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The followlng IRCICA publications and documentary
films can be ordered from the Centre by a lecter
dddressed to the atrentlon of the "Book Sales
Sectlon®™:

CATALOGUE OF ISLANIC MEDICAL MANUSCRIPTS IN THE
LIBRARIES OF TURKEY, edited by EXMELEDDIN
INSANOGLU: prepared by RAMAZAN SESEN, CENMIL
AKPINAR and CEVAT [IGf, History of Sclence
Serles po.l, Istanbul, 1984; 24, 535 p.; 24 cm.
fAcable) Price: US $30 post and package Included.

This catalogue has been published on the occasion
of the Third Congress on Islamic Hedlcine [(Is-
tanbul, 1984). It presents approximetely 1000
original manuscriptz and Jlists thelr coples
avallable 1n the collections of 129 major 1ib-
raries of Turkey. About 5000 items are covered.

THE AKUSLIN PIOUS FOUNDATIONS AND REAL ESTATES
IN PALESTINE, by MEHNED IPSIRLI, MOHAMNED
JL*TMINI- I#M-ﬂblﬂf lgﬂz: 3‘0; 235- 4 P-F 2? Ol .

(Acablc) Price: US $50 post and package included.

A publication contalning information deciphered
and processed from a l&th Century Ottoman State
Tahrir Reglster pertalning Cto Wagfs 4and Muslim
propecties in five reglons of Palestine: Al-Quds,
Gara, Safad, Nablus and Ajlun. There are indexes
for names, places and terms.

INTERNATIONAL DIRECTORY OF ISLAMIC CULTURAL
INSTITUTIONS, Prepared by ACAR TANLAK and ANNED
LAJIMI, Istanbul, 198d; WII, 337.4 p.: 24 cm.
(English) Prlee: US$10, post and package In-
cluded.

The Dlrectory gives the addreases of 3579 Insti-
tutions in 106 countries wocking in the fleld of
Islamic culcure, civilisaclon, history and arc.

L' ENSEIGNEMNENT ARABO-TELANTOUR AU SENEGAL
(ARAB-ISLAMIC EDUCATION IN SENEGAL), by MAMADOU
NDIAYR, Istanbul, 198%; WIL,253,9 p.: 24 cm.
(French) Price: US 310, post and package In-
cluded.

This work is ope of the first objective studies
on the Aintroduction and preservation of the
Arable language in Black Africa and especlally
in Senegal. It also sheds light on the archive
documents belanglpng to the colonlal period and
which restricted the teaching of the language of
the Holy pur‘an in these countries. Enriched with
statlstics, the book gives the history of the
evolution of the Ceaching of this language and
the difficulties and problems encountered durlng
this process.




EDITORIAL

This issue brings to your knowledge
a number of important events which
marked the last quarter of 1987,
regarding both IRCICA and ICPICH.
H.E. Zia ul Hag, President of the
Islamic Bepublic of Pakistan visit-
ed IECICA on 10th October:; this was
the first time we were honoured by
the wvisit of a Head of State other
than H.E. EKenan Evren, President
of the host country Turkey. Thus
we had the chance to present to H.
E. Zia ul Haq a concrete view of
our activities and to show him our
accomplishments on the spot.

Again in the same period, new im-
pulses were given to the Centre's
work by its Governing Counecil,
which met for the sixth time in
December in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
The recent activities of the Centre
ware discussed and some new pro-
jects decided upon at this meeting.
A similar follow-up and planning
work was done by the International
Commission for the Preservation of
Islamic Cultural Heritage (ICPICH)
which held its fourth meeting in
the same month.

A wvery significant event im the
history of ICPICH took place again
in this period: the Award Presen-
tation Ceremony in honour of the
winners of the King Fahd Awards
Competition was held in Riyadh, om
20 December. The winners of the
competition in the Architectural
Design and Architectural Research
categories received their prizes
and the King Fahd Awards 1986
programme was thus finalised. The
ceremony was held under the Chair-
manship of H.R.H. Prince Sultan bin
Abdul Aziz, Second Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Defense
and Aviation and General Inspector,
Saudi Arsbia. The ceremony was a
great event and a concrete mani-
festation of the interest and suec-
cess won by the King Fahd Awards
programme.

Coming again to IRCICA, the last
couple of months were satisfactory
from the point of wview of our
scholarly activities. We recelved
very appreciative post-meeting
evaluations regarding the Interna-
tional Symposium on Modern Sciences
and the Muslim World organised last
September. This encourages us in
the planning of future meetings of
this kind in fields of scholarly
and scientific research.

In Lhe same context, T have the
pleasure to mention that we plan
to organise this year a seminar of
representatives of research insti-
tutions working in the fields of
Iglamic history, arts and culture
all over the world; it is expected
that this seminar will promote
cooperation, coordination and ex-
changes of wviews and experiences
among these institutions, and give
a new stimulus to research in these
ATeAas .

Just when this issue was about to
be printed, we were honoured by the
visit of another Head of State,
H.E.Rauf Denktag, President of
the Morth Cyprus Turkish Republie.
We will be pleased to include in-
formation about his wisit in our
next issue,

Presently, we are also preparing
for the 17th Islamic Conference of
Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the
0IC Member States, and I take this
opportunity to announce that this
year's Ministerial Conference will
take place in Amman, Jordan on 21-
25 March 1988. On this occasion,
we also publish, in this issue, a
brief review of activities realised
jointly by IRCICA and Jordanian
institutions.

Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin fhsanoglu




H.E. MUHAMMAD ZIA UL HAQ, PRESIDENT

OF PAKISTAN AT IRCICA

H.E. Zia ul Hag examining the Centre's publications. On his cight
are H.E.NMr.Sald Qureshi, Prof.Dr.Ekmeleddin thsanoglu and
H.E.Mr.Vahit Halefoglu (then Forelgn Affairs Minister of Tuckey)

Saturday, 10th October 1987 was an
important day in IRCICA's history,
marked by the visit of H.E. Muham-
mad Zia ul Hag, President of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan. This
wes the first time that the Head
of an OIC Member State other than
IRCICA's host country Turkey visit-
ed the Centre.

H.E. Zia ul Haq was on an official
visit to Turkey, from 6th to 11th
October 1987. After having complet-
ed his contacts and meetings in
Ankara, he visited the cities of
Konya, Bursa and finally Istanbul.
It was a happiness to hear Lthe
President emphasize in his speech
at IBRCICA that he himself had made
a special request to his brother
H.E. Kenan Evren, President of the
Republic of Turkey to make sure
that a wvisit to this Centre be in-
cluded in his programme for 1stan-
bul. He spent nearly two hours at
the Centre, accompanied by Minis-
ters and high-level officials of

Pakistan and Turkey, including H.E.
Mr.M.A.Qazi, Minister of State for
Science and Technology and H.E.Mr.
Said Qureshi, Federal Secretary for
Economic Affairs of Pakistan, H.E.
Mr. Altaf Sheikh, Ambassador of
Pakistan in Ankara and H.E.Mr.Vahit
Halefoglu, Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Turkey.

Special exhibitions were prepared
to give the President an overview
of IRCICA's eactivities and their
concrete results. He first saw an
exhibition at the Yaveran building,
which comprised posters, photo-
graphs and documents representing
the international meetings and ex-
hibitions organised by the Centre,
its research projects, the resto-
ration of its premises, its codpe-
ration with other imstitutions, as
well as samples from its archives
of old photographs, especially
those related to Pakistan. The
President of Pakisten and his en-
tourage also visited the research




units and ' received information
about the on-going research pro-
jects; then, they passed to Cit
Qasr to see the library, as well
as a display of books about Pakis-
tan selected from among the librarcy
holdings.

ties organised jointly with Lhese
institutions. Then, H.E.Zia ul Hag
toock the floor to express his
pleasure to visit the Centre and
his esteem for the role played and
contributions made by the Centre
in the field of Islamic culture.

Speech by the vislting President. On his left, H.E.Mr.M-A.Qazl
and H.E.Mr.Altaf Shelkh; on his right, H.E.Nr.Vahit Halefoglu
and IRCICA Director General

The programme of visit at IRCICA
was concluded with a welcoming ce-
remony open to the press, at the
conference hall of IRCICA. The Di-
rector General pronounced the wel-
coming speech to express the hap-
piness and honour given to the
Centre by this visit; he said that
Pakistan was one of the Member
States which had given their sup-
port to the Centre since 1its es-
tablishment; underlining that a
fruitful cooperation exists between
IRCICA and the relevant institu-
tions of Pakistan, he gave examples
of cultural and scholarly activi-

He qualified IRCICA as a “Centre
of excellence", a "Centre of
learning”, and said that when he
entered the premises, he had amn
admiration not only for the
concrete activities he saw, but
also for the spirit of work that
was strongly felt.

The President of Pakistan thanked
H.E. Kenan Evren, President of
Turkey and the Government of Turkey
for the support extended to the
Centre by the allocation of nice
and appropriate premises. He af-




firmed that Pakistan was ready to
give all possible support and as-
sistance to IRCICA. He also dec-
lared that he would donate US $§
10.000,~ as a contribution to the
Centre's activities.

Concluding his speech, he offered
to IRCICA a Mushaf, a prayer rug
and valuable books. Before leaving,
the President recorded his impres-
gsions on the Centre's book, as
follows.
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SIXTH MEETING OF THE GOVERNING

COUNCIL OF IRCICA
Riyadh, 19 December 1987

The Governing Council of IRCICA
held its Sixth Session at Lhe King
Faisal Centre in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia on Saturday, 19 December
1987. The following members of Lhe
Governing Council attended the
meeting:

— Prof.Dr.Afif Hahnassi, Director
General of Museums and Antiqui-
ties, Syria (Chairman);

- H.E.Prof.Dr.ihsan Dojramact,
Head of the Higher Education
Couneil, Turkey;

— Justice Dr.Javed Mohammed Iqbal,
Head of the Supreme Court of
Pakistan (Viece-Chairman);

- Prof.Dr. Abdullah Hassan Masri,
Asst. Under-Secretary, Ministry
of Education and Direclor Gene-
ral of Antiquities,Saudi Arabia;

-~ Dr. Mahmoud Zouber, Director,
Ahmed Baba Research Centre,
Mali.

Mr. Hassan Mohammed Daoud, Director

of Cultural and Social Affairs at

the General Secretariat of OIC and

Executive Director of the Islamic

Solidarity Fund attended the meet-

ing as Lhe representative of H.E.

Syed Sharifuddin Pirzada, Secretary

General of the OIC. He conveyed to

the Governing Council the best

wishes of success of H.E. the Sec-
retary General.

Prof.Dr. Afif Bahnassi, Chairman
of the Governing Council inaugu-
rated the session. In his speech,
he emphasized the importance of
thie meeting for the follow-up and
orientation of the Centre's acti-
vities, taking into consideration
that not mueh time had elapsed

since the last meeting held in
Damascus in Jume 1987. He expressed
his thanks to the Government of
Saudi Arabia for hosting the meet-
ing and highlighted some of the new
projects of the Centre, including
the plans to create a Waqf for the
Centre.

