt Rd,, Lahore 2

Quaid-i-Azam Library
Baph—e Jinnah, Lahete

—

Quaid—i-Azam University, Library
77=E, Satellite Town, PO. Box 1000,
Islamabad

Sadiq Egerton College LiE;1t}'. Bahawalpur

Sandeman Public Library
linnah Rel, Quetta

Shah Abdul Latifl Government College Library
Hyderabad Red , Mirpurkhas

Shamsul Ulama Daudpota
Sind Government Library,
Hyderabacl

Sind Muslim Government College Library
Sharah—e Atatark, Burns Gardens, Karachi

Sind University, Central Library
Jamshore, Sind

Talim~ul-Islam College, Library,
Rabwah

Ulema :‘t:_:ldcmy Awgal Dc]:ntTLii:rmr}r
Shahi Mosque, Lahore

University of Baluchistan Main Library
Sariabh Rd., Quetta, Baluchistan

University of Karachi, Library
University Campus, Karachi 32

University of Karachi
Dr. Mahmud Hussain Library,
University Campus, Karachi 32

Umiversity of Peshawar, Central Library
Peshawar, NWEP

Zamindar College Library, Gujrat

Museums

MNational Museum of Pakistan
Burns Garden, Karachi

ﬁaﬁ;nihal Museum
Allama 1gbal R, Lahote

Archaeological Museum
Harappa, District Sahiwal, Punjab

—-

Chuqghtai Museum Trust
Mian Salah Mimar Lane, 4 Garden Town
Laheore 16, 850733

Lahore Fort Museum
Mughal Gallery, Lahore

Lahore Museum
Shahrah-e-Quaid—e-Azam

‘Opposite Punjab University old campus
Lahore 4

Peshawar Museut, Peshawar

Shakir Ali Museum
93, Tipu Block, New Garden Town, Lahore

Universities and
educational institutions
Allama Igbal Open University

Faculty of Education
Sector H-8, Islamabad

Allama -l-t.}lﬁn.l;-Dpcn University
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities
Sector H-8. Islamabad

Youth Cultural Exchange and Study Circle
Kiri Nawab Khan
Shikarpur, 78100 Sind

Allama Igbal Open University
Institute of Arabic and Islamic Studies
Sector H-8, Islamabad

Allama Lgbal ;]pen University
Institute of Education
Sector H=8, Islamabad

Bahauddin Zakariya University
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences
University Campus, Bosan Rd., Multan

Bahauddin Zakariya University
Faculty of Islamic Studies and Languages
University Campus, Bosan Rd., Multan

Gomal University, Faculty of Arts
Dera lsmail Khan, NWFP

International Islamic University,
Da'wah Academy
PO Box 1485, Islamabad

International Islamic
University, Faculty of Shariah
PO, Box 1243, Islamabad
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International Islamic University Institute of
Historical and Cultural Research

PO, Box 1243, Islamabad

International Islamic University
lslamie Research Institute
PO, Box 1243, Islhmabac

University of Peshawar, Facolty of
Islamic Studies and Arabic,
Peshawar, NWFFP

Uiniversity of Peshawar, Faculty of
Oriental Languages,
Feshawint, NWFP

Islamia University, Faculty of Arts and Sciences,
Bahawalpur

University of Peshawar, 1slamia College
Peshawar, NWEP

—

lslamia University, Faculty of Islamic Learning,
Bahawalpur

Mational College of Arts
Shahrab—e—uaid-e-Azam, Lahore

Cuaid-e-Azam University Faculty of Ans
PO Box 1090, Islamabad

University of Baluchistan

Sariab B, Quetta

University of Baluchistan Faculty of Arts,
Sariab Rd., Quetta

Umiversity of Baluchistan
Pakistan Study Center
Sariab Red., Quietta

University of Karachi, Faculty of Arts
University Campus, Karachi 32

University of Karachi Faculty of Education
University Campus, Karachi 32

University of Karachi Faculty ol Islamic Siudies
University Campus, Karachi 32

University of the Punjab
Department of Fine Arts,
Lahore

University of the Punjab
Centre for South Asian Studies
New Campus, Lahore

m'ﬂsit}' of the Punjab
Dept. of History
Government College, Lahore

University of the Punjab

Dept. of Social Work

Old Campus, Lahore

University of the Punjab Faculty of Islamic and
Oriental Learning

1, shahrah—e—al-Beruni, Lahore 2

University of the Funjab Institute
ol Education and Research
I, shahrah-e—al-Beruni, Lahore 2

