
December 1987 No.16 

I n t h i s i s s u e : 

* H.E. Zi a u l Haq, President o f Pakistan 
a t IRCICA 

* S i x t h Meeting o f IRCICA Governing Coun c i l 
The Newsletter i s 

S i x t h Meeting o f IRCICA Governing Coun c i l 

published t r i a n n u a l l y * IRCICA A c t i v i t i e s 
i n the three o f f i c i a l 
languages o f the OIC Lect u r e s , e x h i b i t i o n s , book f a i r s .... 
( E n g l i s h , French and 
A r a b i c ) . IRCICA's Cooperation w i t h C u l t u r a l 

I n s t i t u t i o n s of Jordan 
E d i t o r i a l Board: * Survey o f books 
Zeynep t n a l * S p o t l i g h t on C u l t u r a l Events 
Mohammed Tamimi 

S p o t l i g h t on C u l t u r a l Events 
Ahmed L a d j i m i Al-Quds Monuments A w a i t i n g P r o t e c t i o n 
Acar Tanlak 

Al-Quds Monuments A w a i t i n g P r o t e c t i o n 

* A C u l t u r a l I n s t i t u t i o n : 
The Centre f o r Research and Documentation 

Publisher: i n Trans Saharan S t u d i e s , N i g e r i a 
OIC Research Centre 
f o r I s l a m i c H i s t o r y , 
A r t and C u l t u r e 
(IRCICA) 
• 

I s l a m i c Heritage Commission (ICPICH): 

M a i l i n g Address: 
P.O.B. 24, * King Fahd Awards Ceremony 
Besiktas held i n Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 
I s t a n b u l , Turkey 

* Fourth Meeting o f ICPICH 

Telex: 26484 isam t r * N e w s f i l e on I s l a m i c H e r i t a g e : 
Phone: 160 59 88 - 89 

New s f i l e on I s l a m i c H e r i t a g e : 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Workshop on "Women i n 
Loc a t i o n : C r a f t s " , P a k i s t a n 
Y i l d i z S a r a y i , Research p r o j e c t on " T r a d i t i o n a l 
Seyir Koskii, C r a f t s i n Senegal" 
Besikta?, Baghdad C a l l i g r a p h y F e s t i v a l 
I s t a n b u l , Turkey Jordan F i l m i n g I s l a m i c H e r i t a g e 
Printed in Renkler Matbaacilik Co Istanbul-Turkey 



IRCICA PUBLICATIONS 

CATALOCUS Of ISLAMIC 

Medical Manuscripts 

M THI UKUB Of TUMPT 

m m m a u a R M O M 

T H E M U S L I M P I O U S F O U N D A T I O N S 
A N D R E A L E S T A T E S IN P A L E S T I N E 

KUEAJTH <T Vt KE K » SLAVOC HSTCffV 
ART ANDCLUUM UltlCA) 

ORGANISATION OF HLAJOC CUNHIW-V. X 

Internatimal Directory Of 
ISLAMIC 

CULTURAL 
INSTITUTIONS 

RLSKAHTH CKVThE I* * WIAMK" 
HlSTuKY. AKT AM> <A LTVRE 

HTA.NBLX 

ORGANISATION DE LA CONFERENCE 
ISLAMIQUE 

L'LTOOGNEMENT 
ARABO ISLAMIQUE 

AU SENEGAL 
DrMamadnu Ndia>e 

c r a m Df «HHE»oif . s M « L U I S T O I H E . 
L'ART ET LA O I J l U t I S L A M K H T S 

ISTANBUL 

The following IRCICA publications and documentary 
films can be ordered from the Centre by a letter 
addressed to the Attention of the "Book Sales 
Section": 

CATALOGUE OP ISLAMIC MEDICAL MANUSCRIPTS IN THE 
LIBRARIES OP TURKEY, edited by EKMELEDDIN 
iHSAtfOGLU; prepared by RAMAZAN SESEN, CEMtL 
AKPINAR and CSV AT IZGt, History Of Science 
Series no.I, Istanbul, 1984; 24, 525 p.; 24 cm. 
(Arabic) Price: US $30 post and package Included. 

This catalogue has been published on the occasion 
of the Third Congress on Islamic Medicine (Is­
tanbul, 1984). It presents approxlmetely 1000 
original manuscripts and lists their copies 
available In the collections of 129 major lib­
raries of Turkey. About 5000 items are covered. 

THE MUSLIM PIOUS FOUNDATIONS AND REAL ESTATES 
IN PALESTINE, by MEHMED iPSIRLt, MOHAMMED 
AL-TAMIMI, Istanbul, 1982; 30, 235, 4 p.; 27 cm. 
(Arabic) Price: US $50 post and package Included. 

A publication containing information deciphered 
and processed from a 16th Century Ottoman State 
Tahrlr Register pertaining to Hagfs And Muslim 
properties in five regions of Palestine: Al-Quds, 
Gaza, Safad, Nablus and AJlun. There are Indexes 
for names, places and terms. 

INTERNATIONAL DIRECTORY OP ISLAMIC CULTURAL 
INSTITUTIONS, Prepared by ACAR TAN LAX and AHMED 
LAJIMI, Istanbul, 1984; VII, 337,4 p.; 24 cm. 
(English) Price: US$10, post and package in­
cluded. 

The Directory gives the addresses of 3579 insti­
tutions in 106 countries working in the field of 
Islamic culture, civilisation, history and art. 

L'ENSBIGNEMENT ARABO-ISLAHIQUE AU SENEGAL 
(ARAB-ISLAMIC EDUCATION IN SENEGAL), by MAMADOU 
NDIAYE, Istanbul, 1985; VII,253,9 p.; 24 cm. 
(French) Price: US $10, post and package In­
cluded. 

This work is one of the first objective studies 
on the introduction and preservation of the 
Arabic language In Black Africa and especially 
In Senegal. It also sheds light on the archive 
documents belonging to the colonial period and 
which restricted the teaching of the language of 
the Holy Qur'an In these countries. Enriched with 
statistics, the book gives the history of the 
evolution of the teaching of this language and 
the difficulties and problems encountered during 
this process. 



EDITORIAL 

This issue b r i n g s t o your knowledge 
a number o f important events which 
marked the l a s t q u a r t e r of 1987, 
r e g a r d i n g both IECICA and ICP1CH. 
H.E. Z i a u l Haq, P resident o f the 
I s l a m i c Republic of Pakistan v i s i t ­
ed IECICA on 10th October; t h i s was 
the f i r s t time we were honoured by 
the v i s i t of a Head of State o t h e r 
than H.E. Kenan Evren, President 
of the host country Turkey. Thus 
we had t h e chance t o present t o H. 
E. Z i a u l Haq a concrete view of 
our a c t i v i t i e s and t o show him our 
accomplishments on the spot. 

Again i n the same p e r i o d , new im­
pulses were given t o the Centre's 
work by i t s Governing C o u n c i l , 
which met f o r the s i x t h time i n 
December i n Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
The r e c e n t a c t i v i t i e s of the Centre 
were discussed and some new pro­
j e c t s decided upon a t t h i s meeting. 
A s i m i l a r f o l l o w - u p and p l a n n i n g 
work was done by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Commission f o r the P r e s e r v a t i o n of 
I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l H eritage (ICPICH) 
which h e l d i t s f o u r t h meeting i n 
the same month. 

A very s i g n i f i c a n t event i n the 
h i s t o r y o f ICPICH took place again 
i n t h i s p e r i o d : the Award Presen­
t a t i o n Ceremony i n honour of the 
winners of t h e King Fahd Awards 
Competition was h e l d i n Riyadh, on 
20 December. The winners of the 
c o m p e t i t i o n i n the A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
Design and A r c h i t e c t u r a l Research 
c a t e g o r i e s r e c e i v e d t h e i r p r i z e s 
and the King Fahd Awards 1986 
programme was thus f i n a l i s e d . The 
ceremony was held under the Chair­
manship o f H.R.H. Prince S u l t a n b i n 
Abdul A z i z , Second Deputy Prime 
M i n i s t e r and M i n i s t e r of Defense 
and A v i a t i o n and General I n s p e c t o r , 
Saudi Arabia. The ceremony was a 
g r e a t event and a concrete mani­
f e s t a t i o n o f the i n t e r e s t and suc­
cess won by the King Fahd Awards 
programme. 

Coming again t o IRCICA, the l a s t 
couple o f months were s a t i s f a c t o r y 
from the p o i n t o f view of our 
s c h o l a r l y a c t i v i t i e s . We r e ceived 
very a p p r e c i a t i v e post-meeting 
e v a l u a t i o n s r e g a r d i n g the I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l Symposium on Modern Sciences 
and the Muslim World organised l a s t 
September. This encourages us i n 
the p l a n n i n g of f u t u r e meetings of 
t h i s k i n d i n f i e l d s of s c h o l a r l y 
and s c i e n t i f i c research. 

I n the same c o n t e x t , I have the 
pleasure t o mention t h a t we p l a n 
t o organise t h i s year a seminar of 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of research i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s working i n the f i e l d s of 
I s l a m i c h i s t o r y , a r t s and c u l t u r e 
a l l over the w o r l d ; i t i s expected 
t h a t t h i s seminar w i l l promote 
c o o p e r a t i o n , c o o r d i n a t i o n and ex­
changes of views and experiences 
among these i n s t i t u t i o n s , and g i v e 
a new s t i m u l u s t o research i n these 
areas. 

J u s t when t h i s issue was about t o 
be p r i n t e d , we were honoured by the 
v i s i t of another Head o f S t a t e , 
H.E. Rati f Denktas, President of 
the North Cyprus T u r k i s h Republic. 
We w i l l be pleased t o i n c l u d e i n ­
f o r m a t i o n about h i s v i s i t i n our 
next issue. 

P r e s e n t l y , we are also p r e p a r i n g 
f o r the 17th I s l a m i c Conference of 
M i n i s t e r s o f Foreign A f f a i r s of the 
OIC Member S t a t e s , and I take t h i s 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o announce t h a t t h i s 
year's M i n i s t e r i a l Conference w i l l 
take place i n Amman, Jordan on 21-
25 March 1988. On t h i s occasion, 
we also p u b l i s h , i n t h i s i s s u e , a 
b r i e f r eview of a c t i v i t i e s r e a l i s e d 
j o i n t l y by IRCICA and Jordanian 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu 



H.E. MUHAMMAD ZIA UL HAQ, PRESIDENT 
OF PAKISTAN AT IRCICA 

H.E. Zia ul Haq examining the Centre's publications. On his right 
are H.E.Nr.Said Qureshl, Prof.Dr.Ekmeleddln Ihsanoglu and 

H.B.Hr.Vahlt Halefoglu (then Foreign Affairs Minister of Turkey) 

Saturday, 10th October 1987 was an 
important day i n IRCICA's h i s t o r y , 
marked by t h e v i s i t o f H.E. Muham­
mad Z i a u l Haq, President of the 
I s l a m i c Republic of Pakistan. This 
was the f i r s t time t h a t the Head 
o f an OIC Member State o t h e r than 
IRCICA*s host c o u n t r y Turkey v i s i t ­
ed the Centre. 

Pakistan and Turkey, i n c l u d i n g H.E. 
Mr.M.A.Qazi, M i n i s t e r of State f o r 
Science and Technology and H.E.Mr. 
Said Qureshi, Federal Secretary f o r 
Economic A f f a i r s of Pak i s t a n , H.E. 
Mr. A l t a f Sheikh, Ambassador of 
Pakistan i n Ankara and H.E.Mr.Vahit 
H a l e f o g l u , M i n i s t e r of Foreign 
A f f a i r s of Turkey. 

H.E. Z i a u l Haq was on an o f f i c i a l 
v i s i t t o Turkey, from 6 t h t o 11th 
October 1987. A f t e r having complet­
ed h i s contacts and meetings i n 
Ankara, he v i s i t e d the c i t i e s o f 
Konya, Bursa and f i n a l l y I s t a n b u l . 
I t was a happiness t o hear the 
Pre s i d e n t emphasize i n h i s speech 
a t IRCICA t h a t he h i m s e l f had made 
a s p e c i a l request t o h i s b r o t h e r 
H.E. Kenan Evren, P r e s i d e n t of the 
Republic o f Turkey t o make sure 
t h a t a v i s i t t o t h i s Centre be i n ­
cluded i n h i s programme f o r I s t a n ­
b u l . He spent n e a r l y two hours a t 
the Centre, accompanied by M i n i s ­
t e r s and h i g h - l e v e l o f f i c i a l s o f 

S p e c i a l e x h i b i t i o n s were prepared 
t o g i v e the President an overview 
of IRCICA's a c t i v i t i e s and t h e i r 
concrete r e s u l t s . He f i r s t saw an 
e x h i b i t i o n a t the Yaveran b u i l d i n g , 
which comprised p o s t e r s , photo­
graphs and documents r e p r e s e n t i n g 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l meetings and ex­
h i b i t i o n s organised by the Centre, 
i t s research p r o j e c t s , the r e s t o ­
r a t i o n of i t s premises, i t s coope­
r a t i o n w i t h o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s , as 
w e l l as samples from i t s archives 
of o l d photographs, e s p e c i a l l y 
those r e l a t e d t o Pakistan. The 
President of Pakistan and h i s en­
tourage also v i s i t e d the research 
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u n i t s and • received i n f o r m a t i o n 
about the on-going research pro­
j e c t s ; t h en, they passed t o C i t 
Qasr t o see the l i b r a r y , as w e l l 
as a d i s p l a y of books about Pakis­
ta n s e l e c t e d from among the l i b r a r y 
h o l d i n g s . 

t i e s organised j o i n t l y w i t h these 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . Then, H.E.Zia u l Haq 
took the f l o o r t o express h i s 
pleasure t o v i s i t the Centre and 
h i s esteem f o r the r o l e played and 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s made by the Centre 
i n the f i e l d o f I s l a m i c c u l t u r e . 

Speech by the visiting President. On his left, H.E.Mr.H.A.Qazi 
And H.E.Mr.Altai Sheikh; on his right, H.E.Mr.Vahlt Halefoglu 

And IRCICA Director General 
He q u a l i f i e d IRCICA. as a "Centre 
of e x c e l l e n c e " , a "Centre of 

The programme o f v i s i t a t IRCICA 
was concluded w i t h a welcoming ce­
remony open t o the press, a t the 
conference h a l l of IRCICA. The D i ­
r e c t o r General pronounced the wel­
coming speech t o express t h e hap­
piness and honour given t o the 
Centre by t h i s v i s i t ; he s a i d t h a t 
Pakistan was one o f the Member 
States which had given t h e i r sup­
p o r t t o the Centre since i t s es­
t a b l i s h m e n t ; u n d e r l i n i n g t h a t a 
f r u i t f u l c o o p e r a t i o n e x i s t s between 
IRCICA and t h e r e l e v a n t i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s of P a k i s t a n , he gave examples 
of c u l t u r a l and s c h o l a r l y a c t i v i -

l e a r n i n g " , and s a i d t h a t when he 
entered the premises, he had an 
a d m i r a t i o n not o n l y f o r the 
concrete a c t i v i t i e s he saw, but 
al s o f o r the s p i r i t o f work t h a t 
was s t r o n g l y f e l t . 