Then, 1RCICA Director General pre-
sented the report prepared for the
meeting: he summarised the most
important  accomplishments made
since the last meeting, on-going
projects and the programme of
fortheoming activities, as well as
financial and administrative is-
sues, wunderlining: Lhe increasing
interest of the Member States to-
wards The Centre's activities.

This was followed by the discussion
of the report presented by the
Centre. The Council expressed its
appreciation for the accomplish-
ments of Lhe Centre and the ambi-
tious projects it wundertook and
reiterated its support to these
activities. The Director General
provided explanations for the mat-
ters under discussion.

At Lhe end of the meeting, the
Governing Council made the fol-
lowing recommendations:

The Governing Council records
its appreciation of the accom-
plishments made by the Centre
in the period between tha Fifth
and Sixth Meetings of the Gov-
erning Council and wishes suc-
cess for the coming period.




The Council adopts the report
presented at this meeting as
well as the work programme for
1987-88, with the modifications
made .

The Council records that the
research projects and publica-
tions undertaken by the Centre
are important studies in their
respective areas and do not
constitute any duplication what-
spever of workz dome by other
institutions.

The Council commends the prac-
tical and efficient method
adopted by the Centre in the
printing and publication of its
works.

The Council thanks the institu-
tions cooperating with the
Cerdtre in the publication of its
works, particularly the Arab-
Turkish Bank in Istanbul.

Concerning the establishment of
a Wagf for the Centre, the
Council affirms the priority
place of this project as a means
to ensure regular and continuous
revenues for the Centre in view
of its financial stability and
the realisation of its objec-
tives. Having been aware of the

contacts made by the Director
General 1in this regard, the
Council decides unanimously to
entrust him full capacity to
take the necessary steps and
measures for the establishment
of this Wagf.

- The Council affirms the neces-
sity to convene the forum of
research institutions working
in the fields of Islamie his-
tory, art and culture that the
Centre plans to organise, in
order to ensure cooperation and
coordination among the diffe-
rent research centres working
in similar fields as IRCICA.

— The Council congratulates the
Centre for its participation in
inter-religious dialogues and
its endeavours to better intro-
duce Islam and the Islamic ci-
vilisation in & scientific and
modern way.

~— The Council takes note of the
Centre's efforts to re-write the
history of Muslim nations and
encourages it to continue in the
same direction.

The date and wvenue of the next
meeting of the Governing Council
shall be fixed later.




IRCICA ACTIVITIES

CONFEEENCES /MEETINGS

Pacticipation at Turcolopy Congress

The Eighth Turcology Congress was
organised in Istanbul from 14-18
September by the Department of
Turcology of the Faculty of Let-
ters, Istanbul University. The sub-
jects of the sessions were grouped
ag "history", "language", Mold
Turkish literature™ and "contempo-
rary Turkish literature™. 99 re-
gearch papers were presented during
the sessions by specialists from
various countries. IRCICA Director
General participated in the Con-
gress to present a study on the
Turkish-Islamic books and documents
printed in Tokyo, Japan and the
history of the Muslim community in
Japan.

IRCICA's studies on Islamic
arts presented in Egypt

The Eighth International Congress
on Turkish Arts was held on 26
September-ist October 1987 in Cai-
ro, Egypt (see "Spotlight on Cul-
tural Events™). IRCICA was repre-
sented at the Congress by its Dir-
ector Gemeral and Mr.Tahseen Taha,
researcher. On the third day of the
Congress, the Director General made
a detailed presentation about the
Centre's activities in general and
those on Islamic arts in particu-
lar; in this context, he mentioned
the International Symposiuom on the
Common Principles, Forms and Themes
of Islamic Arts organised in 1983,
the exhibitions in different areas
of Islamic arts, the preparation
of the catalogues of Islamic Swords
and Swordsmiths and Holy Ka'ba Keys
and Locks. He introduced the book
titled Turkish Art and Architecture
published by IRCICA. Then Prof. Dr.
Oktay Aslanapa, author of this book
and Prof. Ahmed 1Issa, translator
and editor of the Arabie wversion
talked about the contents of the
book and the contribution it is
expected to bring to the Arab 1li-
braries.

Participation at History of

Science Symposium in Izmir

The Faculty of Letters of Ege Uni-
versity (Izmir, Turkey) organised
the Second Symposium on Philosophy,
Logic and the History of Science
on 11-13 November. The first sym-
posium in the series was held last
year in Ankara. Fifty papers were
presented this year by specialists
from Turkey and abroad, focusing
on the origins and history of phi-
losophy, Islam and philosophy, na-
tural sciences in the 1light of
philosophy, the history of science
in Islam, among others. TIRCICA
Director General was invited to the
meeting; his paper was on the "Ot-
toman Scientific and Professional
Societies as viewed from the His-
tory of Science Perspective”.

Main ideas contained in the paper
were the following: the sciemtific
and professional societies of the
West, which emerged in the 17th
century and reached the peak of
their development 1in the 18th,
contributed to the advancement of
science and to the dissemination
of scientific knowledge in Europe.
This proliferation of sclentific
societies in the West wes reflected
in the Ottoman State too; a drive
towards institutionalisatiom start-
ed in the intellectusl and profes-
gional eirecles.

Thus, the Ffirst modern scientifie
and professional societies of the
Muslim world emerged in the Tanzi-
mat period and were reinforced af-
ter the Second Constitution. Taking
adventage of the favourable legal
and political climate, they in-
creased in number and expanded
their fields of interest to dif-
ferent disciplines. The paper ana-
lysed their establishment and de-
velopment from the viewpoint of the
history of science in the Muslim
world.
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LECTURES

"Literature in the period of
Sultan Suleyman the Lawmaker™

In addition to the lectures and
seminars on Islamic arts and art-
ists organised the first Saturday
of each month, IRCICA started a new
series of public lectures to take
place each third Saturday. These
lectures deal with a wvariety of
subjects related to Islamic culture
and literature.

The first lecture in this sgeries
was given by Prof.Dr.Amil Celebi-
oglu (Fac. of Arts, Marmara Uni-
versity, Istanbul) om 17 October,
on the theme of “"Literature in the
period of Sultan Suleyman the Law-
maker"™. The lecturer stated that
the reign of Sultan Suleyman was a
period of brillant achievements in
the field of literature as in other
areas. He pointed out that this
Sultan had not only protected and
encouraged the scientists, poets
and artists, but he himself was a
poet and artist. Prof.Dr. Celebi-
oflu gave examples of the pro-
ducts of the Diwan literature of
that period and said that popular
literature too had established its
own classicism in the same period.

"Calligrapher Aziz Efendi"™
(1871-1934)

Azlz Efendl

A lecture was given at IRCICA om 5
December by Dr. Muhittin Serin,
regearcher and gpecialist of Iglam-
iec arts, on the life and the works
of late calligrapher Aziz Efendi.
The calligrapher is also known as
Aziz Rifai, although his real name
is Mehmed Abdulaziz. His talents
were obvious from a very young age;
he learned thuluth and nasih from
the grest masters of his time and
received his ijazat (graduatiom)
in 1896. In 1922, he went to Egypt
upon the invitation of King Fuad,
to write a Mushaf. When he complet-
ed this work, the Egyptian Govern-
ment proposed to him to settle inm
Cairo to teach the arts of calli-
graphy, gilding and marbled paper,
which he did for eleven years. He
then returned to TIstanbul, where
he died in 1934. Aziz Efendi had a
perfect command of every calli-
graphic style. His works are innu-
merable, among which there are
eleven Mushafs, three hilyss writ-
ten in different styles and more
than twenty writing guides publish-
ed in Caliro. The specialists of
this art admit that the calligraphy
courses he gave in Cairo contri-
buted greatly to the development
of this art in the Acab world.

"The philosophy of religious music
and developments in Islamic music"

This was the theme of a public
lecture givem at IRCICA on 19 De-
cember by musician and researcher
Etem Ruhi Ungdrc, who is known to
possess the richest Turkish music
archives of Turkey. Based on these
archives, Mr. Ungér produced =a
number of music programmes which
were broadcast on the radios of
Brussels and Tokyo. The lecturer
communicated his ideas on the es-
sentials of Lhe philosophy of re

ligious music and the developments
in Islamic music around the world:
he also commented on some contro-
versial subjects related to the
main theme.
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Djali thuluth calllgraphy by Azlz Efendl

IRCICA's programme of Saturday

lectures for the near future in-

clude the following Lhemes:

2 January 1988: "The aesthetical
structure of calligraphy”.

16 January 1988: "The form of the
ship in Islamic crafts".

6 February 1988: "Stories and anec-
dotes of calligraphers™.

20 February 1988: "Andalusia".

19 March 1988: "Mimar Sinan and the
Siileymaniye Mosque™

EXHIBITIONS

"Iradition and Projection: Designs
for Islamic Cities"

Prof .or_Attilio Petruccloli glves
explanations on the dealgns

This was the title of an exhibition
opened at IRCICA on 19 October. On
display were the architectural de-

signs made by the students of Prof.
Dr. Attilio Petruccioli, member of
the Faculty of Architeeture, Uni-
versity of Rome and Director, Is-
lamic Environmental Design Research
Centre (Genzano di Roma). 1RCICA.
the Presidency of Mimar Sinan Uni-
versity and the Italian Cultural
Centre in Istanbul collaborated to
organige the exhibition. The Rector
of Mimar Sinan University Prof.Dr.
Giindiiz Gokge, scholars, archi-
tects and students were present at
the inauguration. Prof.Dr. Pelruc-
cioli briefed the audience about
each design. The following day, he
gave a conference at Mimar Sinan
University on "Contemporary Plan-
ning work in Islamlie Cities".

Two architectural designs directed
by Prof.Dr.Attilio Petrucecioli had
won prizes at the King Fahd Awards
Competition organised last year by
the TInternational Commission for
the Preservation of the Islamic
Cultural Heritage (ICPICH).

Calligraphies of Osman Rebii Omol
displayed at TRCICA

An exhibition of calligraphies by
Senior Staff Colonel (ret.) Osman
Rebii Unol was opened on 24 Decem-
ber at IRCICA. Retired from the
Turkish Army in 1960, Mc.0nol serwv-
ed for 15 years aL the Presidency
of Military History at the General
Staff of the Army as an expert of
Turkish in Arabic seript; he trans-
lated a number of important works
into modern Turkish. Interested in

11



calligrapher Osman Rebii Onol

calligraphy since his youth, he was
trained by calligraphers Saim Uzel
and Hasan Celebi in the thuluth,
nasih and jali thuluth styles. The
artist continues to practice the
art of calligraphy at his resi-
dence. Great interest was shown to
the exhibition.

Participation at Istanbul Book Fair

IECICA's publications were display-
ed at a large-scale book fair or-
ganised in Istanbul by the Turkish
Ministry of Culture and Tourism.
The fair was held between 16-25
October at Atatiirk Cultural Centre:
130 publishers, booksellers and
institutions participated in the
fair with nearly 10 thousand books.

