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IRCICA PUBLICATIONS 

The f o l l o w i n g IRCICA p u b l i c a t i o n s and documentary f i l m s can be ordered 
from the Centre by a l e t t e r addressed t o the a t t e n t i o n of the "Book Sales 
Section": 

Catalogue of I s l a m i c Medical Manuscripts, 1985, 625 pp. (main p a r t i n 
Ar., preface i n Eng.), US$ 30.- plus package and postage. 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l D i r e c t o r y of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l I n s t i t u t i o n s , 
1984, 350 pp. (Eng., preface i n Fr. and A r . ) , US$ 10.- plus package and 
postage. 

L'EnseiRnement Arabo-Islamique au Senegal, Dr. Mamadou Ndiaye, 1985, 260 
pp. (Fr.,preface i n Eng., A r . ) , US$ 10.- plus package and postage. 

Video Cassettes 

The f o l l o w i n g documentary f i l m s prepared by the Centre are now a v a i l a b l e 
on a s i n g l e cassette i n Arabic (English t e x t enclosed w i t h the c a s s e t t e ) . 
D i f f u s i o n system i s PAL. Cassette type t o be s p e c i f i e d (VHS/ BETAMAX). 
Pr i c e : US$ 30.-. 

* " L i f e and Works of the Late C a l l i g r a p h e r Hamid Al-Amidi (Aytac) and 
C a l l i g r a p h i c A r t s " 

* " A r t s of I l l u m i n a t i o n and G i l d i n g " . 

Continued i n s i d e the back cover 



EDITORIAL 
I n the next page our readers w i l l 
f i n d news about the F i f t h I s l a m i c 
Summit Conference, held l a s t Jan­
uary i n Kuwait; an important event 
t h a t found much echo on an i n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l scale. The moment was 
c r u c i a l indeed, given the i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l circumstances, as was the 
s t r e n g t h of w i l l f o r s o l i d a r i t y t o 
master the d i f f i c u l t i e s . One mani­
f e s t a t i o n of t h i s w i l l was t h a t the 
conference named i t s e l f the 
" I s l a m i c S o l i d a r i t y Summit". As 
expressed by His Highness Sheikh 
Jaber Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah, Amir of 
Kuwait and President of the 5th 
I s l a m i c Summit i n h i s i n a u g u r a l 
speech, Muslims a l l over the w o r l d 
are u n i t e d by t h e i r f a i t h and 
should t h e r e f o r e l i v e i n u n i t y and 
s o l i d a r i t y , so t h a t they can over­
come the obstacles h i n d e r i n g t h e i r 
progress. I n t h i s speech which was 
then adopted as an o f f i c i a l docu­
ment of the conference, the P r e s i ­
dent also s a i d the O r g a n i s a t i o n of 
the I s l a m i c Conference should en­
deavour f o r the u n i t y of mankind, 
human d i g n i t y and the e l i m i n a t i o n 
of i n t o l e r a n c e . I n a d d i t i o n t o the 
discussions and r e s o l u t i o n s on 
numerous cooperation* issues, the 
Conference thus provided f o r a re­
a f f i r m a t i o n and r e c o n f i r m a t i o n of 
I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s ' f i r m i n t e n t i o n 
t o strengthen t h e i r u n i t y and 
increase t h e i r c o operation. 

C u l t u r a l issues found, as u s u a l , 
an important place on the agenda 
of the Summit. The r e p o r t about the 
accomplishments of IRCICA was re 
viewed and a p o s i t i v e , commending 
and a p p r e c i a t i v e r e s o l u t i o n f o l ­
lowed. The Summit also expressed 
s a t i s f a c t i o n over the successful 
r e a l i s a t i o n s of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Commission f o r the P r e s e r v a t i o n of 
I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l Heritage (ICPICH) 
i n i t s p e r t i n e n t r e s o l u t i o n . 

Apart from the Summit news, t h i s 
issue f e a t u r e s , as u s u a l , I s l a m i c 
c u l t u r a l and a r t i s t i c events; the 
c u l t u r a l news s e c t i o n b e n e f i t e d 
g r e a t l y from the responses t o the 
c i r c u l a r l e t t e r sent t o our readers 
t o g e t h e r w i t h the l a s t issue, r e ­
questing t h e i r k i n d c o n t r i b u t i o n 
i n p r o v i d i n g news about the a c t i ­
v i t i e s of t h e i r i n s t i t u t i o n . We 
would l i k e t o take t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y 
t o thank those who responded by 
sending brochures and other w r i t t e n 
i n f o r m a t i o n . We hope others w i l l 
do the same, so t h a t we could be 
able t o expand the geographical 
coverage of our news sections even 
f u r t h e r and r e p o r t on events and 
developments o c c u r r i n g i n places 
even remotest from our immediate 
environment. 

The Heritage Commission supplement 
includes excerpts from comments and 
observations about the F i r s t I n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l C a l l i g r a p h y Competition 
which was f i n a l i s e d l a s t December. 
Such observations e i t h e r appeared 
i n the press or were sent by the 
p a r t i c i p a n t s i n the c o m p e t i t i o n . 
I t was a r e a l pleasure f o r the 
Heritage Commission and i t s Secre­
t a r i a t , IRCICA, t o take note of the 
general i n t e r e s t shown t o both the 
King Fahd Awards i n I s l a m i c A r c h i ­
t e c t u r e and the C a l l i g r a p h y Compe 
t i t i o n . We are happy t o announce 
t h a t the winners of these competi­
t i o n s w i l l r e c e i v e t h e i r p r i z e s i n 
the coming weeks; thus we hope t o 
r e p o r t about the award d i s t r i b u ­
t i o n ceremonies i n our next issue. 

Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu 



THE FIFTH ISLAMIC SUMMIT 
Kuwait, January 1987 

The F i f t h I s l a m i c Conference o f 
S o v e r e i g n s and Heads o f S t a t e s and 
Governments was h e l d on 26-29 Jan­
u a r y 1987 i n t h e S t a t e o f K u w a i t , 
upon t h e i n v i t a t i o n o f H i s Highness 
S h e i k h J a b i r Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah, 
Amir o f Kuwait and f o l l o w i n g a r e ­
s o l u t i o n o f t h e p r e v i o u s Summit 
Conference (Casablanca, Morocco, 
Ja n u a r y 1983) . 

F o u r t y - f o u r Member S t a t e s p a r t i ­
c i p a t e d i n t h e Summit, and t w e n t y -
e i g h t i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
and i n s t i t u t i o n s were r e p r e s e n t e d 
as o b s e r v e r s . The Summit was a me­
m o r a b l e e v e n t a t a c r u c i a l moment 
and under d i f f i c u l t r e g i o n a l and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s ; t h e 
v e r y f a c t t h a t i t c o u l d be h e l d on 
s c h e d u l e s u f f i c e s t o show t h e im­
p o r t a n c e I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s g i v e t o 
c o o p e r a t i o n and s o l i d a r i t y among 
t h e m s e l v e s . The h i g h r a t e o f par­
t i c i p a t i o n and h i g h l e v e l o f re ­
p r e s e n t a t i o n a l s o a t t e s t e d t o t h e 

w i l l o f t h e s e c o u n t r i e s t o overcome 
t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s and s o l v e t h e 
d i s a g r e e m e n t s i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e ­
l a t i o n s . The Summit was a r e a l 
success b o t h f o r t h e s e reasons and 
w i t h r e s p e c t t o i t s r e s u l t s . 

The C o n f e r e n c e o f S o v e r e i g n s and 
Heads o f S t a t e s and Governments was 
preceded by two o t h e r i m p o r t a n t 
m e e t i n g s : t h e M e e t i n g o f S e n i o r 
O f f i c i a l s o f t h e OIC Member S t a t e s 
and t h e P r e p a r a t o r y I s l a m i c Confer­
ence o f M i n i s t e r s o f F o r e i g n Af­
f a i r s . The f i r s t m e e t i n g opened on 
12 J a n u a r y and e l a b o r a t e d t h e 
agenda and t h e work programme o f 
t h e M i n i s t e r i a l m e e t i n g w h i c h t o o k 
p l a c e on 22-25 J a n u a r y under t h e 
C h a i r m a n s h i p o f His E x c e l l e n c y 
S h e i k h Sabah Al-Ahmad A l - J a b i r , 
Deputy Prime M i n i s t e r and M i n i s t e r 
o f F o r e i g n A f f a i r s o f K u w a i t . T h i s 
m e e t i n g p r e p a r e d t h e d r a f t agenda 
o f t h e Summit. 
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On the other hand, three Commis­
sions met to prepare the d r a f t r e ­
s o l u t i o n s t h a t were t o be submitted 
t o the c o n s i d e r a t i o n and approval 
of the Summit: the P o l i t i c a l Af­
f a i r s Commission, the Economic and 
F i n a n c i a l A f f a i r s Commission and 
the Commission f o r C u l t u r a l , S o c i a l 
and I n f o r m a t i o n A f f a i r s . 

The Summit Conference was inaugu­
r a t e d by His Highness Sheikh J a b i r 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, the Amir of Ku­
w a i t . Then, the ̂ Prime M i n i s t e r of 
Morocco pronounced a speech i n the 
name of His Majesty King Hassan TI 
who was the Chairman of the 4th 
I s l a m i c Summit. A f t e r t h i s speech, 
H.H. the Amir of Kuwait was unani­
mously e l e c t e d Chairman of the 5th 
Summit. Addressing the Summit, the 
Chairman pointed out t h a t problems 
f a c i n g I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s can only 
be solved through close cooperation 
and mutual assistance. He c a l l e d 
upon the Is l a m i c c o u n t r i e s t o en­
deavour t o e s t a b l i s h peace so t h a t 
a g l o r i o u s f u t u r e be secured f o r 
them, based on t h e i r f a i t h , t h e i r 
c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e and t h e i r b e l i e f 

i n the d i g n i t y of man. Then, H.M. 
King Hussain of Jordan, H.E. Zia 
u l Haq, President of Pakistan and 
H.E. Abdou Diouf, President of Se­
negal spoke i n the name of Arab, 
Asian and A f r i c a n d e l e g a t i o n s . H.E. 
Mr. Syed S h a r i f u d d i n Pirzada, Sec­
r e t a r y General of the OIC also ad­
dressed the Summit; he mentioned, 
among o t h e r s , t h a t the serious i s ­
sues of concern f o r I s l a m i c count­
r i e s are the problem of P a l e s t i n e 
and Al-Quds, the problem of the 
Middle East, the t h r e a t s t o Islam­
i c c u l t u r e and c i v i l i s a t i o n and 
the obstacles h i n d e r i n g economic 
and s o c i a l progress. 

I n a d d i t i o n t o the numerous issues 
on i t s agenda, the Summit took up, 
duri n g i t s working sessions, the 
a c t i v i t i e s and accomplishments of 
d i f f e r e n t OIC bodies and organs. 
The r e s o l u t i o n No: IS/5-87/CSI/REV2 
concerning IRCICA was an apprecia­
t i v e one. P r e v i o u s l y , IRCICA had 
been represented at the T h i r d 
(Saudi Arabia, 1981) and Fourth 
(Morocco, 1984) Summit Conferences 
and the r e s o l u t i o n s of these con­
ferences had also been encouraging 
f o r the Centre. 

Amir of Kuwait H.H.Sheikh Jabir Ahmad Al-Sabah with Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Affairs Minister H.E. Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jabir (right) 

and OIC Secretary General H.E.Syed Sharifuddin Pirzada (left) 



I n the o p e r a t i v e paragraphs of i t s 
r e s o l u t i o n concerning IRCICA, the 
Summit 

1. Approves the r e p o r t submitted 
by the Centre i n c l u d i n g the work 
programme f o r the year 1986-87; 

2. Expresses i t s g r a t i t u d e t o the 
Government of Turkey f o r the 
a l l o c a t i o n of Yaveran b u i l d i n g 
t o the Centre and the support 
given d u r i n g the r e s t o r a t i o n , 
by the Tu r k i s h Government, as 
w e l l as the i n s t i t u t i o n s and 
p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s who made the 
r e s t o r a t i o n p o s s i b l e w i t h t h e i r 
v o l u n t a r y c o n t r i b u t i o n s ; 

3. C a l l s upon the Member States, 
i n s t i t u t i o n s and p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s 
from the Muslim world t o con­
t i n u e t o support the Centre i n 
f u r n i s h i n g and equipping the 
newly r e s t o r e d b u i l d i n g accord­
ing t o the needs and r e q u i r e ­
ments of the Centre; 

4. Expresses i t s a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r 
the e f f o r t s of the Centre as 
represented by i t s successful 
achievements and work; 

5. Requests Member States t o pay 
t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n s r e g u l a r l y 
i n order t o enable the Centre 
t o c a r r y out i t s work programme 
i n a more e f f e c t i v e manner. 

Contacts made i n Kuwait 
d u r i n g the p e r i o d of the Summit 

During the p e r i o d of the 5th Sum­
m i t Conference, the d e l e g a t i o n of 
IRCICA headed by i t s D i r e c t o r Ge­
n e r a l had s e v e r a l f r u i t f u l meetings 
w i t h p e r s o n a l i t i e s and i n s t i t u t i o n s 
i n Kuwait. 

D i r e c t o r General Prof. Dr. Ekmel-
eddin Ihsanoglu met among others 
the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of I s l a m i c 
c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s a t the Sum­
m i t . Talks were held concerning 
d i f f e r e n t aspects of cooperation 
between IRCICA and these i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s . He also v i s i t e d , w i t h 
researcher Mr.Ahmed L a j i m i , the 

headquarters of the I n s t i t u t e of 
Arab Manuscripts of the Arab League 
Edu c a t i o n a l , C u l t u r a l and S c i e n t i ­
f i c O r g a n i s a t i o n (ALECSO) as w e l l 
as the F a c u l t y of L e t t e r s of Kuwait 
U n i v e r s i t y and the C e n t r a l L i b r a r y 
of the same u n i v e r s i t y , t o discuss 
the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of f u r t h e r coo­
p e r a t i o n w i t h these i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
The Centre's d e l e g a t i o n also v i ­
s i t e d the e x h i b i t i o n organised by 
"Dar u l Athar" (House of A n t i q u i ­
t i e s ) of Kuwait nearby the confer­
ence h a l l ; a r t e f a c t s d a t i n g back 
t o the f i r s t c e n t u r i e s H i j r a and 
i n c l u d i n g r a r e manuscripts and co­
pies of the Qur'an, as w e l l as ce­
ramics, p o t t e r y and metalwork were 
di s p l a y e d i n t h i s e x h i b i t i o n . 