University of the Punjab Oriental College,
Lahore

University of Karachi Pakistan Studies Centre
University Campus, Karachi 32

University of Kashmir, Dept. of Arabic and
Islamic Studies

University Campus, Hazratbal

Srinagar 190006

University of Peshawar
Area Study Center {Central Asia)
Peshawar, NWFFP

University of Peshawar, Faculty of Arts
Peshawar, NWEP

University of Sind, Faculty of Arts
Jamshorp, District Dadu, Sind

University of Sind, Faculty of Education
Old Campus, Thandi Sarak,
Hyderabad — Sind

University of Sind, Institute of
Education and Research

Old Campus, Thandi Sarak,
Hyderabad, Sind

University of Sind, Institute of Slil:idhﬂlﬂ,g}', -
Jamshero, District Dadu, Sind

University of Peshawar, Faculty ol Education
Peshaywar, NWEFP

University of Sind, Pakistan Study Center
Jamshoro, District Dadu, Sind
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Muhammad Nabil Kouatll, Mubammad
The Prophet, Modern Concise Genealogy,
revised and enlarged second edition,

Dar al-Basha'er, Damascus, 1998,
3+741+336 p,

Presented e PROE DR: R SESEN

The author of this hook examined
the genealogy of Prophet Muhammad
and the familv descent of the Quraish
tribe over thirty-nine generations, by
means of modern genealogy concepts.
The study shows the courses that
various branches of the Qurish tribe
followed starting with Fihr, the
founder of Quraish, with particular
cmphasis on the Prophet’s pedigree,
and covering the ancestries of the
Abbasid and Omevad caliphs until the
last Abbasid caliph in Egypt.

The book has two main sections,
in Arabic and English respectively, the
latter intended as a supplement to the
expanded Arabic section and an
indicative translated guide. The
Arabic section begins with a subject
index, followed by the prefaces of the
first and second editions, and a guide
on how to use the book. Then {ollows
a pedigree chart of the Quraish from
Fihr to Adnan, and, over 146 pages,
the line of descent of the Quraish Tor
thirty-nine generations up to
Mutasim and further up to the end of
the Ahbasid dynasty in Baghdad. An
alphabetic index of this part facilitates
its use, as do the listing of each
person’s mother, father, spouse ancl
grand-father. These parts are followed
by lists of the 16-generation descents
of Fihr and Hashim bin Abdul Menaf.
Other parts of the Arabic section
include genealogies of well-known
Quraish families and direct relatives
of the Prophet, a genealogy of the
Prophets family from Huzayma until
Mutawakkil, and a bibliography, As 1o
the English section, it includes
Prophet Muhammad's pedigree, the

descent of the Quraish starting from
Fihr, a thirty—nine generation
genealogy of the Quraish, with anno-
tations under each name. As men
tiongd by the author, the accuracy of
genealogical studies is bound 1o be
Tirmireel by the availability of referen-
ces. However, such studies are
certainly of great benefit for research
in the historical, legislanve and medi-
cal fields. M. Nabil Kouath deserves
warm congratulations for his worl.

Osmanh Bilimi Arashrmalan (Studies on
Ottoman Sciencel, £, [hsanogju
Festschrift, Commemarating the 10th
Anniversary of the Department of
History of Sclence, Faculty of Ars,
Istanbul University, Feza Gunergun
(ed.), Istanbul, 1995, 378 p. (in Tirkish
with abstracts in English)

This book was published on the
occasion of the tenth anniversary of
the Department of History of Science,
Faculty of Letters, Istanbul
University, and presented to Prol Dr
Ekmeleddin lhsanoglu on the occa-
sion of his [ifueth birthday, The book
is addressed 1o researchers in this
field because it contains the latest
studies made in the Department on
the suject of Ottoman science. It is
ialso a supplementary textbook for
history of science students, The title
of the book, “Studies on Ottoman
Science”, implies a scientific journal
to appear periodically. This will in
fact provide a specialized medium of
dissemination for articles on Ottoman
history of science which were found
50 far mainly in periodicals on gener-
al history. It is also the first time that
the texm “Ottoman science”, which is
gradually entering the scientific liter-
ature through E. Thsanoglu’s efforts,
appears in the title of a journal.

