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ISTANBUL 

The following IRCICA publications and documentary 
films can be ordered from the Centre by a letter 
addressed to the attention of the "Book Sales 
Section": 

CATALOGUE OP ISLAMIC MEDICAL MANUSCRIPTS IN THE 
LIBRARIES OP TURKEY, edited by BKMELEDDIH 
tHSANOGLU; prepared by RAMAZAN SESBN, CEMtL 
AKPINAR and CEVAT tZGt, History of Science 
Series no.l, Istanbul, 1984; 24, 525 p.; 24 cm. 
(Arabic) Price: US $30 post and package Included. 

This catalogue has been published on the occasion 
of the Third Congress on Islamic Medicine (Is­
tanbul, 1984). It presents approxlmetely 1000 
original manuscripts and lists their copies 
available In the collections of 129 major lib­
raries of Turkey. About S000 Items are covered. 

THE MUSLIM PIOUS FOUNDATIONS AND REAL ESTATES 
IN PALESTINE, by MEHMED IPStRLt, MOHAMMED 
AL-TAMIMI, Istanbul, 1982; 30, 23S, 4 p.; 27 cm. 
(Arabic) Price: US $50 post and package Included. 

A publication containing information deciphered 
and processed from a 16th Century Ottoman State 
Tahrlr Register pertaining to Uaqfs and Muslim 
properties in five regions of Palestine: Al-Quds, 
Gaza, Safad, Nablus and AJlun. There are Indexes 
for names, places and terms. 

INTERNATIONAL DIRECTORY OP ISLAMIC CULTURAL 
INSTITUTIONS, Prepared by AGAR TANLAK and AHMED 
LAJIMI, Istanbul, 1984; VII, 337,4 p.; 24 cm. 
(English) Price: US$10, post and package In­
cluded. 

The Directory gives the addresses of 3579 Insti­
tutions in 106 countries working in the field of 
Islamic culture, civilisation, history and art. 

L'BNSBIGNEMENT ARABO-ISLAMIQUE AU SENEGAL 
(ARAB-ISLAMIC EDUCATION IN SENEGAL), by MAMADOU 
NDIAYE, Istanbul, 1985; VII,253,9 p.; 24 cm. 
(French) Price: US $10, post and package in­
cluded. 

This work is one of the first objective studies 
on the introduction and preservation of the 
Arabic language In Black Africa and especially 
In Senegal. It also sheds light on the archive 
documents belonging to the colonial period and 
which restricted the teaching of the language of 
the Holy Qur'an In these countries. Enriched with 
statistics, the book gives the history of the 
evolution of the teaching of this language and 
the difficulties and problems encountered during 
this process. 



EDITORIAL 
The l a s t couple of months were 
q u i t e a c t i v e f o r the C entre and we 
had v e r y encouraging r e s u l t s con­
c e r n i n g our work. The Seventeenth 
I s l a m i c Conference of F o r e i g n Af­
f a i r s M i n i s t e r s of Member S t a t e s 
of the OIC h e l d i n Amman i n March 
1988 adopted a r e s o l u t i o n commend­
ing the e f f o r t s of the C e n t r e . Two 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d statesmen to TRCICA, 
H.E.Mr. Rauf Denktas, P r e s i d e n t 
of the T u r k i s h R e p u b l i c of Northern 
Cyprus and H.E. Dato Abu Hassan 
b i n H a j i Omar, M i n i s t e r of F o r e i g n 
A f f a i r s of M a l a y s i a , e x p r e s s e d 
t h e i r a p p r e c i a t i o n of TRCICA's 
work d u r i n g t h e i r v i s i t to the 
C e n t r e ' s promises. 

During the same p e r i o d , one of our 
r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t s was completed 
w i t h the p u b l i c a t i o n of a c a t a l o g u e 
t i t l e d " I s l a m i c Swords and Sword-
sm i t h s " . T h i s work i s in t r o d u c e d 
to our r e a d e r s i n t h i s i s s u e of the 
N e w s l e t t e r . The p r e p a r a t i o n of t h i s 
book was announced some time ago 
and r e s e a r c h e r s and s c h o l a r s have 
been l o o k i n g forward t o i t . We hope 
they w i l l f i n d i t i n t e r e s t i n g . I n 
a d d i t i o n to i t s s c h o l a r l y v a l u e as 
a h i s t o r i c a l study of the I s l a m i c 
swords and swordsmiths, i t i s a l s o 
an a r t i s t i c book w i t h high q u a l i t y 
p r i n t i n g . IRCICA i s g r a t e f u l to the 
M i n i s t r y of I n f o r m a t i o n of the 
S t a t e of Kuwait f o r i t s v a l u a b l e 
c o o p e r a t i o n i n p u b l i s h i n g t h i s r e ­
s e a r c h work. Our s p e c i a l thanks go 
to Sheikha Hussa Al-Sabah, D i r e c t o r 
of Dar A l - A t h a r A l - I s l a m i y a , Kuwait 
and member of IRCICA Governing 
C o u n c i l f o r her v a l u a b l e support. 

S e v e r a l o t h e r r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t s on 
d i f f e r e n t s u b j e c t s are continued 
a t IRCICA and new p u b l i c a t i o n s are 
expected to come out i n the near 
future,. As most r e s e a r c h e r s and 
s c h o l a r s would agree, t h e r e a r e 

innumerable s u b j e c t s f o r r e s e a r c h 
and study i n I s l a m i c h i s t o r y , a r t 
and c u l t u r e . On the o t h e r hand, 
e f f o r t s are needed to promote and 
c o o r d i n a t e the r e s e a r c h a c t i v i t i e s 
c a r r i e d out i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of 
the world and to e s t a b l i s h a work­
ing r e l a t i o n s h i p and c o o p e r a t i o n 
among r e s e a r c h e r s and i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
T a king i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h a t 
t h e s e requirements are f e l t by 
o t h e r r e s e a r c h e r s and r e s e a r c h 
i n s t i t u t i o n s as w e l l , we have been 
e x p l o r i n g t h i s matter f o r some 
time. Our s t u d i e s proved t h a t we 
should convene a meeting of pro­
f e s s i o n a l s , s p e c i a l i s t s and r e p r e ­
s e n t a t i v e s of c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s 
to i n i t i a t e a forum of d i s c u s s i o n 
and c o n s u l t a t i o n over a number of 
g e n e r a l i s s u e s c o n c e r n i n g r e s e a r c h . 
Our p r o p o s a l f o r a seminar was 
approved by IRCICA*s Governing 
C o u n c i l l a s t December. P r e p a r a t i o n s 
were made to hold an I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Seminar on " R esearch i n I s l a m i c 
C i v i l i s a t i o n : Outlook f o r the 
Coming Decade" to ta k e p l a c e i n 
September 1988. 

T h i s seminar i s expected to p r o v i d e 
a new v i s i o n i n r e s e a r c h work i n 
the I s l a m i c world, problems f a c e d , 
p o s s i b l e ways of c o o p e r a t i o n and 
c o o r d i n a t i o n as w e l l as f u t u r e 
p r o s p e c t s . You w i l l f i n d d e t a i l e d 
i n f o r m a t i o n about i t i n our "IRCICA 
A c t i v i t i e s " s e c t i o n . We a l r e a d y 
r e c e i v e d v e r y good re s p o n s e s to our 
f i r s t announcement and hope t h a t 
the seminar w i l l be s u c c e s s f u l . 

As t h i s i s s u e w i l l appear r i g h t 
a f t e r E i d u l F i t r , I t a k e t h i s 
o c c a s i o n to c o n g r a t u l a t e our Muslim 
b r o t h e r s and wish a l l our r e a d e r s 
happiness and p r o s p e r i t y . 

Prof.Dr.Ekmeleddin i h s a n o g l u 



H.E. RAUF DENKTA§, PRESIDENT OF THE TURKISH 
REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS AT IRCICA 

President Rauf Denktas examines the 
Newsletter together with Consul 
General Hr.Hiinur Huhtaroglu 

H.E. Kauf Denkta?, President of 
the T u r k i s h Republic of Northern 
Cyprus v i s i t e d IRCICA. on 8 January 
1988. He was the t h i r d Head of 
State the Centre was honoured t o 
r e c e i v e , a f t e r H.E. Kenan Evren, 
President of the Republic of Turkey 
and H.E. Muhammed Zia u l Haq, Pre­
s i d e n t of the I s l a m i c Republic o f 
Pakistan. As the Head of an Obser­
ver State of the OIC, H.E.Rauf 
Denktas was already informed of 
IRCICA's a c t i v i t i e s ; he was more 
c l o s e l y acquainted w i t h them a f t e r 
he r e c eived IRCICA D i r e c t o r General 
i n N i c o s i a , i n June 1986. At t h a t 
meeting, a j o i n t p r o j e c t between 
the c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s of the 
T u r k i s h Republic of Northern Cyprus 
and IRCICA was discussed, aiming 
t o record the c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e 
assets and monuments of the coun­
t r y , and t o be undertaken under the 
auspices of the President h i m s e l f . 
This p r o j e c t was among the s u b j e c t s 
discussed d u r i n g the President's 
v i s i t t o IRCICA. 

H.E.Rauf Denktas was accompanied 
by Mr.Muniir Muhtaroglu, Consul 
General of the T u r k i s h Republic of 
Northern Cyprus i n I s t a n b u l . He 
was b r i e f e d about the Centre's 

s t u d i e s ; he saw the premises, the 
l i b r a r y and the photographic ar­
chives; he was shown o l d photo­
graphs of some outsta n d i n g monu­
ments of Cyprus. The President also 
saw the p r e l i m i n a r y r e s u l t s of 
another study undertaken by IRCICA 
i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h the N a t i o n a l 
Archives and Research Centre of the 
TRNC, aiming t o prepare a catalogue 
of the h i s t o r i c a l manuscripts c o l ­
l e c t i o n found at the L i b r a r y of 
Sultan Mahmud I I i n Cyprus. This 
l i b r a r y comprises more than 2000 
manuscripts. The President examined 
the b i b l i o g r a p h i c i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t 
has already been c o l l e c t e d about 
these manuscripts. H.E. Rauf Denk­
tas expressed h i s a p p r e c i a t i o n 
f o r the research p r o j e c t s and pub­
l i c a t i o n s of the Centre.. Before 
l e a v i n g , he recorded h i s impres­
sions on the Centre's book ( o r i ­
g i n a l : i n T u r k i s h ) : 

" I observed here a g r e a t work of 
s u b s t a n t i a l h i s t o r i c a l importance, 
deserving m e r i t i n a l l aspects. I 
c o n g r a t u l a t e a l l those concerned 
and wish them a c o n t i n u a l success." 

Rauf Denktas 
President o f the T u r k i s h Republic 
of Northern Cyprus 



VISIT OF H.E. DATO ABU HASSAN BIN HAJI OMAR, 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF MALAYSIA 

H.E.Dato Abu Hassan bin Hajl Omar presenting books to IRCICA 
Director General 

IRCICA was honoured by the v i s i t 
o f H.E. Dato Abu Hassan b i n H a j i 
Omar, M i n i s t e r o f Foreign A f f a i r s 
of Malaysia, on 27 A p r i l 1988. The 
M i n i s t e r was accompanied by D a t i n 
Wan Noor and a d e l e g a t i o n compris­
i n g Mr.Adnan Osman, Head of the 01C 
Department a t the M i n i s t r y of 
Foreign A f f a i r s and H.E.Dato Kamar-
uddin Abu, Ambassador o f Malaysia 
i n Ankara and D a t i n Jamaiyah. 

On t h e i r v i s i t t o IRCICA, the Min­
i s t e r and h i s entourage were f i r s t 
r e c e i v e d a t S e y i r Kosk. They were 
b r i e f e d by IRCICA D i r e c t o r General 
about the research p r o j e c t s and 
ot h e r a c t i v i t i e s o f IRCICA, as w e l l 
as i t s headquarters and the h i s t o ­
r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e of the l o c a t i o n 
i n Y i l d i z Palace. The p r o j e c t s 
undertaken j o i n t l y w i t h the r e l e ­
vant a u t h o r i t i e s and c u l t u r a l i n s ­
t i t u t i o n s of Malaysia were empha­
si z e d ; among o t h e r s , t h e i r c o n t r i ­
b u t i o n s t o the p r e p a r a t i o n of the 

"World B i b l i o g r a p h y of T r a n s l a t i o n s 
o f t h e Meaning of the Holy Quran", 
and the research p r o j e c t on " I s l a m ­
i c C i v i l i s a t i o n i n the Malay World" 
undertaken j o i n t l y w i t h the Govern­
ments o f Malaysia, Indonesia and 
Brunei. Then the M i n i s t e r and h i s 
entourage saw the Yaveran and 
C i t Qasrs, where they r e c e i v e d 
i n f o r m a t i o n on the r e s t o r a t i o n of 
these b u i l d i n g s . They had an over­
view of the research l i b r a r y and 
examined a c o l l e c t i o n o f books 
about Malaysia. I n the photographic 
a r c h i v e s , they saw h i s t o r i c a l pho­
tographs o f Johor and Penang. 

The v i s i t t o d i f f e r e n t s e c t i o n s of 
the Centre was f o l l o w e d by a press 
conference a t IRCICA*s conference 
h a l l . I n h i s welcoming speech 
IRCICA D i r e c t o r General expressed 
the honour and pleasure given t o 
the Centre by t h i s v i s i t . He p o i n t ­
ed out t h a t Malaysia had always 
played an important r o l e i n the OIC 



and supported IRCICA's work. He 
said t h a t a long-standing coopera­
t i o n was e s t a b l i s h e d between the 
c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s of Malaysia 
and IRC1CA and r e s u l t e d i n j o i n t 
p r o j e c t s i n var i o u s areas. 

I n h i s speech, H.E. Dato Abu Hassan 
b i n H a j i Omar expressed h i s and h i s 
del e g a t i o n ' s pleasure f o r the i n ­
v i t a t i o n t o v i s i t IRCICA and t o 
acquaint themselves w i t h i t s ob­
j e c t i v e s and o p e r a t i o n s . He s a i d 
he was impressed w i t h the work done 
by the Centre and expressed h i s 
c o n v i c t i o n t h a t the Muslim world 
c e r t a i n l y needed a centre l i k e 
IRCICA which can promote I s l a m i c 
c u l t u r e , h i s t o r y and c i v i l i s a t i o n 
f o r i t s own b e n e f i t and t h a t of the 
non-Muslims. The M i n i s t e r a l s o s a i d 
t h a t Malaysia had always been sup­
p o r t i v e o f the good work done by 
the Centre and t h a t i t would remain 
so. He po i n t e d out t h a t Malaysia 

had e s t a b l i s h e d a N a t i o n a l Commit­
tee on IRCICA a t the M i n i s t r y of 
C u l t u r e and Tourism i n order t o 
assess, co o r d i n a t e and implement 
IRCICA-sponsored p r o j e c t s i n the 
country. As a token of t h e i r good­
w i l l and coop e r a t i o n , two checks 
were handed t o the D i r e c t o r General 
as c o n t r i b u t i o n s of Malaysia t o the 
Centre's budget, as w e l l as a c o l ­
l e c t i o n of Malaysian books. The 
M i n i s t e r wrote the f o l l o w i n g words 
i n the v i s i t o r s book: 

"May I take t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y of 
c o n g r a t u l a t i n g Dr. Ekmeleddin and 
a l l the s t a f f o f t h i s Centre f o r 
the g r e a t progress undertaken since 
i t s i n c e p t i o n . I am p o s i t i v e t h a t 
under your able l e a d e r s h i p and the 
cooperation of the s t a f f , p l us the 
f u l l backing of OIC member coun­
t r i e s , t h i s Centre w i l l continue 
t o grow and w i l l e v e n t u a l l y be the 
p r i d e of I s l a m i c Ummah". 

The Minister and his entourage examining IRCICA's photographic archives 



IRCICA IN THE RESOLUTIONS OF THE 
17TH ISLAMIC CONFERENCE 

Amman ; Jordan, 21-25 March 1988 

H.M.King Hussaln Inaugurates the Conference. On his right 
Is H.E.Dr.Abdullatlf Al-Fllall, Minister of'Foreign 
Affairs and Cooperation of Morocco and on his left, 
OIC Secretary General H.E.Syed Sharifuddln Plrzada 

The Seventeenth I s l a m i c Conference 
of M i n i s t e r s of F o r e i g n A f f a i r s of 
the Member S t a t e s of OIC was h e l d 
i n Amman, Hashemi t e Kingdom of 
Jordan on 21-25 March 1988. The 
Conference agenda i n c l u d e d a number 
of i s s u e s i n the f i e l d s of p o l i t i ­
c a l , economic, c u l t u r a l and s o c i a l 
a f f a i r s , s u b j e c t s r e l a t e d to c u l ­
t u r a l h e r i t a g e and o r g a n i s a t i o n a l 
m a t t e r s . The Conference took s e v e ­
r a l r e s o l u t i o n s i n t h e s e f i e l d s , 
c o n c e r n i n g accomplished, on-going 
and f u t u r e a c t i v i t i e s of the OIC. 

Pronouncing the i n a u g u r a l speech, 
H i s M a j e s t y H u s s a i n b i n T a l l a l , 
King of Jordan emphasized the c u r ­
r e n t p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n and prob­
lems and t h r e a t s f a c i n g the I s l a m i c 
world. He made a c a l l f o r the mul­

t i p l i c a t i o n of e f f o r t s t o s t r e n g t h ­
en s o l i d a r i t y and wished t h a t the 
Conference t a k e s f i r m r e s o l u t i o n s 
t h a t would c o n s o l i d a t e the l i n k s 
among I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s . Then, 
speeches were made i n the name of 
Arab, A s i a n and A f r i c a n d e l e g a ­
t i o n s . I n h i s speech, H.E.Mr. Syed 
S h a r i f u d d i n P i r z a d a , S e c r e t a r y 
G e n e r a l of the OIC informed the 
Conference about the work accom­
p l i s h e d by the G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r i a t 
and the methodology f o l l o w e d i n the 
treatmen t of v a r i o u s i s s u e s con­
c e r n i n g the I s l a m i c w orld. He un­
d e r l i n e d the s u b j e c t s r e l a t e d to 
s p i r i t u a l and c i v i l i s a t i o n a l v a l u e s 
and c u l t u r a l i s s u e s i n p a r t i c u l a r . 