IRCICA NEWS 
EXHIBITIONS 

" A c t i v i t i e s of the I s l a m i c 
Development Bank and Subsidiary 
Organs of the QIC" introduced on 
the occasion of the IDB Meeting 

The exhibition: Turkish Minister of 
State and Dep. Prime Minister H.E. 
Kaya Erdem in the middle and OIC 
Secretary General on his left 

IRCICA organised an e x h i b i t i o n on 
the occasion of the Eleventh Annual 
Meeting of the Board of Governors 
of the I s l a m i c Development Bank, 
which was held on 28-29 March 1987 
i n I s t a n b u l . This meeting was 
inaugurated by H.E. Kenan Evren, 
President of the Republic of Turkey 
and held at the l e v e l of Finance 
M i n i s t e r s of the 44 member coun­
t r i e s of the Bank; main subjects 
discussed were the Bank's opera 
t i o n s d u r i n g the past f i s c a l year 
and various issues r e l a t e d t o i t s 
a c t i v i t i e s , such as cooperation 
w i t h other i n t e r n a t i o n a l organisa 
t i o n s and d i f f e r e n t c r e d i t schemes 
of the Bank. 

I n the evening of the i n a u g u r a t i o n , 
p a r t i c i p a n t s a t the meeting v i s i t e d 
the Y i l d i z Palace and saw the 
e x h i b i t i o n a t C i t Qasr. H.E.Mr. 
Kaya Erdem, M i n i s t e r of State and 
Deputy Prime M i n i s t e r , H.E.Mr. 
Kurtcebe Alptemocin, M i n i s t e r of 
Finance and H.E.Mr. Sudi T i i r e l , 

M i n i s t e r of Energy and N a t u r a l Re­
sources of Turkey were present at 
the i n a u g u r a t i o n of the e x h i b i t i o n . 
H.E.Mr. Syed S h a r i f u d d i n Pirzada, 
Secretary General of the OIC also 
v i s i t e d the e x h i b i t i o n . 

The e x h i b i t i o n c o nsisted of i l l u s ­
t r a t i o n s , graphs and documents r e ­
pr e s e n t i n g the a c t i v i t i e s of the 
I s l a m i c Development Bank and the 
thr e e OIC s u b s i d i a r y organs based 
i n Turkey, namely the S t a t i s t i c a l , 
Economic and S o c i a l Research and 
T r a i n i n g Centre f o r I s l a m i c Coun­
t r i e s (SESRTCIC, Ankara), the I n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r the 
Pr e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l 
Heritage (ICPICH) and IRCICA. The 
p u b l i c a t i o n s of these f o u r i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s were also d i s p l a y e d . The 
aim of the e x h i b i t i o n was t o pro­
vide an overview of these a c t i v i ­
t i e s . I t continued a f t e r the Board 
of Governors meeting and proved t o 
be very u s e f u l i n g i v i n g an account 
of the accomplishments made by 
these f o u r i n s t i t u t i o n s of I s l a m i c 
c o u n t r i e s , two of which work i n the 
c u l t u r a l f i e l d and the two others 
i n the economic f i e l d . The event 
was also an example of the coope­
r a t i o n t h a t e x i s t s between the IDB 
and IRCICA. H.E.Dr. Ahmed Muhammed 
A l i , President of the I s l a m i c De 
velopment Bank had v i s i t e d IRCICA 
before the e x h i b i t i o n , on 24 Feb­
ruary 1987, t o re c e i v e up-to-date 
i n f o r m a t i o n about i t s a c t i v i t i e s . 

OIC Secretary General H.E.S.S.Pirzada 
and Secretary General of World Islam-
mlc Call Society, Tripoli H.E. Dr.H. 
Ahmed Al-Sharlf r e c e i v e information 
on IRCICA's photographic archives 
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Indonesian p a i n t e r Trinawangwulan E x h i b i t i o n of IRCICA's p u b l i c a t i o n s 
at Cairo Book F a i r 

I n the week of 6 January 1987, 
IRCICA hosted an e x h i b i t i o n by the 
Indonesian a r t i s t Trinawangwulan. 
The a r t i s t was v i s i t i n g Turkey 
w i t h i n the framework of the Indo­
nesian-Turkish c u l t u r a l cooperation 
agreement and had dis p l a y e d her 
works i n Ankara l a s t December, be­
f o r e coming t o I s t a n b u l . 

Trinawangwulan (second from right) 
at her exhibition, with the Indone 

sian Embassy staff 

The p a i n t i n g s r e f l e c t e d two d i f ­
f e r e n t o u t l o o k s ; w h i l e some had an 
e x t r o v e r t c h a r a c t e r , such as 
sketches of the panorama, others 
were of an a b s t r a c t and f i g u r a t i v e 
nature. Trinawangwulan i s , indeed, 
a very t a l e n t e d p a i n t e r . A f t e r 
performing s e v e r a l e x h i b i t i o n s i n 
Indonesia, she represented her 
country a t the ASEAN Youth P a i n t i n g 
E x h i b i t i o n and Workshop i n Bangkok, 
Thailand i n 1983. Before coming t o 
Turkey, she had a se r i e s of e x h i ­
b i t i o n s i n the Federal Republic of 
Germany. 

The 19th Cairo I n t e r n a t i o n a l Book 
F a i r was held from 20 January t o 2 
February 1987. IRCICA p a r t i c i p a t e d 
i n t h i s f a i r f o r the f o u r t h time 
t h i s year, but i t was the f i r s t 
time t h a t i t displayed i t s books 
i n the sales s e c t i o n . Samples of 
a l l works published by the Centre 
u n t i l now were presented t o the 
b o o k s e l l e r s , p u b l i s h e r s , book 
lov e r s and the general p u b l i c 
v i s i t i n g the f a i r . 

The 19th Cairo Book F a i r was inau­
gurated by H.E. Hosni M'barek, Head 
of State of Egypt; 52 c o u n t r i e s 
p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the event apart 
from the host country and the f a i r 
was v i s i t e d by about 8 m i l l i o n 
people. 

CONFERENCES/MEETINGS 

C o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h the Foundation 
f o r Studies on Turkish-Arab 
Relations f o r the c o r r e c t i o n of 
textbooks 

A d e l e g a t i o n of the Foundation f o r 
Studies on Turkish-Arab R e l a t i o n s 
based i n I s t a n b u l v i s i t e d Cairo 
from 24 February t o 3 March 1987. 
The aim of the v i s i t was t o discuss 
various aspects of Turkish-Egyptian 
r e l a t i o n s w i t h Egyptian a u t h o r i t i e s 
and g i v e conferences on the sub­
j e c t . IRCICA D i r e c t o r General Prof. 
Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu who i s 
a member of the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
Council of the Foundation, was also 
i n the d e l e g a t i o n i n the context 
of the f r u i t f u l cooperation estab-
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l i s h e d between IRCICA and the 
Foundation. His purpose was t o 
i n i t i a t e and develop cooperation 
aiming t o c o r r e c t the e r r o r s or 
m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s e x i s t i n g i n 
textbooks on h i s t o r y , geography and 
other s o c i a l d i s c i p l i n e s and which 
might lead t o misunderstandings 
among the n a t i o n s . As known, one 
of the major o b j e c t i v e s of IRCICA 
as mentioned i n i t s S t a t u t e i s t o 
endeavour t o c o r r e c t the erroneous 
i n f o r m a t i o n contained i n some 
textbooks of I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s as 
regards other Muslim n a t i o n s , i n 
order t o prevent any misunder­
standings such e r r o r s may cause 
among the f u t u r e generations. 

Lectures were given by the delega­
t i o n a t a meeting organised on 26 
February a t the F a c u l t y of L e t t e r s 
of Ain Shams U n i v e r s i t y under the 
presidence of Prof.Dr. Abdulaziz 
Nawar, Dean of the Fa c u l t y and w i t h 
the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of around AO 
Egyptian scholars and h i s t o r i a n s . 
At t h i s meeting, Ambassador ( r e t . ) 
Mr. I s m a i l Soysal, Head of the 
Foundation gave a l e c t u r e on h i s 
i n s t i t u t i o n and i t s a c t i v i t i e s and 
IRCICA. D i r e c t o r General presented 
a study on the contents of the 
h i s t o r y textbooks used i n Egyptian 
schools between 1912-1980 from the 
p o i n t of view of Turkish-Arab r e ­
l a t i o n s . On the other hand, Mr. 
I s m a i l Soysal and Prof.Dr.Ekmel-
eddin ihsanoglu were r e c e i v e d by 
the Deputy Prime M i n i s t e r and Mi­
n i s t e r of Foreign A f f a i r s of Egypt 
H.E.Dr. Ahmed Ismat Abdul-Meguid, 
the Deputy M i n i s t e r of Foreign Af­
f a i r s H.E.Mr.Wafaa Hegazi, the Mi­
n i s t e r of N a t i o n a l Education H.E. 
Prof. Ahmed F a t h i Surur, and the 
Undersecretary of the same M i n i s t r y 
Mrs. Soraya Abdallah. During the 
di s c u s s i o n s , g u i d e l i n e s were e l a ­
borated f o r the stu d i e s t o be un­
dertaken on textbooks. 

"Arousing s c i e n t i f i c s p i r i t " 
towards the 21st Century 

The Fourth Congress of the "Ay-
d i n l a r . Ocagi" ( S o c i e t y of the 
learned) i n I s t a n b u l was held bet­
ween 24-26 A p r i l 1987. Papers and 
discussions of the meeting were 
centered on the f o l l o w i n g themes: 
promotion of n a t i o n a l c u l t u r e , 
economic and s o c i a l development, 
and "main n a t i o n a l o b j e c t i v e s i n 
view of the 21st Century" w i t h an 
emphasis on the youth and i t s 
problems. IRCICA D i r e c t o r General 
Prof.Dr.Ekmeleddin ihsanoglu had 
been i n v i t e d a t the meeting t o 
elab o r a t e upon the issue of "Arous­
ing s c i e n t i f i c s p i r i t " w i t h the 
21st Century i n p e r s p e c t i v e . I n h i s 
paper, the D i r e c t o r General empha­
sized the importance of s c i e n t i f i c 
m e n t a l i t y and s c i e n t i f i c research 
and development as the fou n d a t i o n 
stones of t e c h o l o g i c a l advancement. 
He explained t h a t those developing 
c o u n t r i e s which do not possess the 
s c i e n t i f i c knowledge would be bound 
t o depend c o n t i n u o u s l y on developed 
c o u n t r i e s i n order t o o b t a i n the 
technologies necessary f o r deve­
lopment. He u n d e r l i n e d the need f o r 
t r a n s f e r r i n g science, e s t a b l i s h i n g 
n a t i o n a l s c i e n t i f i c i n s t i t u t i o n s 
and p r o v i d i n g the necessary s c i e n ­
t i f i c and t e c h n o l o g i c a l manpower 
so t h a t o r i g i n a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o 
science be made p o s s i b l e . He 
pointed out t h a t the main impetus 
would above a l l come from a 
nation-wide i n t e r e s t i n science, 
at a l l l e v e l s of the s o c i e t y . He 
mentioned some measures t h a t could 
be taken i n order t o arouse such 
i n t e r e s t by c r e a t i n g a s c i e n t i f i c 
s p i r i t and m e n t a l i t y e s p e c i a l l y 
among the youth, i n view of the 
development of sciences i n the next 
century. 



J o i n t o r g a n i s a t i o n of a Symposium 
on the H i s t o r y of Science 

Inauguration; (left to right) TRCZCA 
Director General, Deputy Dealt of the 
Fac. of L e t t e r s Assoc.Prof.Dr.Haluk 
Abbasoglu, and Head of Ataturk 
Cultural Centre Prof.Dr.Aydm Sayili 

1RC1CA c o l l a b o r a t e d w i t h the Fa­
c u l t y of A r t s , Department of His­
t o r y of Science of I s t a n b u l Uni­
v e r s i t y , i n the o r g a n i s a t i o n of 
the F i r s t Symposium on the H i s t o r y 
of Science. The symposium was 
inaugurated on 3 A p r i l 1987 at the 
conference h a l l of the u n i v e r s i t y . 
A f t e r the f i r s t day, i t continued 
at IRClCA's conference h a l l a t 
f i t Qasr on 4 and 5 A p r i l . The 
main theme of the symposium was the 
" A c t i v i t i e s and P u b l i c a t i o n s of 
S c i e n t i f i c and P r o f e s s i o n a l Socie 
t i e s i n the Ottoman State and Eva­
l u a t i o n of t h e i r C o n t r i b u t i o n s t o 
the Establishment and Development 
of Modern Sciences". Eminent scho­
l a r s working i n the f i e l d of the 
h i s t o r y of science and r e l a t e d 
subjects p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the sym­
posium. Among the 16 research pa­
pers presented were "Cemiyet-i 11-
miyye (The S c i e n t i f i c Society) and 
Mecmua- i Ulum ( t h e Jo u r n a l of 
Sciences)" ( P r o f . Dr. Ekmeleddin 
i h s a n o g l u ) ; "The pharmacological 
s o c i e t i e s i n the p e r i o d of the Ot­
toman Empire" ( P r o f . Dr. Turhan 
Baytop); "Medical s o c i e t i e s i n the 
Ottoman S t a t e " (Prof.Dr. Ekrem 
Kadri Unat); "The Tu r k i s h Medical 

Society (Cemiyet-i T i b b i y e - i §a-
hane) and i t s c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o 
the development of medicine" ( P r o f . 
Dr. Hiisrev Hatemi, Prof. Dr. Aykut 
K a z a n c i g i l ) ; " S o c i a l sciences 
and t r a n s l a t i o n s i n the Tanzimat 
Perio d " (Assoc.Prof, l i b e r Ortay-
l i ) ; "The Ottoman Engineering and 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l S o c i e t y " (Dr. Feza 
Giinergiin); "The c o n t r i b u t i o n of 
p e r i o d i c a l s t o the establishment 
of s c i e n t i f i c m e n t a l i t y and i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s " (Dr. Orhan K o l o g l u ) . 
Thus, the meeting covered the 
learned s o c i e t i e s e s t a b l i s h e d i n 
the Ottoman p e r i o d t o deal w i t h 
medicine, pharmaceutics, v e t e r i n a r y 
sciences, engineering, a r c h i t e c ­
t u r e , and evaluated t h e i r c o n t r i ­
b utions t o the t r a n s f e r and estab­
lishment of modern sciences i n the 
Ottoman State. This was the f i r s t 
meeting i n a s e r i e s of symposia 
t h a t the Department of H i s t o r y of 
Science of I s t a n b u l U n i v e r s i t y 
plans t o organise w i t h the coo­
p e r a t i o n of 1RCICA. 

Photographs from Y i l d i z Albums 
presented a t the Erzurum Symposium 

The Eastern A n a t o l i a n c i t y o f Er­
zurum has played an important r o l e 
as a p o l i t i c a l , c u l t u r a l , economic 
and commercial centre throughout 
h i s t o r y , under the r u l e of the H i t -
t i t e s , the Byzantine, S e l j u k i d and 
Ottoman Empires and other c i v i l i ­
s a t i o n s since thousands of years. 
A symposium was organised from 11-
14 March 1987 at the A t a t u r k Uni­
v e r s i t y i n Erzurum i n order t o 
h i g h l i g h t the h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i ­
f i c a n c e of the c i t y from various 
p o i n t s of view, through paper pre­
s e n t a t i o n s and discu s s i o n s . The 
symposium was held under the pat­
ronage of H.E. Mr. Necmeddin Kara 
duman, President of the Grand Na­
t i o n a l Assembly of Turkey. 

