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EDITORIAL 

Dear Readers; here we would l i k e 
t o say a few words about two of the 
seminars on I s l a m i c c u l t u r e t h a t 
were held since our l a s t issue. The 
f i r s t one, held at the beginning 
of A p r i l 1985 i n Calgary, Canada, 
was p r i n c i p a l l y aimed at studying 
and d i s c u s s i n g the views of scho­
l a r s on the subject of " I n t e r p r e ­
t a t i o n s of the Meaning of the Holy 
Quran". We r e g r e t t o i n f o r m you 
t h a t some o r i e n t a l i s t s among the 
p a r t i c i p a n t s of t h i s seminar were 
motivated not by love of science 
and r e a l i t y , but r a t h e r by t h e i r 
f a n a t i c i s m against I s l a m and the 
opinions of Muslim scholars. I t 
was s u r p r i s i n g t h a t t h e i r biased 
a t t i t u d e was r e f l e c t e d i n t h e i r 
remarks. Furthermore, Muslim 
p a r t i c i p a n t s were not allowed t o 
r e p l y t o these charges and defend 
t h e i r ideas. 

I t was understood at t h i s seminar 
t h a t c e r t a i n o r i e n t a l i s t s s t i l l 
have many f a l s e ideas about Islam 
and Muslims. Their soul i s f u l l of 
hatred which extinguishes the hope 
of b r o t h e r l y co-existence between 
Muslims and C h r i s t i a n s , e s p e c i a l l y 
at a time where a small group of 
people are endeavouring t o estab­
l i s h a Muslim-Chriscian dialogue 
which could l a y the basis of a 
peaceful co-existence among the 
f o l l o w e r s of these two r e l i g i o n s 
as w e l l as spreading love and peace 
among men. 

As t o the second seminar, i t was 
held i n England at the end of J u l y 
1985 on the theme of " I s l a m i c A r t 
Resources i n World Museums and 
Major P r i v a t e C o l l e c t i o n s " . The 
seminar a t t r a c t e d a l o t of i n t e r e s t 
and was attended by I s l a m i c scien­
t i s t s as w e l l as d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
I s l a m i c p e r s o n a l i t i e s who are 
c o n s c i o u s of the i m p o r t a n c e and 
value of the I s l a m i c c u l t u r a l 
h e r i t a g e . During the c o l o n i a l 
p e r i o d , t h i s c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e was 
d i s t r i b u t e d and s c a t t e r e d i n 
museums and p u b l i c and p r i v a t e 
c o l l e c t i o n s a l l over the w o r l d . 

The aim of the seminar was t o ac­
knowledge and r e g i s t e r a l l our 
h e r i t a g e i n order t o enable r e ­
searchers of the I s l a m i c w o r l d t o 
have access t o these precious pro­
p e r t i e s , which i n f a c t are t h e i r 
own h e r i t a g e . 

As i t would be expected, t h i s ob­
j e c t i v e was not easy t o r e a l i s e . 
A t t i t u d e s manifested d u r i n g the 
seminar i n Calgary, Canada were 
also f e l t here, though at a l e s s e r 
degree. This i s probably why H.E. 
Mr. Syed S h a r i f u d d i n Pirzada, Sec­
r e t a r y General of the OIC i n h i s 
key-note address said t h a t i n order 
t o achieve a t r u e understanding of 
I s l a m i c a r t , i t was e s s e n t i a l t o 
understand the I s l a m i c c i v i l i s a t i o n 



and i t s moral values. The Secretary 
General also spoke about the gaps 
e x i s t i n g i n the f i e l d of documen­
t a t i o n and i n f o r m a t i o n on the r e ­
sources of I s l a m i c a r t , the neces­
s i t y t o e s t a b l i s h exhaustive and 
d e t a i l e d archives covering the 
I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e s c a t t e r e d a l l over 
the w o r l d which belongs t o our 
g l o r i o u s past. 

The Secretary General of the OIC 
gave hope t o the audience when he 
reminded them t h a t t h e i r organisa­
t i o n was conscious of i t s c u l t u r a l 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s and f o r t h i s rea­
son e s t a b l i s h e d two important i n s ­
t i t u t i o n s e n t r u s t i n g the t a s k of 
p r e s e r v i n g and defending our h e r i ­
tage against f o r e i g n a t t a c k s which 
occur from time t o time. These two 
i n s t i t u t i o n s are the Research Cen­
t r e f o r I s l a m i c H i s t o r y , A r t and 
C u l t u r e and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Com­
mission f o r the P r e s e r v a t i o n of 
I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l Heritage. Although 
the Centre has been i n existence 
only f o r f i v e and the Commission 
f o r t h r ee years, they have already 
accomplished numerous works which 
give us confidence and assurance 
i n our f u t u r e . 

We do not want t o take too much of 
your time, Dear Readers, but the 
s u b j e c t of our c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e 
holds our a t t e n t i o n c o n s t a n t l y , 
n o t a b l y because there are s t i l l 
some people and o r i e n t a l i s t s i n the 
West who t r y t o harm t h i s h e r i t a g e 
and o b s t r u c t our having access t o 
i t . This i s why we are s t r e s s i n g 
here, t h a t i t i s our duty t o pre­
vent such a t t a c k s . 

Since the beginning of the News­
l e t t e r , we have been t r y i n g t o de­
velop t h i s Newsletter and t o make 
i t worthy of the noble o b j e c t i v e s 
f o r which we work. Thus, we are 
changing i t s form a l i t t l e and 
adding a supplement e x c l u s i v e l y 
devoted t o the p r o j e c t s and a c t i ­
v i t i e s of the OIC I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Commission f o r the P r e s e r v a t i o n of 
I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l Heritage. This 
supplement also contains informa­
t i o n on events concerning I s l a m i c 
c u l t u r a l and a r t i s t i c h e r i t a g e . We 
look forward t o your comments and 
observations about our Newsletter, 
since our aim i s t o s a t i s f y your 
needs and wishes. 

Prof.Dr.Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu 



COORDINATION MEETING OF OIC CENTRES AND AGENCIES 

A c t i v i t i e s undertaken by the 
Organisation of the I s l a m i c Con­
ference (OIC) are i n c r e a s i n g geo­
m e t r i c a l l y both i n volume and ex­
t e n t . Under the s u p e r v i s i o n and 
c o o r d i n a t i o n of the OIC General 
S e c r e t a r i a t , d i f f e r e n t OIC sub­
s i d i a r y organs and agencies func­
t i o n i n g under i t s aegis are sharing 
the tasks incumbent upon the OIC 
according t o t h e i r mandates and 
r e s p e c t i v e sets of f u n c t i o n s and 
o b j e c t i v e s . 

Conscious of the f a c t t h a t such a 
s t r u c t u r e n e c e s s i t a t e s e f f i c i e n t 
c o o r d i n a t i v e processes and mechan­
isms w i t h i n the OIC framework, the 
OIC r e c e n t l y s t a r t e d t o g i v e more 
emphasis t o questions of coopera­
t i o n and c o o r d i n a t i o n between OIC 
centres and agencies and the Gene­
r a l S e c r e t a r i a t on one hand, and 
amongst these centres and agencies 
w i t h i n t h e i r mandates, on the 
o t h e r . A "Coordination Meeting o f 
Heads of OIC Centres and Agencies" 

was held a t OIC General S e c r e t a r i a t 
i n Jeddah on 1-2 June 1986. The 
meeting was ch a i r e d by H.E.Mr.Syed 
S h a r i f u d d i n Pirzada, Secretary 
General of OIC and was attended by 
the D i r e c t o r of Cabinet and Admin­
i s t r a t i o n and Fihance, the D i r e c t o r 
of C u l t u r a l A f f a i r s and the D i r e c ­
t o r of Economic Affafocs a t the 
General S e c r e t a r i a t , and the heads 
and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the f o l l o w ­
i n g s u b s i d i a r y organs and a f f i l i ­
ated agencies: as s u b s i d i a r y o r ­
gans, the Research Centre f o r 
I s l a m i c H i s t o r y , A r t and C u l t u r e 
(IRCICA, I s t a n b u l ) , the I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l Commission f o r the Preser­
v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l Heritage 
(ICPICH), the S t a t i s t i c a l , Economic 
and S o c i a l Research and T r a i n i n g 
Centre (SESRTCIC, Ankara), the 
I s l a m i c Centre f o r Technical and 
V o c a t i o n a l T r a i n i n g and Research 
(ICTVTR, Dhaka), the I s l a m i c Foun­
d a t i o n f o r Science, Technology and 
Development (IFSTAD, Jeddah), the 
I s l a m i c Centre f o r the Development 
of Trade (ICDT, Casablanca) and the 
I s l a m i c Commission f o r the I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l Red Crescent (ICIRC, Ben­
g h a z i ) ; as a f f i l i a t e d agencies, the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l I s l a m i c News Agency 
(UNA, Jeddah), the I s l a m i c States 
Broadcasting Organisation (ISBO, 
Jeddah) and the I s l a m i c Education­
a l , S c i e n t i f i c and C u l t u r a l Orga­
n i s a t i o n (ISESCO, Rabat), as w e l l 
as the OIC New York O f f i c e . 
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Presentations and discussions 
d u r i n g the meeting were centered 
around the measures and m o d a l i t i e s 
t o be adopted i n order t o ensure a 
more u n i f i e d and harmonised p u r s u i t 
of the common OIC o b j e c t i v e s . I t 
was s t a t e d t h a t the OIC General 
S e c r e t a r i a t i s already the f o c a l 
p o i n t i n cooperation and coordina­
t i o n among a l l OIC organs and 
agencies and t h a t the l a t t e r i n s ­
t i t u t i o n s already have b i l a t e r a l 
contacts w i t h the General Secre­
t a r i a t and amongst each other t o 
coordinate t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s , un­
dertake j o i n t a c t i v i t i e s and m i n i ­
mise d u p l i c a t i o n . The meeting d e a l t 

w i t h how t o f o r m a l i s e , r e g u l a r i s e 
and p r o l i f e r a t e such contacts and 
a c t i v i t i e s . The importance of ex­
changing i n f o r m a t i o n on on-going 
and planned a c t i v i t i e s was empha­
si z e d , as w e l l as the dissemination 
of such i n f o r m a t i o n t o UN agencies 
through the New York O f f i c e and 
through ISBO and UNA t o the r e s t 
of the wor l d . The meeting decided 
t o e s t a b l i s h a Coordination Com­
m i t t e e formed of the General Sec­
r e t a r i a t and some centres and 
agencies i n c l u d i n g IRCICA t o 
fo l l o w - u p c o o r d i n a t i o n and coope­
r a t i o n issues. I t was also decided 
t h a t the Coordination Meeting be 
r e g u l a r i s e d t o meet t w i c e a year. 

• • • 

SEMINAR ON WOMAN 
AND FAMILY IN ISLAM 

A Seminar on "The Woman and the 
Family i n Is l a m " was organised 
j o i n t l y by UNESCO and the I s t a n b u l 
Centre a t the premises of the 
Centre, from 24 t o 28 June 1985. 

A D r a f t i n g Committee was formed by 
UNESCO i n 1980, t o prepare a s i x -
volume book on the d i f f e r e n t as­
pects of I s l a m i c c u l t u r e . This 
Committee, composed of scholars and 

s c i e n t i s t s from v a r i o u s regions of 
the I s l a m i c w o r l d , i s a t an ad­
vanced stage i n the p r e p a r a t i o n of 
the d i f f e r e n t volumes of the book. 
R e l a t i n g t o the work on one of the 
volumes, the Committee had recom­
mended the o r g a n i s a t i o n of a semi­
nar on the place of women and the 
f a m i l y i n Is l a m and i t was decided 
t h a t t h i s seminar be r e a l i s e d 



A working session of the Seminar 
on Woman and Family i n Islam 

j o i n t l y w i t h 1RCI.CA. This c o n s t i ­
t u t e d another a c t i v i t y w i t h i n the 
framework of the cooperation es­
t a b l i s h e d between UNESCO and the 
Centre. P r e v i o u s l y , the Centre had 
taken p a r t i n the p r e p a r a t i o n of 
the sections of the same book con­
cerning I s l a m i c a r t s , under the 
presidence of l a t e Professor Nec-
m e t t i n Bammate. 

P a r t i c i p a n t s a t the meeting were 
scho l a r s , s c i e n t i s t s and experts 
on the su b j e c t of woman and the 
f a m i l y i n Islam, i n c l u d i n g Prof.Dr. 
Emel Dogramaci, Dean of the Fa­
c u l t y o f L e t t e r s of Hacettepe Uni­
v e r s i t y , Ankara, Turkey, Prof. Dr. 
Abdelwahab Bouhdiba from Tunis 
U n i v e r s i t y , Dr. N a j l a A l Shatop, 
D i r e c t o r General of Primary Educa­
t i o n , Baghdad, I r a q , Dr. Hashim 
Mahdi, D i r e c t o r of Cul t u r e and 
Curriculums and Mr.Hatim Hassan 
Qadi, D i r e c t o r of the O f f i c e Of the 
Secretary General a t Muslim World 
League, Mecca, H.E.Dr. Abdul Moneem 
A l Namr, ex - M i n i s t e r of Waqfs of 
Egypt, Dr.Fawzia El-Sayed A l i Diab, 
Head of Childhood Department and 
Dr. Samia El-Saaty, professor of 
Sociology, both a t the Women Col­
lege of Ain-Shams U n i v e r s i t y , 
Cairo, Egypt, Dr. Samia Chaar from 

U n i v e r s i t y of Lebanon, Mr. Adnan 
Salem, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of UNESCO, 
and Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsan-
o g l u , D i r e c t o r General of IRCICA. 
The main theme on the agenda was 
the examination and dis c u s s i o n of 
the working papers prepared, r e s ­
p e c t i v e l y , by H.E. Prof.Dr. Moham­
med Marouf Dawalibi (Advisor t o 
H.M. the King of Saudi Arabia) on 
"The S i t u a t i o n of Woman i n Islam " 
and by Dr. Ravane M'baye ( D i r e c t o r , 
I n s t i t u t Islamique de Dakar, Sene­
ga l ) on "The Family i n Islam". 

Discussing on these papers, the 
p a r t i c i p a n t s dwelt on the e f f e c t s 
of today's economic, s o c i a l and 
c u l t u r a l c o n d i t i o n s on the p o s i t i o n 
and s i t u a t i o n of the woman and 
discussed possible I s l a m i c s o l u ­
t i o n s t o the problems created by 
these c o n d i t i o n s . These c o n d i t i o n s 
form the contemporary environment 
which shapes, w i t h i t s i n t e r n a l and 
e x t e r n a l e f f e c t s , the s i t u a t i o n of 
the Muslim woman. Concerning the 
sub j e c t of the second study, views 
were expressed on the c u l t u r a l 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the I s l a m i c 
f a m i l y and the bases of f a m i l y be­
haviour i n Islam. Recommendations 
were made t o develop preparations 
f o r the book. 



RESTORATION OF YAVERAN BUILDING 

The Yaveran b u i l d i n g i s the t h i r d 
b u i l d i n g a l l o c a t e d t o IRCICA by the 
Turkish Government. Once i t s r e s ­
t o r a t i o n completed, the b u i l d i n g 
w i l l be used t o set up I s l a m i c a r t s 
workshops where t r a i n i n g courses 
w i l l be opened t o teach the I s l a m i c 
a r t s of c a l l i g r a p h y , g i l d i n g , 
marbled paper, book b i n d i n g , e t c . 
t o young t a l e n t e d -people from a l l -
over the wor l d . A c t u a l l y , the r e ­
v i v a l of these a r t s f o r the purpose 
of passing t h i s h e r i t a g e t o f u t u r e 
generations i s included i n the 
Centre's programme. 

The Yaveran b u i l d i n g 

Upon a l l o c a t i o n of t h i s b u i l d i n g 
t o the Centre, the l a t t e r undertook 
the necessary t e c h n i c a l and f i n a n ­
c i a l p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r the r e s t o r a ­
t i o n p r o j e c t . A c t u a l r e s t o r a t i o n 
work s t a r t e d i n A p r i l 1985 and 
progressed i n accordance w i t h the 
o r i g i n a l l y set schedule u n t i l now. 
Technical plans f o r the i n t e r i o r 
of the b u i l d i n g are such t h a t op­
timum use w i l l be made of t h i s 
b u i l d i n g w h i l e p r e s e r v i n g i t s o r i ­
g i n a l form. Once the r e s t o r a t i o n 

w i l l be completed and the b u i l d i n g 
put t o use, space problems of the 
Centre w i l l be reso l v e d . Larger 
rooms w i l l be a v a i l a b l e f o r 
documentation, the computer u n i t , 
research s e c t i o n s , and as working 
space f o r v i s i t i n g researchers and 
scholars. 

The r e s t o r a t i o n p r o j e c t w i l l be 
completed a t the beginning of 1986 
i f the r e q u i s i t e funds are secured 
i n due time. Confident t h a t the 
r e a l i s a t i o n of the p r o j e c t w i l l 
help develop new resources f o r the 

Rest o r a t i o n work at the 
Yaveran b u i l d i n g 

development of researches and 
knowledge on I s l a m i c a r t s and c u l ­
t u r e and the r e v i v a l of I s l a m i c 
a r t i s t i c and c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e , the 
Centre i n v i t e s a l l i n s t i t u t i o n s and 
personages t o c o n t r i b u t e t o t h i s 
important p r o j e c t , i n accordance 
w i t h the recommendations of the 
I s l a m i c Conference of Foreign 
M i n i s t e r s . Names of donors w i l l be 
i n s c r i b e d on a plaque placed a t the 
Yaveran b u i l d i n g . 