The book consists of nine articles,
the first two by E Gunergun, covering
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the educational and resedarch activities of the
Department of Histary of Science and the works
and contmbutions of E. Thsanoglu in this field. The
third article by E, Thsanegln reviews the studies
carried eut simce the 19th century on the history of
Ottoman astronomy, mathematics, medicine, engi-
neenng, natuml sciences and on the Ovoman sci-
entific msttutions. The fourth artcle by 1
Fazhogilu examines the works of the 14th cenmry
mathemancian Ibn al-Hawwan. The article of C.
Izg1, Tifth in the book. studies the teaching of arith-
metic and algebra in Ottoman madrasas and the
textbooks used in these institutions. 5. Aydaz, in
the sixth article, deals with the esiablishiment and
development of the institution of chief-astronomer
in the Ouwoman state. The last thiee articles focus
on certain aspects of the modemisation period of
the Ottoman state: in the first of these, M. Kagar
stughies the period of military renovation. The see-
ond one, by 5. Ishakogly, looks into the teaching
ol mathemarics in the Faculty of Science of
lstanbul University at the begmning of the 20th
century, and the third one. by F Ganergun, exam-
ines the Journal of the Darulfonun Faculty of
Science and the articles which were published in
this journal between 1916-1933 which reflect the
Latulty's activities,

Islam, Tradition and Change, the Frst International
“Wutlu Dogum” Symposium, published by "ISAM—
Tiirklye Diyanet Vakfi. Islam Arastmalan Merkezl”
[Turkish Raeligious Foundation, Center for lstamic
Studies), Istanbul, 1998, 284 p.

T he First International “Kutlu Dagiem”
Sympaosium was organized by the Center [ar
Eslamic Studies of the Turkish Religious
Foundation. in commemoration of the binth of
Prophet Muhammad. The sympasiom teok place in
Istanbul gn 22-23 April 1996 The Center has now
published the papers, and commentaries 1o these
papers, that scholars from different countries had
presented during the symposium. Two sessians
were hield under each of the two main themes of
the symposium, each session comprising four
papers and four commentaries. The themes were
“Tracition and change up 10 the 19th century®, and
“The course of change in (the 1slamtic) tradition
during the 19th and 20th centuries and contempo-
rary approaches”. The boak contains all of the
papers and commentaries, the texts of the discus-
stans, the general comments of the participants, as
well as the opening and closing speeches by Dr,
Azmi Ozcan, Chairman of the Center for Islamic
Stuclies, which underline the aims of the sympo-

sium, the activities of the Center and among them,
the annual commemoration programs of the
Prophets birth.

The Center [or Islamic Studies of the Turkish
Religious Foundation was established eight years
ago for the purpose of conducting research and
publishing works in the field of Islamic studies and
social sciences in general. A major project of the
Center is the publication of the 1slamic
Encyclopedia. Over one theusand authors con-
tributed to the preparation of the fourteen volumes
issued until now: The Center also conducts eduia-
tonal netivities; and has an extensive library spe-
cialized in the Center's [ields of studies.

Maznah Mohamad, The Malay Handloom Weavers, a
study of the rise and decline of traditional manufacture,
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies — ISEAS,
Singapore, 1996, 338 pages, lllustrated

This. is a historical study of the non-agricultural
sector in Malay society, which, in the past, was
charactenized predominantly by agriculturalists
The publisher, the Insttute of Southeast Asian
Studies = ISEAS. introduces the book emphasizing
that *handloom weavers onece played a decisve role
in the eeonomies of the castern Malay states of
Terengganu, Kelantan, and Pahang. In detailing the
origins and vieissimdes of the handloom industry,
its technology, tts produces, 15 people, and its tur-
bulent relationship with beth the colonil and
modern nation=states, this book explores the diver
sity which colours the economic history of the
Malays",

The book can be ondered from: The Managmg Editor,
[nstitnte of Southenst Asian Sticlies, Heng Mul Keng
Terrace, Pasir Panjang Roasd, Singapote 1195496,

Fax(05) FT302540, Phone: (65} BT0X44*

fF=mail prubsunirEtner o, iseas ac s

The Emirates by the First Photographers, by William
Facey and Gillian Grant, published by Stacey
Imemalional, London, 1996, 1258 p.

This high-quality photograph album is published
on the occasion of the tweny-fifth anniversary ol
independence of the State of the United Arab
Emirates. The contents include, after the Foreword,
“The Trucial States: Images from the Formation
Years: 1900-1965", a map, the photographs related
to the Emirates; Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Sharjah. Ras
al=Khaimah and the Northern Emirates where each
section is preceded by an informative text,
Bibliography, and an Index. The book covers the
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peried between 1900 and 19635, which represents
the emergence of the State from independent
sheilthdoms to the unification of the United Arab
Ermirates. It includes all the known photograph
collections starting from the time of the [irst trav-
eller-photographers. This is the first general work
of its kind that includes early photographs of the
country, some of them previously unpublished. Ttis
an mmportant resource forall those who are inter-
ested in the history of the State of the United Arab
Emirates

Yah, homeland of al-Salah master buildings; the
governomate of Abyan in the east of Aden; the gov-
ernorate ol Shabwah, which includes Bayhan along
with some other areas; Wadi Fajr: passage into
Hadramur; into Hadramut valley through
al-Agqubiyvah and the villages of al-Ayn valley; the
cities of Shibam and Tarim; al-Mukalla, the capital
and major sea port of the governorate: al-Shehr
directarate, which encompasses the cities of Ghayl
Ba Whazir and al-Hami; nnd the governorate of
al-Mahrah, eriginally known as Bilad al-Mahrah

Saudi Arabia by the First Photographers, by Willlam
Facey and Gilllan Grant, published by Stacey
Imernational, London, 1998, 123 p.