The President o f Pakistan thanked 
H.E. Kenan Evren, P r e s i d e n t of 
Turkey and the Government o f Turkey 
f o r the support extended t o the 
Centre by the a l l o c a t i o n o f n i c e 
and a p p r o p r i a t e premises. He a f -



f i r m e d t h a t Pakistan was ready t o 
gi v e a l l p o s s i b l e support and as­
si s t a n c e \o IRCICA. He also dec­
l a r e d t h a t he would donate US $ 
10.000,- as a c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the 
Centre's a c t i v i t i e s . 

Concluding h i s speech, he o f f e r e d 
t o IRCICA a Mushaf, a prayer rug 
and v a l u a b l e books. Before l e a v i n g , 
the President recorded h i s impres­
sions on the Centre's book, as 
f o l l o w s . 
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SIXTH MEETING OF THE GOVERNING 
COUNCIL OF IRCICA 
Riyadh, 19 December 1987 

The Governing Council of IRCICA 
held i t s S i x t h Session a t the King 
F a i s a l Centre i n Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia on Saturday, 19 December 
1987. The f o l l o w i n g members of the 
Governing Council attended the 
meeting: 

- P r o f . D r . A f i f Bahnassi, D i r e c t o r 
General of Museums and A n t i q u i ­
t i e s , S y r i a (Chairman); 

- H.E.Prof.Dr.thsan Dogramaci, 
Head of the Higher Education 
C o u n c i l , Turkey; 

- J u s t i c e Dr.Javed Mohammed I q b a l , 
Head of the "Supreme Court of 
Pakistan (Vice-Chairman); 

- Prof.Dr. Abdullah Hassan M a s r i , 
Asst. Under-Secretary, M i n i s t r y 
of Education and D i r e c t o r Gene­
r a l of A n t i q u i t i e s , S a u d i Arabia; 

- Dr. Mahmoud Zouber, D i r e c t o r , 
Ahmed Baba Research Centre, 
M a l i . 

Mr. Hassan Mohammed Daoud, D i r e c t o r 
o f C u l t u r a l and S o c i a l A f f a i r s a t 
the General S e c r e t a r i a t of OIC and 
Executive D i r e c t o r o f the I s l a m i c 
S o l i d a r i t y Fund attended the meet­
i n g as the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f H.E. 
Syed S h a r i f u d d i n Pirzada, Secretary 
General of the OIC. He conveyed t o 
the Governing C o u n c i l the best 
wishes of success of H.E. the Sec­
r e t a r y General. 

Prof.Dr. A f i f Bahnassi, Chairman 
of the Governing Council inaugu­
r a t e d the session. I n h i s speech, 
he emphasized the importance of 
t h i s meeting f o r the f o l l o w - u p and 
o r i e n t a t i o n of the Centre's a c t i ­
v i t i e s , t a k i n g i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
t h a t not much time had elapsed 

since the l a s t meeting h e l d i n 
Damascus i n June 1987. He expressed 
h i s thanks t o the Government of 
Saudi Arabia f o r h o s t i n g the meet­
ing and h i g h l i g h t e d some of the new 
p r o j e c t s of the Centre, i n c l u d i n g 
the plans t o create a Waqf f o r the 
Centre. 

Then, IRCICA D i r e c t o r General pre­
sented the r e p o r t prepared f o r the 
meeting: he summarised the most 
important accomplishments made 
since the l a s t meeting, on-going 
p r o j e c t s and the programme of 
forthcoming a c t i v i t i e s , as w e l l as 
f i n a n c i a l and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e i s ­
sues, u n d e r l i n i n g - the i n c r e a s i n g 
i n t e r e s t o f the Member States t o ­
wards t h e Centre's a c t i v i t i e s . 

This was f o l l o w e d by the d i s c u s s i o n 
of the r e p o r t presented by the 
Centre. The Council expressed i t s 
a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r the accomplish­
ments of the Centre and the ambi­
t i o u s p r o j e c t s i t undertook and 
r e i t e r a t e d i t s support t o these 
a c t i v i t i e s . The D i r e c t o r General 
provided e x p l a n a t i o n s f o r the mat­
t e r s under d i s c u s s i o n . 

At the end o f the meeting, the 
Governing Council made the f o l ­
l owing recommendations: 

The Governing Council records 
i t s a p p r e c i a t i o n of the accom­
plishments made by the Centre 
i n the p e r i o d between the F i f t h 
and S i x t h Meetings of the Gov­
e r n i n g Council and wishes suc­
cess f o r the coming p e r i o d . 



- The Council adopts the r e p o r t 
presented a t t h i s meeting as 
w e l l as the work programme f o r 
1987-88, w i t h the m o d i f i c a t i o n s 
made. 

- The Counc i l records t h a t the 
research p r o j e c t s and p u b l i c a ­
t i o n s undertaken by the Centre 
are important s t u d i e s i n t h e i r 
r e s p e c t i v e areas and do not 
c o n s t i t u t e any d u p l i c a t i o n what­
soever o f works done by oth e r 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

The C o u n c i l commends the prac­
t i c a l and e f f i c i e n t method 
adopted by t h e Centre i n the 
p r i n t i n g and p u b l i c a t i o n o f i t s 
works. 

- The Counc i l thanks the i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s c o o p e r a t i n g w i t h the 
Centre i n t h e p u b l i c a t i o n of i t s 
works, p a r t i c u l a r l y the Arab-
T u r k i s h Bank i n I s t a n b u l . 

- Concerning the establishment of 
a Waqf f o r t h e Centre, the 
Counci l a f f i r m s t h e p r i o r i t y 
place o f t h i s p r o j e c t as a means 
t o ensure r e g u l a r and continuous 
revenues f o r the Centre i n view 
of i t s f i n a n c i a l s t a b i l i t y and 
the r e a l i s a t i o n o f i t s objec­
t i v e s . Having been aware o f the 

contacts made by the D i r e c t o r 
General i n t h i s regard, the 
Council decides unanimously t o 
e n t r u s t him f u l l c a p a c i t y t o 
take the necessary steps and 
measures f o r the establishment 
of t h i s Waqf. 

- The Counc i l a f f i r m s the neces­
s i t y t o convene the forum o f 
research i n s t i t u t i o n s working 
i n the f i e l d s o f I s l a m i c h i s ­
t o r y , a r t and c u l t u r e t h a t the 
Centre plans t o organise, i n 
order t o ensure cooperation and 
c o o r d i n a t i o n among the d i f f e ­
r e n t research centres working 
i n s i m i l a r f i e l d s as IRCICA. 

- The Council c o n g r a t u l a t e s the 
Centre f o r i t s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 
i n t e r - r e l i g i o u s dialogues and 
i t s endeavours t o b e t t e r i n t r o ­
duce I s l a m and the I s l a m i c c i ­
v i l i s a t i o n i n a s c i e n t i f i c and 
modern way. 

- The Council takes note of the 
Centre's e f f o r t s t o r e - w r i t e the 
h i s t o r y of Muslim n a t i o n s and 
encourages i t t o continue i n the 
same d i r e c t i o n . 

The date and venue of the next 
meeting of the Governing Council 
s h a l l be f i x e d l a t e r . 



I R C I C A A C T I V I T I E S 

CONFERENCES/MEETINGS 

Pa r t i c i p a t i o n at Turcology Congress 

The Eighth Turcology Congress was 
organised i n Istanbul from 14-18 
September by the Department of 
Turcology of the Faculty of Let­
t e r s , Istanbul University. The sub­
j e c t s of the sessions were grouped 
as " h i s t o r y " , "language", "old 
Turkish l i t e r a t u r e " and "contempo­
rary Turkish l i t e r a t u r e " . 99 re­
search papers were presented during 
the sessions by sp e c i a l i s t s from 
various countries. IRCICA Director 
General p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the Con­
gress t o present a study on the 
Turkish-Islamic books and documents 
printed i n Tokyo, Japan and the 
his t o r y of the Muslim community i n 
Japan. 

IRCICA'8 studies on Islamic 
arts presented i n Egypt 

The Eighth I n t e r n a t i o n a l Congress 
on Turkish Arts was held on 26 
September-lst October 1987 i n Cai­
ro, Egypt (see "Spotlight on Cul­
t u r a l Events"). IRCICA was repre­
sented at the Congress by i t s D i r ­
ector General and Mr.Tahseen Taha, 
researcher. On the t h i r d day of the 
Congress, the Director General made 
a detailed presentation about the 
Centre's a c t i v i t i e s i n general and 
those on Islamic arts i n particu­
l a r ; i n t h i s context, he mentioned 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Symposium on the 
Common Pri n c i p l e s , Forms and Themes 
of Islamic Arts organised i n 1983, 
the exhibitions i n d i f f e r e n t areas 
of Islamic a r t s , the preparation 
of the catalogues of Islamic Swords 
and Swordsmiths and Holy Ka'ba Keys 
and Locks. He introduced the book 
t i t l e d Turkish Art and Architecture 
published by IRCICA. Then Prof. Dr. 
Oktay Aslanapa, author of t h i s book 
and Prof. Ahmed Issa, t r a n s l a t o r 
and e d i t o r of the Arabic version 
talked about the contents of the 
book and the contr i b u t i o n i t i s 
expected t o bring t o the Arab l i ­
braries . 

P a r t i c i p a t i o n at History of 
Science Symposium i n Izmir 

The Faculty of Letters of Ege Uni­
v e r s i t y (Izmir, Turkey) organised 
the Second Symposium on Philosophy, 
Logic and the History of Science 
on 11-13 November. The f i r s t sym­
posium i n the series was held l a s t 
year i n Ankara. F i f t y papers were 
presented t h i s year by spe c i a l i s t s 
from Turkey and abroad, focusing 
on the o r i g i n s and hi s t o r y of p h i ­
losophy, Islam and philosophy, na­
t u r a l sciences i n the l i g h t of 
philosophy, the hi s t o r y of science 
i n Islam, among others. IRCICA 
Director General was i n v i t e d t o the 
meeting; his paper was on the "Ot­
toman S c i e n t i f i c and Professional 
Societies as viewed from the His­
tory of Science Perspective". 

Main ideas contained i n the paper 
were the followi n g : the s c i e n t i f i c 
and professional societies of the 
West, which emerged i n the 17th 
century and reached the peak of 
t h e i r development i n the 18th, 
contributed t o the advancement of 
science and to the dissemination 
of s c i e n t i f i c knowledge i n Europe. 
This p r o l i f e r a t i o n of s c i e n t i f i c 
societies i n the West was re f l e c t e d 
i n the Ottoman State too; a drive 
towards i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s a t i o n s t a r t ­
ed i n the i n t e l l e c t u a l and profes­
sional c i r c l e s . 

Thus, the f i r s t modern s c i e n t i f i c 
and professional societies of the 
Muslim world emerged i n the Tanzi-
mat period and were reinforced af­
t e r the Second Constitution. Taking 
advantage of the favourable legal 
and p o l i t i c a l climate, they i n ­
creased i n number and expanded 
t h e i r f i e l d s of i n t e r e s t t o d i f ­
ferent d i s c i p l i n e s . The paper ana­
lysed t h e i r establishment and de­
velopment from the viewpoint of the 
h i s t o r y of science i n the Muslim 
world. 



LECTURES 

" L i t e r a t u r e i n the p e r i o d of 
Sultan Suleyman the Lawmaker" 

I n a d d i t i o n t o the l e c t u r e s and 
seminars on I s l a m i c a r t s and a r t ­
i s t s organised the f i r s t Saturday 
of each month, ISCICA s t a r t e d a new 
s e r i e s of p u b l i c l e c t u r e s t o take 
place each t h i r d Saturday. These 
l e c t u r e s deal w i t h a v a r i e t y o f 
s u b j e c t s r e l a t e d t o I s l a m i c c u l t u r e 
and l i t e r a t u r e . 

The f i r s t l e c t u r e i n t h i s s e r i e s 
was given by Prof.Dr.Ami 1 C e l e b i -
o&lu (Fac. o f A r t s , Marmara Uni­
v e r s i t y , I s t a n b u l ) on 17 October, 
on the theme o f " L i t e r a t u r e i n the 
p e r i o d o f S u l t a n Suleyman the Law­
maker". The l e c t u r e r s t a t e d t h a t 
the r e i g n o f S u l t a n Suleyman was a 
p e r i o d o f b r i l l a n t achievements i n 
the f i e l d o f l i t e r a t u r e as i n o t h e r 
areas. He p o i n t e d out t h a t t h i s 
S u l t a n had not o n l y p r o t e c t e d and 
encouraged the s c i e n t i s t s , poets 
and a r t i s t s , but he h i m s e l f was a 
poet and a r t i s t . Prof.Dr. C e l e b i -
o§lu gave examples of the pro­
ducts of the Diwan l i t e r a t u r e of 
t h a t p e r i o d and s a i d t h a t popular 
l i t e r a t u r e t o o had e s t a b l i s h e d i t s 
own c l a s s i c i s m i n the same p e r i o d . 

" C a l l i R r a p h e r Aziz E f e n d i " 
(1871-1934) 

Aziz Bfendl 

A l e c t u r e was given a t IRCICA on 5 
December by Dr. M u h i t t i n S e r i n , 
researcher and s p e c i a l i s t o f Islam­
i c a r t s , on the l i f e and the works 
of l a t e c a l l i g r a p h e r Aziz E f e n d i . 
The c a l l i g r a p h e r i s also known as 
Aziz R i f a i , although h i s r e a l name 
i s Mehmed Abdulaziz. His t a l e n t s 
were obvious from a very young age; 
he learned t h u l u t h and nasih from 
the g r e a t masters of h i s time and 
r e c e i v e d h i s i j a z a t ( g r a d u a t i o n ) 
i n 1896. I n 1922, he went t o Egypt 
upon the i n v i t a t i o n of King Fuad, 
t o w r i t e a Mushaf. When he complet­
ed t h i s work, the Egyptian Govern­
ment proposed t o him t o s e t t l e i n 
Cairo t o teach the a r t s of c a l l i ­
graphy, g i l d i n g and marbled paper, 
which he d i d f o r eleven years. He 
then r e t u r n e d t o I s t a n b u l , where 
he d i e d i n 1934. Aziz Efendi had a 
p e r f e c t command of every c a l l i ­
g raphic s t y l e . His works are i n n u ­
merable, among which t h e r e are 
eleven Mushafs, t h r e e h i l y a s w r i t ­
te n i n d i f f e r e n t s t y l e s and more 
than twenty w r i t i n g guides p u b l i s h ­
ed i n Cairo. The s p e c i a l i s t s o f 
t h i s a r t admit t h a t the c a l l i g r a p h y 
courses he gave i n Cairo c o n t r i ­
buted g r e a t l y t o the development 
of t h i s a r t i n the Arab wo r l d . 