IRCICA's stand at Istanbul Book Falr

H.E.Mr.Mesut Yilmaz, Minister of
Culture and Tourism visited the
Centre's stand and showed interest
in its publications. IRCICA was
pleased to note that its stand at-
tracted considerable interest on
the part of scholars, students and
the general public.

Participation at Tehran Book Fair

IRCICA's stand at Tehran Book Fair

1ECICA was invited to the PFircst
International Tehran Book Fair held
on 3-13 MNovember. A total of 106
publishers from 19 countries, 205
Iranian publishers and 3 interna-
tional organisations participated
in the fair. IRCICA's stand drew
the attention of the visitors and
especially the representatives of
cultural institutions and univer-
sity teachers. Contacts were made
during the period of the fair to
promote exchanges of books between
IRCICA and Iranian libraries and
research institutions.

12




IRCICA’S COOPERATION WITH CULTURAL

INSTITUTIONS OF JORDAN

The 17th Islamic Conference of Min-
isters of Foreign Affairs of the
Member States of OIC will be held
this year in Amman, Jordan, from
21-25 March. We take this opportu-
nity to include here an overview
of the cooperation between our
Centre and the relevant institu-
tions of Jordan.

Since its establishment, IRCICA
took steps to "promote cooperation
and exchange of books in the fiald
of history, art and culture between
the universities and other research
institutions in the Islamic coun-
tries”, as stipulated in para 6 of
the Objectives and Functions in its
Statute. It tried to do so by es-
tablishing & network of relations
and contacts with such institu-
tions. The Centre's project that
led to the publication of the "In-
ternational Directory of Islamice
Cultural Institutions™ in 1984 was
useful and beneficial in expanding
and reinforeing such contackts and
relations.

IRCICA always had strong relations
with Jordan; H.R.H. Crown Prince
Hasan bin Tallal visited the Centre
twice: on 10 July 1982 for the
first time, soon after the estab-
lighment of the Centre, and om 10
April 1984 for the second time.
H.R.H. Prince Hasan bin Tallal gave
the Centre protection, moral and
material support, the latter espe-
cially for the restoration of
Cit Qasr allocated to the Centre
by the Government of Turkey. His
Royal Highness supports a great
variety of cultural and intellec-
tual activities and scholarly meet-
ings such as the annual conferences
of the Royal Academy of Islamic
Civilisation Research in Amman, the
inter-religious dialogue meetings
organised jointly with the United
Kingdom, and others. This support

also contributed to strengthening
the relations between IECICA and
eultural institutions of Jordan.
Below are examples of joint acti-
vities realised through these
fruitful relations.

* The Director General of IECICA
is honoured to be 2 member of the
Royal Academy for Islamic Civili-
sation Research (Al-Albait Founda-
tion) chaired by H.E.Dr. Nassir el-
Din el-Asgsad, Minister of Higher
Education of Jordan. Exchanges of
views and experiences as well as
publications take place between the
Academy and TRCICA. The Director
General also participates in the
work of the Commission in charge
with the preparation of the Encyc-
lopaedia of Islamic Civilisation,
which is a project of the Academy.
* The work "Ottoman Archives™, a
guide to the documents kept at the
Turkigsh Prime Ministry's Ottoman
Archives, was published jointly by
IBRCICA and the Centre for Archives
and Manuscrcipts of the University
of Jordan, Amman, in 1986. This
work met great interest in the
scholarly circles.

* The Yarmouk University, Irbid,
Jordan made available to T1IECICA
four scholarships for assistantship
in academic year 1985-86; this
quota was filled by the Centre,
which selected and sent four sLu-
dents to the University.

* 1RCICA cooperates with the Royal
Society of Fine Arts chaired by
H.R.H. Princess Wijdan Ali; the two
institutions exchange informationm
and experiences in the field of
Islamic arts. Princess Wijdan Ali
participated at the International
Symposium on Islamic Arts organised
by IRCICA in 1983 and actively
contributed to its success.

* The Centre made a cooperation
agreement for mutual visits, joint
researches and exchanges of infor-
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IRCICA Director General being recelved by H.M.King Hussain of
Jordan. On the left, H.R.N. Crown Prince Wasan bin Tallal; on the
right, H.E. Nassir Al-Din Al-Assad, President of the Royal Academy

for Islamic Civilisation Research

mation with the Islamie Cultural
Centre of the University of Jordan.
% The Centre organised an exhibi-
tion of calligraphies in coopera-
tion with and under the auspices
of the Turkish-Jordanian Friendship
Association in April-May 1985. It
also exhibited calligraphies at the
Royal Society of Fine Arts in Amman
and at Yarmouk University, as well
as on the occasion of the fourth
meeting of the Royal Academy for
Iglamiec Civilisation Research.

¥ The Islamic Studies Centre of
Yarmouk University and the Islamie
Cultural Centre of the University
of Jordan were introduced in IRCICA
Mewsletter.

* On the other hand, IRCICA was
happy to receive researchers, scho-
lars, artists and other personali-
ties from Jordan; among others, the
Presidents and Deans of Jordanian
universities visited the Centre on
24 October 1983.

The Centre will continue to do its
best to further strengthen and en-
large its cooperation with insti-
tutions of Jordan and other O0OIC
Member States, in conformity of its
Statute, and in order Lo ensure a
better success to its own work
while contributing to the activi-
ties of other institutions.
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PROFESSOR EMIN BARIN,

EMINENT FIGURE OF THE ISLAMIC ARTS

PASSED AWAY

Prof. Emin Barin (on the left) at ICPICH
calligraphy Competition Jury (Deec. 1986)

Professor Emin Barin, calli-
grapher, master of bookbinding and
specialist of Islamic arts passed
away on 29 December 1987, at the
age of 74. As a researcher, an ins-
tructor, an artist and a collector
of artistic works, he made great
contributions to the arts of cal-
ligraphy, gilding and bookbinding.

Emin Barin was born in Bolu,
Turkey. His grandfather and father
were both instructors of ealli-
graphy, gilding and bookbinding;
he received his first education
from them. Later, he was trained
for calligraphy by Kamil Akdik and
for binding by Necmeddin Okyay. In
1936, he went to Germany to spe-
cialise in ™artistiec bookbinding,
publication and printing". He re-
turned to Turkey in 1943 and taught
calligraphy for many years at the
Fine Arts Academy in 1Istanbul,
where he established a calligraphy
and bookbinding studio. He exhi-
bited his works several times and
gave conferences in Turkey and
abroad. He soon became known as an
expert of calligraphy and as one
of the outstanding artists of book-
binding in the world. In his cal-

ligraphic works, he always expres-
sed his esteem for the great mas-
ters of this ert; he thought they
had excelled in thuluth and nasih,
so much that there was no possibi-
lity of any further substantial
progress in these areas. Therefore,
especially after 1961, he worked
on new interpretations in the tra-
ditional writing =and concentrated
mainly on kufi and- diwani.

After the mid-1940's, Emin Barin
wrote the inseriptions on Turkish
coins and the walls of several mo-
numents in Turkey and other Islamic
countries. He won many awards; most
recently, he was given a plagque of
gratitude by the Turkish Minlstecy
of Culture (1983) and the First
Prize in Decoration of 1§ Bank
of Turkey (1984).

Prof. Barin also took part in
IRCICA's activities in the field
of Islamic arts. His bookbindings
were exhibited by IRCICA in Novem-
ber 1986; he contributed to the
success of the First International
Calligraphy Competition organised
by ICPICH as a Jury member. May
God bless his soul.
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ISLAMIC HERITAGE COMMISSION (ICPICH)

KING FAHD AWARDS CEREMONY HELD IN

RIYADH, SAUDI ARABIA

The Awards Presentation Ceremony
of King Fahd Awards 1986 took place
at King Faisal Centre in Riyadh,
on 20 December 1987. It was an im-
posing ceremony held under the
patronage of H.R.H. Prince Sultan
bin Abdulaziz, Second Deputy Prime

Minister, Minister of Defense and
Aviation and General Inspector,
Saudi Arabia, on behalf of the

Custodian of Lhe Two Holy Mosques
King Fahd bin Abdul Aziz, with the
pacrticipation of H.E.H. Prince
Faisal bin Fahd bin Abdulaziz,
General President of Youth Welfare
and Chairman of the International
Commission for the Preservation of
1s5lamic Cultural Heritage (ICPLICH),
H.E.Mr. Syed Sharifuddin Pirzada,
Secretary General of the Organisa-
tion of the 1slamic Conference and
Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin Thsanoglu,
Secretary of Lhe International
Conmisgsion, Director General of
TRCICA and Head of Lthe Organising
Committee of Lhe King Fahd Awards

a .yfﬁl‘l‘
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Competition. A number of high of-
ficials, the members of ICPICH, the
members of the Competition Jury,
the winners of the competition,
members of diplomatic missions,
representatives of wvarious press
organs and news agencies attended
the ceremony.

The ceremony was inaugurated with
the recitalion of the Quran. Then,
Lthe Chairman of ICPICH pronounced
a speech Lo welcome all pactici-
pants and congratulate the winners;
he emphasized the importance of the
presecvation of the cultural heri-
tage which links the past to the
future. He said that ICPICH assum-
ed a crucial role in the preserva-
tion of Islamic heritage and that
this award ceremony constituted a
most brilliant achievement in this
regard., H.R.H. Prince Faisal bin
Fahd also commended the OIC General
Secretariat which spared no effort
in supporting the projects of the
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Commission. He thanked the Commis-
sion's Secretariat and the Compe-
tition Jury as well.

Then, H.E.Mr. Syed Sharifuddin
Pirzada, Secretary General of Lhe
0IC took the floor; he lauded the
idea of the Award programme and the
efforls made by the Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques King Fahd bin
Abdulaziz for the cause of TIslam
and its ecivilisation: he said this
architectural award is one cxample
of such efforts and an aci in Lhe
service of Muslims throughout Lthe
world and emphasized that competi-
tions are a good and useful method
of work. Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin 1h-
sanoflu also made a speech, in
which he expressed his gratitude
to the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques for establishing and spon-
soring this award. He pointed out
the objectives of the award and

gaid that while iL aimed to disco-
capacities of

ver the ecreative

ANl

architects in the field of Islamic
architecture, it highlights the
Iglamiec ecivilisation and its prin-
cipal features and considers the
golution of some contemporary
problems. lle was [ollowed by Prof.
Dr. Gulzar Haider, member of Lhe
Faculty of Architecture of Carlton
University, Canada, ICPICH member
and Advisor to +the Competition
Jury, who focused on the technical
aspects of the competition and ex-
pressed his pleasure to see the
great interest it: aroused. In the
name of the Competition Jury, he
congratulated the winners for their
success and contributions,

Architect Yahya Jan (Princeton
University, U.5.A.) addressed Lhe
ceremony in the name of the win-

ners. He thanked the Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques for his gene
rous contributions and emphasized
that the competition programme 1is
a very useful activity encouraging

Exhibition of winners' designs. From the right, H.R.H. Prince Faisal
bin Pahd, Prof.Dr.Gulzar Halder, OIC Secretary General H.E.Syed
Sharifuddin Pirzada and Ambassador of Malaysia H.E.Dato Wan Mockhtar
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H.R.H. Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz and H.R.H. Prince Falsal bin Fahd
give a certificate to Prof.Dr.Gulzar Halder, Advisor to the Jury

young architects to develop their
capacities and efforts, and that
it also constitutes a great con-
tribution to Lhe preservation of
Islamic cultural heritage. He said
that Lthe global spread of the
awardees was noteworthy and a con-
sequence of the universality of
Islam as a way of life.