— IRCICA NEWS 

CONTACTS AND MEETINGS 

I n t e r i o r of Yaveran b u i l d i n g 

The Centre would l i k e t o take t h i s 
occasion t o express i t s g r a t i t u d e 
t o those p e r s o n a l i t i e s and i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s having responded t o i t s 
i n v i t a t i o n by c o n t r i b u t i n g funds, 
thanks t o which the f i r s t phase of 
the r e s t o r a t i o n p r o j e c t could be 
s t a r t e d . These p e r s o n a l i t i e s and 
i n s t i t u t i o n s are mentioned below: 

- Sezai Tiirkes-Fevzi Akkaya 
Co n s t r u c t i o n Co., Turkey 

- Kale Porselen, Turkey 
- Arab-Turkish Bank, Turkey 
- Sheikh Abdulaziz Sulaiman, Saudi 

Arabia 
- Sheikh Abdulkarim Suud Al-Bab-

t a i n , Kuwait 
- Sheikh Abdulla Al-Nouri C h a r i t y 

S ociety, Kuwait 
- I n t e r n a t i o n a l I s l a m i c C h a r i t a b l e 

Foundation, Kuwait 
- Dr. Ahmed A l i Al-Jassar, Kuwait 
- Mr. Mohammed Ridwan Abdelhalim, 

Malaysia 
- Mr. Ahmed Hassan, Switzerland. 

Meetins w i t h Egyptian 
Foreign A f f a i r s M i n i s t e r 

H.E.Dr.Ismet Abdulmajid, M i n i s t e r 
of Foreign A f f a i r s of Egypt r e ­
ceived the Centre's D i r e c t o r Gene­
r a l Prof. Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsan-
oglu on 17 May 1985. The M i n i s t e r 
was accompanying H.E.Hosni M'barek, 
President of Egypt, d u r i n g the 
President's o f f i c i a l v i s i t t o Tur­
key. The M i n i s t e r received i n f o r ­
mation on the present s t a t e of the 
Centre's a c t i v i t i e s , i t s ongoing 
and f u t u r e p r o j e c t s . Discussions 
were held on the p r o j e c t s under­
taken j o i n t l y by Egyptian i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s and the Centre. The M i n i s t e r 
showed h i s ki n d i n t e r e s t and 
a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r the Centre's 
a c t i v i t i e s and a f f i r m e d the support 
of Egypt f o r the Centre and i t s 
work. 

H.E.Dr. Ismet Abdulmajid, M i n i s t e r 
of Foreign A f f a i r s of Egypt and 
Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin thsanoglu, 

IRCICA D i r e c t o r General 
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P a r t i c i p a t i o n a t Annual Congress 
of A l - A l b a i t Foundation, Jordan 

The Royal Academy of I s l a m i c C i v i ­
l i s a t i o n Research ( A l - A l b a i t 
Foundation), Jordan held i t s Fourth 
Annual Congress on 6-9 May 1985 i n 
Amman. The meeting was inaugurated 
by H.M. King Hussain of Jordan, who 
pronounced a d e t a i l e d address. 
H.R.H. Crown Prince Hasan b i n 
T a l l a l , Honorary President of the 
Academy, presided over the 
Congress throughout the sessions. 

Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, 
D i r e c t o r General of IRCICA, and Mr. 
Mohammed Tamimi, expert a t the 
Centre, p a r t i c i p a t e d a t the meeting 
and were a c t i v e d u r i n g the working 
sessions of the f o l l o w i n g commis­
sions: I s l a m i c Encyclopedia Com­
mission, Union Catalogue of Manu­
s c r i p t s Commission, and I s l a m i c 
A r c h i t e c t u r e Commission. At the 
meeting, H.M. King Hussain of Jor­
dan appointed the D i r e c t o r General 
of IRCICA as an a c t i v e member of 
the Academy. The Centre and i t s 
a c t i v i t i e s were mentioned w i t h ap­
p r e c i a t i o n , both by H.R.H. Crown 
Prince Hasan b i n T a l l a l , Honorary 
President of the Academy and by 
H.E. Prof.Dr. Naseruddin Al-Assad, 
M i n i s t e r of Higher Education of 
Jordan and President of the Acade­
my, and shown as examples t h a t 
should be f o l l o w e d . 

P a r t i c i p a t i o n a t Conference 
on Arab-Turkish Relations 

The T h i r d Conference on Arab-, 
T u r k i s h Relations was held a t Yar-
mouk U n i v e r s i t y L i a i s o n O f f i c e i n 
Amman, Jordan on 25-28 A p r i l 1985, 
under the patronage of H.R.H. Crown 
Prince Hassan b i n T a l l a l of Jordan, 
who also presided over the meeting. 
Representatives of Arab and Turk i s h 
u n i v e r s i t i e s and academic cen t r e s , 

and h i g h - l e v e l Government o f f i c i a l s 
o f Jordan p a r t i c i p a t e d a t the con­
ference. Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin 
Ihsanoglu, D i r e c t o r General of 
the Centre, who i s one of the 
founding members of the conference, 
presented a paper e n t i t l e d "The 
Ottoman State and i t s Place i n the 
Arab World according t o Egyptian 
Schoolbooks, 1912-1920". The paper 
was the r e s u l t of a survey of 13 
d i f f e r e n t schoolbooks used i n Egypt 
d u r i n g the pe r i o d between 1912 and 
1920, examining and e v a l u a t i n g the 
image of the Ottoman State and the 
place and importance a t t r i b u t e d t o 
i t i n these books. 

P a r t i c i p a n t s a t the conference ex­
pressed t h e i r a p p r e c i a t i o n of r e ­
searches undertaken by IRCICA w i t h 
the purpose of ensuring mutual un­
derstanding and close r e l a t i o n s 
between Member States of the OIC 
and i n t h e i r recommendations, they 
included the d e c i s i o n t o support 
IRCICA and i t s a c t i v i t i e s . 

P a r t i c i p a t i o n a t Congress 
on H i s t o r y of Arab Science 

The I n s t i t u t e f o r H i s t o r y o f Arab 
Science a f f i l i a t e d t o Aleppo Uni­
v e r s i t y , S y r i a , held i t s 9th annual 
congress on 24-25 A p r i l 1985 i n 
Rakka (see S p o t l i g h t on C u l t u r a l 
News s e c t i o n ) . The Centre was rep­
resented by Prof. Dr. Ramazan 
Sesen, research e x p e r t , who pre­
sented a paper about I b n - i N a f i s 
and h i s work e n t i t l e d "The Book 
Needed by Students and Used by 
Doctors" e x p l a i n i n g t h i s work and 
other views of the author, p a r t i ­
c u l a r l y those about the c i r c u l a t i o n 
of blood, as w e l l as observations 
and c r i t i c i s m s he made about h i s 
predecessors. 



LECTURE EXHIBITIONS 

Conference on " L i b r a r y 
Automation i n the U.S.A." 

A conference on " L i b r a r y Automation 
i n the United States" was given a t 
the Centre's conference h a l l on 13 
May 1985 by Prof.Dr.Michael Cooper, 
professor of l i b r a r y and informa­
t i o n s tudies a t the U n i v e r s i t y of 
C a l i f o r n i a - B e r k e l e y and c o n s u l t a n t 
on l i b r a r y automation. The l e c t u r e r 
f i r s t explained the advantages of 
computerized l i b r a r y systems; among 
ot h e r s , the p o s s i b i l i t y o f lo n g ­
distance access t o the data base 
through telephone l i n e s , and e f f i ­
ciency and economy i n l i b r a r y ser­
v i c e s . He then gave i n f o r m a t i o n on 

Prof.Dr.Michael Cooper g i v i n g h i s 
l e c t u r e on " L i b r a r y Automation i n 

the U.S.A." 
the t e c h n i c a l processing of l i b r a r y 
data, b i b l i o g r a p h i c research on the 
data base, p u b l i c access catalogue 
systems enabling i n d i v i d u a l r e ­
searchers t o have access t o b i b ­
l i o g r a p h i c systems, and data base 
management. He also spoke about a 
new development, namely computer 
networks l i n k i n g l i b r a r i e s among 
themselves and i n d i v i d u a l s t o l i ­
b r a r i e s . I n the U.S.A. and Europe, 
such networks are under the c o n t r o l 
of e i t h e r n a t i o n a l or p r i v a t e i n s ­
t i t u t i o n s and they provide l a r g e -
c a p a c i t y communication systems f o r 
l i b r a r y s e r v i c e s . 

E x h i b i t i o n of samples of i n t e r i o r 
d e coration from the Ulucami Mosque 

I n t e r i o r d ecoration samples 
from Ulucami Mosque 

An e x h i b i t i o n c o n s i s t i n g of samples 
of the 13th Century i n t e r i o r deco­
r a t i o n from the Ulucami Mosque i n 
Afyon, Turkey was held a t the Cen­
t r e from 28 March t o 4 A p r i l 1985. 
The decorations were prepared by 
A r c h i t e c t Prof.Dr. Kenan Ozbel 
( r e t . ) . The a r t i s t drew copies of 
deco r a t i o n designs from o r i g i n a l 
pieces of the mosque's w a l l s , f l o o r 
and c e i l i n g d a t i n g from the 13th 
Century and reproduced them by 
means of s p e c i a l techniques r e s ­
p e c t i n g the o r i g i n a l c o l o u r i n g of 
the decorations. 

C a l l i g r a p h i c e x h i b i t i o n i n Jordan 

Works of Mr. Hasan Ce l e b i , Cen­
t r e ' s c a l l i g r a p h e r , were displayed 
from 22 A p r i l t o 8 May 1985 i n Am­
man, Jordan. The e x h i b i t i o n was 
organised by Jordanian-Turkish 
Friendship Society, a t the l e t t e r ' s 
b u i l d i n g i n Amman u n t i l 2 May; a f ­
t e r which i t was moved t o Yarmouk 
U n i v e r s i t y f o r three days and then, 
upon the i n v i t a t i o n of the Royal 
Academy of I s l a m i c C i v i l i s a t i o n 
Research of Jordan ( A l - A l b a i t 
Foundation), t o Amman Regency Hotel 
f o r another three days. The e x h i ­
b i t i o n was organised w i t h i n the 
framework of the cooperation es­
t a b l i s h e d between the Society and 



the Centre. Great i n t e r e s t was 
shown t o the works and the Jordan­
ian t e l e v i s i o n and d i f f e r e n t news­
papers in t e r v i e w e d Mr. Hasan 
Cele b i . A l - A l b a i t Foundation of 
Jordan also expressed i t s appre­
c i a t i o n of the e x h i b i t i o n . 

The p o s s i b i l i t y of undertaking 
other j o i n t a c t i v i t i e s w i t h i n the 
framework of cooperation w i t h the 
Jordanian-Turkish F r i e n d s h i p So­
c i e t y i s being discussed, such as 
h o l d i n g c a l l i g r a p h y and g i l d i n g 
courses f o r Jordanian a r t i s t s , i n 
Turkey and i n Jordan. 

The photographs d i s p l a y e d were r e ­
productions of a great number of 
photographs e x i s t i n g i n the c o l ­
l e c t i o n of Y i l d i z Photograph A l ­
bums, i l l u s t r a t i n g l i f e i n o l d I s ­
lamic c i t i e s and d i f f e r e n t aspects 
and monuments of these c i t i e s . The 
Centre reproduced t h i s precious 
h i s t o r i c a l c o l l e c t i o n w i t h g r e a t 
care w i t h the aim of p r e s e r v i n g i t 
from the d e s t r u c t i o n of time and 
making t h i s h e r i t a g e known t o a 
l a r g e r audience. 

" I s l a m i c C i t i e s i n Photographs" 

The Centre organised an e x h i b i t i o n 
on " I s l a m i c C i t i e s i n Photographs" 
from 23 A p r i l t o 15 May 1985 at i t s 
e x h i b i t i o n h a l l s a t C i t Qasr. The 
e x h i b i t i o n was h e l d on the occasion 
of the Conference on the P r o t e c t i o n 
of A r c h i t e c t u r a l Heritage i n 
I s l a m i c C i t i e s , held i n I s t a n b u l 
on 22-25 A p r i l 1985. M i n i s t e r s , 
mayors, scholars and s c i e n t i s t s 
from various I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g at t h i s conference, 
as w e l l as the Governor and the 
Mayor of I s t a n b u l , attended the 
i n a u g u r a t i o n ceremony of the e x h i ­
b i t i o n on 23 A p r i l . 

From l e f t t o r i g h t : Governor of I s t a n ­
b u l H.E. Nevzat Ayaz, IRCICA Di r e c ­
t o r General, and photographer Mr. 
Selamet Taskin at the inaugura­
t i o n of the e x h i b i t i o n on " I s l a m i c 
C i t i e s i n Photographs" 

Centre's documentary 
f i l m s shown t o the p u b l i c 

The two documentary f i l m s prepared 
by the Centre, e n t i t l e d " L i f e and 
Works of Late C a l l i g r a p h e r Hamid 
Al-Amidi (Aytac) and C a l l i g r a p h i c 
A r t s " and " A r t s of I l l u m i n a t i o n and 
G i l d i n g " r e s p e c t i v e l y , were shown 
t o the p u b l i c d u r i n g the e x h i b i t i o n 
of c a l l i g r a p h i e s by Mr. Hasan Ce­
l e b i , organised i n Amman from 22 
A p r i l t o 8 May 1985. The f i l m s were 
also shown du r i n g the month of May 
1985 at the A t a t i i r k C u l t u r a l 
Centre and at Bosphorous U n i v e r s i t y 
i n I s t a n b u l . The f i l m s a t t r a c t e d 
g reat i n t e r e s t i n a l l these per­
formances . 

E x h i b i t i o n of Works i n R e l i e f 
on " L i f e i n Old I s t a n b u l " 

An e x h i b i t i o n of p a i n t i n g s i n r e ­
l i e f by a r t i s t Mine Ozuuygun was 
held at the Centre from 15 A p r i l 
t o 10 May 1985. The p a i n t i n g s i l ­
l u s t r a t e d d i f f e r e n t aspects of l i f e 
i n I s t a n b u l i n the past c e n t u r i e s . 
I n p r eparing the works, the a r t i s t 
was i n s p i r e d by engravings and an­
c i e n t photographs e x i s t i n g i n ar­
chives and she t r i e d t o r e f l e c t the 
o r i g i n a l shapes and c o l o u r s . 



COOPERATION 

J o i n t p r o j e c t w i t h the 
U n i v e r s i t y of Jordan 

A Guidebook of Ottoman Archives the 
contents of which were prepared by 
the Centre, w i l l be published 
j o i n t l y w i t h the U n i v e r s i t y of 
Jordan. An agreement was reached 
w i t h the u n i v e r s i t y f o r t h i s pro­
j e c t . The book w i l l describe the 
archives i n d e t a i l , making recom­
mendations f o r t h e i r most e f f i c i e n t 
and b e n e f i c i e n t usage and g i v i n g 
i n f o r m a t i o n about archive r e g u l a ­
t i o n s . 

Contacts w i t h I s l a m i c Foundation, 
L e i c e s t e r . England 

Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, 
D i r e c t o r General of IRCICA and Mr. 
H a l i t Eren, IRCICA L i b r a r i a n , 
v i s i t e d England between 19-21 J u l y 
1985 t o p a r t i c i p a t e a t the Seminar 
of the I s l a m i c A r t s Foundation. 
During t h e i r v i s i t t o England, they 
also had a meeting w i t h Prof. 
Khurshid Ahmed, Chairman of the 
Is l a m i c Foundation, L e i c e s t e r . 
During t h i s meeting, p o s s i b i l i t i e s 
and m o d a l i t i e s of cooperation b e t ­
ween the Foundation and IRCICA were 
explored i n d e t a i l and an agreement 
of cooperation was reached. 

As known, the I s l a m i c Foundation, 
L e i c e s t e r has been working since 
many years at the ser v i c e of I s l a ­
mic c u l t u r e , under the wise d i r e c ­
t i o n of i t s Chairman Prof. Khurshid 
Ahmed and w i t h the e f f o r t s of emi­
nent scholars working t h e r e . The 
Foundation c o n t r i b u t e s t o the i n ­
t r o d u c t i o n of I s l a m i c c u l t u r e and 
thought t o Western people i n a 
c o r r e c t and proper way; i t a s s i s t s 
and serves Muslims l i v i n g i n the 
West, and makes c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o 
I s l a m i c c u l t u r e and sciences by 
p u b l i s h i n g important works i n pre­
v i o u s l y unexplored f i e l d s . 

Cooperation w i t h Malaysia 
f o r student t r a i n i n g 

Dato Ahmed S a r j i B. Abdul Hamid, 
Deputy D i r e c t o r General of Malay­
sian P u b l i c Services Department, 
v i s i t e d the Centre on 4 A p r i l 1985 
to discuss the m o d a l i t i e s of coo­
p e r a t i o n w i t h the Centre i n the 
f i e l d of t r a i n i n g . An agreement on 
the p r i n c i p l e s was reached f o r the 
t r a i n i n g of Malaysian students i n 
Turkey, i n courses of s h o r t , medium 
and long-term d u r a t i o n depending 
on the nature and su b j e c t of the 
course. The t r a i n i n g programmes 
w i l l be organised i n the areas of 
Is l a m i c sciences, I s l a m i c h i s t o r y , 
and d i f f e r e n t branches of I s l a m i c 
a r t s such as c a l l i g r a p h y , book 
b i n d i n g , carpet-making, and a r c h i ­
t e c t u r a l design and r e s t o r a t i o n . 