"The philosophy of r e l i f t i o u s music 
and developments i n I s l a m i c music" 

This was the theme of a p u b l i c 
l e c t u r e given a t IRCICA on 19 De­
cember by musician and researcher 
Etem Ruhi Ungor, who i s known t o 
possess the r i c h e s t T u r k i s h music 
archives of Turkey. Based on these 
a r c h i v e s , Mr. tjngor produced a 
number of music programmes which 
were broadcast on the r a d i o s of 
Brussels and Tokyo. The l e c t u r e r 
communicated h i s ideas on the es­
s e n t i a l s o f the philosophy of r e 
l i g i o u s music and the developments 
i n I s l a m i c music around the w o r l d ; 
he a l s o commented on some contro­
v e r s i a l s u b j e c t s r e l a t e d t o the 
main theme. 
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Dj&ll thuluth c a l l i g r a p h y by Aziz Efendl 
IRCICA's programme of Saturday 
l e c t u r e s f o r the near f u t u r e i n ­
clude the f o l l o w i n g themes: 
2 January 1988: "The a e s t h e t i c a l 

s t r u c t u r e o f c a l l i g r a p h y " . 
16 January 1988: "The form of the 

s h i p i n I s l a m i c c r a f t s " . 
6 February 1988: " S t o r i e s and anec­

dotes of c a l l i g r a p h e r s " . 
20 February 1988: "Andalusia". 
19 March 1988: "Himar Sinan and the 

Siileymaniye Mosque" 

EXHIBITIONS 

" T r a d i t i o n and P r o j e c t i o n : Designs 
f o r I s l a m i c C i t i e s " 

Prof.Dr.Attlllo Petruccioll gives 
explanations on the designs 

This was the t i t l e of an e x h i b i t i o n 
opened a t IRCICA on 19 October. On 
d i s p l a y were the a r c h i t e c t u r a l de­

signs made by the students of Prof. 
Dr. A t t i l i o P e t r u c c i o l i , member of 
the F a c u l t y of A r c h i t e c t u r e , Uni­
v e r s i t y of Rome and D i r e c t o r , I s ­
lamic Environmental Design Research 
Centre (Genzano d i Roma). IRCICA, 
the Presidency of Mimar Sinan Uni­
v e r s i t y and the I t a l i a n C u l t u r a l 
Centre i n I s t a n b u l c o l l a b o r a t e d t o 
organise the e x h i b i t i o n . The Rector 
of Mimar Sinan U n i v e r s i t y Prof.Dr. 
Gundtiz Gokce, s c h o l a r s , a r c h i ­
t e c t s and students were present a t 
t h e i n a u g u r a t i o n . Prof.Dr. Petruc­
c i o l i b r i e f e d the audience about 
each design. The f o l l o w i n g day, he 
gave a conference a t .Mimar Sinan 
U n i v e r s i t y on "Contemporary Plan­
n i n g work i n I s l a m i c C i t i e s " . 

Two a r c h i t e c t u r a l designs d i r e c t e d 
by P r o f . D r . A t t i l i o P e t r u c c i o l i had 
won p r i z e s a t the King Fahd Awards 
Competition organised l a s t year by 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r 
the P r e s e r v a t i o n of the I s l a m i c 
C u l t u r a l H e r i t a g e (ICPICH). 

C a l l i R r a p h i e s o f Osman R e b i i Qnol 
d i s p l a y e d a t IRCICA 

An e x h i b i t i o n o f c a l l i g r a p h i e s by 
Senior S t a f f Colonel ( r e t . ) Osman 
Re b i i Onol was opened on 24 Decem­
ber a t IRCICA. R e t i r e d from the 
T u r k i s h Army i n 1960, Mr.Onol serv­
ed f o r IS years a t the Presidency 
of M i l i t a r y H i s t o r y a t the General 
S t a f f o f the Army as an e x p e r t of 
T u r k i s h i n Arabic s c r i p t ; he t r a n s ­
l a t e d a number of i m p o r t a n t works 
i n t o modern T u r k i s h . I n t e r e s t e d i n 
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Calllgrapher Osman Rebll dnol 
calligraphy since his youth, he was 
trained by calligraphers Saim Ozel 
and Hasan Celebi i n the t h u l u t h , 
nasih and j a l i t h u l u t h s t y l e s . The 
a r t i s t continues to practice the 
a r t of calligraphy at his r e s i ­
dence. Great i n t e r e s t was shown to 
the e x h i b i t i o n . 

P a r t i c i p a t i o n at Istanbul Book Fair 

IRCICA's publications were display­
ed at a large-scale book f a i r or­
ganised i n Istanbul by the Turkish 
M i n i s t r y of Culture and Tourism. 
The f a i r was held between 16-25 
October at Atattirk C u l t u r a l Centre; 
130 publishers, booksellers and 
i n s t i t u t i o n s p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the 
f a i r with nearly 10 thousand books. 

IRCICA's stAnd at Istanbul Book Fair 

H.E.Mr.Mesut Yilmaz, Minister of 
Culture and Tourism v i s i t e d the 
Centre's stand and showed i n t e r e s t 
i n i t s publications. IRCICA was 
pleased to note that i t s stand a t ­
tracted considerable i n t e r e s t on 
the part of scholars, students and 
the general public. 

P a r t i c i p a t i o n at Tehran Book Fair 

IRCICA's stand at Tehran Book Fair 

IRCICA was i n v i t e d t o the F i r s t 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Tehran Book Fair held 
on 3-13 November. A t o t a l of 106 
publishers from 19 countries, 205 
Iranian publishers and 3 interna­
t i o n a l organisations p a r t i c i p a t e d 
i n the f a i r . IRCICA's stand drew 
the a t t e n t i o n of the v i s i t o r s and 
especially the representatives of 
c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s and univer­
s i t y teachers. Contacts were made 
during the period of the f a i r t o 
promote exchanges of books between 
IRCICA and Iranian l i b r a r i e s and 
research i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
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IRCICA'S COOPERATION WITH CULTURAL 
INSTITUTIONS OF JORDAN 

The 17th Islamic Conference of Min­
i s t e r s of Foreign A f f a i r s of the 
Member States of OIC w i l l be held 
t h i s year i n Amman, Jordan, from 
21-25 March. We take t h i s opportu­
n i t y to include here an overview 
of the cooperation between our 
Centre and the relevant i n s t i t u ­
tions of Jordan. 

Since i t s establishment, IRCICA 
took steps t o "promote cooperation 
and exchange of books i n the f i e l d 
of h i s t o r y , a r t and culture between 
the u n i v e r s i t i e s and other research 
i n s t i t u t i o n s i n the Islamic coun­
t r i e s " , as stip u l a t e d i n para 6 of 
the Objectives and Functions i n i t s 
Statute. I t t r i e d t o do so by es­
ta b l i s h i n g a network of re l a t i o n s 
and contacts with such i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s . The Centre's project that 
led t o the publication of the " I n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l Directory of Islamic 
C u l t u r a l I n s t i t u t i o n s " i n 1984 was 
useful and b e n e f i c i a l i n expanding 
and r e i n f o r c i n g such contacts and 
re l a t i o n s . 

IRCICA always had strong r e l a t i o n s 
with Jordan; H.R.H. Crown Prince 
Hasan bin T a l l a l v i s i t e d the Centre 
twice: on 10 July 1982 f o r the 
f i r s t time, soon a f t e r the estab­
lishment of the Centre, and on 10 
A p r i l 1984 f o r the second time. 
H.R.H. Prince Hasan bin T a l l a l gave 
the Centre protection, moral and 
material support, the l a t t e r espe­
c i a l l y f o r the res t o r a t i o n of 
Ci t Qasr allocated t o the Centre 
by the Government of Turkey. His 
Royal Highness supports a great 
v a r i e t y of c u l t u r a l and i n t e l l e c ­
t u a l a c t i v i t i e s and scholarly meet­
ings such as the annual conferences 
of the Royal Academy of Islamic 
C i v i l i s a t i o n Research i n Amman, the 
i n t e r - r e l i g i o u s dialogue meetings 
organised j o i n t l y with the United 
Kingdom, and others. This support 

also contributed to strengthening 
the r e l a t i o n s between IRCICA and 
c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s of Jordan. 
Below are examples of j o i n t a c t i ­
v i t i e s realised through these 
f r u i t f u l r e l a t i o n s . 

* The Director General of IRCICA 
i s honoured t o be a member of the 
Royal Academy f o r Islamic C i v i l i ­
sation Research (A l - A l b a i t Founda­
t i o n ) chaired by H.E.Dr. Nassir e l -
Din el-Assad, Minister of Higher 
Education of Jordan. Exchanges of 
views and experiences as wel l as 
publications take place between the 
Academy and IRCICA. The Director 
General also pa r t i c i p a t e s i n the 
work of the Commission i n charge 
with the preparation of the Encyc­
lopaedia of Islamic C i v i l i s a t i o n , 
which i s a project of the Academy. 
* The work "Ottoman Archives", a 
guide t o the documents kept at the 
Turkish Prime Ministry's Ottoman 
Archives, was published j o i n t l y by 
IRCICA and the Centre f o r Archives 
and Manuscripts of the University 
of Jordan, Amman, i n 1986. This 
work met great i n t e r e s t i n the 
scholarly c i r c l e s . 
* The Yarmouk University, I r b i d , 
Jordan made available t o IRCICA 
four scholarships f o r assistantship 
i n academic year 1985-86; t h i s 
quota was f i l l e d by the Centre, 
which selected and sent four s t u ­
dents t o the University. 
* IRCICA cooperates with the Royal 
Society of Fine Arts chaired by 
H.R.H. Princess Wijdan A l i ; the two 
i n s t i t u t i o n s exchange information 
and experiences i n the f i e l d of 
Islamic a r t s . Princess Wijdan A l i 
pa r t i c i p a t e d at the In t e r n a t i o n a l 
Symposium on Islamic Arts organised 
by IRCICA i n 1983 and ac t i v e l y 
contributed t o i t s success. 
* The Centre made a cooperation 
agreement f o r mutual v i s i t s , j o i n t 
researches and exchanges of i n f o r -



IRCICA D i r e c t o r General being received by H.H.King Hussain of 
Jordan. On the left. H.R.H. Crown Prince Hasan bin Tallal; on the 
r i g h t , H.B. Hasslr Al-Dln Al-Assad, President of the Royal Academy 

f o r Islamic Civilisation Research 

tnation with the Is l a m i c C u l t u r a l 
Centre of the University of Jordan. 
* The Centre organised an exhibi­
t i o n of -calligraphies i n coopera­
ti o n with and under the auspices 
of the Turkish-Jordanian Friendship 
Association i n April-May 1985. I t 
also exhibited c a l l i g r a p h i e s at the 
Royal Society of Pine Arts i n Amman 
and at Yarmouk University, as w e l l 
as on the occasion of the fourth 
meeting of the Royal Academy for 
Isl a m i c C i v i l i s a t i o n Research. 
* The Is l a m i c Studies Centre of 
Yarmouk Uni v e r s i t y and the Is l a m i c 
C u l t u r a l Centre of the Uni v e r s i t y 
of Jordan were introduced i n IRCICA 
Newsletter. 

* On the other hand, IRCICA was 
happy to receive researchers, scho­
l a r s , a r t i s t s and other personali­
t i e s from Jordan; among others, the 
Presidents and Deans of Jordanian 
u n i v e r s i t i e s v i s i t e d the Centre on 
24 October 1983. 

The Centre w i l l continue to do i t s 
best to further strengthen and en­
large i t s cooperation with i n s t i ­
tutions of Jordan and other OIC 
Member States, i n conformity of i t s 
Statute, and i n order to ensure a 
better success to i t s own work 
while contributing to the a c t i v i ­
t i e s of other i n s t i t u t i o n s . 



PROFESSOR EMIN BARIN, 
EMINENT FIGURE OF THE ISLAMIC ARTS 
PASSED AWAY 

Prof. Bteln Barm (on the l e f t ; a t ICPICH 
Calligraphy Competition Jury (Dec. 1986) 

Professor Emin Barin, c a l l i -
grapher, master of bookbinding and 
s p e c i a l i s t of Islamic arts passed 
away on 29 December 1987, at the 
age of 74. As a researcher, an Ins­
t r u c t o r , an a r t i s t and a c o l l e c t o r 
of a r t i s t i c works, he made great 
contributions to the arts of c a l ­
ligraphy, g i l d i n g and bookbinding. 

Emin Barin was born i n Bolu, 
Turkey. His grandfather and father 
were both i n s t r u c t o r s of c a l l i ­
graphy, g i l d i n g and bookbinding; 
he received his f i r s t education 
from them. Later, he was trained 
f o r calligraphy by Kamll Akdik and 
f o r binding by Mecmeddin Okyay. I n 
1936, he went to Germany to spe­
c i a l i s e i n " a r t i s t i c bookbinding, 
publication and p r i n t i n g " . He r e­
turned to Turkey i n 1943 and taught 
calligraphy f o r many years at the 
Fine Arts Academy i n Istanbul, 
where he established a calligraphy 
and bookbinding studio. He exhi­
bited his works several times and 
gave conferences i n Turkey and 
abroad. He soon became known as an 
expert of calligraphy and as one 
of the outstanding a r t i s t s of book­
binding i n the world. I n his c a l ­

l i g r a p h i c works, he always expres­
sed his esteem f o r the great mas­
ters of t h i s a r t ; he thought they 
had excelled i n t h u l u t h and nasih, 
so much tha t there was no possibi­
l i t y of any f u r t h e r substantial 
progress i n these areas. Therefore, 
especially a f t e r 1961, he worked 
on new i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s i n the t r a ­
d i t i o n a l w r i t i n g and concentrated 
mainly on k u f i and-diwani. 

After the mid-1940's, Bain Barin 
wrote the i n s c r i p t i o n s on Turkish 
coins and the walls of several mo­
numents i n Turkey and other Islamic 
countries. He won many awards; most 
recently, he was given a plaque of 
gratitude by the Turkish M i n i s t r y 
of Culture (1983) and the F i r s t 
Prize i n Decoration of Is Bank 
of Turkey (1984). 

Prof. Barin also took part In 
IRCICA's a c t i v i t i e s i n the f i e l d 
of Islamic a r t s . His bookbindings 
were exhibited by IRCICA i n Novem­
ber 1986; he contributed t o the 
success of the F i r s t I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Calligraphy Competition organised 
by ICPICH as a Jury member. May 
God bless his soul. 



ISLAMIC HERITAGE COMMISSION (ICPICH) 

KING FAHD AWARDS CEREMONY HELD IN 
RIYADH, SAUDI ARABIA 

The Awards P r e s e n t a t i o n Ceremony 
of King Fahd Awards 1986 took place 
a t King F a i s a l Centre i n Riyadh, 
on 20 December 1987. I t was an im­
posing ceremony held under the 
patronage of H.R.H. Prince Sultan 
b i n Abdulaziz, Second Deputy Prime 
M i n i s t e r , M i n i s t e r of Defense and 
A v i a t i o n and General I n s p e c t o r , 
Saudi Arabia, on behalf o f the 
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques 
King Fahd b i n Abdul A z i z , w i t h the 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f H.R.H. Prince 
F a i s a l b i n Fahd b i n Abdulaziz, 
General President of Youth Welfare 
and Chairman of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Commission f o r the P r e s e r v a t i o n of 
I s l a m i c C u l t u r a l Heritage (ICPICH), 
H.E.Mr. Syed S h a r i f u d d i n Pirzada, 
Secretary General of the Organisa­
t i o n o f the I s l a m i c Conference and 
Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, 
Secretary of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Commission, D i r e c t o r General of 
IRCICA and Head of the Organising 
Committee of the King Fahd Awards 

Competition. A number of hi g h o f ­
f i c i a l s , the members of ICPICH, the 
members o f the Competition Jury, 
the winners of the c o m p e t i t i o n , 
members of d i p l o m a t i c missions, 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f va r i o u s press 
organs and news agencies attended 
the ceremony. 