This publication is an extraordinary visual record
af the history of Saudi Arabia during the period
[rom the 1860 to the 1950% by means of all the
known photograph collections {rom the nme of the
first traveller—photographers. The text part is writ-
ten by William Facey, historian of the Arabian
Peninsula and Gillian Grant, an archivist and spe-
cialist of the early photographs of the Middle East.
This part contains twa informative articles, by W.
Facey on "Photography and Saudi Arabia’s [orma-
tive years (1861-1953)" and by G. Grant on “A
century of images in a century of change”, as well
as a map, the photographs, a bibliography, and an
imdex.

A Yemen Reality, architecture sculptured in mud and
-stone, by Salma Samar Damluji, Gamet Publishing
Limited, Reading 1991, 355 p,, 650 colour pictures

A fascinating voyage to Yemen in its architectural
context. The architecture of Yemen has an impor-
tant place in the history ol architecture in Arabia.
I'he building methods and styles have been kept
alive [or many centuries, with adaptations and
additions to meet the requirements of modern life.
The photographs in this book clearly demonsirate
the aesthetical quality of the designs and the tradi-
tional building techniques. The author, a specialist
of Arab and lslamic architecture, has travelled
actoss southern Yemen to collect this pictorial
record of great beauty. In the introduction, she
explains the characteristics of each governorate of
the southern part of Yemen. The photographs are
accompanied by explanations. The first chapter is
on the city of Aden, which can be considered as
the focal point of southern Yemen: The second
chapter covers a journey through the mountains of
al-Dali; then come the following chapters: Upper

Turkish Carpets of the 13th-18th Centuries, published in
conjunction with the Exhibition *Turkish Carpets from
the 13th-18th Canturies” held in the Museum of
Turkish and Islamic Arts, Istanbul, 16 Sept.—12 Nowv.
1996, published by Ahmet Ertug, sponsored by
Tekstilbank of Turkey, XLl p. text, 224 colour plates,
12 p. technical analyses, bibliography and concor
dance,

A large—scale exhibition of Turkish carpets dating
from the 13th-18th centuries was Lield in the
Museum of Turkish and Islamic Ars, Istanbul,
from 16 September to 12 November 1996, The mre
and precious carpets on display were selected from
the well-known collections of the Museum of
Turkish and Islamic Arts, the Vakiflar Carpet
Museum {Istanbul), the State Museums of Berlin -
Museum ol lslamic Arts, the Budapest Museum of
Applied Arts, the Konya Mevlana Museum (Konya,
Turkey), and the Heinrich Kirchheim colleetion.
The two very rare Turkish carpets with animal fig-
ures which are part of the *Tibet group” in the
Heinrich Kirchheim collection were displayed in
Turkey for the first ime on this occasion, The
exhibition also included the works of famous
painters such as Holbein and Osman Hamdi Bey,
who painted Torkish carpets in their compositions.
These paintings were lent for the exhibition by the
State Museums ol Berlin — National Gallery, the
Warsaw Mational Museum, and the National
Gallery in London.

This book published in conjunction with this
exhibition has 224 illustrations of carpets, and the
following articles in English: “Turkish carpets and
their collections in Turkey” (by Nazan Olger),
“Medieval carpets from Asia Minor (by Volkmar
Enderlein), “Turkish carpets from Budapest” (by
Ferenc Batari), “The Turkish carpet in the paintings
of Western Europe” (by John Mills). At the end of
the book, there are sections titled “Technical
Analyses” and “Concordance”, and a bibliography,
all of them prepared by Nils Riters. A beautiful
and high—quality publication.
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ljaza Ceremony

International Commission for the Preservation
of Islamic Cultural Heritage — ICPICH

Calligraphers M. U. Zakariya and
Jilani Gharbi Received Calligraphy

diplomas

merican calllgmapher

Mohsmmed Zakarlya and Tunisian
calligrapher Jilani Gharbi were pre-
sented calligraphy diplomas (1jaza) ar
an mternational ceremony held on 249
March 1997 at Civ Qasr, on the
premises of IRCICA, the Secretariat of
ICPICH.