J o i n t p u b l i c a t i o n of the Centre 
and the N a t i o n a l Foundation f o r 
T r a n s l a t i o n . E d i t i n g of Texts and 
Studies i n Tunis 

A b r i e f d e s c r i p t i v e catalogue of 
Ibn Khaldoun's manuscripts e x i s t i n g 
i n T u r k i s h l i b r a r i e s has been pre­
pared by the Centre. This work w i l l 
be published by the "Fondation Na-
t i o n a l e pour l a T r a d u c t i o n , 
l'Etablissement des Textes e t l e s 
Etudes" ( N a t i o n a l Foundation f o r 
T r a n s l a t i o n , E d i t i n g of Texts and 
Studies) i n Tunis; a p r e l i m i n a r y 
e d i t i o n w i l l be made a v a i l a b l e t o 
researchers and members of the 
Foundation's s c i e n t i f i c c o u n c i l . 

Symposium t o be organised j o i n t l y 
by the Centre and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Council of I s l a m i c C a l l 

A symposium on " T r a n s l a t i o n s of the 
Holy Quran" w i l l be organised 
j o i n t l y by IRCICA and the I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l Council of I s l a m i c C a l l , 



T r i p o l i , Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. 
Meetings between IRC1CA and the 
Council were held i n T r i p o l i bet­
ween 21-24 May 1985 t o d i s c u s s 
t e c h n i c a l matters r e l a t e d t o the 
o r g a n i s a t i o n of t h i s symposium, as 
w e l l as other p r o j e c t s w i t h i n the 
framework of the m u l t i f a r i o u s 
cooperation t h a t already e x i s t s 
between IRCICA and the Council. The 
symposium w i l l be held i n December 
1985 i n T r i p o l i . 

OTHER NEWS 

New A d d i t i o n s t o IRCICA L i b r a r y 

The r i c h book c o l l e c t i o n of Pro­
fessor Vedat Eldem (1906-1983), 

well-known Turkish economist, was 
r e c e n t l y added t o IRCICA l i b r a r y . 
The l a t e Professor's f a m i l y en­
t r u s t e d the c o l l e c t i o n to the c a r e 
and usage of the Centre f o r a 
r e l a t i v e l y modest p r i c e , w i s h i n g , 
at the same time, t o make an 
assistance and c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the 
Centre. The c o l l e c t i o n includes 
2214 t i t l e s of books (a great 
m a j o r i t y c o n s i s t i n g of sever a l vo­
lumes) and 78 a t l a s e s . There are 
rar e books and incunabula i n the 
c o l l e c t i o n ; p a r t i c u l a r l y worth 
mentioning are the great number of 
works p r i n t e d by Ibrahim Mute-
f e r r i k a (founder of the f i r s t Mus­
l i m p r i n t i n g house i n the Muslim 
w o r l d ) , and the work e n t i t l e d 
"Tableau General de 1'Empire O t t o ­
man" by D'Ohsson. 

SPOTLIGHT ON CULTURAL NEWS 

AFGHANISTAN 

T r a n s l a t i o n of Quran T a f s i r 

The Afghan mujaheddin t r a n s l a t e d 
the Quran t a f s i r by Mawlana Abu A l -
Ala Al-Mawdoudi i n 6 volumes i n t o 
Russian. I t i s re p o r t e d t h a t the 
work, p r i n t e d i n Lahore, i s an ex­
c e l l e n t t r a n s l a t i o n ; t h i s i s 
praiseworthy c o n s i d e r i n g t h a t the 
mujaheddin have completed t h i s im­
p o r t a n t work amidst t h e i r s t r u g g l e . 

CANADA 

Dis a p p o i n t i n g Conference on T a f s i r 

A Conference on "The H i s t o r y of the 
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the Quran" was 
held a t the U n i v e r s i t y of Calgary, 
A l b e r t a on 1-4 A p r i l 1985. The 
D i r e c t o r General of IRCICA p a r t i ­
c i p a t e d a t t h i s conference, the 
purpose of which was t o b r i n g r e ­
searchers and scholars t o g e t h e r and 
provide a forum f o r them t o express 
t h e i r views on the h i s t o r y of Taf­
s i r ( e x e g e s i s ) . 



EGYPT 

The outcome of the conference was 
t h a t some o r i e n t a l i s t s ' erroneous 
views and c e r t a i n aggressive a t t i ­
tudes against Islam proved t o have 
reappeared. During the meeting, 
there were some examples of a t t i ­
tudes r e p r e s e n t i n g medieval fana­
t i c i s m , which we be l i e v e d had di e d . 
These a t t i t u d e s were i n c o n t r a d i c ­
t i o n t o the s p i r i t o f understanding 
t h a t would be expected from t r u e 
b e l i e v e r s of Islam, as w e l l as t o 
the other heavenly r e l i g i o n s and 
e s p e c i a l l y the Muslim-Christian 
dialogue. Some ma n i f e s t a t i o n s of 
t h e i r biased views and h o s t i l i t y 
were t h a t the papers t h a t were t o 
be presented at the congress were 
not d i s t r i b u t e d t o the small number 
of Muslim s c i e n t i s t s before the 
meeting and these scholars were not 
given much o p p o r t u n i t y of t a k i n g 
the f l o o r and o b j e c t i n g t o views 
c o n t r a r y t o s c i e n t i f i c o b j e c t i v i t y 
expressed during discussions. Some 
of the papers were the expressions 
of pseudo-opinions repeated f o r 
ce n t u r i e s by the enemies of Islam, 
about the Revelation and the way 
our Holy Quran was w r i t t e n and 
c o l l e c t e d , and were presented by 
o r i e n t a l i s t s incapable t o f u l l y 
understand I s l a m i c sciences and who 
do not have a p e r f e c t knowledge of 
Arabic. Furthermore, the nonsense 
produced by an insane person known 
as Bab who declared himself prophet 
i n the 19th Century, namely A l i 
Mohammed S h i r a z i , was presented as 
Quran t a f s i r . The f a c t t h a t t h i s 
man was presented as a Quran exe-
gete shows how some o r i e n t a l i s t 
m i l i e u s conceive I s l a m i c research. 
This f a c t i s brought t o the a t t e n ­
t i o n of a l l I s l a m i c scholars and 
c u l t u r a l c i r c l e s ; they are i n v i t e d 
t o be c a r e f u l against such i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s and elements h o s t i l e t o 
Islam. 

Seminar on I s l a m i c Studies 

The F a c u l t y of L e t t e r s of Ain-Shams 
U n i v e r s i t y held i t s f i r s t seminar 
on the theme of O r i e n t a l I s l a m i c 
Studies on 2-4 March i n Cairo. The 
seminar was organised i n memory of 
the l a t e Professor Mehmed Ihsan, 
founder of Turcology Department of 
Ain Shams U n i v e r s i t y and scholar 
renowned f o r h i s I s l a m i c r e ­
searches. The Governor of Cairo, 
both the Mayor and the Governor of 
I s t a n b u l and the Rector of Ain 
Shams U n i v e r s i t y were a l l i n v i t e d 
t o the seminar. Around 15 papers 
on d i f f e r e n t t o p i c s r e l a t i n g t o 
I s l a m i c h i s t o r y , a r t s , c u l t u r e and 
c i v i l i s a t i o n were presented by 
scholars from Egyptian and T u r k i s h 
u n i v e r s i t i e s , f o l l o w e d by d i s c u s ­
sions on these s u b j e c t s . Prof.Dr. 
Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, D i r e c t o r 
General of IRCICA was i n v i t e d t o 
the seminar and presented a paper 
i n which he t a l k e d i n d e t a i l about 
the l i f e and works of Professor 
Mehmed Ihsan. 

I s l a m i c Medical 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conference 

An I s l a m i c Medical I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Conference w i l l be organised by the 
Cairo Medical Syndicate i n Cair o , 
on 23-26 September 1985. The theme 
of the conference i s "Medical I n -
i m i t a b i l i t y i n the Holy Quran and 
Hadith, and the Medical Problems 
Confronted d u r i n g the P r a c t i c e of 
the Muslim Physician". A wide range 
of t o p i c s w i l l be covered a t the 
conference, i n c l u d i n g g e n e t i c s , 
hygiene, dermatology, psychology, 
c h i l d care and h e a l t h , pharmaceu­
t i c a l experiments, f o r e n s i c medi­
c i n e , human development, h i s t o r y 
of I s l a m i c medicine, i n i m i t a b i l i t y 



r e l a t e d t o medical sciences and 
medical problems encountered by the 
Muslim p h y s i c i a n . 

INDONESIA 
Stan d a r d i s a t i o n of Quran copies 

Last year, the M i n i s t r y o f R e l i ­
gious A f f a i r s of Indonesia decided 
t o standardise the Quran copies t o 
be published by a l l Government and 
p r i v a t e p u b l i s h e r s . S t a n d a r d i s a t i o n 
w i l l be made as t o the form and the 
orthograph of c e r t a i n words. A 
standard Quran was adopted by the 
M i n i s t r y i n March 1985 and i t w i l l 
be c i r c u l a t e d t o a l l Asian coun­
t r i e s . Indonesia needs over 3 m i l ­
l i o n copies of the Quran each year. 

JORDAN 
Arab-Turkish Relations Conference 

The T h i r d Arab-Turkish Relations 
Conference was held a t the Yarmouk 
U n i v e r s i t y L i a i s o n O f f i c e i n Amman 
on 25-28 A p r i l 1985. The conference 
was held under the patronage of 
H.R.H. Crown Prince Hassan b i n 
T a l l a l . I n h i s inaugural address, 
H.R.H. the Crown Prince pointed out 
the h i s t o r i c a l l i n k s between Arabs 
and Turks, and the processes which 
l e d t o growing i n t e r a c t i o n i n the 
commercial, educational and econo­
mic spheres. He emphasized the 
academic r e l a t i o n s e s t a b l i s h e d 
between Turkey and Jordan, which 
are developing c o n t i n u o u s l y , and 
the mutual exchanges of scholars, 
c u l t u r a l agreements, cooperation 
f o r j o i n t researches i n various 
areas, a l l of which are manifesta­
t i o n s of both n a t i o n s ' w i l l t o seek 
t h e i r complementarities and t o 
cooperate f o r t h e i r concerted 
development. 
26 papers i n t o t a l were presented 
by Arab and Turkish scholars and 
researchers at the panels on h i s ­
t o r y , p o l i t i c a l r e l a t i o n s , economic 
r e l a t i o n s , and the panels on a r t s , 
c u l t u r e and education. I n t h e i r 
f i n a l r e p o r t , p a r t i c i p a n t s made a 
seri e s o f recommendations w i t h the 
aim of f o s t e r i n g Turkish-Arab aca­
demic and c u l t u r a l r e l a t i o n s . They 

recommended, among others., the ex­
change of f a c u l t y members between 
Arab and Turkish u n i v e r s i t i e s , 
t a k i n g measures t o f a m i l i a r i s e 
Turks and Arabs w i t h each other's 
c u l t u r e and a r t s and t o open both 
Arab and Turkish u n i v e r s i t i e s t o 
students of these n a t i o n s , t o pro­
vide f a c i l i t i e s f o r Arab r e ­
searchers t o study Ottoman h i s t o r y 
and the h i s t o r y of modern Turkey. 
I t was decided t h a t the Fourth 
Arab-Turkish Relations Conference 
would be held i n 1987 a t Bosphorus 
U n i v e r s i t y i n I s t a n b u l . 

KUWAIT 
Is l a m i c Medicine P r i z e of the 
Kuwait Foundation f o r the 
Advancement of Sciences 

The award ceremony 
The Kuwait Foundation f o r the 
Advancement of Sciences (KFAS) o f ­
fe r e d i t s I s l a m i c Medicine P r i z e 
f o r 1984 t o Turkish scholar and 
researcher Prof .Dr. Ahmed Siiheyl 
Unver who i s known f o r h i s im­
po r t a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n s i n the medi­
c a l f i e l d , e s p e c i a l l y i n I s l a m i c 
medicine. At the same time, Prof. 
Siiheyl Unver i s an a r t i s t and a 
connoisseur i n I s l a m i c a r t s such 
as m i n i a t u r e s and g i l d i n g . He has 
a great number of p u b l i c a t i o n s i n 
the form of books, research papers 
and essays i n medical h i s t o r y , 
science and Turk i s h a r t s . The p r i z e 
was presented t o him i n I s t a n b u l , 
on 8 May 1985 by H.E.Prof.Dr. Ihsan 
Dogramaci, Head of the Turk i s h 
Higher Education Council and Vice-
President of the I s l a m i c Organisa­
t i o n f o r Medical Sciences and Dr. 
A.A. Al-Jassar, Head of the Prizes 



and Awards Section of KFAS, w i t h 
the c o l l a b o r a t i o n of Prof.Dr. Ek-
meleddin Ihsanoglu, D i r e c t o r 
General of IRCICA. 

The I s l a m i c Hedicine P r i z e was es­
t a b l i s h e d by KFAS i n cooperation 
w i t h the I s l a m i c Organisation f o r 
Medical Sciences of Kuwait, w i t h i n 
the framework of the o b j e c t i v e s of 
KFAS, t o a s s i s t and promote s c i e n ­
t i f i c a c t i v i t i e s i n Kuwait and the 
Is l a m i c w o r l d , and t o o f f e r , w i t h 
t h i s o b j e c t i v e , support t o r e ­
searchers, t r a i n i n g and scholar­
ships t o students, p r i z e s and 
awards t o s c i e n t i s t s , authors and 
t r a n s l a t o r s i n d i f f e r e n t f i e l d s . 
The Foundation's Board of D i r e c t o r s 
i s c h a i r e d by H.H. the Amir of 
Kuwait. 

SENEGAL 

Dakar Book F a i r 

The F i r s t I n t e r n a t i o n a l Trade F a i r 
on Book and Educational M a t e r i a l 
w i l l be held i n Dakar from 10 t o 
16 December 1985. The f a i r w i l l be 
organised by the Society of Dakar 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Trade F a i r (SOFIDAK) 
under the high patronage of the 
President of the Republic of Sene­
ga l and the patronage of D i r e c t o r 
General of UNESCO, the Secretary 
General of AGEC00P and the M i n i s ­
t e r s of Cu l t u r e and N a t i o n a l Edu­
c a t i o n of Senegal. The f a i r aims 
t o c o n t r i b u t e t o n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s 
of promoting books and other pub­
l i c a t i o n s and d i d a c t i c m a t e r i a l i n 
A f r i c a . I t w i l l be open t o p u b l i c 
and p r i v a t e p a r t i c i p a n t s from a l l 
over the w o r l d ; works of a l l kinds 
on v a r i o u s s u b j e c t s , and m a t e r i a l 
and equipment f o r a u d i o - v i s u a l 
teaching w i l l be dis p l a y e d and 
so l d . A se r i e s of meetings w i l l 
also be organised t o discuss the 
d i f f e r e n t aspects and problems of 
book pr o d u c t i o n and adaptat i o n and 
use of p r i n t e d and a u d i o - v i s u a l 
d i d a c t i c m a t e r i a l i n A f r i c a . 

SYRIA 
Congress on H i s t o r y of Arab Science 
The I n s t i t u t e f o r H i s t o r y of Arab 
Science a f f i l i a t e d t o Aleppo Uni­
v e r s i t y organised i t s 9 t h Annual 
Congress on H i s t o r y of Arab Science 
i n Rakka on 24-25 A p r i l 1985. The 
congress was held under the aus­
pices of the Prime M i n i s t e r of 
Syr i a on the occasion of the 1050th 
anniversary of the death of A l -
B a t t a n i , great I s l a m i c astronomer 
and mathematician who worked and 
wrote books i n Rakka d u r i n g the 
Abbasid p e r i o d . Around 80 scholars 
and s c i e n t i s t s from various coun­
t r i e s p a r t i c i p a t e d a t the congress 
and they presented papers on A l -
B a t t a n i ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o science, 
the h i s t o r y of I s l a m i c sciences and 
t h e i r development, the h i s t o r y of 
I s l a m i c a r t s , I s l a m i c medicine. 
IRCICA was represented by Prof. Dr. 
Ramazan Se§en, who presented a 
paper on I b n - i N afis (see IRCICA 
News s e c t i o n ) . I t was decided t h a t 
the next congress be held i n 
F r a n k f u r t , West Germany. 

TURKEY 
Symposium on Ottoman Archives 
and Ottoman Studies 
A Symposium on Ottoman Archives and 
Ottoman Studies was held i n I s t a n ­
b u l on 17-19 May 1985. The sympo­
sium was organised by the T u r k i s h -
Arab Relations Research Foundation 
and opened by H.E. Mr.Turgut Ozal, 
Prime M i n i s t e r of Turkey, who em­
phasized the importance of Ottoman 
archives as h i s t o r i c a l sources and 
the n e c e s s i t y of c l a s s i f y i n g , ca­
t a l o g u i n g and p r o t e c t i n g the a r ­
chives. H.E.Mr. V a h i t H a l e f o g l u , 
M i n i s t e r of Foreign A f f a i r s of 
Turkey also addressed the meeting 
and stressed the f a c t t h a t Ottoman 
archives should be c l a s s i f i e d and 
opened t o general use. Prof.Dr. 
Ihsan Dogramaci, President of the 
High Council of Education of Turkey 
mentioned the need f o r experts i n 
archives and informed the audience 
t h a t post-graduate study programs 
f o r e x p e r t i s e i n Ottoman archives 
would s t a r t i n c e r t a i n u n i v e r s i ­
t i e s . Ret. Ambassador I s m a i l Soy-
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s a l , head of the Foundation ex­
p l a i n e d t h a t t h e i r aim i n o r g a n i s ­
ing t h i s symposium was t o c o n t r i ­
bute t o the r e a l i s a t i o n of a reform 
i n the archives i n order t o i n s t i ­
t u t e systems of c l a s s i f i c a t i o n , 
p r o t e c t i o n and m i c r o f i l m i n g . 24 
papers d e a l i n g w i t h the importance 
of Ottoman archives, t h e i r past, 
present and f u t u r e , t h e i r use and 
a c t u a l s i t u a t i o n were presented and 
discussions were held. Mr. Ismet 
Binark, an archive expert at IRCICA 
presented a d e t a i l e d paper ex­
p l a i n i n g r e g u l a t i o n s and p o l i c i e s 
of the archives and h i s proposals 
on how t o preserve, c l a s s i f y , i n ­
troduce the archives, the stan­
d a r d i s a t i o n of archive procedures, 
t r a i n i n g of a r c h i v i s t s , and other 
problems. 