1RC1CA D i r e c t o r General p a r t i c i ­
pated a t the symposium together 
w i t h Mr. Edip Ozkale, expert i n 
archives at IRC1CA, t o present a 
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l e c t u r e on "Erzurum i n H i s t o r i c a l 
Photographs". A f t e r g i v i n g i n f o r ­
mation on the Centre's photographic 
archives which c o n s i s t of the r e ­
productions of the Y x l d i z Photo­
graphic Albums and c o l l e c t i o n s of 
o r i g i n a l photographs, the D i r e c t o r 
General showed the s l i d e s of 43 
h i s t o r i c a l photographs of Erzurum 
selected from the Y i l d i z Albums, 
and provided explanations on each 
of them. 

F i f t h Meetinft of IRCICA's Governing 
Council scheduled f o r June 

The Governing Council of 1RC1CA 
w i l l meet t h i s year f o r the f i f t h 
t ime. Dates of the meeting have 
been f i x e d as 13-15 June 1987; the 
venue i s t o be Damascus, S y r i a , 
upon the i n v i t a t i o n of Dr. A f i f 
Bahnassi, D i r e c t o r General of the 
Museums and A n t i q u i t i e s Organisa­
t i o n of S y r i a and President of 
IRCICA's Governing Counc i l . The 
B'ourth Meeting of 1RC1CA Governing 
Council was held i n J u l y 1986 i n 
I s t a n b u l , a t the Centre's premises. 

SEMINARS/LECTURES 

The a r t of the book: Commemoration 
of Necmeddin Okyay 

A seminar was held i n IRCICA pre 
mises on 3 January 1987 t o eomme 
morate Mr. Necmeddin Okyay (1883-
1976), one of the g r e a t e s t f i g u r e s 
of the a r t of the book. Just as the 
previous seminars i n the s e r i e s , 
t h i s one too had a l a r g e audience 
which heard about the l i f e and 
works of the a r t i s t and scholar and 
saw s l i d e s showing samples of h i s 
works. The l e c t u r e r s were Prof. 
Ugur Derman, Prof.Dr. Kerim Si-
l i v r i l i and Prof. Emin B a r i n , 
scholars and experts i n I s l a m i c 
a r t s . 

Lectures on Necmeddin Okyay: Prof.Dr. 
Emin Barin on the left and Prof.Dr. 

Kerim Silivrili on the right 

One p a r t i c u l a r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of 
Mr. Okyay was t h a t he could recog­
nize an unsigned c a l l i g r a p h y at 
f i r s t s i g h t and i n d i c a t e the name 
of the c a l l i g r a p h e r as w e l l as the 
date when i t was w r i t t e n . He was 
a c t i v e i n almost a l l branches of 
a r t r e l a t e d t o book p r o d u c t i o n , 
such as c a l l i g r a p h y , g i l d i n g , 
marbled paper making, b i n d i n g , 
p r e p a r a t i o n of paper and i n k , e t c . 
and f o r t h i s reason he was known 
under the name of "Hezar-fen" (one 
having numerous c a p a b i l i t i e s ) . 

Mr. Okyay had learned the above 
a r t s from the g r e a t e s t masters of 
h i s time. Having f o l l o w e d c a l l i ­
graphy courses a t the Medresetu'l-
H a t t a t i n (school of c a l l i g r a p h y ) 
which had opened i n 1914, he 
s t a r t e d t o teach the a r t s of marbl­
ed paper and p r e p a r a t i o n of paper 
at the same school, s t a r t i n g w i t h 
1916. He created the marbled paper 
w i t h f l o w e r design, l a t e r known as 
"Necmeddin's ebru". On the other 
hand, he produced the best examples 
of c l a s s i c a l bookbinding and car­
r i e d out the r e s t o r a t i o n of the 
precious book covers at the L i b r a r y 
of Topkapi Palace i n I s t a n b u l . 
He continued t o t r a i n young a r t i s t s 



even a f t e r h i s r e t i r e m e n t from the 
State Academy of Fine A r t s of I s ­
tanbu l i n 1948. Apart from h i s 
works i n p r i v a t e c o l l e c t i o n s , some 
140 c a l l i g r a p h i e s of h i s are ac­
t u a l l y kept at the State Academy 
of Fine A r t s . 

Lecture on " N e s t a ' l i q " 
c a l l i g r a p h i c s t y l e 

1 
i 1 

1 i 1 
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A writing In the Nesta'liq style 

A l e c t u r e was given at the Centre 
on 7 February by Prof.Dr. A l i Alp-
a r s l a n , member of the Fac u l t y of 
L e t t e r s of I s t a n b u l U n i v e r s i t y , on 
the " N e s t a ' l i q " s t y l e of c a l l i ­
graphy. The l e c t u r e was open t o the 
p u b l i c , and was accompained by a 
s l i d e s show. 

As explained by the l e c t u r e r , 
" N e s t a ' l i q " s c r i p t was f i r s t deve­
loped by Persian c a l l i g r a p h e r s , on 
the basis of the " T a ' l i q " s t y l e 
which had appeared at the 11th 
century. " T a ' l i q " was mostly used 
i n governmental documentation and 
i n the correspondence w i t h f o r e i g n 
s t a t e s , and g e n e r a l l y not ap p l i e d 
i n s c h o l a r l y books. " T a ' l i q " was 
d i f f i c u l t to read because of the 
f a c t t h a t l e t t e r s were put against 
each other. Most probably, t h i s was 
the reason why " T a ' l i q " was slowly 
replaced by " N e s t a ' l i q " from the 
14th century onwards. Thus, "Nes­
t a ' l i q " s t a r t e d t o develop s t e a d i l y 
and reached p e r f e c t i o n i n the hands 
of I r a n i a n c a l l i g r a p h e r Imadul Ho-
seni at the beginning of the 17th 
century. U n t i l the 19th century, 
Imad remained as a master of c a l ­
l i g r a p h y envied and i m i t a t e d by 
Ottoman c a l l i g r a p h e r s , as w e l l as 
those of Centr a l Asia and I n d i a . 
However, s t a r t i n g w i t h the begin­
nings of the 19th century, Ottoman 
c a l l i g r a p h e r Yesarizade Mustafa 
i z z e t (1770-1849) succeeded i n 

c r e a t i n g a new Turkish " N e s t a ' l i q " 
t r a d i t i o n and t h e r e a f t e r , T u r k i s h 
c a l l i g r a p h e r s took the lead i n t h i s 
s t y l e and e s p e c i a l l y i n i t s " J a l i " . 
The most famous r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of 
the T u r k i s h " N e s t a ' l i q " school a f ­
t e r Yesarizade were A l i Haydar, 
Sami Efendi and Hulusi E f e n d i . 

Lecture on the " M o t i f s 
i n the A r t of T i l e s " 

The r i c h v a r i e t y of m o t i f s a p p l i e d 
on t i l e s were developed e s p e c i a l l y 
from the 16th Century onwards. Be­
f o r e , the p a t t e r n s were l i m i t e d 
both i n o r i g i n and number. S t a r t i n g 
w i t h the beginning of the said 
century, they gained an unprece­
dented l i v e l i n e s s and ri c h n e s s . 

Decorated plate made In the 
17th-18th Centuries 

This was the theme of a l e c t u r e 
given at IRC1CA on the 21st of 
March by Prof.Dr. Kerim S i l i v r i l i , 
V ice-President of Mimar Sinan Uni­
v e r s i t y i n I s t a n b u l and Head of the 
Department of T r a d i t i o n a l T u r k i s h 
Arts i n the same u n i v e r s i t y . The 
l e c t u r e was supported by s l i d e s of 
decorated t i l e works belonging to 
d i f f e r e n t c e n t u r i e s . 

Lecture on a masterpiece of 
r e l i g i o u s music: the " M i ' r a c c i y e " 

Another l e c t u r e was organised on 4 
A p r i l at IRCICA's conference h a l l ; 
i t was r e l a t e d t o the "M i ' r a c c i y e " , 
a piece of r e l i g i o u s music, equi­
v a l e n t to the Western " O r a t o r i o " . 
The l e c t u r e r Mr. Orhan Nasuhiog-
l u , researcher and author, gave 
i n f o r m a t i o n t o a la r g e audience 
about the "M i ' r a c c i y e " which was 
composed and l y r i c s w r i t t e n by the 
eminent musician Nayi Osman Dede 
who l i v e d i n the 17th and 18th 
c e n t u r i e s . 
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INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON MODERN 
SCIENCES AND THE MUSLIM WORLD 

"Science and Technology Transfer 
from the West t o the Muslim World 

from the Renaissance t o the 
Beginning of the 20th Century" 

I s t a n b u l , 2-4 September 1987 

Studies i n the f i e l d of h i s t o r y of 
science had been included i n the 
work programme of IRCICA t a k i n g 
i n t o account t h e i r n ecessity and 
importance, and upon the request 
of s c h o l a r l y c i r c l e s . The f i r s t 
products of these studies were the 
"Catalogue of I s l a m i c Medical 
Manuscripts i n the L i b r a r i e s of 
Turkey" and the "Annotated B i b l i o ­
graphy of the Early P r i n t e d Works 
on Chemistry (1830-1928)", which 
c o n s t i t u t e d r e s p e c t i v e l y the f i r s t 
two volumes i n the s e r i e s of "Stu­
dies and Sources on the H i s t o r y of 
Science". 

The next a c t i v i t y i n t h i s f i e l d 
w i l l be an i n t e r n a t i o n a l symposium 
to deal w i t h the t r a n s f e r of 
science and technology t o the Mus­
l i m World i n a l l branches of 
sciences and t o cover a consider­
ably long p e r i o d i n h i s t o r y . 

The t i t l e of' the symposium i s s e l f -
explanatory: "Science and Techno­
logy Transfer from the West to the 
Muslim World from the Renaissance 
to the Beginning of the 20th Cen­
t u r y " . I t i s going to be the F i r s t 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Symposium on "Modern 
Sciences and the Muslim World", t o 
be organised by IRCICA w i t h the 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n of the Department of 
H i s t o r y of Science, F a c u l t y of 
A r t s , U n i v e r s i t y of I s t a n b u l . Below 
i s summary i n f o r m a t i o n about the 
symposium: 

As known, w i t h the Renaissance, a 
new s c i e n t i f i c o utlook appeared i n 

the Western world and new s c i e n t i ­
f i c d i s c i p l i n e s and methods were 
e s t a b l i s h e d . This modern s c i e n t i f i c 
m i l i e u also gave b i r t h t o new 
techn o l o g i e s . The t r a n s f e r and 
d i f f u s i o n of these new sciences and 
technologies t o other p a r t s of the 
world c o n s t i t u t e s one of the major 
f i e l d s of study f o r the H i s t o r y of 
Science and C u l t u r e . 

I n t h i s framework, the p r i n c i p a l 
themes of the meeting w i l l be: 

1. Ways and forms of t r a n s f e r and 
i n t r o d u c t i o n of modern sciences 
and technology from the West t o 
the Muslim w o r l d ; 

2. Attempts of Muslim s t a t e s and 
s o c i e t i e s t o e s t a b l i s h t h e i r own 
s c i e n t i f i c i n s t i t u t i o n s and t o 
c o n t r i b u t e t o the advancement 
of sciences; 

3. E f f o r t s of Muslim s t a t e s and 
s o c i e t i e s t o apply the new 
te c h n o l o g i e s ; 

4. Repercussions of the new scien­
t i f i c o u t l o o k and new t e c h n o l o ­
gies on the Muslim s t a t e s , so­
c i e t i e s and i n d i v i d u a l s and the 
r e s u l t a n t a t t i t u d e s . 

Requests f o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n would 
be welcomed a t the Symposium Sec­
r e t a r i a t i n IRCICA u n t i l June 
1987 , as w e l l as the a b s t r a c t s of 
the papers, typed or p r i n t e d w i t h 
double spacing and not exceeding 
200 words. 

I t i s hoped t h a t the symposium 
w i l l provide a forum of mutual 
i n t e r e s t to researchers and scho­
l a r s of d i f f e r e n t d i s c i p l i n e s , 
whereby they would exchange views 
and i n f o r m a t i o n and put forward new 
ideas on the above-mentioned 
themes. 



01C ACTIVITIES 
The I s l a m i c U n i v e r s i t y of Uganda 
t o be opened next year 

The j o i n t Ugandan-OIC Commission 
i n charge w i t h the establishment 
of the I s l a m i c U n i v e r s i t y of Uganda 
completed i t s p r e p a r a t o r y s t u d i e s , 
under the chairmanship of Dr.Mu-
hammed Mukhtar Ould Bah, A s s i s t a n t 
Secretary General of OIC f o r Cul­
t u r a l and S o c i a l A f f a i r s and the 
I s l a m i c S o l i d a r i t y Fund and, on the 
Ugandan s i d e , the M i n i s t e r of Jus­
t i c e H.E. Mr.Sam Juba and the Mi­
n i s t e r of I n f o r m a t i o n H.E.Mr. Abu 
Bakr Mayanja. 

The j o i n t Commission reached an 
agreement on the p r i n c i p l e of 
in a u g u r a t i n g the u n i v e r s i t y f o r the 
coming academic year a f t e r com­
p l e t i n g a l l necessary f o r m a l i t i e s . 
I t decided t o i n s t i t u t e a j o i n t 
p l anning committee composed of the 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the OIC General-
S e c r e t a r i a t , the I s l a m i c S o l i d a r i t y 
Fund, the I s l a m i c Development Bank 
and the Government of Uganda which 
i s t o deal w i t h the l e g a l , academic 
and f i n a n c i a l issues r e l a t e d t o the 
establishment of the u n i v e r s i t y and 
to present a r e p o r t t o the Commis­
sio n . 

O f f i c i a l i n a u g u r a t i o n of the 
I s l a m i c U n i v e r s i t y of Niger 

The I s l a m i c U n i v e r s i t y of Niger has 
been o f f i c i a l l y inaugurated under 
the high patronage of the President 
of the Republic of Niger H.E. Seyni 
Kountche. Dr. Mohammed Jamil Kha-
y a t , President of the U n i v e r s i t y 
took the f l o o r a t the ceremony and 
poin t e d out t h a t the establishment 
of t h i s u n i v e r s i t y by the OIC would 
be a memorable accomplishment i n 
the development of sciences, know­
ledge and I s l a m i c c u l t u r e i n the 
re g i o n . He sai d t h a t the number of 
students a t the Fa c u l t y of Arabic 
and I s l a m i c Studies, which was the 

f i r s t f a c u l t y t o s t a r t t e aching, 
was 105, and t h a t these students 
came not only from Niger but also 
from M a l i , Chad, M a u r i t a n i a , Bur­
kin a Faso, N i g e r i a , I v o r y Coast, 
Senegal and Guinea. Dr. Mohammed 
Mukhtar Ould Bah, A s s i s t a n t Secre­
t a r y General of OIC also pronounced 
a speech at the ceremony and 
thanked a l l Member States and a l l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s having c o n t r i b u t e d t o 
the successful r e a l i s a t i o n of t h i s 
important p r o j e c t . 