The ceremony was inaugurated w i t h 
the r e c i t a t i o n o f the Quran. Then, 
the Chai rman of ICPICH pronounced 
a speech t o welcome a l l p a r t i c i ­
pants and c o n g r a t u l a t e the winners; 
he emphasized the importance of the 
p r e s e r v a t i o n o f the c u l t u r a l h e r i ­
tage which l i n k s the past t o the 
f u t u r e . He s a i d t h a t ICPICH assum­
ed a c r u c i a l r o l e i n the preserva­
t i o n of I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e and t h a t 
t h i s award ceremony c o n s t i t u t e d a 
most b r i l l i a n t achievement i n t h i s 
regard. H.R.H. Prince F a i s a l b i n 
Fahd also commended the OIC General 
S e c r e t a r i a t which spared no e f f o r t 
i n s u p p o r t i n g the p r o j e c t s of the 
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Commission. He thanked the Commis­
sion's S e c r e t a r i a t and the Compe­
t i t i o n Jury as w e l l . 

Then, H.E.Mr. Syed S h a r i f u d d i n 
Pirzada, Secretary General of the 
OIC took the f l o o r ; he lauded the 
idea of the Award programme and the 
e f f o r t s made by the Custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques King Fahd b i n 
Abdulaziz f o r the cause of I s l a m 
and i t s c i v i l i s a t i o n ; he sai d t h i s 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l award i s one example 
of such e f f o r t s and an act i n the 
se r v i c e of Muslims throughout the 
world and emphasized t h a t competi­
t i o n s are a good and u s e f u l method 
of work. Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin t h -
sanoglu also made a speech, i n 
which he expressed h i s g r a t i t u d e 
t o the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques f o r e s t a b l i s h i n g and spon­
s o r i n g t h i s award. He p o i n t e d out 
the o b j e c t i v e s of the award and 
sa i d t h a t w h i l e i t aimed t o disco­
ver the c r e a t i v e c a p a c i t i e s of 

a r c h i t e c t s i n the f i e l d of I s l a m i c 
a r c h i t e c t u r e , i t h i g h l i g h t s the 
I s l a m i c c i v i l i s a t i o n and i t s p r i n ­
c i p a l f e a t u r e s and considers the 
s o l u t i o n of some contemporary 
problems. He was f o l l o w e d by Prof. 
Dr. Gulzar Haider, member of the 
Fa c u l t y of A r c h i t e c t u r e of C a r l t o n 
U n i v e r s i t y , Canada, ICPICH member 
and Advisor t o the Competition 
Jury, who focused on the t e c h n i c a l 
aspects of the c o m p e t i t i o n and ex­
pressed h i s pleasure t o see the 
grea t i n t e r e s t i t - aroused. I n the 
name of the Competition Jury, he 
co n g r a t u l a t e d the ^winners f o r t h e i r 
success and c o n t r i b u t i o n s . 

A r c h i t e c t Yahya Jan ( P r i n c e t o n 
U n i v e r s i t y , U.S.A.) addressed the 
ceremony i n the name of the win­
ners. He thanked the Custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques f o r h i s gene 
rous c o n t r i b u t i o n s and emphasized 
t h a t the c o m p e t i t i o n programme i s 
a very u s e f u l a c t i v i t y encouraging 

Exhibition of winners' designs. From the right, H.R.H. Prince Faisal 
bin Fahd, Prof.Dr.Gulzar Haider, OIC Secretary General H.E.Syed 

Sharifuddin Pirzada and Ambassador of Malaysia H.E.Dato Van Mockhtar 
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H.R.H. Prince Sultan bin Abdulazlz and H.R.H. Prince Faisal bin Fahd 
give a certificate to Prof.Dr.Gulzar Haider, Advisor to the Jury 

young a r c h i t e c t s t o develop t h e i r 
c a p a c i t i e s and e f f o r t s , and t h a t 
i t also c o n s t i t u t e s a gre a t con­
t r i b u t i o n t o the p r e s e r v a t i o n of 
I s l a m i c c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e . He said 
t h a t the g l o b a l spread of the 
awardees was noteworthy and a con­
sequence of the u n i v e r s a l i t y of 
Isl a m as a way of l i f e . 

The speeches were f o l l o w e d by the 
announcement of the names of the 
winners by the Secretary of the 
Commission. H.R.H. Prince Sultan 
b i n Abdulaziz presented the awards 
t o the winners; he also gave cer­
t i f i c a t e s of honour and medals t o 
the Secretary of the Commissi in and 
Head of the Organising Committee, 
t o the Secretary of the Competi­
t i o n , t o the Jury members and 
others who c o n t r i b u t e d i n making 
the c o m p e t i t i o n a success. 
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The p r e s e n t a t i o n of the awards was 
fol l o w e d by the words of H.R.H. 
Prince S u l t a n , who expressed the 
happiness Saudi Arabia had i n host­
ing the ceremony of t h i s competi­
t i o n which was a c r u c i a l step i n 
the r e a l i s a t i o n of the o b j e c t i v e s 
of ICPICH. He said t h a t the support 
of Saudi Arabia t o the work of the 
Commission stemmed from the very 
basic p r i n c i p l e s of the I s l a m i c 
c i v i l i s a t i o n and he co n g r a t u l a t e d 
the Commission and a l l those who 
organised the c o m p e t i t i o n . 

A f t e r the ceremony, H.R.H. Prince 
F a i s a l b i n Fahd, Chairman of the 
Commission inaugurated an e x h i b i ­
t i o n of winners' designs; the 
guests received i n f o r m a t i o n on 
these p r o j e c t s from Prof.Dr. Gulzar 
Haider. Copies of a Souvenir Pub­
l i c a t i o n were d i s t r i b u t e d . 



On the same day, an i n f o r m a l semi­
nar session was held s e p a r a t e l y , 
by the awardees and the members of 
the c o m p e t i t i o n Jury; t h i s proved 
t o be a meaningful i n t e r a c t i o n 
between them and a u s e f u l opportu­
n i t y t o discuss the young a r c h i ­
t e c t s ' m o t i v a t i o n f o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
i n the 1986 Competition, t h e i r 
reasons f o r s e l e c t i n g the respec­
t i v e issues covered i n t h e i r en­

t r i e s , t h e i r views and impressions, 
e t c . 

The r e s u l t s of the King Fahd Awards 
Competition 1986 were published i n 
the Newsletter no.12 (August 1986). 
270 e n t r i e s i n the a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
design category and 90 e n t r i e s i n 
the research category were submit­
t e d t o the c o m p e t i t i o n , from about 
40 c o u n t r i e s a l l over the wo r l d . 

Djall-thuluth writing by Jaslm JU-NaJafl 
(third mention a t the Calligraphy Competition) 
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FOURTH MEETING OF THE 
HERITAGE COMMISSION 

Riyadh, 21 December 1987 

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r 
the P r e s e r v a t i o n of I s l a m i c C u l t u ­
r a l Heritage (1CP1CH) held i t s 
Fourth Ordinary Meeting on 21 Dec­
ember 1987 at the King F a i s a l Cen­
t e r i n Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, under 
the Chairmanship of H.R.H. Prince 
F a i s a l Bin Fahd b i n Abdulaziz. 

H.E.Mr. Syed S h a r i f u d d i n Pirzada, 
Secretary General of the 01C was 
present a t the meeting, as w e l l as: 

- Mr. Hassan Mohammed Daoud, Dir­
e c t o r of C u l t u r a l and S o c i a l 
A f f a i r s a t the 01C General Sec­
r e t a r i a t and Executive D i r e c t o r 
of the I s l a m i c S o l i d a r i t y Fund; 

- Mr. N e b i l Maarouf, D i r e c t o r of 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e and F i n a n c i a l 
A f f a i r s a t the OIC General Sec­
r e t a r i a t ; 

- Mr.Noureddine el-Mazni, I n f o r ­
mation O f f i c e r a t the OIC Gene­
r a l S e c r e t a r i a t , 

and the f o l l o w i n g ICPICH members: 

- H.E. Prof. Abdelhadi Boutaleb, 
Morocco (Vice Chairman); 
Prof.Dr. Abdullah Hassan Masri, 
Saudi Arabia; 
Prof.Dr. A f i f Bahnassi, S y r i a ; 
Prof.Dr. Gulzar Haider, Pakis­
t a n ; 

- Dr. J a v i d I q b a l , Pakistan; 
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- Dr. Mahmoud Zouber, M a l i ; 
- Dr. Shawqi Sha'ath, P.L.O.; 

Prof. Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, 
Secretary of ICPICH; 

- Members of ICPICH S e c r e t a r i a t . 

The session was inaugurated by H.R. 
H. the Chairman of ICPICH; i n h i s 
speech, the Chairman conveyed t o 
the p a r t i c i p a n t s the s a t i s f a c t i o n 
of the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Fahd over the success 
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e c o g n i t i o n won 
by the King Fahd Awards Competition 

1986 f o r Design and Research i n 
Is l a m i c A r c h i t e c t u r e . He commended 
the e f f o r t s and assistance of the 
OIC General S e c r e t a r i a t , the Sec­
r e t a r i a t of the Commission and the 
Coordination and L i a i s o n O f f i c e i n 
Riyadh, which made t h i s success 
p o s s i b l e . 

I n h i s speech, H.E.Mr. Syed Shari-
f u d d i n Pirzada, Secretary General 
of OIC expressed h i s a p p r e c i a t i o n 
f o r the p r o j e c t s undertaken by 
ICPICH; he s a i d t h a t these p r o j e c t s 

Imitation of Hamld Al-Amldl by Tallb A.B.Al-Azzapfl 
{atrard-Klnner at the Calligraphy Competition) 

An a»fard-*rlnnlng calligraphy In djali-dlwanl by 
Muhammed All Al-Hamouzl 



were r e a l i s e d thanks i o the pers­
p i c a c i t y of H.R.H. the Chairman and 
the members of the Commission. He 
q u a l i f i e d these p r o j e c t s as " o r i ­
g i n a l " . Then, the Secretary of the 
Commission presented the work prog­
ramme and the r e p o r t prepared by 
the S e c r e t a r i a t . During the working 
sessions, the Commission discussed 
the steps t o be taken i n the exe­
c u t i o n of the p r o j e c t s and f u t u r e 
a c t i v i t i e s . On the basis of the 
experience gained i n the F i r s t King 
Fahd Awards Competition, i t also 
took up the pr e p a r a t i o n s f o r the 
second c o m p e t i t i o n which i s sche­
duled f o r 1989. 

I n i t s recommendations and d e c i ­
s ions, the meeting adopted the re 
p o r t presented by the S e c r e t a r i a t 
of 1CP1CH, the r e p o r t s of the Tech­
n i c a l Committee and the Fund Rais­
ing Committee of 1CPICH which had 
both met the previous day; i t en­
t r u s t e d the S e c r e t a r i a t of 1CP1CH 
t o undertake the new p r o j e c t s put 
forward i n these r e p o r t s w i t h i n the 
l i m i t s of a v a i l a b i l i t i e s . 

Tt also decided that, a study be 
made about the p u b l i c a t i o n of a 
work t o document the I s l a m i c 
monuments i n P a l e s t i n e . 

Imitation of Hamld M-Amldl by Davut Bektas 
(second mention at the Calligraphy Competition) 



NEWSFILE ON ISLAMIC HERITAGE 

CRAFTS; A TRADITION TO PRESERVE 

INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON 
"WOMEN IN CRAFTS". PAKISTAN 

nLok Virsa", the National I n s t i ­
t u t e of Folk and T r a d i t i o n a l Heri­
tage i n Islamabad, Pakistan hosted 
the 11th Asian Assembly of the 
World Crafts Council on 29-30 Oct­
ober 1987. I n conjunction with the 
Assembly, a workshop on "Women i n 
Crafts" was organised, from 31st 
October-2nd November. 

The workshop, sponsored by the Na­
t i o n a l Crafts Council of Pakistan 
and Lok Virsa, focused on the con­
t r i b u t i o n s and experiences of women 
i n c r a f t making, as a major area 
of concern r e l a t i n g t o c r a f t s . 
Papers presented also dealt with 
the issue with reference to p a r t i ­
cular regions of Pakistan, India 
and A u s t r a l i a . Raja Fuziah b t . Raja 
Tun Uda, Deputy Director General of 
IRCICA par t i c i p a t e d i n the workshop 
on behalf of ICPICH Secretariat. 

The issue of t r a i n i n g and youth 
apprenticeship raised during the 
workshop revealed the concern r e ­
garding the aspects of preservation 
and passing of the t r a d i t i o n a l 
s k i l l s . The need t o introduce 
design innovations and the metho­
dology regarding the introduction 
of changes were also discussed dur­
ing the meeting. E f f o r t s made par­
t i c u l a r l y at the ru r a l l e v e l t o 
integrate women i n viable projects 
as craft-makers were discussed i n 
great d e t a i l . The participants r e ­
cognized the need f o r governments, 
non-governmental organisations, 
corporate organisations and a r t i ­
sans groups to integrate e f f o r t s 
towards the recognition of the 

status of the c r a f t s people and the 
protection and promotion of c r a f t s ; 
a pragmatic approach t o the solu­
t i o n of problems and constraints 
was recommended. 

The workshop program comprised 
various displays and demonstrations 
of "Artisans-at-work". Such mani­
festations are organised regularly 
by the host organisation Lok Virsa 
to support and mobilise c r a f t s 
people: f o r example, a f i v e day 
Artisans F e s t i v a l i s held each 
spring at the Virsa Complex where 
artisans bring t h e i r works to 
people. 

Lok Virsa, the National I n s t i t u t e 
of Folk and T r a d i t i o n a l Heritage 
was established i n 1974 f o r stu­
dies, c o l l e c t i o n , documentation, 
preservation and dissemination of 
Pakistan's c u l t u r a l heritage as 
manifest i n i t s f o l k l o r i c and o r a l 
t r a d i t i o n s . Lok Virsa makes v i l ­
l a g e -to-village recordings of f o l k 
l i t e r a t u r e , f o l k music, arts and 
c r a f t s , customs and t r a d i t i o n s . The 
results of these researches are 
published i n series of books, as 
wel l as recorded cassettes, video 
cassettes, cards, and other w r i t t e n 
and audio-visual material. The 
I n s t i t u t e ' s concern f o r "preserva­
t i o n " i s translated not only i n 
research and documentation but also 
i n promotional a c t i v i t i e s such as 
commissioning and o f f e r i n g p a r t i ­
c i p a t i o n t o regional w r i t e r s , 
poets, a r t i s t s , artisans, musi­
cians, f o l k l o r i s t s and even stu­
dents . 

B r i e f l y , the I n s t i t u t e assumed and 
is a c t u a l l y performing a c r u c i a l 
r o l e i n the preservation of Pakis­
tan's c u l t u r a l and popular h e r i ­
tage. 