Symposium on Ibn Turk, Khwarazmi. 
Farab i , B e i r u n i and Ibn Sina 

An i n t e r n a t i o n a l symposium on 
"Abdelhamid Ibn Turk, Khwarazmi, 
Fa r a b i , B e i r u n i and Ibn Sina" w i l l 
be organised by the A t a t i i r k Cul­
t u r a l Centre, an a f f i l i a t i o n of the 
A t a t i i r k Higher A s s o c i a t i o n f o r 
C u l t u r e , Language and H i s t o r y , un­
der the patronage of H.E.Mr. Kenan 
Evren, President of Turkey. The 
symposium w i l l take place on 9-12 
September 1985 i n Ankara. Papers 
d e a l i n g w i t h these muslim s c i e n ­
t i s t s , t h e i r l i f e and works, t h e i r 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o science, are ex­
pected t o be presented at the sym­
posium. 

Seminar on Ahmed Cevdet Pasha 

A seminar on Ahmed Cevdet Pasha, 
Turk i s h s c i e n t i s t , h i s t o r i a n and 
statesman, was organised by the 
F a c u l t y of L e t t e r s of I s t a n b u l 
U n i v e r s i t y on 27-28 May 1985. 18 
d i f f e r e n t papers were presented by 
the p a r t i c i p a t i n g s cholars, d e a l i n g 
w i t h the r o l e and importance of 
Ahmed Cevdet Pasha i n T u r k i s h c u l ­
t u r a l h i s t o r y , h i s views on r e l i ­
gion and f a m i l y ; h i s c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
i n the f i e l d s of h i s t o r y , law; h i s 
research methods and h i s use and 

e v a l u a t i o n of archive documents. 
Ahmed Cevdet Pasha's (1822-1895) 
whole l i f e was i nvolved i n scho­
l a r l y research. At the same time, 
he occupied important p o l i t i c a l 
posts. He became a V i z i e r , M i n i s t e r 
of J u s t i c e , M i n i s t e r of Education, 
M i n i s t e r of Commerce, M i n i s t e r of 
I n t e r i o r , M i n i s t e r of Waqfs and 
V a l i of d i f f e r e n t provinces. He was 
assigned the task of w r i t i n g the 
Ottoman h i s t o r y f o r the p e r i o d 
1774-1826. Upon completion of the 
f i r s t three volumes, he was ap­
p o i n t e d h i s t o r i a n . The 12-volume 
book he prepared on Ottoman h i s t o r y 
i s based on archives and w r i t i n g s 
of a n n a l i s t s and i t s s t y l e i s d i ­
d a c t i c . " T e z a k i r - i Cevdet" c o n s i s t s 
of the c o l l e c t i o n of notes he took 
w h i l e he was working as h i s t o r i a n 
and they deal e s s e n t i a l l y w i t h so­
c i a l and moral aspects of the Tan-
zimat p e r i o d . His famous " K i s a s - i 
Enbiya ve T e v a r i h - i H i i l e f a " 
( S t o r i e s of the Prophets and 
H i s t o r y of the K h a l i f a s ) covers 
the l i v e s of prophets and 
k h a l i f a s . The p r e p a r a t i o n of h i s 
" M e c e l l e - i Ahkam-i A d l i y e " , 
f i r s t document of Ottoman C i v i l 
Code a p p l i e d from 1868 t o 1926, i s 
the most important c o n t r i b u t i o n of 
Ahmed Cevdet Pasha. The f i r s t 
Ottoman grammar book was also 
w r i t t e n by Ahmed Cevdet Pasha, i n 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h Fuad Pasha, 
under the t i t l e "Kavaid-i Osmaniye" 
(Rules of the Ottoman Language). 

F i r s t D e n t i s t r y Week 
of I s l a m i c Countries 

The F i r s t D e n t i s t r y Week of I s l a m i c 
Countries ( I s l a m i c Countries Dental 
Congress) w i l l be h e l d i n I s t a n b u l 
from 17 t o 23 November 1985. The 
Congress w i l l be organised by the 
F a c u l t y of D e n t i s t r y of Marmara 
U n i v e r s i t y ( I s t a n b u l ) a t A t a t i i r k 
C u l t u r a l Centre, w i t h the p a r t i c i ­
p a t i o n of d e n t i s t s from a l l o v e r the 
I s l a m i c world. The aim i s t o pro­
mote knowledge on d e n t i s t r y , t o 
exchange views and experiences and 
t o create b r o t h e r l y r e l a t i o n s among 
d e n t i s t s of I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s . 



U.S. A 

Conference on Arabic Sciences, 
Washington. D.C. 

The L i b r a r y of Congress organised 
a conference on the h i s t o r y of 
Arabic sciences, e n t i t l e d "Innova­
t i o n and T r a d i t i o n i n Arabic 
Sciences". The conference was held 
i n Washington, D.C. on 14-15 March 
1985 and i t was sponsored by the 
Near East Section, A f r i c a n and 
Middle Eastern D i v i s i o n of the 
L i b r a r y of Congress and the League 
of Arab States. 10 papers were 
presented, d e a l i n g w i t h d i f f e r e n t 
branches of Arabic sciences such 
as mathematics, medicine and t e c h ­
nology, r e c a p i t u l a t i n g past and 
recent developments r e a l i s e d i n 
Arabic sciences and assessing t h e i r 
present s t a t e . 

" J u s t i c e and I n j u s t i c e i n I s l a m " , 
P r i n c e t o n . New Jersey 

A conference on " J u s t i c e and I n ­
j u s t i c e i n I s l a m i c P o l i t i c a l 
Thought" was held a t the P r i n c e t o n 
U n i v e r s i t y on 16-17 March 1985. The 
conference was sponsored by the 
Department and Program i n Near 
Eastern Studies of Princ e t o n Uni­
v e r s i t y . 14 d i f f e r e n t papers were 
presented and discussions were held 
about d i f f e r e n t aspects of the 
concept of j u s t i c e , i t s o r i g i n and 
development, a p p l i c a t i o n of the 
idea of j u s t i c e i n d i f f e r e n t pe­
r i o d s of I s l a m i c h i s t o r y , and no­
t i o n s of j u s t i c e and i n j u s t i c e i n 
d i f f e r e n t c o n t e x t s . 

Seminar of Muslim S o c i a l 
S c i e n t i s t s , Reston, V i r g i n i a 

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e o f 
I s l a m i c Thought hosted a s p e c i a l 
seminar of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of d i s ­
c i p l i n e c o u n c i l s and l o c a l forums 
of the A s s o c i a t i o n of Muslim S o c i a l 
S c i e n t i s t s (AMSS) a t i t s headquar­
t e r s i n Reston, V i r g i n i a , on 22-24 
March 1985. Dr. Abdul Hamid Abusu-
layman, President of the Associa­
t i o n of Muslim S o c i a l S c i e n t i s t s 
and D i r e c t o r General of the I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e of I s l a m i c 
Thought, pronounced the opening 
speech. He emphasized the import­
ance of the r o l e of I s l a m i c thought 
and i s l a m i s a t i o n of knowledge i n 
the process of re-establishment of 
the r o l e of Muslims i n the modern 
wo r l d . Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsan-
o g l u , D i r e c t o r General of IRCICA, 
who was on v i s i t i n the U.S.A. was 
i n v i t e d t o attend the seminar. I n 
h i s b r i e f speech, he informed the 
p a r t i c i p a n t s about the d i f f e r e n t 
p r o j e c t s of IRCICA, and expressed 
h i s Centre's w i l l i n g n e s s t o extend 
cooperation t o p r o j e c t s of common 
i n t e r e s t . 



ISLAMIC HERITAGE COMMISSION 

KING FAHD AWARDS FOR DESIGN AND 
RESEARCH IN ISLAMIC ARCHITECTURE 

The King Fahd Awards f o r Design and 
Research i n I s l a m i c A r c h i t e c t u r e 
was i n s t i t u t e d w i t h i n the framework 
of a c t i v i t i e s o f the OIC I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l Commission f o r the Preser­
v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l Heritage 
under the chairmanship o f H.R.H. 
Prince F a i s a l b i n Fahd b i n Abdul-
a z i z . 

As announced i n Newsletter no.8, 
the Second Meeting of the Commis­
sion held i n I s t a n b u l on 7-9 Feb-
ruary 1985 approved the p r o j e c t of 
t h i s c o m p e t i t i o n f o r design and 
research i n I s l a m i c a r c h i t e c t u r e , 
t o be organised every t h r e e years. 
The Commission welcomed w i t h gra­
t i t u d e the o f f e r of H.M. King Fahd 
b i n Abdulaziz t o donate US$100,000 
f o r the p r i z e s and another US$ 
100.000.- f o r the o r g a n i s a t i o n o f 
the c o m p e t i t i o n . 

The co m p e t i t i o n i s organised by the 
King Fahd Awards O f f i c e f u n c t i o n i n g 
w i t h i n IRCICA, which i s the Secre­
t a r i a t of the Commission. Prepara­
t i o n s f o r the co m p e t i t i o n are pro­
gressing i n accordance w i t h the 
o r i g i n a l l y set schedule (Newslet­
t e r , no.8). Booklets, l e a f l e t s and 
posters were prepared and mailed 
t o about f o u r thousand i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g u n i v e r s i t i e s , 
schools, research c e n t r e s , l i ­
b r a r i e s , a r c h i v e s , museums, i n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s , foundations 
and learned s o c i e t i e s i n about 170 
co u n t r i e s . I n f o r m a t i o n packages are 
mailed t o i n d i v i d u a l a p p l i c a n t s 
upon request. 

On the other hand, over 120 j o u r ­
nals of a r c h i t e c t u r e and a r t s have 
been informed of the event and they 
made considerable c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o 
the dissemination of i n f o r m a t i o n 
on the competition throughout the 
world . We would l i k e t o thank t h e i r 
E d i t o r s f o r t h e i r k i n d i n t e r e s t and 
a t t e n t i o n . 

As scheduled, the deadline f o r 
r e c e i v i n g questions o f c l a r i f i c a ­
t i o n e x p i r e d on 1 J u l y 1985 and 
answers have been mailed, annexed 
w i t h a l i s t of reference sources 
on I s l a m i c a r c h i t e c t u r e and a r t s . 
Forthcoming steps i n the organisa­
t i o n of the comp e t i t i o n are the 
f o l l o w i n g : 

- The Jury of the com p e t i t i o n w i l l 
be announced immediately a f t e r 
the T h i r d Meeting of the Commis­
s i o n ; 

- The deadline f o r a p p l i c a t i o n i s 
31 December 1985. R e g i s t r a t i o n 
forms w i l l be mailed t o a p p l i ­
cants by January 1986; 

- The deadline f o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
i s 1 J u l y 1986; 

- The Jury w i l l meet on 21 J u l y 
1986; 

- Winners w i l l be announced on 1 
August 1986, and 

- The Award Ceremony w i l l take 
place i n December 1986 or January 
1987. 

KING FAHD AWARDS IN WORLD PRESS 

The King Fahd Award f o r Design and 
Research i n I s l a m i c A r c h i t e c t u r e 
was announced i n various newspapers 
and j o u r n a l s a l l over the world. 
The f o l l o w i n g are some of the news 
i n summary. 



"The Muslim World", weekly review 
of the World Muslim Congress, 
Pakistan, published an a r t i c l e 
i n i t s no.48 of 8 June 1985, 
e x p l a i n i n g the o b j e c t i v e s o f the 
compe t i t i o n and a l t e r n a t i v e i s ­
sues f o r design and research i n 
d e t a i l , as w e l l as the competi­
t i o n calendar and requirements 
f o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n . 
A p r i l - J u n e 1985 issue of the 
Ind i a n j o u r n a l "Design" gave ex­
haustive i n f o r m a t i o n on the 
Awards and the r e l a t e d competi­
t i o n . 
The j o u r n a l "Baumaister" pub­
l i s h e d i n Germany published the 
news i n i t s no.5/1985 issue. 
Objectives of the Awards, the 
compe t i t i o n calendar and condi­
t i o n s f o r a p p l i c a t i o n are s p e c i ­
f i e d . 
Issue no.1/1985 of " A r c h i t e c t u u r / 
Bouwen" published i n the Nether­
lands announced the co m p e t i t i o n 
as an i n t e r n a t i o n a l event aiming 
t o develop new t a l e n t s i n the 
f i e l d of I s l a m i c a r c h i t e c t u r e . 
"APT.Communique" published i n the 
U.S.A., issue no.13 dated June 
1985, announced the co m p e t i t i o n 
and the deadline f o r r e g i s t r a ­
t i o n . 
I t a l i a n j o u r n a l "Domus", i n i t s 
May 1985 issue, announced t h a t 
the c o m p e t i t i o n would be held 
every three years and gave the 
deadline f o r r e g i s t r a t i o n . 
"Le Monde" (France) of 19 Feb­
ruary 1985 announced t h a t the 
Second Meeting of the I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l Commission f o r the Pre­
s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l 
Heritage had decided t o i n s t i t u t e 
the Awards f o r Design and Re­
search i n I s l a m i c a r c h i t e c t u r e , 
t o be held every three years. 

LOGO COMPETITION 

Logo Designs Received 

The OIC I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission 
f o r the Preservation of Is l a m i c 
C u l t u r a l Heritage organised a Logo 
Design Competition (Newsletter, 
no.8) t o s e l e c t and adopt a Logo/ 
Emblem. The Commission had decided 
t h a t i t s Logo/Emblem should be 
expressive i t s i d e n t i t y and man­
date, and at the same time, sym­
b o l i c a l l y meaningful and e a s i l y 
understandable f o r Muslims a l l over 
the world. The competition was an­
nounced and documents s p e c i f y i n g 
the c o n d i t i o n s and requirements 
were sent t o a p p l i c a n t s . 

The compet i t i o n progresses accord­
ing t o schedule. The S e c r e t a r i a t 
of the Commission, IRCICA, answered 
the queries of p a r t i c i p a n t s con­
cerning c o n d i t i o n s of p a r t i c i p a ­
t i o n . S t a r t i n g from May, Logo 
designs began a r r i v i n g a t the Sec­
r e t a r i a t and the deadline of sub­
missions expired on 1 August 1985. 

The Jury of the com p e t i t i o n i s 
composed of members of the Commis­
si o n . Designs received w i l l be 
evaluated by the Commission a t i t s 
T h i r d Meeting. 

INTERNATIONAL AWARD 
FOR CALLIGRAPHY 

I n our l a s t issue, we had informed 
our readers about the decisions of 
the Second Meeting of the I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l Commission f o r the Preser­
v a t i o n o f Is l a m i c C u l t u r a l H e r i t ­
age, which was held on 7-9 February 
1985 i n I s t a n b u l . One of these 
decisions was r e l a t e d t o the i n s ­
t i t u t i o n of an I n t e r n a t i o n a l Award 
f o r C a l l i g r a p h y i n the name of the 
l a t e c a l l i g r a p h e r Hamid A l - Amidi 
( A y t a c ) , accompanied by an e x h i ­
b i t i o n of c a l l i g r a p h i e s . 



IRCICA, the S e c r e t a r i a t of the 
Commission, undertook the f o l l o w - u p 
of t h i s d e c i s i o n by making neces­
sary preparations f o r the competi­
t i o n . A group of well-known c a l l i -
graphers and c a l l i g r a p h y experts 
were i n v i t e d t o hold a meeting a t 
the Commission's S e c r e t a r i a t i n 
I s t a n b u l d u r i n g the f i r s t week of 
August 1985, w i t h the ta s k of 
determining the p r i n c i p l e s and 
c r i t e r i a of the c o m p e t i t i o n . Mr. 
Ahmad Ziya Ibrahim from Saudi Ara­
b i a , Prof. Mahmoud H i l m i from 
Egypt, Prof.Emin B a r i n and 
Prof.Dr. A l i Alpaslan from Turkey, 
Mr.Ugur Derman, a r t expert a t the 
Centre, Prof.Dr.Ekmeleddin Ihsan-
o g l u , Secretary of the Heritage 
Commission, King Fahd Awards Com­
p e t i t i o n Secretary Dr . E n g . A l i g i i l 
A y v e r d i , and Prof. Ahmed Iss a from 
IRCICA p a r t i c i p a t e d a t t h i s meet­
in g . Dr. Mohammed S h a r i f i from 
A l g e r i a and Mr.Youssouf Thannoun 
from I r a q sent t h e i r p r o j e c t pro­
posals f o r the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the 
expert group. 

O b j e c t i v e s , g u i d e l i n e s and modali­
t i e s of the co m p e t i t i o n were de­
f i n e d a t t h i s meeting. I t was de­
cided t h a t the co m p e t i t i o n w i l l be 
announced t o s c i e n t i f i c i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s and through j o u r n a l s and 
other media. The o b j e c t i v e of the 

com p e t i t i o n i s t o preserve and de­
velop the a u t h e n t i c I s l a m i c c a l l i ­
graphic a r t by promoting the works 
of Muslim c a l l i g r a p h e r s i n accor­
dance t o the basic p r i n c i p l e s and 
common concepts t r a n s m i t t e d 
throughout the ages. 