The ceremony was attended by
the Ambassador of the US A HE
Mr. Mare Grossman and the Consul
Beclur
M'Saknt There were many guests

Gieneral of Tiemsia M

from artistic and academic circles; o
great number of calligraphers and
representatives of the local and inter-
national press,

An exhibition was organised in
the ceremony hall, consisting of the
works of Mr Zakanvoand Mr. Gharbi

tong with those of their professors |
Prof. Dr: Ekmeleddin Thsanoplu, |

Director General of TRCICA and
Secretary of TCPICH weleomed the

guests, pointing out that presentation
of ljaza to calhgraphers by their
teachers was an important tradition
in the art of callipraphy. He expressed
his appreciation to Mohammed
Zakariva and Jilam Gharba for their
outstanding performance and his
thanks to their teachers, Prol. Dr. Ali
Alparslan and Dr. Hiasevin Oksiz.
Prof. Theanoglu explained tha
according to Ottoman sources, this
tradition was instituted by Zeynuddin
Abdurmahman [bn ¢l-5aig
(1368-1442) and observed with care
for centuries, even by well-known
calligraphers who had not received a
diploma until an advanced age. In his
address Prol. Thsanoglu also outlined
the activities undertaken by IRCICA
and 1CPICH to preserve, promote,
eneourage and malke better known
the lslamic arts,

American calligrapher Mohammed
Zakariya recetved his diploma in the
Talig style from his professor Prof,
Dr. All Alparslan, while Tunisian cal-
ligrapher Jilani Gharbi was presented
his Thuluth—Maskh diploma by his
professor Dr. Hiseyin Okstiz. Mr
Zakariya had recetved a diplomain
Thuluth-Naskh earlier, from his
teacher Mr. Hasan Celebi. at a cere-
momy which was held at IRCICA on
23 May 1988

A Califormian born in 1942,
Mohammed Zakariva converted o
Islam 35 vears ago. He is a calligraph
er, artist and maker of custom instrn:
ments from the history of science. He
began his study of Arabic calligraphy
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Interrational Commission for the Preservation of Islamic Gultural Heritage - IGPICH

with AS. Ali Nour in Tangiers and Londeon. Alter
cofitinuing his studies independently at the British
Museum until 1966, he was invited in 1984 by
IRCICA 1o study in Istanbul with two master
Turkish calligraphers. Thus, Mr. Zakariva studied
the Thuluth and Maskh seripts with Hasan Celebi
and the Talig script with Prof. Ali Alparslan. He
has publications on calligraphy, including The
Calligraphy of Islam: Rellections on the State of the
Art, published in 1979 by the Center for
Contemporary Arb Studies, Georgetown
University, and Ohservations on Islamic
Calligraphy, published in 1978 by the U5, Library
of Congress. His calligraphy and paintings have
heen exhibited i Los Angeles, London,
Washington, Qatar, Bahrain, Oman, Abn Dhabi,
and Saudi Arabia.

Mr. Zakariva also designs and constructs func-
lioning examples of antique—style scientific and
navigational imstruments. His works in this hield
include an astrolabe and celestial globe for a Saudia

- pr— —

e _cnnp

Arabian science museum; a suncdial for the
National Museum of Qatar,an astrelabe for the
Intemiational Airport an Jeddah, a standard-time
sundial [or the Time Museum in Rockford, ineis;
and n crossstall for the Adler Planetarivm
Chicago.

Mr. Jilani Gharbi was born in Tunis in 1947, He
graduated from the Ecole Normale Supérietre in
1967, He began his studies in calligraphy in 1977,
with masters Mohammed Salih Al-Hammasi and
Al-Munji Ammar. Later, he studied with Dr.
Huseyin Oksiz o develop his style. Jilani Gharbi
published various articles and organised exhibi-
tions in Tunisia, He participated in the 1988
Baghdad Calligraphy Festival, where he received a
certificate of appreciation. In 1990, he organised a
calligraphy exhibition in Ras al-Jebel, Tunisia. Mr.
Gharbi received awards in the Second and Third
International Calligraphy Competitions organised
by LEPICH in 1989 and 1992

Tunisian calligrapher
Jiiani Gharbi received

his diploma from his
professor Dr. Hiiseyin
Ohesiiz

American calligrapher
Mohammed Zakariya
received his diploma

from Prof. Dr. Ali
Alparsian,

Left to right: Prof. Dr.
E. Ihsanogiu, Mr. M.
ZIakariya, Prof. Dr. Ali
AMparsian, Mr. M.
Tamimi
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Souvenir photograph
with Mr. Khaled Sayed
|brahim [first, left] and

his father's works on

the wall

Book on the life and the works of the
famous calligrapher late Sayed
Ibrahim to be published by ICPICH

eyprian calligrapher ke

Saved Ibrahim (1897-1994), who was
considered as the Dean of Arab callig-
raphers. left numerous art treasures
written in almost all the siyles of cal-
hgraphy. A great number of these
works decormie homes around the
world, Others are the utles he wrote,
over more than fifty vears, on books
and periochcals published m Egypt
and other Arab countries. 5till others
decornte mosgues, musenms, public
buildings, caligraphy exercise books,
gravestones, etc. Sayed Ibrahim
taught ealligraphy 1o many students
who later became well-known callig-
raphers i the Arab world. '