The speeches were followed by the
announcement of the names of the
winners by the Secretary of the
Commission. H.R.H. Prince Sultan
bin Abdulaziz presented the awards
to the winners; he also gave cer-
tificates of honour and medals Lo
the Secretary of the Commissiin and
Head of the Organising Committee,
to the Secretary of the Competi-
tion, to the Jury members and
others who contributed in making
the competition a success.

The presentation of the awards was
followed by the words of H.R.H.
Prince Sultan, who expressed the
happiness Saudi Arabia had in host-
ing the ceremony of this competi-
Ltion which was a crucial step in
the realisation of the objectives
of ICPICH. He said that the support
of Saudi Arabia to the work of the
Commission stemmed from the wvery
basiec principles of the Islamic
eivilisation and he congratulated
Lthe Commission and all those who
organised the competition.

After the ceremony,
Faisal bin Fahd,

H.R.H. Prince
Chairman of the

Commission inaugurated am exhibi-
tion of winners' designs; the
guests received information on

these projects from Prof.Dr. Gulzar
Haider. Copies of a Souvenir Pub-
lication were distributed.
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On the same day, an informal semi-
nar sgession was held separately,
by the awardees and the members of
the competition Jury; this proved
to be a meaningful interaction
between them and a useful opportu-
nity to discuss the young archi-
tects* motivation for participation
in the 1986 Competition, their

reasons for selecting the respec-
tive

issues covered 1in their en-

tries, their views and impressions,
ete,

The results of the King Fahd Awards
Competition 1986 were published in
the Newsletter no.12 (August 1986).
2/0 entries in the architectural
design category and 90 entries 1in
the research category were submit-
ted to the competition, from about
40 countries all over the world.

Lb*ﬂt
YA
N E P2t
il"" ‘I

Djali-thuluth writing by Jasim Al-NKajafi
fthird mention ar the calligraphy Competition)

M el L

Calllgraphy by Nasir A. Al-Meymun
fthird mention in calig ar the calligraphy Competition)
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FOURTH MEETING OF THE
HERITAGE COMMISSION
Riyadh, 21 December 1987

The Tnternational Commission for
the Preservation of Islamie Cultu-
ral Heritage (1CPICH) held its
Fourth Ordinary Meeting on 21 Dec-
ember 1987 at the King Faisal Cen-
ter in Riyadh, Saudi Avabia, under
the Chairmanship of H.R.H. Prince
Faisal Bin Fahd bin Abdulaziz.

H.E.Mr. Syed Sharifuddin Pirzada,
Secrelary General of the 0IC was
present at the meeting, as well as:

— Mr. Hassan Mohammed Daoud, Dire-
ector of Culiural and Social
Affairs al Lhe OIC General Sec-
retariat and Execulive Director
of the 1slamie Solidarity Fund;

Nebil Maarouf,
Adminislrative and
Affairs al Lhe DIC General Sec-
retariat;

~  Mr.Noureddine
mation Officer at Lhe 0IC Gene-
rol Secretariat,

- Mr. Director of

Financial

cl-Mazni, Infor-

and the following ICPICH members:

~ H.E. Prof. Abdelhadi Boutaleb,
Morocco (Vice Chairman);

- Prof.Dr. Abdullah Has$san Masri,
Saudi Arabia:

- Prof.Dr. Afif Bahnassi, Syria;

- Prof.Dr. Gulzar Haider, Pakis-
Lan; '

- Dr. Javid 1gbal, Pakistan;
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- Dr. Mahmoud Zouber, Mali:

- Dr. Shawqi Sha'ath, P.L.0O.;

—~ Prof. Dr. Ekmeleddin Lhsanoglu,
Secretary of TICPICH:

- Members of ICPICH Secretariat.

The session was inaugurated by H.R.
H. the Chairman of ICPICH; in his
gpeech, Lhe Chairman conveyed Lo
the participants the satisfaction
of the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques King Fahd over Lhe success
and inlernational recognition won
by the King Fahd Awards Competition

1986 for Design and Research in
Islamic Architecture. He commended
the efforts and assistance of Lhe
0lC General Secretariat, the Sec-
retariat of Lhe Commission and the
Coordination and Liaison Office in
Riyadh, which made this success
possible.

In his speech, H.E.Mr. Syed Shari-
fuddin Piczada, Secretary General
of 0IC expressed his appreciation
for the projects wunderLaken by

ICPICH; he said that these projects

= L Ty

Imitacion of Hamid Al-Amidi by Talib A.B.Al-Azrzawdi
faward-winner at the Calligraphy Competireion)

An award-winnlng calllgraphy in djali-diwani by
MNuhammed Ali Al-Hamouri
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were realised thanks Lo Lhe pers-
pleacity of H.R.H. the Chairman and
the members of Lhe Commission. He
qualified these projects as "ori-
ginal"™., Then, the Secretary of Lhe
Commission presented the work prog-
ramme and the report prepared by
Lhe Secretariat. During the working
gsessions, the Commission discussed
the steps to be taken in the cxe-
cution of the projects and [ubure
activilties. On the basis of the
experience gained in the First King

Fahd Awards Competition, it also
Look up the preparaltions for the
second compelLilion which is sche-

duled for 1989,

In its recommendations and deci-
sions, Lhe meeting adopted Lhe re

port presented by Lhe Secretariat
of ICP1CH, the reports of the Tech-
nical Commititee and the VFund Rais

ing Committee of 1CPICH which had
both met the previous day; it en-
trusted the Seccetariat of 1CPLCH
to undertake the new projects put
forward in these reports within Lhe
limits of availabilitics,

Tt also decided thal a study be
made about tLhe publicaLtion of a
work to document the Islamie

monuments in Falesbline.

Imitation of Hamid Al-Amidi by Davut Bektag
(second mention at the calligraphy Comperition)
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NEWSFILE ON ISLAMIC HERITAGE

CEAFTS: A TRADITION TO PRESERVE

INTEENATIONAL WORKSHOP ON
"WOMEN IN CRAFTS", PAKISTAN

"Lok Virsa", the HNational Insti-
tute of Folk and Traditiomal Heri-
tage in Islamabad, Pakistan hosted
the 11th Asian Assembly of the
World Crafts Council on 29-30 Ock-
ober 1987. In conjunction with the
Assembly, a workshop on "Women in
Crafts" was organised, from 31st
October-2nd Movember.

The workshop, sponsored by the Na-
tional Crafts Council of Pakistan
and Lok Virsa, focused on the con-
tributions and experiences of women
in eraft making, as a major area
of concern relating to crafts.
Papers presented also dealt with
the issue with reference to parti-
cular regions of Pakistan, 1India
and Australia. Raja Fuziah bt. Raja
Tun Uda, Deputy Director General of
IRCICA participated in the workshop
on behalf of ICPICH Secretariat.

The issue of training and youth
apprenticeship raised during the
workshop revealed the concern re-
garding the aspects of preservation
and passing of the traditional
skills. The need to introduce
design innovations and the metho-
dology regarding the introductiom
of changes were also discussed dur-
ing the meeting. Efforts made par-
ticularly at the rural level to
integrate women in viable projects
ags craft-makers were discussed in
great detail. The participants re-
cognized the need for governments,
non-governmental organisations,
corporate organisations and arti-
sans groups to integrate efforts
towards the recognition of the

stalus of the crafts people and the
protection and promotion of crafts;
a pragmatic approach to Lhe solu-
tion of problems and constraints
was recommended,

The workshop program comprised
various displays and demonstrations
of "Artisans-at-work". Such mani-
festations are organised regularly
by the host organisation Lok Virsa
to support and mobilise crafts
people: for example, a five day
Artisans Festival 1is held each
spring at the Virsa Complex where
artisans bring their works to
people.

Lok Virsa, the National Institute
of Folk and Traditional Heritage
was established in 1974 for slu-
dies, collection, documentation,
preservation and dissemination of
Pakistan's cultural heritage as
manifest in its folklorie and oral
traditions. Lok Virsa makes wvil-
lage-to-village recordings of folk
literature, folk musie, arts and
crafis, customs and traditions. The
results of these researches are
published in series of books, as
well as recorded cassettes, wvideo
cagsettes, cards, and other written
and audio-visual wmaterial. The
Institute's concern for "preserva-
tion" is translated not only in
research and documentation but also
in promotional activities such as
commissioning and offering parti-
cipation to regional writers,
poets, artists, artisans, musi-
cians, folklorists and even stu-
dents.

Briefly, the Institute assumed and
is actually performing a crucial
role in the preservation of Pakis-
tan's cultural and popular heri-
tage.
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A STUDY DESERVING SUPPORT:
"TEADITIONAL CRAFTS OF SENEGAL"

In a geographically opposite part
of Lhe Islamie world, another ins-
Litution makes efforts to preserve,
study and disseminate knowledge on
cultural heritage: it is the "Ar-
chives Culturelles du Senegal"
(National Archives of Senegal).
This institution was established
in 1967 under Lhe Ministry of Cul-
ture of Senegal. Its research pro-
jects are based on original mate

rials and documents that are col-
lected from wvarious parts of the
countcy and treated and evaluated
by A.C.5."s experts.

One of the new projects envisaged
by A.C.S. concerns the "Traditional
Crafts people in Senegal”™. The pur-
pose of the project is two-fold:

The socio-cultural facet of Lhe
project consists in en attempt
to prepare an inventory of
craftsmaking in its historical,
aesthetical, technical and eth-
nological aspects. All branches
of traditiomal crafts such as
pottery, wecaving, basketwork,
ironwork, woodwork and dyeing
will be covered.

— The socio-economic facet of the
project aims to highlight the
practical and useful characte-
ristiecs of craft products and
to improve and readjust them,
when necessary, in order Lo in-
Lagrata Lhis activity 1in the
modern soclo-economic demand-
supply processus.

In the light of the findings of
the above studies and taking into
account the current socio-economic
environment, the project aims at
contributing to the preservation
and development of a tradition and
a whole process of skills and
products that are threatened by
extinction.