The agenda i s s u e s were ta k e n up by 
the s p e c i a l i s e d commissions of the 



Conference. The C u l t u r a l and S o c i a l 
A f f a i r s Commission examined and 
adopted the r e p o r t submitted by 
IRC1CA c o n t a i n i n g i t s work prog­
ramme f o r 1987-88. The A d m i n i s t r a ­
t i v e and F i n a n c i a l A f f a i r s Commis­
sio n discussed and adopted IRCICA's 
budget f o r the same year. IRCICA 
was represented a t the Conference 
by Prof.Dr.Ekmeleddin thsanoglu, 
D i r e c t o r General and Messrs. Ahmed 
L a j i m i , Mohammed Tamimi and Nezih 
Marouf. 

The 17th I s l a m i c Conference adopted 
the R e s o l u t i o n no. 1CFM/17-88/CS/ 
DR.15/REV.2 concerning IRCICA. I n 
the o p e r a t i o n a l paragraphs of t h i s 
r e s o l u t i o n , t h e Conference 

1. Commends the e f f o r t s o f the 
Centre as represented by i t s 
le a d i n g achievements, 

2. Approves the r e p o r t which i n ­
cludes the pl a n o f a c t i o n o f the 
Centre f o r the c u r r e n t year, 

3. Expresses thanks and apprecia­
t i o n t o t h e host c o u n t r y f o r the 
m a t e r i a l and moral support i t 
has c o n s t a n t l y extended t o the 
Centre, thus e n a b l i n g i t t o 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y perform i t s 
t a s k s , 

4. Requests the Member States t o 
pay t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n s regu­
l a r l y i n order t o enable the 
Centre t o c a r r y o ut i t s c u r r e n t 
plan o f a c t i o n and p l a n f o r the 
f u t u r e , 

5. C a l l s upon the Member S t a t e s , 
i n s t i t u t i o n s and p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s 
from the Muslim w o r l d t o c o n t i ­
nue t o support the Centre i n 
f u r n i s h i n g and equipping the 
newly r e s t o r e d b u i l d i n g accord­
i n g t o the needs and r e q u i r e ­
ments o f the Centre and express­
es i t s thanks t o those t h a t 
o f f e r e d a s s i s t a n c e . 

Other a c t i v i t i e s i n Jordan 

During the p e r i o d o f the Confer­
ence, IRCICA D i r e c t o r General had 
meetings w i t h many i n t e l l e c t u a l s 
and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of c u l t u r a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s a t t e n d i n g the Confer­
ence. These meetings concerned 
d i f f e r e n t aspects of IRCICA's 
cooperation w i t h the Member States 
and t h e i r c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

On the o t h e r hand, the D i r e c t o r 
General was i n t e r v i e w e d by Jordan­
i a n j o u r n a l i s t s and informed them 
about IRCICA's a c t i v i t i e s , under­
l i n i n g the r o l e the Centre plsays 
as a s c h o l a r l y research i n s t i t u t i o n 
s p e c i a l i s e d i n the f i e l d s o f I s l a m ­
i c h i s t o r y , a r t and c u l t u r e . 

The D i r e c t o r General, t o g e t h e r w i t h 
researcher Mr.Ahmed L a j i m i , v i s i t e d 
the Royal S o c i e t y f o r I s l a m i c C i v i ­
l i s a t i o n Research ( A l - A l b a i t Found­
a t i o n ) and the S c i e n t i f i c Research 
Centre o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y of Jordan, 
where they had meetings w i t h P r o f . 
Dr.Nassir Al-Din Al-Assad, M i n i s t e r 
o f Higher Education of Jordan and 
Pres i d e n t of the Royal S o c i e t y , 
Prof.Dr. Adnan Bakheet, Dean o f 
S c i e n t i f i c Research a t the Univer­
s i t y o f Jordan, Prof.Dr.Abdulaziz 
A l - D o u r i , f a c u l t y member a t the 
U n i v e r s i t y o f Jordan and member o f 
the Royal S o c i e t y and Prof.Dr. I h -
san Abbas, f a c u l t y member a t the 
Department of S c i e n t i f i c Research. 
During these meetings, the D i r e c t o r 
General gave i n f o r m a t i o n about the 
work o f IRCICA i n general and the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l seminar on "Research 
i n I s l a m i c C i v i l i s a t i o n : o u t l o o k 
f o r the coming decade" t h a t IRCICA 
w i l l organise t h i s year; the idea 
and i n i t i a t i v e were appreciated by 
the p r o f e s s o r s ; they agreed t o par­
t i c i p a t e a c t i v e l y i n the seminar. 



IRCICA ACTIVITIES 
Research Project on "ISLAMIC 
CIVILISATION IN THE MALAY WORLD": 
Second Regional Workshop held 
i n Brunei Darussalam 

The research p r o j e c t on I s l a m i c 
C i v i l i s a t i o n i n the Malay World 
undertaken j o i n t l y by the r e l e v a n t 
a u t h o r i t i e s and i n s t i t u t i o n s o f 
Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia and 
Malaysia w i t h IRCICA as the i n i ­
t i a t o r and c o o r d i n a t o r , i s i n pro­
gress. The p r i n c i p l e of the p r o j e c t 
was approved by IRCICA Governing 
Council a t i t s T h i r d Meeting i n 
November 1984; then, the 15th I s ­
lamic Conference of Foreign A f . a i r s 
M i n i s t e r s of OIC Member States 
(Sana'a, Yemen A.R., December 1984) 
endorsed the research p r o j e c t . 
F o l l o w i n g a s c r i e s o f meetings he l d 
by the i n v o l v e d p a r t i e s t o discuss 
the framework of the p r o j e c t , a 
F i r s t Regional Workshop was held 
i n A p r i l . 1987 i n Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia (Newsletter no.15, August-
September 1987, p. 11-12). A p l a n -
o f - a c t ion was agreed upon a t t h a t 
meeting. 

The Second Regional Workshop was 
hosted by the I s l a m i c Da'wah 
Centre, Negara Brunei Darussalam, 
on 21-23 February 1988. IRCICA was 
represented by Prof.Dr.Ekmeleddin 
thsanoglu, D i r e c t o r General and 
Raja Fuziah b t e . Raja Tun Uda, 
Deputy D i r e c t o r General and P r o j e c t 
Coordinator a t IRCICA. The D i r e c t o r 
General c h a i r e d the meeting. 

Ustaz H a j i I b r a h i m b i n Pehin Orang 
Kay a l n d e r a L a i l a (Begawan Mudim) 
D.S.U. H a j i I s m a i l , D i r e c t o r o f the 
I s l a m i c Da'wah Centre and Chairman 
of the N a t i o n a l Committee of Brunei 
Darussalam f o r the p r o j e c t welcomed 
the p a r t i c i p a n t s and informed them 
t h a t t h e i r Committee was c a r r y i n g 
out research on the h i s t o r y o f I s ­
lamic C i v i l i s a t i o n i n Brunei Dar­
ussalam since the coming o f Is l a m 
t o the State u n t i l 1959 when I s l a m 
was made an o f f i c i a l r e l i g i o n . He 
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s a i d t h a t the coming of I s l a m to 
Br u n e i i n t h i s c o n t e x t c o u l d be 
seen i n two s t a g e s : f i r s t , i n a 
r e s t r i c t e d form, i . e . when i t was 
accepted by on l y a s m a l l p a r t of 
the l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n and second, 
the p e r i o d t h a t s t a r t e d when the 
f i r s t S u l t a n of Brune i Awang Alak 
B e t a t a r embraced I s l a m and l a t e r 
changed h i s name t o S u l t a n Muham­
mad. 

Then, 1RCICA D i r e c t o r G e n e r a l ex­
p r e s s e d h i s g r a t i t u d e to the Gov­
ernment of H i s M a j e s t y The S u l t a n 
and Head of S t a t e of Brune i Darus-
salam f o r t h e i r h o s p i t a l i t y i n co-
h o s t i n g the workshop. He conveyed 
the g r e e t i n g s and good wis h e s of 
H.E. Syed S h a r i f u d d i n P i r z a d a , 
S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l of OIC f o r a 
s u c c e s s f u l workshop. He s a i d t h a t 
s i n c e the i n i t i a t i o n of the pro­
j e c t , t h e p a r t i e s i n v o l v e d had gone 
a long way t o r e a l i s e the s p i r i t 
and the enthusiasm f e l t towards 
making a committment t o t h i s r e ­
s e a r c h p r o j e c t . He poi n t e d out t h a t 
t h e s u c c e s s f u l implementation of 
the study would s e r v e i n drawing 
the a t t e n t i o n of the I s l a m i c world 
toward the g r e a t n e s s of the I s l a m i c 
c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e i n the r e g i o n . 

The meeting was o f f i c i a l l y i n a u ­
gurated by The Honourable Pehin 
Orang Kaya Ratna D i r a j a Dato S e r i 
Utama Dr. H a j i Mohd. Z a i n b i n H a j i 
S e r u d i n , M i n i s t e r of R e l i g i o u s Af­
f a i r s of Brune i Darussalam. H.E. 
the M i n i s t e r p o i n t e d out t h a t the 
I s l a m i c C i v i l i s a t i o n i n the Malay 
World was a f i e l d not y e t f u l l y 
s t u d i e d by l o c a l and f o r e i g n Muslim 
r e s e a r c h e r s . He s a i d t h a t most of 
the e x i s t i n g l i t e r a t u r e about I s l a m 
and c i v i l i s a t i o n i n South E a s t A s i a 
i n c l u d i n g the Malay world was w r i t ­
t e n by Western o r i e n t a l i s t s and 
co n t a i n e d confused and unbalanced 
view s , and t h a t t h i s r e s e a r c h pro­
j e c t would enable I s l a m i c w r i t e r s 
to g i v e j u s t i f i a b l e i d e a s on the 
coming, the development and the 
c i v i l i s a t i o n of I s l a m i n the r e g i o n 
and c o r r e c t erroneous o p i n i o n s on 
the s u b j e c t . 

During the working s e s s i o n s of the 
meeting, the d e c i s i o n s , recommen­
d a t i o n s and a c t i o n programs of the 
F i r s t Workshop were adopted. The 
co u n t r y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s presented, 
p r o g r e s s r e p o r t s o u t l i n i n g the 
o r g a n i s a t i o n and implementation of 
the p r o j e c t a t the n a t i o n a l l e v e l . 
B i b l i o g r a p h i e s prepared on the 
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l i n e s agreed a t the F i r s t Workshop 
were presented and discussed. The 
next step w i l l be t o enlarge the 
scope of the b i b l i o g r a p h i e s and t o 
proceed w i t h t h e p r e p a r a t i o n of the 
t e x t s o f the study, which w i l l lead 
t o a comprehensive reference work 
covering a l l aspects of I s l a m i c 
c i v i l i s a t i o n i n the Malay w o r l d . 

Other meetings 
in Brunei Darussalam 

During the p e r i o d o f h i s stay i n 
Brunei Darussalam, IRCICA D i r e c t o r 
General was rec e i v e d by His Majesty 
The S u l t a n and Head of State Has-
sanal B o l k i a h Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah 
and p a i d homage t o the Sultan on 
behalf of IRCICA. He presented i n ­
f o r m a t i o n about the Centre and i t s 
a c t i v i t i e s ; His Majesty expressed 
h i s a p p r e c i a t i o n and i n t e r e s t f o r 
the Centre's work. 

The D i r e c t o r General a l s o had meet­
ings w i t h H.R.H.Prince Muda Mohamed 
B o l k i a h , M i n i s t e r o f Foreign Af­
f a i r s ; H.E.Dr. H a j i Mohd. Zain b i n 
H a j i Serudin, M i n i s t e r o f R e l i g i o u s 
A f f a i r s ; H.E. H a j i Awang Abdul Aziz 
b i n Begawan, M i n i s t e r of Communi­
c a t i o n . The D i r e c t o r General gave 
explanat i o n s t o the M i n i s t e r s about 
the Centre's research p r o j e c t s and 
p u b l i c a t i o n s , and p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f 
cooperation between the Centre and 
r e l e v a n t i n s t i t u t i o n s of Brunei 
Darussalam were discussed. H.E. 
H a j i Awang Mohd. Yusof, M i n i s t e r 
f o r C u l t u r e , Youth and Sports re­
ceived the Deputy D i r e c t o r General 
of IRCICA; the establishment o f a 
working r e l a t i o n s h i p and coopera­
t i o n between IRCICA and the c u l ­
t u r a l a u t h o r i t i e s and i n s t i t u t i o n s 
of Brunei Darussalam were discussed 
d u r i n g t h i s meeting; the M i n i s t e r 
r e c e i v e d i n f o r m a t i o n on IRCICA*s 
on-going p r o j e c t s and forthcoming 
a c t i v i t i e s . IRCICA D i r e c t o r General 
also met w i t h the Chairman of the 
Ha n d i c r a f t s Board Mr. H a j i Awang 
Mohd. Taha and the Head of the 

Brunei A r t s and H a n d i c r a f t s T r a i n ­
i n g Centre Mr. H a j i Mustapa b i n 
H a j i Ahmad t o discuss mutual coo­
p e r a t i o n and exchange of informa­
t i o n ; he also v i s i t e d the N a t i o n a l 
Museum of Brunei and was received 
by Mr. H a j i Matusin b i n Omar, 
D i r e c t o r o f the Brunei Museum, and 
the H i s t o r i c a l Centre of Brunei 
where he met w i t h Dr. H a j i Awang 
Mohd. J a m i l A l - S u f r i , Head of the 
H i s t o r i c a l Centre. These contacts 
were very u s e f u l t o b e t t e r i n t r o ­
duce IRCICA*s a c t i v i t i e s t o the 
concerned a u t h o r i t i e s o f Brunei 
Darussalam and l a y the foundations 
of a f r u i t f u l c o o peration. 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Seminar on 
RESEARCH IN ISLAMIC CIVILISATION; 
OUTLOOK FOR THE COMING DECADE 

IRCICA w i l l organise t h i s year an 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Seminar on the theme 
of "Research i n I s l a m i c C i v i l i s a ­
t i o n : Outlook f o r the Coming Dec­
ade". The venue w i l l be IRCICA's 
premises a t C i t Qasr, Y i l d i z 
Palace and the dates, 26-29 Sep­
tember 1988. The aim of t h i s p r o ­
j e c t i s t o b r i n g t o g e t h e r the p r o ­
f e s s i o n a l s - policy-makers, admin­
i s t r a t o r s and scholars engaged i n 
the f i e l d s o f I s l a m i c h i s t o r y , a r t 
and c u l t u r e , i n order t o promote 
cooperation and exchange of ideas 
i n t he pl a n n i n g and a c t u a l imple­
mentation o f research programs and 
a c t i v i t i e s . P a r t i c u l a r emphasis 
w i l l be put on the needs of the 
researchers and the problems en­
countered i n the performance o f 
research i n these f i e l d s . Back­
ground papers w i l l be presented by 
s p e c i a l i s t s and scholars and par­
t i c i p a n t s w i l l have the o p p o r t u n i t y 
t o discuss issues and t o p i c s of 
i n t e r e s t a t thematic workshop ses­
s i o n s . The discussions are expected 
t o lead t o recommendations concern­
in g the a m e l i o r a t i o n and develop­
ment o f research a c t i v i t i e s i n the 
I s l a m i c w o r l d i n the coming decade. 

11 



I n t a k i n g the i n i t i a t i v e t o convene 
t h i s i n t e r n a t i o n a l forum, IRCICA 
was prompted by the need f e l t by 
researchers and research i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s f o r g r e a t e r awareness about 
each o t h e r , exchanges of views and 
p o l i c y - o r i e n t e d c o n s u l t a t i o n . The 
Governing Council of IRCICA a t i t s 
S i x t h Meeting (Riyadh, 19 December 
1987) had adopted the p r o j e c t and 
r e a f f i r m e d the n e c e s s i t y t o organ­
i s e such a seminar. I t i s expected 
t h a t an o v e r a l l cooperation would 
thus be i n i t i a t e d , f o r the f i r s t 
time i n the f i e l d s of I s l a m i c h i s ­
t o r y , a r t and c u l t u r e , t o assess 
the problems and shortcomings, and 
t o recommend f o r the b e t t e r . 

I n s h o r t , what i s aimed by t h i s 
p r o j e c t can be termed as the study 
of research i t s e l f i n r e l a t i o n w i t h 
I s l a m i c c i v i l i s a t i o n . Four s u b j e c t 
areas are determined f o r d i s c u s ­
sions on issues and concern areas 
r e l a t e d t o research, as f o l l o w s : 

I . Data and i n f o r m a t i o n i n 
research 

I I . Research methodology 
I I I . Research programs: 

establishment o f p r i o r i t i e s 
IV. Resources: f u n d i n g and 

manpower needs. 

IRCICA j u s t made the f i r s t an­
nouncement t o the concerned autho­
r i t i e s and i n s t i t u t i o n s of the OIC 
Member States and i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s ; t e c h n i c a l and ad­
m i n i s t r a t i v e p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r the 
seminar are c o n t i n u i n g . 