A STUDY DESERVING SUPPORT: 
"TRADITIONAL CRAFTS OF SENEGAL" 

I n a g e o g r a p h i c a l l y opposite p a r t 
of the I s l a m i c w o r l d , another ins­
t i t u t i o n makes e f f o r t s t o preserve, 
study and disseminate knowledge on 
c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e : i t i s the "Ar­
chives C u l t u r e l l e s du Senegal" 
( N a t i o n a l Archives of Senegal). 
This i n s t i t u t i o n was e s t a b l i s h e d 
i n 1967 under the M i n i s t r y of Cul­
t u r e of Senegal. I t s research pro­
j e c t s are based on o r i g i n a l mate­
r i a l s and documents t h a t are c o l ­
l e c t e d from v a r i o u s p a r t s of the 
country and t r e a t e d and evaluated 
by A.C.S.'s exp e r t s . 

One of the new p r o j e c t s envisaged 
by A.C.S. concerns the " T r a d i t i o n a l 
C r a f t s people i n Senegal". The pur­
pose of the p r o j e c t i s t w o - f o l d : 

The s o c i o - c u l t u r a l f a c e t of the 
p r o j e c t c o n s i s t s i n an attempt 
t o prepare an i n v e n t o r y of 
craftsm a k i n g i n i t s h i s t o r i c a l , 
a e s t h e t i c a l , t e c h n i c a l and e t h ­
n o l o g i c a l aspects. A l l branches 
of t r a d i t i o n a l c r a f t s such as 
p o t t e r y , weaving, basketwork, 
ironwork, woodwork and dyeing 
w i l l be covered. 

- The socio-economic f a c e t of the 
p r o j e c t aims t o h i g h l i g h t the 
p r a c t i c a l and u s e f u l characte­
r i s t i c s of c r a f t products and 
t o improve and r e a d j u s t them, 
when necessary, i n order t o i n ­
t e g r a t e t h i s a c t i v i t y i n the 
modern socio-economic demand-
supply processus. 

I n the l i g h t o f the f i n d i n g s of 
the above s t u d i e s and t a k i n g i n t o 
account the c u r r e n t socio-economic 
environment, the p r o j e c t aims a t 
c o n t r i b u t i n g t o the p r e s e r v a t i o n 
and development of a t r a d i t i o n and 
a whole process of s k i l l s and 
products t h a t are threatened by 
e x t i n c t i o n . 

The master plan of the p r o j e c t em­
phasizes " i n our s o c i e t i e s where 
o r a l expression i s s t i l l the pre ­
f e r r e d way of t r a n s m i s s i o n of 
knowledge and p r a c t i c e s " , the study 
w i l l n e c e s s a r i l y be based on f i e l d 
surveys on the people who are i n ­
volved i n the t r a d i t i o n a l c r a f t s 
a c t i v i t y since generations. The 
surveys and the t r a n s l a t i o n and 
e v a l u a t i o n of the survey r e g i s t e r s 
are t o be conducted f o r each of the 
main e t h n o - c u l t u r a l p o p u l a t i o n 
groups and languages i n Senegal, 
such as B a s s a r i , D i o l a , Mandingue, 
Serere, Peulh, Wolof and Soninke. 
I t i s foreseen t h a t the execution 
o f the p r o j e c t i n c l u d i n g f i e l d 
surveys, the e v a l u a t i o n of the r e ­
s u l t s and the p r e p a r a t i o n of the 
documents w i l l take 15 months. Ad­
d i t i o n a l f i n a n c e i s needed f o r the 
execution of t h i s p r o j e c t which i s 
l i k e l y t o come up w i t h s i g n i f i c a n t 
f i n d i n g s about the issue of i n t e g ­
r a t i o n of t r a d i t i o n a l p r o d u c t i v e 
a c t i v i t i e s i n the modern s o c i o ­
economic environment, as w e l l as 
the e t h n o - c u l t u r a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
of the A f r i c a n p o p u l a t i o n . 

BAGHDAD INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL 
OF ARABIC CALLIGRAPHY AND 

ISLAMIC DECORATION: 
"ARABIC CALLIGRAPHY IN THE 

SERVICE OF HUMAN CIVILISATION" 

This one-week i n t e r n a t i o n a l f e s t i ­
v a l i s scheduled t o commence on 24 
A p r i l 1988 i n Baghdad, I r a q . Cal-
l i g r a p h e r s , a r t i s t s o f g i l d i n g and 
i l l u m i n a t i o n , as w e l l as research­
ers and experts of I s l a m i c a r t s 
w i l l p a r t i c i p a t e i n the f e s t i v a l 
programme, which w i l l i n c l u d e ex­
h i b i t i o n s , seminars and l e c t u r e s 
on v a r i o u s aspects of these a r t s . 
The Secretary of the Heritage Com­
missi o n (ICPICH) as w e l l as the 
Secretary of the F i r s t I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l C a l l i g r a p h y Competition o r ­
ganised by ICPICH w i l l p a r t i c i p a t e 
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Producer and Director i n 
the Jordan TV Mr. Adnan 
Ramaht supervising the 
filming of Islamic Monu­

ments in Istanbul 

i n the f e s t i v a l i n the name of the 
Commission. Professor Yusuf Zennun, 
who was a Jury member of the Cal­
ligraphy Competition organised by 
ICP1CH, i s the President of the 
f e s t i v a l ' s Organizing Committee. 
He indicated t h a t t h i s f e s t i v a l i s 
to be held once every three years, 
as an a c t i v i t y to complement the 
series of calligraphy competitions 
already started by ICPICH. Prof. 
Zennun was i n Turkey l a s t November, 
to make i n v i t a t i o n s to well-known 
Turkish calligraphers and a r t ex­
perts. He also v i s i t e d the Secre­
t a r i a t of the Commission, where a 
meeting was held to discuss the 
preparation of the f e s t i v a l and the 
Commission's p a r t i c i p a t i o n . Were 
present at t h i s meeting Dr. Hassan 
Madhar, Cu l t u r a l Counsellor of I r a q 
i n I s t a nbul, Prof. Yusuf Zennun and 
the calligraphers who w i l l p a r t i ­
cipate i n the f e s t i v a l ; the gather­
ing proved to be a useful opportu­
n i t y to exchange views. 

JORDAN FILMING ISLAMIC 
CULTURAL HERITAGE 

Jordan TV produces a documentary 
f i l m series on the Islamic a r t i s t i c 
and a r c h i t e c t u r a l heritage i n 16 
countries. The monuments and other 
heritage properties i n 200 c i t i e s 
w i l l be covered, among which are 
Mecca and Medina, al-Quds al-Sha-
r i f , Fez, I s t a n b u l , San'a, Damas­
cus, Samarkant, Tashkent, Baghdad, 
Bukhara ... . The h i s t o r y and geo­

graphic locat i o n of the c i t i e s and 
monuments w i l l be given i n d e t a i l . 
The f i l m w i l l also comprise the 
i n s t i t u t i o n s dealing with the pre­
servation of c u l t u r a l heritage i n 
the concerned countries. Parts of 
the f i l m concerning Algeria, Jor­
dan, Morocco, Palestine, Saudi 
Arabia and Yemen are already com­
pleted. The f i r s t broadcasts w i l l 
s t a r t mid-1988 on the TV of Jordan 
as w e l l as other Islamic countries 
and Western countries where there 
are Muslim m i n o r i t i e s . The broad­
casts w i l l be e i t h e r i n English, 
French and Arabic or i n other lan­
guages such as Urdu and Turkish. 
The project i s conducted under the 
aegis of the M i n i s t r y of Informa­
t i o n of Jordan, with the coopera­
t i o n and technical assistance of 
the TV organisations of the con­
cerned countries, which w i l l each 
receive the whole, series. This i s 
an examplary form of c u l t u r a l coo­
peration. Well-known producer and 
d i r e c t o r i n the Jordan TV Mr. Adnan 
Ramahi d i r e c t s the project; he i s 
helped by s p e c i a l i s t s and scholars 
from the u n i v e r s i t i e s of the con­
cerned countries. 

The f i l m w i l l also include i n f o r ­
mation about the a c t i v i t i e s of 
IRCICA and ICPICH. The producers 
v i s i t e d IRCICA, the Secretariat of 
the Commission during September. 
They showed keen i n t e r e s t i n the 
work of the Commission, the purview 
of which i s closely related to the 
theme of the series. 



AL-QUDS MONUMENTS 
AWAITING PROTECTION 

Al-Quds a t the end of the 19th century (Photograph selected 
from IRCICA's ArchivesJ 

Al-Quds i s the c i t y o f Al-Aqsa 
Mosque, t h e t h i r d Holy Mosque i n 
Isl a m ; o f the Omar Mosque, the Dome 
of the Rock and many o t h e r h i s t o ­
r i c a l monuments. Arabs s e t t l e d i n 
t h i s land around the year t h r e e 
thousand B.C. Throughout h i s t o r y , 
people of Arab o r i g i n l i v e d i n t h i s 
land under d i f f e r e n t names such as 
the Canaanites, Yabussis, Amo-
r i t e s , Moabites. This was an area 
of demographic a t t r a c t i o n ; d u r i n g 
the u n i n t e r r u p t e d presence of Arabs 
i n the r e g i o n , o t h e r peoples and 
t r i b e s j o i n e d and were fused i n 
t h e i r c i v i l i s a t i o n : Greeks, Per­
s i a n s , Romans, Byzantines and 
ot h e r s . But Arab c u l t u r e and c i v i ­
l i s a t i o n always dominated over 
ot h e r c u l t u r e s . 

This blessed land was a source of 
knowledge and l e a r n i n g ; i t gave 
b i r t h t o a number o f s c i e n t i s t s , 
s p e c i a l i s t s and a u t h o r i t i e s o f 

Fiqh. I t houses numerous h e r i t a g e 
p r o p e r t i e s , manuscripts s c a t t e r e d 
around i n houses, mosques, l i ­
b r a r i e s . I t a l s o contains precious 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l monuments which stand 
as a proof o f the g r e a t h i s t o r y of 
Muslims i n the r e g i o n : Al-Aqsa 
Mosque i n the f i r s t p l a c e ; the Dome 
of the Rock, the Mosque of Omar b i n 
Khattab, f o u n t a i n s , medersas, 
s c i e n t i f i c c e n t r e s , as w e l l as the 
tombs of nine companions of the 
Prophet (P.B.U.H.) and hundreds of 
men of l e a r n i n g , statesmen and r e ­
l i g i o u s a u t h o r i t i e s . 

A l l these h i s t o r i c a l m a n i f e s t a t i o n s 
of the I s l a m i c c i v i l i s a t i o n , c u l ­
t u r e and a r t face today the danger 
of d e s t r u c t i o n and o b l i v i o n . They 
need p r o t e c t i o n , through the e f ­
f o r t s and a c t i o n of I s l a m i c i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s , o r g a n i s a t i o n s and perso­
n a l i t i e s ; a l l m a t e r i a l , moral and 
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technical means and c a p a b i l i t i e s 
should be combined to save and make 
them l i v e . This i s a human task 
and the resources needed are 
minimal compared to the p o s s i b i l i ­
t i e s of the Islamic world. 

The Research Centre f o r Islamic 
p i s t o r y , Art and Culture (IRCICA) 
took up t h i s subject i n one of i t s 
f i r s t publications: "The Muslim 
Pious Foundations and Real Estates 
i n Palestine" published i n 1982. 
The study was based on the Ottoman 
land registers (Tahrir D e f t e r i ) of 
the 16th century recording the 
waqfs and properties of Muslims i n 
f i v e provinces of Palestine: A l -
Quds, Gaza, Safad, Nablus and A j -
lun. Presently, the Centre i s pre­
paring another study which w i l l be 
published w i t h i n the framework of 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r 
the Preservation of Islamic Cultu­
r a l Heritage (ICPICH) of which 
IRCICA i s the Executive Organ and 
Secretariat. 

Thus the Centre j o i n s i t s c a l l , t o 
that of the Royal Academy f o r I s ­
lamic C i v i l i s a t i o n Research of 
Jordan and the Organisation of Arab 
Towns, which published an important 
work t i t l e d "The Treasuries of 
Al-Quds", prefaced by H.E. Dr. 
Nassir el-Din el-Assad, President 
of the Royal Academy. I n preparing 
t h i s a r t i c l e , we used the Preface 
of t h i s work as a reference, t o 
remind everybody once again that 
outstanding monuments, concrete 
products of the Islamic c i v i l i s a ­
t i o n are there, waiting t o be 
saved. 

As known by our readers, we regu­
l a r l y publish i n t h i s section of 
the Newsletter, excerpts from the 
opinions and impressions of various 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s , v i s i t o r s , research­
ers, etc. about our Centre. This 
time, we have the pleasure t o pre­
sent i n the f i r s t place a communi­
cation addressed recently to TRCTCA 
by H.R.H. Crown Prince Hasan bin 
T a l l a l of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan ( O r i g i n a l : Arabic). 

"Dear Brother Dr. Ekmeleddin t h -
sanoglu, May God protect you, 

I convey to you my best regards and 
best wishes, praying God that you 
always be i n good health and suc­
cessful. I received your l e t t e r and 
thank you f o r your good wishes. I 
appreciate the accomplishments of 
the Research Centre f o r Islamic 
History, Art and Culture. A l l these 
achievements are the r e s u l t s of the 
generous and continuous e f f o r t s you 
make to re a l i s e the noble objec­
ti v e s f o r which the Centre was 
created. I am convinced that your 
Newsletter contributes t o dissemi­
nate the Islamic culture and sp i ­
r i t , and news about the Islamic 
world t o those who are interested. 
We s h a l l communicate t o you ideas 
and opinions that could contribute 
to promote t h i s Newsletter and 
fur t h e r increase i t s usefulness. I 
pray God to show us the r i g h t path 
i n the service of the Islamic 
world." 

Hasan bin T a l l a l 
Amman, 21 Rabiulthani 1408H/ 
12 December 1987 
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* " I n your book 'Turkish a r t and 
architecture' you have featured 
the r o l e of the Turkish a r t wi t h ­
i n the development of human c i v i ­
l i s a t i o n and eliminated the 
thoughts aiming to replace t h i s 
a r t w ith other elements th a t have 
no r e l a t i o n with the o r i g i n of 
the Turkish Muslim people. May 
God bless you so that you c o n t i ­
nue your work which makes your 
Centre a radiant i n s t i t u t i o n i n 
the Muslim world and elsewhere" 
( o r i g i n a l : Arabic). 

Dr. Salah Al-Mehdi, Director of 
Cu l t u r a l A f f a i r s , Tunisia and 
member of IRCICA Governing Coun­
c i l at i t s f i r s t term 

* "Your ( l a s t ) two wonderful books 
are - as a l l work you do - of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l dimension and they 
contribute to the knowledge about 
Islamic c i v i l i s a t i o n , f o r which 
we a l l endeavour i n our respec­
t i v e areas" ( o r i g i n a l : French). 