The master plan of the project em-
phasizes "in our societies where
oral expression is still the pre-
ferred way of transmission of
knowledge and practices"™, the study
will necessarily be based on field
surveys on the people who ere in-

volved in the traditional crafts
activity since pgenerations. The
surveys and the translation and

evaluation of the survey registers
are to be conducted for each of the
main ethno-cultural population
groups and languages in Senegal,
such as Bassari, Diola, Mandingue,
Serere, Peulh, Wolof and Soninke.
It is foreseen that the execution
of the project including field
surveys, the evaluation of the re-
sults and the preparation of the
documents will take 15 months. Ad-
ditional finance is needed for the
execution of this projeet which is
likely to come up with significant
findings about the issue of integ-
ration of traditional productive
activities in the modern socio-
economic environment, as well as
the ethno-cultural characteristices
of the African population.

BAGHDAD INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL
OF ARABIC CALLIGRAPHY AND
LSLAMIC DECOBATION:
“ARABIC CALLIGRAPHY IN THE
SERVICE OF HUMAN CIVILISATION"

This one-week international festi-
val is scheduled to commence on 24
April 1988 in Baghdad, Iraq. Cal-
ligraphers, artists of gilding and
illumination, as well as research-
ers and experts of Islamie arts
will participate in the festival
programme, which will include ex-
hibitions, seminars and lectures
on various aspects of these arts.
The Secretary of the Heritage Com-
mission (ICPICH) as well as the
Secretary of the First 1Interna-
tional Calligraphy Competition or-
ganised by ICPICH will participate
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Producer and Dlrector In
the Jordan TV MNr. Adnan
Ramahi supervising the
filming of Islamic Monu-
ments in Istanbul

in the festival in the name of the
Commission. Professor Yusuf Zennun,
who was a Jury member of the Cal-
ligraphy Competition organised by
ICPICH, is the President of the
festival's Organizing Committee.
He indicated that this festival is
to be held once every three years,
as an activity to complement the
series of calligraphy competitions
already started by ICPICH. Prof.
Zennun wae in Turkey last November,
to make invitations to well-known
Turkish calligraphers and art ex-
perts. He also visited the Secre-
tariat of the Commission, where a
meeting was held to discuss the
preparation of the festival and the
Commission's participation. Were
present at this meeting Dr. Hasean
Madhar, Cultural Counsellor of Iraq
in Istanbul, Prof. Yusuf Zennun and
the calligraphers who will parti-
cipate in the festival; the gather-
ing proved to be a useful opportu-
nity to exchange views.

JORDAN FILMING ISLAMIC
CULTURAL HERITAGE

Jordan TV produces a documentary
film series on the Islamic artistic
and architectural heritage in 16
countries. The monuments and other
heritage properties in 200 cities
will be covered, among which are
Mecca and Medina, al-Quds al-Sha-
rif, Fez, Istanbul, San'a, Damas-
cus, Samarkant, Tashkent, Baghdad,
Bukhara ... . The history and geo-

graphie location of the cities and
monuoments will be given in detail.
The film will also comprise the
institutions dealing with the pre-
servation of cultural heritage in

the concerned countries. Parts of
the film concerning Algeria, Jor-
dan, Morocco, Palestine, Saudi
Arabia and Yemen are already com-
pleted. The first broadcasts will
gstart mid-1988 on the TV of Jordan
as well as other Islamiec countries
and Western countries where there
are Muslim minorities. The broad-
casts will be either in English,
French and Arabiec or in other lan-
gpuages such as Urdu and Turkish.
The project is conducted under the
aegls of the Ministry of Informa-
tion of Jordan, with the coopera-
tion and technical assistance of
the TV organizations of the con-
cerned countries, which will each
receive the whole. series. This is
an examplary form of cultural coo-
peration. Well-known producer and
director in the Jordan TV Mr. Adnan
Ramahi directs the project; he is
helped by specialists and scholars
from the universities of the con-
cerned countries.

The film will also include infor-
mation about the activities of
IRCICA and ICPICH. ThHe producers
visited IRCICA, the Secretariat of
the Commission during September.
They showed keen interest in the
work of the Commission, the purview
of which is closely related to the
theme of the series.

25



AL-QUDS MONUMENTS
AWAITING PROTECTION
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Al-Quds at the end of the 19th century { Photograph selected
from IRCICA's archives)

Al-Quds 1is the city of Al-Agsa
Mosque, the third Holy Mosque in
Islem; of the Omar Mosque, the Dome
of the Rock and many other histo-
rical monuments. Arabs settled in
this land around the year three
thousand B.C. Throughout history,
people of Arab origin lived in this
land under different names such as
the Canaanites, Yabusgsiszs, Amo-
rites, Moabites. This was an area
of demographic atbiraction; during
the uninterrupted presence of Arabs
in the region, olbher peoples and
tribes joined and were fused in
their civilisation: Greeks, Per-
sians, Romans, Byzantines and
others. But Arab culture and civi-
lisation salways dominated over
other cultures.

This blessed land was a source of
knowledge and learning; it gave
bickth Lo a number of scientists,
gpeclalists and avthorities of

Figh. It houses numerous heritage
properties, manuscripts secattered
around in houses, mosques, Lli-
braries. It also contains precious
architectural monuments which stand
as a proof of the great history of
Muslims in the vregion: Al-Aqsa
Mosque in the first place: the Dome
of the Rock, the Mosque of Omar bin
Khattab, fountaina, medersas,
scientific centres, as well as the
tombs of nine companions of the
Prophet (P.B.U.H.) and hundreds of
men of learning, statesmen and re-
ligious authorities.

All these historical manifestations
of Lthe I1slamic civilisation, cul-
ture and art face today the danger
of destruction and oblivion. They
need protection, through the ef-
forts and action of Islamic insti-
tutions, organisations and perso-
nalities; all material, moral and
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OBSERVATIONS ABOUT IRCICA

technical means and capabilities
should be combined to save and make
them live. This is a human task
and the resources needed are
minimal compared to the possibili-
ties of the Islamic world.

The Research Centre for Islamic
History, Act and Culture (IRCICA)
took up this subject in one of its
first publications: "The Muslim
Pious Foundations and Real Estates
in Palestine” published in 1982.
The study was based on the Ottoman
land registers (Tahrir Defterl) of
the 16th century rtecording the
waqfs and properties of Muslims in
five provinces of Palestine: Al-
Quds, Gaza, Safad, Nablus and Aj-
lun. Presently, the Centre is pre-
paring another study which will be
published within the framework of
the International Commission for
the Preservation of Islamic Cultu-
ral Heritage (ICPICH) of which
IRCICA is the Executive Organ and
Secretariat.

Thus the Centre joins its call to
that of the Royal Academy for Is-
lamic Civilisation Research of
Jordan and the Organisation of Arab
Towns, which published an important
work titled "The Treasuries of
Al-Quds™, prefaced by H.E. Dr.
Nagssir el-Din el-Assad, President
of the Royal Academy. In preparing
this article, we used the Preface
of this work as a reference, to
remind everybody once again that
outstanding wonuments, concrete
products of the Tslamic civilisa-
tion are there, waiting to be
saved,

As known by our readers, we regu-
larly publish inm this section of
the Newsletter, excerpts from the
opinions and impressions of various
personalities, visitors, research-
ers, ete. about our Centre., This
time, we have the pleasure to pre-
sent in the first place a communi-
cation addressed recently to TRCTCA
by H.E.H. Crown Prince Hasan bin
Tallal of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan (Original: Arabic).

"Dear Brother Dr. Ekmeleddin 1h-
ganoglu, May God protect you,

1 convey to you my best regards and
best wishes, praying God that you
always be in good health and suc-
cessful. I received your letter and
thank you for your good wishes. T
appreciate the accomplishments of
the Research Centre for Islamic
History, Art and Culture. All these
achievements are the results of the
generous and continuous efforts you
make to realise the noble objec-
tives for which the Centre was
created. T am convinced that your
Newsletter contributes to dissemi-
nate the Islamic culture and spi-
rit, and news about the 1slamic
world to those who are interested.
We shall communicate to you ideas
and opinions that could contribute
to promote this WNewsletter and
further inecrease its usefulness. T
pray God to show us the right path
in the service of the Islamic
world."

Hasan bin Tallal
Amman, 21 Rabiulthani 1408H/
12 December 1987
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®= "In your book 'Turkish art and

architecture' you have featured
the role of the Turkish art with-
in the development of human civi-
lisation and eliminated the
thoughts aiming to replace this
art with other elements thet have
no relation with the origin of
the Turkish Muslim people. Hay
God bless you so that you conti-
nue your work which makes your
Centre a radiant institution in
the Muslim world and elsewhere"
(original: Arabie).

Dr. Salah Al-Mehdi, Director of
Cultural Affairs, Tunisia and
member of IRCICA Governing Coun-
cil at its first term

"Your (last) two wonderful books
are - as all work you do - of
international dimension and they
contribute to the knowledge about
Islamic eivilisation, for which
we all endeavour in our respec-
tive areas"™ (original: French).

Dr.Mohamed Sijelmassi, M.D.,
Casablanca, Morocco; member of
IRCICA Governing Council at its
first term

%] wisited Lhe Centre on 21 Sep-
tember 1987 and received infor-
mation on the movement of cultu-
ral revival it undertakes under
the guidance of its Director
General; having seen the valuable
books and aritistic works it pub-
lishes 1in this Islamic capital,
Istanbul, I can do not else than
pray for the continuation of the
successful publications of Lhe
Centre. In fact, with its publi-
cation and translation work, this
Centre has become an TIslamie
academy which endeavours Lo pre-
serve the heritage by using the
latest technologies..." (Origin-
al: Arabic)

Prof.Dr. Ahmed As-Said Suleyman,
Professor of Oriental Studies and

Turcology, University of Cairo,

Egypt; 21 September 1987

® "] would like to express my

thanks to Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin
lhsanoglu and the Centre's
staff for their efforts to dis-
seminate Islamic culture, which
I hope will expand as in the
past. I am sure that these sin-
cere efforts will give their re-
sults in the near future. With
congratulations and wishes for
the well-being of mankind.™ (Ori-
ginal: Arabie)

H.E.Mc.Badr Amr Def'a, Ambassador
of the State of Qatar in Spain;
2 October 1987

"I had the pleasure to visit the
Research Centre for Islamic His-
tory, Art and Culture in Istan-
bul, where I saw one of the ci-
tadels of Islamic cultural heri-
tage. The important works it ae-
complished to preserve the heri-
tage are the results of the sub-
stantial efforts made by those
who work there. We wish them all
the success"™ (Original: Arabic)

Mr. Ali Mohammed Thaur, Consul
General of the Yemen Arab Repub-
lie, Istanbul; 21 Octobre 1987

IRCICA in the information media

* The Jordan TV is preparing a do-

cumentary film series about 1Is-
lamic cultural heritage in var-
ious countries (pls. see ICPICH
section, MNewsfile on Islamic
Heritage). The producers group
headed by Mr. Adnan Ramahi was
in 1RCICA during September to
prepare the part of the film re-
lated to IRCICA and 1ICPICH. Mr.
Ramahi had an interview with
LRCICA Director General, about
the different projects of the
Centre, as well as on subjects
related to Islamic architecture.
The group showed great interest
in the Centre's premises within
the historic Yildiz Palace
complex.
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* The Bulletin of the Middle East

Studies Assoclation (MESA) Vol,.
21, no. 1 dated July 1987 con-
tains a detailed article intro-
ducing IRCICA.