Cooperation between the OIC 
and the Arab League 

A cooperation agreement was reached 
between the OIC General S e c r e t a r i a t 
and the Arab League's General Sec­
r e t a r i a t t o coordinate and harmon­
ise t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s as w e l l as 
those of the t e c h n i c a l organs af­
f i l i a t e d t o them. The agreement 
i n d i c a t e s the g u i d e l i n e s of such 
cooperation and emphasizes the ex­
changes of views and experiences 
and mutual v i s i t s t h a t are f o r e 
seen, as w e l l as p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 
each other's meetings as observers. 
The agreement was signed i n Jeddah 
by H.E. Mr. Syed S h a r i f u d d i n P i r -
zada, Secretary General of OIC and 
H.E.Mr. Chadli K l i b i , Secretary 
General of the Arab League. 

Establishment of a Science and 
Technology Centre i n Cairo 

Talks are under way between the 
General S e c r e t a r i a t of the OIC and 
Egyptian a u t h o r i t i e s concerning the 
establishment of a l a r g e science 
and technology centre i n Cairo. I t 
is expected t h a t such an i n s t i t u ­
t i o n would a l l o w I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s 
t o p r o f i t from the s c i e n t i f i c 
knowledge and experience of Egypt 
and support the a c t i v i t i e s of 
1FSTAD, the I s l a m i c Foundation f o r 
S c i e n t i f i c and Technological Deve­
lopment a f f i l i a t e d t o the OIC. 
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ISLAMIC HERITAGE COMMISSION 

FIFTH ISLAMIC SUMMIT RESOLUTION 
CONCERNING ICPICH 

The F i f t h I s l a m i c Summit Conference 
was held on 26-29 January 1987 i n 
Kuwait. The Summit reviewed the 
accomplishments of the I n t e r n a t i o ­
n a l Commission f o r the Pr e s e r v a t i o n 
of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l Heritage 
(ICPICH) and appreciated the prog­
ress made i n the r e a l i s a t i o n of i t s 
p r o j e c t s . The Summit expressed i t s 
s a t i s f a c t i o n over the success of 
the King Fahd Award c o m p e t i t i o n f o r 
Design and Research i n I s l a m i c Ar­
c h i t e c t u r e and the F i r s t I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l C a l l i g r a p h y Competition 
organised by ICPICH. 

The Commission was represented at 
the Summit by Dr. Mohammed Salah 
Gazdar, D i r e c t o r of the L i a i s o n and 
Coor d i n a t i o n Bureau w i t h the o f f i c e 
of H.R.H. Prince F a i s a l Bin Fahd 
Bin Abdulaziz, Chairman of the 
Commission, and Prof. Dr. Ekmeled-
d i n Ihsanoglu, Secretary of the 
Commission. The meeting reviewed 
and examined the r e p o r t on the 
a c t i v i t i e s of the Commission. I n 
i t s r e s o l u t i o n No: IS/5-87/CSI/REV2 
concerning the Commission, the 
Summit: 

1. Approves the recommendations 
contained i n the r e p o r t of the 
T h i r d Session of the I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l Commission f o r the Pre­
s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c H e r i t a g e ; 

2. C a l l s upon Member States t o 
provide the Commission w i t h i n ­
f o r m a t i o n and documents a v a i l ­
able t o them i n the area of I s ­
lamic h e r i t a g e ; 

3. Notes w i t h a p p r e c i a t i o n the 
steps taken by the I n t e r n a t i o n a ] 
Commission f o r the P r e s e r v a t i o n 

of the I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l Heritage 
and expresses i t s thanks t o H.R. 
H. Prince F a i s a l I b n Fahd Ibn 
Abdul Aziz, Chairman of the 
Commission, f o r h i s able guid­
ance and support t o the Commis­
sio n since i t s i n c e p t i o n ; 

4. Expresses i t s sincere g r a t i t u d e 
t o Custodian of the two Holy 
Harems, King Fahd Ibn Abdul 
Az i z , f o r suppo r t i n g the Com­
mission by g r a c i o u s l y i n s t i t u t ­
i n g an award i n the f i e l d of 
I s l a m i c a r c h i t e c t u r e ; 

5. C a l l s upon the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Commission t o continue c o o r d i ­
n a t i n g i t s a c t i v i t i e s w i t h the 
programmes of Member States f o r 
the P r e s e r v a t i o n of the I s l a m i c 
Heritage w i t h a view t o combin­
ing I s l a m i c e f f o r t s i n t h i s 
f i e l d ; 

6. Appeals t o Member States t o 
s e t t l e the ar r e a r s of t h e i r 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the budget of 
the Commission. 

FOURTH MEETING OF ICPICH 
SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r 
the P r e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c Cul­
t u r a l Heritage (ICPICH) i s sche­
duled t o meet t h i s year i n Damas­
cus, S y r i a , on 13-15 June 1987, 
simultaneously w i t h the f i f t h 
meeting of the Governing Council 
of IRC1CA, i t s S e c r e t a r i a t . As our 
readers would remember, the T h i r d 
Meeting of the Commission was held 
i n November 1986 i n Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia. 



ECHOES OF THE 
CALLIGRAPHY COMPETITION 

Our readers would r e c a l l t h a t the 
F i r s t I n t e r n a t i o n a l C a l l i g r a p h y 
Competition organised by the I n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r the 
Pre s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l 
Heritage was f i n a l i s e d l a s t Decem­
ber and i t s r e s u l t s were announced 
i n our issue 13 published i n the 
same month. Since t h a t time, the 
Competition S e c r e t a r i a t d i s t r i b u t e d 
the r e p o r t of the Competition Jury, 
the l i s t of the winners and the 
pamphlet c o n t a i n i n g the reproduc­
t i o n s of the winning c a l l i g r a p h i e s 
t o a l l p a r t i c i p a n t s a t the compe 
t i t i o n , as w e l l as t o various press 
organs. 

An important p a r t of the post-com­
p e t i t i o n work conducted at the 
S e c r e t a r i a t covers the correspon­
dence about the r e s u l t s of the 
co m p e t i t i o n and comments and obser­
v a t i o n s about i t . We are pleased 
t o present below excerpts of such 
comments: 

* "... The number and q u a l i t y o f 
e n t r i e s was re a s s u r i n g : t h i s most 
ancient and revered of Muslim 
a r t s i s a l i v e and w e l l i n today's 
w o r l d " . 

J u d i t h V i d a l - H a l l , SOUTH 
Magazine, London, March 1987 

* " I c o n g r a t u l a t e the Jury members 
f o r t h e i r competence and f o r the 
s e l e c t i o n process, which was j u s t 
and worthy of m e r i t because of 
i t s honesty ...". 
Mr. A l i Hamad Al-Hamuri, 
C a l l i g r a p h e r , I r b i d , Jordan 

* "... I f e e l happy t o have had the 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n 
your c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h the c a l l i ­
graphies I t r i e d t o produce . . . 
I saw the twenty winning works 
i n your pamphlet and appreciated 
them; I could thus n o t i c e the 
d e f a u l t s of mine and t h i s w i l l 
c e r t a i n l y help me i n my f u t u r e 
work ..." 
Nihat B a g c e l i , Turkey 

* " I received the r e s u l t s of the 
F i r s t I n t e r n a t i o n a l C a l l i g r a p h y 
Competition i n which I p a r t i c i ­
pated w i t h a few modest works. I 
thank you also f o r the pamphlets 
c o n t a i n i n g the winning c a l l i ­
g raphies; they are e x c e l l e n t and 
1 s h a l l take them as examples i n 
my f u t u r e e f f o r t s ... I p a r t i c i ­
pated i n t h i s c o m p e t i t i o n i n 
order t o gain experience and 
p r o f i t from t h a t of great c a l l i -
graphers". 

Hamidi Bel-Aid Ain Al-Luh 
Meknes, Morocco 

* " I would l i k e t o commend your 
i n i t i a t i v e t o organise such com­
p e t i t i o n s , which are important 
and r a r e . I thank you f o r your 
work, f o r the success of the 
co m p e t i t i o n , i t s o r g a n i s a t i o n and 
I express my thanks t o the Jury 
and the S e c r e t a r i a t of the Com­
p e t i t i o n f o r g i v i n g me a honorary 
mention". 

Basim Zennun As-Sabawi 
Mosul, I r a q . 



NEWSFILE ON ISLAMIC HERITAGE 
EGYPT QATAR 

New museum i n Port Said I s l a m i c coins a t the Qatar Museum 

I t i s re p o r t e d t h a t a modern a n t i ­
q u i t i e s museum has been opened r e ­
c e n t l y i n Port Said; the museum 
contains about 6000 a r t i c l e s , among 
which are s t a t u e s , desks f o r read­
ing the Quran, samples of hand-made 
t e x t i l e s , home appliances and 
vario u s o t h e r o b j e c t s . 

INDIA 

Manuscript copy of the Quran 
discovered i n Bangalore 

The I n d i a n p o l i c e found a manu­
s c r i p t copy of the Quran d a t i n g 
from the 17th Century, i n the hands 
of a greengrocer i n the Bangalore 
r e g i o n i n Southern I n d i a . 

The manuscript was w r i t t e n by the 
c a l l i g r a p h e r Hafidh H a b i b u l l a h who 
was working i n the s e r v i c e of the 
Muslim Moghol emperor Aurangzeb i n 
the year 1688, i n Lahore. The mus-
haf was taken from the greengrocer 
although he purported t o have i n ­
h e r i t e d i t from h i s f a m i l y t h a t 
descended from the I n d i a n King Tibu 
Sultan and t h a t t h i s k i n g h i m s e l f 
had obtained the mushaf two years 
a f t e r i t had been w r i t t e n . 

KENYA 

One thousand y e a r s - o l d mosque 
discovered 

"Al-Ahram" r e p o r t e d t h a t ethno­
graphers from Oxford U n i v e r s i t y i n 
the U.K. discovered the remnants 
of a more than one thousand years-
o l d mosque i n Kenya; t h i s i s sup­
posed t o be the most ancient Muslim 
monument found i n West A f r i c a . I t 
i s estimated t o have been b u i l t 
around the year 950. 

A new s e c t i o n has been opened at 
the Qatar N a t i o n a l Museum i n Doha, 
t o house the c o l l e c t i o n of ra r e 
ancient I s l a m i c c o i n s . The c o l l e c ­
t i o n comprises golden Dinars, i n ­
c l u d i n g the f i r s t Dinar issued 
d u r i n g the r e i g n of Abdul M a l i k b i n 
Marwan, s i l v e r coins among which 
are the s i l v e r Dirham minted by A l 
H a j j a j b i n Yusuf T h a q a f i , a Sassa-
n i d Dirham issued by Qatraf b i n 
Fajara i n the year 75 of H i j r a , and 
other coins w i t h the p o r t r a i t of 
Abdul M a l i k b i n Marwan on them. 
There are also s i l v e r and copper 
coins belonging t o the periods of 
the Umeyads, Abbasids, T u l u n i d s , 
Hamdanis, Fa t i m i d s , Ayyubis and 
other d y n a s t i e s , and coins used i n 
the 17th Century i n the Gulf area, 
I n d i a and Ceylon. 

U.S.A. 

Sultan Suleyman's p e r i o d 
r e v i v e d i n the U.S.A. 

Sultan Suleyman the Magn i f i c e n t * s 
r e i g n (1520-1566) was one of the 
most g l o r i o u s periods of Islam i n 
general and Ottoman h i s t o r y i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , not on l y i n the p o l i ­
t i c a l and m i l i t a r y f i e l d s , but also 
f o r i t s r i c h c u l t u r a l and a r t i s t i c 
environment. While he became known 
as Kanuni (law g i v e r ) because of 
his important deeds i n the s o c i a l 
f i e l d , Sultan Suleyman also endea­
voured t o promote a r t s and p r o t e c t 
the a r t i s t s , a r c h i t e c t s and c r a f t s ­
men . 

Samples of r i c h works of a r t and 
c r a f t s , Ottoman h e r i t a g e from the 
said p e r i o d are being d i s p l a y e d i n 
the United States i n a se r i e s of 
e x h i b i t i o n s . The f i r s t "Suleyman 
the M a g n i f i c e n t E x h i b i t i o n " opened 
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on 25 January 1987 at the N a t i o n a l 
G a l l e r y of A r t i n Washington D.C. 
I t w i l l l a s t u n t i l 17 May and then 
move t o the A r t I n s t i t u t e of Chi­
cago t o be opened t o the p u b l i c 
there from 14 June t o 7 September, 
from where i t w i l l t r a v e l t o the 
M e t r o p o l i t a n Museum of A r t i n New 
York, f o r the p e r i o d between 4 
October 1987 and 17 January 1988. 

The e x h i b i t i o n was r e a l i s e d under 
the d i r e c t i o n of the Tu r k i s h Mi­
n i s t e r of C u l t u r e and Tourism H.E. 
Mr. Mesut Yilmaz and the T u r k i s h 
M i n i s t r y of Foreign A f f a i r s , and 
organised by Dr. Esin A t i l , 
s cholar and expert i n I s l a m i c a r t s 
and p r e s e n t l y c u r a t o r at the Na­
t i o n a l G a l l e r y of A r t . Dr. A t i l 
s e l e c t e d and c o l l e c t e d the a r t e ­
f a c t s and prepared the catalogues, 
d e v o t i n g h e r s e l f wholeheartedly t o 
the r e a l i s a t i o n of t h i s e x h i b i t i o n . 
She made of i t a m a g n i f i c e n t event, 
i n t r o d u c i n g the a r t and h e r i t a g e 
of S ultan Suleyman's p e r i o d t o the 
worl d . More than 210 a r t o b j e c t s 
and documents were c o l l e c t e d from 
the Topkapi Palace Museum, the 
Museum of T u r k i s h and I s l a m i c A r t s , 
the Museum of Archeology of I s t a n ­
b u l , the L i b r a r y of I s t a n b u l Uni­
v e r s i t y and various c o l l e c t i o n s i n 
the U nited S t a t e s , Europe and Asia. 
The precious items d i s p l a y e d i n ­
clude the i m p e r i a l monogram of the 
Su l t a n , samples of firmans (impe 
r i a l e d i c t s ) , manuscript copies of 
the Quran w i t h t h e i r decorated 
covers, m i n i a t u r e s , c a r p e t s , ob­
j e c t s used i n the palace and orna­
mented w i t h precious gems, g o l d , 
s i l v e r e t c . and the "Muhibbi" 
( c o l l e c t e d p o e t r y of the S u l t a n ) . 
The a u t h o r i t i e s are planning t o 
d i s p l a y the e x h i b i t i o n i n England, 
Japan and France i n the coming 
years. 