The themes of the competi t i o n w i l l 
be the f o l l o w i n g c a l l i g r a p h i c 
s t y l e s : 
a) Thuluth and Nasih 
b) D j a l i - T u l u t h 
c) T a l i q or D j a l i T a l i q 
d) Divan or D j a l i Divan 
e) - Any other c a l l i g r a p h i c s t y l e 

- I m i t a t i o n of one of the works 
of the l a t e c a l l i g r a p h e r Hamid 
Al-Amidi. 

A t o t a l amount of 25.000 US$ w i l l 
be d i s t r i b u t e d as p r i z e s . A f t e r the 
co m p e t i t i o n , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Commission f o r the Pre s e r v a t i o n of 
I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l Heritage w i l l o r ­
ganise an e x h i b i t i o n of the winning 
and other selected works, f i r s t a t 
the Commission's premises i n 
I s t a n b u l and then i n the Member 
State s , and w i l l p u b l i s h a brochure 
p r e s e n t i n g these works, as w e l l as 
some of the c a l l i g r a p h i e s of Hamid 
Al-Amidi. More i n f o r m a t i o n on the 
co m p e t i t i o n w i l l be given i n f u t u r e 
issues of the Newsletter. 

Meeting of the Experts Committee on c a l l i g r a p h y 



NEWS FILE ON ISLAMIC HERITAGE 

This s e c t i o n of the Newsletter i s 
devoted t o the news concerning the 
w r i t t e n and no n - w r i t t e n I s l a m i c 
h e r i t a g e p r o p e r t i e s , t h e i r a c t u a l 
s t a t e , p r o t e c t i o n and r e v i v a l . To 
develop t h i s s e c t i o n , the Newslet­
t e r needs the cooperation of i t s 
readers, i n p r o v i d i n g i n f o r m a t i o n 
on the present s i t u a t i o n of I s l a m i c 
h e r i t a g e p r o p e r t i e s i n t h e i r r e s ­
p e c t i v e c o u n t r i e s or any event 
p e r t a i n i n g t o these p r o p e r t i e s . 
This w i l l enable us t o o b t a i n and 
disseminate up-to-date i n f o r m a t i o n 
on I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e and a c t i v i t i e s 
r e l a t e d t o i t . The f o l l o w i n g are 
such news from d i f f e r e n t places of 
the I s l a m i c world. 

BAHRAIN 

Congress on I s l a m i c A r c h i t e c t u r e 

A Congress on I s l a m i c A r c h i t e c t u r e 
was organised i n Manama on 13-15 
May 1985 by the Bah r a i n i Associa­
t i o n of Engineers. The Congress was 
opened by H.E. Sheikh Abdullah Ibn 
K h a l i d A l - K h a l i f a , M i n i s t e r of 
J u s t i c e and I s l a m i c A f f a i r s o f 
Bahrain and was attended by 50 
a r c h i t e c t s , scholars and s c i e n t i s t s 
from 13 c o u n t r i e s . The main s u b j e c t 
at the meeting was the p r o t e c t i o n 
and r e v i v a l of I s l a m i c a r c h i t e c ­
t u r e . I t was s t a t e d t h a t i n recent 
years, numerous modern b u i l d i n g s 
were constructed i n Gulf c o u n t r i e s 
but these were bad i m i t a t i o n s of 
Western a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e and d i d 
not blend w i t h the o l d e r I s l a m i c -
s t y l e b u i l d i n g s surrounding them. 
A d e c l a r a t i o n was made a t the end 
of the meeting, s t r e s s i n g the 

necessity of preserving I s l a m i c 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l elements and s t y l e 
from vanishing. I t was s t a t e d t h a t 
Governments should be respo n s i b l e 
i n preserving and developing 
Isl a m i c a r c h i t e c t u r e i n t h i s 
r e g i o n . 

EGYPT 

Is l a m i c Manuscripts i n Al-Quds 

I n h i s d e c l a r a t i o n of May 1985, the 
Grand Sheikh of Al-Azhar Jad Al-Haq 
A l i Jad Al-Haq ( t h e h i g h e s t autho­
r i t y f o r I s l a m i c A f f a i r s i n Egypt) 
po i n t e d out t h a t the I s l a m i c manu­
s c r i p t s e x i s t i n g i n Al-Quds were 
subje c t t o the d e s t r u c t i o n of time 
f o r l a c k of s u f f i c i e n t e f f o r t s and 
funds. He i n v i t e d a l l Muslims and 
Is l a m i c s c i e n t i f i c i n s t i t u t i o n s t o 
combine t h e i r e f f o r t s w i t h the aim 
of pre s e r v i n g the hundreds of 
Is l a m i c manuscripts i n Al-Quds. 

TURKEY 

Conference on A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
Heritage i n I s l a m i c C i t i e s 

The Conference on the Pres e r v a t i o n 
of A r c h i t e c t u r a l Heritage i n I s l a ­
mic C i t i e s was held i n I s t a n b u l on 
22-25 A p r i l 1985. The conference 
was organised j o i n t l y by the Arab 
Towns Organ i s a t i o n , the Arab-Urban 
Development I n s t i t u t e (AUDI), the 
Ass o c i a t i o n of Marmara and Bos-
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Conference on A r c h i t e c t u r a l Heritage 
i n I s l a m i c C i t i e s 

phorus M u n i c i p a l i t i e s and the 
M u n i c i p a l i t y of I s t a n b u l , w i t h the 
purposes of d e l i n e a t i n g the common 
c u l t u r a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and f e a ­
t u r e s of I s l a m i c c i t i e s , e v a l u a t i n g 
the s i t u a t i o n o f I s l a m i c a r c h i t e c ­
t u r a l h e r i t a g e and examining and 
disc u s s i n g the question of pre­
s e r v i n g t h i s h e r i t a g e . M i n i s t e r s , 
Mayors, s c i e n t i s t s and scholars 
from 25 I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s p a r t i c i ­
pated at the conference. 

H.E.Mr. B e d r e t t i n Dalan, Mayor of 
I s t a n b u l welcomed the p a r t i c i p a n t s 
and emphasized the importance of 
pres e r v i n g I s l a m i c a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
h e r i t a g e . He said t h a t a l l p o s s i b l e 
e f f o r t s were made by the municipa­
l i t y t o preserve a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
h e r i t a g e i n I s t a n b u l . State M i n i s ­
t e r o f Turkey H.E.Mr. Kay a Erdem, 
M i n i s t e r of Cul t u r e and Tourism of 
Turkey H.E.Mr. Miikerrem T a s c i o g l u , 
M i n i s t e r of Municipal and Rural 
A f f a i r s of Saudi Arabia H.E.Mr. 
Ibrahim Ibn Abdullah A l - A n g a r i , 
Mayor of Riyadh and Chairman of 
AUDI Board of D i r e c t o r s H.E.Mr. 
Abdullah A l - A l i Al-Nuaim and Vice-
President of AUDI Mr.Abdullah A l -
Saub a l l addressed the meeting and 
emphasized the importance of i n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l cooperation among 
Is l a m i c c o u n t r i e s f o r the 
p r e s e r v a t i o n and r e v i v a l of a r c h i ­
t e c t u r a l h e r i t a g e . T u r k i s h M i n i s t e r 
of C u l t u r e and Tourism s t a t e d t h a t 

" i t i s our task t o combine today's 
technology and m a t e r i a l i n order 
t o r e v i v e a r c h i t e c t u r a l monuments 
and t o pass them t o f u t u r e genera­
t i o n s " . H.E.Mr. Ibr a h i m I b n Abdul­
l a h A l - A n g a r i , M i n i s t e r of M u n i c i ­
p a l and Rural A f f a i r s of Saudi 
Arabia stressed the importance of 
close cooperative r e l a t i o n s among 
the m u n i c i p a l i t i e s of I s l a m i c 
c i t i e s and the nec e s s i t y of ex­
changing experts and experiences 
f o r the p r o t e c t i o n and r e v i v a l of 
Is l a m i c a r c h i t e c t u r a l h e r i t a g e . 

During the working sessions, 
scholars from v a r i o u s I s l a m i c 
c o u n t r i e s presented t e c h n i c a l 
papers d e a l i n g w i t h d i f f e r e n t as­
pects of the p r o t e c t i o n of a r c h i ­
t e c t u r a l monuments i n I s l a m i c 
c i t i e s , problems encountered, mea­
sures t o ensure continuous and 
in c r e a s i n g p r o t e c t i o n , the preser­
v a t i o n of I s l a m i c monuments i n A l -
Quds, the e v o l u t i o n of c i t y p l a n ­
ning i n I s l a m i c c i t i e s , e t c . The 
former M i n i s t e r of Pu b l i c Works of 
Jordan H.E.Mr. Ra'if Najm present­
ed a paper on the monuments i n A l -
Quds and gave i n f o r m a t i o n on a 15-
m i l l i o n US$ p r o j e c t launched w i t h 
the aim of p r o t e c t i n g these monu­
ments which are around 200 i n num­
ber. The Mayor of Jeddah H.E.Mr. 
Muhammed Said F a r i s i also took the 
f l o o r and spoke about Jeddah and 
the p r o t e c t i o n of I s l a m i c c u l t u r a l 
h e r i t a g e . 

The conference was a success i n 
regard t o the establishment and 
promotion of cooperation and close 
r e l a t i o n s among m u n i c i p a l i t i e s of 
Is l a m i c c i t i e s and t o the assess­
ment of general and t e c h n i c a l 
problems encountered i n the pre­
s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
monuments. 

On the occasion of the conference, 
IRCICA organised an e x h i b i t i o n on 
" I s l a m i c C i t i e s i n Photographs" i n 
the h a l l s of C i t Qasr, showing 
d i f f e r e n t views of o l d I s l a m i c c i ­
t i e s and t h e i r monuments (see 
IRCICA News s e c t i o n ) . The delega-



t i o n s p a r t i c i p a t i n g a t the confer­
ence v i s i t e d the Centre and a t ­
tended the ina u g u r a l ceremony of 
the e x h i b i t i o n . They expressed 
t h e i r a p p r e c i a t i o n of the work un­
dertaken by IRCICA and the I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l Commission f o r the Pre­
s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l 
Heritage, of which the IRCICA i s 
the S e c r e t a r i a t . P o s s i b i l i t i e s and 
m o d a l i t i e s of cooperation w i t h the 
Centre and e s p e c i a l l y w i t h the 
Heritage Commission were also 
discussed. 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF ISLAMIC MONUMENTS 
ACQUIRED BY IRCICA 

One of the a c t i v i t i e s undertaken 
by the S e c r e t a r i a t of the Heritage 
Commission (IRCICA), i s the prepa­
r a t i o n of archives of documents and 
obj e c t s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Is l a m i c 
c u l t u r a l and a r t i s t i c h e r i t a g e . 
Recently, h i s t o r i c a l photographs 
and documents c o l l e c t e d by the l a t e 
B i l a l Usta, Turkish c o n s t r u c t i o n 
foreman well-known f o r h i s c o n t r i ­
butions i n the f i e l d of I s l a m i c 
a r c h i t e c t u r e , were donated t o the 
Centre at a symbolic cost. These 
are p i c t u r e s showing the famous 
mosques and monuments where B i l a l 
Usta worked and t h e i r c o n d i t i o n s 
before and a f t e r r e p a i r and r e s t o ­
r a t i o n . C o l l e c t i n g these p i c t u r e s , 
B i l a l Usta had formed a photogra­
phic archive of h i s own. A f t e r h i s 

Photograph of Sakhra Mosque 
taken by B i l a l Usta i n 1923 

The l a t e B i l a l Usta 

death, h i s daughters Mrs.Afet 
Cimen and Ms.Hayriye V a n t u r i and 
his son Hiiseyin V a n t u r i pre­
served the c o l l e c t i o n and they 
r e c e n t l y e n t r u s t e d i t t o the safe 
keeping of IRCICA. We are t h a n k f u l 
to' B i l a l Usta's chidren and grand­
c h i l d r e n f o r t h i s k i n d gesture. 

B i l a l Usta was born i n 1887 i n 
Crete. I n 1898, he came t o I s t a n b u l 
together w i t h those who escaped the 
Cretan r e v o l u t i o n . The year a f t e r , 
he r e t u r n e d t o Crete and s t a r t e d 
t o l e a r n carpentry from h i s f a t h e r . 

- I n 1903, he immigrated t o I s t a n b u l 
together w i t h him. He j o i n e d the 
I t t i h a t Terakki movement i n 1910, 
and the Army of Volunteers two 
years l a t e r . I n 1914, he s t a r t e d 
t o work at the Selimiye Barracks. 
Then, he entered the Red Crescent 
Organisation and worked t h e r e as a 
carpenter d u r i n g World War I . I n 
1917, he was assigned the t a s k of 
sup e r v i s i n g the c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
S i s l i E t f a l H o s p i t a l i n I s t a n b u l . 
U n t i l the end of h i s l i f e , he 
worked at numerous c o n s t r u c t i o n s 
together w i t h famous T u r k i s h a r ­
c h i t e c t Kemalettin Bey, i n c l u d i n g 
the f o l l o w i n g monuments: Al-Aqsa 
Mosque ( r e p a i r ) , Selimiye Mosque 
( r e p a i r ) Ankara Palace ( c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n ) . He also supervised the r e s ­
t o r a t i o n of many mosques a f t e r the 
foundation of the T u r k i s h Republic. 
He passed away i n 1972. May God 
bless h i s s o u l . 
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SPOTLIGHT ON CULTURAL NEWS Continued 

The p a r t i c i p a n t s a t the meeting 
examined and approved the four-year 
plans of a c t i o n presented by r e ­
pre s e n t a t i v e s of d i s c i p l i n e coun­
c i l s o f AMSS. 

The AMSS i s a n o n - p r o f i t p r o f e s ­
s i o n a l academic o r g a n i s a t i o n d e d i ­
cated t o the i n i t i a t i o n , study and 
promotion of I s l a m i c thought and 
perspectives i n s o c i a l sciences. 
I t supports researches and studies 
of i t s members i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 
areas of s p e c i a l i s a t i o n and spon­
sors research p r o j e c t s f o c u s i n g on 
problems f a c i n g Muslim s o c i e t i e s . 
AMSS also makes f e a s i b i l i t y s t u d i e s 
on c u r r i c u l u m development f o r edu­
c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

MUSLIM MINORITIES 
Our readers w i l l remember t h a t i n 
our l a s t issue, we gave the sad­
dening news about the rece n t B u l -
g a r i s a t i o n p o l i c i e s exerced i n 
Bu l g a r i a upon the Muslim m i n o r i t y 
community. We had also mentioned 
t h a t H.E.Mr. Syed S h a r i f u d d i n P i r -
zada, Secretary General o f the OIC 
had made a d e c l a r a t i o n i n March 
1985 on the s i t u a t i o n of the Turk­
i s h Muslim m i n o r i t y community i n 
Bu l g a r i a and the o f f i c i a l measures 
t o suppress t h i s community. The 
f u l l t e x t o f the d e c l a r a t i o n i s 
reproduced below. 

STATEMENT BY H.E. SYED SHARIFUDDIN 
PIRZADA. SECRETARY GENERAL OF OIC 
ON THE PLIGHT OF MUSLIM MINORITY 
OF TURKISH ORIGIN IN BULGARIA 

The one and a h a l f m i l l i o n Muslims 
of T u r k i s h o r i g i n i n B u l g a r i a who 
c o n s t i t u t e 17% of the t o t a l popu­
l a t i o n o f t h a t country are an im­
p o r t a n t segment of the I s l a m i c Um-
mah. Since t h e i r s e t t l e m e n t i n 
Bu l g a r i a s e v e r a l c e n t u r i e s ago, the 

14th Annual Conference of AMSS. 
P l a i n f i e l d . Indiana 

The 14th Annual Conference of the 
As s o c i a t i o n of Muslim S o c i a l 
S c i e n t i s t s (AMSS) was held on 5-7 
Ju l y 1985 i n P l a i n f i e l d , Indiana. 
The conference was devoted t o the 
examination of ph i l o s o p h i e s , p r i n ­
c i p l e s and hypotheses of various 
schools i n the f i e l d of s o c i a l 
sciences; the o b j e c t i v e of the 
conference was s t a t e d as " i n v i t i n g 
Muslim and non-Muslim s o c i a l 
s c i e n t i s t s t o study and analyse 
I s l a m i c i n t e l l e c t u a l approaches f o r 
the purpose of generating new 
knowledge and new understanding of 
Muslim approaches t o s o c i a l 
sciences and comparing Muslim i n ­
t e l l e c t u a l t r a d i t i o n w i t h the mo­
dern s o c i a l science approaches." 
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Turkish Muslim community has played 
a v i t a l r o l e i n a l l spheres of 
l i f e . N a t u r a l l y , i t has also en­
deavoured t o preserve i t s f a i t h and 
i t s d i s t i n c t demographic and c u l ­
t u r a l i d e n t i t y which i s a u n i v e r ­
s a l l y recongnised r i g h t of m i n o r i ­
t i e s s a n c t i f i e d i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
covenants and the laws r e l a t i n g t o 
i n t e r - S t a t e r e l a t i o n s . 

The Bulgarian C o n s t i t u t i o n contains 
several p r o v i s i o n s upholding the 
r e l i g i o u s and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s and 
i n t e r e s t s of a l l c i t i z e n s , i n c l u d ­
ing the m i n o r i t i e s . 