Dr.Mohamed Sijelmassi, M.D., 
Casablanca, Morocco; member of 
IRCICA Governing Council at i t s 
f i r s t term 

* " I v i s i t e d the Centre on 21 Sep­
tember 1987 and received i n f o r ­
mation on the movement of c u l t u ­
r a l r e v i v a l i t undertakes under 
the guidance of i t s Director 
General; having seen the valuable 
books and a r t i s t i c works i t pub­
lishes i n t h i s Islamic c a p i t a l , 
I s t a nbul, I can do not else than 
pray f o r the continuation of the 
successful publications of the 
Centre. I n f a c t , with i t s p u b l i ­
cation and t r a n s l a t i o n work, t h i s 
Centre has become an Islamic 
academy which endeavours to pre­
serve the heritage by using the 
l a t e s t technologies..." (Origin­
a l : Arabic) 

Prof.Dr. Ahmed As-Said Suleyman, 
Professor of Oriental Studies and 
Turcology, University of Cairo, 
Egypt; 21 September 1987 

* " i would l i k e t o express my 
thanks to Prof.Dr. Ekmeleddin 
Ihsanoglu and the Centre's 
s t a f f f o r t h e i r e f f o r t s to d i s ­
seminate Islamic c u l t u r e , which 
1 hope w i l l expand as i n the 
past. I am sure that these s i n ­
cere e f f o r t s w i l l give t h e i r re­
su l t s i n the near futu r e . With 
congratulations and wishes f o r 
the well-being of mankind." ( O r i ­
g i n a l : Arabic) 

H.E.Mr.Badr Amr Def'a, Ambassador 
of the State of Qatar i n Spain; 
2 October 1987 

* " I had the pleasure to v i s i t the 
Research Centre f o r Islamic His­
t o r y , Art and Culture i n Istan­
b u l , where I saw one of the c i ­
tadels of Islamic c u l t u r a l h e r i ­
tage. The important works i t ac­
complished to preserve the h e r i ­
tage are the results of the sub­
s t a n t i a l e f f o r t s made by those 
who work there. We wish them a l l 
the success" ( O r i g i n a l : Arabic) 

Mr. A l i Mohammed Thaur, Consul 
General of the Yemen Arab Repub­
l i c , I stanbul; 21 Octobre 1987 

IRCICA i n the information media 

* The Jordan TV i s preparing a do­
cumentary f i l m series about I s ­
lamic c u l t u r a l heritage i n var­
ious countries ( p i s . see ICPICH 
section, Newsfile on Islamic 
Heritage). The producers group 
headed by Mr. Adnan Ramahi was 
i n IRCICA during September to 
prepare the part of the f i l m re­
lated to IRCICA and ICPICH. Mr. 
Ramahi had an interview with 
IRCICA Director General, about 
the d i f f e r e n t projects of the 
Centre, as w e l l as on subjects 
related to Islamic architecture. 
The group showed great i n t e r e s t 
i n the Centre's premises w i t h i n 
the h i s t o r i c Y i l d i z Palace 
complex. 
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The B u l l e t i n of the Middle Bast 
Studies Association (MESA) Vol. 
21, no. 1 dated July 1987 con­
tains a detailed a r t i c l e i n t r o ­
ducing IRCICA. 

The a r t i c l e gives the b r i e f h i s ­
t o r y of the Centre, describes i t s 
premises, l i s t s i t s objectives; 
i t mentions a l l kinds of a c t i v i ­
t i e s undertaken by the Centre 
such as the organisation of i n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l meetings, conferences 
and e x h i b i t i o n s , the archives of 
h i s t o r i c a l photographs, the l i ­
brary and the research projects. 
Publications r e f l e c t i n g the re­
s u l t s of these reserarches are 
l i s t e d i n f u l l . 

" K u l l Al-Arab"(All Arabs) j o u r ­
nal published i n Paris, France 
introduced IRCICA i n i t s no.266 
dated 30 September 1987, through 
an a r t i c l e by Dr. Samir K h a i r i . 
A l l aspects of IRCICA's a c t i v i ­
t i e s are covered i n t h i s a r t i c l e 
including i t s objectives, i t s on­
going studies, the books publish­
ed j o i n t l y w ith other i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s , i t s l i b r a r y and archives, 
and projects envisaged f o r the 
fut u r e . 

The a r t i c l e also mentions the 
a c t i v i t i e s of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Commission f o r the Preservation 
of Islamic C u l t u r a l Heritage 
(ICPICH) and p a r t i c u l a r l y the two 
competitions organised by the 
Commission, namely the King Fahd 

Awards and Calligraphy Competi­
tions . 

* The interview made by Dr. Ahmed 
Makhtoum with IRCICA Director 
General i n Jeddah i n October 1987 
was published i n "Al-Sharq A l -
Awsat" of 2 November 1987. The 
Director General was i n Jeddah 
on the occasion of a meeting on 
coordination w i t h i n the OIC. 

The a r t i c l e s t a r t s with the f o l ­
lowing appreciative words: "The 
Centre i s considered as one of 
the important i n s t i t u t i o n s which 
undertake o r i g i n a l studies i n the 
service of Islamic culture and 
thought and endeavour to preserve 
the heritage of Islamic c i v i l i ­
sation". A c t i v i t i e s of the Centre 
are covered i n f u l l , including 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Symposium on 
Modern Sciences and the Muslim 
World organised recently. Special 
emphasis i s put on the coopera­
t i o n and regular contacts estab­
lished with other i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

The subject of coordination among 
the subsidiary organs of the OIC 
was also touched upon, and the 
Director General said t h a t coor­
dination w i t h i n the OIC i s based 
on sound p r a c t i c a l measures and 
a methodology which prevents 
duplications i n the work. 

The interview report also covers 
the work of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Commission f o r the Preservation 
of Islamic C u l t u r a l Heritage. 



SURVEY OF BOOKS 
* Nadjm oud-Dine Bammate, CITES 

D'ISLAM. Arthaud, P a r i s , 1987, 
27+32,5 cm., 236 p. 

A f a n t a s t i c j o u r n e y throughout the 
almost i d e n t i c a l c o n f i g u r a t i o n s of 
the " I s l a m i c space" i n d i f f e r e n t 
t imes, under d i f f e r e n t c l i m a t e s : 
t h i s i s the l e a s t t h i s e x c e l l e n t 
book o f f e r s t o us. I t i s composed 
of thematic c o l l e c t i o n s of p i c t u r e s 
by most famous photographers, h i g h ­
l i g h t i n g t h e e s s e n t i a l f e a t u r e s of 
the I s l a m i c c i t y and the d a i l y so­
c i a l l i f e o f Muslims. The reader 
can admire marvellous views of 
c i t i e s i n Saudi Arabia, Yemen, A l ­
g e r i a , Morocco, T u n i s i a , Turkey, 
Niger, Senegal... the people, the 
landscape, d w e l l i n g s , mosques, mar­
k e t s , d i f f e r e n t aspects of l i f e ; he 
can savour the author's d e f i n i t i o n 
of the concept of the I s l a m i c c i t y , 
where the m a t e r i a l i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
from the i m m a t e r i a l , t h e o r y from 
p r a c t i c e , space from l a n d , e a r t h l y 
l i f e from e t e r n a l l i f e , n ot t o se­
parate them but t o combine them i n 
a s i n g l e u n i v e r s a l v i s i o n t u r n e d 
t o God. 

The album has a c l o t h b i n d i n g w i t h 
a j a c k e t ; i t includes 32 black and 
w h i t e and 122 c o l o u r photographs, 
as w e l l as m i n i a t u r e s , p a i n t i n g s 
and c a l l i g r a p h i e s . A "Note on the 
photographs" int r o d u c e s the photo­
graphers whose works are i n c l u d e d 
i n the album. The B i b l i o g r a p h y 
gives the sources of n e a r l y 70 
notes and sayings quoted i n r e l a ­
t i o n t o each theme. 

The c o l l e c t i o n s of p i c t u r e s i l l u s ­
t r a t e the f o l l o w i n g t o p i c s : a f t e r 
a Preface by Dominique de M e n i l , 
t h e r e i s the Prelude, and then 
" O r i e n t a t i o n " , f o l l o w e d by "the 
land and the water"; " f e a t u r e s of 
the c i t y " ; "the mosque and the 

market"; "the palace"; "the p r i v a t e 
house"; "a c i t y i n I s l a m " ; "Mecca, 
or the end of the road"; " l i g h t 
upon l i g h t " ; " M e d i n a " ; "the mosque"; 
"the garden of Eden and gardens of 
pleasure"; " r o y a l gardens and i n ­
t e r i o r gardens"; "the n i g h t of 
d e s t i n y " ; "Topkapi"; "spaces of 
death"; P o s t s c r i p t . 

This posthumous p u b l i c a t i o n i s un­
f i n i s h e d . An a u t h o r i t y i n I s l a m i c 
c u l t u r e and a r t s , Prof.Dr. Nadjm 
oud-Dine Bammate passed away on 15 
January 1985. He was born i n Paris 
i n 1922, t o a Muslim f a m i l y from 
Caucasia. He graduated and obtained 
h i s PhD i n Roman Law from the Uni­
v e r s i t y of Lausanne. De d i c a t i n g 
h i m s e l f t o s t u d i e s on I s l a m a t an 
e a r l y age, he s t u d i e d a t the T r i ­
n i t y College i n Cambridge, Al-Azhar 
U n i v e r s i t y i n Cairo, the "Ecole des 
Hautes Etudes" and the "College de 
France" i n P a r i s . I n 1948, Nadjm 
oud-Dine Bammate was appointed as 
the delegate of Afghanistan a t the 
U n i t e d Nations O r g a n i s a t i o n . One 
year l a t e r , he j o i n e d the UNESCO, 
where he undertook v a r i o u s impor­
t a n t f u n c t i o n s , and f i n a l l y , from 
1975 t o 1979, t h a t of S p e c i a l Ad­
v i s o r t o the A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r 
General f o r C u l t u r e and Communica­
t i o n . I n 1976, he was appointed as 
t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the OIC i n 
P a r i s . He was a member of the 
D r a f t i n g Committee f o r the I s l a m i c 
D e c l a r a t i o n on Human Rig h t s . From 
1977 onwards, he taught s o c i o l o g y 
and I s l a m i c c u l t u r e and c i v i l i s a ­
t i o n a t the U n i v e r s i t y of P a r i s V I I 
(Jussieu) and P a r i s IV (Sorbonne). 
He gave numerous l e c t u r e s , produced 
t e l e v i s i o n programs and wrote books 
and a r t i c l e s . He made val u a b l e con­
t r i b u t i o n s t o I s l a m and the Muslim-
C h r i s t i a n dialogue (A more d e t a i l e d 
biography o f Nadjm oud-Dine Bammate 
was published i n the Newsletter 
no.8, A p r i l 1985). 
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Nadjm oud-Dine Bammate wrote and 
t r a v e l l e d with unceasing zeal and 
a deep attachment to his work; he 
always had new projects i n mind, 
and one of them was the publication 
of the album introduced here. Un­
for t u n a t e l y , death caught up with 
him suddenly. The book came to 
l i g h t thanks to the e f f o r t s and 
contributions of his brother Timour 
and his brother's wife Marianne 
Bammate. Although Nadjm oud-Dine 
Bammate had much else to say, the 
work i s , as such, an outstanding 
accomplishment, a l i m i t l e s s ex­
pression through words and pic­
tures. I t w i l l absorb the reader 
i n profuse r e f l e c t i o n s and f a s c i ­
nating r e a l i t i e s . 

* Serge Jagailloux, La Medicali-
sation de 1'Enypte au XlXeae Steele 
(1789-1918) (Medicalisation of 
Egypt at the 19th century), Ed. 
Recherche sur les C i v i l i s a t i o n s , 
Paris, 1986, 21x30 cm., 342 p. 

This work i s an abridged, but en­
riched version of the author's 
doctorate th e s i s , completed i n 1983 
under the t i t l e of Medicines et 
Sante dans l'Eftypte au XIX eme 
siecle (1798-1918) (Medicine and 
Health i n Egypt at the 19th Cen­
t u r y ) . I t i s the outcome of an i n -
depth study based on the generally 
accepted idea that the progress of 
medicine and hygiene i n the l a s t 
two centuries has been an essential 
reason f o r the amelioration of 
public health and the growth of 
population i n the West; the author 
took the case of Egypt, where West­
ern-type medical practices were 
established i n the 19th century, 
i n order to o b j e c t i v e l y t e s t the 
e f f i c i e n c y of t h i s new medicine. 
The introduction (p. 13-38) gives 
an overview of the c u l t u r a l and 
socio-economic characteristics of 
Egypt i n the 19th century from the 
point of view of t h e i r e f f e c t s on 
the development of medicine and 
health conditions. I n t h i s context, 
he deals with conditions such as 
the t r a d i t i o n a l family environment, 
n u t r i t i o n a l habits, r e l i g i o u s be­
l i e f s and practices, popular su­

p e r s t i t i o n s , the evolution of the 
social structure and appearance of 
the e l i t e s , demographic develop­
ments and changes i n a g r i c u l t u r a l 
a c t i v i t i e s and techniques, etc. 
Part I i n the book (p. 141-160) 
deals with the sanitary f a c i l i t i e s 
s t a r t i n g with Bonaparte's expedi­
t i o n i n Egypt and comprising the 
period of Mohammed M i and his 
successors (1805-1882) and the pe­
r i o d a f t e r the English occupation 
(1882-1918). I t enumerates and 
evaluates a l l accomplishments i n 
the f i e l d of health services, i n ­
cluding the m i l i t a r y medical ser­
vices, the establishment of the 
medical school, the c i v i l h o s p i t a l , 
medical, veterinary and pharmaco­
logic education, f i g h t with epide­
mics and endemics, measures of pub­
l i c health and private sanitary 
e f f o r t s . Part I I (p. 163-216) i s 
related t o the growth of the number 
of medical personnel i n the 19th 
century, i t s geographical d i s t r i ­
bution and i t s professional and 
s c i e n t i f i c q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . The 
s c i e n t i f i c q u a l i t y and l e v e l of the 
medicine practiced at that time i s 
also analysed i n f u l l i n t h i s part. 
A separate section i s devoted to 
the analysis of s t a t i s t i c a l i n f o r ­
mation about the u t i l i s a t i o n of the 
available medical services by the 
people. The picture i s completed 
with Part I I I (p.223-278) which 
focuses on the evolution of epide­
mics, endemics, p a r a s i t i c diseases 
and current pathology and analyses 
the related s t a t i s t i c s i n order to 
assess the general tendencies of 
Egyptians' health from the 19th 
century to the beginning of the 
20th century. I n the Conclusion, 
the author underlines that the 
factors which determined the so­
ciety's choice between the new me­
d i c a l services and t r a d i t i o n a l me­
d i c a l practices were not confined 
to social class differences; there 
were numerous non-economic factors 
which played t h e i r r o l e . The es­
tablishment and e f f i c i e n c y of the 
modern medicine were r e a l f a c t s , 
but a progress in the state of 
public health was not perceptible. 
The application of new medical 



p r a c t i c e s would not s u f f i c e alone 
t o t r a n s f o r m the m e n t a l i t y and way 
of l i f e o f t h e s o c i e t y w i t h i n a 
century. The book i s supplemented 
w i t h a synopsis of a l l h i s t o r i c a l 
events, s c i e n t i f i c , c l i n i c a l and 
t h e r a p e u t i c d i s c o v e r i e s and Western 
and Egyptian medical establishments 
concerning Egypt, f o r the p e r i o d of 
1798-1923. A g l o s s a r y of medical 
terms i s added. D r . J a g a i l l o u x ' s 
work i s not o n l y an o u t s t a n d i n g 
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the h i s t o r y of 
sciences and c i v i l i s a t i o n s , but i t 
also h i g h l i g h t s c e r t a i n f a c t s r e ­
l a t e d t o the h i s t o r y o f Ottoman 
sciences. I t can be used as a major 
reference i n a comparative study 
of the i n s t i t u t i o n s of medical 
education and p u b l i c h e a l t h founded 
by the Ottoman State i n I s t a n b u l 
on one hand, and the progress made 
i n Egypt, on t h e o t h e r . 