CONFERENCES/MEETINGS 

P a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the " H i t t i n 
Symposium" at Ain Shams Uni v e r s i t y . 
Cairo 

The l a s t of the s e r i e s of symposia 
held on the occasion of the 800th 
a n n i v e r s a r y of Salah a l r D i n a l -
Ayyubi's H i t t i n V i c t o r y (1187) over 
the crusaders took place on 7-9 
March 1988 i n Cairo. The symposium 

was organised j o i n t l y by the Fac­
u l t y of L e t t e r s of Ain-Shams Uni­
v e r s i t y and t h e I n s t i t u t e of H i s ­
t o r y of Egypt. More than 20 papers 
were presented and discussed. Among 
these, communications by s p e c i a l ­
i s t s of the s u b j e c t such as Dr. 
A b d u l f e t t a h Said Ashur, Head of the 
I n s t i t u t e of H i s t o r y of Egypt, he l d 
the a t t e n t i o n of the audience. Dr. 
Ramazan Sesen, IRCICA's expert 
known f o r h i s s t u d i e s on Salah a l -
Din al-Ayyubi and h i s p e r i o d was 
i n v i t e d t o the symposium; he pre­
sented a paper t i t l e d "The Army of 
Salah a l - D i n a t H i t t i n " . A f t e r the 
symposium, Dr. Sesen gave a l e c ­
t u r e i n the same U n i v e r s i t y , on the 
s u b j e c t of the d i f f e r e n t types of 
s c r i p t s used i n o l d I s l a m i c manu­
s c r i p t s . 

Lecture i n Abu Dhabi: 
"Introduction of Modern Sciences 
to the Muslim World" 

IRCICA D i r e c t o r General v i s i t e d the 
C u l t u r a l Foundation i n Abu Dhabi, 
United Arab Emirates upon the k i n d 
i n v i t a t i o n of Mr. Mohammed Ahmed 
S u i d i , D i r e c t o r of C u l t u r e and A r t s 
a t the Foundation. He p a r t i c i p a t e d 
i n the c u l t u r a l sessions of the 
Foundation and gave a l e c t u r e (13 
March). The l e c t u r e focused on the 
p o s i t i o n o f the Muslim World v i s - a ­
v i s the modern sciences which 
progressed c o n t i n u o u s l y i n Europe 
from the Renaissance onwards, and 
the i n t r o d u c t i o n of these sciences 
t o the Muslim w o r l d . 

IRCICA D i r e c t o r General f i r s t h i g h ­
l i g h t e d the c o n t r i b u t i o n s made by 
the Muslims t o wo r l d science and 
c i v i l i s a t i o n i n the f i r s t c e n t u r i e s 
of I slam. He then t a l k e d about the 
Renaissance p e r i o d i n Europe and 
the weakening of Muslims' place i n 
w o r l d science. He reminded the 
audience o f an idea put forward by 
some, t h a t a f t e r t h e i r s c i e n t i f i c 
weakening, Muslims had t h e i r f i r s t 
c o n t a c t w i t h modern sciences d u r i n g 



the French e x p e d i t i o n i n Egypt i n 
1798-1801. He showed, based on 
o r i g i n a l documents and new f i n d ­
i n g s , t h a t the Ottomans were aware 
of modern s c i e n t i f i c developments 
w e l l before the French e x p e d i t i o n ; 
i n t h i s c o n t e x t , he gave examples 
of t r a n s l a t i o n s of Western works 
o f geography, astronomy, medicine, 
m i l i t a r y a r t s e t c . i n t o Arabic and 
T u r k i s h done p r i o r t o the s a i d 
p e r i o d . He also p o i n t e d out t h a t 
no negative r e a c t i o n was shown t o 
these t r a n s f e r s of science by the 
Ottoman r e l i g i o u s a u t h o r i t i e s ; on 
the c o n t r a r y , they encouraged these 
sciences u n t i l the l a s t q u a r t e r of 
19th c e n t u r y . The D i r e c t o r General 
also discussed the reasons why the 
Muslim wo r l d could not e s t a b l i s h 
s c i e n t i f i c a c t i v i t y d o m e s t i c a l l y 
although i t f o l l o w e d t h e s c i e n t i f i c 
d i s c o v e r i e s of - the West. He s a i d 
t h a t i t was not science i t s e l f t h a t 
was t r a n s f e r r e d but o n l y the t e c h ­
niques needed f o r immediate pur­
poses. The aim was not t o o b t a i n 
s c i e n t i f i c knowledge and l a y the 
bases of indigenous science, but 
t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e State and i n ­
crease p r o s p e r i t y i n the country 
as r a p i d l y as p o s s i b l e . Coming t o 
the s t a t e o f science i n the Muslim 
w o r l d today, t h e D i r e c t o r General 
analysed i t from the p o i n t of view 

o f the s o c i o l o g y of science. He 
looked i n t o t h e s i t u a t i o n of man­
power engaged i n science i n the 
Muslim w o r l d , as w e l l as the mag­
n i t u d e of government funds a l l o ­
cated t o science. He presented 
s t a t i s t i c s of s c i e n t i f i c manpower 
and funds spent on research and 
development i n Muslim c o u n t r i e s , 
and compared them t o the f i g u r e s 
concerning developed c o u n t r i e s . 
IRCICA D i r e c t o r General ended h i s 
l e c t u r e by emphasizing the neces­
s i t y t o support and encourage s t u ­
dies on s c i e n t i f i c a c t i v i t i e s i n 
the Muslim wo r l d and t o e s t a b l i s h 
and promote s c i e n t i f i c i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s , so t h a t Muslims could again 
have a share i n w o r l d science. He 
s a i d t h a t an important task incum­
bent upon policy-makers, s c i e n t i s t s 
and e d u c a t i o n a l and c u l t u r a l i n s ­
t i t u t i o n s i s t o promote i n t e r e s t 
i n science among young gen e r a t i o n s , 
t o e s t a b l i s h and strengthen the 
foundations of indigenous science 
and t o r e i n f o r c e s c i e n t i f i c i n s ­
t i t u t i o n s . 

IRCICA. D i r e c t o r General's v i s i t t o 
the U n i t e d Arab Emirates was also 
u s e f u l i n t h e c o n t e x t o f the coo­
p e r a t i o n between the C u l t u r a l 
Foundation and IRCICA. Meetings 
were he l d w i t h the Foundation's 
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a u t h o r i t i e s on various subjects of 
common i n t e r e s t . The D i r e c t o r Gen­
e r a l also v i s i t e d the U n i v e r s i t y 
of the United Arab Emirates i n the 
c i t y of A i n , where he gave a l e c ­
t u r e about 1RCICA and i t s p r o j e c t s . 

The Ruler of Sharjah receives 
IRCICA D i r e c t o r General 

on the Gulf r e g i o n and c u l t u r a l 
issues i n general. H.H. Sheikh Dr. 
S u l t a n b i n Mohammed Al-Qasimi very 
k i n d l y o f f e r e d t o IRCICA D i r e c t o r 
General the work t i t l e d "The Myth 
of Arab P i r a c y i n the G u l f " , h i s 
PhD t h e s i s at Exeter U n i v e r s i t y i n 
England. 

IRCICA Director General received by H.H. Sheikh Sultan bin 
Mohammed Al-Qastml, Ruler of Sharjah 

H.H.Sheikh Dr.Sultan b i n Mohammed 
Al-Qasimi, member of the High 
Council of the U n i t e d Arab Emirates 
and Ruler of Sharjah r e c e i v e d the 
D i r e c t o r General o f IRCICA i n h i s 
c o u r t on IS March 1988. During the 
meeting held i n a f r i e n d l y atmo­
sphere, the D i r e c t o r General t a l k e d 
about the Centre's s t u d i e s and 
a c t i v i t i e s , e s p e c i a l l y the I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l Seminar on Research i n 
I s l a m i c C i v i l i s a t i o n t o be held 
soon. The Ruler of Sharjah showed 
t o the D i r e c t o r General h i s l i b r a r y 
and archives and the precious 
books, manuscripts and p a i n t i n g s 
they c o n t a i n ; a d i s c u s s i o n and ex­
change of views was made over sub­
j e c t s concerning s c h o l a r l y s t u d i e s 
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EXHIBITIONS 

P a r t i c i p a t i o n a t the 20th 
Cairo Book F a i r 

The 20th Cairo I n t e r n a t i o n a l Book 
F a i r , t h i r d b i g g e s t o f i t s k i n d i n 
the w o r l d , took place from 21 Jan­
uary t o 3 February 1988. 1700 pub­
l i s h e r s and b o o k s e l l e r s from 52 
c o u n t r i e s took p a r t i n t h e f a i r 
t h i s year and 12.5 m i l l i o n books 
were presented. 

IRCICA p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the f a i r f o r 
the f i f t h time t h i s year. This 
a c t i v i t y proved u s e f u l , as i n the 
previous years, i n promoting the 
Centre's p u b l i c a t i o n s and a c q u i r i n g 



new books f o r i t s l i b r a r y . I t also 
provided an o p p o r t u n i t y t o disse­
minate recent i n f o r m a t i o n on the 
Centre's a c t i v i t i e s i n ge n e r a l ; Mr. 
H a l i t Eren, D i r e c t o r of IRCICA L i ­
b r a r y who represented the Centre 
i n the f a i r gave an i n t e r v i e w t o 
the Egyptian r a d i o , as w e l l as some 
d a i l y and weekly press media; among 
o t h e r s , "Al-Akhbar" dated 27 Jan­
uary 1988 int r o d u c e d IRCICA's pub­
l i c a t i o n s . 

E x h i b i t i o n on t r a d i t i o n a l 
decorative a r t s 

M i n i a t u r e s , and samples of m o t i f s 
and p a t t e r n s used i n I s l a m i c deco­
r a t i v e a r t s were d i s p l a y e d a t the 
Centre from 25 January t o 1 s t Feb­
r u a r y . The works d i s p l a y e d were 
made by Mrs. Kadriye Aras, T u r k i s h 
a r t i s t whose aim was, i n t h i s and 
her previous nine e x h i b i t i o n s , t o 
c o n t r i b u t e t o the p r e s e r v a t i o n and 
b e t t e r i n t r o d u c t i o n of the t r a d i ­
t i o n a l I s l a m i c d e c o r a t i v e a r t s . She 
reproduced the m i n i a t u r e s and o r ­
namental m o t i f s on panels o f wood 
and glass by means of s p e c i a l 
p a i n t s . 

Exhibition of B r i t i s h books 
on "Ottoman Culture and 
Modern Turkey" 

This e x h i b i t i o n was organised 
j o i n t l y by IRCICA and the B r i t i s h 
Council and opened on 11 A p r i l 1988 
a t IRCICA's e x h i b i t i o n h a l l . On 
d i s p l a y were around one hundred 
books published i n the U.K. and 
concerning a wide range of t o p i c s 
r e l a t e d t o the h i s t o r y , c u l t u r e , 
economy, geography, a r t s and a r ­
c h i t e c t u r e and other aspects and 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the Ottoman 
State and the Republic of Turkey. 
These books a l t o g e t h e r c o n s t i t u t e 
a valuable b i b l i o g r a p h y of r e f e ­
rences f o r those i n t e r e s t e d i n 
Ottoman and modern T u r k i s h h i s t o r y , 
c u l t u r e and a r t s . During the e x h i ­
b i t i o n , documentary video f i l m s on 
"Suleyman the M a g n i f i c i c n t " and 
"Modern Turkey" were shown t o the 
v i s i t o r s . 

IRCICA*s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the 
Abu Dhabi I n t e r n a t i o n a l Book F a i r 

IRCICA p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the Second 
Abu Dhabi I n t e r n a t i o n a l Book F a i r 
organised by the C u l t u r a l Founda­
t i o n , Abu Dhabi, from 30 March t o 
12 A p r i l 1988. The e x h i b i t i o n was 
inaugurated by H.E. Sheikh Ahmed 
K h a l i f a a l - S u w a i d i , personal r e ­
p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the President of 
the Un i t e d Arab Emirates. 290 pub­
l i s h e r s and b o o k s e l l e r s p a r t i c i -

Inauguratlon of Abu Dhabi Book Fair: H.E.Sheikh Ahmed Khalifa 
Al-Sutraldl, personal representative of the President of the 

United Arab Emirates visits IRCICA's stand 
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pated i n the f a i r ; about 500 000 
t i t l e s of books i n d i f f e r e n t l a n ­
guages were di s p l a y e d and aroused 
g r e a t i n t e r e s t . IKCICA was repre­
sented i n the f a i r by Mr. Mohammed 
Tamimi and presented samples of a l l 
i t s p u b l i c a t i o n s . The Centre would 
l i k e t o take t h i s occasion t o con­
vey i t s thanks t o the organisers 
of the book f a i r f o r the assistance 
and f a c i l i t i e s provided. 

LECTURES 
"The a e s t h e t i c * ! structure 
o f c a l l i g r a p h y " 

A l e c t u r e was given on the above 
theme on ?. January by Dr. Savas 
Cevik, member of the .Faculty of 
Fine A r t s of Mimar Sinan Univer­
s i t y , i n the framework o f IKCICA's 
s e r i e s o f l o c a l l e c t u r e s on I s l a m i c 
a r t and c u l t u r e . Here i s a summary 
of t h e ideas put forward by the 
l e c t u r e r : 

" C a l l i g r a p h y has a s p e c i a l place 
w i t h i n p l a s t i c a r t s . I t a l s o has 
d i s t i n g u i s h i n g f e a t u r e s compared 
t o o t h e r types of w r i t i n g . With 
respect t o the forms of the l e t t e r s 
and the types of compositions i t 
uses, i t s p l a s t i c and a e s t h e t i c a l 
s t r u c t u r e d i f f e r s s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
from the o t h e r types of w r i t i n g . 
C a l l i g r a p h y has an organic c o n s i s ­
tency and encompasses also the 
Q u f ' i s t y l e which i s i n a c e r t a i n 
sense, g e o m e t r i c a l . Despite the 
f a c t t h a t i t i s much more compli­
cated and hard t o perform than 
w r i t i n g i n L a t i n s c r i p t , c a l l i ­
graphy allows f l e x i b i l i t y o f form 
and composition because o f the 
shape of the c h a r a c t e r s and the 
p o s s i b i l i t y o f combining the l e t ­
t e r s t h a t come one a f t e r the o t h e r . 
C a l l i g r a p h y i s by i t s e l f an auth­
e n t i c a r t i s t i c phenomenon. Because 
of i t s i n n e r a e s t h e t i c a l u n i t y , i t 
contains elements o f the a r t of 
drawing t o o ; however, these s i m i ­
l a r i t i e s must not lead us t o con­
s i d e r i t as a drawing a r t " . 

"Islam and Foreign Relations" 

Prof.Dr. Alexander Hendrik de Groot 
from the F a c u l t y o f L e t t e r s o f 
Leiden U n i v e r s i t y , Netherlands gave 
a l e c t u r e a t IRCICA i n the evening 
of 13 January 1988, about " I s l a m 
and Foreign R e l a t i o n s - the example 
of Ottoman p o l i c y towards Western 
European States and v i c e versa". 
The l e c t u r e was organised w i t h the 
cooperation o f Mr.Eric T.J.T.Kwint, 
Consul General of the Netherlands 
i n I s t a n b u l and attended by a num­
ber o f d i s t i n g u i s h e d guests. The 
l e c t u r e r holds various academic 
honorary o f f i c e s and f u n c t i o n s , 
such as President of the S e l e c t i o n 
Committee f o r Research i n I s l a m i c 
Studies of the Netherlands Organi­
s a t i o n f o r the Advancement of Pure 
S c i e n t i f i c Research, member of the 
Royal A s i a t i c S ociety (London) and 
the Societe A s i a t i q u e ( P a r i s ) , 
member of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Com­
m i t t e e f o r Pre-Ottoman and Ottoman 
Studies (CIEP0). 

Prof.Dr.Alexander Hendrik de Groot 

Prof.Dr.de Groot p o i n t e d out t h a t 
the Ottoman State had e s t a b l i s h e d 
good r e l a t i o n s w i t h Western Europe 
i n i t s f o r e i g n p o l i c y and m a i n t a i n ­
ed these r e l a t i o n s f o r c e n t u r i e s . 
A f t e r a long experience, a c e r t a i n 
t r a d i t i o n o f a m i l d a t t i t u d e t o ­
wards non-Muslim c o u n t r i e s was es­
t a b l i s h e d . This approach was also 
r e f l e c t e d i n the i n t e r n a l p o l i c y 
of the State towards non-Muslims 

http://Prof.Dr.de


l i v i n g on the Ottoman t e r r i t o r y . 
The Lecturer explained that the 
legal a u t h o r i t i e s of the Ottoman 
State did not object to t h i s ap­
proach and there was an understand­
ing that the Sultan as the pro­
tector of the law should also t r y 
to ensure an atmosphere of peace 
as long as i t was possible. 

"The form of the ship 
i n Islamic c r a f t s " 

Various descriptions and in t e r p r e ­
tations of the form of the ship can 
be seen on decorations i n museums, 
l i b r a r i e s , palaces, cemeteries, old 
houses as w e l l as documents and 
a r t i s t i c objects made of d i f f e r e n t 
types of material. The u t i l i s a t i o n 
of the form of the ship as a motif 
i n Islamic c r a f t s was the theme of 
a lecture given on 16 January by 
Mrs. Engin bzdcniz, expert of 
t r a d i t i o n a l decorative a r t s . The 
lecturer gave h i s t o r i c a l informa­
t i o n about samples of artefacts 
bearing motifs of the ship, showing 
eit h e r the o r i g i n a l s , reproduc­
t i o n s , photographs or photocopies 
of these documents/objects and 
providing explanations on t h e i r 
materials and techniques. These 
range over a wide spectrum, from 
embroidery and weaving to wood and 
marble carving. 

CoMBiTfiration of Calliftrapher 
Sami Efendi 

Sami Efendi i s considered by many 
as the master of the d j a l i c a l l i ­
graphic s t y l e u n r i v a l l e d since mid-
19th century. He was born i n 1838 
i n Istanbul. His inborn t a l e n t add­
ed to the t r a i n i n g he received from 
the masters of his time such as 
Recai Efendi, Ismail Hakki Efendi, 
M i Haydar Bey and Nasih Efendi 
made him excel! i n most of the 
ca l l i g r a p h i c s t y l e s . He thought 
t h i s a r t f o r any years u n t i l his 
death i n 1912; well-known c a l l i -
graphers such as Kamil Akdik, Nec-
meddin Okyay and Aziz Efendi were 
his pupils. 

A public lecture was given at 
IRCICA on 5 March on the occasion 
of the 150th anniversary of the 
calligrapher's b i r t h . The lecturer 
was Prof. Ugur Derman, IRCICA*s 
Art Advisor; he dwelt upon the l i f e 
and the works of the calligrapher 
and showed slides of his c a l l i -
graphies. 