As known, the International
Comission for the Preservation of
Islamic Cultural Heritage organises
International Calligraphy
Competitions once every three years.
Each of these competitions is devoted
to one of the great calligraphers of
the Muslim world, in order to com-
memorate their contributions to this
art and encourage young artists to
follow their examples. After finalisa-
tion of the recently announced

Fourth International Calligraphy
Competititon, the Commission will
start preparations to organdse the
Fifth International Calligraphy
Competition in the name of Sayed
Ibrahim in the year 2000,

Furthermore, the Commission
undertook a project to publish a book
on the life and the worlis of Sayed
Ibrahim, in order o keep his name
alive, help preserve his legacy and
transmit it to young generations, and
at the same time, 10 meet the wish of
his family and students. For this pur-
pose, the Commission cooperates
with Mr, Khaled Sayed Ibrahim, the
late calligrapher’s youngest son, who
is collecting and reorganising his
fathers works, Mr. Khaled Sayed
Ibrahim invited Prof. Dr. E.
Ihsanoglu, Secretary of ICPICH. to
sei the collection on the sporar the
Farnily home, in March 1997, during
the period when Prol 1hsanoglu was
in Carro to attend the meetngs of the
Arab Language Academy, Prof
Theanoflu visited Sayved Thrahims
home, aceompanied by Prof. M, Ugur
Derman, calligraphy expert of [RCI-
CA. and Mr. Mohammed Tamimi,
Head of Heritage Section of 1CPICH,
who are in charge of the project. The
materials to be included in the book
were examined, Mr. Derman and Mr.
Tamimi continued the work in Cairo
for one week, together with Mr.
Khaled Sayed Ibrahim, They met with
the late calligrapher’s students, made
interviews, collected relerences, At
the end, the main sections to be
included in the book were deter-
mined as follows: the life of Sayed
thiahim, his training in art and litera-
ture, his occupations and workplaces,
his artistic and literary carcer, his stu-
dents, reproductions of his selected
works, and photographs. The boaok is
planned to be published by the year
2000, on the occasion of the Fifth
International Calligraphy
Competition.
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Demise of the well-known Egyptian
calligrapher Mohammed Abdul Kader
Abdullah

hie Intermational
Commission is saddened 1o learn that |
well-known Egyvptian ealligrapher
Mr, Mohammed Abdul Kader
Abdullah pased away on 30 April
1997, after a long period of illness,
The late Abdul Kader Abdullah ren-
dered innumerable services 1o the
advancement of classical ealligraphy
and its promotion among the young
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generations. He tanght numerous stu
dents from Egypt and other coun-
tries. M. Abdul Kader Abdullah was a
Jury member in the Second and Third
International Calligraphy
Competitions organised by ICPICH
in 1289 and 1992 in the names of
Yagqut al-Mustasimi and Tbhn
el-Bewwab respectively. He was an
authority, known and respected for
his accurate and objective observa-
ttans,

Mohamed Abdul Kader Abdullah
was borm in Cairo on 24 March 1917
After his first=level education at
Mazir Aga school, he entered the
Khalil Aga Medrese: After this
medrese was attached to the
Calligraphic Art School established in
1920, he was taught calligraphy by
Mohammed Ridivan All. He won the
First Prize in the “First Among the
Best" Calligraphy Competition in
1935, although he was the youngest
participant. He received his diploma
and was récruited by the Land
Registry Office as calligrapher. He
tiade fast progress in his career and
wits promoted to the post of .
Inspector by 1967. Among his teach-
ers were Sheikh Al Badawi,
Mohammed Ridwan Ali, Mohammedd
[brahim Al-Efendi, Mohamimed
Gharib Al-Arabi, Najib Hawawini,
Mohammed Ali Makkawi, and Sayed
Ibrahim.
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New IRCICA Publication

'rr.l.‘ %
Renenrch Cawre “'_"'"
fow Ialamas Hestory,
Aot and Colpurg JIRCICAY

Eibliography on

Manuscripl Libraries
in Turkey and
the Publications on the
Manuscripts Located
in these Libraries

Bibliography on Manuscript Libraries in
Turkey and the Publications on the
Manuscripts Located in these Libraries,
prepared by Nimet Bayraktar and Mihin
Lugal, Edited by Ekmeleddin Ihsanogly,
Istanbul 1996, 337p.