* TURKEY, k Bibliography of 
L i t e r a t u r e published i n Pakistan 
and I n d i a , Hamdard U n i v e r s i t y 
Press, K a r a c h i , 1987, 15.5x23.5 
cm., 108 p. 

This b i b l i o g r a p h y of books and ar­
t i c l e s d e a l i n g w i t h d i f f e r e n t as­
pects of Turkey i s much more than 
a r o u t i n e c o m p i l a t i o n of b i b l i o ­
graphic i n f o r m a t i o n . There i s a 
s p i r i t behind i t : t o emphasize the 
h i s t o r i c a l r e l a t i o n s between Pa­
k i s t a n , Turkey and I n d i a . The con­
t e n t s as a whole r e v e a l the s t r o n g 
c u l t u r a l t i e s between them. 

The i n i t i a t i v e t o prepare t h i s 
b i b l i o g r a p h y came from H.E. Hakim 
Muhammed Said, President of the 
Hamdard Foundation and scholar i n 
the f i e l d s of I s l a m i c h i s t o r y and 
h i s t o r y of science. He wrote the 
I n t r o d u c t i o n of the book, which 
gives an overview of the c u l t u r a l 
r e l a t i o n s e s t a b l i s h e d between these 
c o u n t r i e s i n h i s t o r y . The b i b l i o ­
graphy contains 195 e n t r i e s i n En­
g l i s h and 1279 e n t r i e s i n Urdu 
given s e p a r a t e l y i n a l p h a b e t i c a l 
o r d e r , w i t h indexes f o r each. 

* Geschichte der Arabischen Welt 
( H i s t o r y o f the Arab Worl d ) , e d i t e d 
by Prof.Dr. U l r i c h Haarmann, 
Ver l a g C.H.Beck, Miinchen, 1987, 
14,5x23 cm. 720 p., 14 maps. 

Young German scholars working on 
I s l a m i c s t u d i e s and h i s t o r y c o l l a ­
borated t o prepare t h i s r e ference 
on Arab h i s t o r y f o r a general read­
e r s h i p . The p r e s e n t a t i o n i n chro­
n o l o g i c a l order begins w i t h the 
h i s t o r y o f the Arabs i n the 7th 
century and concludes w i t h the 20th 
century when the Arab N a t i o n a l 
States were founded. The geogra­
p h i c a l emphasis i s on the Middle 
East and the Maghreb. The book 
c o n s i s t s o f the f o l l o w i n g chapters: 
I n t r o d u c t i o n ( U l r i c h Haarmann); 
E a r l y I s l a m ( A l b r e c h t N o r t h ) ; the 
K h a l i f a t o f the Abbasides (Tilman 
Nagel); the Fatimides (Heinz Halm); 
the Ayyubides (Heinz Halm); the 
Arab East i n the Late Middle Ages, 
1250-1517 ( U l r i c h Haarmann); - the 
Maghreb and the Pyrenean Peninsula 
t i l l t he end of the Middle Ages 
(Haas-Rudolf S i n g e r ) ; the Arab East 
under the Ottoman Rule, 1517-1800 
(Barbara K e l l n e r - H e i n k e l e ) ; the 
Arab East i n the Nineteenth Centu­
r y , 1800- 1914 (Alexander Scholch); 
the Arab East i n the Twentieth 
Century, 1914-1985 (Helmut Mejch-
n e r ) ; North A f r i c a i n Modern Times 
(Peter S i v e r s ) . 

At the end of the book i s a d e t a i l ­
ed l i s t o f the sources used and a 
b i b l i o g r a p h y w i t h emphasis on Ger­
man l i t e r a t u r e f o r each chapter. 
I n f o r m a t i o n about each o f the con­
t r i b u t o r s i s a l s o provided. The 
maps i n c l u d e d i n the t e x t r e f l e c t 
the changes t h a t occurred i n the 
p o l i t i c a l geography o f the r e g i o n . 
The q u a l i t y o f the p r i n t i n g i s ex­
c e l l e n t . The cover p i c t u r e was 
taken from a handmade a t l a s of the 
Arab w o r l d showing Mecca as the 
c e n t r e of the w o r l d . We congratu­
l a t e the e d i t o r Prof.Dr. U l r i c h 
Haarmann and h i s colleagues f o r 
t h i s v a l u a b l e work. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON C U L T U R A L E V E N T S 

EGYPT 

Eighth I n t e r n a t i o n a l Congress 
on Turkish Arts 

Egypt hosted the 8th I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Congress on Turkish Arts at the 
Arab League Building i n Cairo, from 
26 September to 1st October 1987. 
A hundred of scholars, researchers 
and a r t i s t s from 19 countries par­
t i c i p a t e d i n the Congress which was 
held i n two sections, one devoted 
to architecture and the other to 
other branches of a r t such as mi­
niature p a i n t i n g , t e x t i l e s , car­
pets, ceramics and metalwork. The 
Congress was inaugurated by H.E. 
Dr. Ahmed Heikel, Minister of Cul­
ture of Egypt and chaired by Dr. 
Ahmed Kadry, Chairman of the Egypt­
ian A n t i q u i t i e s Organisation (Min­
i s t r y of Culture). The papers pre­
sented throughout the sessions re­
f l e c t e d the re s u l t s of in-depth 
studies on d i f f e r e n t aspects of 
Turkish a r t and architecture; the 
discussions provided f r u i t f u l op­
por t u n i t i e s f o r exchanges of ideas 
on issues related t o the scholarly 
study of the Turkish-Islamic a r t . 
At the end of the meeting, the 
parti c i p a n t s recommended, among 
others, t h a t r e l a t i o n s and coope­
r a t i o n among the relevant i n s t i t u ­
tions be strengthened and the ef­
f o r t s of researchers working i n 
t h i s f i e l d be supported. 

On the occasion of the Congress, 
the Turkish M i n i s t r y of Culture and 
Tourism organised two ex h i b i t i o n s . 
The f i r s t e x h i b i t i o n on contempo­
rary Turkish calligraphy was held 
i n the Palace of Prince Mohammad 
A l i i n Manial, Cairo; i t comprised 
outstanding examples of c a l l i ­
graphy, marbled paper, bookbind­
ings, as w e l l as carpets and rugs. 
On the other hand, the "Photo­
graphic E x h i b i t i o n of Mimar Sinan's 
Works" displayed remarkable repro­
ductions and pictures of the ar­
c h i t e c t u r a l masterpieces of Mimar 
Sinan, at the Cairo Citadel. 

The F i r s t I n t e r n a t i o n a l Congress 
on Turkish Arts, was held i n 1959 
in Ankara, where i t was decided t o 
regularise the Congress so tha t i t 
be held once every four years i n 
d i f f e r e n t countries. Thus, the 
second Congress i n the series was 
held i n Venice, I t a l y (1963), the 
t h i r d i n Cambridge, England (1967), 
the f o u r t h i n Aix-en-Provence, 
France (1971), the F i f t h i n Buda­
pest, Hungary (1975), the sixth, i n 
Munich, W.Germany (1979) and the 
seventh i n Warsaw, Poland (1983). 
The venue of the n i n t h session i s 
to be decided upon l a t e r . 

GUINEA 

Seminar on "The Role of Islam i n 
I n t e r - C u l t u r a l Relations" 

The Secretariat of State f o r Higher 
Education and S c i e n t i f i c Research 
organised, at the University of 
Conakry, a seminar on "The Role of 
Islam i n I n t e r - C u l t u r a l Relations". 
The seminar was held from 16 t o 23 
November, together with an ex h i b i ­
t i o n of books, documents, photo­
graphs, works of Islamic a r t , as 
well as f i l m performances on d i f ­
ferent aspects of Islamic culture 
and a r t s . 

REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

Exhibitio n of Islamic manuscripts 
and artefacts 

The Union of Muslims i n South Korea 
organised an in t e r n a t i o n a l e x h i b i ­
t i o n of Islamic manuscripts and a r t 
objects i n the month of November, 
where each Muslim country had a 
separate stand. The e x h i b i t i o n was 
coupled w i t h a conference of Muslim 
scholars and sp e c i a l i s t s which took 
up various contemporary issues re­
garding Muslims i n the world and 
future prospects. The Union plans 
to publish the proceedings of the 
conference i n d i f f e r e n t languages. 



I t i s a lso r e p o r t e d t h a t an I s l a m i c 
Centre was inaugurated i n the c i t y 
o f C h i n j u , comprising a mosque, a 
school, a conference h a l l and a 
p u b l i s h i n g house. 

MOROCCO 

H i s t o r y of Muslim Andalusia 
on the t e l e v i s i o n 

The Moroccan t e l e v i s i o n completed 
the p r e p a r a t i o n o f a f i l m about the 
h i s t o r y o f Muslim c i v i l i s a t i o n i n 
Andalusia, r e a l i s e d w i t h the c o l ­
l a b o r a t i o n o f the Spanish and 
French t e l e v i s i o n o r g a n i s a t i o n s . 
The d u r a t i o n o f the f i l m i s two 
hours: i t w i l l be shown on the t e ­
l e v i s i o n s o f the t h r e e c o u n t r i e s 
i n t h e i r n a t i o n a l languages. 

PALESTINE 

Conference on Arabic language 

The I s l a m i c Research Centre o f the 
F a c u l t y of L e t t e r s of Al-Quds Uni­
v e r s i t y organised a conference on 
Arabic language and i t s t e a c h i n g 

i n the P a l e s t i n i a n U n i v e r s i t i e s , 
on 27-28 March 1987. S p e c i a l i s t s 
o f Arabic language and l i t e r a t u r e 
discussed a number of issues r e l ­
ated t o t h e knowledge and adequate 
teac h i n g o f t h i s language and made 
recommendations t o promote coope­
r a t i o n and c o o r d i n a t i o n among the 
u n i v e r s i t i e s i n the p r e p a r a t i o n and 
use o f textbooks as w e l l as the 
harmonisation o f d e f i n i t i o n s , t e r ­
minology and c u r r i c u l a ; i t was a l s o 
recommended t h a t a Council f o r 
Arabic language be e s t a b l i s h e d i n 
the occupied t e r r i t o r i e s . The Con­
ference decided t o adopt the Holy 
Qur'an as the f i r s t reading book 
i n the t e a c h i n g o f Arabic. 

The H i s t o r y o f P a l e s t i n i a n C i t i e s 

The Arab League E d u c a t i o n a l , Cul­
t u r a l and S c i e n t i f i c O r g a n i s a t i o n 
(ALECSO) c o l l a b o r a t e s w i t h the 
C u l t u r a l Section of the P.L.O. t o 
p u b l i s h a s e r i e s of books on the 
c i t i e s of P a l e s t i n e , t i t l e d "The 
H i s t o r y of a City**. Each o f the 21 
c i t i e s i s devoted one volume i n 
the s e r i e s . The books g i v e i n f o r ­
mation about the h i s t o r y , geogra-

Conference a t Al-Quds Unlvecslty 
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p h i c a l l o c a t i o n , past and present 
s o c i a l , economic and c u l t u r a l l i f e 
of the c i t i e s . Each volume i s by a 
d i f f e r e n t author and those concern­
i n g e i g h t c i t i e s have already been 
published: Al-Quds, J a f f a , Nablus, 
Ramallah, A l - B i r a h , Bisan, Akka and 
Al-Ramlah. IRCICA i s t h a n k f u l t o 
the C u l t u r a l Section of the P.L.O. 
f o r o f f e r i n g t h e published volumes 
of t h i s o r i g i n a l work t o i t s l i ­
b r a r y . 

PAKISTAN 

Conference on S c i e n t i f i c I n i m i t a -
b i l i t y i n the Our'an and the Sunna 

Islamabad was the venue o f t h i s 
conference h e l d mid-October w i t h 
the p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f 230 s p e c i a l ­
i s t s from 15 c o u n t r i e s . Around 70 
papers were presented about v a r i o u s 
aspects of the s c i e n t i f i c i n i m i t a -
b i l i t y i n the Quran and the Sunna. 
The meeting was organised under the 
auspices o f H.E. Z i a u l Haq, Pre­
s i d e n t of Paki s t a n , w i t h the coo­
p e r a t i o n of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
I s l a m i c U n i v e r s i t y , Islamabad. 

SYRIA 

Seminar on I s l a m i c sciences 

The U n i v e r s i t y o f Damascus hosted 
the 27th seminar i n a s e r i e s on 
I s l a m i c sciences d u r i n g the week 
of 7 November. The sessions were 
devoted t h i s time t o the basic 
sciences, medical sciences and a r ­
c h i t e c t u r e . An e x h i b i t i o n of Islam­
i c s c i e n t i f i c books accompanied the 
seminar. The papers and proceedings 
w i l l be pub l i s h e d i n E n g l i s h and 
Arabic and d i s t r i b u t e d t o univer­
s i t i e s and oth e r r e l e v a n t i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s of I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s . 

TUNISIA 

Symposium about the i n t e l l e c t u a l 
l i f e d u r i n g the Ottoman Period 

The "Centre d*Etudes e t de Recher-
chcs Ottomanes e t Morisco-Andalou-

ses" (CEROMA, Centre f o r Ottoman 
and Morisco-Andalusian Studies and 
Researches) and the Arab Committee 
of Ottoman Studies (ACOS) both 
based i n T u n i s i a w i l l j o i n t l y o r ­
ganise an i n t e r n a t i o n a l symposium 
on "The I n t e l l e c t u a l L i f e i n Arab 
Provinces d u r i n g the Ottoman Per­
i o d " . This w i l l be the t h i r d meet­
in g i n a s e r i e s , the theme of which 
had been decided a t the Second I n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l Symposium of ACOS 
(March 1986). This t h i r d symposium 
w i l l take place i n Zaghouan and 
Hammamet on 15-21 March 1988. 