C&lllgraphy by Sami Efendi 
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**Mimar S i n a n and the 
Siileymaniye Mosque** 

Another Saturday p u b l i c l e c t u r e was 
given a t 1RCICA on the above theme, 
on 19 March by Arch. Erciiment Tar-
can, member of the F a c u l t y of Ar­
c h i t e c t u r e of Mimar Sinan Univer­
s i t y . A l a r g e audience attended 
t h i s l e c t u r e which was organised 
on the occasion of the 400th anni­
versary of the g r e a t a r c h i t e c t ' s 
death. 

The l e c t u r e r t a l k e d about the l i f e 
and the works of Mimar Sinan and 
the Siileymaniye Mosque b u i l t by 
him. He s a i d t h a t each new a r c h i ­
t e c t u r a l design of Sinan d i f f e r e d 
much from the previous ones, what 
was an i n d i c a t i o n of h i s c r e a t i v e 
t a l e n t . He p o i n t ed out t h a t these 
designs had i n s p i r e d many Western 
a r c h i t e c t s but t h a t he was e q u alled 
by no one i n c r e a t i v e n e s s . He show­
ed s l i d e s of a r c h i t e c t u r a l designs 
which were modelled on Sinan's 

works and gave t e c h n i c a l explana­
t i o n s on the e r r o r s made w h i l e they 
were copied. He also compared the 
masterpieces of Sinan w i t h those 
of the Renaissance and Gothic 
periods i n the West. On Sinan's 
p e r s o n a l i t y and approach t o h i s 
a r t , he s a i d t h a t Sinan aimed not 
t o e r e c t spacious and impressive 
b u i l d i n g s but t o c r eate a peaceful 
and comfortable atmosphere f o r 
people t o l i v e , work and pray. He 
s a i d u n l i k e the a r c h i t e c t s of the 
Renaissance who used geometrical 
forms e x t e n s i v e l y changing the 
n a t u r a l shape of the t h i n g s , Sinan 
thought nature was f r e e . Sinan also 
t r i e d t o g i v e a c e r t a i n rythm t o 
h i s a r c h i t e c t u r e and was i n f l u e n c e d 
by music. Mr. Tarcan concluded h i s 
l e c t u r e by showing a f i l m he had 
produced h i m s e l f , f e a t u r i n g the 
Siileymaniye Mosque and i t s a r c h i ­
t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s . 

Arch. Erciiment Tarcan lecturing 



(ICPICH) INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR T H E 
PRESERVATION OF ISLAMIC CULTURAL HERITAGE 

17TH ISLAMIC CONFERENCE APPRECIATES 
ICPICH ACTIVITIES 

The 17th I s l a m i c Conference of 
M i n i s t e r s of F o r e i g n A f f a i r s of the 
Member S t a t e s of the OIC, h e l d i n 
Amman, Jordan on 21-25 March 1988 
examined and d i s c u s s e d the a c t i v i t y 
r e p o r t submitted by the I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l Commission f o r the P r e s e r ­
v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l H e r i t a g e 
( I C P I C H ) . The r e p o r t covered the 
accomplishments of the Commission 
s i n c e the 16th I s l a m i c Conference 
( J a n u a r y 1986), and the c o n c r e t e 
s t e p s taken i n the implementation 
of some of i t s p r o j e c t s . The Con­
f e r e n c e e x p r e s s e d i t s a p p r e c i a t i o n 
f o r the two co m p e t i t i o n s o r g a n i s e d 
by ICPICH, namely the King Fahd 
Awards Competition f o r Design and 
Res e a r c h i n I s l a m i c A r c h i t e c t u r e 
and the F i r s t I n t e r n a t i o n a l C a l l i ­
graphy Competition. 

ICPICH was r e p r e s e n t e d a t the 17th 
I s l a m i c Conference by Prof.Dr.Ek-
meleddin I h s a n o g l u , S e c r e t a r y of 
the Commission and Dr. Mohammed 
S a l e h Gazdar, D i r e c t o r of the 
L i a i s o n and C o o r d i n a t i o n Bureau of 
H. R.H. P r i n c e F a i s a l b i n Fahd b i n 
A b d u l a z i z , Chairman of the Commis­
s i o n . T.n the o p e r a t i o n a l paragraphs 
of the R e s o l u t i o n no. ICFM/17-88/ 
CS/DR.15/RBV.2 conc e r n i n g ICPICH, 
the 17th I s l a m i c Conference: 

I . Commends the Commission f o r o r ­
g a n i s i n g the f i r s t c o m p e t i t i o n 
of "King Fahd Award f o r Design 

and R e s e a r c h i n I s l a m i c A r c h i ­
t e c t u r e " , and the f i r s t " I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l Competition f o r C a l l i ­
graphy". 

2. E x p r e s s e s s i n c e r e g r a t i t u d e t o 
His Royal Highness P r i n c e F a i s a l 
B i n Fahd B i n Abdul A z i z , C h a i r ­
man of the Commission, f o r h i s 
continued patronage and g u i d ­
ance to the Commission. 

3. C a l l s upon the Commission to 
con t i n u e c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h the 
Member S t a t e s f o r the pres e r v a ­
t i o n of the I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e , 
w i t h a view t o c o l l a t i n g Member 
S t a t e s ' e f f o r t s i n t h i s f i e l d . 

4. E x p r e s s e s s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h the 
f u l l c o o r d i n a t i o n e x i s t i n g b e t ­
ween the Commission and the I s ­
t a n b u l C e n t r e as the e x e c u t i v e 
organ of the Commission. 

5. Approves the f u t u r e P l a n of 
A c t i o n i n c l u d e d i n the Commis­
s i o n ' s r e p o r t . 

6. C a l l s upon the Commission's 
S e c r e t a r i a t t o o r g a n i s e a 
t r a i n i n g c o u r se f o r s p e c i a l i s t s 
i n t he r e s t o r a t i o n of manus­
c r i p t s , i n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h the 
Suleymaniye L i b r a r y i n I s t a n ­
b u l , f o r the b e n e f i t of Member 
S t a t e s which need such a r a r e 
e x p e r t i s e . 
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CONTRIBUTORS TO KING FAHD AWARDS 1986 
HONOURED IN ISTANBUL 

As r e p o r t e d i n the previous issue 
of our Newsletter, the p r e s e n t a t i o n 
ceremony of. King Fahd Awards 1986 
i n I s l a m i c A r c h i t e c t u r e was held 
i n Riyadh, Saudi Arabia on 20 Dec­
ember 1987. 

The winners of the c o m p e t i t i o n re­
ceived t h e i r p r i z e s d u r i n g t h a t 
ceremony; the members of the Jury 
were given medals and c e r t i f i c a t e s 
of honour. However, two of the 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d Jury members, an 
award-winner and some of those who 
c o n t r i b u t e d t o the su c c e s f u l o r ­
g a n i s a t i o n of the c o m p e t i t i o n could 
not a t t e n d the Riyadh ceremony; i n 
order t o present them t h e i r awards 
and c e r t i f i c a t e s , a sm a l l e r - s c a l e 
ceremony was organised a t IRCICA, 
the S e c r e t a r i a t of the I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l Commission f o r the Preser­
v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l Heritage 
on 28 January 1988. 

H.E.Dr. Abdulaziz Mohieddin Khoja, 
Ambassador of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia honoured the ceremony and 
d i s t r i b u t e d the awards i n the name 
of the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Fahd. Members of the 
d i p l o m a t i c missions, s c h o l a r s , 
a r c h i t e c t s , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of 
press agencies and the s t a f f o f the 
Commission S e c r e t a r i a t were pr e ­
sent. 

Prof.Dr. Ekmcleddin Ihsanoglu, 
Secretary of the Commission and 
Head of the Organising Committee 
of the Competition inaugurated the 
ceremony by a speech g i v i n g b r i e f 
i n f o r m a t i o n on the o b j e c t i v e s and 
r e s u l t s of the c o m p e t i t i o n , as w e l l 
as on the a c t i v i t i e s of the Com­
mission i n general. He thanked a l l 
those who c o n t r i b u t e d t o the com­
p e t i t i o n and c o n g r a t u l a t e d the 
winners. 

From the right: Professors Haluk Sezgln, Butlent Ozer, 
Ekmeleddln thsanoglu, H.E.Dr.Abdulaziz Mohieddin 

Khoja, Prof.Dr. Aptullah Kuran and Mrs. Aula 
Auverdl, widow of late Dr.AllgOl Ayverdl 



H.E.Dr.Abdulazlz Mohleddln Khoja, 
Ambassador of Saudi Arabia 

Then, the Ambassador of Saudi Ara­
b i a took the f l o o r on behalf of the 
Saudi Arabian Government; he ex­
pressed h i s thanks t o the Jury 
members of the King Fahd Awards 
1986 Competition and h i s congratu­
l a t i o n s t o the winners. He also 
thanked the Organising Committee 
of the c o m p e t i t i o n and members of 
the Commission S e c r e t a r i a t i n I s ­
t a n b u l and s a i d they had performed 
an e x c e l l e n t work. He emphasized 
t h a t the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission 
f o r the P r e s e r v a t i o n o f the I s l a m i c 
C u l t u r a l H eritage and the p r o j e c t s 
i t undertook are a vigourous e v i ­
dence and symbol of the d e t e r m i ­
n a t i o n of I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s t o 
preserve t h e i r h e r i t a g e and c u l ­
t u r e . Concluding h i s speech, H.E. 
Dr. Abdulaziz Mohieddin Khoja p r e ­
sented medals and c e r t i f i c a t e s o f 
r e c o g n i t i o n t o Prof.Dr. A p t u l l a h 
Kuran and Prof .Dr. B i i l e n t Ozer, 
members of the Competition J u r y , 
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and t o Prof.Dr. Haluk Sezgin, t u t o r 
of a winning design; he gave an 
award t o Arch. Aynur Goka who had 
won the symbolic p r i z e which was 
i n s t i t u t e d i n the name of l a t e 
Arch.Dr. A l i g i i l A y v e r d i , the f i r s t 
Secretary of the King Fahd Awards 
Competition. 

The Ambassador of Saudi Arabia then 
d i s t r i b u t e d c e r t i f i c a t e s and medals 
t o those s t a f f members of the Com­
mission S e c r e t a r i a t who c o n t r i b u t e d 
t o the o r g a n i s a t i o n of the competi­
t i o n . 
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NEWSFILE ON ISLAMIC H E R I T A G E 

Audio-visual presentation i n 
London; "Al-Aqsa Mosque: 
A Heritage Threatened" 

An a u d i o - v i s u a l programme on the 
h i s t o r y and r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of A l -
Aqsa Mosque was presented t o the 
p u b l i c on 7 March a t Chelsea Town 
H a l l i n London, f o l l o w e d by a 
panel. The programme was commis­
sioned by the Al-Aqsa R e s t o r a t i o n 
Fund, under the auspices of the 
O f f i c e of H.R.H. Crown Prince Hasan 
b i n T a l l a l o f Jordan; i t was w r i t ­
t e n and d i r e c t e d by Tuma Hazou and 
produced i n London by Zara N u t t i n g 
& Co. I t i s now being i n s t a l l e d as 
a permanent f e a t u r e a t the King 
Abdullah Mosque i n Amman, t o be 
shown t o v i s i t o r s . Mr. A l i s t a i r 
Duncan, D i r e c t o r of the World of 
Is l a m F e s t i v a l T r u s t (London) which 
was among the sponsors of the 
programme, informed us t h a t the 
p r e s e n t a t i o n p o r t r a y s the h i s t o r y 
of the mosque from the " M i r a j " ( t h e 
N i g h t Journey o f the Prophet P.B.U. 
H.) t o the present. I t describes 
the r e s t o r a t i o n and p r e s e r v a t i v e 
work c a r r i e d out down the centu­
r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the present 
c e n t u r y by Ottomans and l a t e r P a l ­
e s t i n i a n and Jordanian a u t h o r i t i e s , 
u n t i l t he occupation of Al-Quds i n 
1967. I t also p o i n t s out the da­
mages caused by the attempt t o burn 
down Al-Aqsa Mosque i n 1969 and, 
on the othe r hand, i t reviews the 
subsequent i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s 
made i n order t o r e s t o r e and r e p a i r 
t h i s t h i r d Holy Mosque i n Islam . 
The a u d i o - v i s u a l p r e s e n t a t i o n as a 
whole i s a s t o r y of e f f o r t s by 
Muslims t o ma i n t a i n t h i s p h y s i c a l 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n of deep f a i t h a g a i n s t 
continuous t h r e a t s of d e s t r u c t i o n . 
Part of the photography presented 
are by Mr.Duncan w h i l e o t h e r unique 
picture's were drawn from the ar­
chives of Al-Aqsa D i r e c t o r a t e . 

Conference on Architect Sinan 
in Morocco 

On the occasion of the 400th anni­
versary of h i s death, the grea t 
a r c h i t e c t Sinan (1489-1588) i s 
commemorated almost everywhere and 
e s p e c i a l l y i n I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s . 
I n the c o n t e x t of the commemoration 
programmes, an e x h i b i t i o n of Si -
nan's works i n photographs was o r ­
ganised i n Rabat, upon the i n i t i a ­
t i v e of the M i n i s t r y of C u l t u r a l 
A f f a i r s of Morocco and w i t h the 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n o f T u r k i s h a u t h o r i ­
t i e s . The e x h i b i t i o n was opened on 
15 March. 

The signature and seal of Sinan 

I n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h i s a c t i v i t y , 
1RCICA,organised a l e c t u r e i n Ra­
bat , on 17 March, about the l i f e 
and the works of Sinan. The l e c t u r e 
was given by a r c h i t e c t Prof.Dr. 
B i i l e n t Ozer, Vice-Rector and Head 
of the Chair of A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
Theory and H i s t o r y of Mimar Sinan 
U n i v e r s i t y . We give below a sum­
mary o f Prof. Dr. B i i l e n t Ozer's 
l e c t u r e : 

" I n the p e r i o d when the Ottoman 
State was po w e r f u l , extremely 
dynamic and a t the peak of i t s 
development, Sinan managed t o gi v e 
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h i s a r c h i t e c t u r e an impulse which 
placed him a t the t o p of the a r t 
of b u i l d i n g i n the p r e - i n d u s t r i a l 
era. The existence of masterpieces 
such as the Ulucami i n Bursa, the 
O c s e r e f e l i Mosque i n Edirne, the 
F a t i h , Beyazit and Selim Mosques 
i n I s t a n b u l , as w e l l as the o l d 
churches of Sai n t Sophia, Sa i n t 
Serge and Sai n t Bacchus i n I s t a n ­
b u l must have been f o r him ch a l ­
lenges he could not escape. I n my 
o p i n i o n , t h i s i s the major reason 
t h a t lead him t o a d a r i n g , sponta­
neous p l u r a l i s m ; t h u s , Sinan had 
t o compete w i t h these previous ar­
c h i t e c t u r a l achievements and always 

ments, such as the Mosque of Sinan 
Pasa which i s "almost a r e p l i c a 
of the pro t o t y p e O c s e r e f e l i i n 
Edirne", and other works which 
f o l l o w e d i n t h i s category, the 
Mosques of Kara Ahmet Pasa, Semiz 
A l i Pasa, Molla Qelebi, Sokollu 
and A t i k V a l i d e . He s a i d : 

"The Selimiye i n Edirne stands not 
only as the c u l m i n a t i o n p o i n t of 
h i s own career, but also as t h a t 
of the domed a r c h i t e c t u r e i n gene 
r a l . . . The Mosque of Sokollu i n 
Azapkapi was, i n a sense, the 
c o n t i n u a t i o n of the g r e a t expe­
r i e n c e of Selimiye but doub l i n g the 

Suleymanlye Mosque In Istanbul, built between 1550-56 

t r i e d t o surpass and transcend 
them, o r , i n a few cases, t o re­
b u i l d them w i t h a c e r t a i n aim i n 
mind, a t l e a s t t o t r a n s f o r m or im­
prove them. Almost a t the beginning 
of h i s career, he was tempted by 
Sain t Sophia and also by the Be­
y a z i t Mosque t o have h i s say i n 
t h i s category, and he b u i l t the 
Sehzade Mosque, f o l l o w e d by the 
Siilcymaniye Mosque ( o f Sul t a n Sii-
leyman the M a g n i f i c e n t ) which i s 
c l o s e r t o i t s p r o t o t y p e s . S t i l l i n 
t h i s category, the Mosque of Ki -
l i c A l i Pasa was t o c o n s t i t u t e , 
l a t e r i n h i s l i f e , a r a t h e r cor­
r e c t i v e and p u r i f y i n g contemporary 
r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of Sai n t Sophia". 

I n the same c o n t e x t , the l e c t u r e r 
gave oth e r examples of mosques 
Sinan b u i l t t o b e t t e r understand 
and e x e r c i s e over e x i s t i n g monu-

number of the conchas. From t h i s 
angle, i t can be compared t o San 
V i t a l e i n Ravenne; i n oth e r words, 
in s t e a d of the f o u r diagonal h a l f -
domes i n Se l i m i y e , the Sokollu has 
e i g h t conchas of d i f f e r e n t dimen­
s i o n s , which gives t o the i n t e r i o r 
space a very s o p h i s t i c a t e d r y t h m i c 
a c c e l e r a t i o n . While i t j u s t i f i e s 
the l i b e r t y o f s t y l i s t i c c r e a t i o n 
provided t h a t the a u t h e n t i c i t y of 
each new accomplishment i s r e s ­
pected, the p l u r a l i s m of Sinan i n ­
d i c a t e s a t the same time the j u d i ­
cious path t o be f o l l o w e d v i s - a - v i s 
the p a s t , i . e . the h i s t o r i c a l and 
t r a d i t i o n a l examples. I n f a c t , what 
impresses us i n him i s t h a t he 
never enslaved h i m s e l f t o them. I n 
my view, i t i s here t h a t we f i n d 
the r e a l and t i m e l e s s s p i r i t o f h i s 
h e r i t a g e a t the 400th anniversary 
of h i s death". 