Thi:‘- book resulted from research
conducted in the libraries of Turkey
which have collections of manu-
scripts. 1ts purpese is two-fold: on
the one hand, it 15 an extensive hibli-
ography of the manuseripts, on the
other hand, 1t is a guide book of man-
uscript libraries, In the section devot-

ed 1o each library, there s informa-
tion on its address and affiliation, its
collections, the number of manu-
scripts it contains and their distribu-
tionaccording to language, its cam-
logue, particularly already published
handlists and catalogues as well as
various publications and short histo-
ries about the library The previous
bibliographies that were published
about persons or subjects or about
the manuscripts located ina particu-
lar library, are also included in this
bibliography.

The Introduction by the Editor
reviews the developmens of libraries
and librarianship in Turkey. Prof. Dr,
Ekmeleddin [hsanoglu traces the his-
tory of librartes established in the
Ottoman period most of which were
[ounded as waqfs, by referring to the
deeds of these wagfs which are pri-
mary sources of information on this
subject He also reviews the develop-
ment of librarianship in the period of
the Turkish Republic, the accomplish-
ments of the Cataloguing
Commission established under the
Ministry of Education, and thevan-
ous catalogues of manuscripts pub-
lished in Turkey until the present
time,

The first part of the book consists
of two main sections: the firstis a
guide to the libraries, and the second
consists of a bibliography about these
libraries. The second part of the book
contains the bibliography of publica-
tions about the works located in the
collections of these libranes, arranged
in alphabetical order of the names of
authors. Indexes have been prepared
for names of authors, translators,
compilers, personal names cited in
titles, the titles of the articles and
books and the titles of works cited in
them. It is expected that this cata-
logue will be of great help to
reseatchers concerned.
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New IRCICA Publication

[24R

BOSNA-HERSER
~ FOCADA YOK EDILEN
TURK-ISLAM KULTUR ESERLERI

Larmtan “sriail

Candan Nemlicgil, Bosna—Hersek,
Foga'da Yok Edilen Tiirk-Islam Kiiltir
Eserler, (Bosnla and Hercegovina, the
Turkish-Islamic cultural works
destroyed in Focha), published by the
Wagf for Research on Islamic History,
Art and Culture, Istanbul 1896 (in
Turkish, summary in English)

F ocha, one of the oldest towns of
Bosnia and Hercegoving, possesses a
rich architectural heritage that was
built through continual public works
over a period of 450 years from 1463
1o 1878, However, the
Austrian-Hungarian wars, later,

World Wars [ and 11, and finally, the
1992-1905 war, destroyed a great
part of this architectural heritage and
damaged the rest. On basis of mostly
first=hand historical sources, the
author of this book determines over
two thousand structures including
mosques, schools, towers, houses,
shops, and other public buildings in
Focha. Following introductory chap-
ters on the geographical features and
the history of the Focha region, she
studies the buildings dating from the
pre=Ottoman and Ottoman periods,
classifying them according to type.
This main part of the book s fol-
lowed by a chapter where she exam-
ines the inscriptions found on monu-
ments and gravestones and which are
related to these buildings. The reader
will also find a list of the destroyed
monuments classified according to
centuries, a review of news and arti-
cles published in the press about the
cultural heritage destroyed in Focha
during the war, a bibliography of ref-
erences, and pictures and plans.
Nemlioglu had visited Focha before
the war, in 1990, for a study on the
Alaca mosque. She participated in the
Mostar 2004 archutectural workshep
in 1995 to imtroduce the town of
Focha to the participants. Over those
years, as her research on the monu-
ments of Focha continued, her sor-
row in the face of their destruction
grew continuously. This lead her o
prepare this book in an effort to con-
tribute to making this historical her-
itage better known in the world.
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The Art of Islamic Calligraphy in Japanese

PR QUTE

eibonsha Lid.,

Publishers. Tokvo, produced the
Japanese edition of the scholarly and
artistic album The Art of lslamic
Calligraphy

The book was translated into
Japanese by Mr. Kouichi Honda, eal-
ligrapher and specialist in the Arabic
language.

C T L T
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The album was originally pub-
lished by IRCICA, first in Arabic
(prepared by Ugur Derman, edited
and introduced by Ekmeleddin
Lhsanogiu, listorical overview pre
pared with the contrbutions of Nihat
Cetin, translated into Arabic by Salih
Sadawi Salih, 1stanbul, 1990} and
later in Turkish (Istanbul, 1992). An
English edition is presently unde:
print.