The article gives the brief his-
tory of the Centre, describes its
premises, lists its objectives;
it mentions all kinds of activi-
ties undertaken by the Centre
such as the organisation of in-
ternational meetings, conferences
and exhibitions, the archives of
historical photographs, the 1li-
brary and the research projects.
Publications reflecting the re-
gsults of these reserarches are
listed in full.

"Full Al-Arab™(All Arabs) jour—
nal published in Paris, France
introduced IRCICA in its mno.266
dated 30 September 1987, through
an article by Dr. Samir Khairi.
All aspects of IRCICA's activi-
ties are covered in this article
including its objectives, its on-
going studies, the books publish-
ed jointly with other imstitu-
tions, its library and acchives,
and projects envisaged for the
future.

The article also mentions the
activities of the Intecnational
Commission for the Preservationm
of TIslamic Cultural Heritage
(ICPICH) and particularly the two
compaetitions organised by the
Commission, namely the King Fahd

Awards and Calligraphy Competi-
tions.

The interview made by Dr. Ahmed
Makhtoum with TIRCICA Director
General in Jeddah in Oclober 1987
was published in "Al-Sharqg Al-
Awsat" of 2 November 1987. The
Director General was in Jeddah
on the occaslon of a meeting on
coordination within the OIC.

The article starts with the fol-
lowing appreciative words: "The
Centre is considered as one of
the important institutioms which
undertake original studies in the
service of 1Islamie culture and
thought and endeavour to preserve
the heritage of Islamic civili-
sation". Activities of the Centre
are covered in full, {imncluding
the International Symposium on
Modern Sciences and the Muslim
World organised recently. Special
emphasis is put on the coopera-
tion and regular contacts estab-
lished with other institutions.

The subject of coordination among
the subsidiary organs of Lhe OIC
was also touched upon, and the
Director General said that coor-
dination within the OIC is based
on sound practical measures and
a methodology which prevents
duplications in the work.

The interview report also covers
the work of the 1International
Commission for the Preservation
of Islamic Cultural Heritage.
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SURVEY OF BOOKS

* Naedjm oud-Dine Bammate, CITES
D*ISLAM, Arthaud, Paris, 1987,
27+432,5 cm., 236 p.

A fantastic journey throughout the
almost identical configurations of
the "Islamic space"” in different
times, wunder different climates:
this is the least this excellent
book offers to us. It is composed
of thematic collections of pictures
by most famous photographers, high-
lighting the essential features of
the Islamiec eity and the daily so-
cial life of Muslims. The reader
can admire marvellous views of
cities in Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Al-
geria, Morocco, Tunisia, Turkey,
Niger, Senegal... the people, the
landscape, dwellings, mosques, mar-
kets, different aspects of life; he
can savour the author's definition
of the concept of the Islamie city,
where the material is distinguished
from the immaterial, theory from
practice, space from land, earthly
life from eternal life, not to se-
parate them but to combine them in
a single universal wvision turned
to God.

The album has a cloth binding with
a jacket; it includes 32 black and
white and 122 colour photographs,
as well as miniatures, paintings
and calligraphies. A "MNote on the
photographs™ inlroduces the photo-
graphers whose works are included
in the album. The Bibliography
gives the sources of nearly 70
notes and sayings quoted in rela-
tion to each theme.

The collections of pictures illus-
trate the following topies: after
a Preface by Dominigque de Menil,
there iz the Prelude, and then
"Orientation", followed by "the
land and the water"; "features of
the city"; "the mosque and the

market": "the palace”™: "the private
house™; "a city in Islam"™; "Mececa,
or the end of the road™; "light
upon light";"Medina™; "the mosque";
*the garden of Eden and gardens of
pleasure”™; "royal gardens and in-
terior gardens™; "the night of
destiny™; ‘'Topkapi"; "“spaces of
death™; Postscript.

This posthumous publicationm is un-
finished. An authority in Islamic
culture and arts, Prof.Dr. Nadjm
oud-Dine Bammate passed away on 15
January 1985. He was born in Paris
in 1922, to a Muslim family €from
Caucasia. He graduated and obtained
his PhD in Roman Law from the Uni-
versity of Lausanne. Dedicating
himself to studies on Islam at an
early age, he studied at the Tri-
nity College in Cambridge, Al-Azhar
University in Cairo, the "Ecole des
Hautes Etudes" and the "College de
France" in Paris. In 1948, Nadjm
oud-Dine Bammate was appointed as
the delegate of Afghanistan at Lhe
United Nations Organisation. One
year later, he joined the UNESCO,
where he wundertook wvarious impor-
tant Ffunctions, and finally, from
1975 to 1979, that of Special Ad-
visor to the Assistant Director
General for Culture and Communica-
tion. In 1976, he was appointed as
the representative of the 0IC in
Paris. He was a member of the
Drafting Committee for the Islamic
Declaration on Human Rights. From
1977 onwards, he taught sociology
and Islamic culture and civilisga-
tion at the University of Paris VII
(Jussieu) and Paris IV (Sorbonne).
He gpave numerous lectures, produced
television programs and wrote books
and articles. He made valuable con-
tributions to Islam and the Muslim-
Christian dialogue (A more detailed
biography of Nadjm oud- Dine Bammate
was published in the Newsletter
no.8, April 1985).
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Madjm oud-Dine Bammate wrote and
travelled with unceasing zeal and
a deep attachment to his work; he
always had new projects in mind,
and one of them was the publication
of Lhe album introduced here. Un-
fortunately, death caught up with
him suddenly. The book came to
light thanks to the efforts and
contributions of his brothar Timour
and his brother's wife Marianne
Bammate. Although HNadjm oud-Dine
Bammate had much else to say, the
work is, as such, an outstanding
accomplishment, a limitless ex-
pression through words and pic-
tures. It will absorb the reader
in profuse reflections and fasci-
nating realities.

% Serge Jagailloux, La Médicali-

sation de 1'Egypte au XIXdme Sidcle
(1789-1918) (Medicalisation of

Egypt at the 19th century), Ed.
Becherche sur les Civilisations,
Paris, 1986, 21x30 em., 342 p.

This work is an abridged, but en-
riched version of the author's
doctorate thesis, completed in 1983
under the title of Médicines et

Santé dans 1'Egypte au XIX éme
tléc_:lﬂ (1798-1918) (Medicine and

Health in Egypt at the 19th Cen-
tury). It is the outcome of an in-
depth study based on the generally
accepted idea thet the progress of
medicine and hygiene in the last
two centuries has been an essential
reason for the amelioration of
public health and the growth of
population in the West; the author
took the case of Egypt, where West-
ern-type medical practices were
established in the 19th century,
in order to objectively test the
efficiency of this new medicine.
The introduction (p. 13-38) gilves
an overview of the cultural and
gocio-economiec characteristics of
Egypt in the 19th century from the
point of view of their effects on
the development of medicine and
health conditions. In this context,
he deals with conditions suech as
the traditional family environment,
nutritional habits, religious be-
liefs and practices, popular su-

perstitions, the evolution of the
social structure and appearance of
the elites, demographic develop-
ments and changes in agricultural
activities and techniques, ete.
Part T in the book (p. 141-160)
deals with the sanitary facilities
starting with Bonaparte's expedi-
tion in Egypt and comprising the
period of Mohammed Ali and his
successors (1805-1882) and the pe-
riod after the English occupation
(1882-1918)., It enumerates and
evaluates all accomplishments in
the field of health services, in-
cluding the military medical ser-
vices, the establishment of the
medical school, the eivil hospital,
medical, wveterinary and pharmaco--
logie education, fight with epide-
mics and endemics, measures of pub-
lic health and private sanitary
efforts. Part II (p. 163-216) is
related to the growth of the number
of medical personnel in the 19th

century, 1its geographical distri-
bution and 1its professional and
scientific qualifications. The

scientific quality and level of the
medicine practiced at that time is
also analysed in full in this part.
A separate section is devoted to
the snalysis of statistical infor-
mation sbout the utilisation of the
available medical services by the
people. The picture is completed
with Part III (p.223-278) which
focuses on the evolution of epide-
mics, endemies, parasitic diseases
and current pathology and analyses
the related statistics in order to
assegs the general tendencies of
Egyptians' health from the 19th
century to the beginning of the
20th century. In the Conclusien,
the author underlines +that the
factors which determined the so-
ciety's choice between the new me-
dical services and traditional me-
dical practices were not confined
to social class differences; there
were numerous non-economic factors
which played their role. The es-
tablishment and efficiency of the
modern medicine were real facts,
but a progress in the state of
publie health was not perceptible,
The application of new medical
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practices would not suffice alone
to transform the mentality and way
of life of the society within a
century. The book is supplemented
with a synopsis of all historical
events, scientific, clinical and
therapeutic discoveries and Western
and Egyptian medical establishments
concerning Egypt, for the pariod of

1798-1923. A glossary of medical
terms is added. Dr.Jagailloux's
work is not only an outstanding

contribution to the history of
sciences and civilisations, but it
also highlights certain facts re-
lated to the history of Otloman
gsciences. It can be used as a major
reference in a comparative study
of the institutions of medical
education and public health founded
by the Ottoman State in TIstanbul
on one hand, and the progress made
in Egypt, on the other.

* TURKEY, A Bibliography of
Literature publish i akist

and India, Hamdard University
Press, Karachi, 1987, 15.5x23.5

cm., L0B p.

This bibliography of books and ar-
ticles dealing with different as-
pects of Turkey is much more than
a routine compilation of biblio-

graphic information. There 1is a
spirit behind it: to emphasize the
historical relations between FPa-

kistan, Turkey and India. The con-
tents as a whole reveal the strong
cultural ties between them.

The initiative to prepare this
bibliography came from H.E. Hakim
Muhammed Saild, President of the
Hamdard Foundation and scholar in
the fields of Islamic history and
history of science. He wrote the
Introduction of the book, which
gives an overview of the cultural
relations established between these
countries in history. The biblio-
graphy contains 195 entries in En-
glish and 1279 entries in Urdu
given separately in alphabetical
order, with indexes for each.

% Gaschichte der Arabischen Walt
{History of the Arab World), edited
by Prof.Dr. Ulrich Haarmann,

Verlag C.H.Beck, Minchen, 1987,
14,5223 em. 720 p., 14 maps.

Young German scholars working on
Islamic studies and history colla-
borated to prepare this reference
on Arab history for a general read-
ership. The presentation in chro-
nologicael order begins with the
history of the Arabs in the 7th
century and concludes with the 20th
century when Lhe Arab MNational
States were founded. The geogra-
phical emphasis is on the Middle
East and the MHaghreb. The book
consists of the following chapters:
Introduction (Ulrich Haarmann);
Early Tslam (Albrecht MNorth); the
Khalifat of the Abbasides (Tilman
Magel): the Fatimides (Heinz Halm);
the Ayyubides (Heinz Halm); the
Arab East in the Late Middle Ages,
1250-1517 (Ulrich Haarmann);' the
Maghreb and the Pyrenean Peninsula
till the end of the Middle Ages
(Heas-Rudolf Singer); the Arab East
under the Ottoman Eule, 1517-1800
{Barbara EKellner-Heinkele); the
Arab East in the Nineteenth Centu-
ry, 1800- 1914 (Alexander Schdlch);
the Arab East in the Twentieth
Century, 1914-1985 (Helmut Mejch-
ner); North Africa in Modern Times
{Peter Sivers).