Baghdad Int e r n a t i o n a l 
Calligraphy F e s t i v a l 
ends with success 

The f e s t i v a l programme also i n c l u d ­
ed a seminar. Twelve papers were 
presented on c a l l i g r a p h y , decora­
t i v e a r t s and r e l a t e d s u b j e c t s . 

Jnaugrurat lon o f Che Baghdad Calligraphy Festival 

The f i r s t Baghdad I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
F e s t i v a l of Arabic C a l l i g r a p h y and 
I s l a m i c Decoration was held from 
24-30 A p r i l 1988, under the aus­
pices of the M i n i s t r y of C u l t u r e 
and I n f o r m a t i o n of I r a q . About 250 
a r t i s t s and s p e c i a l i s t s of I s l a m i c 
a r t s from 29 d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s 
as w e l l as lo v e r s of a r t and j o u r ­
n a l i s t s p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the event. 

H.E.Mr.Latif Nasecf Jasem, M i n i s t e r 
of C u l t u r e and I n f o r m a t i o n of I r a q 
inaugurated the f e s t i v a l and wel­
comed a l l p a r t i c i p a n t s . He s a i d the 
f e s t i v a l was an important a c t i v i t y 
because i t emphasized the c r u c i a l 
place of w r i t i n g i n l i f e ; even the 
h i s t o r y o f mankind had s t a r t e d w i t h 
w r i t i n g . The M i n i s t e r also inaugu­
r a t e d the e x h i b i t i o n of the f e s t i ­
v a l , where 678 works of c a l l i ­
graphy, g i l d i n g and i l l u m i n a t i o n 
were d i s p l a y e d . There were c a l l i -
graphics i n the well-known s t y l e s 
such as the t h u l u t h , the n a s i h , the 
di w a n i , the q u f i , the t a i i q , as 
w e l l as a r t i s t i c a p p l i c a t i o n s on 
me t a l , wood and l e a t h e r . Awards 
were d i s t r i b u t e d t o the best t h i r ­
teen works. 

IKCICA, the S e c r e t a r i a t of ICPICH 
c o n t r i b u t e d t o the seminar w i t h 
t h r e e papers. One was by 1RCTCA 
D i r e c t o r General Prof.Dr. Ekmel-
eddin thsanoglu, t i t l e d "The 
Future of C a l l i g r a p h y " ; the paper 
was read by Mr.Mohammed Tamimi 
since the D i r e c t o r General was i n 
I s t a n b u l t o re c e i v e the M i n i s t e r 
of Foreign A f f a i r s i n Malaysia a t 
the Centre. The second paper by 
Prof.Ugur Dcrman, expert i n 
I s l a m i c a r t s was t i t l e d " C a l l i ­
graphy i n the Ottonman p e r i o d " ; the 
p r e s e n t a t i o n was accompanie'd w i t h 
a show of s l i d e s of famous c a l l i ­
graphic works. T h i r d , Mr.Mohammed 
Tamimi, Secretary of the F i r s t I n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l C a l l i g r a p h y Competition 
organised by ICPICH, presented a 
study on the c o m p e t i t i o n and i t s 
r e s u l t s . 

At the c l o s i n g session, the p a r t i ­
c i p a n t s discussed the p o s s i b l e ways 
of promoting c a l l i g r a p h y and pro­
t e c t i n g and h e l p i n g the c a l l i g r a p h -
e r s . They issued a F i n a l Declara­
t i o n and recommended the f o l l o w i n g , 
i n summary: 
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E f f o r t s should be made t o es­
t a b l i s h a f a c u l t y i n I r a q , t o 
teach Arabic c a l l i g r a p h y and 
I s l a m i c d e c o r a t i o n ; 
A request should be made t o the 
M i n i s t r i e s of Education of Arab 
and other I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s t o 
consider teaching c a l l i g r a p h y 
i n the f i r s t and second l e v e l 
of education, promoting c a l l i ­
graphy and p r o t e c t i n g c a l l i -
graphers; 
Publishers and i n f o r m a t i o n 
agencies should be requested 
t o respect the p r i n c i p l e s and 
r u l e s of Arabic c a l l i g r a p h y i n 
the i n f o r m a t i o n they p u b l i s h 
and disseminate; e f f o r t s should 
be made t o prevent d e l i b e r a t e 
attempts t o d i s t o r t the Arabic 
l e t t e r s by pretending t o 
modernisation; 
M i n i s t r i e s of C u l t u r e and I n ­
f o r m a t i o n i n I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s 
should take the r e s p o n s a b i l i t y 
of promoting Arabic c a l l i g r a p h y 
by o r g a n i s i n g e x h i b i t i o n s , 
f e s t i v a l s , symposia and compe 
t i t i o n s as they do f o r othe r 
a r t s ; 
C a l l i g r a p h e r s should be p r o ­
t e c t e d and grouped i n o f f i c i a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s t o be created i n 
I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s ; an I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l League of C a l l i g r a p h e r s 
should be e s t a b l i s h e d i n Bagh­

dad, i n order t o upgrade and 
promote c a l l i g r a p h y , solve the 
d i f f i c u l t i e s and remove the 
obstacles which hinder i t s 
progress; 

6. A permanent commission should 
be e s t a b l i h c d t o f o l l o w - u p the 
ex c u t i o n of the decisions and 
recommendations of the Baghdad 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e s t i v a l of Arab­
i c C a l l i g r a p h y and I s l a m i c De­
c o r a t i o n and t o make prepara 
t i o n s f o r the second f e s t i v a l ; 

7. Each p a r t i c i p a n t i n the f e s t i ­
v a l should c a r r y i t s message 
t o h i s home country and commu­
n i c a t e h i s impressions and 
observations; 

8. The programme of the second 
f e s t i v a l should i n c l u d e a com­
p e t i t i o n t o s e l e c t the best 
c a l l i g r a p h i e s and organise an 
e x h i b i t i o n which would t r a v e l 
t o d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s ; 

9. A brochure about the f e s t i v a l 
a c t i v i t i e s should be published 
t o serve as a reference f o r 
those who are i n t e r e s t e d ; 

10. The works t o be presented i n 
f u t u r e f e s t i v a l s should be 
o r i g i n a l and not di s p l a y e d be­
f o r e i n any other e x h i b i t i o n ; 
i t would be p r e f e r a b l e i f they 
were w r i t t e n e x c l u s i v e l y f o r 
the purpose of the f e s t i v a l . 

Exhibition of the Festival 



IRCICA LIBRARY IN B R I E F 

The establishment and development 
of a reference l i b r a r y on I s l a m i c 
h i s t o r y , a r t and c u l t u r e i s one o f 
the p r i n c i p a l tasks o f IRCICA. I n 
the performance o f t h i s t a s k , t h e 
Centre took i n t o account the needs 
of researchers and research i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s o f OIC Member States as 
w e l l as the s c h o l a r l y c i r c l e s a l l 
over the w o r l d ; i t t r i e d t o ensure 
t h a t the subject-wise coverage of 
i t s l i b r a r y c o l l e c t i o n be as ex­
hau s t i v e as p o s s i b l e . At the same 
t i m e , i t made e f f o r t s t o promote 
awareness about i t s l i b r a r y by 
p u b l i s h i n g accession l i s t s and 
catalogues and engaged i n coopera­
t i o n and exchanges o f books and 
p e r i o d i c a l s w i t h o t h e r l i b r a r i e s 
throughout the w o r l d . The holdings 
o f the l i b r a r y are c o n t i n u o u s l y 
being enriched by new a c q u i s i t i o n s 
as w e l l as by donations o f books 
from p e r s o n a l i t i e s and i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s . A number of incunabula and 
r a r e books f u r t h e r increase the 

value o f the l i b r a r y c o l l e c t i o n . 
We provide below b r i e f i n f o r m a t i o n 
about the recent developments 
concerning the Centre's l i b r a r y . 

IRCICA's l i b r a r y holds p r e s e n t l y 
20000 volumes of books, a l l of 
which are products of researches 
and s t u d i e s and the m a j o r i t y , r e f ­
erence works. 12000 volumes out o f 
the t o t a l have been c l a s s i f i e d and 
catalogued and put on open shelves 
f o r the use of the readers. These 
works can e a s i l y be searched by the 
reader by means o f the computer. 
On the other hand, the number o f 
t i t l e s o f p e r i o d i c a l s reached 1038; 
the m a j o r i t y of these p e r i o d i c a l s 
are o f academic nature w h i l e the 
r e s t are the n e w s l e t t e r s and b u l ­
l e t i n s o f v a r i o u s s c h o l a r l y and 
c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

The l i b r a r y acquired the m i c r o f i l m s 
of unpublished d o c t o r a t e and mas­
t e r s theses concerning I s l a m i c 
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c o u n t r i e s and prepared i n American 
and European u n i v e r s i t i e s . The 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n and c a t a l o g i n g of 
these theses has been completed and 
they are now a v a i l a b l e f o r the use 
of researchers. 

The l i b r a r y also possesses around 
5000 o f f p r i n t s and grey l i t e r a t u r e . 
The f i r s t issue of an "Accession 
L i s t of O f f p r i n t s " was published 
r e c e n t l y . The general " L i b r a r y 
Accession L i s t " i s published quar­
t e r l y ; i t i s supplemented w i t h a 
monthly "New T i t l e s " b u l l e t i n . 

IRCICA L i b r a r y exchanges books w i t h 
more than 200 l i b r a r i e s , research 
i n s t i t u t i o n s and u n i v e r s i t i e s 
around the w o r l d . The exchange 

programme was u s e f u l i n i n c r e a s i n g 
the holdings of books and i t a l l o w ­
ed the Centre's l i b r a r y t o estab­
l i s h working r e l a t i o n s w i t h o t h e r 
l i b r a r i e s . 

The l i b r a r y a d m i n i s t r a t i o n r e c e n t l y 
embarked on a new p r o j e c t aiming 
t o c o l l e c t the n a t i o n a l b i b l i o ­
graphies and basic encyclopaedias 
of I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s . I t i s expect­
ed t h a t t h i s c o l l e c t i o n w i l l cons­
t i t u t e the basis of a reference 
data bank o f the I s l a m i c w o r l d . 
IRCICA hopes t o b e n e f i t from the 
cooperation and assistance o f the 
concerned a u t h o r i t i e s of I s l a m i c 
c o u n t r i e s i n the execution o f t h i s 
p r o j e c t . 
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NEW IRCICA PUBLICATION 

ISLAMIC SWORDS AMD SWORDSMITHS. 
by Onsal Yiicel, translated by 
Tahsin Tahaoglu; IRCICA and the 
Mini s t r y of Information of Kuwait, 
Kuwait, 1988, 28x21.5 cm., 145 p., 
i l l u s t r a t e d (Arabic). Price: US$15 
for a l l countries post included 

This i s a catalogue comprising 114 
swords kept at the Topkapi Pal­
ace Museum and the M i l i t a r y Museum 
i n Istanbul. These swords belong 
to the I s t - l O t h centuries H i j r a 
(7th-16th centuries) and the majo­
r i t y did not appear before i n any 
sim i l a r publication. 

The work consists of three parts. 
The f i r s t part i s related t o the 
"Blessed Swords" and contains 22 
swords a t t r i b u t e d to the Prophet 
(P.B.U.H.), the four Khalifas and 
the companions of the Prophet. The 
second part deals with the charac­
t e r i s t i c s of Islamic swords and 
t h e i r forms; the analysts here i s 
based on 92 swords used by Omeyads, 
Abbasids, Ayyubids, Mameluks, Mus­
lims i n the Maghreb and Ottomans. 
The passage from s t r a i g h t swords 
to bent swords and the consequent 
changes i n the shapes of t h e i r 
handles and blades are studied. As 
to the t h i r d p a r t , i t i s devoted 
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t o swordsmiths. 44 swordsmiths of 
the periods r e f e r r e d above were 
determined i n the study. 

The book contains 186 photographs 
showing the swords; 46 are colour 
photographs and the other 140, 
black and w h i t e . There i s also an 
index of the swords given i n chro­
n o l o g i c a l order according t o the 
date of manufacturing, and a l i s t 
of r eferences. The catalogue was 

Sword attributed to Halld bin 
Walld, companion of the Prophet. 
Decorations added and the sheath 

covered with velvet In 1611 
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One of the swords of Sultan 
Mehmed II the Conqueror 

compiled by Assoc.Prof, l a t e Unsal 
Y i i c e l , t r a n s l a t e d i n t o Arabic a t 
1RC1CA by Tansin Tahaoglu; v a l u ­
able c o n t r i b u t i o n s were made a t the 
e d i t i n g stage by Prof.Ahmad Tssa. 

1RCICA i s g r a t e f u l t o the M i n i s t r y 
o f I n f o r m a t i o n of the State o f 
Kuwait f o r the precious cooperation 
extended i n the p u b l i c a t i o n of t h i s 
work. 



SPOTLIGHT ON CULTURAL EVENTS 

ENGLAND 

Global Conference o f S p i r i t u a l and 
Parliamentary Leaders on Hjraan 
S u r v i v a l 

Nearly 100 s p i r i t u a l leaders from 
a l l majors r e l i g i o n s , scholars and 
academicians and another 100 par­
l i a m e n t a r i a n s from 52 c o u n t r i e s 
came to g e t h e r a t t h i s conference 
h e l d on 11-15 A p r i l 1988, a t C h r i s t 
Church College, Oxford U n i v e r s i t y . 
The conference was organised by 
th e Global Forum of S p i r i t u a l and 
Parliamentary Leaders on Human 
S u r v i v a l , a permanent body 
co-chaired by the Very Reverend 
James Parks Morton, Dean of the 
Cathedral of St.John The Di v i n e and 
President o f the Temple of Under­
standing (an i n t e r f a i t h organisa­
t i o n founded i n 1960), New York, 
U.S.A. and Sat Paul M i t t a l , Member 
of Parliament, New D e l h i , I n d i a . 
The Global Forum was i n s t i t u t e d i n 
New York i n 1985 by a group of 
lawmakers from d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of 
the w o r l d and two r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
f o r each of the world's f i v e major 
r e l i g i o n s ; Buddhism, C h r i s t i a n i t y , 
Hinduism, I s l a m and Judaism. I n the 
o r g a n i s a t i o n of t h i s Global Confe­
rence, the Global Forum was sup­
ported by the Global Committee o f 
Parli a m e n t a r i a n s on Pop u l a t i o n and 
Development (New York) and the 
Temple of Understanding. 

The purpose of the conference was 
t o f i n d ways i n which the s p i r i t u a l 
and p a r l i a m e n t a r y groups, both 
attuned t o the needs and the voice 
of the people and concerned w i t h 
the w e l l - b e i n g of humanity, can 
work t o g e t h e r t o f o r g e new and more 
f r u i t f u l approaches t o the problems 
of human s u r v i v a l . I t proved t o be 
a unique and f r u i t f u l g a t h e r i n g 
where s p i r i t u a l and pa r l i a m e n t a r y 

leaders discussed and consulted 
each ot h e r on a v a r i e t y o f issues 
r e l a t e d t o human s u r v i v a l and 
problems f a c i n g humanity on a g l o ­
b a l scale. There were plenary ses­
sions w i t h p r e s e n t a t i o n s by theme 
speakers and working group sessions 
f o r d i s c u s s i o n s . IRCICA D i r e c t o r 
General Prof.Dr.Ekmeleddin Ihsan-
oglu was i n v i t e d t o the conference 
as a member of the Muslim group. 

The opening ceremony heard the 
welcoming speech of The Right Hon. 
Lord Jenkins, Chancellor of Oxford 
U n i v e r s i t y ; the s p i r i t u a l keynote 
address was given by Dr.Robert 
Runcie, Archbishop of Canterbury 
and the pa r l i a m e n t a r y keynote ad­
dress by H.E. Kodzo Mawupe Vovor, 
former President of the N a t i o n a l 
Assembly of Togo. Mr.Marco Vian-
e l l o - C h i o d o , Deputy Executive D i r ­
e c t o r of UNICEF r e p r e s e n t i n g Exe­
c u t i v e D i r e c t o r Mr.James P.Grant, 
addressed the ceremony on behalf 
of the United Nations O r g a n i s a t i o n . 
At the o u t s e t of the f i r s t p l enary 
session, Mr. Akio Matsumura, Exe­
c u t i v e Coordinator of the Global 
Forum gave on account o f the o r i g i n 
and development of the conference. 
The general themes and speakers of 
the p l e n a r y sessions and the t i t l e s 
of the p r e s e n t a t i o n s were: 

F i r s t session: " P h y s i c a l and Spi­
r i t u a l Resources" - Speakers: His 
Holiness the XlV t h D a l a i Lama on 
human values and Dr. Evguenij P. 
Ve l i k h o v , Vice President of the 
Soviet Academy of Science, on nuc­
l e a r energy and peace. 
Second session: "Global C r i s i s and 
Human R e s p o n s i b i l i t y " - Speakers: 
Mr.Manuel U l l o a , Senator of Peru 
on "Human Society and Human V i o l ­
ence" and Mr. Fred S a i , Senior 
P o p u l a t i o n Advisor t o the World 
Bank, on "The Family and Family 
Values". 
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T h i r d session: "Global Opportuni­
t i e s " - Speakers: Dr. Soedjatmoko, 
former Rector of the Unite d Nations 
U n i v e r s i t y , on "Education i n a Time 
of Global C r i s i s " , Mr. Ta r z i e V i t -
t a c h i , j o u r n a l i s t and i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c i v i l s e r vant, on "Media and Human 
Values" and Mr.Thornton Bradshaw, 
business leader and Chairman of the 
MacArthur Foundation, on " S o c i a l 
E t h i c s " . 