We have noted w i t h concern and 
dismay the recent widespread cam­
paign t o coerce the members of the 
Turk i s h Muslim m i n o r i t y community 
t o s u b s t i t u t e t h e i r Muslim names 
w i t h C h r i s t i a n names. There are 
r e p o r t s of violence and i n t i m i d a ­
t i o n being p e r p e t r a t e d on the Mus­
l i m community and of l a r g e scale 
k i l l i n g of members of t h i s m i n o r i t y 
community. These measures have come 
close on the heels of other sys­
tematic measures taken by or w i t h 
the connivance of the Bulgarian 
a u t h o r i t i e s which t h r e a t e n the r e ­
l i g i o u s , demographic and c u l t u r a l 
freedoms and r i g h t s of the Turkish 
Muslim community. The r e l i g i o u s and 
c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s and monuments 
of the Tur k i s h Muslims are being 
v i o l a t e d i n f l a g r a n t d i s r e g a r d of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l law and b i l a t e r a l 
t r e a t i e s between Turkey and Bul ­
g a r i a which s t i p u l a t e commitments 
regarding the p r o t e c t i o n of the 
r i g h t s of the Muslim T u r k i s h com­
munity. 

The T u r k i s h Government has proposed 
t o the Bulgarian Government t o hold 
m i n i s t e r i a l - l e v e l meetings t o con­
s i d e r the whole range of b i l a t e r a l 
issues, i n c l u d i n g the s i g n i n g of a 
b i l a t e r a l agreement t o a l l e v i a t e 

the s u f f e r i n g s of the Tur k i s h com­
munity. Regrettably, the Bulgarian 
a u t h o r i t i e s have not p o s i t i v e l y 
reacted t o t h i s proposal, thereby 
l e a v i n g the Turkish Muslim commu­
n i t y exposed t o d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and 
v i o l e n c e . This negative a t t i t u d e 
i s bound t o exacerbate the p l i g h t 
of the Turkish Muslim community. 
The I s l a m i c Ummah cannot counte­
nance the systematic o b l i t e r a t i o n 
of the r e l i g i o u s and c u l t u r a l 
r i g h t s of the Tur k i s h Muslim com­
munity i n B u l g a r i a . I , t h e r e f o r e , 
urge the Bulgarian Government t o 
take immediate steps t o put an end 
t o the campaign aimed a t f o r c i n g 
the Muslim community t o change 
t h e i r names, and t o e f f e c t i v e l y 
safeguard t h e i r r e l i g i o u s and c u l ­
t u r a l r i g h t s . The Bu l g a r i a n Gov­
ernment should p o s i t i v e l y respond 
t o Turkey's proposal f o r m i n i s ­
t e r i a l - l e v e l d i s c u s s i o n on steps 
t o p r o t e c t and preserve the cons­
t i t u t i o n a l l y guaranteed and i n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l l y acclaimed r i g h t s of the 
Turkish community. 

I also appeal t o a l l I s l a m i c and 
other c o u n t r i e s t o take a l l neces­
sary steps t o ensure t h a t the f u n ­
damental r i g h t s of the T u r k i s h 
Muslim m i n o r i t y i n B u l g a r i a are 
safeguarded. 

Muslim World League sends 
a d e l e g a t i o n t o B u l g a r i a 

I n the f i r s t week of June, the 
Muslim World League decided> t o 
send a d e l e g a t i o n t o B u l g a r i a t o 
examine the s i t u a t i o n of Muslims 
i n t h i s country. The League held a 
s p e c i a l meeting where i t was 
pointed out t h a t the recent op­
pressive measures exerced upon 
Muslims and the f o r c e f u l B u l g a r i -
s a t i o n p o l i c i e s were observed w i t h 
great concern by the e n t i r e I s l a m i c 



world. The League declared t h a t i t 
had decided t o make a l l p o s s i b l e 
e f f o r t s t o f i n d a s o l u t i o n t o the 
problem. Beside sending a delega­
t i o n t o B u l g a r i a t o assess the s i ­
t u a t i o n , the League w i l l a s s i s t i n 
educating the Muslim c h i l d r e n i n 
t h i s country by p r o v i d i n g books and 
scho l a r s h i p s . 

Egyptian-Turkish Friendship 
A s s o c i a t i o n applies t o UN f o r 
the cause of Muslims i n B u l g a r i a 

The Egyptian-Turkish Friendship 
A s s o c i a t i o n i n Cairo a p p l i e d t o the 
United Nations Center f o r Human 
Rights i n Geneva l a s t month, 
pleading f o r the cause of Muslims 
i n B u l g a r i a . Using i t s r i g h t of 
a p p l i c a t i o n w i t h i n the context of 
Decision no.1503 of the United 
Nations Economic and S o c i a l Council 
(ECOSOC), the Ass o c i a t i o n pointed 
out the o f f i c i a l measures which 
p r o h i b i t Muslims from p r a c t i c i n g 
t h e i r r e l i g i o u s r i t u a l s , o b l i g i n g 
them t o take up Bulgarian names and 
e x e r t i n g i n c r e a s i n g pressures t o 
enforce these p o l i c i e s , c o n s t i t u t e 
an open v i o l a t i o n of basic r i g h t s 
and freedoms of the Muslim m i n o r i ­
t y . The Ass o c i a t i o n hopes t h a t the 
matter w i l l be r e f e r r e d t o compe­
t e n t bodies of the United Nations 
charged w i t h the question of human 
r i g h t s . 

Names of Muslims i n 
Thailand are changed 

At the end of May, the World Muslim 
Associations Union and the Muslim 
Council of Europe announced t h a t 
the Thai Government was " i n s p i r e d " 
by the p o l i c i e s a p p l i e d upon Mus­

lims i n B u l g a r i a . I t i s reported 
t h a t i n accordance w i t h an o f f i c i a l 
decree, names of Muslims are being 
replaced w i t h Buddhist names since 
1 March 1985, aiming t o a b o l i s h 
t h e i r Muslim i d e n t i t i e s . Execution 
of t h i s decree s t a r t e d i n the 
secondary schools i n F e t t a n i d i s ­
t r i c t . 

Conference on Muslims i n Western 
Thrace held i n I s t a n b u l 

The Western Thrace Turks S o l i d a r i t y 
Union of Turkey organised a con­
ference i n I s t a n b u l t o evaluate and 
discuss the government p o l i c i e s 
d i r e c t e d t o Muslims i n Western 
Thrace. The conference was held on 
7 May 1985 w i t h the p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
of State M i n i s t e r of Turkey H.E.Mr. 
Mustafa Tinaz T i t i z , who r e i t e ­
r a t e d the f i r m i n t e n t i o n of the 
Tur k i s h Government t o take a l l 
pos s i b l e measures t o prevent the 
oppression exerced upon the Muslim 
m i n o r i t y community and which has 
gained important dimensions r e ­
c e n t l y . I n h i s l e c t u r e , Dr. Bas-
k i n Oran from Ankara U n i v e r s i t y 
pointed out t h a t not only B u l g a r i a , 
but Greece also i s aiming t o e l i ­
minate the m i n o r i t i e s . He explained 
the background and r e s u l t s of the 
measures a p p l i e d and gave s t a t i s ­
t i c a l data e x p l a i n i n g the outcome 
of these d e c i s i v e long-term p o l i ­
c i e s . He sai d t h a t since 1923, 
Turk i s h p o p u l a t i o n i n Western 
Thrace decreased from 290.000 t o 
120.000 and the area i n h i b i t e d by 
Turks was reduced from 80 % of the 
t o t a l area t o 5%, which ex p l a i n s 
the general o b j e c t i v e of the Greek 
Government. 



ART NEWS 

ENGLAND 

Isl a m i c A r t s Foundation Seminar 

The I s l a m i c A r t s Foundation i n 
London organised i t s Second I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l Seminar on I s l a m i c A r t s 
at Farnham Castle on 19-21 J u l y 
1985. The seminar covered I s l a m i c 
a r t s i n general; however, s p e c i a l 
emphasis was put on the theme of 
"I s l a m i c A r t Resources i n World 
Museums and Major P r i v a t e C o l l e c ­
t i o n s " . The meeting was inaugurated 
by H.E.Dr. Mohammad Abdo Yamani, 
former M i n i s t e r of I n f o r m a t i o n of 
Saudi Arabia. Then, M r . J a l a l Uddin 
Ahmed, D i r e c t o r General of I s l a m i c 
A r t s Foundation, presented a r e p o r t 
on the a c t i v i t i e s of h i s i n s t i t u ­
t i o n . Addressing the meeting, Prof. 
Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, D i r e c ­
t o r General of IRCICA explained the 
researches undertaken by h i s Centre 
i n the f i e l d of I s l a m i c a r t s and 
the c a t a l o g u i n g of a r t i s t i c o b j e c t s 
and documents. These a c t i v i t i e s o f 
IRCICA were acknowledged w i t h ap­
p r e c i a t i o n i n the f i n a l d e c l a r a t i o n 
of the meeting. Other pr e s e n t a t i o n s 
were made and discussions held w i t h 
the purpose of examining the pre­
sent s t a t e of the cat a l o g u i n g of 
I s l a m i c a r t c o l l e c t i o n s i n various 
c o u n t r i e s of the w o r l d , and ex­
p l o r i n g the f e a s i b i l i t y of deve­
l o p i n g a c e n t r a l archives t o serve 
scholars and researchers i n t h i s 
f i e l d . 

H.E.Mr. Syed S h a r i f u d d i n Pirzada, 
Secretary General of the OIC d e l i ­
vered the Keynote Address at the 
meeting; excerpts from h i s address 
are given below. 
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Excerpts from the Address of 
H.E.Mr.Syed S h a r i f u d d i n Pirzada, 
Secretary General of OIC at the 

Second I n t e r n a t i o n a l Seminar 
on I s l a m i c A r t s 

"... The i n t r i n s i c m e r i t and aes­
t h e t i c q u a l i t y of I s l a m i c a r t has 
not, i n recent times, received the 
a t t e n t i o n and a p p r e c i a t i o n i t de­
serves. Far too o f t e n , i t has been 
seen and p r o j e c t e d as belonging t o 
the realm of c r a f t r a t h e r than a r t 
or has been placed i n the category 
of d e c o r a t i v e a r t s ... I b e l i e v e 
t h a t i n order t o achieve a t r u e 
understanding of I s l a m i c a r t , i t 
i s e s s e n t i a l t o understand I s l a m , 
i t s c u l t u r e , i t s moral values, the 
ki n d of s o c i e t y t h a t i t envisages 
and promotes ..." 

"... The a e s t h e t i c s and e t h i c s of 
Islam, i t s h i s t o r y and i t s s o c i o ­
logy, i t s a r t s and c r a f t s , are also 
so i n t i m a t e l y intervowen t h a t i t 
i s impossible t o i s o l a t e any one 
f a c e t . I t must be seen as a t o t a l 
harmonious p a t t e r n . No d i s c u s s i o n 
of I s l a m i c a r t can proceed w i t h o u t 
t a k i n g i n t o account i t s purpose, 
i t s meaning and i t s message. I t i s 
i n t h i s context t h a t A r t i n I s l a m 
becomes the hallmark of our c u l t u ­
r a l i d e n t i t y ...." 

"... There e x i s t s a tremendous gap 
today i n the f i e l d o f documentation 
and i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g I s l a m i c 
a r t resources. There i s p a u c i t y of 
basic data and th e r e i s no conso­
l i d a t e d base of documenting the 
I s l a m i c a r t o b j e c t s , p a i n t i n g s , 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s , manuscripts, coins 
and books which are s c a t t e r e d i n 
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numerous p u b l i c and p r i v a t e c o l ­
l e c t i o n s a l l over the globe and 
which at times have s u f f e r e d 
through being dismembered and d i s ­
t r i b u t e d w i t h o u t regard t o t h e i r 
i n t r i n s i c u n i t y and value ..." 

"... I t would ( t h e r e f o r e ) be u s e f u l 
t o consider the establishment of a 
c e n t r a l archive of I s l a m i c a r t s and 
an I s l a m i c a r t s reference s e r v i c e 
which could be developed i n c o l l a ­
b o r a t i o n w i t h Muslim D i r e c t o r s and 
Curators of I s l a m i c a r t s i n various 
c o u n t r i e s of the world t o c o l l e c t , 
compile and disseminate the a v a i l ­
able m a t e r i a l ... I t i s w i t h a view 
t o promoting these o b j e c t i v e s t h a t 
the Organisation of the I s l a m i c 
Conference took the lead i n t h i s 
f i e l d by e s t a b l i s h i n g two important 
organs, namely the Research Centre 
f o r I s l a m i c H i s t o r y , A r t and Cul­
t u r e , and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Com­
mission f o r the Pre s e r v a t i o n of 
I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l Heritage. I t gives 
me great pleasure t o i n f o r m you 
t h a t the Research Centre which came 
i n t o being i n 1980 has become i n a 
sh o r t span of time a f o c a l p o i n t 
f o r researchers, scholars and a r t ­
i s t s from various p a r t s of the 
world as w e l l as a reference source 
i n documentation, c o l l e c t i o n of 
books, h i s t o r i c a l documents, maps, 
f i l m s and s l i d e s , which are a v a i l ­
able t o researchers and a r t i s t s . 
The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r 
the Preservation of I s l a m i c C u l t u ­
r a l H e r i t a g e , f u n c t i o n i n g under the 
Chairmanship of His Royal Highness 
Prince F a i s a l b i n Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia, i s devoting i t s e l f t o the 
p r e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c c u l t u r a l 
and a r t i s t i c h e r i t a g e by not only 
undertaking r e s t o r a t i o n and r e p a i r 
of I s l a m i c a r c h i t e c t u r e but also 
s t i m u l a t i n g s c h o l a r l y a c t i v i t i e s 
i n the f i e l d of a r t and b u i l d i n g a 
c u l t u r a l bridge between the past 
and the f u t u r e generations. ..." 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l C r a f t s 
Conference and E x h i b i t i o n 

An i n t e r n a t i o n a l C r a f t s Conference 
i s scheduled t o be held from 20 t o 
24 August 1985 i n Ja k a r t a , about 
"The Role of C r a f t s i n the Deve­
lopment Process". Simultaneously 
w i t h the conference, t h e r e w i l l be 
the F i r s t I n t e r n a t i o n a l Handcrafted 
T e x t i l e E x h i b i t i o n . At t h i s e x h i ­
b i t i o n , high q u a l i t y t e x t i l e s w i t h 
t r a d i t i o n a l designs, new designs 
based on t r a d i t i o n a l p a t t e r n s , 
t e x t i l e s f o r garments, household 
d e c o r a t i o n , as w e l l as t e x t i l e s f o r 
c r e a t i v e p u r s u i t s w i l l be d i s p l a y ­
ed, r e p r e s e n t i n g t r a d i t i o n a l a r t s 
and c r a f t s and the combination of 
modern techniques and s k i l l s w i t h 
c a p a b i l i t i e s i n h e r i t e d from the 
past. The conference and the e x h i ­
b i t i o n are organised by the Indo­
nesian N a t i o n a l C r a f t s Council 
(DEKRANAS) a t Taman M i n i Indonesia 
Indah (Scenic Indonesia i n M i n i a ­
t u r e Park) i n Jak a r t a . This park 
provides a picturesque i l l u s t r a t i o n 
of the 27 provinces of the country 
and t h e i r o utstanding a r c h i t e c ­
t u r a l , t r a d i t i o n a l and c u l t u r a l 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 

SWITZERLAND 

Is l a m i c A r t E x h i b i t i o n , Geneva 

A comprehensive I s l a m i c a r t e x h i ­
b i t i o n i s being held i n Geneva. The 
e x h i b i t i o n , t i t l e d "Treasures of 
I s l a m i c A r t " , was inaugurated on 
25 June i n the Museum Rath, and 
w i l l stay open u n t i l end of 
October 1985. P r i v a t e c o l l e c t o r s 
j o i n e d t h e i r e f f o r t s t o d i s p l a y 
t h e i r own c o l l e c t i o n s as w e l l as 
precious items obtained from other 
c o l l e c t i o n s a l l over the w o r l d and 



from museums of Arab c o u n t r i e s . 
Masterpieces of p o t t e r y , m i n i a ­
t u r e s , c o l l e c t i o n s of I s l a m i c coins 
and, w i t h s p e c i a l emphasis, manu­
s c r i p t s , copies of the Quran, and 
c a l l i g r a p h i c works are displayed 
at the e x h i b i t i o n , i n c l u d i n g the 
" H i s t o r y of the World" by Rashid 
Al-Din and m i n i a t u r e o f Shah 
Tahmasp i n "Shahnameh". These r i c h 
c o l l e c t i o n s and o r i g i n a l items 
give an overview of the Is l a m i c 
a r t s from the 7th t o the 19th 
Century. A d e s c r i p t i v e catalogue 
i s also provided t o v i s i t o r s . 

C a l l i g r a p h i c E x h i b i t i o n i n 
Lausanne; the Names of God 

Ca l l i g r a p h e r Yolande Smer Nami 
opens her second e x h i b i t i o n i n 
Switzerland a t Cimaise G a l l e r y i n 
Lausanne, from 31 October t o 23 
November 1985. On d i s p l a y w i l l be 
around 30 works on the theme of the 
Names of God, w r i t t e n w i t h the 
a r t i s t ' s s p e c i a l s t y l e and i l l u m i ­
nated w i t h gold and other m a t e r i a l . 

The a r t i s t i s the w i f e of Mr.Omer 
Nami, grand-son of Ottoman Sultan 
Abdulhamid I I . 