UNITED KINGDOM 

1988 Annual Conference of the 
B r i t i s h S o c i e t y f o r Middle Eastern 
Studies 

BRISMES - the B r i t i s h S o c i e t y f o r 
Middle Eastern Studies announced 
t h a t the 1988 Annual Conference 
w i l l be hel d a t the U n i v e r s i t y o f 
Leeds on 10-13 J u l y 1988. The main 
theme w i l l be " I s l a m i n the Modern 
World"; a d d i t i o n a l sessions are 
planned on Arabic l i n g u i s t i c s , 
Arabic l i t e r a t u r e , Arab f o l k l o r e , 
the Quran and i t s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , 
medieval and modern Arab h i s t o r y , 
the s o c i o l o g y o f the Middle East, 
education i n the Middle East, 
o r i e n t a l s t u d i e s i n the U.K. How­
ever, the p a r t i c i p a n t s may o f f e r 
papers i n oth e r f i e l d s . The pro­
ceedings w i l l be a v a i l a b l e a t r e ­
g i s t r a t i o n ; the deadline f o r pros­
p e c t i v e p a r t i c i p a n t s t o send a 
camera-ready copy of t h e i r paper 
(max. 10 pages) i s 1 A p r i l 1988. 
The address f o r correspondence i s : 
Dr.A. S h i v t i e l , Dept. of Modern 
Arabic S t u d i e s , U n i v e r s i t y o f 
Leeds, Leeds LS2 9JT, U.K. " 

BRISMES i s a p r o f e s s i o n a l body 
founded i n 1973 i n order t o encou­
rage and promote the study i n the 
U.K. of the Middle Eastern c u l t u r a l 
r e g i o n from the end of c l a s s i c a l 
a n t i q u i t y and the r i s e o f I s l a m , 
through the di s s e m i n a t i o n of i n ­
f o r m a t i o n and by the encouragement 



of cooperation amongst persons and 
organisations concerned with the 
study of the region. I t brings t o ­
gether teachers, researchers, stu­
dents, diplomats, j o u r n a l i s t s and 
others who deal professionally with 
the Middle East. BSISHES makes ef­
f o r t s to strengthen l i n k s with so­
ci e t i e s s i m i l a r t o i t i n European 
countries, the Middle East, North 
America and elsewhere. I t organises 
a major conference each year i n a 
uni v e r s i t y venue, around a central 
theme and with addit i o n a l general 
sessions, where one session i s de­
voted to graduate students speaking 
about t h e i r research. BRISMES pub­
lishes twice a year a B u l l e t i n 
containing academic research ar­
t i c l e s , book reviews and a b i b l i o ­
graphical section, as wel l as a 
tri- a n n u a l Newsletter aiming t o 
keep the membership informed of 
conferences, new books, PhD theses, 
BRISMES a c t i v i t i e s , scholarships, 
among others. Membership t o the 
Society i s possible i n three cate­
gories of membership: the " f e l l o w s " 
are those whose work involves the 
professional study of the Middle 
East; besides academics and inde­
pendent researchers, l i b r a r i a n s and 
museum s t a f f concerned with the 
Middle East are considered w i t h i n 
t h i s category. The "members" are 
those who have a general i n t e r e s t 
i n the Middle East, including cor­
porate bodies, while "associates" 
are students working on topics re­
lated to the region. The informa­
t i o n given here was provided t o 
1RCICA by BRISMES. 

U.S.A. 

Islam and the West: a t e l e v i s i o n 
f i l m series 

A t e l e v i s i o n f i l m series t i t l e d 
"Islam and the West" i s being pro­

duced by the Foundation f o r Tradi­
t i o n a l Studies of Washington, D.C., 
in association with the Public 
Broadcasting System (PBS) of the 
United States. Dr. Seyyed Hossein 
Nasr, President of the Foundation 
f o r T r a d i t i o n a l Studies explained 
that t h i s was to be a series of 
six-hour long films directed by 
Muslim scholars from several coun­
t r i e s , t o explore the rel a t i o n s 
between the Islamic world and the 
West from a c u l t u r a l , h i s t o r i c a l 
and r e l i g i o u s perspective. Broad­
casts i n North America, Europe and 
Islamic countries are expected i n 
1989. 

Foundation of a Mosque i n New York 

The foundati ons of a mosque complex 
were l a i d recently on a piece of 
land of 20 thousand square meters 
which had been acquired some twenty 
years ago. I t i s reported that the 
construction w i l l l a s t two years 
and that the mosque complex w i l l 
also comprise a c u l t u r a l centre and 
a l i b r a r y . I t w i l l be a combination 
of Islamic architecture with modern 
features. 

Calligraphic e x h i b i t i o n 
at Harvard University 

The works of cailigrapher Ameena 
Ahmed Ahuja were exhibited during 
the month of December at Widener 
Library of Harvard University. Mr. 
David H. Partington, l i b r a r i a n of 
the Middle Eastern Department of 
Harvard College Library informed 
IRCICA that Ameena Ahuja i s a w e l l -
known a r t i s t having exhibited i n 
Jordan, England, Japan, South Ame­
r i c a and the U.S.S.R. and that her 
interp r e t a t i o n s of the great Islam­
i c thinkers such as Mawlana J a l a l 
al-Din Rumi have been very w e l l 
received by the a r t i s t i c c i r c l e s 
i n these countries. 



AN ISLAMIC CULTURAL INSTITUTION 

THE CENTRE FOR TRANS SAHARAN 
STUDIES, UNIVERSITY OF MAIDUGURI, 

NIGERIA 

We introduce here a young i n s t i t u ­
t i o n i n A f r i c a , aiming to play an 
essential r o l e i n the documentation 
of basic information on the h i s t o ­
r y , culture and s o c i o - c u l t u r a l he­
r i t a g e of the Trans Saharan region. 
I t s f u l l name i s the "Centre f o r 
Research and Documentation i n Trans 
Saharan Studies". The Centre i s 
a f f i l i a t e d to the University of 
Haiduguri, Nigeria; i t started 
functioning as of 1st March 1986. 
The information given here was ob­
tained from the Centre's brochure. 

"The a c t i v i t i e s of the Centre i n 
research, documentation and pre­
servation are to r e l a t e to the 
h i s t o r y of peoples, cultures and 
c i v i l i s a t i o n of the Trans Sahara 
area, which broadly includes West­
ern and Central A f r i c a . The need 
to focus a t t e n t i o n to t h i s area 
has been prompted by the amount of 
l i t e r a t u r e available i n various 
d i s c i p l i n e s dating back to over 
ten centuries. Most of t h i s 
l i t e r a t u r e i s believed to be un­
documented and probably unknown. 
I t includes h i s t o r y , Islamic stu­
dies, administrative sciences, 
geography, l i t e r a t u r e , a r t s , lan­
guages, sociology and others. 

The cultures and c i v i l i s a t i o n of 
the Central Savannah, West A f r i c a , 
Sudan and the N i l e Valley regions 
are complementary and i n t e r r e l a t e d . 
Considerable amount of l i t e r a t u r e , 
dating back to 800 A.D. dealing 
with the Chad Basin region and the 
Central Savannah of West A f r i c a , 
are available i n l i b r a r i e s , ar­
chives and private c o l l e c t i o n s . 
Within Nigeria i t s e l f many private 
homes preserve today considerable 
l i t e r a t u r e i n manuscripts, i n Ara­
bic and some Nigerian languages 
[such as Hausa, Fulfulde, Kanuri, 

Tamasheq] related to d i f f e r e n t 
d i s c i p l i n e s . Many of these w i l l 
disappear completely unless they 
are r e t r i e v e d , documented and pre­
served as a special c o l l e c t i o n f o r 
teaching as w e l l as research." 

To t h i s aim, the Centre w i l l under­
take the functions summarized 
below, as l i s t e d i n i t s brochure: 

- to acquire any relevant unpub­
lished work; 

- to establish a depository to 
preserve manuscripts i n a l l 
f i e l d s of learning r e l a t i n g to 
the Trans Saharan area; 
to conduct documentation and 
research on such manuscripts; 

- to disseminate information on 
the r e s u l t s of such documenta­
t i o n and research; 

- to act i n an advisory capacity 
on matters r e l a t i n g to documen­
t a t i o n and research; 

- to establish professional r e l a ­
tionship with other i n s t i t u t i o n s 
w i t h i n and outside Nigeria; 

- to organise conferences, semi­
nars, lectures and courses; 

- to accept and administer any 
donation i n the execution * of 
the Centre's objectives. 

This young but ambitious research 
and documentation centre i s l i k e l y 
to contribute greatly to studies 
i n such f i e l d s as h i s t o r y , socio­
logy, archaeology and l i n g u i s t i c s 
i n West and Central A f r i c a . The 
Centre i s under the d i r e c t i o n of 
Dr. Hamidu A l k a l i , University Con­
sul t a n t . I n i t s present establish­
ment phase, the Centre lays the 
foundations of i t s research and 
documentation a c t i v i t i e s and es­
tablishes working relationships 
with s i m i l a r and concerned centres 
and i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
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WORLD BIBLIOGRAPHY OF TRANSLATIONS OF THE 
MEANING OF THE HOLY QUR'AH: PRINTED TRANSLATIONS 
ISIS - 1980, prepared by iSMET BiNARK, HALTT 
EREN; Edited and Prefaced by EKMELEDDiN 
IHSANOGLU, Istanbul, 1986; XCIX, 880, 34 p.; 24 
cm. (English) Price: US $80 plus package and 
postage (US$ 20 for America, URSS, Japan and 
China; US$ 10 all others). 

Gives information about 2672 works which are the 
originals, copies and different editions of 551 
complete and 883 Incomplete translations and se­
lections in 65 languages. The Preface gives the 
history of Quran translations from the beginnings 
of Islam to our time. 

UNION CATALOGUE OF PERIODICALS IH ARABIC SCRIPT 
IH THE LIBRARIES OF ISTANBUL (1828-1928), Com­
piled by HASAN DUHAN, Istanbul, 1986; 664 p.; 24 
cm. Price: US $25 plus package and postage (US$ 
10 tor America, URSS, Japan and China; US$ S all 
others). 

Contains Information about 1804 titles of pe­
riodicals in different languages printed In 
Arabic script. The preface, the bibliographical 
explanations and Indications for Indexes are 
trilingual In English, Arabic and Turkish. 

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF EARLY TURKISH WORKS 
OH CHEMISTRY (Printed works, 1830-1923), Pre­
pared by Ekmeleddln tHSANOGLU, History of 
Science Series no.2, Istanbul, 198S; IX, 148 p.; 
24 cm. (Turkish) Price: US$ 10 post and package 
Included. 

Gives the results of researches conducted on more 
than 250 references assessed through the scanning 
of numerous sources and about 20 library collec­
tions. There are 259 entries of works published 
between 1830-1923 given In chronological order 
according to the date of publication and Indexes 
of authors, educational Institutions and the 
names of printers and publishers. 

OTTOMAN ARCHIVES, Prepared by NBCATt AKTAS, 
iSMET BiNARK; Translated by SALtH SADAVt SALtH; 
Edited and Prefaced by EKMELEDDIN IHSANOGLU, 
published by IRCICA and the Centre for Archives 
and Manuscripts, .University of Jordan, Amman, 
1986; 14, 251 p.; 24 cm. (Arabic). Price: US$ 30 
post and package Included. 

The Ottoman Archives Is a unique and authentic 
source for the history of many Islamic countries. 
This work contains a brief history of the Ottoman 
Archives, a description of the present classifi­
cation system used In the archives and explana­
tions of archive regulations and procedures. A 
glossary of Ottoman archival terms and a biblio­
graphy are Included. 
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CATALOGUE OF MANUSCRIPTS IN THB KdPROLiI LIBRARY 
by RAMAZAN SESEN, CEVAT tZGt, CEHtL AKPINAR, 
Istanbul, 1986; 3 vols. (XII, 609, 34; 647, XII; 
639, XII, 22 p.); 24 cm. (Ax.) Price: US$ 60 plus 
package and postage (US$ 10 for America, URSS, 
Japan and China; US$ 5 all others). 

The Koprfllu Lib r a r y in Istanbul contains an im­
portant collection of manuscripts: nearly 2773 
volumes under 3500 t i t l e s I n the fields of his­
tory, philosophy, natural sciences, mathematics, 
etc. The catalogue provides full bibliographic 
information about them. The Preface gives the 
history of the collection. 

THE OTTOMAN SCIENTIFIC AND PROFESSIONAL ASSO­
CIATIONS, 1st National Symposium on Turkish 
History of Science, 3-5 April 1987, edited by 
EKMELEDDIN IHSANOGLU, published by IRCICA and 
the Department of History of Science, Faculty of 
Letters, Istanbul University; History of Science 
Series 3, 1987; VIII, 264 p.; 24 cm. (Turkish) 
Price; US $5 post and package Included. 

A collection of papers presented a t the symposium 
which was jointly organised by IRCICA and the 
Department of History of Science, Faculty of 
Letters, University of Istanbul. The Introduction 
gives information on some of the scientific and 
professional associations which were established 
In the Ottoman State. Two essays on the subject 
were prepared before the symposium. Some associ­
ations which were not known before were Intro­
duced in these papers and the establishment of 
the Ottoman associations, their problems, acti­
vities and accomplishments were discussed. 

ISTANBUL, A GLIMPSE INTO THE PAST (Photo-Album) 
by Ekmeleddin IHSANOGLU, Istanbul, 1987; 97 p., 
1 map; 22 cm. (English, Arabic and Turkish) Price 
US $20 post and package Included. 

This album contains a collection of the rare 
photographs of Istanbul almost one hundred years 
ago, which were chosen from the archive of the 
Centre. The photographs Introduce different sec­
tors of life In Istanbul a t the end of the 19th 
and the beginning of the 20th century. Each pho­
tograph has an explanation. This album was pub­
lished by the Centre In cooperation with the 
Arab-Turkish Bank in Istanbul on the occasion of 
the 10th Anniversary of their foundation. 
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TURKISH ARTS AND ARCHITECTURE by Prof.Dr. 
OktAy AS LANAPA, t r a n s l a t e d by Ahmed ISSA, Istan­
bul, 1987; 21, 442, 282 p.; p i c t u r e s , 2 map; 28 
cm. (Arabic) Price: US$ 60 post and package Inc­
luded. 

mm A comprehensive encyclopaedic work covering the 
history of Turkish-Islamic architecture and va­
rious branches of art such as carpet-making, the 
arts of the book Including calligraphy, minia­
tures and blndlngj etc. Originally published In 
English. A glossary of 600 art terms has been 
added. 

BOOKS IN THE PRESS 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON THE COMMON PRINCIPLES, FORMS AND 
THEMES OF ISLAMIC ART, edited by Ahmad ISSA 

This book contains thirty-nine research papers presented by scholars from 
various countries to the International Symposium on the Common Principles, 
Forms and Themes of Islamic Art which was organises by IRCICA and held In April 
1983, In Istanbul. 

The papers of the symposium were given In Arabic, English and French and cover 
all fields of Islamic arts, such as architecture, decoration, calligraphy, 
carpet making, miniature painting and others. The book contains black and 
white and colour photographs. 

ISLAMIC SWORDS AND SWORDSMITHS, Prepared by ttnsal Yucel 

This book Includes a descriptive study of 114 swords chosen from the Topkapl 
Palace Museum and the Military Museum in Istanbul. These swords were used bet­
ween the first to the tenth century Hljra (7th-16th centuries A.D.J. The book 
Includes photographs. The chapters are on the following subjects: 

Blessed swords related to the Prophet (Peace be upon Him), the Four Khalifas 
and the companions of the Prophet; Characteristic of the Islamic swords and 
their forms? Information about the Muslim swordsmlths and abbreviated trans­
lations of the engraved Inscriptions on the swords, and archival documents. 

HOLY KA'BA KEYS AND LOCKS, prepared Tercan Yllmaz 

The catalogue contains the description of 56 pieces of locks and keys kept In 
Topkapl Palace Museum in Istanbul, with photographs in colour. The Introduc­
tion gives Information on the method of manufacturing of the keys and locks 
and materials used as well as explanations on Inscriptions and decorations they 
bear. 

VIDEO CASSETTES 

The following documentary films prepared by the Centre are available on a 
single cassette In Arabic. Diffusion system is PAL. Cassette type to be speci­
fied (VHS/BETAMAX). Price: US$ 30.-. 

* 'Life and Works of the Late Calllgrapher Hamid Al-Amidl (Aytag) and Callig­
raphic Arts" 

"Arts of Illumination and Gilding''. 
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