The f o u r t h and f i n a l p l enary ses­
s i o n heard the r e p o r t s o f working 
groups which met t o discuss and 
explore the p o s s i b l e ways and areas 
of cooperation between r e l i g i o u s 
and p a r l i a m e n t a r y leaders. At the 
end of t h e i r d e l i b e r a t i o n s , the 
p a r t i c i p a n t s issued a f i n a l s t a t e ­
ment "For Global S u r v i v a l " i n which 
they a f f i r m e d a "shared v i s i o n f o r 
s u r v i v a l " and "commitment t o work 
f o r a fundamentally changed and 
b e t t e r w o r l d " . Formulating s p e c i f i c 
proposals, the conferees committed 
themselves t o ; 
- promote r e c o n c i l i a t i o n and peace 
where i n t e r n a t i o n a l or c i v i c r e l a ­
t i o n s h i p s are broken by c o n f l i c t 
or i n j u s t i c e ; 
- avoid c o m p e t i t i o n and promote 
r e s p e c t f u l and equal p a r t n e r s h i p s 
o f young and o l d , women and men, 
of people of a l l races, r e l i g i o n s , 
t r a d i t i o n a l c u l t u r e s and p o l i t i c a l 
persuasions, where o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
f o r p r a c t i c a l cooperation e x i s t ; 
- develop modes o f education, com­
munication and dialogue where mis­
understandings or ignorance keep 
[them] a p a r t . 
- w h i l e s t r i v i n g f o r basic human 
r i g h t s , which should be i n s p i r e d 
by r e l i g i o u s teachings and safe­
guarded by p o l i t i c a l systems, t o 
exe r c i s e human d u t i e s as i n d i v i ­
duals and communities t o p r o t e c t 
the e a r t h and each o t h e r . 

Three areas of " c r i t i c a l concern" 
were i d e n t i f i e d : " e l i m i n a t i n g nuc­
l e a r and oth e r arms"; " f i n d i n g the 
ap p r o p r i a t e balance between r e ­
sources and people" and "the w e l l -
being of v u l n e r a b l e groups, p a r t i ­

c u l a r l y women and c h i l d r e n " . The 
p a r t i c i p a n t s also decided t h a t the 
Global Forum of S p i r i t u a l and Par­
li a m e n t a r y Leaders on Human Sur­
v i v a l , as a permanent o r g a n i s a t i o n , 
w i l l ensure the f o l l o w - u p of the 
conference and continue t o advance 
the post-conference dialogue v i a 
co n t a c t s , meetings and i t s quar­
t e r l y n e w s l e t t e r , "Shared V i s i o n " . 

FRAMCE 

Exhibition on "The Art of 
Illumination i n the Maghreb".Paris 

The s a l i e n t f e a t u r e s of the a r t of 
i l l u m i n a t i o n i n the Maghreb from 
the 12th t o the 20th century were 
h i g h l i g h t e d a t an e x h i b i t i o n t h a t 
took place a t the " I n s t i t u t e o f the 
Arab World" i n Pa r i s from 19 Jan­
uary t o 7 February 1988. The e x h i ­
b i t i o n c o n s i s t e d of photographic 
r e p r o d u c t i o n s o f the manuscripts 
contained i n Al-Hassaniya Royal 
L i b r a r y i n Rabat, Morocco. The r e ­
productions were e x t r a c t e d from t h e 
newly published work "Royal I l l u ­
minated Manuscripts of Morocco" by 
Dr. Mohammed S i j e l m a s s i ( t h i s work 
i s i n t r o d u c e d i n the s e c t i o n Book 
Survey i n the present i s s u e ) . 

SAUDI ARABIA 

King F a i s a l I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
P r i z e for 1989 

The General S e c r e t a r i a t o f the King 
F a i s a l I n t e r n a t i o n a l P r i z e announc­
ed t h a t the 1989 P r i z e i n I s l a m i c 
Studies w i l l be awarded on the 
t o p i c o f "Studies on the I s l a m i c 
C i t y " . Academic works t o be c o n s i ­
dered are those d e a l i n g w i t h the 
t o p i c h i s t o r i c a l l y and c u l t u r a l l y , 
from the r i s e o f I s l a m u n t i l t he 
13th century H i j r a ( 1 9 t h cen t u r y 
AD). The King F a i s a l I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
P r i z e i s a l l o c a t e d each year i n the 
f o l l o w i n g areas: The Service of 
Isl a m , I s l a m i c S t u d i e s , Arabic 
L i t e r a t u r e , Medicine, and Science. 
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B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l data bank 
about the Is l a m i c world 

The King F a i s a l Centre f o r Research 
and I s l a m i c Studies i n Riyadh has 
e s t a b l i s h e d a b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l data 
bank t o c o n t a i n i n f o r m a t i o n on the 
l i t e r a t u r e concerning I s l a m i c 
c o u n t r i e s . The data bank comprises 
the works published i n the West 
since the beginning of t h i s cen­
t u r y . Books, a r t i c l e s and stu d i e s 
of i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s are 
inc l u d e d . Subject-wise, the data 
bank covers h i s t o r y , economics, 
p o l i t i c s , sciences and c u l t u r e . 

Studies on the l i t e r a t u r e 
of I s l a m i c nations 

Imam Muhammed b i n Saud I s l a m i c 
U n i v e r s i t y i n Riyadh published the 
f i r s t volume of a s e r i e s of books 
on the l i t e r a t u r e of I s l a m i c na­
t i o n s . This volume by Dr. Mohammed 
A b d e l l a t i f H a r i d i i s on T u r k i s h 
l i t e r a t u r e ; i t s t u d i e s the o r i g i n s 
of T u r k i s h l i t e r a t u r e , i t s deve 
lopment, d i f f e r e n t phases, and how 
i t was i n f l u e n c e d by Arabic l i t e ­
r a t u r e . The second volume w i l l be 
about I s l a m i c l i t e r a t u r e i n Urdu 
language. The s e r i e s of books aims 
t o b e t t e r i n t r o d u c e the l i t e r a t u r e 
o f I s l a m i c n a t i o n s , i t s g r e a t e s t 
authors and main themes and t o 
h i g h l i g h t common f e a t u r e s and s i m i ­
l a r i t i e s . 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Academic Lectures on Muslims 
in South A f r i c a 

i n the cou n t r y , i t s h i s t o r i c a l 
r o o t s , e d u c a t i o n a l developments, 
trends i n I s l a m i c thought, e t c . I t 
was coordinated by Mr. Muhammed 
Haron, A c t i n g Head of the Depart­
ment of Arabic a t the U n i v e r s i t y 
of Western Cape and included l e c ­
t u r e s by s p e c i a l i s t s from the Uni ­
v e r s i t i e s o f Western Cape and Cape 
Town. 

On the other hand, the U n i v e r s i t y 
of Western Cape plans t o e s t a b l i s h 
an I s l a m i c Centre t o ca t e r f o r the 
needs of Muslim students on the 
campus, the number of whom i s 1500 
over a t o t a l o f 11000. Attached t o 
t h i s c e ntre w i l l be a "Centre f o r 
Arabic and I s l a m i c Studies Re 
search" and an I s l a m i c reference 
l i b r a r y and ar c h i v e s . 

TUNISIA 

Colloquium on the History 
of Arab Mathematics 

The Study Group on the H i s t o r y of 
Arab Mathematics of the " I n s t i t u t 
Superieur de l'Education e t de l a 
Formation Continue" (High I n s t i t u t e 
o f Education and Continuous T r a i n ­
i n g ) , U n i v e r s i t y of Tunis has an­
nounced t h a t i t w i l l o rganise, 
j o i n t l y w i t h the T u n i s i a n Associa 
t i o n o f Mathematical Sciences, a 
Colloquium on the H i s t o r y of Arab 
Mathematics. The coll o q u i u m w i l l 
take place i n Tunis, on 1-3 Decem­
ber 1988 and i t w i l l be the second 
meeting i n a s e r i e s . The f i r s t 
c o l l oquium was hel d i n A l g i e r s i n 
1986. 

A programme of l e c t u r e s and courses 
was organised a t the Department of 
Ad u l t Education and Extra-Mural 
Studies of the U n i v e r s i t y of Cape 
Town, from 25-29 January 1988, on 
the theme of "Muslims i n South 
A f r i c a " . The programme was open t o 
a l l and aimed a t p r o v i d i n g v a r i o u s 
p e r s p e c t i v e s of the Muslim s o c i e t y 

TURKEY 

F i r s t Turkish Congress on 
the History of Medicine 

The F i r s t T u r k i s h Congress on the 
H i s t o r y of Medicine was held i n 
I s t a n b u l , on 17-19 February 1988 
under the chairmanship of Prof.Dr. 
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Ekrem Kadri Unat, President of the 
T u r k i s h I n s t i t u t e of H i s t o r y of 
Medicine. The i n a u g u r a l ceremony 
was f o l l o w e d by a commemorative 
session devoted t o Prof .Dr. Siiheyl 
Unver, eminent f i g u r e o f I s l a m i c 
medicine, s p e c i a l i s t of I s l a m i c 
a r t s and c u l t u r e and c a l l i g r a p h e r 
who passed away i n February 1986. 
During the same session, a plaque 
and a c e r t i f i c a t e were presented 
t o Prof.Dr. Ekrem Kadri Unat, win­
ner of the award t h a t was i n s t i ­
t u t e d i n the name of Prof .Dr. Siiheyl 
Unver. 

The working sessions of the Con­
gress heard 4 7 s c i e n t i f i c papers 
a l t o g e t h e r on various aspects of 
the h i s t o r y of medicine i n the I s ­
lamic w o r l d i n general and i n Tur­
key i n p a r t i c u l a r . Themes of the 
papers were r e l a t e d t o : medical 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y h o s p i ­
t a l s and schools of medicine 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n the past c e n t u r i e s 
i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of the I s l a m i c 
w o r l d ; the s t a t e of medical know­
ledge i n d i f f e r e n t c e n t u r i e s and 
i n r e l a t i o n w i t h d i f f e r e n t f i e l d s 
of medicine as w e l l as pharmacology 
and d e n t i s t r y ; eminent medical 
f i g u r e s of the past and t h e i r con­
t r i b u t i o n s t o the development o f 
medicine; approaches and methods 
i n medical p r a c t i c e s , among o t h e r s . 
IRCICA D i r e c t o r General was among 
the c o n t r i b u t o r s , w i t h a paper on 
the " S a n i t a r y establishments i n 
S y r i a i n the l a t e Ottoman p e r i o d " . 
Each paper p r e s e n t a t i o n was f o l l o w ­
ed by i n t e n s i v e d i s c u s s i o n s . An 
e x h i b i t i o n of stamps concerning the 
h i s t o r y of medicine was organised 
on the occasion of the Congress. 

F i r s t I n t e r n a t i o n a l Seminar of 
Turkestan Culture and History 

This seminar was organised by the 
Eastern Turkestan Foundation c h a i r ­
ed by Mr.Isa Yusuf A l p t e k i n , ex-
General Secretary of the Government 

of Eastern Turkestan. I t took place 
i n I s t a n b u l , on 6-8 A p r i l 1988. 
Scholars and s p e c i a l i s t s from d i f ­
f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s attended the se­
minar; around 20 papers were pre­
sented, d e a l i n g w i t h v arious as­
pects o f Turkestan c u l t u r e and 
h i s t o r y , such as: the importance 
of Turkestan s t u d i e s and problems 
encountered i n these s t u d i e s ; the 
need t o study Turkestan d i a l e c t ; 
Uyghur and Karahanid T u r k i s h ; Uy-
ghur and Karahanid h i s t o r y ; inde­
pendence movements i n Eastern Turk­
estan; Turkestan's h i s t o r i c a l r e l ­
a t i o n s w i t h o t h e r S t a t e s , e t c . The 
seminar ended w i t h s o c i a l a c t i v i ­
t i e s i n c l u d i n g performances of 
Turkestan t r a d i t i o n a l music and 
f o l k l o r i c dances. 

U.S.A. 

Exhibition of a Mughal Art 
Album i n New York 

An o u t s t a n d i n g i m p e r i a l Mughal 
c o l l e c t i o n of p a i n t i n g s and c a l l i ­
graphy was e x h i b i t e d a t the Metro­
p o l i t a n Museum of A r t from 21 
October 1987 through 14 February 
1988. Ms. Carolyn Kane, Curator a t 
the Department of I s l a m i c A r t o f 
the Museum informed us through the 
e x h i b i t i o n ' s press release t h a t 
"The Emperors' Album: Images of 
Mughal I n d i a " c o n sisted of the 
d i s p l a y of approximately f o u r t y 
leaves from an album known as the 
"Kevorkian Album" named a f t e r i t s 
owner since 1929. The leaves date 
from the 17th and e a r l y 19th cen­
t u r i e s ; as explained i n the press 
r e l e a s e , the 17th century leaves 
i n c l u d e masterpieces of Mughal 
p o r t r a i t u r e and n a t u r a l h i s t o r y 
s t u d i e s made f o r and gathered by 
the emperors Jahangir (1605-1627) 
and Shahjahan (1628-1658). Also on 
d i s p l a y were 15th century Persian 
c a l l i g r a p h i e s c o l l e c t e d by the two 
emperors and mounted f o r the r o y a l 
l i b r a r y i n superb borders. 
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A l l but one of the m i n i a t u r e s i n 
the album were c r e a t e d i n the im­
p e r i a l Mughal a t e l i e r s by outstand­
ing m a s t e r s . Together w i t h the 
c a l l i g r a p h i e s , they were meant f o r 
p r i v a t e enjoyment and were shared 
by the i m p e r i a l f a m i l y and t h e i r 
c l o s e f r i e n d s . The f u l l album i s 
reproduced by The M e t r o p o l i t a n 
Museum of A r t i n the p u b l i c a t i o n 
"The Emperors* Album: Images of 
Mughal I n d i a " . 

Centre for Turkish Music at 
the U n i v e r s i t y of Maryland 

A C e n t r e f o r T u r k i s h Music r e c e n t l y 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n the Department of 
Music (Program i n Ethnomusicology) 
of the U n i v e r s i t y of Maryland o f ­
f e r s permanent c o u r s e s i n perform­
ance of T u r k i s h music. The c o u r s e s 
a r e conducted by D r . K a r l S i g n e l l , 
s p e c i a l i s t i n T u r k i s h music and 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y of the C e n t r e . 
An i n t e r n a t i o n a l group of s t u d e n t s 
f o l l o w the c o u r s e s ; t h i s ensemble 
gave i t s f i r s t performance i n A p r i l 
1988. 

As soon as i t was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 
1986-87, the C e n t r e s t a r t e d to 
c o n s t i t u t e an a r c h i v e of T u r k i s h 
music; i t a c q u i r e d the n e c e s s a r y 
i n s t r u m e n t s and i n September 1987, 
i t began permanent c l a s s i n per­
formance. L a s t February, i t organ­
i s e d a g a l a c o n c e r t of c l a s s i c a l 
T u r k i s h music. The purpose of the 
C e n t r e i s to promote understanding 
of the c l a s s i c a l and f o l k m u s i c a l 
t r a d i t i o n s of the T u r k i s h people 
by study, performance and d i s s e m i ­
n a t i o n . I t p l a n s to a l l o c a t e scho­
l a r s h i p s f o r graduate s t u d e n t s from 
Turkey, o r g a n i s e r e g u l a r c o n c e r t 
s e r i e s , p u b l i s h books and r e c o r d s 
and hold s c h o l a r l y c o n f e r e n c e s . 

I n each i s s u e of the N e w s l e t t e r , 
we t r y to i n t r o d u c e b r i e f l y r e ­
s e a r c h i n s t i t u t i o n s d e a l i n g w i t h 
s u b j e c t s r e l a t e d to I s l a m i c c u l ­
t u r e - By doing so, we aim a t pro­
moting awareness among the s e i n s ­
t i t u t i o n s and p r o v i d i n g to our 
r e a d e r s an i d e a about what i s being 
done through i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d r e 
s e a r c h e f f o r t i n the f i e l d of I s ­
l a m i c c u l t u r e . Of course t h e r e are 
some f a c t o r s which determine the 
s e l e c t i o n of the i n s t i t u t i o n s we 
p r e s e n t : the supply of i n f o r m a t i o n 
to us i s one. Another f a c t o r i s the 
r e l e v a n c e of the o b j e c t i v e s and 
a r e a s of i n t e r e s t of the i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s , t a k i n g i n t o account both 
IRClCA's purview, and the needs and 
r e q u e s t s of the N e w s l e t t e r ' s r e a d ­
e r s . And, we a l s o make an e f f o r t 
to i n t r o d u c e i n s t i t u t i o n s from 
d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of the world. 

Thus we thought i t would i n t e r e s t 
our r e a d e r s to hear t h i s time about 
one i n s t i t u t i o n from the E a s t , 
namely the I n s t i t u t e f o r P a l e s ­
t i n e S t u d i e s i n Lebanon, and an­
o t h e r from the West, the I n s t i t u -
t o O c c i d e n t a l de C u l t u r a I s l a m i c a 
(IOC1) l o c a t e d i n S p a i n . 

T H E INSTITUTE FOR PALESTINE 
STUDIES, LEBANON 

T h i s I n s t i t u t e based i n B e i r u t was 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1963 as an autono­
mous, n o n - p r o f i t body to work 
s c i e n t i f i c a l l y f o r the cause of 
P a l e s t i n e by making o b j e c t i v e and 
well-documented s t u d i e s . 

The i n s t i t u t e ' s a c t i v i t i e s a r e 
planned by a C o u n c i l of S e c r e t a r i e s 
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composed of 41 poli c y - m a k e r s and 
s c h o l a r s of d i f f e r e n t I s l a m i c 
c o u n t r i e s . An E x e c u t i v e Commission 
i s i n charge of the implementation 
of r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t s and p u b l i c a ­
t i o n s of the I n s t i t u t e as w e l l as 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a f f a i r s . Sources of 
f i n a n c e f o r the I n s t i t u t e ' s a c t i ­
v i t i e s a r e don a t i o n s , membership 
dues, c o n t r i b u t i o n s of Arab i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s and u n i v e r s i t i e s t o j o i n t 
r e s e a r c h and p u b l i c a t i o n p r o j e c t s 
and r e c e i p t s of book s a l e s . 