TURKEY 

E x h i b i t i o n by a Yugoslavian 
Muslim a r t i s t ; Muslim houses 

Yugoslavian Muslim a r t i s t Mustapha 
Br d a r i c displayed h i s p a i n t i n g s i n 
I s t a n b u l from 22 May t o 6 June 
1985. The theme of the e x h i b i t i o n 
was "Old Muslim Houses and Dis­
t r i c t s " . Around 40 p a i n t i n g s show­
ing the t r a d i t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
of o l d muslim r e s i d e n t i a l cons­
t r u c t i o n s i n the Balkans were d i s ­
played a t the e x h i b i t i o n . The a r t ­
i s t , who i s of Turk i s h o r i g i n , 
opened numerous e x h i b i t i o n s i n a l ­
most a l l major c i t i e s of Europe and 
many of h i s p a i n t i n g s are i n the 
hands of p r i v a t e c o l l e c t o r s a l l 
over the wo r l d . 

• • • 

CALLIGRAPHY AS A PRINCIPLE 
OF UNITY OF ISLAMIC ART 

An o b i t u a r y about the l a t e Pro­
fessor Necmettin Bammate, great 
I s l a m i c s c i e n t i s t and scholar who 
passed away i n January 1985, was 
published i n our l a s t issue. As 
mentioned t h e r e , the l a t e Professor 
Bammate had p a r t i c i p a t e d i n a c t i ­
v i t i e s of the OIC and c o n t r i b u t e d 
t o the work of IRCICA. One of h i s 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s was h i s p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
a t the Symposium on the "Common 
P r i n c i p l e s , Forms and Themes of 
Is l a m i c A r t " organised by IRCICA 

i n A p r i l 1983. We reproduce below 
excerpts of the t e x t of h i s speech 
on I s l a m i c c a l l i g r a p h y pronounced 
at the symposium. The f u l l t e x t o f 
the speech can be obtained by 
w r i t i n g t o IRCICA S e c r e t a r i a t 
( o r i g i n a l : French). 

"... C a l l i g r a p h i c s c r i p t i s f i r s t 
of a l l a f a c t o r of u n i t y throughout 
the space; but i t i s a l s o , probably 



i n a more s u b t l e sense, a f a c t o r 
u n i f y i n g d i f f e r e n t f i e l d s . I n f a c t , 
t h i s form of expression i s r e ­
f l e c t e d i n a r c h i t e c t u r e as w e l l as 
i n earthenware, i n c a l l i g r a p h y and 
i n more d i r e c t , more simple, I can 
say more humble forms of expression 
such as p o t t e r y ..." 

"... Unlike i n other a r t i s t i c 
c i v i l i s a t i o n s , u n i t y i s not a des­
t i n a t i o n . I t i s a p o i n t of depa r t ­
ure ..." 

"... Muslim a r t i s e s s e n t i a l l y 
mental. I t i s the product of ima­
g i n a t i o n , o f " f i k r " . But at the 
same time, i t i s b u i l t on mathema­
t i c a l laws and as a whole, i t i s 
engaged, w i t h emotion, i n a calm 
act of reaching u n i t y , of which i t 
i s one of the expressions ..." 

N.B. 

• • • 

ISLAMIC CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS 

I n each issue of the Newsletter, 
we introduce a selected c u l t u r a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n d e a l i n g w i t h I s l a m i c 
s u b j e c t s . We t r y t o give informa­
t i o n on the o b j e c t i v e s of these 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s , 
p u b l i c a t i o n s , e t c . I n t h i s issue, 
we in t r o d u c e the I s l a m i c Studies 
Centre, Yarmouk U n i v e r s i t y , I r b i d , 
Jordan. 

ISLAMIC STUDIES CENTRE, 
YARMOUK UNIVERSITY, JORDAN 

" C o n t r i b u t i n g t o an I s l a m i c men­
t a l i t y aware of i t s own, as w e l l 
as of world a f f a i r s , i n s p i r e d by 
s c i e n t i f i c s p i r i t , checked by p i e t y 
and motivated by progress". This 
i s one a s p i r a t i o n of the I s l a m i c 
Studies Centre a f f i l i a t e d t o Yar­
mouk U n i v e r s i t y and lo c a t e d i n 
I r b i d , Jordan. This Centre i s an 
i n s t i t u t e f o r research and teaching 
and accepts students and scholars 
from a l l over the wo r l d . I t s 
o b j e c t i v e i s t o make and promote 

researches on I s l a m i c thought, 
c i v i l i s a t i o n , h i s t o r y and science 
w i t h a s p e c i f i c methodology, com­
b i n i n g the p r i n c i p l e of sympathy 
and l o y a l t y w i t h t h a t of s c i e n t i f i c 
o b j e c t i v i t y . 

I n summary, the tasks of the Centre 
are the f o l l o w i n g : 

- Renovation and f u r t h e r a n c e of 
Is l a m i c thought, and p r e s e n t i n g 
i t i n such a way t h a t i t s com­
prehension, a p p r e c i a t i o n and 
u t i l i s a t i o n i n the modern wor l d 
w i l l be p r a c t i c a l and r e a l i s t i c . 

- Analysis of achievements of 
Is l a m i c c i v i l i s a t i o n and exposi­
t i o n o f i t s c o n t r i b u t i o n s i n 
t h e o r e t i c a l and p r a c t i c a l f i e l d s . 

- F u l l comprehension of modern 
science and e x p l o i t a t i o n o f i t s 
sound concepts w i t h the aim of 
r e - f o r m u l a t i n g I s l a m i c t h e o r i e s , 
i n s t i t u t i o n s and o b j e c t i v e s 
w i t h i n the framework of Is l a m and 
changing circumstances i n the 
worl d . 

- Study of contemporary problems 
and suggestion of I s l a m i c s o l u ­
t i o n s t o these problems. 



- P a r t i c i p a t i o n i n e d i t i n g and 
p u b l i s h i n g I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e 
documents, and f u r t h e r a n c e of 
research and authorship on i t s 
various issues. 

- O f f e r i n g academic programs l e a d ­
ing t o the award of higher s t u ­
dies diploma, and master's and 
doctorate degrees i n I s l a m i c 
s t u d i e s . 

- Organising, j o i n t l y w i t h other 
f a c u l t i e s , undergraduate academic 
courses. 

- C o n t r i b u t i o n t o academic and 
c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s and o r g a n i ­
s a t i o n of seminars, symposia and 
programs. 

- Promoting close r e l a t i o n s among 
researchers and scholars i n l o c a l 
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l u n i v e r s i t i e s , 
i n s t i t u t i o n s and foundations and 
f a c i l i t a t i n g exchanges of ex­
p e r t i s e between the Centre and 
those places; p r o v i d i n g f a c i l i ­
t i e s t o receive f o r e i g n scholars, 
researchers and students wishing 
t o make studies at the Centre. 

Research s t u d i e s , teaching and 
other a c t i v i t i e s are c a r r i e d out 
i n the f i e l d s of I s l a m i c thought 
and philosophy (Quran, Hadith, 
Fiqh, theology, modern I s l a m i c 
t h o u g h t ) , I s l a m i c c i v i l i s a t i o n and 
h i s t o r y (economic l i f e , develop­
ment, a r t s and c r a f t s ) , s o c i a l 
sciences, p h y s i c a l sciences (as 
a p p l i e d by I s l a m ) , r e l i g i o n s , l a n ­
guages, and contemporary Muslim 
wor l d (demography, economic, p o l i ­
t i c a l , s o c i a l and l e g a l systems). 

D i r e c t o r of I s l a m i c Studies Centre 
i s Dr. Mohammed Bataineh. The Cen­
t r e i s d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o the 
President of Yarmouk U n i v e r s i t y . 
I t s address i s : 

I s l a m i c Studies Centre 
Yarmouk U n i v e r s i t y 
P.O.Box 566 
I r b i d , Jordan. 

IRCICA IN 
INTERNATIONAL MEDIA 

TV Program on the Centre a t 
U.A.E. 

Mr.Abdel-Wahab Kattaya from the 
Abu-Dhabi T e l e v i s i o n v i s i t e d the 
Centre i n the f i r s t week of May f o r 
i n t e r v i e w s and preparing a s p e c i a l 
TV program about the Centre. Films 
were taken of d i f f e r e n t sections 
of the Centre and i n t e r v i e w s were 
made w i t h Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin I h -
sanoglu, D i r e c t o r General and 
Prof.Ahmed Iss a , IRCICA expert 
about the ongoing research and 
p u b l i c a t i o n - p r o j e c t s , as w e l l as 
the f u t u r e p r o j e c t s of the Centre. 
The r e s t o r a t i o n work i n progress 
at the Yaveran B u i l d i n g was also 
included. The outcome was an 
i n t e r e s t i n g TV program of very good 
q u a l i t y shown i n the United Arab 
Emirates d u r i n g the month of Rama­
dan. The program a t t r a c t e d g r e a t 
p u b l i c i n t e r e s t and a p p r e c i a t i o n . 

A r t i c l e s about IRCICA 

Al-Madina 

Al-Madina newspaper dated 15 May 
1985 published the news about the 
p r e p a r a t i o n of the "Comprehensive 
B i b l i o g r a p h y of Manuscripts i n 
Arabic, Persian and T u r k i s h i n the 
L i b r a r i e s of Turkey" by the Centre. 
Mohammed Abdou Sabbagh's i n t e r v i e w 
w i t h D i r e c t o r General Prof.Dr. 
Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu was r e p o r t ­
ed, d u r i n g which the D i r e c t o r 
General explained t h a t a l l manu­
s c r i p t s w r i t t e n i n Arabic, Persian 
and T u r k i s h language on any s u b j e c t 
were covered i n t h i s b i b l i o g r a p h y . 
Some important l i b r a r i e s of Turkey, 
which are famous f o r t h e i r manu­
s c r i p t s c o l l e c t i o n s , are also i n ­
troduced i n t h i s work. 



Al-Madina October 

The p u b l i c a t i o n of the " I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l D i r e c t o r y of I s l a m i c C u l t u ­
r a l I n s t i t u t i o n s " by IRCICA was 
announced i n Al-Madina dated 2 7 
June 1985. D e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n was 
given on the contents and presen­
t a t i o n o f the D i r e c t o r y . 

Sino-Arabia 

The Sino-Arabian A s s o c i a t i o n B u l ­
l e t i n , Sino-Arabia, i s published 
i n Taiwan, Republic of China. 
"Mosaic from Middle East" s e c t i o n 
of the J u l y 1984 issue of t h i s 
b u l l e t i n included an a r t i c l e by 
Tsai Pai-Chuan, i n t r o d u c i n g IRCICA. 
The March 1984 issue of the London-
based j o u r n a l "Arabia" i s quoted 
as source of reference f o r t h i s 
a r t i c l e i n Chinese. The a r t i c l e 
gives d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n about 
the o b j e c t i v e s of the Centre and 
i t s d i f f e r e n t research p r o j e c t s , 
and enumerates, w i t h annotations, 
the p u b l i c a t i o n s of the Centre. 

An a r t i c l e by Abdelazim Ramazan 
published i n issue no.436 (March 
1985) of t h i s Egyptian magazine 
contains i n f o r m a t i o n on IRCICA. 
The author, having v i s i t e d IRCICA, 
communicates h i s views and 
impressions on the Centre. ** He 
stat e s t h a t although i t i s very 
young, the Centre has already made 
great achievements and published 
important books, and t h a t " i t i s 
d i r e c t e d and organised s i m i l a r l y 
t o the most advanced s c i e n t i f i c 
i n s t i t u t i o n s i n the world". 

EDITOR'S POST 

The Athenian 

The monthly j o u r n a l The Athenian 
published i n Greece incl u d e d , i n 
i t s A p r i l 1985 issue, an a r t i c l e 
e n t i t l e d "To the C i t y " by Edward 
Fenton. This comprehensive a r t i c l e 
i s about the c i t y of I s t a n b u l , i t s 
h i s t o r y , monuments and c u l t u r a l 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . IRCICA i s also 
introduced i n the context of the 
r e s t o r a t i o n of b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the 
Y i l d i z Palace complex. Researches 
undertaken by the Centre i n the 
f i e l d s o f I s l a m i c a r t s , h i s t o r y , 
I s l a m i c c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s and 
manuscripts, as w e l l as i t s r i c h 
l i b r a r y are mentioned. 

"We received your very i n t e r e s t i n g 
Newsletter. At our f a c u l t y of 
theology, we are i n t e r e s t e d not 
only i n the study of C h r i s t i a n 
theology, but even so i n a b e t t e r 
knowledge of I s l a m i c h i s t o r y , a r t 
and c u l t u r e . That i s why i t would 
be very k i n d of you i f we can 
rece i v e t h i s Newsletter". 

Assoc.Prof.Dr. H. Goltz 
M a r t i n Luther U n i v e r s i t y 
Theology Section 
H a l l e , G.D.R. 



A l e t t e r by a Muslim lady from 
Jawa, Indonesia, i s reproduced 
below. This l e t t e r r e f l e c t s on one 
hand, the r e l a t i o n s h i p e x i s t i n g 
between the Centre and readers of 
the Newsletter, and on the other, 
f i d e l i t y t o the Quran and the 
language i n which i t was revealed. 
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VISITORS AND THEIR OBSERVATIONS 

On 10 May 1985, the Centre was 
honoured by the v i s i t of H.R.H. 
Prince T u r k i b i n F a i s a l of Saudi 
Arabia. During the v i s i t , the 
Prince and h i s entourage received 
i n f o r m a t i o n on the Centre's a c t i ­
v i t i e s i n d i f f e r e n t f i e l d s . They 
examined i t s l i b r a r y , i t s computer 
u n i t and the research s e c t i o n s . The 
Prince also saw the r e s t o r a t i o n 
work i n progress a t the Yaveran 
B u i l d i n g which was r e c e n t l y added 
t o the Centre's premises, and was 
b r i e f e d on the d i f f e r e n t phases of 
the r e s t o r a t i o n p r o j e c t . He wrote 
h i s impressions on the V i s i t o r s 
Book of the Centre as f o l l o w s : 
"Praise t o God f o r a l l o w i n g me t o 
v i s i t t h i s Centre d e a l i n g w i t h 
I s l a m i c c u l t u r e and c i v i l i s a t i o n . 
I saw i n i t the nucleus of noble 
works, which, w i t h God's permis­
s i o n , w i l l be b e n e f i c i a l f o r Mus­
l i m s . I wish God gives a l l the 
success t o those who guide t h i s 
Centre and shows them the r i g h t 
p a t h . " 

* * * 
H.R.H. Prince T u r k i b i n F a i s a l 

at the Centre's l i b r a r y 



Professor Ahmed Anany, D i r e c t o r of 
the Qatar State Archives, and 
famous Muslim author, v i s i t e d the 
Centre on 13 March 1985. He r e ­
corded h i s impressions on the Cen­
t r e ' s Book, as f o l l o w s : "... I see 
good prospects f o r the f u t u r e of 
t h i s i n s t i t u t i o n . I am proud t o do 
my best t o help i t . I would l i k e 
t o express my a p p r e c i a t i o n of the 
high morals and extensive c u l t u r e 
of those who d i r e c t i t and I wish 
God help them and give them suc­
cess. I i n v i t e a l l Muslim persona­
l i t i e s and i n s t i t u t i o n s t o a s s i s t 
t h i s i n s t i t u t i o n ..." 

* * * 

" I was happy t o be a v i s i t o r of 
IRCICA i n I s t a n b u l . I saw i t s e f ­
f o r t s t o r e v i v e the s c i e n t i f i c and 
a r t i s t i c aspects of I s l a m i c c u l ­
t u r e ... I n f a c t , such e f f o r t s can 
only be made by the ones who de­
voted themselves t o research and 
s t u d i e s , who do not expect much 
from t h i s w orld and wish t o be 
rewarded by God ..." 

8 May 1985 
Dr. Ahmed A l i Al-Jassar 
Head of Physics Department, 
Kuwait U n i v e r s i t y , and Supervisor, 
Prizes and Awards D i v i s i o n , 
Kuwait Foundation f o r the 
Advancement of Sciences, Kuwait 

* * * 

"Every moral and m a t e r i a l support 
should be extended t o t h i s Centre 
which holds very valuable knowledge 
and m a t e r i a l s u s e f u l f o r s c i e n t i ­
f i c research on the I s l a m i c world 

i t 

16 May 1985 
Prof.Dr.Yasar Yii c e l 
President of the Tu r k i s h I n s t i t u t e 
of H i s t o r y , Ankara, Turkey 

* * * 

" I was happy t o observe the noble, 
r e g u l a r , s c i e n t i f i c and in-depth 
work undertaken by IRCICA, which 
has taken important steps i n t h i s 
d i r e c t i o n . C o n g r a t u l a t i n g the Cen­
t r e f o r i t s p i o n e e r i n g e f f o r t s , I 
pray God f o r the success of the 
work undertaken by those who work 
i n t h i s Centre at the s e r v i c e of 
Islam and Muslims. 'And Say: Act! 
A l l a h w i l l behold your a c t i o n s and* 
so w i l l His . messenger and the 
b e l i e v e r s ' . " 

3 June 1985 
Prof.Dr. Husameddin Al-Samerrai 
Umm Al-Qura U n i v e r s i t y , 
Mecca, Saudi Arabia 

* * * 

"With our sincere c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s 
and encouragement f o r the important 
work done here a t the s e r v i c e of 
the I s l a m i c Ummah. We are convinced 
t h a t thanks t o your researches and 
the high q u a l i t y of your work, the 
great I s l a m i c f a m i l y w i l l l e a r n t o 
appreciate and t o preserve i t s 
I s l a m i c c u l t u r a l wealth e t e r n a l l y " . 