I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l Week organised by 
the U n i v e r s i t y of Wisconsin 

The U n i v e r s i t y of Wisconsin- "Turk­
i s h Outreach Program" under the 
d i r e c t i o n of Prof. Kemal H. Karpat 
(Dept. of H i s t o r y , U n i v e r s i t y of 
Wisconsin) has organised a c u l t u r a l 
week on 10-17 A p r i l 1987. The 
a c t i v i t i e s c o n s i s t e d of t a l k s , f o u r 
f i l m s and f o l k l o r e dance perform­
ances, a l l r e l a t e d t o the a r t of 
Muslim nations i n the w o r l d . The 
next a c t i v i t y w i t h i n the same pro­
gram w i l l be a s e r i e s of c o n f e r ­
ences on I s l a m i c a r t and a r c h i t e c ­
t u r e , scheduled f o r the f a l l of 
1987. 

I t can be mentioned here t h a t Dr. 
Murtaza Sajedian, co-winner of the 
King Fahd Grand P r i z e on I s l a m i c 
A r c h i t e c t u r e i n the Research 
branch, had h i s Ph.D. a t the Uni­
v e r s i t y of Wisconsin and worked 
w i t h Prof. Karpat. 

ICPICH welcomes Mr.NAZIH TALIB 
MARUF, new s t a f f member 

• I 

The S e c r e t a r i a t of the Heritage 
Commission i s pleased t o announce 
t h a t Mr. Nazih T a l i b Maruf from 
P a l e s t i n e j o i n e d i t s s t a f f . Mr. 
Maruf s p e c i a l i s e d i n personnel 
a f f a i r s ; s t a r t i n g w i t h 1975, he 
worked i n d i f f e r e n t i n s t i t u t i o n s 
as personnel e x e c u t i v e . He i s a 
member of the I n s t i t u t e of Person­
n e l Management i n London. ICPICH 
wishes him a l l the success i n h i s 
new d u t i e s . 
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SPOTLIGHT ON CULTURAL NEWS 

ALGERIA 

Conference on the h i s t o r y of 
A r a b i c - I s l a m i c mathematics i n 
A l g i e r s 

The " F i r s t I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conference 
on the H i s t o r y of Arabic mathema­
t i c s at A l g i e r s (December 103, 
1986)" was organised by the De­
partment of Mathematics of the 
"Ecole Normale Superieure" (ENS) 
i n A l g i e r s . The conference was 
opened by the A l g e r i a n m i n i s t e r of 
Higher Education, the President of 
the High Council of Arabic Language 
and the D i r e c t o r of the ENS. Par­
t i c i p a n t s from s i x c o u n t r i e s ( A l ­
g e r i a , Morocco, T u n i s i a , France, 
the Netherlands and Switzerland) 
presented seven l e c t u r e s and s i x 
b r i e f communications on the deve 
lopment of mathematics i n the I s ­
lamic w o r l d and p a r t i c u l a r l y the 
Maghreb i n the 9th-18th c e n t u r i e s . 
More than 300 persons attended the 
conference, which was open t o the 
p u b l i c . A l a r g e number of books on 
the h i s t o r y of science and copies 
of medieval manuscripts were exhi­
b i t e d i n the ENS, where the ses­
sions took place. The conference 
received much a t t e n t i o n i n the A l ­
g e r i a n media. Proceedings of the 
conference are t o appear t h i s year. 

CHINA 

I s l a m i c books e x h i b i t i o n i n Pekin 

"Al-Madina" r e p o r t e d t h a t the f i r s t 
f a i r t o d i s p l a y Arab and I s l a m i c 
books was inaugurated i n Peking 
l a s t December. This e x h i b i t i o n of 
more than one thousand books was 
organised upon the request of 
Chinese research c e n t r e s , f a c u l t i e s 
of Arabic language and Muslim 
c i r c l e s . 

EGYPT 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conference on Muslim 
World P o p u l a t i o n held i n Cairo 

The f i r s t week of March 1987 saw 
an I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conference on 
Muslim World P o p u l a t i o n organised 
by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l I s l a m i c Centre 
f o r Demographic Studies and Re­
search of Al-Azhar U n i v e r s i t y , un­
der the auspices of H.E. Husni Mu­
barak, President of the Arab Re­
p u b l i c of Egypt. Main themes of the 
meeting were human development, 
demographic aspects of the Muslim 
p o p u l a t i o n , manpower resources, 
m i g r a t i o n , h y g i e n i c c o n d i t i o n s f o r 
the mother and the i n f a n t , educa­
t i o n , n u t r i t i o n and demographic 
p o l i c i e s . M i n i s t e r s and h i g h - l e v e l 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of I s l a m i c coun­
t r i e s p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the meeting. 

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l I s l a m i c Centre 
f o r Demographic Studies and Re 
search a f f i l i a t e d t o Al-Azhar Uni­
v e r s i t y was created i n 1975 t o work 
on a r e g i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
b a s i s . 

I s l a m i c Medicine Conference 
held i n Cairo 

A great number of p h y s i c i a n s , 
scholars and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of 
medical o r g a n i s a t i o n s from d i f f e r ­
ent I s l a m i c and non-Islamic coun­
t r i e s took p a r t i n a conference on 
I s l a m i c medicine t h a t was opened 
on 3 February 1987 under the high 
patronage of H.E. Hosni M'barek, 
President of Egypt. The conference 
was organised j o i n t l y by Al-Azhar 
and Ain Shams U n i v e r s i t i e s . 

Main subjects discussed i n the 
meeting were the I s l a m i c a t t i t u d e 
towards medical i n n o v a t i o n s and 



medical a p p l i c a t i o n s from the I s ­
lamic p o i n t of view, and more spe­
c i f i c a l l y , f a m i l y r e l a t i o n s i n 
conformity w i t h I s l a m i c r u l e s , 
maternal and c h i l d h e a l t h care and 
the f u t u r e of p u b l i c h e a l t h , as 
w e l l as the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of me­
d i c a l studies and the v a l i d i t y of 
new t h e o r i e s and methods i n an I s ­
lamic perspective. 

Congress on Turkish Arts 

The Eighth I n t e r n a t i o n a l Congress 
on Turkish Arts w i l l be held i n 
Cairo, on 26 September-1st October 
1987. The meeting w i l l be organised 
by a s t e e r i n g committee attached 
t o the Egyptian A n t i q u i t i e s Orga­
n i s a t i o n . The f i r s t congress i n the 
seri e s had been organised i n 1959 
by the Department of N a t i o n a l 
F o l k l o r e Research of the Turkish 
M i n i s t r y of Culture and i t i s being 
renewed once every four years since 
then, i n d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s of the 
world. 

FRANCE 

D r a f t i n g Committee Meeting f o r 
UNESCO's work on I s l a m i c C u l t u r e 

A six-volume work t o deal w i t h 
d i f f e r e n t aspects of I s l a m i c c u l ­
t u r e i s being prepared by the 
UNESCO. The D r a f t i n g Committee 
which had been created i n 1980 f o r 
t h i s purpose i s ho l d i n g r e g u l a r 
meetings t o examine and f i n a l i s e 
d i f f e r e n t p arts of the book as they 
are completed and decide on f u r t h e r 
work f o r the remaining p a r t s . This 
Committee w i l l meet f o r the 9th 
time on 21-24 A p r i l i n P a r i s . The 
pr e p a r a t i o n of the book i s a c t u a l l y 
at an advanced stage. IRC1CA Di­
r e c t o r General Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin 
Ihsanoglu has been i n v i t e d t o 
p a r t i c i p a t e at the meeting as 
observer. P r e v i o u s l y , IRC1CA had 
taken p a r t i n the p r e p a r a t i o n of 
the volume concerning I s l a m i c a r t s . 

GERMANY, F.R. 

E x h i b i t i o n on " I s l a m i c A r t s 
throughout Centuries" 

I n the previous issue of our News­
l e t t e r , reference was made t o an 
a r t i c l e published i n "Asharq u l 
Awsat" concerning the e x h i b i t i o n 
on " I s l a m i c A r t s throughout Centu­
r i e s " held i n Schloss Cappenberg 
near Dortmund. A f t e r the p u b l i c a ­
t i o n o f the said issue, IRCICA was 
pleased t o receive the catalogue 
of the e x h i b i t i o n , as w e l l as ad­
d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n from Prof.Dr. 
Klaus B r i s c h , D i r e c t o r of the Mu­
seum of I s l a m i c A r t i n Berlin-Dah-
lem and organiser of the e x h i b i ­
t i o n . The catalogue i s t i t l e d " I s ­
lamic Art-Hidden Treasures" and 
contains the p i c t u r e s and d e s c r i p ­
t i o n s of the 329 a r t i c l e s d i s p l a y e d 
at the e x h i t i b i o n . The h i g h - q u a l i t y 
catalogue presents the a r t e f a c t s 
according t o the periods they be­
long t o , i n the f o l l o w i n g order: 
nos. 1-43 Umeyads and Abbasids; 
nos. 44-90 Tulunids and Fati m i d s ; 
nos. 91-137 S e l j u k i d s and Atabegs; 
nos. 138-183 Ayyubis and Mamelukes; 
nos. 184-196 Muslim r u l e r s i n 
Spain; nos. 197-212 I l k h a n i d s ; nos. 
213-231 Timurids; nos. 232-280 Ot­
tomans; nos. 281-329 Safavids, 
Mongolian r u l e r s i n North-West I n ­
dia and Qajars. The reason why the 
c o l l e c t i o n i s c a l l e d "Hidden Trea­
sures" i s t h a t i t i s kept a t the 
study g a l l e r y of the museum, since 
p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r i t s d i s p l a y t o the 
general p u b l i c are not completed 
y e t . 

The e x h i b i t i o n was held between 10 
September and 23 November 1986 i n 
Schloss Cappenberg and from 18 De­
cember 1986 t o 15 February 1987 i n 
Berlin-Dahlem. The a r t e f a c t s were 
composed of wooden and metal works, 
ceramics, o b j e c t s made of stone, 
g l a s s , stucco, t e x t i l e s , carpets 
and samples of bookbinding. The 
Museum of I s l a m i c A r t was estab­
l i s h e d i n 1904; i t i s one of the 



o l d e s t of i t s k i n d i n the non-Mus­
l i m world. 

INDONESIA. 

Ca l l i g r a p h y e x h i b i t i o n , 
competition and symposium 

The Al Qur'an C a l l i g r a p h y I n s t i t u ­
t i o n , the Associa t i o n of Is l a m i c 
C u l t u r a l A r t and the I s l a m i c L i ­
brary Centre of Indonesia j o i n t l y 
organised a series of important 
a c t i v i t i e s about c a l l i g r a p h y i n 
Jakar t a , between 28 January and 13 
February 1987. IRCICA i s t h a n k f u l 
t o the i n f o r m a t i o n s e c t i o n of the 
Embassy of Indonesia i n Ankara f o r 
sending reference m a t e r i a l about 
the events, i n c l u d i n g the a r t i c l e 
published in- the Indonesian news­
paper "Kompas". 

The e x h i b i t i o n comprised the works 
of well-known c a l l i g r a p h e r s such 
as Amri Yahya, S y a i f u l Adnan, Man-
shur Dompu and Amir Hamzah and 46 
a r t i s t s from B a l i , Bangka, Bogor, 
Jaka r t a , Malang, Solo and Yogya; 
there were more than 200 c a l l i -
graphies i n t o t a l . The e x h i b i t i o n 
was inaugurated by H.E.Mr. Munawir 
S j a d z a l i , M i n i s t e r of Reli g i o u s 
A f f a i r s . I t s o b j e c t i v e was t o s t i ­
mulate i n t e r e s t i n the a r t of c a l ­
l i g r a p h y and encourage the a r t i s t s . 

A s e r i e s of c a l l i g r a p h y competi­
t i o n s were held before the e x h i b i ­
t i o n and p a r t i c i p a t e d by 346 young 
a r t i s t s . There was also a sympo­
sium, on 11 February, where ways 
and means of developing c a l l i g r a p h y 
and upgrading c a l l i g r a p h e r s were 
f u l l y discussed. 

ITALY 

Symposium on Mughal A r c h i t e c t u r e 

The I s l a m i c Environmental Design 
Research Centre i n Genzano d i Roma, 
I t a l y organises annual symposia i n 

the month of June since three 
years. A f t e r the previous two sym­
posia on the subjects of "Designing 
the I s l a m i c Town" and "The P a t t e r n 
of the Garden and the Design of the 
Town i n I s l a m i c C u l t u r e " , t h i s 
year's w i l l be on the " R i t u a l 
Movement i n Urban A r c h i t e c t u r e un­
der the Mughals". I t i s scheduled 
t o be held on 26-28 June 1987 i n 
Genzano, w i t h the c o l l a b o r a t i o n of 
the U n i v e r s i t y of Rome. Put i n the 
words of Mr. A t t i l i o P e t r u c c i o l i , 
D i r e c t o r of the Centre and E d i t o r 
of the Centre's j o u r n a l t i t l e d 
"Enviromental Design", "the Mughals 
planned t h e i r a r c h i t e c t u r e prima­
r i l y as a symbolic background f o r 
p o l i t i c a l and r e l i g i o u s concepts; 
the r o y a l encampment, the karavan-
s a r a i s . . . , the pro c e s s i o n a l urban 
axis and i n t e r n a l arrangements of 
courtyards w i t h i n palaces are 
examples of the emphasis put by 
Mughals on r i t u a l i s e d a c t i v i t i e s " . 
The aim of the symposium w i l l be 
to put forward a synthesis of the 
importance of studies on the r e l a ­
t i o n s h i p between the p h y s i c a l en­
vironment and planned urban s t r u c ­
t u r e s , between d i f f e r e n t components 
of a town, r i t u a l and geometry. 
S i m i l a r subjects were discussed 
du r i n g the v i s i t of M r . A t t i l i o 
P e t r u c c i o l i t o IRCICA, on 24 March 
1987, w i t h Prof.Dr. Bu'lent 
Ozer, Vice-President of Mimar 
Sinan U n i v e r s i t y i n I s t a n b u l . 