The r e s e a r c h , i n f o r m a t i o n and docu­
mentation p r o j e c t s of the I n s t i t u t e 
d e a l w i t h v a r i o u s a s p e c t s of the 
problem of P a l e s t i n e and h i s t o r i c ­
a l , s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l i s s u e s . By 
the end of 1985, the I n s t i t u t e 
p u b l i s h e d a t o t a l of 283 books; 136 
of them were i n A r a b i c , 117 i n 
E n g l i s h , 28 i n F r e n c h , 2 i n Span­
i s h . The I n s t i t u t e p u b l i s h e s a 
s e a s o n a l " J o u r n a l of P a l e s t i n e 
S t u d i e s " i n E n g l i s h , F r e n c h , A r a b i c 
and S p a n i s h . The books p u b l i s h e d 
by the I n s t i t u t e i n c l u d e b i b l i o ­
g r a p h i e s , c a t a l o g u e s and s e r i e s of 
a r t i c l e s . 

The r e s e a r c h and p u b l i c a t i o n prog­
ramme comprises m a i n l y the follow­
i n g s e r i e s : 

- S e r i e s of r e s e a r c h e s 
- S e r i e s of r e f e r e n c e works 
- Documentary s e r i e s 
- Yearbooks on the problem of 

P a l e s t i n e 
- S c r i e s of f i e l d s t u d i e s 
- S e r i e s of textbooks on P a l e s t i n e . 

The I n s t i t u t e has a s p e c i a l i s e d 
r e f e r e n c e l i b r a r y on P a l e s t i n e 
c o m p r i s i n g e n c y c l o p a e d i a s , y e a r ­
books, b i b l i o g r a p h i e s , o f f i c i a l 
r e p o r t s , maps, books, p e r i o d i c a l s 
and documents and a m i c r o f i l m u n i t . 
The headquarters of the I n s t i t u t e 
f o r P a l e s t i n e S t u d i e s a r e a t : " E n i s 
Musuli Av., 11-7164 B e i r u t , Leba­
non". I t a l s o has o f f i c e s i n Wash­
ingto n , P a r i s and N i c o s i a . 

T H E W E S T E R N INSTITUTE OF 
ISLAMIC C U L T U R E , SPAIN 

T h i s I n s t i t u t e was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 
1981, w i t h the b a s i c o b j e c t i v e of 
working f o r a b e t t e r u nderstanding 
of the I s l a m i c c i v i l i s a t i o n and 
c u l t u r e . I t i s an independent, non­
p r o f i t i n s t i t u t i o n l o c a t e d i n Mad­
r i d ; i t s members are s c h o l a r s and 
r e s e a r c h e r s of I s l a m i c c u l t u r e and 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s of d i f f e r e n t d i s c i p -



l i n e s : m e d i c a l d o c t o r s , e n g i n e e r s , 
a r c h i t e c t s , e t c . , making up n e a r l y 
a hundred members and c o l l a b o r a ­
t o r s , most of them Spanish, gather­
ed under the Chairmanship of Dr. 
C h e r i f Jah Abderrahman, Moroccan 
s c h o l a r i n I s l a m i c s c i e n c e s . The 
D i r e c t o r G e n e r a l of the I n s t i t u t e 
i s Dr. J o s e Manuel Munoz y Sanchez, 
well-known i s l a m o l o g i s t . 

l O C I ' s communication t o 1RC1CA 
s a y s : "The impulse behind our a c t i ­
v i t y o r g i n a t e s from the a p p r e c i a ­
t i o n of the f a c t t h a t the I s l a m i c 
c u l t u r e i s not s u f f i c i e n t l y known 
i n p r o p o r t i o n t o the g r e a t i n ­
f l u e n c e t h a t i t has had i n the 
c o u r s e of h i s t o r y . However, having 
t h i s knowledge i s e s s e n t i a l f o r the 
comprehension of the a c t u a l S p a n i s h 
c u l t u r e We understand t h a t the 
r e a l v a l u e of e v e r y i n t e l l e c t u a l 
development and c u l t u r a l work i s 
w i t h i n the r e s c u e and d i f f u s i o n of 
a l i v i n g and c o n s t r u c t i v e s c i e n c e 
t h a t i n v i t e s a n a l y s i s , r e f l e c t i o n 
and deepening of knowledge. I t i s 
f o r t h i s reason t h a t we t r y to get 
a wide treatment of g e n e r a l cha­
r a c t e r but a t the same time, ob­
j e c t i v e and s e v e r e l y s c i e n t i f i c " . 
T h i s i s the s p i r i t t h a t governs the 
r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t s I O C I undertook 
as w e l l as the seminars, c o n f e r ­
ences and e x h i b i t i o n s i t o r g a n i s e s . 

10CI p u b l i s h e s the r e s u l t s of the 
s t u d i e s i n the form of a r t i c l e s and 
books. I t c a r e s to ensure t h a t 
t h e s e s t u d i e s be of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
r e a c h . I O C I a t t a c h e s a s p e c i a l im­
p o r t a n ce t o c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h o t h e r 
i n s t i t u t i o n s a t n a t i o n a l and i n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l s , i n a l l k i n d s 
of a c t i v i t i e s such as r e s e a r c h 
p r o j e c t s , s c h o l a r l y meetings, pro­
m o t i o n a l programmes, e t c . , c o ncern­
i n g any a s p e c t of I s l a m i c c u l t u r e . 
The I n s t i t u t e ' s p r e f e r r e d languages 
of correspondence o t h e r than Span­

i s h are E n g l i s h , F r e n c h , A r a b i c and 
I t a l i a n . 

L a s t y e a r was marked by s u b s t a n t i a l 
programmes w i t h i n the framework of 
the I n s t i t u t e ' s promotional a c t i ­
v i t i e s . "Journeys on I s l a m i c C u l ­
t u r e " were o r g a n i s e d i n A p r i l 1987 
i n the c i t y of Toledo. T h i s p u b l i c 
a c t i v i t i y comprised a Congress on 
" A l Andalus, E i g h t C e n t u r i e s of 
H i s t o r y " where a l i v e l y debate open 
to the p u b l i c was h e l d f o r four 
days, on h i s t o r y , a r t , s c i e n c e , 
p h ilosophy, music, l i t e r a t u r e , ar­
c h i t e c t u r e , archeology, c u l i n a r y 
a r t s , and many o t h e r a s p e c t s of 
l i f e i n the Muslim A n d a l u s i a n e r a . 
R e s e a r c h papers were p r e s e n t e d by 
s p e c i a l i s t s under the f o l l o w i n g 
s e s s i o n themes: " S o c i e t y and T r a ­
d i t i o n " , "The H i s t o r i c a l F a c t " 
(Muslims v s . non-Muslims), "The 
M a t e r i a l U n i v e r s e : S c i e n c e s and 
Techniques", "Thought, P h i l o s o p h y 
and R e l i g i o n " , " A r t i s t i c Manifes­
t a t i o n s " , "The World of I n t e r c u l -
t u r a l R e l a t i o n s " . Round-tables were 
h e l d d u r i n g the c o n f e r e n c e p e r i o d , 
about the " P r i n c i p a l Spanish-Muslim 
Monuments" i n r e l a t i o n w i t h the 
p e r i o d s they belong, and "Muslim 
Toledo". I n a d d i t i o n t o m u s i c a l 
performances and p r a c t i c a l c u l i n a r y 
d emonstrations, w i t h e x p l a n a t i o n s 
on h i s t o r i c a l developments t h e r e 
were a l s o which e x h i b i t i o n s w i t h 
shows of s l i d e s and f i l m s and l e c ­
t u r e s t o b e s t inform the p u b l i c 
about the a r t and c u l t u r e of Muslim 
A n d a l u s i a . The e x h i b i t i o n s h e l d 
through April-May were about "The 
Spanish-Muslim A r t " and "The I n ­
f l u e n c e of Muslims i n Popular 
A r t s " . The I n s t i t u t e w i l l p u b l i s h 
soon the proceedings of the Con­
g r e s s and a s c i e n t i f i c c a t a l o g u e 
of the e x h i b i t i o n on Spanish-Muslim 
A r t . The address of the Western 
I n s t i t u t e of I s l a m i c C u l t u r e ( I O C I ) 
i s as f o l l o w s : c / F r a n c i s c o de 
R i c c i , 4-3G, 28015 Madrid, S p a i n . 
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BOOK SURVEY 

Mohamed S i j e l m a s s i , Royal 
I l l u m i n a t e d Manuscripts o f Morocco 
(Al-Hassania L i b r a r y ) , Foreword by 
Andre Miquel, ACR E d i t i o n , P a r i s , 
1987; 28,5x26 cm., 236434 pages 
( E n g l i s h , French, Arabic) 

An e x c e l l e n t work a t t e s t i n g t o the 
e x c e p t i o n a l care, the beauty of 
mind and s p i r i t and the respect f o r 
knowledge w i t h which I s l a m i c c i v i ­
l i s a t i o n e x t o l l e d the book. S t a r t ­
i n g from the f i r s t c e n t u r i e s of 
Isl a m , c a l l i g r a p h e r s and i l l u m i ­
n a t ors decorated the w r i t t e n t e x t 
of the Holy Quran i n v e n e r a t i o n , 
as w e l l as the works of authors who 
c o n t r i b u t e d t o sciences, philoso­
phy, l i t e r a t u r e and oth e r f i e l d s 
of l e a r n i n g . Thus, the dissemina­
t i o n of knowledge was heightened 
w i t h an a r t i s t i c performance which 
enriched i t s s i g n i f i c a n c e and aug­
mented i t s value. The ornamented 
manuscript became a r a r e and pre­
cious asset scekcd by sovereigns, 
high o f f i c i a l s , i n t e l l e c t u a l s and 
the w e l l - to-do, t o whom these works 
were o f t e n dedicated. With the im­
pulse of the i n t e r e s t and high 
s t a t u s a t t r i b u t e d t o the book i n 
the Muslim s o c i e t y , the " a r t of the 
book" developed c o n t i n u o u s l y and 
gave b i r t h t o innumerable master­
pieces of c a l l i g r a p h y , g i l d i n g , 
i l l u m i n a t i o n and bookbinding. I n 
t h e i r e v o l u t i o n and geographic ex­
pansion, these a r t s were enriched 
by a v a r i e t y of s t y l e s and p a r t i ­
c u l a r f e a t u r e s which a l l o w us t o 
d i s t i n g u i s h between works produced 
at d i f f e r e n t times and i n d i f f e r e n t 
p a r t s of the I s l a m i c w o r l d . Thus, 
f o r example, the decorations on 
manuscripts of the Middle East are 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d by a more f r e q u e n t 
use of m i n i a t u r e p a i n t i n g s showing 
people, animals and scenes of d a i l y 

l i f e , w h i l e those of the Western 
p a r t of the I s l a m i c w o r l d - the 
Maghreb and Spain -are made up of 
a combination of l i n e s , geometric 
elements and f l o r a l m o t i f s . 

The work o f Dr. Mohamed S i j e l m a s s i 
i s the outcome of a study of the 
a r t o f i l l u m i n a t i o n i n the I s l a m i c 
w o r l d and p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the 
Western p a r t of i t . I t h i g h l i g h t s 
the major c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and basic 
elements of form and composition 
of t h i s a r t i n the Maghreb, by 
p r o v i d i n g the reproductions of 
samples of marvelous i l l u m i n a t i o n s 
which come from Al-Hassania L i b r a r y 
i n Rabat and i t s annex i n Marra-
kesh, Morocco. These i l l u m i n a t i o n s 
were taken from 136 manuscripts 
s e l e c t e d from among thousands of 
works contained i n these l i b r a r i e s , 
w r i t t e n mostly i n the Maghrebian 
s t y l e . While he enjoys the f i n e 
c o lours and s u b t l e designs, the 
reader i s helped by the captions 
of the i l l u s t r a t i o n s t o understand 
the a e s t h e t i c a l and t e c h n i c a l 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of each i l l u m i n a ­
t i o n , as w e l l as i t s symbolic r o l e 
i n t he context of the manuscript. 
The book also contains an index 
which gives the t i t l e , s u b j e c t , and 
names of the author and the c a l l i -
grapher of the manuscripts from 
which the i l l u m i n a t i o n s were ex­
t r a c t e d . I n the I n t r o d u c t i o n , Dr. 
S i j e l m a s s i elaborates upon the 
h i s t o r y of the " a r t of the book" 
i n I s l a m , u n d e r l i n i n g the impor­
tance given t o the manuscript as a 
product of study, knowledge and 
a r t i s t i c expression. The I n t r o d u c ­
t i o n also e x p l a i n s how geometric 
d e c o r a t i o n , c a l l i g r a p h i c d e c o r a t i o n 
and the s t y l i z e d f l o r a l m o t i f s are 
combined and l a i d out t o h i g h l i g h t 
the t e x t . 
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The author, medical doctor and ex-
Chief of the P e d i a t r i c Services i n 
Casablanca, i s a t the same time a 
s p e c i a l i s t i n I s l a m i c a r t s . He was 
a f i r s t - t e r m member of the Govern­
i n g Council of IRCICA and the I n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r the 
Pr e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l 
Heritage between 1980-1985; he al s o 
p a r t i c i p a t e d i n e x p e r t s ' meetings 
on I s l a m i c a r t s a t the UNESCO. He 
organised e x h i b i t i o n s o f Moroccan 
p a i n t e r s . Dr. S i j e l m a s s i i s the 
author of s e v e r a l books on p a i n t ­
i n g , c a l l i g r a p h y and t r a d i t i o n a l 
a r t s and c r a f t s . 

Mur el-Uyun wa Jami el-Funun (The 
l i g h t o f the eye and the c o l l e c t o r 
of the a r t s ) by Salaheddin b i n 
Yussef el-Kahhal el-Hamaoui (696H/ 
1296 CE). E d i t e d by Muhammed Zafar 
e l - W a f a i ; r e v i s e d by Muhammed 
Rouwes K a l ' a j i , King F a i s a l Centre 
f o r Research and I s l a m i c S t u d i e s , 
Riyadh 1407H/1987; 17x24x5 cm., 
677 pages ( A r a b i c ) . 

This book, a s p e c i a l i s e d research 
e f f o r t o f high standard, b r i n g s a 
s c i e n t i f i c work of the 13th century 
again t o l i g h t and the out s t a n d i n g 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f past Muslim scien­
t i s t s t o the f o r e . This extensive 
study of the eye and i t s diseases 
contains medical knowledge t h a t i s 
s t i l l r e l e v a n t . The e d i t o r s took 
up t h r e e manuscript copies of the 
work: the o l d e s t and most complete 
manuscript w r i t t e n i n 1128 i s a t 
the B i b l i o t h e q u e N a t i o n a l e i n 
P a r i s ; the second manuscript dated 
1154 i s a t Alexandria L i b r a r y i n 
Egypt and the t h i r d and most recent 
copy i s a t Gotha L i b r a r y i n West 
Germany. Other manuscripts of the 
same work are found i n I s t a n b u l . 
I t i s on the o l d e s t manuscript t h a t 
the c r i t i c a l e d i t i o n i s based. The 
e d i t o r s compared i t w i t h the two 
oth e r copies, i n d i c a t e d t h e i r d i f ­
ferences and provided explanations 
and annotations t o f a c i l i t a t e t he 
task of the reader. They j o i n e d a 
number of indexes and a l i s t o f 94 

Greek, Persian and Arab references 
used by the author, most of which 
d i d not reach us. There are also 
s e v e r a l drawings about the s t r u c ­
t u r e of the eye, the the o r y o f the 
s i g h t as w e l l as the instruments 
used i n ophtalmologic surgery. 

The work c o n s i s t s of t e n p a r t s 
d i v i d e d i n t o many chapters, as 
f o l l o w s : 

P a r t 1: The e y e , i t s s t r u c t u r e , sur­
gery r e l a t e d t o the eye and the 
e y e l i d s 

P a r t 2: The s i g h t , t h e o r i e s of phy­
s i c i a n s about v i s u a l p e r c e p t i o n 

P a r t 3: Hygienic diseases 
P a r t 4: Diseases o f the eye 
Part 5: I l l n e s s e s o f duct s , t h e i r 

causes, symptoms and treatment 
Part 6: I l l n e s s e s o f the r e t i n a and 

t h e i r causes and treatment 
P a r t 7: Diseases o f the cornea and 

t h e i r causes and treatment 
P a r t 8: Diseases o f the e y e l i d , ca­

t a r a c t s , t h e i r causes and t r e a t ­
ment 

Par t 9: I l l n e s s e s having i n v i s i b l e 
symptoms, t h e i r t r e a t m e n t , head­
aches r e s u l t i n g from diseases o f 
the eye and t h e i r treatment 

P a r t 10: Medicines, o t h e r remedies 
and t h e i r e f f e c t s on the eye. 

The author Salaheddin b i n Yussef 
l i v e d i n Hama, Damascus i n the 13th 
c e n t u r y . His work provides a recor d 
of the ophtalmologic knowledge of 
h i s t ime. 

Gorgy Hazai and Barbara K e l l n e r -
Heinkele, B i b l i o g r a p h i e s c h e s 
Handbuch der T u r k o l o g i e (A b i b l i o ­
g r a p h i c a l handbook of T u r c o l o g y ) , 
Hungarian Academy, " B i b l i o t h e c a 
O r i e n t a l i s Hungarica XXX", 
Budapest, 1986, 17x24,5 cm., 583 p. 