13 June 1985 
H.E. Elhadj Mamadou Sal i o u S y l l a 
Ambassador of Guinea, Cairo, Egypt 
( a l s o a c c r e d i t e d i n Turkey) 

* * * 

" I had the pleasure t o v i s i t IRCICA 
today. I observed the unknown s o l ­
d i e r s i n the c e l l s of the bee's 
h i v e , working s e r i o u s l y and dyna­
m i c a l l y . T h e i r hard work brought 
t o my mind the f o l l o w i n g words of 
the eminent poet: 'Observing the 
crescent's growth, you w i l l be sure 
t h a t f u l l moon w i l l be'." 

24 June 1985 
Prof.Dr.Muhammed Marouf Al-Dawalibi 
Advisor t o H.M. the King of Saudi 
Arabia, Riyadh; eminent Muslim 
s c i e n t i s t , t h i n k e r and statesman 

* * * 



Sheikh Abdulkarim Suud A l - B a b t a i n , 
c h a r i t a b l e personage t r u l y b e l i e v ­
ing i n I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e , and b u s i ­
nessman i n Kuwait, came t o the 
Centre on 24 June 1985. His im­
pressions about the Centre were as 
f o l l o w s : "... I v i s i t e d the Re­
search Centre f o r I s l a m i c H i s t o r y , 
A r t and Cul t u r e and observed the 
work i t performs. I was happy t o 
see the b e n e f i c i a l r e s u l t s of t h i s 
work and I wish the c o n t i n u a t i o n 
of e f f o r t s made by those who work 
at t h i s Centre t o preserve the 
great I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e . I t i s a 
pleasure t o observe the importance 
a t t r i b u t e d t o I s l a m i c c u l t u r e . I 
wish a l l the best f o r our brot h e r s 
working a t t h i s Centre, which i s 
one of the minarets of Is l a m i c 
c u l t u r e . " 

* * * 

" I v i s i t e d the Research Centre f o r 
Is l a m i c H i s t o r y , A r t and Culture 
on Wednesday, 22 D h i l Qa'da 1405H. 
My dear brot h e r Dr.Ekmeleddin 
Ihsanoglu informed me on the i n ­
t e r e s t i n g work undertaken by the 
Centre. I t seemed t o me t h a t t h i s 
work i s very important; however, 
i t has not been introduced and 
p u b l i c i z e d s u f f i c i e n t l y . This work 
comprises, among ot h e r s , the pre­
s e r v a t i o n of t r e a s u r i e s of the 
e t e r n a l I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e and the 
cata l o g u i n g of I s l a m i c documents, 
works and manuscripts which were 
not a v a i l a b l e t o researchers be­
f o r e . A l l t h i s had my admiration 
and I present my wishes of success 
t o my dear brot h e r Dr. Ekmeleddin. 
I i n v i t e a l l i n s t i t u t i o n s and o r ­
ga n i s a t i o n s , and I s l a m i c Govern­
ments, t o a s s i s t and support the 
Centre as much as p o s s i b l e , since, 
a c t u a l l y , the Centre works f o r a l l 
Muslims and i t s a c t i v i t i e s are be­
n e f i c i a l f o r a l l people, Muslim or 
not, who undertake research i n the 
f i e l d of I s l a m i c c i v i l i s a t i o n and 

i t s e t e r n a l h e r i t a g e . I wish Mus­
lims extend t h e i r i n t e r e s t and 
support t o t h i s Centre and t h a t 
they a s s i s t i t f i n a n c i a l l y through 
Waqfs and donations." 

I s t a n b u l , 7 August 1985 
Mohammed Ben Nasser Aboudi 
A s s i s t a n t Secretary General, 
Muslim World League, 
Mecca, Saudi Arabia 

FAREWELL TO MR. ISMET BINARK 

Various p r o j e c t s and p u b l i c a t i o n s 
of the Centre were introduced i n 
the Newsletter u n t i l now. Among 
these, the f o l l o w i n g works were 
also mentioned: 
- " I n t e r n a t i o n a l B i b l i o g r a p h y of 

Tr a n s l a t i o n s of the Meaning of 
the Holy Quran", 

- "Comprehensive B i b l i o g r a p h y of 
Arabic, T u r k i s h and Persian 
Manuscripts i n the L i b r a r i e s of 
Turkey", and 

- "Guidebook of Ottoman Archives". 

Our colleague who p a r t i c i p a t e d 
a c t i v e l y i n the p r e p a r a t i o n of the 
above books i s Mr. Ismet Binark, 
expert i n archives and b i b l i o g r a ­
phies. Mr.Ismet Binark also p a r t i ­
c i p a t e d i n other p r o j e c t s f o r com­
p i l a t i o n of b i b l i o g r a p h i e s . He 
worked a t the Centre f o r th r e e 



years and now, he i s l e a v i n g our 
Centre, since the nec e s s i t y of h i s 
r e t u r n t o h i s o r i g i n a l f u n c t i o n s 
as the D i r e c t o r of Archives of the 
Turki s h Republic at the Prime 
M i n i s t r y of Turkey, i n Ankara, was 
stronger than the de s i r e of h i s 
colleagues a t the Centre t o r e t a i n 

him, and h i s wish t o reassume h i s 
previous d u t i e s has been d e c i s i v e . 

A l l s t a f f members of the Centre 
w i l l remember Mr. Ismet Binark w i t h 
love and esteem, and h i s e f f o r t s 
w i t h a p p r e c i a t i o n . We wish him a l l 
the success i n h i s work i n Ankara 
and a happy and b r i l l i a n t f u t u r e . 

REQUESTS FOR BOOK DONATIONS 
AND ASSISTANCE 

IRCICA rec e i v e s , from time t o time, 
requests f o r I s l a m i c books and 
other kinds of assistance. However, 
IRCICA i s unable t o meet such r e ­
quests f u l l y and t h e r e f o r e , i t 
publishes some of them i n i t s 
Newsletter w i t h the hope t h a t they 
would a t t r a c t the i n t e r e s t of i n s ­
t i t u t i o n s and p e r s o n a l i t i e s which 
are capable and w i l l i n g t o provide 
the books, m a t e r i a l and other 
assistance needed. Below are such 
requests f o r assistance. 

* Balochi Academy i n Pakistan would 
l i k e t o cooperate and exchange 
i t s p u b l i c a t i o n s w i t h i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s and u n i v e r s i t y e s t a b l i s h ­
ments undertaking research on 
Is l a m i c s u b j e c t s . The address i s : 

Balochi Academy 
S e c r e t a r i a t General 
Quetta 
Pakistan. 

* The f o l l o w i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s i n 
Ghana are requesting I s l a m i c 
books: 

- Centre f o r I s l a m i c Da'wa and 
Teaching, P.O.Box 2699, Accra 

- Union of I s l a m i c O r g a n i s a t i o n , 
P.O.Box 11003, Accra 

- Ghana Muslim Students C u l t u r a l 
Organisation Centre, P.O.Box 
12365, Accra 

- Rashard I s l a m i c School, P.O.Box 
K335, Accra New Town, Accra 

- Moslem Brothers Union, P.O.Box 
1321, Accra. 

* Ghana Muslim Youth Research 
Organisation i s i n need of 
f i n a n c i a l assistance i n order t o 
complete an I s l a m i c I n s t i t u t e i n 
Ghana. The donation needed f o r 
the p r o j e c t i s US $ 15.000 i n 
t o t a l . The address i s below: 

Finance D i r e c t o r 
Ghana Muslim Youth Research 
P.O.Box 1723 
Mamprobi, Accra, Ghana. 

* I s l a m i c Centre Committee, Kano, 
N i g e r i a appeals f o r donations f o r 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n of an I s l a m i c 
centre i n Kano S t a t e , N i g e r i a . 
The centre w i l l c o n s i s t of a 
mosque, a r e l i g i o u s school and a 
t e c h n i c a l school f o r v o c a t i o n a l 
t r a i n i n g and w i l l help i n edu­
c a t i n g and g u i d i n g Muslims a l l 
over West A f r i c a . The Committee 
i n v i t e s generous donations f o r 
t h e i r cause, t o be addressed t o : 

I s l a m i c Centre Committee 
Acc.No.35004712 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Bank f o r West 
A f r i c a , Kano 
Kano S t a t e , N i g e r i a . 



The l a t e H a f i z Hussein Mustapha, 
M u f t i of Gumulcine 

Hafiz Hussein Mustapha, M u f t i of 
Gumulcine (Komotini, Greece), 
passed away on 2 June 1985. 

Haf i z Hussein Mustapha was born 
i n 1912 i n Gumulcine. Completing 
the mederssa and o b t a i n i n g h i s 
diploma a t a very young age, he was 
nominated M u f t i of Gumulcine i n 
February 1949. He conducted h i s 
mission w i t h success f o r 36 years 
u n t i l h i s death. Leader of Muslim 
i n Western Thrace, H a f i z Hussein 
Mustapha made a l l e f f o r t s t o pro­
t e c t Muslim's r i g h t s and d i d never 
h e s i t a t e t o p r o t e s t u n j u s t t r e a t ­
ments t o Muslims w i t h the highest 
Greek a u t h o r i t i e s and i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s ( V i s i t of Hafiz 
Hussein Mustapha t o the I s t a n b u l 
Centre i n A p r i l 1984 was re p o r t e d 
i n Newsletter no.6). 

Prof. Dr.Yunus M i i f t u , MD., emi­
nent Turkish s c i e n t i s t and r e ­
searcher, passed away on 24 J u l y 
1985. 

Born i n 1937 a t Kirkuk, I r a q , Dr. 
Yunus Miiftu had completed h i s 
medical studies at Hacettepe Uni­
v e r s i t y i n Ankara, Turkey. Becoming 
Professor i n 1972, he had worked 
as the Head of the P e d i a t r i c s Sec­
t i o n of t h i s u n i v e r s i t y , and also 
as a l e c t u r e r a t King Abdulaziz 
U n i v e r s i t y i n Jeddah. He was among 
the organisers of the T h i r d Con­
ference on I s l a m i c Medicine held 
i n I s t a n b u l i n September-October 
1984. Professor Yunus Miiftu was 
the author of more than 40 medical 
a r t i c l e s . He was a man. w i t h very 
high moral q u a l i t i e s and a dynamic 
and gracious p e r s o n a l i t y . I n h i s 
person, the I s l a m i c world l o s t a 
great scholar and researcher. We 
s h a l l always remember Professor 
Yunus Miiftu f o r h i s valuable 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s f o r the establishment 
of close r e l a t i o n s among I s l a m i c 
c o u n t r i e s ; may God bless h i s s o u l . 

The l a t e Prof.Dr. Yunus Miiftu 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 

I n the present s e c t i o n , we an­
nounce new books and p e r i o d i c a l s 
published i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f the 
w o r l d and coming t o our knowledge, 
i n the f i e l d s of I s l a m i c sciences, 
h i s t o r y , c u l t u r e , a r t s and c i v i l i ­
s a t i o n . The f o l l o w i n g i s informa­
t i o n on t h r e e such p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

* M.Adil Usmani, I s l a m i c Studies. 
L i t e r a t u r e on Quran i n E n g l i s h 
Language, A B i b l i o g r a p h y . I s l a m i c 
Documentation and I n f o r m a t i o n 
Centre, Karachi, 1985 

This B i b l i o g r a p h y was prepared by 
Muhammed A d i l Usmani and published 
by the I s l a m i c Documentation and 
I n f o r m a t i o n Centre at Karachi Uni­
v e r s i t y . I t w i l l serve as a u s e f u l 
t o o l f o r scholars and e x e g i s t s , 
since i t contains i n f o r m a t i o n on 
the b i b l i o g r a p h i c works done pre­
v i o u s l y on the same s u b j e c t , c a t a ­
logues of important c o l l e c t i o n s of 
Quranic l i t e r a t u r e , and o t h e r 
reference works d e a l i n g w i t h the 
Quran. The book can be requested 
from: 
I s l a m i c Documentation and 
I n f o r m a t i o n Centre, 
Karachi U n i v e r s i t y Campus, 
Karachi, Pakistan. 

* Le Matin des Mathematiciens. 
E n t r e t i e n s sur l ' h i s t o i r e des 
mathematiques presentes par Emile 
Noel, E d i t i o n B e l i n , P a r i s 1985 

An important c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the 
h i s t o r y of science, t h i s book i s a 
c o l l e c t i o n of 16 d i f f e r e n t t a l k s 
by Emile Noel from France C u l t u r e 
w i t h eminent h i s t o r i a n s of mathe­
matics. Talks are presented i n a 
question-answer form and they cover 
each the h i s t o r y of mathematics i n 

a d i f f e r e n t p e r i o d or c i v i l i s a t i o n , 
from Babylone and Egypt u n t i l the 
end of the Middle Ages. The book 
includes 4 separate t a l k s w i t h 
Roshdi Rashed e x p l a i n i n g the con­
t r i b u t i o n s of Muslim mathematicians 
i n making d i s c o v e r i e s , as w e l l as 
i n t r a n s m i t t i n g mathematics 
throughout ages and c i v i l i s a t i o n s 
by t r a n s l a t i n g w r i t i n g s of Greek 
mathematicians i n t o Arabic. 

* "Soviet Muslims B r i e f " , 
The I s l a m i c Foundation, 
L e i c e s t e r , United Kingdom 

Vol . 1, No. 1 of "Soviet Muslims 
B r i e f " , dated May-June 1985, has 
been published by the I s l a m i c 
Foundation, L e i c e s t e r . This f i r s t 
issue of the p e r i o d i c a l gives the 
news of Muslims i n the Soviet Union 
from the p o i n t of view of c u l t u r e 
and s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n , summaries and 
excerpts from the Soviet Press on 
the Muslim world and a b s t r a c t s of 
books and a r t i c l e s on I s l a m pub­
l i s h e d i n the Soviet Union. As f a r 
as we know, t h i s p u b l i c a t i o n cons­
t i t u t e s the f i r s t venture of i t s 
k i n d undertaken by an I s l a m i c i n s ­
t i t u t i o n . We would l i k e t o take 
t h i s occasion t o i n v i t e a l l scho­
l a r s i n t e r e s t e d i n t h i s s u b j e c t t o 
f o l l o w , support and encourage i t . 

The address of the Foundation i s : 
The I s l a m i c Foundation 
223 London Road 
Le i c e s t e r LE2 1ZE 
United Kingdom. 



NEW IRCICA PUBLICATIONS 

CATALOGUE OF ISLAMIC 
MEDICAL MANUSCRIPTS 

F i r s t volume of the "Series of 
Studies and Sources on the H i s t o r y 
of Science", t h i s catalogue gives 
b i b l i o g r a p h i c d e s c r i p t i o n s of ap­
proxim a t e l y 5000 I s l a m i c medical 
manuscripts e x i s t i n g i n the c o l ­
l e c t i o n s o f 129 major l i b r a r i e s o f 
Turkey. These works are e i t h e r 
o r i g i n a l s or copies of approxima­
t e l y 1000 medical manuscripts and 
t h e i r summaries, t r a n s l a t i o n s and 
commentaries. 

625 pp./Price: US$ 30.-

INTERNATIONAL DIRECTORY OF 
ISLAMIC CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS 

This D i r e c t o r y gives the addresses 
of 3579 I s l a m i c c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s i n 106 c o u n t r i e s , grouped 
according t o t h e i r nature: acade­
mies, learned s o c i e t i e s and r e ­
search ce n t r e s , l i b r a r i e s and a r ­
chives, museums, u n i v e r s i t i e s and 
educa t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

350 pp./Price: US$ 10.-

L *ENSEIGNEMENT ARABO-
ISLAMIQUE AU SENEGAL 

by Dr. Mamadou Ndiaye 

One of the tasks of IRCICA i s t o 
promote researches on subjects 
r e l a t e d t o i t s f i e l d s o f a c t i v i t y 
and c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e i r p u b l i c a ­

t i o n . W i t h i n t h i s framework, the 
Centre selected and published the 
PhD t h e s i s of Dr.Mamadou Ndiaye 
from Senegal. The book gives a 
sound and d e t a i l e d a n a l y s i s of the 
process of i n t r o d u c t i o n o f Arab-
I s l a m i c education i n Senegal and 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s a t i o n of the teach­
ing of the Quran and the Arabic 
language, despite a l l obstacles 
encountered i n the c o l o n i a l p e r i o d . 
Based on f i r s t - h a n d reference 
sources, i n c l u d i n g the o f f i c i a l 
archives of Senegal which were 
p r e v i o u s l y unknown t o the I s l a m i c 
w o r l d , the work i s an important 
c o n t r i b u t i o n i n t h i s f i e l d , since 
i t i s the f i r s t study made on t h i s 
s u b j e c t i n the I s l a m i c world 
(French, w i t h Preface i n English 
and A r a b i c ) . 

260 pp./Price: US$ 10.-

VIDEO CASSETTES 

The two documentary f i l m s prepared 
by the Centre are a v a i l a b l e now i n 
a s i n g l e cassette p r i c e d US$ 30.-. 
The f i l m s e n t i t l e d " L i f e and Works 
of the Late C a l l i g r a p h e r Hamid A l -
Amidi (Aytac) and C a l l i g r a p h i c 
A r t s " and "Art s of I l l u m i n a t i o n and 
G i l d i n g " are i n Arabic, E n g l i s h 
t e x t given w i t h the cassette. D i f ­
f u s i o n system i s PAL. Orders should 
be addressed t o the S e c r e t a r i a t of 
IRCICA, s p e c i f y i n g cassette type 
(VHS/BETAMAX). 
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