At the end of the book is a detail-
ed list of Lhe sources used and a
bibliography with emphasis on Ger-
man literature for each chapter.
Information about each of the con-
teibutors is also provided. The
maps included in the text reflect
the changes that occurred in the
political geography of the region.
The quality of the printing is ex-
cellent, The cover picture was
taken from a handmade atlas of the
Arab world showing WMecea as the
centre of the world. We congratu-
late the editor Prof.Dr. Ulrich
Haarmann and his colleagues for
this valuable work,

3z




SPOTLIGHT ON CULTURAL EVENTS

EGYPT

Eighth International Congress
on Turkish Arts

Egypt hosted the Bth International
Congress on Turkish Arts at the
Arab League Building in Cairo, from
26 September to 1st October 1987.
A hundred of scholars, researchers
and artists from 19 countries par-
ticipated in the Congress which was
held in two sections, one devoted
to architecture and the other to
other branches of art such as mi-
niature painting, textiles, car-
pets, ceramics and metalwork. The
Congress was inaugurated by H.E.
Dr. Ahmed Helkel, Minister of Cul-
ture of Egypt and chaired by Dr.
Ahmed Kedry, Chairman of the Egypt-
ian Antiquities Organisation (Min-
istry of Culture). The papers pre-
sented throughout the sessions re-
flected the results of in-depth
studies on different aspects of
Turkish art and architecture; the
discussions provided fruitful op-
portunities for exchanges of ideas
on issues related to the scholarly
study of the Turkish-Islamic art.
At the end of the mesating, the
participants recommended, among
others, that relations and coope-
ration among the relevant institu-
tions be strengthened and the ef-
forts of researchers working in
this field be supported.

On the occasion of the Congress,
the Turkish Ministry of Culture and
Tourism organised two exhibitioms.
The first exhibition on contempo-
rary Turkish calligraphy was held
in the Palace of Prince Mohammad
Ali in Manial, Cairo; it comprised
outstanding examples of calli-
graphy, marbled paper, bookbind-
ings, as well as carpets and rugs.
On the other hand, the "Photo-
graphic Exhibition of Mimar Sinan's
Works" displayed remarkable repro-
ductions and plctures of the ar-
chitectural masterpieces of Mimar
Sinan, at the Cairo Citadel.

The First International Congress
on Turkish Arts was held in 1959
in Ankara, where it was decided to
regularise the Congress so that it
be held once every four years in
different countries. Thus, the
second Congress in the series was
held in Venice, Italy (1963), the
third in Cambridge, England (1967),
the fourth in Alx-en-Provemnce,
France (1971), the Fifth in Buda-
pest, Hungary (1975), the sixth in
Munich, W.Germany (1979) and the
seventh in Warsaw, Poland (1983).
The wvenue of the ninth session is
to be decided upon later.

GUINEA

Seminar on "The Role of Islam in
Inter—Cultural Relatioms"

The Secretariat of State for Higher
Education and Scientific Research
organised, at the University of
Conakry, a seminar on "The Role of
1slam in Inter-Cultural Relations™.
The seminar was held from 16 to 23
November, together with an exhibi-
tion of books, documents, photo-
graphs, works of Islamic art, as
well as film performances on dif-
ferent aspects of Islamic culture
and arts.

REFPUBLIC OF KOREA

Exhibition of Islamic manuscripts
and artefacts

The Union of Muslims in South Korea
orgenised an international exhibi-
tion of Islamie manuscripts and art
objects in the month of November,
where each Muslim country had a
separate stand. The exhibition was
coupled with a conference of Muslim
scholars and specialists which took
up various contemporary issues re-
garding Muslims in the world and
future prospects. The Union plans
to publish the proceedings of the
conference in different languages.
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It is also reported that an Islamie
Centre was inaugurated in the city
of Chinju, comprising a mosque, a
school, & conference hall and a
publishing house.

MOROCCO

History of Muslim Andalusia
on the television

The Moroccan television completed
the preparation of a film about the
history of Muslim eivilisation in
Andalusia, realised with the col-
laboration of the Spanish and
French television organisations.
The duration of the film is two
hours: it will be shown on the te-
levisions of the three counktries
in their national languages.

PALESTINE

Conference on Arabic language

The Islamic Research Centre of the
Faculty of Letters of Al-Quds Uni-
versity organised a conference on
Arabic language and its teaching

in the Palestinian Universities,
on 27-28 March 1987. Specialists
of Arabic language and literature
discussed a number of issues rel-
ated to the knowledge and adequate
teaching of this language and made
recommendations to promote coope-
ration and coordination among the
universities in the preparation and
use of textbooks as well as the
harmonisation of definitions, ter-
minology and curricula; it was aslso
recommended that a Council for
Arabic languasge be established in
the occupied territories. The Con-
ference decided to adopt the Holy
Qur'an as the first reading book
in the teaching of Arabic.

The History of Palestinian Cities

The Arab League Educational, Cul-
tural and Scientific Organisation
(ALECS0) collaborates with the
Cultural Section of the P.L.0. to
publish a series of books on the
cities of Palestine, titled "The
History of a City". Each of the Z1
cities is devoted one volume in
the series. The books give infor-
mation about the history, geogra-

canference at Al-Quds University

34




phical location, past and present
social, economic and cultural life
of Lhe eities. Each volume is by a
different author and those concern-
ing eight cities have already been
published: Al-Quds, Jaffa, Nablus,
Ramallah, Al-Birah, Bisan, Akka and
Al-Ramlah. IECICA is thankful to
the Cultural Section of the P.L.O.
for offering the published volumes
of this original work to its 1i-
brary.

PAKISTAN

Conference on Scientific Inimita-
bility in the Qur'an and the Sunna

Islamabad was the wvenue of this
conference held mid-October with
the participation of 230 special-
ists from 15 countries. Around 70
papers were presented about wvarious
aspects of the scientific inimita-
bility in the Quran and the Sunna.
The meeting was organised under the
augspices of H.E. Zia ul Haq, Pre-
sldent of Pakistan, with Lthe coo-
peration of the 1International
Islamic University, Islamabad.

SYRIA
Seminar on Islamic sciences

The University of Damascus hosted
the 27th seminar in a series on

lslamic sciences during the week
of 7 November. The sessions were
devoted this time to the basic

sciences, medical sciences and ar-
chitecture. An exhibition of Islam-
ic scientific books accompanied the
seminar. The papers and proceedings
will be published in English and
Arabic and distributed to univer-
sities and other relevant institu-
Lions of Islamic countries.

TUNISIA

Symposium about the intellectual
life during the Ottoman Period

The "Centre d'Etudes et de Recher-
ches Ottomanes et Morisco-Andalou-

ses" (CEROMA, Centre for Ottoman
and Morisco-Andalusian Studies and
Researches) and the Arab Committee
of Ottoman Studies (ACOS) both
based in Tunisia will jointly or-
ganise an international symposium
on "The Intellectual Life in Arab
Provinces during the Ottoman Per-
iod". This will be the third meet-
ing in a series, the theme of which
had been decided at the Second In-
ternational Symposium of ACOS
(March 1986). This third symposium
will take place in Zaghouan and
Hammamat on 15-21 March 1988.

UNITED KINGDOM

1988 Annual Conference of the
British Society for Middle Eastern
Studies

BRISMES - the British Society for
Middle Eastern Studies announced
that the 1988 Annual Conference
will be held at the University of
Leeds on 10-13 July 1988. The main
theme will be "Iglam in the Modern

World"; additional sessions are
planned on Arabic 1linguistics,
Arabic literature, Arab folklore,

the Quran and its interpretation,
medieval and modern Arab history,
the sociology of the Middle East,
education in the Middle East,
oriental studies in the U.K. How-
ever, the participants may offer
papers in other fields. The pro-
ceedings will be available at re-
pistration; the deadline for pros-
pective participants to send a
camera-ready copy of their paper
(max. 10 pages) is 1 April 1988.
The address for correspondence is:
Dr.A. Shivtiel, Dept. of Modern
Acabic  Studies, University of
Leads, Leads L3S2 93T, U.E. °

BRISMES is a professional body
founded in 1973 in order to encou-
rage and promote the study in the
U.K. of the Middle Eastern cultural
region from the end of classical
antiquity and the rise of Islam,
through the dissemination of in-
formation and by the encouragement
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of cooperation amongst persons and
organisations concerned with the
study of the region. It brings to-
gether teachers, researchers, stu-
dents, diplomats, journalists and
others who deal professionally with
the Middle East. BRISMES makes ef-
forts to strengthen links with so-
cieties similar to it in European
countries, the Middle East, HNorth
America and elsewhere. It organises
a major conference each year in a
university wvenue, around a central
theme and with additional general
sessions, where one session is de-
voted to graduate students speaking
about their research. BRISMES pub-
lishes twice a year a Bulletin
containing academic research arc-
ticles, book reviews and a biblio-
graphical section, as well as a
tri-annual WNewsletter aiming to
keep the membership informed of
conferences, new books, PhD theses,
BRLSMES activities, scholarships,
among, others. Membership to the
Society is possible in three cate-
gories of membership: the "fellows™
are those whose work involves the
professional study of the Middle
East; besides academics and inde-
pendent reseacchers, librarians and
museum staff concerned with the
Middle East are considered within
this category. The "members™ are
those who have a general interest
in the Middle East, including cor-
porate bodies, while "associates"
are students working on Lopics re-
lated to the region. The informa-
tion given here was provided to
1RCICA by BRISMES.

u'slhl‘

Isleam and the West: a television

film series

A television film series titled
"Islam and the West" is being pro-

duced by the Foundation for Tradi-
tional Studies of Washington, D.C.,
in association with the Publie
Broadcasting System (PBS) of the
United States. Dr. Seyyed Hossein
Masr, President of the Foundation
for Traditional Studies explained
that this was to be a sgseries of
six-hour long films directed by
Muslim scholars from several coun-
tries, to explore the relations
between the Islamic world eand the
West from a cultural, historical
and religious perspective. Broad-
casts in North America, Europe and
Iglamiec countries are expected in
1989.

Foundation of a Mosque in New York

The foundations of a2 mosque complex
were laid recently on a piece of
land of 20 thousand square meters
which had been acquired some twenty
years ago. It is reported that the
construction will last two years
and that the mosque complex will
also comprise a cultural centre and
a library. It will be a combination
of Islamic architecture with modern
features.