The I s l a m i c Environmental Design 
Research Centre was e s t a b l i s h e d 
w i t h the aim of promoting and co­
o r d i n a t i n g higher studies and re­
searches i n the f i e l d s o f a r c h i ­
t e c t u r e , town and country p l a n n i n g , 
regarding c o u n t r i e s of the I s l a m i c 
w o r l d . I t makes e f f o r t s t o ensure 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n and exchanges of 
t e c h n i c a l knowledge w i t h major 
n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s engaged i n such s t u d i e s , 
t o i n t e g r a t e s p e c i a l i s t s w i t h par­
t i c u l a r reference t o environmental 
a n a l y s i s (urban h i s t o r y , d w e l l i n g , 
systems, a r c h i t e c t u r e of the town, 



urban typology e t c . ) and t o make 
concrete proposals concerning the 
use of the e x i s t i n g urban h e r i t a g e . 
The j o u r n a l "Environmental Design" 
i s a h i g h - q u a l i t y academic p u b l i ­
c a t i o n c o n t a i n i n g valuable research 
a r t i c l e s and several i l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

SPAIN 

Symposium on Arab-Islamic C u l t u r e 

I t i s reported t h a t preparatory 
work f o r an i n t e r n a t i o n a l symposium 
on Arab-Islamic Culture t o be held 
i n Cordoba i s completed. Arab and 
Spanish scholars and researchers 
are t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h i s sympo­
sium t o study the a r t i s t i c , c u l t u ­
r a l and i n t e l l e c t u a l aspects of the 
Muslim legacy i n the c i t y . The 
meeting w i l l take place on the oc­
casion of the 1200th anniversary 
of the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Cordoba 
Mosque, which i s considered as the 
f i r s t Muslim monument i n the West­
ern world and included i n the l i s t 
of the most important monuments of 
the world according t o the c l a s s i ­
f i c a t i o n of the UNESCO. 

TURKEY 

Commemoration of scholar 
and p a i n t e r Osman Hamdi 

Oil-painting by Osman Hamdi: 
"In the Green Mosque of Bursa" 

The Mimar Sinan U n i v e r s i t y , the 
Turkish C u l t u r a l Trust i n I s t a n b u l , 
the A r c h e o l o g i c a l Museum of I s t a n ­
b u l and the A s s o c i a t i o n of Museums 
of P a i n t i n g and Sculpture collabo­
r a t e d t o organise an extensive 
commemoration programme f o r Osman 
Hamdi Bey (1842-1910), p a i n t e r and 
pioneer of modern Fine A r t s i n the 
Ottoman State. The programme was 
organised on the occasion of the 
77th anniversary of the p a i n t e r ' s 
death. I t included a conference 
held a t Mimar Sinan U n i v e r s i t y on 
24 February 1987, w i t h H.E.Mr. Me-
sut Yilmaz, M i n i s t e r of Cul t u r e 
and Tourism of Turkey, Prof.Dr. 
Muhtesem Giray, President of Mi­
mar Sinan U n i v e r s i t y and other 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d scholars as l e c t u r ­
e rs. An e x h i b i t i o n of Osman Hamdi 
Bey's p a i n t i n g s was opened on the 
same day by H.E.Mr.Necmeddin Kara-
duman, President of Tu r k i s h N a t i o ­
n a l Assembly, more than twenty ex­
q u i s i t e p a i n t i n g s were di s p l a y e d 
at the e x h i b i t i o n . 

Osman Hamdi Bey was the son of Am­
bassador Ethem Pasha, who was ap­
poin t e d M i n i s t e r and l a t e r Prime 
M i n i s t e r . He himself performed c i ­
v i l s e r v i c e at various l e v e l s be­
f o r e being appointed D i r e c t o r of 
the Museum i n 1881. From t h a t year 
onwards, he devoted a l l h i s e f f o r t s 
t o improve and develop the museum 
of I s t a n b u l , prepare museum ca t a ­
logues, e n r i c h i t s holdings by 
means of new a r c h e o l o g i c a l excava­
t i o n s he d i r e c t e d h i m s e l f ; he con­
t r i b u t e d t o the promulgation of the 
"Regulation f o r A n t i q u i t i e s " . An­
other important accomplishment of 
Osman Hamdi was t h a t the Academy 
of Fine A r t s ("Sanayi-i Nefise 
Mektebi" at t h a t time) was estab­
l i s h e d under h i s d i r e c t i o n , s t a r t ­
i n g w i t h 1882. He d i r e c t e d the 
academy f o r 28 years. He acquired 
fame i n s c h o l a r l y c i r c l e s of Europe 
and the U.S.A. and was granted the 
m e r i t orders and medals of various 
States and the honorary d o c t o r a t e 
degrees of three German and two 
Engli s h u n i v e r s i t i e s . 
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Symposium on Al-Bukhari 
scheduled f o r June 

The Faculty of Theology of Erciyes 
U n i v e r s i t y ( K a y s e r i , Turkey) w i l l 
organise a symposium on Muhammed 
bin I s m a i l Al-Bukhari (194-256 A.H. 
/810-870 A.D.), the great scholar 
of Hadith. The symposium w i l l be 
held on the occasion of the 1117th 
anniversary of the death of the 
scholar and aim at h i g h l i g h t i n g the 
r o l e and c o n t r i b u t i o n s of Turks t o 
the development of I s l a m i c sciences 
and analysing the advancement of 
the l a t t e r w i t h reference t o A l -
Bukhari and. h i s p e r i o d . 

U.S.A. 

Symposium on "Decision Making and 
the Transmission of A u t h o r i t y i n 
the T u r k i c Systems" next year 

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee f o r 
Pre-Ottoman and Ottoman Studies 
(CIEPO) w i l l organise i t s 8th Sym­
posium i n Minneapolis, on 14-19 
August 1988. The meeting w i l l be 
sponsored by the Department of 
H i s t o r y of Minnesota U n i v e r s i t y and 
organised under the d i r e c t i o n of 
Dr. Caesar Farah from the same 
Department. I n a d d i t i o n t o the main 
theme of "Decision Making and the 
Transmission of A u t h o r i t y i n the 
Turk i c Systems", there w i l l also 
be secondary themes, determined as 
"Public A d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n Concept 
and P r a c t i c e " , "Computerized Data 
Base f o r Reference M a t e r i a l " , 
"Accessible and I n a c c e s s i b l e Ar­
chives", "Commercial and Communi­
c a t i o n Networks", " L i t e r a t u r e as a 
Source of H i s t o r y " , "Oral H i s t o r y 
among Turkic Peoples", "Geography 
and G e o p o l i t i c s " , "Western Percep­
t i o n s of the Turks through T r a v e l 
L i t e r a t u r e " , "The Role of Science 
and Technology", "Patterns of Im­
m i g r a t i o n " , "Turks and Crusaders", 

"Pre-Mongol Turkic P o l i t i c s i n 
Western Eurasia". The l a s t ( 7 t h ) 
Symposium of CIEPO was held i n 
Pecs, Hungary i n September 1986 
under the sponsorship of the Hun­
garian Academy of Sciences (see 
Newsletter no.12, p. 33). 

Two Ottoman Portolans l o c a t e d at 
the "Walters A r t G a l l e r y " , B a l t i m o r e 

Dr.Thomas D. Goodrich from the De­
partment of H i s t o r y of Indiana 
U n i v e r s i t y has found two splendid 
Ottoman por t o l a n s ( o l d maritime 
maps) c o n t a i n i n g s a i l i n g i n s t r u c ­
t i o n s and c h a r t s , at the "Walters 
A r t G a l l e r y " i n Baltimore. One of 
the manuscripts i s a m a g n i f i c e n t 
example of a complete p o r t o l a n 
comprising two world maps, together 
w i t h d e t a i l e d charts of i s l a n d s , 
p o r t s , headlands and other naviga­
t i o n a l f e a t u r e s . I t r e f l e c t s the 
personal observations of P i r i Reis, 
n a v i g a t o r and outsta n d i n g f i g u r e 
of Ottoman cartography (1465-1554). 
The other manuscript l o c a t e d by 
Dr. Goodrich i s an a t l a s named by 
him a f t e r the museum housing i t , 
as "Walters Sea A t l a s " ; t h i s i s a 
s e c t i o n a l a t l a s w i t h maps of the 
Black Sea, the Aegean Sea, the 
Mediterranean Sea and the Western 
coasts of Europe, a maritime c h a r t 
of the I n d i a n Ocean and a world 
map. Goodrich estimates i t i s 
dated i n the 1550s. 

These precious examples of 16th 
Century cartography were very w e l l 
maintained by the G a l l e r y . Dr. 
Goodrich wrote on h i s f i n d i n g s i n 
the j o u r n a l "Archivum Ottomanicum" 
and the "Newsletter of the Wash­
ingt o n Map C o l l e c t o r s ' S o c i e t y " and 
k i n d l y informed IRCICA about them. 
W r i t t e n records of Ottoman maritime 
cartography are important documents 
f o r s t udies on the h i s t o r y of geo­
graphy. 



A CULTURAL INSTITUTION 

THE INSTITUTE OF ARAB MANUSCRIPTS 
KUWAIT 

The I n s t i t u t e of Arab Manuscripts 
e s t a b l i s h e d on 4 A p r i l 1946 i s an 
a f f i l i a t e d organ of the Arab League 
Educa t i o n a l , C u l t u r a l and S c i e n t i ­
f i c O r g a n isation (ALECSO). I t i s 
one of the most important i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s of the Arab world i n the 
f i e l d of c u l t u r e . I t aims t o con­
t r i b u t e t o the assessment, preser­
v a t i o n , c l a s s i f i c a t i o n and study 
of the manuscript Arab h e r i t a g e . 

The r e s o l u t i o n p e r t a i n i n g t o the 
c r e a t i o n of the I n s t i t u t e was taken 
by the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Council of 
the Arab League one year a f t e r i t s 
establishment. The r e s o l u t i o n 
s t a t e d the I n s t i t u t e ' s o b j e c t i v e s 
as: making known the Arab manu­
s c r i p t s i n l i b r a r i e s throughout the 
worl d ; c o l l e c t i n g copies of these 
manuscripts and c l a s s i f y i n g them 
t o f a c i l i t a t e t h e i r use; endea 
vour i n g t o promote studies i n t h i s 
respect and preparing a modern and 
up-to-date p u b l i c a t i o n which would 
c o n t a i n i n f o r m a t i o n on the Arab 
h e r i t a g e ; p u b l i s h i n g a s p e c i a l i s e d 
p e r i o d i c a l r e l a t e d t o the manu­
s c r i p t s , e x i s t i n g s t u d i e s and pub­
l i c a t i o n s about them, cooperation 
w i t h i n s t i t u t i o n s d e a l i n g w i t h the 
pr e s e r v a t i o n of h e r i t a g e i n the 
world and c o o r d i n a t i o n of e f f o r t s 
t o promote c u l t u r e . 

The I n s t i t u t e was brought under the 
ALECSO on 25 J u l y 1970. F i r s t based 
i n C a i r o , the I n s t i t u t e was moved 
to Tunis i n 1979, t o g e t h e r w i t h the 
headquarters of the Arab League and 
ALECSO. Then, a t the end of 1981, 
i t was t r a n s f e r r e d t o Kuwait, upon 
the i n v i t a t i o n of t h i s State. I t 
i s composed of f i v e u n i t s : 

1. Documentation and c a t a l o g i n g 
u n i t : This u n i t i s i n charge 
w i t h the assessment of the 
e x i s t i n g manuscripts. I t pre­
pares cards and up-to-date 
catalogues of the manuscripts. 

2. The l i b r a r y , study and review 
u n i t : This u n i t serves a l l those 
who do research on Arab h e r i t a g e 
and a s s i s t s other i n s t i t u t i o n s 
working i n s i m i l a r f i e l d s . I t 
t r i e s t o coordinate the s t u d i e s , 
t o preserve the r i g h t s of the 
authors and t o encourage them 
f o r f u r t h e r research.The l i b r a r y 
contains n e a r l y f i v e thousand 
manuscripts and i t i s supple­
mented w i t h a m i c r o f i l m u n i t . 
The manuscripts are accessible 
t o a l l . 

3. U n i t of i n f o r m a t i o n on h e r i t a g e : 
This s e c t i o n i s i n charge w i t h 
p u b l i s h i n g an i n f o r m a t i o n b u l ­
l e t i n about Arab h e r i t a g e , the 
Journal of the I n s t i t u t e , as 
w e l l as other p u b l i c a t i o n s . The 
said Journal was launched i n 
1955; i t i s biannual and con­
t a i n s i n f o r m a t i o n on the t e x t s 
of the manuscripts, t h e i r cata­
logues and the r e s u l t s of s t u ­
dies about them. The f i r s t issue 
of the bi-monthly " I n f o r m a t i o n 
B u l l e t i n on I s l a m i c H e r i t a g e " 
was published i n 1972; t h i s 
b u l l e t i n gives the news provided 
t o the I n s t i t u t e by i t s corres­
pondents accross the w o r l d . 

4. Technical photographs: This 
s e c t i o n deals w i t h the photo­
graphic operations r e l a t e d t o 
the manuscripts such as e n l a r ­
gements, r e p r o d u c t i o n s , e t c . 