The Japanese edition, prepared
and published by Heibonsha Lid. in
1996, will cerminly contribute in
introducing the art of calligraphy to a
large Japanese readership. It will also
be a valuable addivion 1o library col
lections

The historical introduction exien-
sively reviews the development of
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this art from the early times of the
Arabic script until the twentieth cen-
tury, The album part contains colour
reproductions of 192 calligraphies
dating rom the first centiury Hijra o
the present time, with annotations
about the writing style. major charac-
teristics of the works, and the callig-
raphers’ biographies.
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New IRCICA Publication

THE
ADVENT
OF
ISLAM
IN

KOREA

A Hiztorieal Accormsg

HEE-504 LEE

Hee-5Soo Les, Djemil, The Advent of

Islam in Korea: A Historical Account,

Foreword by Ekmeleddin Ihsanogiu,
IRGICA; Istanbul, 1997

I his book is a product of years ol
research conducted by the Korean
scholar Dr. Djemil Lee Hee-Soo
DPuring his doctorate studies in
']1:1'1<,:~1_,', Dr. Hee=So0 ravelled across
I]]'_" ﬂ'ﬂ||||'|||'!|' o L‘l.]‘]h"l': H'h'r{"”l:.'l."ﬁ: i'H.'
also visited Saudi Arabia, Tonisia and
England to find materials relevant to
his research. When completed, his
doctorate thesis was first published in
the Turkish language (1989}, Upon
IRCICAS proposal to publish an
English edition, he translated his
book inw English, With its subject
matter and geographic focus, the
book is expected to be a useful con-
tribution to lslamic studies and in
particular to research on the history
ol Eastern Asian nations,

A contribution to Islamic studies
and in particular to research on the
history of Eastern Asian nations

The first chapter of the book deals

with the commercial and cultural
relations between the 1slamic world
on one hand and China and Korea on
the other through the Marinme Silk
Road. Here, the author examines the
Arabic and Persian sources on the
korean peninsula written by Muslim
historians and geographers between
the 9th-15th centuries, and Korean
historical documents of the 11th cen
tury, The second chapter focuses on
korean-Islamic relations through the
Dasis Silk Road between the 13-16th
centuries. In this chapter, the wide
range of Islamic cultural and scientil-
ic influences upon Korea are dis-
cussed in detail. The third chapter
deals with socio—economic activities
ol the Turkic Muslim community
which was [ormed in Korea in the
19205 l]}' [urks whao came frum t!u:
LIS S:R. The '.1|:Ipt'nd1'.*.' ;.;i.\'ra snmimary
information on the conlemporary
Muslim community of Korea which
wis formed starting from 1955 by
Turkish soldiers who had participated
in the Korean War (1950-1053),



New IRCICA Pu!)lication

Curtains of the Haramein Sharifein, pre-
pared by Hilya Tezocan, edited by
Ahmad Mohammad 1ssa, transiated into
firabic by Tahsin Omer Tahaoglu, pref-
ice by Ekmeleddin lhsanoglu; IRCICA,
|stanbul, 1997

-
“ ith a historical and technical
intioduetion on the curiains of
Haramein Sharilein in the first pan,

and a catalogue of the curtains kept
in the Topkap: Palace Museum in its
second part, this book is expected 1o
draw large readership. The catalogue
m isell s divided into five sections.
The first section is related to the cur-
tains of the door of the Holy Ka'ba
(entries no. 1-18), the second 1o the
curiains covering its outer surface
(no. 19-26), the third to the belis of
the Haoly Ka'ba (no. 27—44}, the
fourth to the covers of the tomb of
the Prophet in the Garden of the
Prophet (Rawda al-Mutahhara) (no.
45-539), and the fifth to the belts of
these covers in the Garden of the
Prophet (no. 60-67). These articles of
highest historical and artistic value
rellect the best of the weaving and
embroidery arts of the Ottoman peri-
od. The oldest artifact in the collec-
tion is dated 9530 H./1543-1544, cor-
responding to the period of Sultan
Suleyman the Lawmakers reipn.

As known, starting from Yivuz
Sultan Selim (1512-1520), the
Caliphs sent curtains and many other
articles and gifts to the Holy Ka'ba in
Meeen and 1o the Garden of the
Prophet in Medina every year, in
order to protect, preserve and deco-
rate these Holy Places. Annual Surra
processions took place on this ocea-
sion. The curtains which were
replaced by new ones were brought
back to the Palace in Istanbul as a
blessing, and again met with official
ceremonies: In the period of the
Turkish Republic, these curtmins were
placed among the rare artifacts in the
Topkam Palace Museum. In recent
years, the Museum’s specialists in
cooperation with IRCICA have classi
fied the collection; Dir. Hiilya Tezcan,
expert researcher in the Museum,
prepated the catalogue. The book is
expected to contribute in making this
particular aspect of Islamic history
better known
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