This reference book i s a b i b l i o ­
graphy of b i b l i o g r a p h i e s on Turco­
lo g y . c o v e r i n g the p e r i o d from the 
18th century t o 1979. The geogra­
p h i c a l spread of T u r k i c people i n 
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the past -from Central Asia t o the 
Balkans and from China t o North 
A f r i c a -and t h e i r s o c i o - c u l t u r a l 
contacts w i t h other peoples are 
r e f l e c t e d i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
l i t e r a t u r e of Turcology c o n s i s t i n g 
of s c h o l a r l y s t u d i e s . The emphasis 
i n t h i s b i b l i o g r a p h y of b i b l i o ­
graphies i s on the r e g i o n a l aspects 
of t h i s movement. The m a t e r i a l i s 
presented s t a r t i n g from l a r g e r 
regions t o smaller ones. The book 
i s d i v i d e d i n t o the f o l l o w i n g main 
chapters: 

1. Sources of i n t e r n a t i o n a l b i b ­
l i o g r a p h i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n ; 

2. General b i b l i o g r a p h i e s on 
Turkish-speaking c o u n t r i e s ; 

3. B i b l i o g r a p h i e s of O r i e n t a l 
s t u d i e s ; 

4. B i b l i o g r a p h i e s of I s l a m i c 
s t u d i e s and Muslim c o u n t r i e s 
i n the Near East and Middle 
East; 

5. B i b l i o g r a p h i e s of s t u d i e s on 
i n d i v i d u a l c o u n t r i e s ; 

6. Regional b i b l i o g r a p h i e s on 
Turcology; 

7. P h i l o l o g y ; 
8. Ethnography and f o l k l o r e ; 
9. L i t e r a t u r e ; 

10. H i s t o r y ; 
11. Archaeology, anthropology, 

numismatics and h i s t o r y of a r t ; 
12. Theology; 
13 A. Geography; 

B. Travelogues. 

This subject-wise exhaustive survey 
of the b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l sources w i l l 
be completed w i t h the second v o l ­
ume, t o comprise the l i b r a r y c ata­
logues, i n s t i t u t i o n a l and academic 
p u b l i c a t i o n s , catalogues of manu­
s c r i p t s , b i o g r a p h i c works, o t h e r 
references r e l a t e d t o Turcology, 
r e g i s t e r s and indexes. 

This f i r s t volume i s a v a l u a b l e 
reference work f o r those i n v o l v e d 
i n Turcology and r e l a t e d areas of 
study l i k e Balkanology, Arabic 
s t u d i e s , I r a n i a n s t u d i e s , Sinology, 
Hungarology e t c . i n which they can 
d e p i c t u s e f u l b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l 

sources. The authors, both Turco-
logs of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e p u t e , have 
done an enormous work and the Hun­
g a r i a n Academy has published i t i n 
a wonderful way. 

Afghanica, The Afghanistan Studies 
N e w s l e t t e r , no. 1, September 1987 
appeared i n Oxford, U.K. 

The f i r s t issue o f Afghanica, 
The Afghanistan Studies Newsletter 
appeared, dated September 1987. I t 
aims t o c r e a t e an e f f e c t i v e way f o r 
communication among scholars and 
researchers i n t e r e s t e d i n Afgha­
n i s t a n , both f o r e i g n and Afghan. 
The Newsletter w i l l represent 
humanistic s t u d i e s and i n p a r t i c u ­
l a r l i n g u i s t i c s , l i t e r a t u r e , an­
t h r o p o l o g y , s o c i o l o g y and h i s t o r y . 

Dr. Jadwiga P s t r u s i n s k a , E d i t o r of 
Afghanica e x p l a i n s i n the E d i t o ­
r i a l t h a t the idea of an Afghanis­
tan s t u d i e s n e w s l e t t e r had come out 
i n A p r i l 1987, a t a workshop on 
"The Future of Afghan St u d i e s " o r ­
ganised by an i n t e r n a t i o n a l group 
of scholars d u r i n g the symposium 
"The C r i s i s of M i g r a t i o n from Af­
ghanistan - Domestic and Foreign 
I m p l i c a t i o n s " which was h e l d a t 
Oxford U n i v e r s i t y and co-sponsored 
by the Refugee Studies Programme 
and the Department o f Ethnology and 
P r e h i s t o r y . 

Afghanica includes announcements 
of seminars, conferences and l e c ­
t u r e s organised by u n i v e r s i t i e s and 
research i n s t i t u t i o n s i n the w o r l d , 
research p r o j e c t s , awards, p u b l i ­
c a t i o n s and f i l m s , i . e . a l l past 
and upcoming s c h o l a r l y events about 
Afghanistan. I t w i l l be p ublished 
t w i c e a year, as Spring and Autumn 
issues. E n q u i r i e s and m a t e r i a l f o r 
i n c l u s i o n i n Afghanica may be ad­
dressed t o : the " E d i t o r , Dr.Jadwiga 
P s t r u s i n s k a , Afghanica, P.O.B. 273, 
Oxford 0X1 1AQ, U n i t e d Kingdom". 
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OBSERVATIONS ABOUT IRCICA 

Impressions of the v i s i t o r s 

* " I t was the g r e a t e s t honour and 
pleasure t o have been able t o v i s i t 
the d i s t i n g u i s h e d Centre and t o 
have seen the valuable work t h a t 
i s , so d e d i c a t e d l y , being done. 
There i s no doubt t h a t , by the 
grace of God, t h i s w i l l be the 
f o u n d a t i o n of a g r e a t i n s t i t u t i o n 
of research and l e a r n i n g . The whole 
team w i l l , T pray, perform g r e a t 
s e r v i c e s f o r the whole of the I s ­
lamic community. May t h i s become 
the fountainhead of t r u e I s l a m i c 
s c h o l a r s h i p and may new v i t a l i t y 
and i n s p i r a t i o n f l o w from i t f o r 
generations t o come". 
H.H. Prince Muffakham Jah, 
P r e s i d e n t , Board of the I s l a m i c 
Culture j o u r n a l , Hyderabad, I n d i a 
4 January 1988 

* " I am proud t o record my impres­
sions on the Book of t h i s Centre 
... I express my a p p r e c i a t i o n t o 
the Centre's a u t h o r i t i e s . This 
i n s t i t u t i o n gives you confidence 
about the f u t u r e of I s l a m as long 
as t h e r e are people who care f o r 
i t . I pray God t o guide us towards 
w e l f a r e and happiness." ( O r i g i n a l : 
A r a b i c ) 
Mr. Ibrahim Muhammed Al-Hadidi, 
Member o f the N a t i o n a l Council o f 
the U n i t e d Arab Emirates 
19 January 1988 

* "1 am very happy today t o v i s i t 
t h i s Centre and proud e s p e c i a l l y 
a f t e r having seen i t s d i f f e r e n t 
s e c t i o n s . Taking the o p p o r t u n i t y 
given t o me t o be acquainted w i t h 
t h i s I s l a m i c asset, I would l i k e 
t o express my a p p r e c i a t i o n t o Prof. 
Dr. Ekmeieddin Ihsanoglu f o r h i s 
generous e f f o r t s which gave t h e i r 
f r u i t s i n t h i s Centre. 1 pray God 
t o guide us i n the s e r v i c e o f the 
I s l a m i c w o r l d and i t s h e r i t a g e . " 
( O r i g i n a l : Arabic) 
Mr.Ali Ahmed Abu R i j a l , Deputy 
D i r e c t o r , Cabinet of H.E.the 
President of the Arab Republic of 
Yemen, • 7 March 1988 

* "We are very happy t o v i s i t the 
headquarters of the Research Centre 
f o r I s l a m i c H i s t o r y , A r t and Cul­
t u r e , s u b s i d i a r y organ of the OIC 
and t o meet i t s D i r e c t o r General. 
We saw the Centre and were very 
pleased t o observe the e f f o r t s made 
i n the f i e l d s of research, docu­
mentation and p u b l i c a t i o n . Although 
i t i s young, t h i s Centre succeeded 
t o g a i n r e c o g n i t i o n among the r e ­
search centres and i n s t i t u t i o n s of 
a l l I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s . We wish 
success t o the D i r e c t o r General and 
h i s c o l l e a g u e s . " ( O r i g i n a l : A r a bic) 

Dr.Eng. Raif Mahanna, Professor of 
A r c h i t e c t u r e , Damascus U n i v e r s i t y ; 
Dr.Eng. Nihad Al-Abdallah, Dean of 
the Fac. of C i v i l Engineering, 
U n i v e r s i t y of T e s h r i n ; 
Dr.Eng. Abdelghani A l - S h i h a b i , Dean 
of the Fac. of C i v i l Engineering, 
U n i v e r s i t y of Aleppo; 
Dr.Eng. Tawwal A q u i i i , Dean of the 
Fac. o f C i v i l Engineering, Damascus 
U n i v e r s i t y , S y r i a , 8 March 1988 

* "... The day of my v i s i t a t t h i s 
Centre made me proud. I saw here 
one o f the I s l a m i c c i t a d e l s and one 
of the monuments o f research and 
h i s t o r y . I observed here an e l i t e 
of able Muslims working s i l e n t as 
a p r i e s t , w i t h a deep experience, 
t r y i n g t o c o l l e c t the h e r i t a g e . .. 
they are i n touch w i t h the r o o t s 
and the o r i g i n o f I s l a m i c c i v i l i ­
s a t i o n . I was very happy; I wish 
t h i s work w i l l even double and t h a t 
God w i l l bless i t . I hope these 
e f f o r t s w i l l lead us t o w e l f a r e , 
so t h a t the f l a g of I s l a m r i s e s 
again on the basis o f science, 
l e a r n i n g and c u l t u r e . " ( O r i g i n a l : 
A r a b ic) 

Mr.Ali Ahmed Hamdi, Advisor t o 
the D i r e c t o r General, Arab League 
Ed u c a t i o n a l , C u l t u r a l and 
S c i e n t i f i c O r g a n i s a t i o n (ALECSO), 
League of Arab S t a t e s , 
22 March 1988. 
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IRCICA PUBLICATIONS, 

inwau 
H*MM 

ISTAN81H. KOrOFHANELESl 

ARAP H A R R l S O R E U Y A Y 1 N L A R 

TOPLU KATALOCU 

1 8 2 8 - 1 9 2 8 

UNION CATALOGUE OF THE PERIODICAL! 

IN ARABIC SCRIPT 

ID THE LIBRARIES OF ISTAMBUl 

RESEARCH C E N T R E FOR 
ISLAMIC HISTORY, A R T AND C U L T U R E 

WORLD BIBLIOGRAPHY 
O f TRANSLATIONS Of THE MEANINGS 

Of THE 

HOLY QUR AN 
PRINTED TRANSLATIONS 

1515 1980 

KMETllNAKK HAItTUUN 

I. K1, . ,» 

Fid Dr OnnUki t -

ACIKLAMALI 
TURK KtMYA ESERLERl 

BlBLlYDGRAFYASI 

i i i i M i n 

Ottoman Archives 

Aijivl Ktanbul 

WORLD BIBLIOGRAPHY OF TRANSLATIONS OF THE 
MEANING OF THE HOLY QUR'AN: PRINTED TRANSLATIONS 
1515 - 1980, prepared by tSMET BiNARK, HALtT 
BRBN; Edited and Prefaced by EKMELEDDiN 
iHSANOGLO, Istanbul, 1986; XCIX, 880, 34 p.; 24 
cm. (English) Price: US $80 plus package and 
postage (US$ 20 f o r America, URSS, Japan and 
China; US$ 10 all others). 

Gives information about 2672 works which are the 
originals, copies and different editions of 551 
complete and 883 incomplete translations and se­
lections in 65 languages. The Preface gives the 
history of Quran translations from the beginnings 
of Islam to our time. 

UNION CATALOGUE OF PERIODICALS IN ARABIC SCRIPT 
IN THE LIBRARIES OF ISTANBUL (1828-1928), Com­
piled by HASAN DUNAN, Istanbul, 1986; 664 p.; 24 
cm. Price: US $25 plus package and postage (US$ 
10 for America, URSS, Japan and China; US$ 5 all 
others). 

Contains information about 1804 titles of pe­
riodicals in different languages printed in 
Arabic script. The preface, the bibliographical 
explanations and indications for Indexes are 
trilingual I n English, Arabic and Turkish. 

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF EARLY TURKISH WORKS 
ON CHEMISTRY (Printed works, 1830-1923), Pre­
pared by Ekmeleddln tHSANOdLU, History of 
Science Series no.2, Istanbul, 1985; IX, 148 p.; 
24 cm. (Turkish) Price: US$ 10 post and package 
included. 

Gives the results of researches conducted on more 
than 250 references assessed through the scanning 
of numerous sources and about 20 library collec­
tions. There are 259 entries of works published 
between 1830-1923 given in chronological order 
according to the date of publication and Indexes 
of authors, educational institutions and the 
names of printers and publishers. 

OTTOMAN ARCHIVES, Prepared by NBCATt AKTAS, 
iSMET BiNARK; Translated by SALtH SADAVt SALlH; 
Edited and Prefaced by EKMELEDDiN tHSANOdLU, 
published by IRCICA and the Centre for Archives 
and Manuscripts, .University of Jordan, Amman, 
1986; 14, 251 p.; 24 cm. (Arabic). Price: US$ 30 
post and package included. 

The Ottoman Archives is a unique and authentic 
source for the history of many Islamic countries. 
This work contains a brief history of the Ottoman 
Archives, a dlscrlptlon of the present classifi­
cation system used in the archives and explana­
tions of archive regulations and procedures. A 
glossary of Ottoman archival terms and a biblio­
graphy are Included. 
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IRCICA PUBLICATIONS 

I K T 
ISLAM TARlll SANAT VE Ktt.HK 

AMJIIRMA MERKEZl 

TAZMALMmOOl) 
ciu in 

ISTANBt'L 
1406 191)6 

CATALOGUE OF MANUSCRIPTS Iff THE K6PRDLO LIBRARY 
by RAMAZAN SBSBN, CEVAT tZGt, CEHtL AKPIHAR, 
Istanbul, 1986; 3 vols. (XII, 609, 34; 647, XII; 
639, XII, 22 p.); 24 cm. (Ar.) Price: US$ 60 plus 
package and postage (US$ 10 for America, URSS, 
Japan and China; us$ 5 all others). 

The KoprHlQ. Library In Istanbul contains an im­
portant collection o£ manuscripts: nearly 2773 
volumes under 3500 titles In the fields of his­
tory, philosophy, natural sciences, mathematics, 
etc. The catalogue provides full bibliographic 
information about them. The Preface gives the 
history of the collection. 

THE OTTOMAN SCIENTIFIC AND PROFESSIONAL ASSO­
CIATIONS, 1st National Symposium on Turkish 
History of Science, 3-5 April 1987, edited by 
BKMELEDDIN IHSANOGLU, published by IRCICA and 
the Department of History of Science, Faculty of 
Letters, Istanbul University; History of Science 
Series 3, 1987; VIII, 264 p.; 24 cm. (Turkish) 
Price; US $5 post and package Included. 

A collection of papers presented at the symposium 
which was Jointly organised by IRCICA and the 
Department of History of Science, Faculty of 
Letters, University of Istanbul. The Introduction 
gives Information on some of the scientific and 
professional associations which were established 
In the Ottoman State. Two essays on the subject 
were prepared before the symposium. Some associ­
ations which were not known before were Intro­
duced In these papers and the establishment of 
the Ottoman associations, their problems, acti­
vities and accomplishments were discussed. 

ISTANBUL, A GLIMPSE INTO THE PAST (Photo-Album) 
by Ekmeleddln IHSANOGLU, Istanbul, 1987; 97 p., 
I map; 22 cm. (English, Arabic and Turkish) Price 
US $20 post and package Included. 

This album contains a collection of the rare 
photographs of Istanbul almost one hundred years 
ago, which were chosen from the archive of the 
Centre. The photographs Introduce different sec­
tors of life in Istanbul at the end of the 19th 
and the beginning of the 20th century. Each pho­
tograph has an explanation. This album was pub­
lished by the Centre In cooperation with the 
Arab-Turkish Bank In Istanbul on the occasion of 
the 10th Anniversary of their foundation. 

http://Ktt.HK


IRCICA PUBLICATIONS 

TURKISH ARTS AND ARCHITECTURE by Prof. Dr. 
Oktay ASlMfAPA, translated by Ahmed ISSA, Istan­
bul, 1987; 21, 442, 282 p.; pictures, 1 map; 28 
cm. (Arabic) Price: US$ 60 post Included. 

A comprehensive encyclopaedic work covering the 
history of Turkish-Islamic architecture and va­
rious branches of art such as carpet-making, the 
arts of the book including calligraphy, minia­
tures and binding, etc. Originally published In 
English. A glossary of 600 art terms has been 
added. 

ISLAMIC SWORDS AND StfORDSMTTHS, by Onsal YUCEL, 
translated by Tahsln TAHAOGLU, IRCICA and the 
Ministry of Information of Kuwait, Kuwait, 1988; 
145 p., pictures, 28x21.5 cm. (Arabic), Price: 
US$15 post and package Included. 

Descriptive catalogue of 114 swords kept at the 
Topkapl Palace Museum and the Military Museum in 
Istanbul, with 186 photographs. These swords were 
used from the first to the tenth century HIJra 
(7th-l6th centuries A.D.). Chapters deal with: 
Blessed swords related to the Prophet (P.B.U.H.), 
the four Khalifas and the companions of the Pro­
phet; Characteristics of the Islamic swords and 
developments In their forms; Muslim swordsmlths. 

BOOKS IN THE PRESS 

PROCEEDINGS OP THE INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON THE COMMON PRINCIPLES, FORMS AND 
THEMES OP ISLAMIC ART, edited by Ahmad ISSA 

This book contains thirty-nine research papers presented by scholars from 
various countries at the International Symposium on the Common Principles, 
Forms and Themes of Islamic Art organised by IRCICA In April 1983. The papers 
are In Arabic, English and French and deal with architecture, decoration, 
calligraphy, miniature painting and other fields of Islamic arts. 

HOLY KA'BA KEYS AND LOCKS, prepared Tercan Yilmaz 

The catalogue describes 56 pieces of locks and keys kept in Topkapi Palace 
Museum In Istanbul, with colour photographs. The Introduction gives Information 
on the method of manufacturing of the keys and locks and materials used as well 
as explanations on their Inscriptions and decorations. 

VIDEO CASSETTES 

The following documentary films prepared by the Centre are available on a 
single cassette in Arabic. Diffusion system Is PAL. Cassette type to be speci­
fied (VHS/BETAMAX). Price; US$ 30.-. 
* "Life and Works of the Calllgrapher Hamld Al-Amldl and Calligraphic Arts" 
• "Arts of Illumination and Gliding". 
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