5. A d m i n i s t r a t i v e and F i n a n c i a l 
A f f a i r s Section. 

The I n s t i t u t e gives great impor­
tance t o mutual assistance w i t h 
other i n s t i t u t i o n s d e a l i n g w i t h 
c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e . I t took concrete 
steps i n t h i s regard and made se­
v e r a l cooperation agreements w i t h 
other i n s t i t u t i o n s f o r researches 
and p u b l i c a t i o n s as w e l l as f o r the 
exchange of reference m a t e r i a l . The 
D i r e c t o r of the I n s t i t u t e i s Dr. 
Kh a l i d Abdul Kareem Junta'a. The 
m a i l i n g address i s : P.O.Box 26897, 
Safat, Kuwait. 
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OBSERVATIONS ABOUT IRCICA 

D i s t i n g u i s h e d V i s i t o r s and 
t h e i r Impressions 

Recently, IRCICA was honoured by 
the v i s i t of the f o l l o w i n g impor­
t a n t guests and deleg a t i o n s : 

* On 8 March, H.E.Mr. Yusuf b i n 
Alawi b i n Abdullah, M i n i s t e r of 
State of the Sultanate of Oman 
i n charge w i t h Foreign A f f a i r s 
and h i g h - l e v e l o f f i c i a l s accom­
panying him, v i s i t e d IRCICA. The 
del e g a t i o n received i n f o r m a t i o n 
about the Centre's a c t i v i t i e s and 
saw i t s premises, i n c l u d i n g the 
newly r e s t o r e d Yaveran b u i l d i n g . 
The d e l e g a t i o n , on an o f f i c i a l 
v i s i t t o Turkey, had passed t o 
I s t a n b u l a f t e r having t a l k s and 
meetings w i t h Turkish o f f i c i a l s 
i n Ankara. At the end of the v i ­
s i t , the M i n i s t e r of State r e ­
corded h i s impressions on the 
Centre as f o l l o w s : 

H.E. Yusuf bin Alawi bin Abdullah and 
his delegation at IRCICA's archives 

" I v i s i t e d the Research Centre 
f o r I s l a m i c H i s t o r y , A r t and 
Cul t u r e i n I s t a n b u l together w i t h 
my de l e g a t i o n and I was impressed 
by the work I observed, concern­
ing the pr e p a r a t i o n of books 

about c o l l e c t i o n s of references, 
which are u s e f u l f o r the present 
and f u t u r e I s l a m i c generations; 
t h i s i s done a f t e r a long p e r i o d 
of gaps i n t h i s f i e l d . I commend 
the D i r e c t o r of the Centre as 
w e l l as i t s s t a f f f o r t h e i r e f ­
f o r t s and also f o r the wise con­
duct of the s t u d i e s . I wish them 
success i n t h e i r work". ( O r i g i ­
n a l : A rabic) 

* On 10 March, IRCICA received an 
Indonesian p a r l i a m e n t a r y delega­
t i o n headed by H.E. A l Haj 
Nuddin Lubis, Vice-Speaker of 
the House of Representatives and 
Vice-Speaker of the People's 
C o n s u l t a t i v e Assembly. The del e ­
gation's o f f i c i a l v i s i t t o Turkey 
covered contacts and meetings i n 
Ankara, I s t a n b u l and I z m i r d u r i n g 
the p e r i o d of 4 t o 11 March. Five 
deputies and the D i r e c t o r of 
Pr o t o c o l were accompanying H.E. 
Al Haj Nuddin Lubis. At IRCICA, 
they saw d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of the 
premises and were b r i e f e d about 
the research p r o j e c t s and p u b l i ­
c a t i o n s . Impressions of H.E. A l 
Haj Nuddin Lubis were recorded 
as f o l l o w s : 

H.E.A1 Haj Huddln Lubis signing 
the Centre's book 



"During my v i s i t t o t h i s I s l a m i c 
Centre, I f i n d there are many 
thin g s happening, which are r e ­
assuring and promising f o r the 
f u t u r e . I s i n c e r e l y hope t h a t 
these e f f o r t s w i l l continue and 
you w i l l seek t o promote a l l 
types of programmes concerning 
Islam i n a l l the c o u n t r i e s of the 
world. May A l l a h bestow His 
Blessings". ( O r i g i n a l : I n d o n e s i a n ) 

* Mr.Tatsuo Takeda, the Consul 
General of Japan i n I s t a n b u l v i ­
s i t e d IRCICA on 5 February 1987. 
He wrote the f o l l o w i n g on the 
Centre's V i s i t o r s ' Book: 

" I t was r e a l l y an impressive v i ­
s i t . I could study much indeed; 
your l e c t u r e also was i n t e r e s t ­
i n g . Thank you f o r e v e r y t h i n g " . 

* A d e l e g a t i o n from the I s l a m i c 
Development Bank, composed of 
Dr. Siddiq Tawati, Dr. Raid Ab-
dulhaq and Dr. Mohammed S i d d i q , 
v i s i t e d the Centre on 25 March 
1987. The del e g a t i o n was i n I s ­
t a n b u l on the occasion of the 
11th Meeting of the Board of 
Governors of the IDB (28-29 March 
1987>. The del e g a t i o n recorded 
t h e i r impressions on the Centre 
as below: 

"We are happy t o v i s i t t h i s 
Centre of l e a r n i n g and devotion 
l o c a t e d i n a country which has a 
very r i c h c i v i l i s a t i o n , and which 
i s very generous i n i t s hospita­
l i t y and nice i n the behaviour 
of i t s people as w e l l as i n i t s 
nature. This Centre i s a good 
seed entrusted t o the care of 
devoted people . . . and the t r e e 
has s t a r t e d t o give i t s precious 
f r u i t s which represent an i n -
depth knowledge and a deep-rooted 
l e a r n i n g . The e f f o r t i s g r e a t , 
and so i s hope ..." ( O r i g i n a l : 
Arabic) 

* H.E. Sheikh Dr. Muhammed A l -
Habib Belkodja, Secretary Gene­
r a l of the Fiqh Academy, v i s i t e d 
the Centre on 28 March 1987; he 

too was i n I s t a n b u l on the occa­
sion of the 11th Meeting of the 
Board of Governors of the IDB. 
Sheikh Dr. Belkodja recorded h i s 
impressions as f o l l o w s : 

" I had the pleasure t o v i s i t t h i s 
Centre i n the evening of Satur­
day, 28 March 1987 and was f i l l e d 
w i t h wonder when I saw i t s d i f ­
f e r e n t s e c t ions: the l i b r a r y , the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , e x h i b i t i o n h a l l s , 
e t c . ... I thank the a u t h o r i t i e s 
of the Centre and a l l those who 
worked w i t h them i n order t o r e ­
vi v e our h e r i t a g e and h i g h l i g h t 
i t s g l o r i o u s and noble v e s t i g e s " . 
( O r i g i n a l : Arabic) 

EDITOR'S POST 
We continue t o present excerpts 
from communications of our readers 
about our p e r i o d i c a l and take t h i s 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o thank them . . . 

"A c a r e f u l and thorough perusal of 
your Newsletter impressed me 
g r e a t l y . Such magazines are very 
important as they do not merely 
r e l a t e the happenings of Islam . . . 
but c o n t a i n values e s s e n t i a l f o r 
the development of I s l a m i c h i s t o r y , 
a r t and c u l t u r e , and the Muslim 
thought abroad a l l o v e r the world 
... I t helps me i n my research 
works f o r the students i n p a r t i c u ­
l a r , and the Muslim community i n 
general". 
Dr.M.O.Ghani, Dept. of I s l a m i c 
H i s t o r y and C u l t u r e , C a l c u t t a 
U n i v e r s i t y , I n d i a 

" I n order t o keep abreast of the 
happenings i n the I s l a m i c w o r l d , I 
would appreciate very much i f you 
could renew my s u b s c r i p t i o n t o 
IRCICA Newsletter". 

H j . Omar Stone Shih, P r e s i d e n t , 
Taiwan T e l e v i s i o n E n t e r p r i s e , 
Taiwan (Rep. of China) 
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" I way happy to read the contents 
of your B u l l e t i n which r e f l e c t the 
commendable e f f o r t s t h a t the Centre 
makes i n order to r e a l i s e i t s ob­
j e c t i v e s at the service of Islam, 
through s c h o l a r l y seminars and 
other meetings i t organises, as 
w e l l as through i t s u s e f u l r e ­
searches. I thank you f o r the ef­
f o r t s you made to r e a l i s e t h i s 
b u l l e t i n and wish you success i n 
your work". 

Dr. Amin Al-Khoudat, D i r e c t o r , 
I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l Centre, 
U n i v e r s i t y of Jordan, Amman 

" I acknowledge r e c e i p t of your 
Newsletter no. 12 and would l i k e 
t o express my pleasure t o see i t 
and read i t s contents which are 
u s e f u l and important. We would be 
happy t o receive i t s f u t u r e issues 
r e g u l a r l y i n order t o continue t o 
be informed about recent news of 
the I s l a m i c World". 

Mr. Muhammed Thani I d r i s , D i r e c t o r 
General, Prince Naif b i n Abdul Aziz 
Al-Saud Centre, Accra, Ghana. 

IRCICA IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL MEDIA 

" I n q u i r y " , London 

An a r t i c l e t i t l e d " B u i l d i n g a Cul­
t u r a l I n s t i t u t i o n " by Dr.Munawar 
Ahmed Anees appeared i n the A p r i l 
1987 issue of " I n q u i r y " . The ar­
t i c l e describes the Centre and ex­
p l a i n s i t s a c t i v i t i e s ; coming t o 
the l i b r a r y , the author says "the 
l i b r a r y i s f a s t t u r n i n g i n t o a 
unique r e s e r v o i r of sc h o l a r s h i p i n 
the Muslim World". The author also 
emphasizes the philosophy of IRCICA 
i s t h a t the best way t o achieve 
s o l i d a r i t y i s t o strengthen c u l t u ­
r a l cooperation among Muslim coun­
t r i e s and states t h a t " i t i s impe­
r a t i v e t h a t Muslim c o u n t r i e s extend 
cooperation i n s c i e n t i f i c and 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l spheres; they cannot 
expect t o forge a c u l t u r a l i d e n t i t y 
w i t h o u t a f u l l - f l e d g e d support f o r 
i n s t i t u t i o n s l i k e IRCICA". 

"Akhbar Al-Turath A l - A r a b i " , Kuwait 

This " I n f o r m a t i o n b u l l e t i n on I s ­
lamic H e r i t a g e " published by the 
I n s t i t u t e of Arab Manuscripts i n 
Kuwait gave, i n i t s no. 29 dated 
January-February 1987, an a r t i c l e 
about the second phase of IRCICA's 
p r o j e c t on t r a n s l a t i o n s of the 
meaning of the Quran, which i s 
r e l a t e d t o manuscript t r a n s l a t i o n s . 
I t i s explained t h a t a f t e r having 
completed the f i r s t phase r e l a t e d 
t o p r i n t e d t r a n s l a t i o n s , the Centre 
embarked upon the second and t h a t 
i t i s c o l l e c t i n g f u l l b i b l i o g r a p h i c 
i n f o r m a t i o n on each manuscript 
t r a n s l a t i o n . 

"As-Siyasa" and "Ar-Rai Al-'Am", 
Kuwait 

These two papers ( " P o l i t i c s " and 
"Public o p i n i o n " ) published, both 
on 29 January 1987, the t e x t of an 
i n t e r v i e w made by the Kuwaiti I n ­
f o r m a t i o n Agency w i t h IRCICA D i r ­
e c t o r General, on the occasion of 
his p a r t i c i p a t i o n at the F i f t h I s ­
lamic Summit held i n Kuwait. At 
t h i s i n t e r v i e w , IRCICA D i r e c t o r 
General described the r o l e incum­
bent upon IRCICA i n the s e r v i c e of 
I s l a m i c c i v i l i s a t i o n and pointed 
out t h a t t h i s r o l e had been duly 
recognised by I s l a m i c Conferences 
of Foreign A f f a i r s M i n i s t e r s and 
by the previous I s l a m i c Summit 
Conferences, which a l l expressed 
s a t i s f a c t i o n over the Centre's 
a c t i v i t i e s . He also gave examples 
of the work conducted by IRCICA, 
and u n d e r l i n e d the cooperation 
e s t a b l i s h e d between the Centre and 
other i n s t i t u t i o n s working i n s i ­
m i l a r f i e l d s . He gave i n f o r m a t i o n 
on some of the research p r o j e c t s 
t h a t l e d t o the p u b l i c a t i o n of 
books, as w e l l as on those which 
are a t an advanced stage of accom­
plishment. The i n t e r v i e w was pub­
l i s h e d i n f u l l i n both of these 
j o u r n a l s . 
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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 
WE INVITE YOU TO PROVIDE 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITIES 
OF YOUR INSTITUTION 

IRCICA had c i r c u l a t e d , together 
w i t h the previous issue of i t s 
Newsletter, a l e t t e r i n v i t i n g a l l 
c u l t u r a l , academic and a r t i s t i c 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , o r g a n i s a t i o n s and 
centres t o provide i n f o r m a t i o n 
about t h e i r on-going and f u t u r e 
a c t i v i t i e s concerning I s l a m i c c u l ­
t u r e and a r t s and studies i n r e l ­
ated f i e l d s . The purpose of t h i s 
request was to o b t a i n up-to-date 
i n f o r m a t i o n d i r e c t l y from the i n s ­
t i t u t i o n s themselves and thus be 
able t o include more news about 
t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s i n the Newsletter. 
I t i s hoped t h a t t h i s w i l l help 
i n c r e a s i n g awareness among i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s engaged i n I s l a m i c c u l t u ­
r a l , s c h o l a r l y , a r t i s t i c and 
r e l a t e d f i e l d s . 

Responses received u n t i l now have 
been very s a t i s f a c t o r y . Part of 
t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n has been included 
i n the r e l e v a n t sections of the 
present issue and the remaining, 
as w e l l as those we expect t o r e ­
ceive i n the f u t u r e , w i l l be con­
sidered f o r p u b l i c a t i o n i n our f u ­
t u r e issues. The cooperation and 
assistance extended by our readers 
encouraged us t o renew our request 
here and t o i n v i t e a l l i n s t i t u t i o n s 
t o send 

Brochures, pamphlets, a b s t r a c t s , 
and/or a w r i t e - u p about: 

* CULTURAL/ARTISTIC PERFORMANCES 
(Films , t h e a t r a l , m usical, 
f o l k l o r i c , e t c . ) 

T i t l e , dates, venue, occasion, 
theme and other i n f o r m a t i o n 

* CONFERENCES/LECTURES/SEMINARS 
AND OTHER MEETINGS 

T i t l e , dates, venue, themes or 
agenda, papers presented, d i s ­
cussions/ decisions 

* PUBLICATIONS 

F u l l b i b l i o g r a p h i c i n f o r m a t i o n , 
a b s t r a c t s , e t c . 

* TRAINING COURSES (Upgrading 
s k i l l s and knowledge i n scien­
t i f i c / l i t e r a r y / c u l t u r a l and 
a r t i s t i c f i e l d s ) 

T i t l e , dates, venue, sub j e c t 
matter, o b j e c t i v e s , e t c . 

* ACTIVITIES RELATED TO CULTURAL 
HERITAGE 

Such as the r e s t o r a t i o n of 
monuments and other aspects of 
c u l t u r a l h i s t o r y r e l e v a n t w i t h i n 
the context of your country 

OR 

* YOUR PROGRAMME OF SCHOLARLY AND 
PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES/ PUBLI­
CATIONS FOR 1987 OR 1987-88 

ONGOING AND FORTHCOMING 

* EXHIBITIONS ( A r t s and c r a f t s , 
ethnographic, book e x h i b i t i o n s 
and others) 

T i t l e , dates, venue, occasion, 
contents ( e x h i b i t s : k i n d , des­
c r i p t i o n , number, e t c . ) 

* SUMMARY INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR 
HOLDINGS OF ARTEFACTS/BOOKS/ 
OTHER MATERIAL 

* SUMMARY INFORMATION ABOUT ANY 
SPECIFIC PROJECT. 

We thank you i n advance. 
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OBITUARIES 
The Great Loss of the OIC Family: 
D i s t i n g u i s h e d Diplomat Dr.Hiisnii 

Kurhan Passes Away 

Dr. Hilsnii Kurhan, Advisor to the 
Secretary General of OIC and As­
sistant Director of the Cabinet, 
passed away on 26 March 1987, while 
he was in London on a temporary 
assignment. Born in 1944, Hilsnii 
Kurhan graduated from the Institute 
of Political Studies of Aix-Mar­
seille University, France in 1969 
and obtained his doctorate degree 
in 1972. From 1974 onwards, he 
served in the Turkish Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. In 1981, he was 
appointed to the staff of the OIC 
General Secretariat. He had an ex­
cellent knowledge of French, Eng­
lish and Arabic. Dr. Kurhan is 
survived by his wife and two 
children. 