Calligraphic exhibition
at Harvard University

The works of ecalligrapher Ameena
Ahmed Ahuja were exhibited during
the month of December at Widener
Library of Harvard University. Mr.
David H. Partinglon, librarian of
the Middle Eastern Department of
Harvard College Library informed
IRCICA that Ameena Ahuja is a well-
known artist having exhibited in
Jordan, England, Japan, South Ame-
rica and the U.5.S.R. and that her
interpretations of the great Islam-
ic thinkers such as Mawlana Jalal
al-Din Rumi have been very well
received by the artistic circles
in these countries.
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AN ISLAMIC CULTURAL INSTITUTION

THE CENTRE FOR TRANS SAHARAN
STUDIES, UNIVERSITY OF MAIDUGURI,
NIGERIA

We introduce here a young institu-
tion in Africa, aiming to play an
essential role in the documentation
of basic information on the histeo-
ry, culture and socio-cultural he-
ritage of the Trans Saharan region.
Its full name is the "Centre for
Hesearch and Documentation in Trans
Saharan Studies™. The Centre is
affiliated to the University of
Maiduguri, Nigeria; it started
functioning as of 1st March 1986.
The information given here was ob-
tained from the Centre's brochure.

"The activities of the Centre im
research, documentation and pre-
servation are to relate to the
history of peoples, cultures and
civilisation of Lhe Trans Sahara
area, which broadly includes West-
ern and Central Africa. The need
to focus attention to this area
has been prompted by Lhe amount of
literature available 1in various
disciplines dating back to over
ten centuries. Most of this
literature is believed to be un-
documented and probably unknown.
It includes history, Islamic stu-
dies, administrative sciences,
geography, literature, arts, lan-
guages, sociology and others.

The cultures and civilisation of
the Central Savannah, West Africa,
Sudan and the Nile Valley reglons
are complementary and interrelated.
Considerable amount of literature,
dating back to 800 A.D. dealing
with the Chad Basin region and the
Central Savannah of West Africa,
are available in 1libraries, ar-
chives and private collections.
Within Nigeria itself many private
homes preserve today considerable
literature in manuseripts, in Ara-
bic and some Nigerian languages
[such as Hausa, Fulfulde, Kanuri,

Tamasheq] related to different
digsciplines. Many of these will
disappear completely unléss they

are retrieved, documented and pre-
served as a special collection for
teaching as well as research.”

To this aim, the Centre will under-
take the functions summarized
below, as listed in its brochure:

- to acquire any relevant unpub-
lished work;

— to establish a depository to
preserve manuscripts in all
flelds of learning relating to
the Trans Saharan area;
to conduct documentation and
research on such manuscripts;
to disseminate information on
the results of such documenta-
tion and research;

~ to ect in en advisory capacity
on metters relating to documen-
tation and research;

- to esteablish professional rela-
tionship with other institutions
within and outside Nigeria;

— to organise conferences,
nars, lectures and courses:

- to accept and administer any
donation 1in the execution *of
the Centre's objectives.

semi-

This young but ambitious research
and documentation centre is likely
to contribute greatly to studies
in such fields as history, socio-
logy, archaeology and linguistics
in West and Central Africa. The
Centre is under the direction of
Dr. Hamidu Alkali, University Con-
sultant. Imn its present establish-
ment phase, the Centre lays the
foundations of its research and
documentation activities and es-
tablishes working relationships
with similar and concerned centres
and institutions.
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WORLD BIBLIOGRAPEY OF TRANSLATIONS OF THE
MEANING OF THE HOLY QUR'AN: PRINTED TRANSLATIONS
1515 - 1980, prepared by ISMET BINARK, HALIT
EREN; [Edited and Prefaced by EKMELEDDIN
tHSANOGLY, Istanbul, 1986; XCIX, 880, 34 p.: 24
cm. (EBnglish) Price: US $80 plus package and
postage (USf 20 for America, URSS, Japan and
China; UsS$ 10 all others).

Glves Information about 2672 works which are the
originals, coples and different editlons of 551
complete and 883 incomplete translations and se-
lections In 65 languages. The Preface glves the
history of Quran translations from the beginnings
of Islam to our time.

UNION CATALOGUE OF PERIODICALS IN ARABIC SCRIPT
IN THE LIBRARTES OF ISTANBUL (1838-1928), Com-
plled by HASAN DUMAN, Istanbul, 1986; 664 p.; 24
cm. Price: US 325 plus package and postage (US§
10 for Amerlica, URSS, Japan and China; US$ 5 all
others).

Contalns Information about 1804 titles of pe-
rlodicals in different languages printed in
Arabic scrlpt. The preface, the bilbliographical
explanations and indlications for Indexes are
trilingual in English, Arablc and Turkish.

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF FEARLY TURKISH WORKS
ON CHEMISTRY (Printed works, 1830-1923), Pre-
pared by Fkmeleddin IHSANOGLU, History of
Sclence Serles po.2, Istanbul, 1985; IX, 148 p.;
24 em. (Turkish) Price: US3 10 poat and package
included.

cives the results of rescarches conducted on mare
than 250 references assessed through the scanning
of numerols sources and about 20 library collec-
tions. There are 259 entrles of works published
hetween 1830-1923 given 1n chronological order
according to the date of publication and indexes
of authors, educational insticutions and the
pames of printers and publishers.

OTTOMAN ARCHIVES, Prepared by NECATI AKTAS,
ISMET BINARK; Translated by SALIN SADAVI SALLH;:
Edited and Prefaced by EKMELEDDIN FHSANOSLY,
and Manuscripts, .Unlversity of Jordan, Amman,
1986; 14, 251 p.; 34 cm. (Arablc). Price: UsS} 30
post and package 1ncluded.

The Ottoman Archives 1s a unigue and authentie
source for the history of many Islamic countries.
This work contalns a brief history of the Ottoman
Archives, a discription of the present classifi-
cation system used in the archives and explana-
tlons of archive regulations and procedures. A

glossary of Ottoman archival terms and a biblio-
graphy are included.
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CATALOGUE OF MANUSCRIPTS IN THE KkdprULll Lrarary
by RAMAZAN SESEN, CEVAT fzel, cCENIL AKPINAR,
Istanbul, 1986; 3 vols. (XII, 609, 34; 647, XII;
639, XII, 22 p.); 24 cm. (Ar.) Price: UsS$ 60 plus
package and postage (US$ 10 far Amerlea, URSS,
Japan and China; US$ 5 all others).

The Kopriilli Library in Istanbul contalns an im-
portant collection of manuscripts: mearly 2773
volumes under 3500 cicles in the flelds of his-
tory, philosophy, natural sclences, mathematlics,
eftc. The catalogue provides full bibliographic
Informacion about them. The Preface glves Lthe
history of the collection.

THE OTTOMAN SCIENTIFIC AND PROFESSIONAL ASS0-
CIATIONS, lst National Symposium on Turckish
History of Sclence, 3-5 April 1987, edited by
EXNELEDDIN IHSANOGLU, publizhed by IRCICA and
the Department of History of Science, Faculty of
Letters, Istanbul Unlversity; History of Sclence
Serles 3, 1987; WIII, 264 p.; 24 cm. (Turkish)
Price: US 35 poat and package included.

A collection of papers presented ac the symposiium
which was jolntly crganised by IRCICA and che
Department of HNistory of Sclence, Faculty of
Lotrers, University of Isctanbul. The introduction
glves Informaction on some of the sclentific and
professional assoclations which were established
in the Ottoman State. Two essays on the subject
were prepared before the symposium. Some assocl-
atlons which were not known before were intro-
diced In these papers and the establishment of
the Ottoman assoclatlons, thelr problems, actl-
vities and accomplishments were discussed.

ISTANBUL, A GLINPSE INTO THE PAST {Fhoto-Album)
by Ekmeleddin IHSANOGLY, Iscanbul, 1987; 97 p-,

1 map; 22 cm. (English, Arabic and Turkish] Price
Us $20 post and package included.

Thiz album contains a collection of the rare
photographs of Istanbul almost one hundred years
age, which were chasen from the archive of the
Centre. The photographs introduce different sec-
tors of life In Iscanbul at the end of the I9th
and the beglnning of the 20th centucy. Each pho-
tograph has an explanation. Thils album was pub-
lished by the Centre in cooperation with the
Arab-Turkish Bank in Istanbul on the occasion af
the l0th Annlversary of thelr foundation.
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TURKISH ARTS AND ARCHITECTURE by Prof.Dr.
Oktay ASLANAPA, translated by Ahmed ISSA, Istan-
TR R bul, 1987; 21, 442, 282 p.; pictures, l map; 28
B)}M L cm. (Arabic) Price: US§ 60 post and package inc-

s Y _¥'l__-‘__.-' -
_:',_.mJ o x..? A comprehensive encyclopasdic work covering the
ey % history of Turkish-Islamic architecture and va-
d rious branches of art such as carpet-making, the
. arts of the book Iincluding calligraphy, minla-
e g e il tures and binding, etc. Orlginally published in
W, "mi - Englizh. A glossary of 600 art terms has been

B "_"L‘_'L added .
""J-;'"_.l_ by t‘_-q

BOOKS IN THE PRESS

PROCEEDINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL SYNPOSIUN ON THE COMMON PRINCIPLES, FORNS AND
THENES OF ISLAMIC ART, edited by Ahmad ISSA

This book contalns thirty-nine research papers presented by scholacs from
various countries to the International Symposium on the Common Principles,
Forms and Themes of Islamic Art which was eorganlses by IRCICA and held in April
1983, in Istanbul.

The papers of the symposium were glven In Arablic, English and French and cover
all flelds of Islamic arts, such as architecture, decoration, calllgraphy,
carpet making, minfature painting and others. The book contalns black and
white and colour photographs.

ISLAMIC SWORDS AND SWORDSNITHS, Frepared by insal Yicel

This book Ancludes a descriptive study of 114 swords chosen from the Topkapi
Palace Museum and the Military Museum in Istanbul. These swords were used bet-
ween Che first to the tenth century KMijra (7th-l6th centuries A.D.). The book
includes photographs. The chapters are on the following subjects:

Blessed swords related to the Prophet (Peace be upon Nim), the Four Khalifas
and the companions of the Prophet; Characteristic of the Islamic swords and
thelr forms; Information about the Nusllm swordsmiths and abbreviated trans-
lations of the engraved lnscriptions on the swords, and archival documents.

HOLY KA'BA KEYS AND LOCKS, prepared Tercan Yllmaz

The catalogue contains the descciption of 56 pleces of locks and keys kept in
Topkapl Palace Museus ipn Istanbul, with photographs 1n colour. The Iintroduc-
tion gives information on the method of manufacturing of the keys and locks
and materials used as well as explanations on lnscriptions and decorations they
bear.

VIDED CASSETTES

The following documentary films prepared by the Centre are avallable on a
single cassette 1n Arabic. Diffuslon system 1s PAL. Cassette type to be speci-
filed (VAS/BETANAX). Price: U5¥ 30.-.

* P"Life and Works of the Late Callligrapher Hamid Al-Amidi (Aytag) and callig-
raphic Acts"

* ®Arts of Illumipation and Gillding™.
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