For one i n h i s l i f e t i m e , our dear 
f r i e n d and colleague Dr.Hiisnii Kur­
han f a i l e d us by l e a v i n g t h i s world 
so suddenly. This experienced, r e ­
f i n e d and courteous diplomat, warm­
hearted and g e n t l e f r i e n d and fam­
i l y man never l e t anyone down dur­
ing the course of h i s l i f e . L a t e l y 
h i s s e n s i t i v e heart was a f f e c t e d 
by the f a s t pace and wo r r i e s of 
l i f e and l a s t summer he had under­
gone a by-pass o p e r a t i o n . He n e i ­
t h e r took the r e s t p r e s c r i b e d by 

his doctors nor the advice of h i s 
f r i e n d s and f a m i l y . He d i d not slow 
down and could not c o n t a i n h i s en­
thusiasm f o r work. 

At the F i f t h I s l a m i c Summit Con­
ference i n Kuwait, impeccably 
dressed as usual, he worked day and 
n i g h t a t the S e c r e t a r i a t and i n the 
lobb i e s w i t h o u t t a k i n g a break. 
Although courteous and g e n t l e a l l 
the w h i l e , he seemed t h i n n e r and 
more t i r e d than usual. While work­
ing w i t h the OIC General Secreta­
r i a t w i t h h i s usual e f f i c i e n c y , he 
also served the Tu r k i s h Foreign 
M i n i s t r y , committing himself whole 
h e a r t e d l y t o h i s d u t i e s . He never 
spared h i m s e l f i n the course of 
duty. On h i s l a s t t r i p Dr. Kurhan, 
who always calmly and p l e a s a n t l y 
prepared others t o accept every 
e v e n t u a l i t y , gave h i s f r i e n d s and 
colleagues a shock. 

Those who loved and respected him 
came t o the ceremony at the Tur k i s h 
M i n i s t r y of Foreign A f f a i r s on 31 
March 1987: h i s sorrowing w i f e , 
f a t h e r and other members of his 
f a m i l y , Secretary General H.E.Mr. 
Syed S h a r i f u d d i n Pirzada and D i ­
r e c t o r Generals of the I s t a n b u l and 
Ankara Centres from the OIC f a m i l y , 
T u r k i s h M i n i s t e r of State H.E.Mr. 
Hasan C e l a l Giizel, Undersecretary 
of Foreign A f f a i r s Mr.Niizhet Kan-
demir, higher o f f i c i a l s of the 
Tur k i s h Government and a l l h i s 
f r i e n d s s a i d goodbye t o him. 

The sudden death of t h i s d i s t i n ­
guished diplomat of the I s l a m i c 
w o r l d , who was born i n Cairo and 
s t a r t e d h i s career i n the Foreign 
Service i n Turkey and served f o r 
the OIC i n Jeddah f o r s i x years, 
b r i n g s t o my mind the f o l l o w i n g 
ayat from the Holy Qur'an: "And no 
one knows i n what land he w i l l 
d i e " . 

Ekmeleddin ihsanoglu 



The decease of Dr. Emel Esin, 
a r t h i s t o r i a n and researcher 
on T u r k i s h - I s l a m i c c u l t u r e 1 r 
I 
• : 

1 v: H.iili ! 

Dr. Emel Esin a t fRCICA's 

Dr.Emel Esin, researcher of i n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l repute i n I s l a m i c a r t s and 
c u l t u r e , passed away i n I s t a n b u l , 
on 26 February 1987. 

Born i n 1914 i n I s t a n b u l , Emel Esin 
was the daughter of Ahmed F e r i d 
Tek, prominent f i g u r e of Turkish 
diplomacy and p o l i t i c s and Miifide 
F e r i d Tek, well-known n o v e l i s t . 
A f t e r graduating from the Depart­
ment of H i s t o r y of the "Ecole des 
Sciences P o l i t i q u e s " i n P a r i s , she 
studied a r c h i t e c t u r e and the a r t s 
of p a i n t i n g , mosaic, stained-glass 
and engraving at the Fine Arts 
Academies i n Paris and Vienna. She 
obtained her Ph.D. degree at the 
U n i v e r s i t y of Paris w i t h her t h e s i s 
"The Dragon i n Turkish Inconogra-
phy". She t r a v e l l e d t o T u r k i s t a n 
and Azerbaijan i n Inner Asia during 
her husband Mr.Seyfullah Esin's 
appointment as the Ambassador of 
Turkey i n Moscow. Her f i r s t book 
t i t l e d " T u r k i s t a n Seyahatnamesi" 
(Travelogue on T u r k i s t a n ) , p u b l i s h -

Islamic Art Symposium, 1983 

ed i n 1959 contains her own p a i n t ­
ings of monuments i n the r e g i o n . 
From t h a t year onwards she wrote 
about 20-25 a r t i c l e s per year and 
p a r t i c i p a t e d i n various i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l congresses on I s l a m i c a r t s 
and c u l t u r e . Dr. Esin i s the author 
of n e a r l y 300 a r t i c l e s and books 
which r e f l e c t her focus on a r t i s t i c 
forms of expression as representa­
t i v e m a n i f e s t a t i o n s of c u l t u r e , 
t r a d i t i o n s and other c h a r a c t e r i s ­
t i c s of the s o c i e t y i n a h i s t o r i c a l 
p e r s p e c t i v e . Dr.Esin had presented 
a paper t i t l e d "The Quranic Verses 
and the Hadith as Sources of I n s ­
p i r a t i o n i n I s l a m i c A r t " a t the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Symposium on I s l a m i c 
A r t s organised by IRCICA i n 1983. 
Some of her works are: "Turkish 
M i n i a t u r e P a i n t i n g " (1960); "Mecca 
the Blessed, Medina the Radiant" 
(1963); "Aspects of T u r k i s h 
C i v i l i s a t i o n i n Cyprus" (1965); 
"Turkish C u l t u r e , the I n i t i a l 
Inner-Asian Phase" (1985). May God 
bless her s o u l . 



FROM THE L I B R A R Y FORTHCOMING 
The Society of Arab Studies i n A l -
Quds o f f e r e d t o IRCICA L i b r a r y a 
c o l l e c t i o n of books small i n size 
but great i n value, f o c u s i n g on 
I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e and c i v i l i s a t i o n . 
Three of the themes of these books 
are quoted here t o give an idea t o 
our readers, t a k i n g i n t o account 
the importance of the subjects of 
the books as w e l l as t h a t of the 
Society's tasks. 

One i s a " P a l e s t i n i a n B i b l i o g r a p h y 
on the Nat i o n , 1985" which gives 
i n f o r m a t i o n on 173 works published 
i n 1985 and d e a l i n g w i t h occupied 
P a l e s t i n e . The second i s a volume 
published i n 1986 and t i t l e d "Stu­
dies on Heritage". I t contains s i x 
important a r t i c l e s , on the f o l l o w ­
in g s u b j e c t s , r e s p e c t i v e l y : Al-Aqsa 
Mosque and i t s e d u c a t i o n a l r o l e i n 
the beginnings of Islam, the Minbar 
of the Prophet I b r a h i m i n G a l i l e a , 
the h i s t o r i c a l a f f a i r of Al-Quds, 
A l - B e d i r i ' s l i b r a r y i n Al-Quds, the 
method of l i n g u i s t I z z e t Derwaza 
i n h i s exegesis of the Hadith, and 
r e s t o r a t i o n s by Sheikh Mohammed 
K h a l i l i i n P a l e s t i n e . The same 
volume also introduces the Commis­
sion f o r I s l a m i c Heritage and 
C i v i l i s a t i o n a f f i l i a t e d t o the 
Society which published these 
books and many o t h e r s . 

The t h i r d volume we would l i k e t o 
mention i s t i t l e d "From Al-Arz t i l l 
Zufa" and deals w i t h P a l e s t i n i a n 
p l a n t s , t h e i r remedial p r o p e r t i e s 
used f o r c e n t u r i e s and the popular 
s t o r i e s , sayings and proverbs 
associated w i t h them. This i s the 
Arabic t r a n s l a t i o n of a book pub­
l i s h e d i n 1932 i n En g l i s h . I n 
a d d i t i o n t o i t s l i t e r a r y v alue, i t 
also has a s c i e n t i f i c value since 
both L a t i n ar.d Arabic names of the 
pl a n t s are mentioned. 

The address of the Society i s : 10 
Ubeyda b i n Jarrah S t r e e t , O r i e n t 
House H o t e l , Al-Quds A l - S h a r i f . 

T u r k i s h A r t and A r c h i t e c t u r e 
( A r a b i c ) by Prof.Dr. Oktay 
Aslanapa, t r a n s l a t e d by Ahmed 
Muhammad Issa 

The Research Centre f o r I s l a m i c 
H i s t o r y , A r t and Cul t u r e (IRCICA) 
and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission 
f o r the Pr e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c 
C u l t u r a l Heritage (ICPICH) are 
pleased t o announce t h a t a valuable 
reference work about T u r k i s h a r t s 
and a r c h i t e c t u r e w i l l be a v a i l a b l e 
soon i n Arabic. The manuscript i s 
by Prof.Dr. Oktay Aslanapa, eminent 
Tur k i s h a r t h i s t o r i a n , former Head 
of the Department of H i s t o r y of A r t 
of I s t a n b u l U n i v e r s i t y . This i s an 
encyclopaedic work devoted t o 
Tur k i s h a r t s from t h e i r o r i g i n up 
to the end of the Ottoman p e r i o d , 
t o t h e i r development and t h e i r 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the whole I s l a m i c 
a r t s . I t i s composed of t h i r t y 
s ections and abounds i n p i c t u r e s 
and drawings. I t gives the h i s t o r y 
and development of branches of a r t 
and a r c h i t e c t u r e r e l a t e d t o mos­
ques, medersas, karavansarais, 
palaces, f o u n t a i n s , b r i d g e s , tombs 
and c i t a d e l s , as w e l l as those a r t s 
and c r a f t s such as carpet-making, 
c a r v i n g , ceramics, c a l l i g r a p h y , 
m i n i a t u r e s and bookbinding. The 
work also contains a l a r g e r e f e r ­
ence l i s t and a few c h r o n o l o g i c a l 
l i s t s on T u r k i s h dynasties t h a t 
were concerned w i t h a r t s and 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . 

T r a n s l a t i o n i n t o Arabic i s by Prof. 
Ahmed Muhammed I s s a , expert on 
I s l a m i c a r t s and h i s t o r y of a r t a t 
IRCICA; Prof. Issa has been d e a l i n g 
w i t h the I s l a m i c a r t s nomenclature 
since years. He added a glossary 
of 600 terms t o the work, f o r the 
use of the h i s t o r i a n of a r t . An 
index of s u b j e c t s , as w e l l as some 
maps showing the l o c a t i o n s of the 
monuments and the centres of c i v i ­
l i s a t i o n are also i n c l u d e d . The 
book w i l l be p r i n t e d on good qua­
l i t y paper, i n about 400 pages, 
w i t h hard cover. 



RECENT IRCICA PUBLICATIONS 

THE OTTOMAN ARCHIVES, A Guide t o 
the Documents Preserved i n the 
Prime M i n i s t r y ' s Ottoman Archives 
i n I s t a n b u l , 1986, 22+522 (A r a b i c ) 

The r i c h a r c h i v a l m e t a r i a l t r a n s ­
m i t t e d t o the T u r k i s h Republic from 
the Ottoman S t a t e , i s a unique and 
aut h e n t i c source f o r the h i s t o r y 
of many I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s . Scho­
l a r l y c i r c l e s and researchers are 
aware of the q u a l i t a t i v e and quan­
t i t a t i v e r i c h e s of these a r c h i v e s . 

IRCICA and the Centre f o r Archives 
and Manuscripts of the U n i v e r s i t y 
of Jordan have j o i n t l y published 
t h i s guidebook w i t h the aim of 
g i v i n g d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n on the 
contents of the archives and f a c i ­
l i t a t i n g the search f o r des i r e d 
i n f o r m a t i o n . The book also contains 
the b r i e f h i s t o r y o f the Ottoman 
a r c h i v e s , a d e s c r i p t i o n of the 
present c l a s s i f i c a t i o n and coding 
systems used at the archives and 
explanations of archive regula­
t i o n s , as w e l l as the procedures 
f o r a p p l y i n g t o do research. A m i n i 
glossary of Ottoman a r c h i v a l terms 
and a b i b l i o g r a p h y are included a t 
the end. The b i b l i o g r a p h y covers 
the references t o which the compi­
l e r s had recourse and other se­
l e c t e d p u b l i c a t i o n s concerning the 
Prime M i n i s t r y ' s Ottoman Archives 
The guidebook i s composed of ten 
chapters. I t i s i n Arabic. 

P r i c e : US$ 30.- (Plus package and 
postage: US$ 10.- f o r America, 
USSR, Japan and China and US$ 5.-
f o r a l l other c o u n t r i e s ) . 

UNION CATALOGUE OF PERIODICALS 
IN ARABIC SCRIPT FOUND IN ISTANBUL 
LIBRARIES (1828-1928), 1986, 664 
pp. (Preface i n three languages) 

This union catalogue has been pre­
pared by Mr. Hasan Duman, D i r e c t o r 
General of L i b r a r i e s , M i n i s t r y of 
Cult u r e and Tourism of Turkey. I t s 
Preface i s by Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin 
ihsanoglu, IRCICA D i r e c t o r Gene­
r a l . The catalogue contains f u l l 
b i b l i o g r a p h i c i n f o r m a t i o n about 
1804 t i t l e s of p e r i o d i c a l s i n d i f ­
f e r e n t languages p r i n t e d i n Arabic 
s c r i p t . Annotations are also given 
t o i n d i c a t e the l i b r a r i e s i n which 
the p u b l i c a t i o n s can be found and 
t h e i r c a l l numbers and describe bhe 
e x i s t i n g issues. The f o l l o w i n g 
indexes and l i s t s are given i n the 
catalogue t o f a c i l i t a t e i t s use: 
name index of those who c o l l a b o ­
r a t e d i n the p u b l i c a t i o n of the 
p e r i o d i c a l s ; index of places of 
p u b l i c a t i o n and p u b l i s h e r s ; s u b j e c t 
index; E n g l i s h and Arabic glossary 
f o r the su b j e c t index; t i t l e index 
i n Arabic s c r i p t ; d i s t r i b u t i o n of 
p e r i o d i c a l s according t o languages 
and c o u n t r i e s , e t c . The Preface, 
the b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l explanations 
and annotations and the i n d i c a t i o n s 
f o r indexes are t r i l i n g u a l , i n 
En g l i s h , Arabic and T u r k i s h . IRCICA 
hopes t h a t t h i s catalogue w i l l f i l l 
a gap and c o n s t i t u t e an example and 
reference f o r f u r t h e r s t u d i e s i n 
t h i s f i e l d . 

P r i c e : US$ 25.- (Plus package and 
postage: US$ 10.- f o r America, 
USSR, Japan and China and US$ 5.-
f o r a l l other c o u n t r i e s ) . 
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